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To a@ll whem U6 may concern: :

Beit known that I, Arraur Lk BLawc, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Worces-
ter, in the county of Worcester and State of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use-
ful Sewing-Guide and Work-Holder, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to a construction
which has been designed for holding pieces
of cloth or other flexible material in position
to be sewed or otherwise worked upon.

The especial object of this invention is to
provide a strong, simple, and inexpensive
sewing-guide and work-holder tor the assist-
ance of seamstresses, tailors, or other persons
required to handle comparatively long strips
or pieces of cloth or other flexible material.

To these ends this invention consists of the
sewing-guide and work-holder as an article of
manutacture and of the combinations of parts
therein, as hereinafter described, and more
particularly pointed out in the claims at the
end of this specification.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
aperspective view of asewing-guide and work-
holder constructed according to this inven-
tion, and Fig. 2 is a side view thereof.

In many of the operations which have to be
performed upon pieces of cloth or strips of
other flexible material it is desirable that
the material operated npon should be stretched
or held under tension. For example, in bast-
ing up seams along the edge of a piece of
cloth or in ripping open work for repairs or
other purposes a seamstress or other person’
doing the work will frequently pin or fasten
the work to the knee, so that a comparatively
short section can be pulled back and stretched
to facilitate the operation of ripping or to
insure the sewing up of straight seams. By
temporarily pinning the work so thatit canbe
held in this manner the work may be held
with the required tension; but as only a small
length can be operated upon at 4 time the
work has to frequently be unpinned, moved
along, and repinned or fastened.

The especial object of this present invention
is to provide a sewing-guide and work-holder
which can be used as an attachment for a table
and which is so constructed that the work
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can be freely moved forward or advanced,
but will be held with sufficient tension against
backward movement so that the same will
be held with the desired tension for stitching,
basting, or otherwise operating upon the same.

A sewing-guide and work-holder construct-
ed according to this invention comprises a
stationary clamp-plate and a movable clamp-
plate, said clamp-plates having engaging sur-
faces which are inclined with respect to the
direction of motion of the movable clamp-
plate, whereby the clamp-plates will open and
permit the work to be freely drawn forward,
but will close with cam action to prevent the
work from being drawn back.

In the specific construction herein illus-
trated a sewing-guide and work-holder con-
structed according to this invention comprises
a substantially T-shaped bracket or fixture.
The vertical member 10 of the T-shaped
bracketis provided with fastening-arms 11 and
12. Threaded into the lower fastening-arm 12
isa clamping-screw 18, by means of which the
bracket may be fastened to the edge of a table
or other support. The horizontal member 14
of the T-shaped bracket forms a fixed clamp-
plate. Extending up from one end of the fixed
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clamp-plate 14 is an overhanging supporting- -

arm 15. Pivoted on a screw or rivet 17 in the
supporting-arm 15 is an inverted-T-shaped
piece. The horizontal member 16 forms the
movable clamp-plate. The engaging faces of
the fixed clamp-plate 14 and the movable
clamp-plate 16 are inclined rearwardly-—that

-isto say, the engaging faces of thestationary

plate 14 and movable plate 16 are inclined with
respect to the swinging motion of the mov-
able clamp-plate 16, so that when the work is
moved forward in the direction indicated by
the arrow the clamp-plates will be separated,
but when the work is drawn back the mov-
able clamp-plate will close with a cam action,
so that the same will grip the work firmly and
hold it in place to be operated upon. The

-swinging clamp-plate 16 is provided with a

thumb-piece 21. A spring-arm 18 is prefer-
ably employed for normally holding the mov-
able clamp-plate in its closed or operative po-
sition. Pivoted on the rivet or serew 17 I
also preferably employ a thumb-piece or le-
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ver 20, which, as most clearly illustrated in |
Tig. 2, is slotted to receive a pinor stud pro-
jecting from the swinging member. By
throwing down the thumb-piece or lever 20
the movable clamp-plate will be held out of
operative position, so that the work may be
moved freely in either direction. The mov-
able clamp-plate 16 may then be released to
clamp and hold the work while successive
lengths thereof are operated upon, the mov-
able clamp-plate swinging open to permit the
work to be drawn forward, but gripping the
same with cam action, so that the work will
be held and cannot be drawn back.

[ am aware that changes may be made in
the relative proportions and arrangements of
parts in a sewing-guide and work-clamp con-
structed according to this invention by those
who are skilled in the art without departing
from the scope of thisinvention as expressed
in the claims. I do notwish, therefore, tobe
limited to the construction I have hereinshown
and described; but

What I do claim, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is—

1. As an article of manufacture, a work-
holder, comprising asupporting-clamp, anup-
right arm, a fixed clamp-jaw extending from
opposite sides of the upright arm, the fixed
clamp-jaw and upright forming a T-shaped
structure, and a pivoted inverted-T-shaped
movable clamp-jaw cosperating with the fixed
clamp-jaw so that the pull applied to the cen-
ter of the clamp-jaws will be substantially in

line with the vertical support.
9. As an article of manufacture, a work-
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holder, comprising a T-shaped piece, the hori-
zontal member of which forms a fixed clamp-
jaw and the vertical member of which forms
asupporthaving a fastening-clamp atits lower
end, a supporting-arm extending in from one
end of thehorizontal member of the T-shaped
piece substantially to the center thereof, an
inverted-T-shaped clamp-jaw pivoted thereto
5o that the pull applied to the center of the
clamp-jaws will be substantially in line with
the upright support and a spring for holding
the jaws closed.

3. As an article of manufacture, a work-
holder comprising a substantially T-shaped
piece, the horizontal member of which forms
a fixed clamp-jaw and the vertical member of
which forms an upright support having a fas-
tening-clamp at its lower end, a supporting-
piece extending in paralle] with the horizontal
member of the T-shaped piece substantially
to the center thercof, an inverted-T-shaped
jaw pivoted to the supporting-piece so that
the pull applied to the center of the clamp-
jaws will be substantially in line with the up-
right support, a horizontal spring engaging
the pivoted clamp-jaw to normally hold the
jaws closed, and a pivoted opening-lever hav-
ing a cam for holding the jaws open.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two subscribing
witnesses.

ARTHUR LE BLANC.

Witnesses:
Louis W. SOUTHGATE,
Pommr W. SOUTHGATE.
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