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ACCOMMODATING CASE FOR PORTABLE
RECORDING MEDIUM

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to an accommodating
case for accommodating portable recording medium.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] For example, as disclosed in the specification of US
2005/0205441 A, a portable recording medium such as a card
type recording medium or a recording medium having an
optical disc in a cartridge, is used for an information process-
ing apparatus such as a game apparatus or a personal com-
puter. A case for accommodating the recording medium has a
large size compared to the recording medium in order to
protect the recording medium. Many of the case has an area
(hereinafter, referred to as a medium disposition area) to
arrange the recording medium inside thereof and includes a
hook portion to be arranged along an edge of the medium
disposition area and engage with the recording medium.
When the recording medium is detached from the case, users
insert their fingertip between the recording medium and an
inner surface of the case and then the engagement between the
hook portion and the recording medium is released.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

[0003] Since downsizing of the recording medium is
advanced in recent years, inserting the fingertip between the
recording medium and the inner surface of the case becomes
inconvenient.

[0004] An object of the invention is to provide an accom-
modating case for users to easily detach the recording
medium.

[0005] A accommodating case according to the invention is
used for accommodating a portable recording medium. In
order to solve the above described problem, the accommo-
dating case includes an inner surface having a medium dis-
position area that is an area to arrange the recording medium;
an engagement portion for engaging with an edge of the
recording medium so that the recording medium in the
medium disposition area is suppressed from separating from
the inner surface; and a movable portion forming a part of the
inner surface and movable so as to be recessed toward the
outside of the case relative to the other part of the inner
surface. The movable portion is located over the medium
disposition area and an outside area of the medium disposi-
tion area.

[0006] According to the invention, the user can easily
detach the recording medium from the accommodating case.
In addition, the recording medium can be protected by the
movable portion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0007] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an accommodating
case according to a first embodiment of the invention. The
view illustrates the accommodating case which is open.
[0008] FIG. 2 is a plan view of the accommodating case.
The view illustrates the accommodating case which is largely
open compared to FIG. 1, and a first panel and a second panel
thereof are open 180 degrees.

[0009] FIG. 3 is an enlarged view of FIG. 2 and enlarges a
portion having a medium disposition area.
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[0010] FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view which is taken along
a line IV-1V illustrated in FIG. 2.

[0011] FIG. 5is an enlarged view of a main portion of FIG.
4

[0012] FIG. 6is a cross-sectional view which is taken along
a line VI-VI illustrated in FIG. 3.

[0013] FIG. 7 is an end view of a cutting portion in a line
VII-VII illustrated in FIG. 3.

[0014] FIG. 8 is a bottom view of a portion having the
medium disposition area.

[0015] FIG. 9 is an enlarged plan view of the first panel
included in the accommodating case according to a second
embodiment. In the same view, a portion having the medium
disposition area is enlarged.

[0016] FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view which is taken
along a line X-X illustrated in FIG. 9.

[0017] FIG. 11 is a perspective view illustrating a second
example of the accommodating case according to the second
embodiment.

[0018] FIG. 12 is a perspective view illustrating a third
example of the accommodating case according to the second
embodiment.

[0019] FIG. 13 is a cross-sectional view which is taken
along a line XIII-XIII illustrated in FIG. 12.

[0020] FIG. 14 is a plan view of a second engagement
portion illustrated in FIG. 12.

[0021] FIG. 15 is a perspective view illustrating a main
portion of the accommodating case according to a third
embodiment.

[0022] FIG. 16 is a perspective view illustrating a state
where a movable plate portion included in the accommodat-
ing case of an embodiment illustrated in FIG. 15 is inclined.
[0023] FIG. 17 is a perspective view of the accommodating
case according to a fourth embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0024] Hereinafter, an embodiment of the invention will be
described with reference to the drawings. FIG. 1 is a perspec-
tive view of an accommodating case 1 according to a first
embodiment of the invention. FIG. 1 illustrates the accom-
modating case 1 of an open state. FIG. 2 is a plan view of the
accommodating case 1 and in the view, a first panel 10 and a
second panel 40 are open 180 degrees. FIG. 3 is an enlarged
view of FIG. 2 and enlarges a portion having a medium
disposition area A described below. FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional
view which is taken along a line IV-1V illustrated in FIG. 2.
FIG. 5 is an enlarged view of a main portion of FIG. 4. FIG.
6 is a cross-sectional view which is taken along a line VI-VI
illustrated in F1G. 3. FIG. 7 is an end view of a cutting portion
in a line VII-VII illustrated in FIG. 3. FIG. 8 is a bottom view
of'a portion having the medium disposition area A of the first
panel 10. Hereinafter, an extending direction of a movable
plate portion 30 described below is referred to as a front-rear
direction (a Y1-Y2 direction illustrated in the views). Further,
the orthogonal direction thereto is referred to as a right-left
direction (a X1-X2 direction illustrated in the views).

[0025] The accommodating case 1 is for accommodating a
portable recording medium. A case for a card-type recording
medium 90 will be described as an example. The accommo-
dating case 1 in a closed state has a substantially thin rectan-
gular parallelepiped shape. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the
accommodating case 1 includes the first panel 10 and the
second panel 40 defining outer walls thereof. The second
panel 40 faces the first panel 10 in a state where the accom-
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modating case 1 is closed. As described below in detail, an
area (an area A illustrated in FIG. 3) in which the recording
medium 90 is arranged is provided in the first panel 10. The
second panel 40 includes a holder 42 for holding explanatory
documents (for example, a guide for a game) about program
stored in the recording medium 90.

[0026] As illustrated in FIG. 1, the accommodating case 1
further includes a coupling wall 51. The coupling wall 51 is
located between the first panel 10 and the second panel 40,
and connects edges thereof. The coupling wall 51 defines a
side wall of the accommodating case 1 in a state where the
first panel 10 and the second panel 40 are closed. In the
example, both of the first panel 10 and the second panel 40 are
substantially rectangular. The coupling wall 51 connects one
side of the first panel 10 and one side of the second panel 40.
The first panel 10, the second panel 40 and the coupling wall
51 are integrally formed of plastic.

[0027] The first panel 10 includes a frame 11 on an outer
peripheral edge thereof to surround the first panel 10. The
second panel 40 includes a frame 41 on an outer peripheral
edge thereof to surround the second panel 40. The frame 11
and the frame 41 are formed like a wall raised on the edges of
the first panel 10 and the second panel 40, respectively. The
frame 11 is formed on a part of the outer peripheral edge of the
first panel 10, to which the coupling wall 51 is not connected.
Similarly, the frame 41 is formed on a portion of the outer
peripheral edge of the second panel 40, to which the coupling
wall 51 is not connected. The frame 11 and the frame 41 are
fitted together in a state where the accommodating case 1 is
closed and forms a periphery wall of the accommodating case
1 together with the coupling wall 51. The frame 11 and the
frame 41 includes engagement portions 11a and 414, respec-
tively for engaging with each other. The engagement portions
11a and 41a are provided at the edges facing each other in a
state where the accommodating case 1 is closed. The engage-
ment portions 11a and 41a have a function to suppress open-
ing of the accommodating case 1.

[0028] Asillustrated in FIGS. 1 to 3, an inner surface of the
first panel 10 has an area A (an area illustrated in a two-dot
chain line in FIG. 3 and hereinafter referred to as the medium
disposition area) to arrange the recording medium 90 (see,
FIGS. 4 and 5). As illustrated in FIG. 2, the medium disposi-
tion area A is provided substantially in the center of the first
panel 10. The medium disposition areca A has a shape and a
size corresponding to an outer shape of the recording medium
90. The medium disposition area A in the present example has
a substantially rectangular shape.

[0029] Thefirst panel 10 includes a support plate portion 21
on one part thereof. The support plate portion 21 forms an
inner portion of the medium disposition area A. The recording
medium 90 arranged in the medium disposition area A is
supported on the support plate portion 21.

