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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to methods and
apparatus for improving the communications for wireless
communication devices using a DC tone.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] In many wireless communications systems
such as a multiple access spread spectrum OFDM sys-
tem, where the frequency band is subdivided into a set
of tones, e.g., sub-carriers, it is desired for the wireless
terminal devices, e.g., mobiles, to convert directly, e.g.,
without an IF stage, from received RF to baseband in
their receivers and directly from baseband to RF in their
transmitters. As part of the conversion process, gener-
ally, some noise is introduced at the DC tone, e.g., self-
interference. This noise is typically device dependent,
generally a constant for a given device’s receiver or trans-
mitter, and may vary slowly, e.g., as a function of device
temperature. This DC tone noise, if not compensated for,
tends to degrade signaling performance. In some known
applications, the DC tone is simply not used to convey
information; however, such an approach wastes the air
link resource.
[0003] One known approach to measuring and com-
pensating for a mobile receiver’s self-interference char-
acteristics is to temporarily disconnect its input, perform
test measurements, derive a compensation value from
data collected during the suspension interval, and then
use the compensation value as a correction. The testing
interval can be at initialization and/or at subsequent in-
tervals during operation. This approach has the disad-
vantage that it suspends the ability of the mobile to re-
ceive and process information on the complete set of
downlink tones during the testing intervals thus increas-
ing overhead and reducing throughput. This approach is
particularly inefficient in embodiments where the com-
plete set of downlink tones includes many additional
tones in addition to the downlink DC tone. If the testing
is limited to mobile initialization, then changes in the re-
ceiver due to thermal characteristics are not well com-
pensated. On the other hand, periodic suspension of
downlink signaling reception during operation is undesir-
able since it limits throughput capacity, may result in
missed broadcast or assignment signals, introduces de-
lays in paging, disrupts control loop signaling, and/or in-
troduces disruptions in user data forwarding in commu-
nications sessions.
[0004] In the uplink, a base station is typically receiving
uplink signals from a plurality of mobiles. At any one given
time, one of the mobiles can use the uplink DC tone, and
at different times, different mobiles may use the uplink
DC tone. Each of the mobiles typically have different
transmitter DC tone noise characteristics. In some em-
bodiments, where a given mobile is assigned to use a

