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(57) ABSTRACT

A drive controller associated with a data storage medium
may receive a command from a host to write a set of data to
a storage space of the data storage medium. The drive
controller may determine that insufficient space is available
in a cache space of the data storage medium to write the set
of data to the cache space and may dynamically convert an
available portion of the storage space into a dynamic cache
space associated with the cache space. The dynamic cache
space may remain visible to the host as the available portion
of' the storage space. The drive controller may then write the
set of data to the cache space and report to the host that the
set of data is written to the storage space of the data storage
medium.
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DYNAMIC MEDIA CACHE FOR A DATA
STORAGE DRIVE IN AN INFORMATION
HANDLING SYSTEM

BACKGROUND
[0001] 1. Field of the Disclosure
[0002] This disclosure relates generally to information

handling systems and more particularly to a dynamic media
cache for a data storage drive used in an information
handling system.

[0003] 2. Description of the Related Art

[0004] As the value and use of information continues to
increase, individuals and businesses seek additional ways to
process and store information. One option available to users
is information handling systems. An information handling
system generally processes, compiles, stores, and/or com-
municates information or data for business, personal, or
other purposes thereby allowing users to take advantage of
the value of the information. Because technology and infor-
mation handling needs and requirements vary between dif-
ferent users or applications, information handling systems
may also vary regarding what information is handled, how
the information is handled, how much information is pro-
cessed, stored, or communicated, and how quickly and
efficiently the information may be processed, stored, or
communicated. The variations in information handling sys-
tems allow for information handling systems to be general or
configured for a specific user or specific use such as financial
transaction processing, airline reservations, enterprise data
storage, or global communications. In addition, information
handling systems may include a variety of hardware and
software components that may process, store, and commu-
nicate information and may include one or more computer
systems, data storage systems, and networking systems.
[0005] In various information handling systems, data may
be written and stored on a data storage medium within a data
storage drive. The data storage drive may include a drive
controller configured to receive and execute commands. For
example, host software running on the information handling
system may provide the drive controller with a command to
write a set of data to the data storage medium or to read a
set of data from the data storage medium. Cache space on the
data storage medium may be referred to as media cache
space and may be configured to temporarily store data to
facilitate writing data to or reading data from the data
storage medium.

SUMMARY

[0006] In one aspect, a disclosed method may include a
drive controller performing various steps. For example, the
method may include receiving a command from a host to
write a set of data to a storage space of a data storage
medium associated with the drive controller. The method
may also include determining that insufficient space is
available in a cache space of the data storage medium to
write the set of data to the cache space. The method may also
include dynamically converting an available portion of the
storage space into a dynamic cache space associated with the
cache space based on determining that insufficient space is
available in the cache space. The dynamically converted
dynamic cache space may remain visible to the host as the
available portion of the storage space. The method may also
include writing the set of data to the cache space in response
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to dynamically converting the available portion into the
dynamic cache space. Finally, the method may include
reporting to the host that the set of data is written to the
storage space of the data storage medium in response to
writing the set of data to the cache space.

[0007] In another aspect, a disclosed apparatus may
include a data storage medium including a storage space and
a cache space, a processor, and a computer-readable medium
including instructions that, when read and executed by the
processor, may be configured to cause the processor to
perform various steps. For example, the processor may
receive a command from a host to write a set of data to the
storage space of the data storage medium. The processor
may also determine that insufficient space is available in the
cache space of the data storage medium to write the set of
data to the cache space. The processor may also dynamically
convert an available portion of the storage space into a
dynamic cache space associated with the cache space based
on determining that insufficient space is available in the
cache space. When the processor performs the dynamic
conversion, however, the dynamic cache space may remain
visible to the host as the available portion of the storage
space. The processor may also write the set of data to the
cache space in response to dynamically converting the
available portion into the dynamic cache space. Finally, the
processor may report to the host, in response to writing the
set of data to the cache space, that the set of data is written
to the storage space of the data storage medium.

[0008] In another aspect, an article of manufacture may
include a machine-readable medium and instructions on the
machine-readable medium that, when read and executed by
a processor, may be configured to cause the processor to
perform one or more of the steps described above in relation
to the disclosed method and/or the disclosed apparatus.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009] For a more complete understanding of the present
invention and its features and advantages, reference is now
made to the following description, taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings, in which:

[0010] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of selected elements of
an embodiment of an information handling system employ-
ing a data storage drive with a dynamic media cache;
[0011] FIG. 2 is a perspective view of selected elements of
an embodiment of a data storage drive within an information
handling system that may include a dynamic cache;

[0012] FIG. 3 is a block diagram of selected elements of
an embodiment of a drive controller configured to dynami-
cally convert an available storage space of a data storage
medium into a dynamic cache space;

[0013] FIG. 4A is a top view of exemplary data tracks
written on a data storage medium using perpendicular mag-
netic recording (PMR);

[0014] FIG. 4B is a top view of exemplary data tracks
written on a data storage medium using shingled magnetic
recording (SMR);

[0015] FIG. 5is a perspective view of selected elements of
a data storage medium having a cache space and a storage
space, the storage space having an available portion that may
be dynamically converted into a dynamic cache space asso-
ciated with the cache space;

[0016] FIG. 6 is a flowchart depicting selected elements of
an embodiment of a method for provisioning and using a
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dynamic cache space in a data storage drive within an
information handling system; and

[0017] FIG. 7 is a flowchart depicting selected elements of
an embodiment of a method for flushing a cache space and
reconverting a dynamic cache space into available storage
space in a data storage drive within an information handling
system.

DESCRIPTION OF PARTICULAR
EMBODIMENT(S)

[0018] In the following description, details are set forth by
way of example to facilitate discussion of the disclosed
subject matter. It should be apparent to a person of ordinary
skill in the field, however, that the disclosed embodiments
are exemplary and not exhaustive of all possible embodi-
ments.

[0019] For the purposes of this disclosure, an information
handling system may include an instrumentality or aggre-
gate of instrumentalities operable to compute, classify, pro-
cess, transmit, receive, retrieve, originate, switch, store,
display, manifest, detect, record, reproduce, handle, or uti-
lize various forms of information, intelligence, or data for
business, scientific, control, entertainment, or other pur-
poses. For example, an information handling system may be
a server, a personal computer, a PDA, a consumer electronic
device, a network storage device, or another suitable device
and may vary in size, shape, performance, functionality, and
price. The information handling system may include
memory, one or more processing resources such as a central
processing unit (CPU) or hardware or software control logic.
Additional components of the information handling system
may include one or more storage devices, one or more
communications ports for communicating with external
devices as well as various input and output (I/0) devices,
such as a keyboard, a mouse, and a video display. The
information handling system may also include one or more
buses operable to transmit communication between the
various hardware components.

[0020] Additionally, the information handling system may
include firmware for controlling and/or communicating
with, for example, hard drives, network circuitry, memory
devices, 1/0 devices, and other peripheral devices. As used
in this disclosure, firmware includes software embedded in
an information handling system component used to perform
predefined tasks. Firmware is commonly stored in non-
volatile memory, or memory that does not lose stored data
upon the loss of power. In some examples, firmware asso-
ciated with an information handling system component is
stored in non-volatile memory that is accessible to one or
more information handling system components. In the same
or other examples, firmware associated with an information
handling system component is stored in non-volatile
memory that is dedicated to and comprises part of that
component.

[0021] For the purposes of this disclosure, computer-
readable media may include an instrumentality or aggrega-
tion of instrumentalities that may retain data and/or instruc-
tions for a period of time. Computer-readable media may
include, without limitation, storage media such as a direct
access storage device (e.g., a hard disk drive or floppy disk),
a sequential access storage device (e.g., a tape disk drive), a
compact disk, a CD-ROM, a DVD, random access memory
(RAM), read-only memory (ROM), an electrically erasable
programmable read-only memory (EEPROM), and/or a
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flash memory device such as a solid state drive (SSD).
Computer-readable media may also include communica-
tions media such as wires, optical fibers, microwaves, radio
waves, and other electromagnetic and/or optical carriers,
and/or any combination of the foregoing.