[0030] As illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 5, the first panel 10
includes a plurality (two in the example) of engagement por-
tions 22R and 221.. The engagement portions 22R and 22[. are
located opposite to each other across the medium disposition
area A. In the example, the engagement portions 22R and 221
are located to the left and right of the medium disposition area
A, respectively.

[0031] The engagement portions 22R and 22L. can engage
with the edge (in the example, the right edge and the left edge
of the recording medium 90) of the recording medium 90 so
that the recording medium 90 disposed on the medium dis-
position area A is suppressed from separating from the inner

Nov. 14,2013

surface (a surface of the support plate portion 21) of the first
panel 10. In the example, as illustrated in FIG. 5, the engage-
ment portions 22R and 22L includes hook portions 22a on
ends thereof. The hook portions 224 extend to the inside of the
medium disposition area A. In addition, the hook portion 22a
faces the edge portion of the support plate portion 21 in a
direction (in other words, a thickness direction of the record-
ing medium 90) perpendicular to the inner surface of the first
panel 10. The edge of the recording medium 90 is pinched
between the edge portions of the hook portion 224 and the
support plate portion 21. And thus, the recording medium 90
can be suppressed from separating from the support plate
portion 21. A clearance between the hook portion 224 and the
surface of the support plate portion 21 corresponds to the
thickness of the recording medium 90.

[0032] The recording medium stored in the accommodat-
ing case 1 is not limited to the card-type recording medium.
For example, the invention may be applied to a case for
storing a recording medium with an optical disc in a cartridge
(for example, MiniDisc (MD (Registered Trademark)) or a
Universal Media Disc (UMD (Registered Trademark)). In
this case, the medium disposition area A corresponds to the
outer shape of the cartridge. The engagement portions 22R
and 221 are formed so as to engage with the outer edge of the
cartridge.

[0033] The engagement portions 22R and 22L are elasti-
cally deformable when coming into contact with the edge of
the recording medium 90. In other words, the engagement
portions 22R and 221 can be elastically deformed so that the
hook portion 22aq is retreated from the medium disposition
area A in the right direction or the left direction, respectively.
In other words, the engagement portions 22R and 22L. can be
elastically deformed in a direction in which a distance
between two hook portions 22a is expanded and reduced.
When the hook portion 224 receives a force from the record-
ing medium 90 in a direction (upward in FIG. 5) in which the
recording medium 90 is separated from the support plate
portion 21, the hook portion 22a is once retreated from the
medium disposition area A. Accordingly, the engagement of
the hook portion 22a and the recording medium 90 is
released. When the hook portion 22a receives a force from the
recording medium 90 in a direction in which the recording
medium 90 comes close to the support plate portion 21, the
hook portion 22a is once retreated from the medium disposi-
tion area A. Accordingly, the hook portion 224 engages with
the recording medium 90.

[0034] As illustrated in FIG. 2, the first panel 10 includes a
base panel 12. The base panel 12 configures a portion on the
outside of the medium disposition area A (more particularly,
a portion on the outside of the support plate portion 21, the
movable plate portion 30 and a peripheral wall 23). As illus-
trated in FIG. 5, the engagement portions 22R and 22L
includes arm portions 22b. The arm portion 225 extends
upward from the base panel 12. The arm portion 225 extends
toward the medium disposition area A from a base end 22¢
connected to the base panel 12 and then bends upward to
further extends. The hook portion 224 protrudes toward the
inside of the medium disposition area A from an upper end of
the arm portion 225. The arm portion 225 can be elastically
deformed around the base end 22¢ so as to open to the outside.
Accordingly, the hook portion 22a can be elastically retreated
from the medium disposition area A.

[0035] Asillustrated in FIG. 5, the support plate portion 21
of the present example includes step portions 21a on the
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edges thereof located opposite to each other (in the present
example, a right edge and a left edge). A surface of the step
portion 21a is higher than a portion between them. The hook
portion 22a faces the step portion 21a in a direction (the
thickness direction of the recording medium 90) perpendicu-
lar to the inner surface of the first panel 10. The recording
medium 90 is pinched between the hook portions 22a of the
engagement portions 22R and 22L and the step portions 21a.
As described above, the support plate portion 21 includes a
portion located higher than the other portion of the support
plate portion 21 in a position facing the hook portions 224 of
the engagement portions 22R and 22L.. Thus, even though the
support plate portion 21 is slightly bent due to an external
force being applied, the recording medium 90 can be sup-
pressed from separating from the first panel 10. Such a step
portion 21a may not be formed in the support plate portion 21.
The recording medium 90 may be supported by the entire
support plate portion 21.

[0036] As illustrated in FIG. 1, the accommodating case 1
includes the movable plate portion 30. The movable plate
portion 30 forms a portion of the inner surface of the accom-
modating case 1. In the present example, the movable plate
portion 30 is provided in the first panel 10 having the support
plate portion 21. The movable plate portion 30 can elastically
moveto berecessed toward the outside of the accommodating
case 1 relative to the other portion of the inner surface of the
first panel 10 (see, FIG. 6). In other words, the movable plate
portion 30 can move in a direction (downward in FIG. 6)
opposite to the removing direction of the recording medium
90 from the support plate portion 21. As illustrated in FIG. 3,
the movable plate portion 30 is located over the medium
disposition area A and the outside area of the medium dispo-
sition area A. In other words, one part of the movable plate
portion 30 is located inside the medium disposition area A and
the other part of the movable plate portion 30 is located
outside the medium disposition area A. As a result, in a state
where the recording medium 90 is disposed in the medium
disposition area A, the movable plate portion 30 is located
below the edge (the front edge in the example) of the record-
ing medium 90. When a user detaches the recording medium
90 from the first panel 10, a finger can easily be inserted
between the movable plate portion 30 and the recording
medium 90 by pressing down the movable plate portion 30.

[0037] Asillustrated in FIG. 3, the movable plate portion 30
is surrounded by a groove 10a passing through the first panel
10 in the thickness direction thereof. The movable plate por-
tion 30 is connected with the other portion of the first panel 10
via an end 31a thereof (an end of an arm portion 31 described
below and hereinafter, referred to as a connecting portion, in
the example). Thus, the movable plate portion 30 can be
elastically inclined toward the outside of and inside the
accommodating case 1 around the connecting portion 31a.
The finger of the user can be easily inserted between the
recording medium 90 and the movable plate portion 30 by
inclining the movable plate portion 30 toward the outside of
the accommodating case 1. In the present example, the mov-
able plate portion 30 is connected with the support plate
portion 21 at the connecting portion 31a.

[0038] The movable plate portion 30 extends in a direction
orthogonal to a direction in which two engagement portions
22R and 221 face each other. The movable plate portion 30 is
arranged beyond one edge of four edges (a front edge, a rear
edge, a right edge and a left edge) of the medium disposition
area A, which do not have the engagement portions 22R and
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22L. The movable plate portion 30 of the present example
extends in the front-rear direction and is arranged beyond the
front edge of the medium disposition area A.

[0039] The connecting portion 31a is located inside the
medium disposition area A and as described above, is con-
nected with the support plate portion 21. As illustrated in F1G.
3, the movable plate portion 30 extends from the connecting
portion 31a to the outside of the medium disposition area A.
An end (a front edge of a plate portion 32 described below)
32a opposite to the connecting portion 31a is located outside
the medium disposition area A. As illustrated in FIG. 6, when
the movable plate portion 30 is inclined, a moving amount of
the connecting portion 31a is small compared to a moving
amount of the end 324. Since the connecting portion 31a is
located inside the medium disposition area A, the movable
plate portion 30 can be suppressed from pushing up the
recording medium 90 when the movable plate portion 30 is
pressed from the outside the accommodating case 1.

[0040] In addition, providing the connecting portion 31a
inside the medium disposition area A can reduce the area
occupied by the entire support plate portion 21 and the mov-
able plate portion 30, compared to an embodiment in which
the connecting portion 31a is connected with a portion (in the
example, the base panel 12) outside the medium disposition
area A. In the present example, the whole of the arm portion
31 of the movable plate portion 30 described below is located
inside the medium disposition area A.

