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TThe present:invention relates to-wvessels: from
wwhich -beverages -may be drunk-or-feods may-be
eeaten: and-more - particularly: to- vessels: ofr.the

ttahkard, beer stein or mug type-adapted -pri-
swmatily to-be used in -bars, taverns,-restaurants
a»and ~other  public -places .in -connection -with
+the on-sale drinking.of beer.

: A-principal-object .of the:invention:is to:pro-
wyide: a -unique and attractive vessel.of the types
iqndicated which: will include novel:structure: by
wwhich the user may signal that the .contents-of
-the vessel have been consumed.

A more specific object-of- a praferredtiform-of
~embodiment of ‘the::invention .isto :provide a

(CL.316-—155)

—wvessel has its bottom: 3 elevated ancapprecizble
~distanee~.above the lower: edgerof thessideswdll
50 as-to:provide.a chamber. 42defined by:the:bot-
* tom: 3y which:forms thexoof: bf the chamber;and

3 - the lower:portions: of:the.side :wgll [ ,-which-eon-

stitute a sort of skirt 5 acting as the side of:ithe
~chambersi 4.

TThe-vessel may-be mdade:in one-piece:0f glass,

~pottery-or the:like: as:-is-usual sin:this elass:bf

107 drihking-vessels;.or:it-may:be made df-metalor

sany-other: suitable material. The.center:ofi.dhe
. bottom: 3ds-ehlarged to provide g boss: 6idepenid-
ingintosthe chamber 4, :and this-boss:is-perfo-
~rated;~as shown: at? 1;.t0 receive:.the loop-of:a

»practical and .atfractive beverage wvessel-of :theid5: relatively stiff: wire: 8 which :hangs fréely sinithe

»mug or:stein type which will contain' concealed
~1means which can be operated at-will by the:user
4:to produce a distinctive sound:so-as to signal.tc
»aswditer, bartender or the like that:the customer
~holding the vessel -wishes -to be re-served.

.+ Another object is to-incorporate:such signal-
~ing means in- the vessel in.such a:way that the
smeans is concealed.and the-appearance-of: the
wyessel:is no different fromr that of an ordinary
~gonventional:keer stein:.or mug.

“With the foregeing angd cther-objects in: view,
» g preferred embodiment of the invention is shown
win the accompanying:drawing in-which

=Figure 1-is g-side elevational view of a drink-

~ing vessel - made in accordance with the' inven--

+tion;
GFig: 2:-is a vertical sectional view -of ‘the vessel
held free of-any support;
Fig: §-is a detail -vertical secticnal view of the

lower portion of the vessel, shown resting on a-

table or similar supporting sutrface; and
1 Pig. 4-is. g detail perspective view of.the-oper-
ating element of the signaling-means.

Generally. speaking, -the invention comprises

providing an elevated bottom in a drinking ves--

sel-whieh is made otherwise in the shape-df-a
- conventional beer mug or stein, so that a-‘cham-
»her is formed between the bottom and the-lower
=edge of the vessel, and hanging a clapper;some-

<what like that of a bell, in the chamber,; so-that*

=when ‘the vessel is-inclined or: swung -from:- side
¢ 4o side the clapper will swing and strike-aghinst
sithe side of the chamber and emit a sound.
+As shown in the preferred embodiment which
is illustrated .in. the .drawing,the vessel may be
made generally in the manner common to beer
_Imugs; so as to have the usual cylindrical or -up-
-wardly slightly tapered side-wall - and side handle
2. Instead of having ifs bottom wall at the level

B0

~chamber: and-has :its:lower end-turned and:beht
< throughithe -eye-orperforation: 30f aclapper 10.
*The clapper:is:canveniently cast.of the-samesort
yof-materialras: that of »which>the -vesselisitself

#2015 made;~bub it may:be formed- of- any-:suitable

~golid-material ‘that- can egsily be cast-or=other-
»wise made:ihto substantially the shape:best shown
A Fige 4. “Fheé-important features of this shape
~are the combination of-an upper portion-which

.25 receives the wire 8 and a lower portion,best

~made’flaring, for-making striking=impact «with
- the-skirt §,: as:indieated-by:ithe brokemnr lines+in
“PFig:2;whenthe clapper is-swung-irt the-cham-
~ber.
“The proportions of the‘clapper-18-and the-wire
8 with velation tothe size of the chamber? 4 gre
< such- that-when the.-vessel -is-held»in the' hand
- atid  swung®from-side to sidesthe-elapper«will
~swing ihtostriking contact-withthe sidewall:-6f
35 the ‘chamber and-emit a: sound.