[0022] Particular embodiments are best understood by
reference to FIGS. 1-7 wherein like numbers are used to
indicate like and corresponding parts.

[0023] FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram of selected
elements of an embodiment of an information handling
system 100 employing a data storage drive with a dynamic
media cache. More specifically, within information handling
system 100, data storage resource 150 includes data storage
drive controller 152 communicatively coupled with data
storage medium 155. Data storage drive controller 152 may
be configured to write data to and read data from data
storage medium 155 based on commands received from
other components of information handling system 100. As
data storage drive controller 152 reads and writes, data
storage drive controller 152 may dynamically convert stor-
age space within data storage medium 155 into dynamic
cache space according to various embodiments that will be
described below.

[0024] As shown in FIG. 1, information handling system
100 may include processor subsystem 120, which may
comprise one or more processors, and system bus 125,
which may communicatively couple various other system
components to processor subsystem 120. For example, sys-
tem bus 125 may couple memory subsystem 130, I/O
subsystem 140, and network interface 160 to processor
subsystem 120. In certain embodiments, system bus 125
may also couple local data storage resource 150 to processor
subsystem 120 such that processor subsystem 120 may send
commands to data storage drive controller 152 to write data
to and/or read data from data storage medium 155. System
bus 125 may include one or more bus structures, each
implemented by any one of a variety of suitable types of bus
structures, such as a memory bus, a peripheral bus, or a local
bus using various bus architectures in selected embodi-
ments. For example, such architectures may include, but are
not limited to, Micro Channel Architecture (MCA) bus,
Industry Standard Architecture (ISA) bus, Enhanced ISA
(EISA) bus, Peripheral Component Interconnect (PCI) bus,
PCI Express (PCle) bus, HyperTransport (HT) bus, and
Video Electronics Standards Association (VESA) local bus.
[0025] As depicted in FIG. 1, processor subsystem 120
may comprise a system, device, or apparatus operable to
interpret and/or execute program instructions and/or process
data, and may include one or more microprocessors, micro-
controllers, digital signal processors (DSPs), application
specific integrated circuits (ASICs), or other digital or
analog circuitry configured to interpret and/or execute pro-
gram instructions and/or process data. In some embodi-
ments, processor subsystem 120 may interpret and/or
execute program instructions and/or process data stored
locally (e.g., in memory subsystem 130 or in data storage
resource 150). In the same or alternative embodiments,
processor subsystem 120 may interpret and/or execute pro-
gram instructions and/or process data stored remotely (e.g.,
in data storage resource 170). For example, processor sub-
system 120 may interpret and/or execute certain program
instructions that cause processor subsystem 120 to send read
and/or commands to data storage resources 150 and/or 170.
The commands sent by processor subsystem 120 may be
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executed by data storage drive controllers 152 and/or 172 to
dynamically convert storage space of data storage media 155
and/or 175 into dynamic cache space according to various
aspects described in more detail below in relation to FIG. 3.
[0026] Memory subsystem 130 may comprise a system,
device, or apparatus operable to retain and/or retrieve pro-
gram instructions and/or data for a period of time (e.g.,
computer-readable media). Memory subsystem 130 may
comprise random access memory (RAM), electrically eras-
able programmable read-only memory (EEPROM), a PCM-
CIA card, flash memory, magnetic storage, opto-magnetic
storage, and/or a suitable selection and/or array of volatile or
non-volatile memory that retains data after information
handling system 100 is powered down.

[0027] 1/O subsystem 140 may comprise a system, device,
or apparatus generally operable to receive and/or transmit
data to/from/within information handling system 100. I/O
subsystem 140 may represent, for example, a variety of
communication interfaces, graphics interfaces, video inter-
faces, user input interfaces, and/or peripheral interfaces.
[0028] Information handling system 100 may include one
or more local storage resources such as data storage resource
150. Data storage resource 150 may include one or more
hard disk drives, solid state drives, floppy disk drives,
CD-ROM drive, and/or other types of data storage devices
including a rotating storage medium, flash memory,
EEPROM, and/or other types of computer-readable storage
media. As shown in FIG. 1, data storage resource 150 may
include data storage drive controller 152 and data storage
medium 155. Data storage drive controller 152 may be
communicatively coupled with system bus 125, allowing
data storage drive controller 152 to communicate with other
components of information handling system 100. For
example, data storage drive controller 152 may be config-
ured to receive commands from a host (e.g., software
running on processor subsystem 120) and, according to the
commands, may read data from and/or write data to data
storage medium 155. Data storage medium 155 may include
computer-readable media and may be generally operable to
store instructions and/or data.

[0029] In operation, processor subsystem 120 or a remote
client may send data storage drive controller 152 a command
to write data (e.g., executable code in the form of program
files) to data storage medium 155. Data storage drive con-
troller 152 may write the data to a cached space of data
storage medium 155 that holds the data temporarily until
data storage drive controller 152 has time to move the data
to a storage space of data storage medium 155. Later, data
storage drive controller 152 may receive a command to read
the data from data storage medium 155 (e.g., to load the
executable code into memory subsystem 130 for execution
by processor subsystem 120). Again, data storage drive
controller 152 may utilize the cache space to facilitate
recalling the data. For example, if the data has been recently
or frequently read, the cache space may provide the data
more readily than if data storage drive controller had to read
the data from the storage space of data storage medium 155.
In some embodiments, data storage drive controller 152 may
be configured to dynamically convert an available portion of
the storage space of data storage medium 155 into a dynamic
cache space associated with the cache space. Dynamically
converting of storage space into cache space may further
facilitate reading and/or writing data to the storage space and
will be described in more detail below.
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[0030] As shown in FIG. 1, additional elements may also
be included in or communicatively coupled to information
handling system 100. For example, network 165 and data
storage resource 170 may be external to information han-
dling system 100 and/or located remotely from other ele-
ments of information handling system 100. As shown, data
storage resource 170 may include data storage drive con-
troller 172 and data storage medium 175.

[0031] Network interface 160 may be any suitable system,
apparatus, or device operable to serve as an interface
between information handling system 100 and a network
165. Network interface 160 may enable information han-
dling system 100 to communicate over network 165 using a
suitable transmission protocol and/or standard. For example,
network 165 may implement, employ, or be a part of a
network attached storage (NAS), a storage area network
(SAN), personal area network (PAN), local area network
(LAN), a metropolitan area network (MAN), a wide area
network (WAN), a wireless local area network (WLAN), a
virtual private network (VPN), an intranet, the Internet or
another appropriate architecture or system that facilitates the
communication of signals, data and/or messages (generally
referred to as data). Network 165 may transmit data using a
desired storage and/or communication protocol, including,
but not limited to, Fibre Channel, Frame Relay, Asynchro-
nous Transfer Mode (ATM), Internet protocol (IP), other
packet-based protocol, small computer system interface
(SCSI), Internet SCSI (iSCSI), Serial Attached SCSI (SAS)
or another transport that operates with the SCSI protocol,
advanced technology attachment (ATA), serial ATA (SATA),
advanced technology attachment packet interface (ATAPI),
serial storage architecture (SSA), integrated drive electron-
ics (IDE), and/or any combination thereof. Network 165 and
its various components may be implemented using hard-
ware, software, or any combination thereof. In certain
embodiments, information handling system 100 and net-
work 165 may be included in a rack domain.

[0032] In some embodiments, network interface 160 may
be communicatively coupled via network 165 to a network
storage resource such as data storage resource 170. For
example, as shown, network data storage resource 170 may
include data storage drive controller 172 and data storage
medium 175. In certain examples, network data storage
resource 170 may provide similar or identical functionality
as described above in relation to local data storage resource
150. However, data storage resource 170 may differ from
data storage resource 150 in that data storage resource 170
may be located remotely from information handling system
100 and may be accessible by information handling system
100 via network 165. Accordingly, reading and/or writing to
data storage resource 170 may be associated with slower
performance (e.g., longer latency) as compared to reading
and/or writing to data storage resource 150, which may be
integrated into information handling system 100. Specifi-
cally, data storage drive controller 152 may communicate
directly with processor subsystem 120 and other elements of
information handling system 100 over system bus 125 to
provide faster performance (e.g., less latency) than may be
possible over network interface 160 and network 165.