[0041] As illustrated in FIG. 3, in the medium disposition
area A, the width in one direction of the front-rear direction
and the right-left direction is longer than the width of the other
direction. The movable plate portion 30 extends in the one
direction from the inside of the medium disposition area A.
Thus, the length of the movable plate portion 30 is easily
secured. As a result, a force required to push down the mov-
able plate portion 30 can be reduced. In the present example,
the width in the front-rear direction is greater than the width
in the right-left direction. Thus, the movable plate portion 30
extends from the inside of the medium disposition area A to
the front. The width of the medium disposition area A in the
right-left direction may be greater than the width of the
medium disposition area A in the front-rear direction. In this
case, the movable plate portion 30 may extend from the inside
the medium disposition area A in the right direction or the left
direction.

[0042] Asillustrated in FIG. 3, a length (in other words, the
width of the medium disposition area A in the front-rear
direction) of the right and left edges of the medium disposi-
tion area A is greater than a length (in other words, the width
of'the medium disposition area A in the right-left direction) of
the front and rear edges of the medium disposition area A. The
engagement portions 22R and 22L are provided in the edges
having a larger length of the medium disposition area A.
Specifically, the engagement portions 22R and 22L are pro-
vided in the right and left edges of the medium disposition
area A. Thus, sufficient distance L (see, FIG. 3) from the front
edge of the medium disposition area A to the engagement
portions 22R and 22L. can be easily secured. The user pushes
up the front edge of the recording medium 90 when removing
the recording medium 90. At that time, the right and left edges
of'the recording medium 90 abut the hook portions 224 of the
engagement portions 22R and 221.. Sufficient distance L. from
the front edge of the medium disposition area A to the engage-
ment portions 22R and 22L increases a force applied on the
hook portion 224 from the recording medium 90 is increased,
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and thus the engagement between the hook portion 22a and
the recording medium 90 can be easily released. In the present
example, the engagement portions 22R and 221, are provided
substantially on the center portion of the right and left edges
(the right and left edges of the support plate portion 21) of the
medium disposition area A. Thus, it is possible to stably hold
the recording medium 90.

[0043] As illustrated in FIG. 1, the frame 11 of the first
panel 10 and the frame 41 of the second panel 40 have a first
wall 115 and a second wall 415 located opposite to each other,
respectively across the coupling wall 51. The first wall 115
and the second wall 415 have recesses 11¢ and 41¢ for hook-
ing the finger of the user. Therefore, in many cases, the first
wall 115 and the second wall 415 are oriented toward the user
and then the user opens the first panel 10 and the second panel
40. The movable plate portion 30 extends from the connecting
portion 31a in a direction along the extending direction of the
first wall 115. Accordingly, the user can push down easily the
movable plate portion 30 with a fingertip of one hand, in a
state where the first wall 115 and the second wall 415 are
oriented toward the user. In other words, the movable plate
portion 30 is easily pushed down compared to an embodiment
in which the movable plate portion 30 extends in a direction
orthogonal to the extending direction of the first wall 115.
[0044] Asillustrated in FIG. 6, arecess into which the edge
(in the example, the rear edge) of the recording medium 90
can be fitted is formed in the rearmost portion of the support
plate portion 21.

[0045] The support plate portion 21 of the present example
includes an inclined surface 21f at the rearmost portion
thereof. The inclined surface 21f is inclined such that the
rearmost portion of the support plate portion 21 is recessed.
Therefore, the recording medium 90 can be smoothly inclined
when the user lifts the front edge of the recording medium 90.
In addition, when the user puts the recording medium 90 in
the accommodating case 1, the recording medium 90 is
obliquely arranged such that the rear portion of the recording
medium 90 is along the inclined surface 21f and then the
recording medium 90 is laid down toward the support plate
portion 21. Thus, the recording medium 90 can engage with
the engagement portions 22R and 221..

[0046] Asillustrated in FIG. 3, the movable plate portion 30
includes two portions and a width of one portion is greater
than a width of the other portion. Then, one part of the portion
having greater width is located outside the medium disposi-
tionarea A. Accordingly, the user can easily push the movable
plate portion 30. Particularly, as illustrated in FIG. 3, the
movable plate portion 30 includes the arm portion 31 in a
portion toward the connecting portion 31a. In addition, the
movable plate portion 30 includes the plate portion 32 extend-
ing from the arm portion 31. The plate portion 32 has a width
(a width in the right-left direction) greater than the arm por-
tion 31. One part of the plate portion 32 is located outside the
medium disposition area A. In other words, the plate portion
32 is located over the medium disposition area A and the
peripheral area of the medium disposition area A. Thus, the
user can easily push down the plate portion 32 when the
recording medium 90 is detached from the first panel 10. The
entire of the plate portion 32 may be located outside the
medium disposition area A. In order to guide the user that the
plate portion 32 is the pressed portion, a mark M is drawn on
the surface of the plate portion 32.

[0047] Asillustrated in FIG. 6, the movable plate portion 30
is connected with the other portion (in the example, the sup-
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port plate portion 21) of the first panel 10 via the arm portion
31. The movable plate portion 30 is inclined toward the out-
side of the accommodating case 1 around the connecting
portion 31a that is the end of the arm portion 31. As illustrated
in FIG. 3, the arm portion 31 has an elongated shape extend-
ing from the connecting portion 31a. In other words, the
width (in the example, the width in the right-left direction) of
the arm portion 31 is smaller than the length (in the example,
the length in the front-rear direction) thereof. Thus, the force
required to push down the movable plate portion 30 can be
reduced compared to an embodiment in which the plate por-
tion 32 having a wide width is directly connected with the
support plate portion 21. The arm portion 31 may have a hole.
With the hole, the force required to push down the plate
portion 30 can be further reduced.

[0048] As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 6, the support plate
portion 21 is located higher than the movable plate portion 30.
In other words, a step is formed between the movable plate
portion 30 and the support plate portion 21 so that a clearance
is formed between the recording medium 90 and the movable
plate portion 30 when the recording medium 90 is disposed on
the support plate portion 21. Accordingly, the fingertip of the
user can be inserted further easily between the movable plate
portion 30 and the recording medium 90. When the movable
plate portion 30 is pushed down, the clearance is enlarged.
[0049] In the present example, as illustrated in FIG. 6, the
support plate portion 21 is located higher than the base panel
12. Meanwhile, the movable plate portion 30 is located on the
same plane as the base panel 12, in a state where the movable
plate portion 30 is not pushed down. The step is formed
between the movable plate portion 30 and the support plate
portion 21 without protruding the movable plate portion 30
from the plane to outside the accommodating case 1 (in FIG.
6, the movable plate portion 30 is not protruded downward).
[0050] Asdescribed above, the movable plate portion 30 (in
the present example, arm portion 31) is connected with the
support plate portion 21 at the connecting portion 31a which
is located on the end thereof. As illustrated in FIG. 6, the arm
portion 31 is bent toward a position of the connecting portion
31a (in other words, the height of the base panel 12) lower
than the support plate portion 21. Thus, a portion of the
connecting portion 31a toward the arm portion 31 extends in
a direction away from the recording medium 90. Thus, when
a force to push the movable plate portion 30 is applied from
outside the accommodating case 1, the movable plate portion
30 is suppressed from pushing up the recording medium 90.
The arm portion 31 obliquely extends in the direction away
from the recording medium 90. After that, the arm portion 31
is bent again and extends forward.