set of uplink tones for a number of consecutive symbol
time intervals, one approach to noise removal on the up-
link is to include a predetermined fixed reference modu-
lation signal conveyed by each tone of the set of allocated
tones. For example, in an embodiment where a mobile
is allocated a set of uplink tones to use for seven con-
secutive symbol intervals, the fourth symbol interval may
be used to convey a fixed predetermined reference mod-
ulation symbol on each of the allocated uplink tones. The
base station receives the reference modulation symbol
for each tone, determines a difference from the expected
value, and determines compensation values to use for
the each tone. This approach has the disadvantage that
it includes a relatively high amount of overhead for each
of the uplink tones of the system, thereby reducing
throughput significantly. This approach also does not
take into account that the received DC tone has a different
noise characteristic than the other tones of the system.
In addition this approach does not take into account that
the received measured modulation symbols may signif-
icantly change from one symbol interval to the next as a
result of airlink interference variations. Using a single re-
ceived reference symbol per tone for a set of consecutive
symbol time intervals provides a poor correction value if
the airlink interference happens to deviate from the av-
erage airlink interference during the single interval used
to convey the reference modulation symbol. In addition
the reference modulation symbol information, e.g., trans-
mission power level used, needs to be controlled tightly
by the wireless terminal, and known to the receiving base
station.
[0005] In view of the above discussion, there is a need
for improved methods and apparatus which provide
means to measure and compensate for DC tone noise.
Methods and apparatus that include special DC tone
processing without interfering with the signaling on the
other (non-DC tone) tones would be beneficial. Improved
methods and apparatus that limit the amount of overhead
used to achieve the DC tone noise characteristic com-
pensation would be also beneficial. Methods and appa-
ratus that provide for measuring of the DC tone charac-
teristics during mobile operation, thus providing adjust-
ments for thermal variations, without significantly disrupt-
ing in process communications sessions and/or control
operations would also be useful. Methods and apparatus
of measuring and compensating for uplink DC tone noise
that are adapted to take into consideration: the variation
in uplink DC tone assignment to different mobiles, the air
link noise introduced, and the variation in air link noise
from one symbol time to the next would be useful.
[0006] EP 1 033 853 A2 discloses an OFDM transmis-
sion/reception apparatus with improved protection of
control data, wherein a modulation section performs
modulation processing on transmission data and a map-
ping control section controls mapping of the baseband
signal onto the subcarriers so that important information
conventionally transmitted by one subcarrier is transmit-
ted by two subcarriers wherein one of the two subcarriers
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is the subcarrier with a carrier frequency signal of fre-
quency 0. Further, an IFFT section performs IFFT
processing on the modulated transmission data and a
transmission section performs transmission processing
on the IFFT-processed transmission data and transmits
the processed transmission data from an antenna.
[0007] US 2003/179776 discloses a multicarrier trans-
mitter, a multicarrier receiver, and a multicarrier wireless
communication method. A pilot signal generation section
generates pilot signals in such a way that the pilot signals
have a predetermined time-varying pattern on pilot car-
riers. The pilot signal insertion section allows the pilot
carriers to carry only pilot signals. The apparatus on the
receiving side carries out channel estimation by correlat-
ing the plurality of pilot signals carried on the pilot carriers
with the same pattern as that used on the transmitting
side. Furthermore, the apparatus on the transmitting side
sends pilot signals having a time-varying pattern carried
on subcarriers involving DC components which would
not be used for information transmission by conventional
multicarriers. This makes it possible to improve the trans-
mission efficiency in a radio communication based on a
multicarrier modulation system.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] The present invention is directed to methods
and apparatus for improving the communications for
wireless communication devices using a DC tone.
[0009] The invention is defined in the independent
claims.
[0010] Among the subject matter to which the invention
is directed is a method of operating a base station in a
frequency division multiplexed system wherein signals
are transmitted in a passband by the base station and
are received and processed by a wireless terminal to
convert said passband signal to a baseband signal. In
the system a DC tone exists in said baseband and a
corresponding tone exists in said passband, the pass-
band including additional tones in addition to said corre-
sponding tone. One method of the invention includes the
steps of transmitting during a first period of time data in
said passband using said additional tones without trans-
mitting on said corresponding tone; and simultaneously
transmitting during a second period of time in said pass-
band using both said additional tones and said corre-
sponding tone. The period of non-transmission on the
tone corresponding to the DC tone provides a mobile
device an opportunity to take signal measurements with
the knowledge that no signal was transmitted by the base
station on the corresponding tone. At other times, the
tone corresponding to the DC tone is used to transmit
information. The periods of intentional non-transmission
on the tone corresponding to the DC tone to provide sig-
nal measurement opportunities may occur in a predeter-
mined predictable manner according to a downlink trans-
mission schedule known to a mobile node. The number
of times the tone corresponding to the DC tone may be