[0033] FIG. 2 is a perspective view of selected elements of
an embodiment of a data storage drive 200 within an
information handling system that may include a dynamic
cache. For example, data storage resources 150 and/or 170,
discussed above in relation to information handling system
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100 of FIG. 1, may be partially or fully implemented by data
storage drive 200. Data storage drive 200 may be used to
store instructions and/or data and, as such, may include one
or more data storage media suitable for a specific embodi-
ment. For example, in FIG. 2, data storage drive 200 is
illustrated as a hard disk drive (HDD) with a data storage
medium 202, shown as one of a plurality of hard disk
platters. However, while FIG. 2 illustrates data storage drive
200 in the context of an HDD having particular elements,
various modifications may be recognized by those of ordi-
nary skill in the art to fall within the spirit and scope of the
present disclosure. For example, in various embodiments,
data storage drive 200 may include a solid state drive (SSD)
and/or another suitable type of storage drive rather than an
HDD. Additionally, data storage drive 200 may include
more, fewer, or different elements than those illustrated in
FIG. 2. For example, data storage drive 200 may include
more or fewer hard disk platters than shown.

[0034] InFIG. 2, data storage medium 202 may be a hard
disk platter configured to store magnetically encoded data in
various ways. For example, surface 214 of data storage
medium 202 may include an annular writeable portion on
which data may be magnetically written or read using
perpendicular magnetic recording (PMR) technology,
shingled magnetic recording (SMR) technology, or another
suitable recording technology. PMR and SMR technology
will be described in more detail below in relation to FIG. 4.
As shown, data storage drive 200 may include a plurality of
hard disk platters similar to data storage medium 202
arranged vertically in a stack. While data storage medium
202 will be described in detail, it is noted that additional data
storage media (e.g., other hard disk platters in the stack) may
be configured to operate similarly or identically as data
storage medium 202.

[0035] Data storage drive 200 may include several ele-
ments configured to facilitate writing data to and reading
data from data storage medium 202. For example, as shown,
spindle 204 may be may configured to support or hold data
storage medium 202 to facilitate rotating (e.g., spinning)
data storage medium 202 about a center of data storage
medium 202. As such, spindle 204 may be arranged in the
center of data storage medium 202 and may include a motor
(not expressly shown) to cause the rotation. Read/write head
206 may be an electromagnetic device configured to inter-
face with surface 214 of data storage medium 202 by
magnetically writing data to and/or reading data from sur-
face 214. Head arm 208 may include a support arm config-
ured to support read/write head 206 and facilitate the posi-
tioning of read/write head 206 over a particular point of
surface 214. Actuator axis 210 may provide an axis about
which head arm 208 may be configured to swivel. Actuator
212 may include an actuator motor configured to precisely
effect the swiveling of head arm 208 about actuator axis 210.
Communication bus 222 may be a ribbon cable or other
means of communicatively coupling actuator 212 and/or
other components of data storage drive 200 to drive con-
troller 220.

[0036] In certain embodiments, drive controller 220 may
include hardware and/or software configured to receive
and/or process instructions and to direct various elements of
data storage drive 200 according to the instructions. For
example, drive controller 220 may be an embodiment of data
storage drive controller 152 or data storage drive controller
172, described above in relation to FIG. 1. Drive controller
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220 may receive commands causing drive controller 220 to
read and/or write data to data storage medium 202. In
various embodiments, drive controller 220 may configure
data storage medium 202 with a storage space and a cache
space and may dynamically convert an available portion of
the storage space into a dynamic cache space associated with
the cache space, as described in more detail below in relation
to FIG. 3. Interface connector 224 may facilitate communi-
catively coupling drive controller 220 to the host by a cable
or other communicative means. Specifically, interface con-
nector 224 may secure the cable to drive controller 220 such
that the host may communicate with drive controller 220
over the cable. In some examples, interface connector 224
may include a parallel ATA or IDE connector, a serial ATA
(SATA) connector, a SCSI connector, a serial attached SCSI
(SAS) connector, a fiber channel connector, an IEEE 1394
(FireWire) connector, a USB connector, a Thunderbolt con-
nector, or another suitable connector associated with a data
transfer protocol.

[0037] In operation, a host (e.g., software running on
processor subsystem 120, described above in relation to
FIG. 1) may send a command to drive controller 220 through
a cable or other communicative means connected to inter-
face connector 224. For example, the host may send a
command to drive controller 220 to write to or read from
data storage medium 202. On receiving the command, drive
controller 220 may process the command and direct the
motor associated with spindle 204 to cause spindle 204 and
data storage medium 202 to rotate at an appropriate rate so
as to rotate data storage medium 202. Drive controller 220
may also direct actuator 212 to cause head arm 208 to swivel
about actuator axis 210 to a particular arrangement whereby
read/write head 206 may be positioned over a particular
track of data storage medium 202. As data storage medium
202 rotates under read/write head 206, drive controller 220
may direct read/write head 206 to read data from or write
data to data storage medium 202 according to the command
from the host. For example, drive controller 220 may direct
read/write head 206 to use PMR or SMR technology to read
magnetically encoded data from or write magnetically
encoded data onto an annular writeable portion of surface
214 of data storage medium 202 while data storage medium
202 rotates. When the read or write operation is complete,
drive controller 220 may report back to the host that the
operation was successful. If the operation included a read,
drive controller 220 may also communicate the data read
from data storage medium 202 to the host.

[0038] FIG. 3 is a block diagram of selected elements of
an embodiment of a drive controller 300 configured to
dynamically convert an available storage space of a data
storage medium into a dynamic cache space. As shown,
drive controller 300 is communicatively coupled with an
exemplary host 320 and with an exemplary data storage
medium 330. Drive controller 300 may be configured to
receive commands from host 320 and direct data to be
written to and read from data storage medium 330. For
example, drive controller 300 may implement, fully or in
part, drive controller 220 (described above in relation to
FIG. 2) or data storage drive controllers 152 and/or 172
(described above in relation to FIG. 1). Similarly, host 320
may fully or partially implement software running on pro-
cessor subsystem 120 (described above in relation to FIG.
1). Data storage medium 330 may fully or partially imple-
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ment data storage medium 202 (described above in relation
to FIG. 2) or data storage media 155 and/or 175 (described
above in relation to FIG. 1).

[0039] As shown, drive controller 300 includes processor
302. Processor 302 may process commands received from
host 320 by executing program instructions and performing
calculations associated with reading and writing data to
storage. Processor 302 may be implemented by any type of
processor, such as a microcontroller, a digital signal proces-
sor (DSP), a field-programmable gate-array, an application-
specific integrated circuit, or any other digital or analog
circuitry configured to interpret and/or execute program
instructions and/or process data. Processor 302 may be
configured to interpret and/or execute program instructions
and/or data stored in memory 304.

[0040] Memory 304 may be implemented by computer-
readable memory media. For example, memory 304 may
encompass persistent and volatile media, fixed and remov-
able media, and magnetic and semiconductor media, among
others. Memory 304 is operable to store program instruc-
tions, data, or both. For example, program instructions
stored in memory 304 may take any suitable form such as
code, functions, libraries, scripts, applications, firmware,
etc. Memory 304 may include or store sets or sequences of
instructions executable by processor 302, as well as other
information, such as data related to reading and writing data
to a data storage medium. Program instructions stored in
memory 304 may configure drive controller 300 to perform
various tasks including, without limitation, directing data to
be written to data storage medium 330, directing data to be
read from data storage medium 330, and directing that an
available portion of a storage space on data storage medium
330 be dynamically converted into a dynamic cache space
associated with a cache space on data storage medium 330.
[0041] Host 320 may include hardware and/or software
within an information handling system such as information
handling system 100, described above in relation to FIG. 1.
More particularly, host 320 may include software instruc-
tions within a memory (e.g., memory subsystem 130) direct-
ing hardware (e.g., processor subsystem 120) to perform
particular tasks. For example, software 322 may include,
without limitation, driver software, operating system soft-
ware, or application software running on host 320. Accord-
ing to instructions from software 322, host 320 may direct
drive controller 300 to read data requested by software 322
from storage or write data that software 322 designates into
storage.