[0051] As illustrated in FIGS. 7 and 8, a plurality of ribs
21b, 21¢, 21d and 21e are formed on a back surface (an outer
surface) of the support plate portion 21. The ribs 215, 21¢, 21d
and 21e are formed like wall standing on the back surface.
Theribs 215 and 21e extend in the front-rear direction. There-
fore, the support plate portion 21 can be suppressed from
being bent guided by the inclination of the movable plate
portion 30. In the present example, arm portion 31 is located
between two ribs 21e. The ribs 21¢ and 21d extend in a
direction in which the engagement portions 22R and 22[. face
each other. Accordingly, the arm portion 225 of the engage-
ment portions 22R and 221 can be suppressed from being
opened when the first panel 10 receives the external force. In
the present example, the engagement portions 22R and 22,
are located between the ribs 21c and 214.
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[0052] As illustrated in FIG. 1, the peripheral wall 23 sur-
rounding the medium disposition area A is formed on the
inner surface of the accommodating case 1. Thus, even
though the external force acts on the first panel 10, a portion
inside the medium disposition area A can be suppressed from
being bent. In addition, two engagement portions 22R and
22L can be suppressed from being opened outside. As illus-
trated in FIG. 7, the peripheral wall 23 is raised from the base
panel 12 and the upper edge of the peripheral wall 23 is
located higher than the support plate portion 21. Thus, the
position of the recording medium 90 can be defined. The
cross-section of the peripheral wall 23 of the present example
has a recessed shape open downward. The peripheral wall 23
includes an inner wall 234, an outer wall 230 surrounding the
inner wall 237 and an upper wall 237 which connects an upper
edge of the inner wall 23/ and an upper edge of the outer wall
230.

[0053] The peripheral walls 23 are provided in the front and
rear, and the right and left of the medium disposition area A.
Accordingly, the movement of the recording medium 90 is
restricted in the front-rear direction and the right-left direc-
tion. In the example, the medium disposition area A is sub-
stantially rectangular shape and each portion of the peripheral
wall 23 is provided along four edges of the medium disposi-
tion area A. In other words, as illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 3, the
peripheral wall 23 has a front wall 236 on the front of the
medium disposition area A. In addition, the peripheral wall 23
has a rear wall 234 on the rear of the medium disposition area
A.Furthermore, the peripheral wall 23 has, on each side of the
right side and the left side of the medium disposition area A,
side walls 23¢ and 234 arranged in the front-rear direction.
The engagement portions 22R and 22L are located between
the side walls 23¢ and 234.

[0054] As illustrated in FIG. 3, the width of the movable
plate portion 30 is smaller than the length of the edge of the
front of the medium disposition area A in the right-left direc-
tion. Thus, the front wall 235 is formed on the front side of'the
medium disposition area A. In the present example, a width
W1 ofthe plate portion 32 extending over the front edge of the
medium disposition area A is smaller than the length of the
front edge of the medium disposition area A. The front wall
23b is provided in the right and left of the plate portion 32.
[0055] As illustrated in FIG. 4, the accommodating case 1
includes a film 61 covering the outer surface thereof. Two
edges 61a of the film 61 located opposite to each other are
attached to the outer surface of the first panel 10 and the outer
surface of the second panel 40, respectively. In the present
example, the right edge 61a of the film 61 is attached to the
edge of the first wall 115 in the outer surface of the first panel
10. The left edge 614 of the film 61 is attached to the edge of
the second wall 415 in the outer surface of the second panel
40. The other portion of the film 61 is not attached to the first
panel 10, the second panel 40 or the coupling wall 51. The
portion other than the right and left edges 61a of the film 61
may be partially attached to the first panel 10 or the second
panel 40 such that the opening and closing of the accommo-
dating case 1 is allowed.

[0056] A distance (the width of the film 61 in the right-left
direction) between two edges 61a corresponds to a distance
between an attachment position in the outer surface in the first
panel 10 and an attachment position in the outer surface in the
second panel 40 in a state where the first panel 10 and the
second panel 40 are closed. In other words, the width of the
film 61 in the right-left direction corresponds to a distance
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from the edge of the first panel to the edge of the second panel
40 in a state where the accommodating case 1 is closed. Thus,
in a state where the first panel 10 and the second panel 40 are
closed, the film 61 comes in contact with the outer surface of
the first panel 10, the outer surface of the coupling wall 51 and
the outer surface of the second panel 40 without a substantial
clearance. Thus, when the accommodating case 1 is closed,
the force acting from the outside of the accommodating case
1 to the movable plate portion 30 can be reduced by the film
61.

[0057] The film 61 is flexible. Thus, as illustrated in FIG. 4,
when opening the accommodating case 1, film 61 is bent and
a clearance is formed between the outer surface of the first
panel 10 or the outer surface of the second panel 40 and the
film 61. As a result, the movable plate portion 30 can be
inclined to the outside (the lower side in FIG. 6) of the accom-
modating case 1. In FIGS. 5 and 6, the film 61 is omitted.

[0058] As described above, the accommodating case 1 has
the inner surface having the medium disposition area A for
disposing the recording medium 90. The engagement por-
tions 22R and 22L are formed in the inner surface of the
accommodating case 1. The engagement portions 22R and
22[, are able to engage with the edge of the recording medium
90 so that the recording medium 90 disposed in the medium
disposition area A is suppressed from separating from the
inner surface (the surface of the support plate portion 21). The
movable plate portion 30 is provided in the accommodating
case 1 and forms a part of the inner surface of the accommo-
dating case 1. The movable plate portion 30 is movable to be
recessed toward the outside of the accommodating case 1
relative to the other portion of the inner surface. Furthermore,
the movable plate portion 30 is located over the medium
disposition area A and the outside area of the medium dispo-
sition area A. According to the above structure, the user can
easily detach the recording medium 90 from the accommo-
dating case by pushing down the movable plate portion 30. In
addition, the recording medium 90 can be protected from the
outside of the accommodating case 1 by the movable plate
portion 30.

[0059] The accommodating case 1 includes the support
plate portion 21 which supports the recording medium 90
disposed in the medium disposition area A. The support plate
portion 21 is located higher than the movable plate portion 30.
With the above structure, the finger of the user can be easily
inserted between the movable plate portion 30 and the record-
ing medium 90. The movable plate portion 30 is connected
with the support plate portion 21 in the end 31a thereof and is
bent at the end 31a toward a position lower than the support
plate portion 21. With the above structure, when the force is
applied from outside the accommodating case 1 to the mov-
able plate portion 30, the engagement between the recording
medium 90 and the engagement portions 22R and 22L is
suppressed from being released, compared to a structure in
which the movable plate portion 30 is bent in the middle of the
movable plate portion 30.

[0060] In addition, the movable plate portion 30 can be
inclined toward the outside of the accommodating case 1
around the end 31a. The end 314 is located inside the medium
disposition area A and the opposite end 32a is located outside
the medium disposition area A. When the movable plate por-
tion 30 is inclined, a moving amount of a portion toward the
end 314 of the movable plate portion 30 is small compared to
amoving amount of the end 32a. Thus, according to the above
structure, even though the movable plate portion 30 is
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inclined inward by the force from outside the accommodating
case 1, the movable plate portion 30 is suppressed from push-
ing up the recording medium 90. As a result, the engagement
of'the recording medium 90 and the engagement portions 22R
and 22L can be surely kept.

[0061] The movable plate portion 30 includes the arm por-
tion (a first portion in claims) 31, the plate portion (a second
portion in the claims) 32 having a width greater than the arm
portion 31. One part of the plate portion 32 is located in the
area outside the medium disposition area A. According to the
structure, user easily pushes the movable plate portion 30.
The arm portion 31 has an elongated shape extending from
the end 31a. Accordingly, the force required to push the
movable plate portion 30 can be reduced.

[0062] The accommodating case 1 includes the film 61
covering the outer surface thereof. According to the structure,
the recording medium 90 can be more effectively protected
from the outside of the accommodating case 1. In addition,
the accommodating case 1 includes the first panel 10 having
the medium disposition area A is provided and the second
panel 40 opposite to the first panel 10 in state of closing the
accommodating case 1. Two edges 61a ofthe film 61 opposite
to each other are attached to the outer surface of the first panel
10 and the outer surface of the second panel 40, respectively.
The distance between two edges 61a may correspond to the
distance between the attachment position in the outer surface
in the first panel 10 and the attachment position in the outer
surface in the second panel 40. Accordingly, when the first
panel 10 and the second panel 40 are closed, the film 61 comes
into contact with the outer surface of the first panel 10. As a
result, when the accommodating case 1 is closed, the force to
push the movable plate portion 30 inwardly can be suppressed
by the film 61.