used to transmit information may occur in a predeter-
mined predictable manner according to a downlink trans-
mission schedule known to a mobile terminal. The infor-
mation is transmitted on the tone corresponding to the
DC tone for a large number of symbol transmission times
relative to the number of intentional NULL transmission
time periods on the corresponding tone. For example, in
some embodiments at least 10 information symbols may
be transmitted on the tone corresponding to DC tone for
each symbol transmission time period where the tone is
intentionally NULLed. The system may be implemented
using a large number of tones which are used in parallel,
e.g., with over 100 tones being used in parallel with the
tone corresponding to the DC tone. In accordance with
the invention the tone corresponding to the DC tone is
treated differently from the other tones with fewer symbol
transmission periods being permitted according to the
downlink transmission timing structure to carry a signal
on the tone corresponding to the DC tone than is permit-
ted for other tones which do not correspond to a DC tone.
[0011] The methods and apparatus of the invention
are particularly well suited to OFDM systems which use
a large number of tones in parallel but can be used with
other systems as well.
[0012] Various exemplary embodiments and features
which are used in some but not necessarily all systems
implemented in accordance with the invention will now
be discussed briefly.
[0013] In the downlink, in some embodiments, a wire-
less terminal receiver introduces self-interference at the
DC tone as part of the RF to baseband conversion proc-
ess. The RF is sometimes referred to as the passband.
The introduced self-interference is typically device de-
pendent, generally a constant, and may vary slowly, e.g.,
as a function of temperature. In accordance with one fea-
ture of the present invention, a base station every so
often, e.g., following a predetermined downlink timing se-
quence known to the base station and wireless terminals,
does not transmit on the downlink DC tone, e.g., for a
brief time interval which may be, e.g., of one or two sym-
bols in duration. However, when transmission using the
DC tone is suspended, downlink signaling continues on
the other downlink tones. This approach is in contrast to
known less efficient approaches where signaling recep-
tion is temporality suspended on all the tones by the wire-
less terminal to perform test measurements of the receiv-
er. In accordance with the present invention, the wireless
terminals measure the received signal on the downlink
DC tone during the time of suspended transmission of
the DC tone signal. The received signal can be charac-
terized by the summation of receiver self-interference
and other interference, e.g., air link random noise that
should cancel out over time. Over time, an estimate of
the self-interference characteristic of a wireless termi-
nal’s receiver with respect to the DC tone is obtained.
Depending on the strength of the wireless terminal re-
ceiver’s self-interference level, either a single measure-
ment can be used to obtain a downlink DC tone correction
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value or multiple measurements can be used in a filter
to obtain a downlink DC tone correction value. The wire-
less terminal applies the downlink DC tone correction
value to other received downlink DC tones (e.g., the
downlink DC tones received in the time interval of other
symbols during which the DC tone is used for signal trans-
mission), e.g., the received modulation symbols convey-
ing data/information and/or reference symbols using the
downlink DC tone. Depending upon the strength of the
wireless terminal receivers’ self-interference levels, the
level of expected additive random noise, and an expected
periodicity of the random noise, the frequency of downlink
DC tone signal suspension for a given system can be set
accordingly.
[0014] In the uplink, in some embodiments, the situa-
tion and approach used with respect to the uplink DC
tone is different than the downlink case that was just de-
scribed. In some embodiments, a wireless terminal con-
verts a baseband signal to RF and transmits the signal
to a base station. If the baseband signal includes the DC
tone, the baseband to RF conversion introduces a DC
tone self-interference wireless terminal transmitter noise
characteristic to the signal. The wireless transmitter con-
version DC tone noise characteristic is similar in nature
to the wireless terminal receiver DC tone noise charac-
teristic, being device dependent, relatively constant, and
having a temperature dependency. In the uplink, a wire-
less terminal is typically assigned a set of tones to use
for a dwell, a fixed number of consecutive symbol time
intervals. From one dwell to the next, a different wireless
terminal, with different transmitter uplink DC tone noise
characteristics, may be assigned to use the uplink DC
tone. In addition, the wireless terminal uplink signals are
transmitted over the air where the transmitted signal is
subj ect to additional corruption from air link interference.
The base station receiver, in accordance with the present
invention, estimates received uplink DC tone interfer-
ence for each dwell independently, in accordance with
features of the present invention. In accordance with one
feature of the present invention, a wireless terminal, as-
signed to use the uplink DC tone for a dwell, conveys
code data/information and/or reference modulation sym-
bols on the DC tone for N-1 symbol intervals of a dwell.
The dwell may, and in various embodiments does, in-
clude a total of N symbol intervals.
[0015] However, in some embodiments the dwell may
include additional symbols, e.g., a training symbol inter-
val, in addition to the N symbol intervals. In some such
embodiments, N of the symbol intervals are used in ac-
cordance with the invention with N-1 of the symbols in
the set of N symbols being used to communicate coded
data and/or information.
[0016] In some but not necessarily all implementa-
tions, during one symbol interval of the dwell, the uplink
DC tone is reserved for and used to convey a special
modulation symbol, which is a function of the other N-1
modulation symbols. In accordance with a predeter-
mined function known to both the base station and wire-