[0042] Data storage medium 330 may implement, fully or
in part, data storage medium 202 in FIG. 2 or data storage
media 155 and/or 175 of FIG. 1. For example, data storage
medium 330 may include one or more hard disk platters in
ahard disk drive, flash memory in a solid state drive, or other
suitable storage. Data storage medium 330 may be config-
ured to store and recall data as directed by drive controller
300. As such, data storage medium may include disk man-
agement space 332 for storing management data related to
operating data storage medium 330, and storage space 334
for storing data designated by host 320.

[0043] Storage space 334 may be configured to store data
designated for storage by host 320. Storage space 334 may
take up most of the writeable surface area of data storage
medium 330 and may provide a long-term storage location
for data that host 320 designates for storage by drive
controller 300.
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[0044] Disk management space 332 may be configured to
store data associated with enabling and improving proper
operation of data storage medium 330 within a data storage
drive. Disk management space 332 may use a smaller
portion of the writeable surface area of data storage medium
330 than storage space 334 and may be physically separated
from storage space 334 on data storage medium 330. For
example, in an embodiment where data storage medium 330
is a hard disk platter (e.g., as described above in relation to
data storage medium 202 of FIG. 2), a contiguous, annular
area around the outer diameter of data storage medium 330
may be formatted and set apart as disk management space
332. This will be illustrated and described in more detail
below in relation to FIG. 5.

[0045] While disk management space 332 may be config-
ured to store data, the storage capacity of disk management
space 332 might not be configured to be available for
long-term storage of data designated for storage by host 320.
As such, the storage capacity associated with disk manage-
ment space 332 might not be visible to host 320. For
example, drive controller 300 might not indicate to host 320
that disk management space 332 exists or includes available
storage space. Accordingly, if data storage medium has a
total storage capacity of 600 gigabytes (GB) and 100 GB are
formatted or otherwise set apart as disk management space
332, drive controller 300 may report to host 320 that 500 GB
of storage space is available on data storage medium 330
when data storage medium 330 is empty (e.g., when no data
is stored on data storage medium 330). Thus, 500 GB, rather
than 600 GB, of storage capacity may be visible to host 320
as being available for storing data, while 100 GB may be
invisible to host 320, or visible but unavailable for storing
data.

[0046] Within disk management space 332, management
data such as overhead data, metadata, temporary or cached
data, and/or other data used by drive controller 300 to
efficiently perform data storage and recall operations at the
direction of host 320 may be stored. As shown in FIG. 3,
disk management space 332 may include within the con-
tiguous block of data storage medium 330 a cache manage-
ment table 336, a data management table 338, and a cache
space 340. Additionally, disk management space 332 may
further include other data spaces configured to store other
management data not expressly illustrated in FIG. 3.
[0047] Cache management table 336 may be implemented
on a dedicated area of disk management space 332. Cache
management table 336 may be configured to store informa-
tion indicative of what data is currently stored in cache space
340 and may be read and updated by drive controller 300 to
help drive controller 300 track information about cache
space 340. For example, cache management table 336 may
store the identity of data currently stored in cache space 340,
the status of data stored within cache space 340, the location
of data within cache space 340, etc.

[0048] Similarly, data management table 338 may be
implemented on another dedicated area of disk management
space 332. Data management table 338 may be configured
to store information indicative of data currently stored in
storage space 334 and may allow drive controller 300 to
track information about data stored in storage space 334. For
example, data management table 338 may include informa-
tion about how much storage space is available within
storage space 334 and where available storage blocks are
located within data storage medium 330. Data management
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table 338 may also include identity information, status
information, location information, and other information
related to data stored within storage space 334. For example,
data management table 338 may include information such as
whether the data is active or may be reclaimed, whether the
data should be migrated to a different location within storage
space 334, and so forth. Data management table 338 may
also include metadata such as the size of data stored within
storage space 334, the identity of software that the data is
associated with (e.g., software 322 running on host 320), and
so forth. Data management table 338 may also include any
other information enabling drive controller 300 to read and
write data to data storage medium 330 properly and/or
efficiently.

[0049] Cache space 340 may be implemented on another
dedicated area of the contiguous block of disk management
space 332. Cache space 340 may be configured to cache data
during the process of reading the data from or writing the
data to storage space 334. For example, cache space 340
may be used as a holding space to temporarily store the data
before writing the data more permanently to storage space
334. Additionally, cache space 340 may be used to store
recently and/or frequently accessed data to provide host 320
with easier access to the data when reading the data.

[0050] Cache space 340 may allow drive controller 300 to
read and write data more efficiently. In certain examples,
drive controller 300 could be configured to always write data
directly to storage space 334 and to always read data directly
from storage space 334. However, always writing and read-
ing in this manner may be inefficient. Mechanical or other
limitations of storage drive technology such as spinning a
hard disk platter at a particular speed, moving a read/write
head to a particular location, etc., make direct write and read
operations take relatively long periods of time. Such limi-
tations are compounded when data is broken into fragments
and written to different parts of the data storage medium.
Accordingly, write operations may be made more efficient
by using cache space 340 as a buffer for data designated to
be ultimately stored in storage space 334. Specifically,
immediately after receiving a request from host 320 to write
data to storage space 334, drive controller 300 may write the
data to a contiguous area within cache space 340. Later,
when drive controller 300 finishes higher priority tasks,
drive controller 300 may flush (e.g., copy or move) the data
from the temporary location within cache space 340 to a
more permanent location within storage space 334. In a
similar manner, inefficiencies in reading frequently or
recently accessed data directly from data storage medium
330 may be improved by employing cache space 340 as a
readily accessible buffer to temporarily hold the frequently
or recently accessed data.

[0051] As long as cache space 340 has enough storage
space to readily buffer data to be written to storage space 334
and hold frequently and/or recently accessed data, cache
space 340 may increase the efficiency with which drive
controller 300 can perform write and read operations. How-
ever, as cache space 340 fills up (e.g., because it is too busy
with higher-priority tasks to flush data from cache space 340
into storage space 334), the efficiency gains provided by
cache space 340 may decline, causing the overall perfor-
mance of drive controller 300 to diminish. Such perfor-
mance decreases may create undesirable effects for a user of
software 322 of host 320 because drive controller 300 might
not be able to keep up with the demands of the software.
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Accordingly, dynamically increasing the size of cache space
340 in response to determining that cache space 340 is
becoming too full to realize intended efficiency gains may be
desirable. Methods for dynamically increasing the size of
cache space 340 will be described in more detail below in
reference to FIGS. 6-7.

[0052] FIGS. 4A and 4B (collectively FIG. 4), illustrate
different technologies that may be used to read and write
data from a data storage medium such as data storage
medium 202 of FIG. 2 or data storage medium 330 of FIG.
3. More specifically, FIG. 4A shows a top view of exemplary
data tracks written on a data storage medium using perpen-
dicular magnetic recording (PMR), while FIG. 4B shows a
top view of exemplary data tracks written on a data storage
medium using shingled magnetic recording (SMR).

[0053] Referring to data storage medium 202 of FIG. 2 as
an example, data may be stored on data storage medium 202
along one or more spiral-shaped or circular tracks. For
example, a single continuous track may start at an outer
diameter of data storage medium 202 and spiral inward
toward an inner diameter of data storage medium 202.
Additionally or alternatively, a plurality of concentric cir-
cular tracks of different diameters may be arranged from the
outer diameter to the inner diameter of data storage medium
202. In FIG. 4, relatively short lengths of adjacent track
sections 400 (e.g., 400-1 through 400-7) and 410 (e.g., 410-1
through 410-7) are shown. While track sections 400 and 410
may be illustrated as being rectangular and identical, it will
be understood that each track section 400 and 410 may
actually be a short arc of a larger spiral-shaped or circular
track.