“In- order-to~keep ithe clapper-silent-when “the
= vessel -is-set-omnr- a*:tdble or other- horizohtal-sur-
= face; thedength-ofthe wire 8-is made -of g-length
~relative to thé height-vf ‘the charhber Fithat-wilk

40~ he-appreciated from' a comparisomr:ofFigs>2-and
~ 3. " ThisJength-is such that when the vessel-is-held
“in-the~hand; afid unsupported-by- any-table-or
- analogous-surfaee, the-clapper-willhang*down
“below thé bottom~ édge~of ‘the- skirt" 5, -but -when
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+3-the vessel-is set-on a table or thélike the ‘clapper

-will come-to-rest~on'the-surface before all-parts
~ofithe~skirt édge*do,~and- the - clapper-will thus
- be held-motionless; against any-tendency toswing
and emit-a sound.
19t is-convenient to-effect this arrangement-by
~making the openings” 1 and’ $-much larger~than
“the'diameter-of*the wiré 8, “Inthis way,~Wwhen
the clapper-settles on a-supporting surface;-mov-
ing from the position shown in full lines in Fig.

of the lower edge of the side wall f, the new 68 2 to the position shown in Fig. 3, the clapper will
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move up on the wire, with the wire settling
down into the bottom of the opening 8, and
thereafter, further lowering of the vessel to bring
the lower edge of its skirt 5 to rest on the sup-
porting surface will cause the upper end of
the wire 8 to move up toward the top of the
opening T in the boss 6. This is the final posi-
tion of the parts at rest, as shown in Fig. 3.
This relationship of the parts insures silence of
the clapper. :
This silencing of the supported vessel can be
insured without arranging the clapper to hang
normally below the level of the lower edge of the
skirt 5 and causing it to be elevated slightly on
coming into contact with the supporting sur-

face. In the alternative, the clapper may be de- -
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signed to hang freely with its bottom surface in -

the plane of the lower edge of the skirt 5, or
even slightly above that plane, as long as the
width of the bottom surface of the clapper is
great enough to bring an edge of the clapper
into contact with the supporting surface, and
thus stop further swinging movement of the
clapper, should swinging movement be begun by
movement of the vessel on the supporting sur-
face. ;

When it is desired to signal a waiter or the
like, the vessel is simply lifted by means of the
handle 2 and is rocked slightly from side to side,
thus swinging the-clapper through the positions
shown in Fig. 2 so that it strikes against the
skirt ‘5 and produces a characteristic sound.
Since the purpose of thus signaling is to indicate
that the vessel is empty or nearly empty, the
vessel is not swung when full or nearly full, and
there is consequently no danger of spilling any
contents by the swinging movement. It may be
desirable to proportion the capacity of the ves-
sel in-such a way that it will be full or nearly
full ‘'when the customary quantity of beer or the
like constituting a standard sale is put into it.
This insures reasonably careful handling of the
full vessel, so that accidental or undesired
sounding of the clapper is not likely to take
place. : -

It has been found in actual practice that use
of the vessel hereinabove described has consid-
erable appeal to customers at bars, restaurants,
and the like and stimulates the sale of bever-
ages by making it easy and interesting for the
customers to signal their desire to reorder.

While the invention has been illustrated and
described in terms of its embodiment in a-drink-
ing vessel of the stein or mug type for use in
restaurants, bars, taverns and the like, it will
be obvious that the principles of the invention
may equally well be incorporated in other kinds
of vessels, for example in bowls for confaining

food, and in vessels adapted to be used in the-

home or in places other than public establish-
ments, for example in bowls, mugs and such ves-
sels used by babies or small children.. The latter
embodiments of the invention are peculiarly
well adapted to encourage mealtime eating and
drinking by small children whose appetites at
times are dull and require stimulating or who
are sometimes given to trifling and wasting time
at the table or in the high chair. The novelty of
peing able to lift the vessel and sound the clap-
per as a signal that the food or beverage con-
tents have been entirely consumed will in-many
cases inspire an otherwise diffident child -to fin-
ish. his meal with gratifying alacrity.
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All such embodiments of the invention are of
course contemplated within the scope of the ap-
pended claims, in which the expression “drink~
ing vessel” is used generically, and as typical and
representative of all the fields of use to which the
invention may be usefully put, and without any
intention of limiting the field of use to con-
tainers for beverages as distinguished from
foods. Moreover, it is to be understood that
numerous other details of the disclosed embodi~
ment of the invention may be varied without de-
parting from the principles of the invention as
defined by the claims.

‘I claim: '

1. In s drinking vessel of the beer stein type,
a side wall terminating in a lower edge, a bot-
tom connected to the side wall above said lower
edge to form with the side wall a chamber hav-
ing g closed top and an open bottom, an eye
formed in the top of the chamber, a clapper hav-
ing a flat bottom and having at its top an eve,
and a wire connecting said eyes, said wire being
long enough to hang the clapper normally below
the lower edge of the side wall for swinging into
audible striking contact with the side wall when
the vessel is held up and shaken and the wire
having such clearance in at least one of the
eyes that the clapper will be pushed up to the
level of said lower edge without bending the
wire or angularly moving it when the vessel is
set with its lower edge on a supporting surface
such as a table and the flat bottom of the clap-

" per rests on said surface.
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9. In a drinking vessel of the beer stein type,
a side wall terminating in a lower edge, a bottom
connected to the side wall above said lower edge
to form with the side wall a chamber having &
closed top and an open bottom, an eye formed
in the top of the chamber, a clapper having a
flat bottom and having at its top an eye, and a
wire connecting said eyes so as to hang the
clapper for swinging into audible striking con-
tact with the side wall when the vessel is held
up and shaken, said wire being long enough to
hang the flat bottom of the clapper in a hori-
zontal plane so related to the plane of the lower
edge of the side wall that when said lower edge
is set on a supporting surface such as & table or
the like no bending stress will be applied to the
wire and said supporting surface will be en-
gaged by the flat bottom of the clapper and will
prevent the clapper swinging into striking con-
tact with the side wall of the vessel.
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