less terminal, the special modulation symbol is generated
by the wireless terminal assigned to use the uplink DC
tone for the dwell. In one embodiment including 7 OFDM
symbols in a dwell, the 7th modulation symbol using the
uplink DC tone is the negative sum of the first six mod-
ulation symbols using the uplink DC tone. This embodi-
ment of the present invention produces a zero average
value for the modulation symbol of the uplink DC tone
for each dwell. The other tones (non-DC uplink tones) of
the dwell do not necessarily have any relationship be-
tween their modulation symbols. In a dwell ofN symbols,
the modulation symbols conveyed by the non-DC uplink
tones during the N symbol time intervals and by the uplink
DC tone during the N-1 symbol intervals can be from a
set of modulation symbols used by the system for normal
coding, e.g., QPSK, QAM16, QAM64, etc. and/or refer-
ence modulation signals. However, in accordance with
one feature of the present invention, the special DC tone
modulation symbol which is a function of the N-1 DC tone
modulation symbols may be outside the set of normally
used modulation symbols. At the base station, its receiver
receives a set of modulation symbols conveyed by the
uplink DC tone for a dwell; the base station knowing the
relationship established between the set of modulation
symbols by the wireless terminal transmitter based on
the predetermined function used, calculates the DC com-
ponent, and then removes the DC component from the
received modulation symbols. For example, in the exem-
plary embodiment including seven symbols per dwell,
where the special modulation symbol is the negative sum
of other six modulation symbols, the base station re-
ceived modulation symbols on the DC tone for a dwell
are averaged, and the average value obtained is the up-
link DC tone error estimation. Then, the estimated uplink,
DC tone error estimation value is removed from the first
six modulation symbols of the dwell, and the processed
received six modulation symbols are forwarded for nor-
mal decoding operations.
[0017] While various embodiments have been dis-
cussed in the summary above, it should be appreciated
that not necessarily all embodiments include the same
features and some of the features described above are
not necessary but can be desirable in some embodi-
ments. Numerous additional features, embodiments and
benefits of the present invention are discussed in the
detailed description which follows.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

[0018]

Figure 1 is a drawing of an exemplary communica-
tions system, implemented in accordance with the
present invention and using methods of the present
invention.

Figure 2 is a drawing of an exemplary base station,
implemented in accordance with the present inven-
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tion and using methods of the present invention.

Figure 3 is a drawing of an exemplary wireless ter-
minal, implemented in accordance with the present
invention and using methods of the present inven-
tion.

Figure 4 is a drawing illustrating an exemplary OFDM
downlink time frequency grid illustrating occasional
suspension of signaling on the DC tone in accord-
ance with the present invention.

Figure 5 is a drawing illustrating an exemplary OFDM
uplink time frequency grid for a dwell illustrating spe-
cial treatment of the DC tone in accordance with the
present invention.

Figure 6 is a drawing illustrating an exemplary rela-
tionship between the modulation symbols conveyed
by the uplink DC tone within a dwell in accordance
with the present invention.

Figure 7 is a drawing illustrating that the uplink DC
tone may be assigned to different users for different
dwells in accordance with the present invention.

Figure 8 is a flowchart of an exemplary method of
operating a base station to perform downlink DC tone
treatment in accordance with the present invention.

Figure 9 is a flowchart of an exemplary method of
operating a base station to perform uplink DC tone
treatment in accordance with the present invention.

Figure 10 is a flowchart of an exemplary method of
operating a wireless terminal to perform downlink
DC tone treatment in accordance with the present
invention.

Figure 11 is a flowchart of an exemplary method of
operating a wireless terminal to perform uplink DC
tone treatment in accordance with the present inven-
tion.

Figure 12 is a drawing illustrating an exemplary set
of downlink tones in RF and a corresponding set of
downlink tones in the baseband.

Figure 13 is a drawing illustrating an exemplary set
of uplink tones in baseband and a corresponding set
of uplink tones in the RF.

Figure 14A is a drawing illustrating an exemplary em-
bodiment of the present invention in which uplink
tone assignment structure is implemented such that
an uplink tone, e.g., the uplink DC tone, is assigned
to a single wireless terminal for a dwell of a fixed
number of contiguous symbol time intervals.