[0054] As shown in FIG. 4A, PMR track sections 400 may
be arranged in close proximity to one another. In certain
examples, PMR track sections 400 may touch or very nearly
touch one another so that the areal density of data written
onto the data storage medium by the read/write head may be
maximized. Because of intrinsic characteristics of the tech-
nology of certain read/write heads, the width of a track
written by a read/write head may be different than the width
of a track read by the read/write head. For example, as
shown in FIG. 4A, the technology in a read/write head may
cause the read/write head to write data with width 402 while
reading data with narrower width 404. Because the tracks do
not overlap, data may be written to and/or read from each
track independently of the other tracks. Accordingly, PMR
technology allows data to be written and/or read randomly
(e.g., non-sequentially) from different areas of the data
storage medium in a straightforward and efficient manner.
Each track may not only be read independently, but may also
be written or read and rewritten independently. However,
because each track is independent and overlapping, PMR
technology may inefficiently waste certain portions of each
track by writing to the portions but never reading them back.
Specifically, margins 406 illustrate portions of tracks 400
that may be written by the read/write head but not used for
reading by the read/write head. The areal density of tracks on
a data storage medium could be increased if margins 406
were repurposed to store additional data.

[0055] As shown in FIG. 4B, SMR track sections 410 may
not only be in close proximity to one another, but may
actually overlap with one another. As with PMR technology
illustrated in FIG. 4A, a read/write head may write data to
tracks 410 with width 412 while reading data with narrower
width 414. However, in order to increase the areal density of
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tracks on the data storage medium, the read/write head may
be configured to write over a portion of a neighboring track
that might not be read by the read/write head anyway.
Accordingly, each track may overlap with a neighboring
track similar to the way that shingles overlap on a roof. SMR
technology reduces or eliminates portions of the track not
used for reading (e.g., margins 406 of FIG. 4A) so as to
allow for greater areal density of tracks on a data storage
medium. Thus, given a particular region of a data storage
medium, more data may be stored within the region when
the data is written using SMR technology than when the data
is written using PMR technology.

[0056] Unfortunately, the increased areal data density of
SMR technology may cause each track to be dependent on
neighboring tracks, making random writes more compli-
cated. Specifically, because of the overlap of the tracks
written by SMR technology, writing one track may over-
write an overlapping portion of a neighboring track. For
example, if a read/write head writes track 410-1, a readable
portion at the top of track 410-2 may be partially or
completely overwritten. This effect may be mitigated by
reading an independent band of SMR tracks (e.g., a set of
tracks that may overlap with one another but not with other
tracks) and rewriting the entire band of SMR tracks sequen-
tially. For example, tracks 410 illustrated in FIG. 4B may
represent a single band of tracks such that no other track
overlaps with track 410-r, and a drive controller may be
configured to write data to track 410-1. The drive controller
may first read the data from each of the four tracks (e.g.,
along the top portion with width 414 of each track), and then
rewrite all the tracks in order from 410-1 down to 410-» to
overwrite part of the track with new data while rewriting
another part of the track not intended to be changed with the
old data. In this way, the data on each track may remain
intact and the benefits of the increased track density will be
realized. However, it may be undesirable or unacceptable for
a host program directing the data to be written to have to
wait for each track to be read and rewritten in this way.

[0057] Accordingly, a drive controller may be configured
to employ both PMR technology and SMR technology on
the same data storage medium. For example, a drive con-
troller may employ PMR technology for data caching and
other disk management (e.g., disk management space 332 of
FIG. 3) while employing SMR technology for longer-term
data storage (e.g., storage space 334 of FIG. 3). Specifically,
as described above in relation to FIG. 3, data designated by
host 320 to be stored may be quickly written to cache space
340 (using PMR technology) and then, when the drive
controller has time, flushed to higher-density storage space
334 (using SMR technology). In this way, the drive con-
troller may mitigate the undesirable delay of SMR writes
while still realizing the benefit of higher SMR areal data
density.

[0058] While the combination of PMR and SMR technol-
ogy may provide great benefits while cache space 340 has
remaining capacity, the benefits may become exhausted and
performance of the data storage drive may decrease as cache
space 340 fills up. For example, as cache space 340 (for-
matted as PMR) fills up, the data storage controller may
have to write data designated by the host directly to storage
space 334 (formatted as SMR), which may be slow due to
the nature of SMR technology as described above. Addi-
tionally, because cache space 340 and storage space 334 are
formatted differently, it may be difficult to determine how
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much disk space to allocate to cache space 340 and how
much to allocate for the host to use as storage space 334.
[0059] In certain embodiments, cache space 340 and stor-
age space 334 may be configured such that cache space 340
may dynamically increase and decrease in response to
current needs of the host. For example, when the host writes
large amounts of data at once so that cache space 340 would
fill up and performance of the data storage drive would
decrease, the drive controller may borrow an available
portion of storage space 334 and reformat the space to use
PMR technology for caching data. Later, when storage space
334 nears full capacity and/or when the host decreases the
frequency of writes such that the drive controller has more
time, the drive controller may dynamically return the bor-
rowed space from cache space 330 back to storage space 334
by reformatting the space using SMR technology and again
making it available for data storage. As will be described in
more detail below in relation to FIGS. 5-7, the drive con-
troller might not report this borrowing and/or reformatting to
the host but may make the borrowed space appear to be
available storage space even while the space is actually
temporarily converted for use as dynamic cache space.
[0060] FIG. 5is a perspective view of selected elements of
an embodiment of a data storage medium having a cache
space and a storage space, the storage space having an
available portion that may be dynamically converted into a
dynamic cache space associated with the cache space. Spe-
cifically, a data storage medium 500 may include an annular
writeable portion with data tracks (e.g., similar to tracks 400
and/or 410 of FIG. 4) written and read between outer
diameter 502 and inner diameter 504.

[0061] As shown, a disk management space including
static cache space 510 may be written beginning proximate
outer diameter 502 of the writeable portion and progressing
substantially inward toward inner diameter 504 of the write-
able portion. The disk management space may be formatted
to use PMR technology, described above in relation to FIG.
4, and may be an embodiment of disk management space
332, described above in relation to FIG. 3. As such, the disk
management space may include a cache management table
fully or partially embodying cache management table 336
and a data management table fully or partially embodying
cache management table 338 (not expressly shown). The
disk management space may also include static cache space
510. As will be described in more detail below, static cache
space 510 may be dynamically associated with a dynamic
cache illustrated as configurable portion 530. Together, static
cache space 510 and configurable portion 530 (formatted to
constitute a dynamic cache space) may form a cache space
fully or partially embodying cache space 340 described in
relation to FIG. 3. For clarity of description, the manage-
ment tables and/or other parts of the disk management space
are not explicitly illustrated in FIG. 5, but will be understood
to be arranged in any suitable location on data storage
medium 500. For example, the management tables and/or
other parts of the disk management space may be arranged
proximate outer diameter 502 near static cache space 510.
[0062] Because of the geometry of the disk, data tracks
near outer diameter 502 may be faster to write and read than
data tracks near inner diameter 504. For example, with one
rotation of data storage medium 500, a relatively long data
track may pass under a read/write head positioned near outer
diameter 502 while a relatively short data track may pass
under the read/write head if the head is positioned near inner



US 2016/0321174 Al

diameter 504. Accordingly, arranging static cache space 510
near outer diameter 502 may help ensure that data from the
host can be written as quickly as possible into static cache
space 510.

[0063] As showninFIG. 5, storage space 520 may be used
to store data on a more long-term basis. For example, data
written temporarily to static cache space 510 may be flushed
to storage space 520 for long-term storage when the drive
controller has time to perform such a flush. In contrast to
static cache space 510, storage space 520 may be written
beginning proximate inner diameter 504 of the writeable
portion and may progress substantially outward toward outer
diameter 502 of the writeable portion. For example, data
may be written to storage space 520 using a time-based
algorithm. More specifically, each set of data received from
the host may be written to storage space 520 based on a time
stamp associated with the set of data such that sets of data
received from the host earlier in time may be stored more
proximate inner diameter 504 and sets of data received from
the host later in time may be stored more proximate outer
diameter 502. Although the data tracks near inner diameter
504 might not be as quickly accessible as the data tracks near
outer diameter 502, writing storage space 520 might like-
wise not be as critical as writing static cache space 510, since
storage space 520 may be written primarily when the drive
controller has time available.