[0063] Note that, the invention is not limited to the embodi-
ment described above and various modifications can be pro-
vided.

[0064] For example, in the above description, the support
plate portion 21 is located higher than the movable plate
portion 30. However, the movable plate portion 30 and the
support plate portion 21 may be formed on the same plane as
each other.

[0065] Inthe above description, the connecting portion 31a
of the movable plate portion 30 is located inside the medium
disposition area A and is connected with the support plate
portion 21. However, the movable plate portion 30 may be
connected with the base panel 12.

[0066] In the above description, the medium disposition
area A is arranged on substantially center portion of the first
panel 10. However, the medium disposition area A may be
offset from the center of the first panel 10 in the right-left
direction or the front-rear direction. With this structure, the
bending of'the first panel 10 unlikely affects the support plate
portion 21 or the engagement portions 22R and 22L. Two
engagement portions 22R and 221 are unlikely to open in the
right-left direction when the first panel 10 is bent.

Second Embodiment

[0067] The accommodating case according to a second
embodiment will be described. FIG. 9 is an enlarged plan
view of the first panel included in the accommodating case
according to a first example of the second embodiment. In the
same view, the portion having the medium disposition area A
is enlarged. FIG. 10 is across-sectional view which is taken
along a line X-X illustrated in FIG. 9. In the accommodating
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case of the present example, portions which are not illustrated
in the views are the same as the accommodating case 1
described above. The same reference numeral is given to the
same place which is described above and thus the description
thereof will be omitted.

[0068] Asillustrated in FIGS. 9 and 10, the accommodating
case of the present example includes first engagement por-
tions 122R and 1221, and second engagement portions 124A
and 124B. Both of the engagement portions 122R and 1221,
and the second engagement portions 124 A and 124B restrict
that the recording medium 90 is separated from the inner
surface (particularly, an inner surface of a support plate por-
tion 121) of the accommodating case. In the example, two
second engagement portions 124 A and 124B are positioned
away from each other. The second engagement portions 124 A
and 124B are provided at corners of the medium disposition
area A. Note that, the second engagement portions 124A and
124B may be one. In that case, it is preferable that the second
engagement portion be provided in the center portion of edge
(in the example, a rear edge) of the medium disposition area
A.

[0069] The first engagement portions 122R and 122L. are
substantially the same as the engagement portions 22R and
22L, in the accommodating case 1. In other words, the first
engagement portions 122R and 1221 pinches the edge (in the
example, the right edge and the left edge) of the recording
medium 90 disposed in the medium disposition area A with
the inner surface (particularly, the surface of the support plate
portion 121) of the first panel 10. Particularly, as illustrated in
FIG. 9, the first engagement portions 122R and 122[. include
ahook portion 122a. The edge of the recording medium 90 is
arranged in the medium disposition area A may be pinched by
the hook portion 1224a and the support plate portion 121. The
first engagement portions 122R and 122, are elastically and
deformably formed so as to retreat from the medium dispo-
sition area A. In other words, as illustrated in FIG. 10, the first
engagement portions 122R and 1221 includes the arm por-
tion 1224 similar to the above description and the hook por-
tion 122a can be elastically retreated from the medium dis-
position area A in the right direction and the left direction.

[0070] The arm portion 1225 of the present example does
not have a bending portion different from the arm portion 2256
described above and extends directly upward from the base
panel 12. Accordingly, an elastic force of the first engagement
portions 122R and 1221 is high compared to the engagement
portions 22R and 22L..

[0071] As illustrated in FIG. 10, the second engagement
portions 124 A and 124B are formed so that the edge (in the
example, the rear edge) of the recording medium 90 can be
positioned between the inner surface (particularly, the surface
of the support plate portion 121) of the first panel 10 and the
second engagement portions 124A and 124B. The second
engagement portions 124A and 124B extend from the upper-
most portion of the peripheral wall 23 toward the inside of the
medium disposition area A. Then, the second engagement
portions 124 A and 124B face a plane along the support plate
portion 121 in the thickness direction (the thickness direction
of'the recording medium 90) of the support plate portion 121.
A distance between the plane and the second engagement
portions 124A and 124B corresponds to the thickness of the
recording medium 90. Accordingly, the edge of the recording
medium 90 may be located below the second engagement
portions 124A and 124B. In the present example, the second
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engagement portions 124A and 124B extend forward from
the rear wall 234 of the peripheral wall 23.

[0072] The second engagement portions 124A and 124B
are restricted to retreat from the medium disposition area A.
In other words, a cross-section of the peripheral wall 23 is
recessed to open downward. The peripheral wall 23 includes
the outer wall 230 and the upper wall 23¢. Thus, the peripheral
wall 23 is restrained from being spread to the outside of the
medium disposition area A. As a result, the second engage-
ment portions 124 A and 124B are also restrained from being
retreated from the medium disposition area A. In other words,
the second engagement portions 124A and 124B are
restrained from moving to the outside of the medium dispo-
sition area A.

[0073] The accommodating case according to the second
embodiment includes two types of engagement portions as
described above and the recording medium 90 can be further
effectively suppressed from accidentally separating from the
support plate portion 121.

[0074] As illustrated in FIG. 9, the second engagement
portions 124 A and 124B are provided in the rear side of the
medium disposition area A. The movable plate portion 30 is
arranged over the front edge of the medium disposition area
A. Specifically, the second engagement portions 124A and
124B, and the edge of the medium disposition area A are
located opposite to each other across the medium disposition
area A. Thus, when the front edge of the recording medium 90
on the medium disposition area A is lifted by the user, the
recording medium 90 can be easily inclined.

[0075] When the recording medium 90 is arranged on the
support plate portion 21, the user obliquely inserts the rear
edge of the recording medium 90 below the second engage-
ment portions 124A and 124B, after that, the front of the
recording medium 90 is laid down toward the support plate
portion 21 and the engagement between the recording
medium 90 and thereby the first engagement portions 122R
and 122L is established. As illustrated in FIGS. 9 and 10, the
first engagement portions 122R and 1221 are located forward
from the second engagement portions 124A and 124B. Thus,
when the user lays down the recording medium 90 toward the
support plate portion 21, a large force is easily acted from the
recording medium 90 to the first engagement portions 122R
and 122L. In the example, the second engagement portions
124A and 124B are located rearward from the center line C
(see FIG. 9, in the example, the center line in the front-rear
direction) of the medium disposition area A. The first engage-
ment portions 122R and 122[. are offset forward from the
center line C.

[0076] As illustrated in FIGS. 9 and 10, the hook portion
122a of the first engagement portions 122R and 1221
includes an inclined surface 122¢. The inclined surface 122¢
is directed to the second engagement portions 124A and 124B
and is directed obliquely upward. Thus, when the user
arranges the recording medium 90 on the support plate por-
tion 121, the recording medium 90 abuts the inclined surface
122¢. As a result, the force to widen the first engagement
portions 122R and 1221 in the right-left direction is easily
acted from the recording medium 90.

[0077] Asillustrated in FIG. 10, the rearmost portion of the
support plate portion 121 has a recess into which the rear edge
of the recording medium 90 is fitted. In other words, the
support plate portion 121 has a inclined surface 121/ on the
rearmost portion thereof. The inclined surface 121fis inclined
such that the rearmost portion of the support plate portion 121
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is recessed. Accordingly, when the recording medium 90 is
detached and when the recording medium 90 is arranged on
the support plate portion 121, the recording medium 90 can be
easily inclined. The inclined surface 121f of the present
example is inclined greater than the inclined surface 21fof'the
accommodating case 1 such that a rearmost edge 121g of the
support plate portion 121 is lowered (see, FIG. 6). Especially,
in the present example, the rear edge 121g of the support plate
portion 121 is located on the same height as the base panel 12.

