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MOUNTING SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR 
ARTWORK 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[ 0001 ] This invention relates to a mounting system and 
method for artwork . 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[ 0002 ] Canvas art is a popular artwork medium . Artwork 
is printed onto a stretchable canvas or canvas - type medium , 
which is stretched over , and fixed to , an underlying frame 
assembly made up of stretchers ; the stretchers hold the 
canvas under tension to give a professional finish . The 
stretchers are usually hidden behind the artwork . 
[ 0003 ] An alternative mounting system is disclosed in , for 
example , WO2011 / 010085 which provides a mount system 
in the form of a blank of cardboard , or similar foldable 
material , with a central image - carrying area . Extending from 
each of the four sides is an integral tab with parallel fold 
lines , providing an overall cruciform shape . A significant 
part of the rear surface is coated with pressure adhesive , 
covered with a peel - off liner . After the art has been printed 
onto the front surface of the blank , the liner is removed from 
the rear surface and the mounting system is partially com 
pleted by folding each tab backwards into a box - shape to 
form a perimeter member . The four perimeter members are 
adhered to the rear of the image - carrying area to form a 
complete frame . Finally , a box - shaped stiffening element is 
located inside the rear space between the perimeter mem 
bers , and adhered to the rear surface to provide an overall , 
rigid structure for wall hanging . 
[ 0004 ] There are several disadvantages with this system . 
First , printers and coating machines are limited in terms of 
the width of blank they can accept . The presence of tabs 
enlarges the overall blank width and hence this form of 
mounting system places limitations on the artwork size that 
can be printed . Also , a relatively large amount of adhesive 
is required to fix into position the tabs and the stiffening 
element . 
[ 0005 ] It is an aim to provide an improved mounting 
system and method . 

[ 0010 ] The blank main section may further comprise , on 
each of the third and fourth opposite sides , an integrally 
formed longitudinal tab having at least one foldable section 
to which one of the extender tabs can be attached , the 
extender tabs each having a corresponding extension dimen 
sion w , where w < W . 
[ 0011 ] The third and fourth integral side tabs may com 
prise a first foldable section integrally connected to the main 
section , and a second foldable section integrally connected 
to the first foldable section to which one of the extender tabs 
can be attached . 
[ 0012 ] The first and second side integral tabs may each 
comprise four fold lines defining four fold sections to enable 
folding of the tab into a box - like perimeter member , with a 
substantially rectangular cross section , the fourth fold sec 
tion being generally parallel with the blank main section . 
[ 0013 ] The separate extender tabs may each comprise two 
fold lines defining three foldable sections , a first one of the 
foldable sections being arranged to attach to the foldable 
section of one of the third and fourth integrally formed tabs . 
[ 0014 ] A second , central one of the three foldable sections 
may comprise one or more push - out tabs defined by partial 
cuts made through , or substantially through , the material of 
said foldable material so that relative folding between the 
second and third sections results in the push - out tab ( s ) 
projecting outwards . 
[ 0015 ] One side of each separate extender tab may carry 
an adhesive , e.g. a pressure adhesive . 
[ 0016 ] The adhesive may be provided at least on the first 
foldable part and the push - out tabs . 
[ 0017 ] The adhesive may further be provided on the parts 
of the second foldable section which are either side of the 
push - out tabs . 
[ 0018 ] The second foldable sections of each of the tabs 
may comprise a hole , arranged such that the holes of 
adjacent tabs overlie one another when the tabs are folded 
into their three - dimensional shapes . 
[ 0019 ] The system may further comprise a pin , plug or the 
like dimensioned and arranged to friction fit within the 
overlying holes to retain all four perimeter members in 
place . 
[ 0020 ] The system may further comprise a stiffening ele 
ment provided in the form of a blank of card with a main , 
central rectangular section and four perimeter fold tabs , 
arranged to locate in a friction fit within the void between the 
four perimeter members . 
[ 0021 ] A second aspect of the invention provides a mount 
ing system for artwork , comprising : 

