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A handshake mechanism is provided to allow feature compatible processor and motherboard combinations to operate, and
incompatible combinations to fail safely. The handshake mechanism also facilitates communication of feature settings between a
motherboard (12a-12c¢) and an attached processor (10a-10c). For each feature, the handshake mechanism includes connection pins (18a-c)
correspondingly disposed on complementary connectors (16a-c) of the processors and the motherboards for conveying a feature setting
selection signal for the feature. The handshake mechanism further includes particular manners for connecting the processors’ connection pins
and the motherboards' connection pins to their respective internal circuitry, depending on the manners the feature is snpported by the various
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