[0064] Storage space 522 illustrates a part of the storage
space between static cache space 510 and storage space 520.
While storage space 520 may already be written with data,
storage space 522 may still be unused and available for
storing data from the host. Thus, as illustrated, storage space
520 may grow into storage space 522. Storage spaces 520
and 522 may be formatted to use SMR technology, described
above in relation to FIG. 4. Together, storage spaces 520 and
522 may implement a storage space analogous to storage
space 334, described above in relation to FIG. 3. As such,
storage spaces 520 and 522 may be configured to store data
designated for storage by a host with a high areal data
density. However, because of the overlap inherent in SMR
technology, storage spaces 520 and 522 may be associated
with relatively poor performance for writing data, particu-
larly for random, non-sequential writes.

[0065] Asshown in FIG. 5, configurable space 530 may be
arranged between static cache space 510 and storage space
522 on data storage medium 500. Configurable space 530
may be large or small and may dynamically change in size
and relative location (e.g., nearer or farther from outer
diameter 502 and inner diameter 504) according to current
circumstances within data storage medium 500. Specifically,
as will be described in more detail below in reference to
FIGS. 6 and 7, a drive controller may dynamically convert
(e.g., reformat) configurable space 530 to be either an
available portion of storage space 522 or a dynamic cache
space associated with static cache space 510.

[0066] For example, if the drive controller determines that
there is plenty of available storage space on data storage
medium 500 (e.g., storage space 522 is relatively large) but
that static cache space 510 is nearly or completely filled, the
drive controller may convert configurable space 530 to be a
dynamic cache space associated with static cache space 510.
More specifically, the total cache space on data storage
medium 500 may include both static cache space 510, which
may have a fixed size and may be always unavailable to be
used by the host as part of the storage space, as well as
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configurable space 530, which may be converted from
storage space 522 (e.g., the available portion of the storage
space). When the drive controller determines that little
storage space is available on data storage medium 500 (e.g.,
storage space 522 is small) and/or that static cache space 510
has sufficient capacity, the drive controller may dynamically
reconvert (e.g., reformat) configurable space 530 from the
dynamic cache space back into the available portion of the
storage space.

[0067] When the drive controller converts configurable
space 530 from the available portion of the storage space
formatted using SMR technology into dynamic cache space
formatted using PMR technology, the drive controller may
take into account a conversion ratio indicative of the relative
areal data densities of the SMR and PMR technologies.
Similarly, when the drive controller reconverts configurable
space 530 from the dynamic cache space formatted using
PMR technology back into the available portion of the
storage space formatted using SMR technology, the drive
controller may use an inverse conversion ratio in a similar
way. For example, because SMR technology is capable of
storing data with a higher areal data density than PMR
technology, the drive controller may determine that configu-
rable space 530 can store a larger amount of data (e.g., 4 GB)
when formatted as storage space using SMR technology, and
a smaller amount of data (e.g., 3 GB) when formatted as
dynamic cache space using PMR technology. Thus, when
determining how much available storage space to convert
into dynamic cache space, a conversion ratio indicative of
the different areal data densities may be employed. For
example, if the drive controller determines that 3 GB of
dynamic cache space are to be created, the drive controller
may determine that 4 GB of storage space may be converted
to do so. Similarly, when the drive controller reconverts
configurable space 530 from dynamic cache space (PMR)
back into storage space (SMR), an inverse of the conversion
ratio may be taken into account in a similar way. For
example, the drive controller may determine that 3 GB of
dynamic cache space may provide 4 GB of available storage
space when converted and reformatted.

[0068] Thus, the cache space and the storage space may
dynamically grow and shrink together according to circum-
stances imposed by the host on the data storage drive. In one
embodiment, regardless of how configurable space 530 is
formatted and/or is being used by the drive controller, the
drive controller may represent to the host that configurable
space 530 is always available for use by the host in storing
data. Accordingly, various dynamic conversions of configu-
rable portion 530 from available storage space to dynamic
cache space or from dynamic cache space to available
storage space may be performed unilaterally by the drive
controller without making the host aware of the conversions.

[0069] FIG. 6 is a flowchart depicting selected elements of
an embodiment of a method for provisioning and using a
dynamic cache space in a data storage drive within an
information handling system. In various embodiments, the
steps of method 600 may be performed in any order or may
be performed simultaneously in parallel with one another.
Method 600 may also be performed before, after, or in
parallel with method 700, described below in relation to
FIG. 7. Method 600 may be performed by a drive controller
such as data storage drive controllers 152 or 172 of FIG. 1,
drive controller 220 of FIG. 2, or drive controller 300 of
FIG. 3. The drive controller may be associated with and may
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perform method 600 using one or more data storage media
such as data storage media 155 or 175 of FIG. 1, data storage
medium 202 of FIG. 2, data storage medium 330 of FIG. 3,
or data storage medium 500 of FIG. 5. In particular, the data
storage medium may include a cache space (e.g., an imple-
mentation of cache space 340 in FIG. 3 or cache space 510
in FIG. 5), a storage space (e.g., an implementation of
storage space 334 in FIG. 3 or storage spaces 520 and 522
in FIG. 5), and a configurable space that may be dynamically
converted from an available portion of the storage space into
a dynamic cache space associated with the cache space (e.g.,
an implementation of configurable space 530 in FIG. 5). The
drive controller may perform method 600 based on direction
received from a host such as host 320, described above in
reference to FIG. 3.

[0070] Method 600 may begin at step 605 and wait for a
communication from the host before advancing to step 610.
At step 610, the drive controller may receive a command
from the host to write a set of data to the data storage
medium. Method 600 may then advance to step 615.
[0071] At step 615, the drive controller may determine
whether sufficient space is available in the cache space to
temporarily store the set of data. For example, the drive
controller may refer to a cache management table to deter-
mine if the cache space is full or contains available space to
cache the set of data. For example, the cache management
table may be an embodiment of cache management table
336 described above in relation to data storage medium 330
in FIG. 3. If the drive controller determines that insufficient
space is available in the cache space to write the set of data
to the cache space, method 600 may proceed to step 620
(No). Conversely, if the drive controller determines that
sufficient space is available for the cache space to write the
set of data, method 600 may proceed to step 635 (Yes).
[0072] Inthe situation where insufficient space is available
to write the set of data to the cache space, the drive controller
may be configured to increase the size of the cache to make
room for the set of data. More specifically, at step 620, the
drive controller may determine how much additional space
is needed in the cache space in order to write the set of data
to the cache space. In some embodiments, the drive con-
troller may determine exactly how much additional space is
needed to store the set of data along with space in the cache
space that is available. For example, if the set of data is 100
megabytes (MB) and the drive controller determines that the
cache space has only 40 MB available, the drive controller
may determine that 60 MB of additional space are needed.
In other embodiments, the drive controller may determine an
amount of additional space larger than what is needed to
store the set of data. For example, if the set of data is 100
MB and the cache space has 40 MB available, the drive
controller may determine that additional space of a constant,
predetermined size such as 1000 MB (i.e. 1 GB) may be
needed. In this way, the additional space may allow addi-
tional sets of data to be cached without the drive controller
having to repeat steps 620 through 630 for each and every
set of data received. As described above in relation to FIG.
5, the drive controller may employ a conversion ratio to
determine an amount of storage space (having SMR areal
density) that corresponds with the additional amount of
cache space (having PMR areal density). Method 600 may
then proceed to step 625.

[0073] At step 625, the drive controller may determine
that an available portion of the storage space (e.g., storage
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space 522 of FIG. 5) is sufficient to store the set of data.
More specifically, if the amount of additional space deter-
mined at step 620 was 60 MB, the drive controller may
determine that the available portion of the storage space is
at least 60 MB. If the amount of additional space determined
at step 620 was 1 GB, the drive controller may determine
that the available portion of the storage space is at least 1
GB. If the determined amount of additional space is not
available in the storage space, the storage medium may be
highly fragmented and/or filled to capacity, and method 600
may end until the data storage medium can be defragmented
or until space otherwise becomes available. However, when
the drive controller determines that the amount of additional
space determined at step 620 is present in the available
portion of the storage space, method 600 may proceed to
step 630.