[ 0022 ] a blank of planar material , comprising a rectan 
gular main section for carrying artwork , first and sec 
ond integral tabs extending from respective sides of the 
main section and which are foldable into a three 
dimensional box - like shape behind the main section to 
provide first and second perimeter members , and third 
and fourth integral foldable tabs extending from the 
remaining sides of the main section and which project 
outwards by a lesser extent than the first and second 
tabs ; and 

[ 0023 ] a plurality of separate extender tabs for attach 
ment to the third and fourth foldable tabs to permit said 
tabs to be folded in a likewise manner to form third and 
fourth perimeter members behind the main section . 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[ 0006 ] A first aspect of the invention provides a mounting 
system for artwork , the system comprising : 

[ 0007 ] a blank of planar material , comprising a main 
section for carrying artwork ; and 

[ 0008 ] a plurality of separate extender tabs for attach 
ment to respective sides of the blank , each extender tab 
being longitudinal and having a plurality of parallel 
fold lines along its length to enable the tab to be folded 
into a three - dimensional perimeter member and fixed 
behind the main section of the blank . 

[ 0009 ] The blank main section may be rectangular and 
further comprises , on each of first and second opposite sides 
of the main section , an integrally formed longitudinal tab 
extending outwardly from said main section by a dimension 
W and having a plurality of parallel fold lines to enable the 
tab to be folded into a three dimensional perimeter member 
and fixed behind the main section of the blank , and wherein 
the separate extender tabs are arranged to be attached to the 
third and fourth opposite sides . 
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[ 0024 ] The separate extender tabs may carry on one side 
a layer of pressure adhesive for fixing said tabs to the rear 
of the main section . 
[ 0025 ] In any of the above definitions , adhesive may only 
be provided on the extender tabs . 
[ 0026 ] A further aspect of the invention provides a method 
of constructing a mounting system for artwork having the 
features of any preceding definition , the method comprising 
applying an artwork to the blank main section , attaching the 
extender tabs to respective sides of the blank , and folding the 
extender tabs into a three - dimensional perimeter member 
behind the main section . 
[ 0027 ] A further aspect of the invention provides a method 
of constructing a mounting system for artwork having the 
features of any above definition , the method comprising : 
applying an artwork to the blank section ; folding each of the 
first and second integral tabs backwards to form a three 
dimensional , box - like shape behind the main section ; attach 
ing the extender tabs to the third and fourth foldable tabs , 
e.g. using adhesive ; and folding combined tabs backwards to 
form a three dimensional , box - like shape behind the main 
section . 
[ 0028 ] Various other preferred features are given in the 
detailed description below . For example , the material used 
for the blank and / or extending members may be paper , card , 
laminate or indeed any material on which art is convention 
ally mounted . 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[ 0029 ] The invention will now be described , by way of 
non - limiting example , with reference to the accompanying 
drawings , in which : 
( 0030 ) FIG . 1 is a plan view of a kit of parts providing a 
first embodiment mounting system according to the inven 
tion ; 
[ 0031 ] FIG . 2 is a detailed plan view of a main blank part 
forming part of the FIG . 1 kit ; 
[ 0032 ] FIGS . 3a and 3b show a detailed plan view of an 
extension tab forming part of the FIG . 1 kit in relation to one 
part of the blank to which it attaches ; 
[ 0033 ] FIGS . 4a and 4b show in plan and side - sectional 
views , along axis X - X , the extension tab when connected to 
the blank ; 
[ 0034 ] FIGS . 5a and 5b show in side - sectional and per 
spective views the extension tab when folded into a three 
dimensional shape ; 
[ 0035 ] FIG . 6 is a rear plan view of the mounting system 
when part finished , with each perimeter member formed by 
folding the tabs attached to the rear of the blank ; 
[ 0036 ] FIG . 7 is a plan view of a stiffening element blank 
for use with the mounting system ; and 
[ 0037 ] FIG . 8 is a plan view of the stiffening element when 
placed within the void between the mounting system perim 
eter members . 