Figure 14 is a drawing illustrating an exemplary em-
bodiment of the present invention in which uplink
tone assignment structure is not implemented as a
tone assignment to a single wireless terminal for a
dwell of a fixed number of contiguous symbol time
intervals, but rather a given tone can be assigned in
an interwoven manner alternating between different
wireless terminals.

Figure 15 and Figure 16 illustrate features of an ex-
emplary embodiment of the present invention utiliz-
ing special treatment of the uplink DC tone in accord-
ance with the present invention.

Figure 17 is a drawing illustrating exemplary uplink
DC tone signals and exemplary noise component
calculations in accordance with the present inven-
tion.

Figure 18 is a flowchart of an exemplary method of
operating a base station including special treatment
of the downlink DC tone in a frequency division mul-
tiplexed system in accordance with the present in-
vention.

Figure 19 is a flowchart of an exemplary method of
operating a wireless terminal including special treat-
ment of the downlink DC tone in accordance with the
present invention in a frequency division multiplexed
system.

Figure 20 is a flowchart of an exemplary method of
operating a wireless terminal including special treat-
ment of the uplink DC tone in accordance with the
present invention to transmit data to a base station.

Figure 21 is a flowchart of an exemplary method of
operating a base station to receive a sequence of N
symbols values from the same wireless terminal on
an uplink passband tone corresponding to an uplink
baseband DC tone in accordance with the present
invention.

Figure 22 is a flowchart of an exemplary method of
operating a wireless terminal in accordance with the
present invention to transmit at least a portion of a
codeword over a period of time including at least one
tone allocation time period, said tone allocation time
period including N symbol transmission time periods,
said wireless terminal being allocated the same set
of tones to use in each of said N symbol transmission
time periods in said tone allocation time period, said
set of tones including at least a DC tone.

Figure 23 is a drawing illustrating an exemplary
OFDM downlink time frequency grid illustrating an-
other example of the suspension of signaling on the
DC tone in accordance with the present invention.
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Figure 24 is a drawing illustrating another set of ex-
emplary uplink DC tone signals and exemplary noise
component calculations in accordance with the
present invention.

Figure 25 is a drawing illustrating an exemplary base
station and exemplary wireless terminals, imple-
mented in accordance with the present invention.

Figure 26 is a drawing illustrating an exemplary
downlink tone set in the baseband for an exemplary
basestation sector transmitter using multiple tone
blocks and a corresponding passband set of tones.

Figure 27 includes a drawing including a tone block
downlink tone set in the passband for exemplary
WT1 receiver and a corresponding baseband set of
tones.

Figure 28 includes a drawing including a tone block
downlink tone set in the passband for exemplary
WT2 receiver and a corresponding baseband set of
tones.

Figure 29 includes a drawing including a tone block
downlink tone set in the passband for exemplary
WT3 receiver and a corresponding baseband set of
tones.

Figure 30 is a drawing illustrating an exemplary
OFDM downlink time frequency grid which illustrates
an example of the suspension of base station sector
transmitter signaling on the downlink tones corre-
sponding to DC tones in wireless terminal receivers
recovering a tone block in accordance.with the
present invention.

Figure 31 is a drawing illustrating an exemplary
OFDM downlink time frequency grid which illustrates
another example of the suspension of base station
sector transmitter signaling on the downlink tones
corresponding to DC tones in wireless terminal re-
ceivers recovering a tone block in accordance with
the present invention.

Figure 32 is a drawing of an exemplary base station
implemented in accordance with the present inven-
tion and using methods of the present invention.

Figure 33 is a drawing of an exemplary base station
implemented in accordance with the present inven-
tion and using methods of the present invention.

Figure 34 is a drawing of an exemplary wireless ter-
minal, e.g., mobile node, implemented in accord-
ance with the present invention and using methods
of the present invention.

Figure 35 is a drawing of an exemplary base station
implemented in accordance with the present inven-
tion and using methods of the present invention.