Second Example of Second Embodiment

[0078] A second example of the accommodating case
according to the second embodiment will be described. FIG.
11 is a perspective view illustrating a main portion of the
accommodating case of the second example. In the same
view, the support plate portion 121 of the accommodating
case and the movable plate portion 30 is enlarged. In the
present example, portions which are not illustrated in FIG. 11
are the same as the accommodating case 1 described above.
The same reference numeral is given to the same place which
is described above and the description thereof will be omitted.

[0079] The accommodating case of the example in FIG. 11
includes a peripheral wall 223 corresponding to the periph-
eral wall 23 described above. The peripheral wall 223
includes two walls extending in a direction in which two first
engagement portions 122R and 122[. face each other. In the
example, the peripheral wall 223 includes a rear wall 23a and
a foremost wall 223e. Two walls 23a and 223e face each other
in a direction (in the example, the front-rear direction)
orthogonal to the facing direction of the first engagement
portions 122R and 122L each other. In addition, the two walls
23a and 223e are located opposite to each other across the
medium disposition area A. Thus, even though the first panel
10 is bent by receiving the external force, the support plate
portion 121 can be suppressed from being bent. As a result,
the hook portions 122a of the two engagement portions 122R
and 1221 can be further effectively suppressed from being
elastically deformed to be open.

[0080] The peripheral wall 223 of the example includes the
rear wall 23a, the front wall 235 and the side walls 23¢ and
23d, similar to the peripheral wall 23. In addition to the walls,
the peripheral wall 223 includes a side wall 223f and the
foremost wall 223¢ described above. The side wall 223f'is
located on the right and left of the movable plate portion 30,
and extends from the front wall 235 in the extending direction
(in the example, forward) of the movable plate portion 30.
Accordingly, the center of the first panel 10 can be further
effectively suppressed from being bent.

[0081] The foremost wall 223e extends in the right-left
direction and connects the foremost of the side walls 223f.
The plate portion 32 of the movable plate portion 30 is sur-
rounded by the foremost wall 223e¢ and the side walls 223f. In
other words, the peripheral wall 223 surrounds the movable
plate portion 30 as well as the medium disposition area A as
a whole.

[0082] The foremost wall 223e is located from the movable
plate portion 30 in the extending direction (in the example,
forward) of the movable plate portion 30. When the fingertip
of'the user lifts the front edge of the recording medium 90, the
finger abuts the foremost wall 223¢ and then it is possible to
use the foremost wall 223e as a pivot point. As a result, the
lifting operation of the front edge of the recording medium 90
with the fingertip can be easily performed.
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[0083] The foremost wall 223e includes an inclined surface
223g on the upper surface thereofto be inclined to fall toward
the movable plate portion 30. The fingertip of the user may be
guided toward the plate portion 32 of the movable plate por-
tion 30 by the inclined surface 223g. As aresult, the removing
work of the recording medium 90 may be further easily per-
formed.

[0084] The height of the side walls 223/ and the foremost
wall 223e which surround the plate portion 32 is lower than
the height of the rear wall 234, the front wall 235 and the side
wall 23¢ and 23d surrounding the medium disposition area A.
In other words, the upper surface of the side walls 223fand the
front wall 223e are positioned lower than the upper surface of
the rear wall 234, the front wall 235 and the side walls 23c and
23d. Thus, the side walls 223f'and the foremost wall 223¢ are
unlikely to interfere the finger of the user.

Third Example of Second Embodiment

[0085] A third example of the accommodating case accord-
ing to the second embodiment will be described. FIG. 12 is a
perspective view illustrating a main portion of the accommo-
dating case of the example. FIG. 13 is a cross-sectional view
which is taken along a line XIII-XII1 illustrated in FIG. 12. In
the accommodating case of the example, portions which are
not illustrated in FIGS. 12 and 13 are the same as the accom-
modating case 1 described above. The same reference
numeral is given to the same place which is described above
and the description thereof will be omitted.

[0086] As illustrated in FIG. 12, the accommodating case
of the present example also includes the peripheral wall 223,
similar to the example in FIG. 11. The peripheral wall 223
includes right and left side walls 23¢, and a rear wall 234a. In
the rear wall 234, two second engagement portions 224 A and
224B are formed corresponding to the second engagement
portions 124 A and 124B illustrated in the example of FIGS. 9
to 11. The second engagement portions 224 A and 224B pro-
trude from the upper edge of the rear wall 23a toward the
medium disposition area A (see, FIG. 3). Similar to the sec-
ond engagement portions 124 A and 124B, the rear edge of the
recording medium 90 can be inserted below the second
engagement portions 224 A and 224B.

[0087] Different from the second engagement portions
124A and 124B, the second engagement portions 224A and
224B are located away from the side wall 23¢. In other words,
a clearance is provided between the right second engagement
portion 224B and the right side wall 23¢, and a clearance is
also provided between the left second engagement portion
224A and the left side wall 23¢. Thus, the second engagement
portions 224A and 224B are easily bent compared to the
second engagement portions 124A and 124B illustrated in
FIGS. 9to 11 which are connected with the side wall 23¢ (see,
a two-dot chain line in FIG. 13). As a result, when the user
inserts the recording medium 90 in a wrong way and then the
recording medium 90 strongly hits the second engagement
portions 224A and 224B, the second engagement portions
224A and 224B are bent so that an excessive load can be
suppressed from being applied on the recording medium 90.
[0088] The accommodating case of the present example
has first engagement portions 222R and 222I. corresponding
to the first engagement portions 122R and 122[. described
above. The first engagement portions 222R and 2221 include,
at the end thereof, hook portions 2224 protruding toward the
medium disposition area A. The hook portion 222a includes,
at the front end, an inclined surface 222¢. When the recording
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medium 90 is fitted into the medium disposition area A, the
inclined surface 222c¢ is directed obliquely upward so as to
incline and abut to the recording medium 90.

[0089] FIG. 14 is a plan view of the second engagement
portion 222R. As illustrated in the same view, the inclined
surface 222¢ of the present example is bent viewed in a plan
view. In other words, a front portion 2224 of the inclined
surface 222c¢ is directed obliquely upward and inward in the
right-left direction. Meanwhile, a rear portion 222e of the
inclined surface 222¢ is being obliquely upward and rear-
ward. The rear portion 222e of the inclined surface 222¢ is
directed the second engagement portions 222A and 222B
while being obliquely upward. The direction of the inclined
surface 222¢ is gradually changed from the rear portion 222¢
between the inclined surface 222¢ and the front portion 2224d.
According to the inclined surface 222¢, when the recording
medium 90 is fitted into the medium disposition area A, the
edge of the recording medium 90 is smoothly moved on the
inclined surface 222¢. And thus, the recording medium 90 is
easily inserted.

[0090] Inthe example, the plate portion 32 includes a band
like convex portion 2324 extending in the right-left direction.
According to the convex section 232a, the strength of the
plate portion 32 can be increased.

[0091] As described above, in the second embodiment, the
accommodating case includes the first engagement portions
122R and 1221, (222R and 222[) extending toward the inside
of'the medium disposition area A, and the second engagement
portions 124 A and 124B (224 A and 224B). The first engage-
ment portions 122R and 1221 (222R and 222[.) are elasti-
cally deformable so as to retreat from the medium disposition
area A. On the other hand, the second engagement portions
124 A and 124B (224 A and 224B) are restrained from retreat-
ing from the medium disposition area A. According to the
structure, the recording medium 90 in the medium disposition
area A can be further effectively suppressed from accidentally
separating from the inner surface of the accommodating case.
[0092] Inthe second embodiment, theaccommodating case
includes two walls 23a and 223e extending in a direction in
which the first engagement portions 122R and 122, (222R
and 222L) face each other, in other words, in the right-left
direction. The walls 23a and 223e are located opposite to each
other across the medium disposition area A in a direction
orthogonal to a facing direction of the two first engagement
portions 122R and 122[. (222R and 222L.), in other words, in
the front-rear direction. According to the structure, the first
engagement portions 122R and 122[, (222R and 222[) of the
accommodating case can be suppressed from being deformed
by the force received from outside. Particularly, in the
example described above, the accommodating case includes
the peripheral wall 223 surrounding the movable plate portion
30 and the medium disposition area A and including two walls
23a and 223e. According to the structure, the portion inside
the peripheral wall 224 is unlikely to deform.