[ 0039 ] Referring to FIGS . 1 and 2 , there is shown a 
mounting system of first embodiment comprises a 
bank3fardrother materialand , separate , ab 
members 5 . 
[ 0040 ] The blank 3 is generally rectangular with score 
marks a show which markut various frangible and 
foldable parts for assembling the system . Corner parts 13 , 
for example , are detachable from the rest of the blank 3 ( see 
FIG . 2 ) and discarded . 
[ 0041 ] The blank 3 comprises a rectangular central portion 
7 , shown in FIG . 1 from the rear side , i.e. the side opposite 
to that which will carry the artwork . On opposite sides of the 
central portion 7 are a pair of integrally formed tabs 9 . 
[ 0042 ] Each tab 9 comprises four fold sections 22 , 24 , 26 , 
28 defined by vertical fold lines 21 , 23 , 25 , 27. As will be 
explained below , the four fold sections 22 , 24 , 26 , 28 are 
arranged in use to be folded into respective longitudinal 
box - shapes to provide left and right perimeter members . The 
length of the first fold sections 22 is substantially the same 
as that of the central portion 7. The external edges of the 
second fold sections 24 narrow inwards in an arcuate 
manner . The length of the third and fourth fold sections 26 , 
28 is narrower than that of the first and second fold sections 
22 , 24 as shown . 
[ 0043 ] On the upper and lower sides of the central portion 
7 are partially - formed tabs 11 , in this case each providing 
two fold sections 30 , 32 defined by horizontal fold lines 29 , 
31 . 
[ 0044 ] Adjacent first fold sections 22 , 30 are joined by a 
rounded , quarter circle portion 35 having a diagonal fold line 
through its centre . The second fold sections 24 , 32 of each 
tab 9 , 11 have small through - holes 60 , 62 which , when the 
fold sections are formed into box sections ( as will be 
explained below ) are positioned to overlie one another . 
[ 0045 ] No part of the blank 3 is required to carry adhesive . 
[ 0046 ] Semi - circular holes 39 are provided centrally of 
each second fold section 24 , 32 . 
[ 0047 ] It will be noted that the orthogonal dimensions 
( dxD ) are different , and more specifically that dimension d 
is narrower by virtue of employing only two fold sections 
30 , 21. This means that a larger print area 7 can be catered 
for in a given printer or finisher than would be the case had 
all four fold sections been identical . Any combination of 
blank dimensions ( dxD ) can be used , provided one is narrow 
enough to fit within the printer . 
[ 0048 ] Once the print area 7 has been run through a 
printer / finisher , the blank can be assembled into a finished 
mounting system as will be described below . 
[ 0049 ] First , two separate extending tab members 5 are 
respectively connected to the second fold sections 32 , either 
side of the central area 7 . 
[ 0050 ] Referring to FIG . 3 , which shows only the top side , 
each extending tab member 5 comprises a planar and 
longitudinal piece of card divided by parallel fold lines 41 , 
43 into three fold sections 40 , 42 , 44. The second fold 
section 42 is narrower along the horizontal axis as shown , 
and the terminal edges of all sections curve inwardly to give 
an overall hour - glass shape . Between the edges of the 
second fold section 42 are a plurality of push - out tabs 45 . 
The push - out tabs 45 can be of any shape , but here are 
generally U - shaped . The push - uttabs 45 redefined by 
partial cut line 47 so that folding the third fold section 44 
relative to the second section results in the push - ut 
tabs 45 separating from the surrounding second section . 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[ 0038 ] Preferred embodiments described herein provide 
an artwork mounting system applicable to all types of 
artworks , including art prints and photographs . Embodi 
ments are particularly suited to art that is digitally printed / 
coated , e.g. using AQ or UV coating . 
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Blank Size Image Size Tab Depth 
605 x 457 
656 x 431 
808 x 702 