[0074] At step 630, the drive controller may dynamically
convert the available portion of the storage space into a
dynamic cache space associated with the cache space. For
example, the drive controller may reformat an amount of
space determined at step 620 (e.g., 60 MB or 1 GB in the
examples described above) from SMR technology used for
high-density storage to PMR technology used for efficiently
writing data to the cache space. Although the dynamic cache
space might not actually be currently available for long-term
data storage after it is reformatted to PMR technology and
associated with the cache space, the dynamic cache space
may remain visible to the host as being the available portion
of the storage space. As described in more detail below with
respect to FIG. 7, the drive controller may safely misrepre-
sent the way that the configurable space is being used to the
host because the drive controller may reconvert the dynamic
cache space back into available storage space before the host
actually uses the available storage space to store data.
Method 600 may then proceed to step 635.

[0075] Whether method 600 arrives at step 635 from step
615 or from step 630, at step 635 the drive controller may
write the set of data to the cache space. If the dynamic cache
space was converted from the available storage space in step
630, some or all of the set of data may be stored to the
dynamic cache space. After the set of data is written to the
cache space, method 600 may proceed to step 640.

[0076] At step 640, the drive controller may report to the
host that the set of data is written to the storage space of the
data storage medium. It will be noted that at step 640, the set
of data might not actually be written to the storage space yet,
but only to the cache space. However, because the drive
controller may be configured to eventually flush the set of
data from the cache space to the storage space without
further direction from the host (as described below in
relation to FIG. 7), the drive controller may report to the host
that writing the set of data to the storage space has already
been performed. In this way, the caching, and the details of
the dynamic caching in particular, may be abstracted away
from the host such that the host may simply send read and
write commands to the drive controller without accounting
for the data caching or the details of how dynamic caching
is performed. After the report to the host is made, method
600 may return to step 605 where the drive controller may
wait to receive additional direction from the host or, if the
host has not directed that a higher-priority task be per-
formed, may perform additional tasks as described below in
relation to FIG. 7. For example, after reporting to the host
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that the set of data was written to the storage space, the drive
controller may flush the set of data from the cache space to
the storage space.

[0077] FIG. 7 is a flowchart depicting selected elements of
an embodiment of a method for flushing a cache space and
reconverting a dynamic cache space into available storage
space in a data storage drive within an information handling
system. Method 700 may be performed by any suitable drive
controller such as the same drive controller described above
in relation to method 600 in FIG. 6. Likewise, method 700
may be performed on the same data storage medium having
the same cache space, storage space, and/or configurable
space (e.g., available storage space or dynamic cache space)
as described in relation to method 600. Accordingly, method
700 may be performed in conjunction with method 600. For
example, in some embodiments, method 700 may be per-
formed by the drive controller when the host described
above in relation to method 600 has not given the drive
controller any high-priority direction, leaving the drive
controller with sufficient time to perform method 700 while
waiting for additional direction from the host. In some
examples, method 700 may be performed even though
method 600 may be ongoing or the host may have directed
that the drive controller perform a high-priority task such as
writing a set of data. For example, if the available storage
space on the data storage medium is getting too small,
method 700 may need to be performed to reconvert dynamic
cache space back into available storage space for storing
data from the host.

[0078] Method 700 may begin at step 705, where the drive
controller may determine that there is sufficient time to
perform method 700. For example, step 705 may be the
same as step 605 described above in relation to method 600.
If the drive controller receives a high-priority command
from the host (e.g., to write a set of data), the drive controller
may proceed to perform step 610 of method 600, but if no
such command has been received, the drive controller may
proceed to perform step 710 of method 700.

[0079] At step 710, the drive controller may determine
what parts of the cache space need to be flushed. For
example, in some examples, only a static portion of the
cache space (e.g., static cache space 510 described in
relation to FIG. 5) may be in use. In other examples, the
static portion of the cache space may have filled up such that
a dynamic cache space (e.g., configurable space 530
described in relation to FIG. 5) may also be employed. If the
drive controller determines that both a dynamic and a static
cache space need to be flushed, method 700 may proceed to
step 715 to flush contents of the cache space to the storage
space starting with contents of the dynamic cache space.
Conversely, if the drive controller determines that only a
static cache space needs to be flushed, method 700 may
proceed directly to step 725 to flush contents from the static
cache space to the storage space.

[0080] At step 715, based on determining that both the
dynamic and the static cache spaces include a set of data that
may be flushed to the storage space, the drive controller may
flush contents of the dynamic cache space to the storage
space. In other words, the drive controller may move or copy
data stored temporarily in the dynamic cache space to a more
permanent storage location in the storage space. As such,
whereas the data may have been written to the cache space
using PMR technology, the data now may be stored with
higher areal data density in the storage space using SMR

Nov. 3, 2016

technology. In this way, the data storage drive may hold as
much data as possible using the high areal data density of
SMR technology without forcing the host to wait for the
slow writing performance associated with the SMR tech-
nology. As between the contents of the static cache space
and the dynamic cache space, the drive controller may
prioritize flushing the contents of the dynamic cache space
first because the dynamic cache space may still appear to the
host as being part of the storage space available for storing
data. Accordingly, the drive controller may be configured to
keep the dynamic cache space as empty as possible so that
it may be readily reconverted back to available storage space
if the available storage space begins to run out. Conversely,
because the static cache space may never be visible to the
host as available storage space, it may be a lower priority to
flush the contents of the static cache space. After flushing the
set of data from the dynamic cache space to the storage
space, method 700 may proceed to step 720.

[0081] At step 720, in response to flushing the contents of
the dynamic cache space, the drive controller may reconvert
the dynamic cache space back into the available portion of
the storage space visible to the host. Reconverting the
dynamic cache space back into the available portion of the
storage space may include reformatting the dynamic cache
space from using PMR technology back to using SMR
technology. As described above in relation to FIG. 5, the
drive controller may employ an inverse conversion ratio to
determine an amount of available storage space (having
SMR areal density) that will be provided by the reconver-
sion of the dynamic cache space (having PMR areal den-
sity). Just as the drive controller might not have reported to
the host that the dynamic cache space was provisioned by
converting the available portion of the storage space, the
drive controller likewise might not report to the host that the
dynamic cache space is reconverted to once again be part of
the storage space. Rather, as described above, the converted
space may always appear to the host as being storage space
available for storing data. After the dynamic cache space is
reconverted back into storage space, method 700 may pro-
ceed to step 725.

[0082] At step 725, the drive controller may flush contents
of the static portion of the cache space to the storage space
in a similar manner as the drive controller flushed the
contents of the dynamic portion at step 715. Specifically,
some or all of the contents temporarily stored in the static
portion of the cache space may be copied or moved to be
stored with higher density (e.g., using SMR technology) in
the storage space so as to free up space in the cache space
to cache more data being written or read by the host. When
the contents of the static cache space are flushed to the
storage space, the cache space may be empty and method
700 may return to step 705 in order to wait for a command
to be received from the host.