Third Embodiment

[0093] The accommodating case according to a third
embodiment will be described. FIGS. 15 and 16 are perspec-
tive views illustrating main portions of the accommodating
case of the present example according to the third embodi-
ment. In the same views, a support plate portion 321 of the
accommodating case and a movable plate portion 330 is
enlarged. FIG. 16 illustrates the movable plate portion 330
which is elastically deformed. In the present example, a por-
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tion which is not illustrated in the view is the same as the
accommodating case 1 described above. The same reference
numeral is given to the same place which is described above
and the description thereof will be omitted.

[0094] As illustrated in FIGS. 15 and 16, the accommodat-
ing case of the present example includes a plurality of engage-
ment portions 3221, 3241, 322R and 324R. The engagement
portions 322R and 324R, and the engagement portions 322,
and 324L. are located opposite to each other across the
medium disposition area A. In the present example, a plurality
(in the example, two) of the engagement portions 322R and
324R are located on the right side of the medium disposition
area A and aligned in the front-rear direction. A plurality (in
the example, two) of the engagement portions 3221 and 324,
are located in the left side of the medium disposition area A
and aligned in the front-rear direction. Alternatively, only one
engagement portion, which is elongated in the front-rear
direction, may be provided each of right side and left side of
the medium disposition area A.

[0095] The edge (in the example, a right edge or a left edge)
of the recording medium 90 can be located between an inner
surface of the first panel 10 (particularly, a surface of the
support plate portion 321) and the engagement portions 3221,
3241, 322R and 324R. The engagement portions 3221, 3241,
322R and 324R extend from the uppermost portion of a
peripheral wall 323 surrounding the medium disposition area
A toward the inside of the medium disposition areca A. The
engagement portions 3220, 3241, 322R and 324R face a
plane along the support plate portion 321 in the thickness
direction (the thickness direction of the recording medium
90) of the support plate portion 321.

[0096] The peripheral wall 323 includes side walls 323¢ on
the right side and left side of the medium disposition area A,
respectively. The medium disposition area A and the movable
plate portion 330 are located between two side walls 323e.
The engagement portions 322R and 324R extend from the
right side wall 323e toward the opposite side (the left side)
thereof. The engagement portions 3221 and 324[, extend
from the left side wall 323¢ toward the opposite side (the right
side) thereof.

[0097] The engagement portions 3221, 3241, 322R and
324R are formed so that the recording medium 90 can slide in
a direction parallel to the surface of the support plate portion
321 (the inner surface of the accommodating case). In a state
where the recording medium 90 is arranged on the support
plate portion 321, the engagement portions 3221, 3241, 322R
and 324R extend in a direction along the upper surface of the
recording medium 90. The engagement portions 3221, 324,
322R and 324R in the present example are formed so that the
recording medium 90 can slide in the front-rear direction.
Thus, the recording medium 90 can be moved from the
medium disposition area A forward along the side walls 323e
or can be moved toward the medium disposition area A rear-
ward along the side walls 323e.

[0098] Similar to the peripheral wall 23, the peripheral wall
323 is restrained from a deformation in which the peripheral
wall 323 is spread toward the outside of the medium dispo-
sition area A. Similar to the peripheral wall 23, a cross-section
of the peripheral wall 323 has a recessed shape which is open
downward and includes an inner wall surface 23i, an outer-
wall 230 and an upper wall 237 (see, FIG. 7). Thus, the
peripheral wall 323 is restricted from being spread outside
medium disposition area A. Accordingly, engagement por-
tions 3221, 3241, 322R and 324R are also restrained from
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retreating from the medium disposition area A. Specifically,
the engagement portions 3221, 3241, 322R and 324R are
restrained from moving in the right direction and the left
direction. Thus, the upward movement of the recording
medium 90 on the support plate portion 321 is strongly
restricted by the engagement portions 3221, 3241, 322R and
324R. Particularly, even when an external force acts on the
first panel provided with the medium disposition area A and
thereby the first panel is bent, the recording medium 90 is
suppressed from separating from the support plate portion
321.

[0099] As illustrated in FIG. 15, the accommodating case
of the present example includes the movable plate portion
330. The movable plate portion 330 includes the arm portion
31 and the plate portion 32 described above. Different from
the movable plate portion 30, the movable plate portion 330
further includes a stopper 333 restricting slide of the record-
ing medium 90 arranged in the medium disposition area A. In
the present example, the movable plate portion 330 includes
aplurality (particularly, two) of the stoppers 333. The stopper
333 protrudes upward from the movable plate portion 330. A
height of the stopper 333 exceeds a height of a step (a portion
bending from the connecting portion 31a and extending
obliquely downward) formed between the arm portion 31 and
the support plate portion 321. Accordingly, in a state where
the recording medium 90 is arranged in the medium disposi-
tion area A, the stopper 333 is located in front of the recording
medium 90 and thus the forward movement of the recording
medium 90 is restricted. The upper end of the stopper 333 is
located higher than the upper surface of the recording
medium 90 arranged on the support plate portion 321.
Accordingly, the forward movement of the recording medium
90 can be reliably restricted.

[0100] As illustrated in FIG. 15, the stopper 333 includes a
rear surface 333a which is directed (directed to the medium
disposition area A) rearward. The rear surface 333a is
inclined to extend obliquely forward and upward. When the
movable plate portion 333 is pushed from the outside of the
accommodating case, the rear surface 3334 may abut the front
end of the recording medium 90. The rear surface 333q is
inclined and thus a upward force from the rear surface 333a to
the recording medium 90 is reduced.

[0101] As illustrated in FIG. 15, a slight clearance is pro-
vided between the front end of the medium disposition area A
(that is, the front end of the recording medium 90) and the rear
surface 333a. Thus, when the movable plate portion 333 is
pushed from the outside of the accommodating case, the rear
surface 3334 can be restrained from abutting the front end of
the recording medium 90.

[0102] In the example, the stopper 333 is formed on the
foremost portion of the movable plate portion 330. In addi-
tion, two stoppers 333 are located away from each other in the
right-left direction. In the present example, the stopper 333 is
formed in the end of the plate portion 32 in the right-left
direction. Thus, the movement (backlash) of the recording
medium 90 in the medium disposition area A can be sup-
pressed.

[0103] When the recording medium 90 in the medium dis-
position area A is detached, the user pushes down the movable
plate portion 330 (see, FIG. 16). Then, the user moves the
recording medium 90 forward. When the recording medium
90 is separated from the front engagement portions 322R and
322L, the user can pull up the recording medium 90.
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[0104] The engagement portions 3221, 3241, 322R and
324R are located offset to the rear from the medium disposi-
tion area A. Thus, timing when the recording medium 90 is
separated from the front engagement portions 322R and 3221,
is faster than a state where the engagement portions 3221,
3241, 322R and 324R are not located offset to the rear. In the
example, the engagement portions 324R and 3241 are located
on the rearmost portion of the side walls 323e. The engage-
ment portions 322R and 322L are positioned substantially in
the center portion of the side walls 323e. More particularly,
the side walls 323e includes a first side wall 323¢ forming the
rear portion thereof and a second side wall 3234 forming the
front portion thereof. All of the engagement portions 3221,
3241, 322R and 324R are formed in the first side walls 323c.
[0105] As described above, in the third embodiment, the
engagement portions 3221, 322R, 3241, and 324R extend
toward the inside of the medium disposition area A, and are
formed so that the recording medium 90 can slide in one
direction parallel to an inside surface of the medium disposi-
tion area A. According to the structure, the recording medium
90 is able to be detached and attached without forming the
engagement portions 3221, 322R, 3241, and 324R to be elas-
tically deformed. Then, by forming the engagement portions
3221, 322R, 324 and 324R not to be elastically deformed,
the recording medium 90 can be prevented from accidentally
separating from the inner surface of the accommodating case.
Particularly, in the example described above, the engagement
portions 3221, 3241, 322R and 324R is restrained from
retreating from the medium disposition area A. Thus, the
recording medium 90 can be further effectively suppressed
from accidentally separating from the inner surface of the
accommodating case. The movable plate portion 330
includes the stopper 333 for restricting the slide of the record-
ing medium 90 arranged in the medium disposition area A.
Accordingly, the recording medium 90 can be suppressed
from separating from the medium disposition area A when the
movable plate portion 330 is not pushed down.