305 x 305 
356 x 279 
508 x 406 

38 
38 
38 

[ 0051 ] The rear surface 51 of each separate tab member 5 
carries a pressure adhesive , which may initially be covered 
with a peel - off liner . The adhesive may cover substantially 
all of the rear surface 51 , or discrete parts of it . This adhesive 
allows its first fold section 40 to be adhered over the second 
fold section 32 of the main blank 3 with the holes 39 , 49 
aligned 
[ 0052 ] FIGS . 4a and 4b show the resulting perimeter 
structure for one side , in plan and side sectional views . 
[ 0053 ] In use , the user then folds each of the fold sections 
30 , 32 and 40 , 42 , 44 backwards , relative to their adjacent 
fold section ( s ) to form a box - like perimeter member . The 
adhesive on the rear surface of fold section 44 is then 
adhered to the edge of portion 7. The push - out tabs 45 are 
similarly adhered to portion 7 using adhesive , also shown 
more clearly in FIG . 5b . 
[ 0054 ] It should be remembered that fold portion 42 
carries adhesive , which is used later on in the process . 
[ 0055 ] Having formed and fixed the upper and lower 
perimeter members , the user then completes the frame by 
forming the right and left - hand perimeter members using 
tabs 9 , for which refer back to FIGS . 1 and 2. This is 
achieved by folding the fold sections 22 , 24 , 26 , 28 back 
wards to form box - like members in a similar manner . The 
resulting structure is shown from the rear side in FIG . 6 , 
where the two pairs of perimeter members 55 , 56 are 
indicated . 
[ 0056 ] The through - holes 60 , 62 are arranged to overlie in 
this condition , specifically with fold sections 24 overlying 
the edges of fold sections 32. The orthogonal perimeter 
members 55 , 56 are then pinned or otherwise fastened 
together by placing a screw , rivet , plug or pin 70 through the 
four though - holes 60 , 62. No adhesive is required on perim 
eter members 56 ; they are held in position by the pins 70 
securing them to perimeter members 55 . 
[ 0057 ] Finally , and preferably , a box - like stiffener 80 is 
formed from a blank 81 as shown in FIG . 7. The blank 81 
comprises a main section 82 dimensioned substantially the 
same as the exposed rear surface 7 ' shown in FIG . 6. Four 
tabs 83 , 85 extend from each perimeter , which fold forwards 
to form the box . A finger hole 87 enables the stiffener 80 to 
be inserted and removed . 
[ 0058 ] Referring to FIG . 8 , to complete the mounting 
system 1 , the stiffener 80 is located within the void between 
the perimeter members 55 , 56. The exposed adhesive on the 
fold portions 42 adheres to tabs 85 to help fix it in position . 
[ 0059 ] The above - mentioned mounting system has several 
advantages , as noted . These include allowing a wider range 
of sizes to be catered for using sting printers . For 
example , a standard inch printer can cater for a wider range 
of sizes . Further , less adhesive is needed , with only the 
separate ' extension’tabs 5 carrying adhesive on one side . 
Testing has demonstrated a saving of up to 80 % compared 
with current methods . The provision of overlying holes 60 , 
62 also allow fixing of the perimeter members in a straight 
forward manner . Overall , the mounting system is straight 
forward to assemble and manufacture . The mounting system 
can be assembled at a factory , or even delivered to customers 
for self - assembly . It can be provided in kit - form with a set 
of instructions for assembly . 
[ 0060 ] The blank can be formed of any material , including 
cardboard , laminated board and so on . Example dimensions 
include : 

[ 0061 ] It will be appreciated that the above described 
embodiments are purely illustrative and are not limiting on 
the scope of the invention as should be apparent to persons 
skilled in the art upon reading the present application . 
[ 0062 ] Moreover , the disclosure of the present application 
should be understood to include any novel features or any 
novel combination of features either explicitly or implicitly 
disclosed herein or any generalization thereof and during the 
prosecution of the present application or of any application 
derived therefrom , new claims may be formulated to cover 
any such features and / or combination of such features . 