[0083] In certain embodiments, a method may include
converting, by a drive controller associated with a data
storage medium, an available portion of a storage space of
the data storage medium into a dynamic cache space, the
dynamic cache space remaining visible to a host as the
available portion of the storage space; writing, by the drive
controller, a set of data to the dynamic cache space; flushing,
by the drive controller, the set of data written to the dynamic
cache space to the storage space; and reconverting, by the
drive controller after flushing the set of data, the dynamic
cache space back into the available portion of the storage
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space visible to the host. The method may further include
reporting, by the drive controller to the host, that the set of
data was written to the storage space in response to writing
the set of data to the dynamic cache space. In the method, the
data storage medium may be a hard disk; the storage space
of the data storage medium may be written using SMR; and
the dynamic cache space of the data storage medium may be
written using PMR. In the method, converting the available
portion of the storage space into the dynamic cache space
may include reformatting the available portion of the storage
space from SMR to PMR; and reconverting the dynamic
cache space back into the available portion of the storage
space may include reformatting the dynamic cache space
from PMR to SMR. In the method, the data storage medium
may be a hard disk having an annular writeable portion with
an inner diameter and an outer diameter; the storage space
of the data storage medium may be written beginning at the
inner diameter of the writeable portion and progressing
substantially outward toward the outer diameter of the
writeable portion; and the cache space of the data storage
medium may be written beginning at the outer diameter of
the writeable portion and progressing substantially inward
toward the inner diameter of the writeable portion.
[0084] A drive controller associated with a data storage
medium may receive a command from a host to write a set
of data to a storage space of the data storage medium. The
drive controller may determine that insufficient space is
available in a cache space of the data storage medium to
write the set of data to the cache space and may dynamically
convert an available portion of the storage space into a
dynamic cache space associated with the cache space. The
dynamic cache space may remain visible to the host as the
available portion of the storage space. The drive controller
may then write the set of data to the cache space and report
to the host that the set of data is written to the storage space
of the data storage medium.
[0085] The above disclosed subject matter is to be con-
sidered illustrative, and not restrictive, and the appended
claims are intended to cover all such modifications,
enhancements, and other embodiments which fall within the
true spirit and scope of the present disclosure. Thus, to the
maximum extent allowed by law, the scope of the present
disclosure is to be determined by the broadest permissible
interpretation of the following claims and their equivalents,
and shall not be restricted or limited by the foregoing
detailed description.
What is claimed is:
1. A method comprising:
receiving, by a drive controller, a command from a host to
write a set of data to a storage space of a data storage
medium associated with the drive controller;
determining, by the drive controller, that insufficient space
is available in a cache space of the data storage medium
to write the set of data to the cache space;
by the drive controller and based on determining that
insufficient space is available in the cache space,
dynamically converting an available portion of the
storage space into a dynamic cache space associated
with the cache space, wherein the dynamic cache space
remains visible to the host as the available portion of
the storage space; and
writing, by the drive controller in response to dynamically
converting the available portion into the dynamic cache
space, the set of data to the cache space.
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2. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining,
by the drive controller, that the available portion of the
storage space is sufficient to store the set of data, and
wherein dynamically converting the available portion into
the dynamic cache space is further based upon determining
that the available portion is sufficient to store the set of data.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

reporting to the host, by the drive controller in response

to writing the set of data to the cache space, that the set
of data is written to the storage space of the data storage
medium; and

flushing, by the drive controller, the set of data from the

cache space to the storage space after reporting to the
host that the set of data was written to the storage space.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the cache space
comprises:

the dynamic cache space converted from the available

portion of the storage space and visible to the host as
the available portion of the storage space; and

a static cache space having a fixed size, the static cache

space unavailable to be used by the host as part of the
storage space.

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising:

flushing, by the drive controller, contents of the cache

space to the storage space starting with contents of the
dynamic cache space; and

reconverting, by the drive controller in response to flush-

ing the contents of the dynamic cache space, the
dynamic cache space back into the available portion of
the storage space visible to the host.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein:

the data storage medium is a hard disk;

the storage space of the data storage medium is written

using shingled magnetic recording (SMR); and

the cache space of the data storage medium is written

using perpendicular magnetic recording (PMR).

7. The method of claim 1, wherein:

the data storage medium is a hard disk having an annular

writeable portion with an inner diameter and an outer
diameter;

the storage space of the data storage medium is written

beginning proximate the inner diameter of the writeable
portion and progressing substantially outward toward
the outer diameter of the writeable portion; and

the cache space of the data storage medium is written

beginning proximate the outer diameter of the writeable
portion and progressing substantially inward toward
the inner diameter of the writeable portion.

8. An information handling system comprising:

a data storage medium including a storage space and a

cache space;

a processor; and

a computer-readable medium comprising instructions

that, when read and executed by the processor, are

configured to cause the processor to:

receive a command from a host to write a set of data to
the storage space of the data storage medium;

determine that insufficient space is available in the
cache space of the data storage medium to write the
set of data to the cache space;

dynamically convert an available portion of the storage
space into a dynamic cache space associated with the
cache space based on determining that insufficient
space is available in the cache space, wherein the
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dynamic cache space remains visible to the host as
the available portion of the storage space; and

write, in response to dynamically converting the avail-
able portion into the dynamic cache space, the set of
data to the cache space.

9. The information handling system of claim 8, wherein
the processor is further configured to determine that the
available portion of the storage space is sufficient to store the
set of data, and wherein the processor is configured to
dynamically convert the available portion into the dynamic
cache space further based upon determining that the avail-
able portion is sufficient to store the set of data.

10. The information handling system of claim 8, wherein
the processor is further configured to:

report to the host, in response to writing the set of data to

the cache space, that the set of data is written to the
storage space of the data storage medium; and

flush the set of data from the cache space to the storage

space after reporting to the host that the set of data was
written to the storage space.

11. The information handling system of claim 8, wherein
the cache space comprises:

the dynamic cache space converted from the available

portion of the storage space and visible to the host as
the available portion of the storage space; and

a static cache space having a fixed size, the static cache

space unavailable to be used by the host as part of the
storage space.
12. The information handling system of claim 11, wherein
the processor is further configured to:
flush contents of the cache space to the storage space
starting with contents of the dynamic cache space; and

reconvert, in response to flushing the contents of the
dynamic cache space, the dynamic cache space back
into the available portion of the storage space visible to
the host.

13. The information handling system of claim 8, wherein:

the data storage medium is a hard disk;

the storage space of the data storage medium is written

using shingled magnetic recording (SMR); and

the cache space of the data storage medium is written

using perpendicular magnetic recording (PMR).

14. The information handling system of claim 8, wherein:

the data storage medium is a hard disk having an annular

writeable portion with an inner diameter and an outer
diameter;

the storage space of the data storage medium is written

beginning proximate the inner diameter of the writeable
portion and progressing substantially outward toward
the outer diameter of the writeable portion; and

the cache space of the data storage medium is written

beginning proximate the outer diameter of the writeable
portion and progressing substantially inward toward
the inner diameter of the writeable portion.

15. An article of manufacture comprising:

a machine-readable medium; and

instructions on the machine-readable medium that, when

read and executed by a processor, are configured to
cause the processor to:
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receive a command from a host to write a set of data to
a storage space of a data storage medium associated
with a drive controller;

determine that insufficient space is available in a cache
space of the data storage medium to write the set of
data to the cache space;

dynamically convert an available portion of the storage
space into a dynamic cache space associated with the
cache space based on determining that insufficient
space is available in the cache space, wherein the
dynamic cache space remains visible to the host as
the available portion of the storage space; and

write, in response to dynamically converting the avail-
able portion into the dynamic cache space, the set of
data to the cache space.

16. The article of claim 15, wherein the processor is
further configured to determine that the available portion of
the storage space is sufficient to store the set of data, and
wherein the processor is configured to dynamically convert
the available portion into the dynamic cache space further
based upon determining that the available portion is suffi-
cient to store the set of data.

17. The article of claim 15, wherein the instructions are
configured to further cause the processor to:

report to the host, in response to writing the set of data to

the cache space, that the set of data is written to the
storage space of the data storage medium; and

flush the set of data from the cache space to the storage

space after reporting to the host that the set of data was
written to the storage space.

18. The article of claim 15, wherein the instructions are
configured to further cause the processor to:

flush contents of the dynamic cache space to the storage

space; and

reconvert, in response to flushing the contents of the

dynamic cache space, the dynamic cache space back
into the available portion of the storage space visible to
the host.

19. The article of claim 15, wherein:

the data storage medium is a hard disk;

the storage space of the data storage medium is written

using shingled magnetic recording (SMR); and

the cache space of the data storage medium is written

using perpendicular magnetic recording (PMR).

20. The article of claim 15, wherein:

the data storage medium is a hard disk having an annular

writeable portion with an inner diameter and an outer
diameter;

the storage space of the data storage medium is written

beginning proximate the inner diameter of the writeable
portion and progressing substantially outward toward
the outer diameter of the writeable portion; and

the cache space of the data storage medium is written

beginning proximate the outer diameter of the writeable
portion and progressing substantially inward toward
the inner diameter of the writeable portion.
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