Fourth Embodiment

[0106] FIG. 17 is a perspective view of an accommodating
case 400 according to a fourth embodiment. Here, the same
reference numeral is given to the same place which is
described above and the description thereof will be omitted.
[0107] As illustrated in FIG. 17, the accommodating case
400 includes a first panel 410 forming an outer surface of the
accommodating case 400. The first panel 410 includes the
medium disposition area A inside thereof. The medium dis-
position area A is the same as the medium disposition area A
(see, FIG. 3) of the accommodating case 1 and has a shape
corresponding to an outer shape of the recording medium 90
described above. Furthermore, the first panel 410 has the
engagement portions 22R and 220 in the inner surface
thereof. As described above, the engagement portions 22R
and 22L. are able to engage with the edge of the recording
medium 90 so that the recording medium 90 is suppressed
from separating from the inner surface of the first panel 410.
[0108] Different from the embodiments described above,
the accommodating case 400 has an opening 410a in the first
panel 410. The opening 410a is located over the medium
disposition area A and an outside area of the medium dispo-
sition area A. In other words, a part of the opening 410qa is
positioned inside the medium disposition area A and the other
part of the opening 410q is positioned outside the medium
disposition area A. In the present example, the opening 410a
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is spread forward from inside the medium disposition area A.
Thus, when the recording medium 90 is arranged in the
medium disposition area A, the opening 4104 is positioned
below the front edge of the recording medium 90. A width of
the opening 410q is the same as the width of the plate portion
32 of the movable plate portion 30 and smaller than the width
of the medium disposition area A. The front walls 235 are
formed at the right and left sides of the opening 410a.
[0109] An outer surface of the accommodating case 400 is
covered by the film 61 described above. Similar to the accom-
modating case 1, two edges 61a of the film 61 located oppo-
site to each other are attached to the outer surface of the first
panel 410 and the outer surface of the second panel 40,
respectively (see, FIG. 4). Other portions of the film 61 are not
attached to the first panel 410, the second panel 40 or the
coupling wall 51. Inaddition, as described above, the distance
(the width of the film 61 in the right-left direction) between
two edges 61a corresponds to the distance between the attach-
ment position in the outer surface in the first panel 410 and the
attachment position in the outer surface in the second panel 40
in a state where the first panel 410 and the second panel 40 are
closed. Thus, in a state where the first panel 410 and the
second panel 40 are closed, the film 61 comes into contact
with the outer surface of the first panel 410, the outer surface
of the coupling wall 51 and the outer surface of the second
panel 40 without a substantial clearance. And thus, the open-
ing 410aq is closed by the film 61. Thus, when the accommo-
dating case 400 is closed, a force acting on the recording
medium 90 from the outside of the accommodating case 400
can be reduced by the film 61. In addition, the film 61 is
flexible. Thus, when the accommodating case 400 is open, the
film 61 is bent and can be separated from the outer surface of
the first panel 410 (see, F1G. 4).
[0110] As described above, the accommodating case 400
has the first panel 410 with the medium disposition area A.
The first panel 410 includes the engagement portions 22R and
22[. for suppressing the recording medium 90 from separat-
ing from the inner surface thereof. The first panel 410 has the
opening 410q located over the medium dispositionarea A and
the outside area of the medium disposition area A. Further-
more, the outer surface of the accommodating case 400 has
the film 61 attached thereto which has a flexibility and is able
to separate from the first panel 410 in a state where the
accommodating case 400 is open. According to such an
accommodating case 400, the recording medium 90 can be
easily detached from the accommodating case 400 by insert-
ing the fingertip of the user in the opening 410a. The record-
ing medium 90 arranged inside the accommodating case 400
can be protected by the film 61.
1. An accommodating case for a portable recording
medium, comprising:
aninner surface having a medium disposition area that is an
area to dispose the recording medium;
an engagement portion for engaging with an edge of the
recording medium such that the recording medium
arranged in the medium disposition area is suppressed
from separating from the inner surface; and
a movable portion forming a part of the inner surface and
movable relative to the other part of the inner surface so
as to be recessed toward the outside of the case, wherein
the movable portion is located over the medium disposition
area and an outside area of the medium disposition area.
2. The accommodating case according to claim 1, further
comprising:
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a support portion forming a portion inside the medium
disposition area of the inner surface to support the
recording medium disposed in the medium disposition
area, wherein

the support portion is positioned higher than the movable
portion.

3. The accommodating case according to claim 2, wherein
the movable portion includes an end connected to the support
portion and is bent at the end toward a position lower than the
support portion.

4. The accommodating case according to claim 1, wherein

the movable portion is configured so as to incline around
one end thereof toward the outside of the accommodat-
ing case,

the one end is positioned inside the medium disposition
area, and

the other end which is positioned opposite to the one end is
positioned outside the medium disposition area.

5. The accommodating case according to claim 1, wherein

the movable portion includes a first part and a second part
having a width greater than that of the first part, and

at least a portion of the second part is located in the outside
area of the medium disposition area.

6. The accommodating case according to claim 5, wherein

the movable portion is configured so as to incline around an
end of the first part toward the outside of the accommo-
dating case, and

the first part has an elongated shape extending from the end
of'the first part.

7. The accommodating case according to claim 1, further

comprising:

a first engagement portion and a second engagement por-
tion extending toward the inside of the medium dispo-
sition area and functioning as the engagement portion,
respectively,

the first engagement portion is formed so as to elastically
deform to retreat from the medium disposition area, and

the second engagement portion is restrained from retreat-
ing from the medium disposition area.

8. The accommodating case according to claim 1, further

comprising:

two engagement portions which function as the engage-
ment portion, respectively and are located opposite to
each other across the medium disposition area, and
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two walls extending in a direction in which the two engage-
ment portions face each other, wherein
the two walls face each other in a direction orthogonal to
the direction in which the two engagement portions face
each other and are positioned opposite to each other
across the medium disposition area.
9. The accommodating case according to claim 8, further
comprising:
a peripheral wall including the two walls and surrounding
the movable portion and the medium disposition area.
10. The accommodating case according to claim 1,
wherein
the engagement portion projecting toward the inside of the
medium disposition area and formed so that the record-
ing medium is slidable in a direction parallel to the inner
surface of the medium disposition area.
11. The accommodating case according to claim 10,
wherein
the engagement portion is restrained from moving in the
retreating direction from the medium disposition area.
12. The accommodating case according to claim 10,
wherein
the movable portion includes a stopper for restricting the
slide of the recording medium arranged in the medium
disposition area.
13. The accommodating case according to claim 1, further
comprising:
a film covering an outer surface of the accommodating
case.
14. The accommodating case according to claim 13, fur-
ther comprising:
a first panel having the inner surface in which the medium
disposition area is provided, and
a second panel opposite to the first panel when the accom-
modating case is closed, wherein
two edges of the film located opposite to each other are
attached to an outer surface of the first panel and an outer
surface of the second panel, respectively, and
a distance between the two edges of the film corresponds to
a distance between an attachment position in the outer
surface of the first panel and an attachment position in
the outer surface of the second panel.
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