1-18 . ( canceled ) 
19. A mounting system for artwork comprising : 
a blank of planar material comprising a rectangular main 

section having each of first and second opposite sides 
and third and fourth opposite sides , the main section 
adapted for carrying an artwork ; and 

a plurality of separate extender tabs not part of the blank 
for attachment to respective opposite sides of the blank , 
each extender tab being longitudinal and having a 
plurality of parallel fold lines along its length to enable 
the tab to be folded into a three - dimensional perimeter 
member and fixed behind the main section of the blank , 

wherein on each of first and second opposite sides of the 
main section is an integrally formed longitudinal tab 
extending outwardly from said main section by a 
dimension W and having a plurality of parallel fold 
lines to enable the tab to be folded into a three dimen 
sional perimeter member and fixed behind the main 
section of the blank , and 

wherein the plurality of separate extender tabs are 
arranged to be attached to the third and fourth opposite 
sides . 

20. A mounting system according to claim 19 , wherein the 
main section further comprises , on each of the third and 
fourth opposite sides , an integrally formed longitudinal tab 
having at least one foldable section to which one of the 
extender tabs can be attached , the extender tabs each having 
a corresponding extension dimension w , wherein w < W . 

21. A mounting system according to claim 20 , wherein the 
third and fourth integral side tabs comprise a first foldable 
section integrally connected to the main section , and a 
second foldable section integrally connected to the first 
foldable section to which one of the extender tabs can be 
attached . 

22. A mounting system according to claim 19 , wherein the 
first and second side integral tabs each comprise four fold 
lines defining four fold sections to enable folding of the tab 
into a box - like perimeter member , with a substantially 
rectangular cross section , the fourth fold section being 
generally parallel with the blank main section . 

23. A mounting system according to claim 20 , wherein the 
separate extender tabs each comprise two fold lines defining 
three foldable sections , a first one of the foldable sections 
being arranged to attach to the foldable section of one of the 
third and fourth integrally formed tabs . 

24. A mounting system according to claim 23 , wherein a 
second , central one of the three foldable sections comprises 
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one or more push - out tabs defined by partial cuts made 
through , or substantially through , the material of said fold 
able material so that relative folding between the second and 
third sections results in the push - out tabs projecting out 
wards . 

25. A mounting system according to claim 24 , wherein 
one side of each separate extender tab includes an adhesive . 

26. A mounting system according to claim 25 , wherein the 
adhesive is provided at least on the first foldable part and the 
push - out tabs . 

27. A mounting system according to claim 26 , wherein the 
adhesive is further provided on the parts of the second 
foldable section which are either side of the push - out tabs . 

28. A mounting system according to claim 19 , wherein the 
second foldable sections of each of the tabs comprises a 
hole , arranged such that the holes of adjacent tabs overlie 
one another when the tabs are folded into their three 
dimensional shapes . 

29. A mounting system according to claim 28 , further 
comprising a pin or a plug dimensioned and arranged to 
friction fit within the overlying holes to retain all four 
perimeter members in place . 

30. A mounting system according to claim 19 , further 
comprising a stiffening element provided in the form of a 
blank of card with a main , central rectangular section and 
four perimeter fold tabs , arranged to locate in a friction fit 
within the void between the four perimeter members . 

31. A method of constructing a mounting system for 
artwork comprising : 

providing a mounting system according to claim 19 ; 
applying an artwork to the main section ; 
attaching the extender tabs to respective sides of the 

blank ; and 
folding the extender tabs into a three - dimensional perim 

eter member behind the main section . 
32. The method of constructing a mounting system 

according to claim 31 , further comprising : 
folding each of the first and second integral tabs back 

wards to form a three dimensional , box - like shape 
behind the main section ; 

attaching the extender tabs to the third and fourth foldable 
tabs using adhesive ; and 

folding combined tabs backwards to form a three dimen 
sional , box - like shape behind the main section . 