Figure 36 is a drawing of an exemplary wireless ter-
minal, e.g., mobile node, implemented in accord-
ance with the present invention and using methods
of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0019] Figure 1 is a drawing of an exemplary commu-
nications system 100, implemented in accordance with
the present invention and using methods of the present
invention. System 100 includes apparatus and methods
directed to downlink and uplink DC tones. Exemplary sys-
tem 100 may be, e.g., an orthogonal frequency division
multiplexing (OFDM) multiple access wireless commu-
nication system. System 100 includes a plurality of cells
(cell 1 102, cell M 104). Each cell (cell 1 102, cell M 104)
represents a wireless coverage area for a corresponding
base station (BS 1 106, BS M 108), respectively. A plu-
rality of wireless terminal (WTs) (WT 1 110, WT N 112,
WT 1’ 114, WT N’ 116) are included in system 100. At
least some of the WTs are mobile nodes (MNs); the MNs
may move throughout the system 100 and establish wire-
less links with different BSs, the BS corresponding to the
cell in which the WT is currently located. In Figure 1, (WT
1 110, WT N 112) are coupled to BS 1 106 via wireless
links (118, 120), respectively; (WT 1’ 114, WT N’ 116)
are coupled to BS M 108 via wireless links (122, 124),
respectively.
[0020] The BSs (106, 108) are coupled to network
node 126 via network links (128, 130), respectively. Net-
work node 126 is coupled to other network nodes, e.g.,
routers, other base stations, AAA server nodes, Home
Agent nodes, etc. and/or the Internet via network link
132. Network links 128, 130, 132 may be, e.g., fiber optic
links. Network node 126 and networks links 128, 130,
132 are part of a backhaul network linking various BSs
in different cells together and providing connectivity so
that a WT located in one cell can communicate with a
peer node in a different cell.
[0021] System 100 is shown having cells with one sec-
tor per cell. The methods and apparatus of the present
invention are also applicable in systems having more
than one sector per cell, e.g., 2, 3, or more than 3 sectors
per cell. In addition the methods and apparatus of the
present invention are applicable in systems having dif-
ferent numbers of sectors per cell in different portions of
the system.
[0022] Figure 2 is a drawing of an exemplary base sta-
tion 200, implemented in accordance with the present
invention and using methods of the present invention.
Exemplary BS 200 is sometimes referred to as an access
node. BS 200 may be any of the BS (106, 108) of system
100 of Figure 1. Exemplary BS 200 includes a receiver
202, a transmitter 204, a processor 206, I/O interface
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208, and memory 210 coupled together via a bus 212
over which the various elements may interchange data
and information.
[0023] Receiver 202 is coupled to receive antenna 203
through which BS 200 may receive uplink signals from a
plurality of wireless terminals. Receiver 202 includes a
decoder 214 for decoding received encoded uplink sig-
nals.
[0024] Transmitter 204 is coupled to transmit antenna
205 over which downlink signals are sent to a plurality of
wireless terminals. Transmitter 204 includes an encoder
216 for encoding information prior to transmission.
[0025] I/O interface 208 couples the BS 200 to other
network nodes, e.g., routers, other base stations, AAA
server nodes, Home Agent nodes and/or the Internet. I/O
interface 208 provides an interface to a backhaul network
providing interconnectivity between nodes in different
cells.
[0026] Memory 210 includes routines 218 and data/
information 220. The processor 206, e.g., a CPU, exe-
cutes the routines 218 and uses the data/information 220
in memory 210 to operate the BS 200 and implement
methods of the present invention.
[0027] Routines 218 include communications routines
222 and base station control routines 224. The commu-
nications routines 222 implement various communica-
tions protocols used by BS 200.
[0028] The base station control routines 224 control
the operation of BS 200 including receiver 202 operation,
transmitter 204 operation, I/O interface 208 operation,
scheduling, power control, timing control, uplink signaling
including special processing of received signals con-
veyed via the uplink DC tone, and downlink signaling
including the occasional intentional omission of signals
on the downlink DC tone. Base station control routines
224 include a scheduling module 226, and signaling rou-
tines 228. The scheduling module 226, e.g., a scheduler,
schedules uplink and downlink channel air link resources,
e.g., segments, to wireless terminal users. As a result of
the uplink segment scheduling performed by scheduling
module 226, the uplink DC tone may be assigned to dif-
ferent wireless terminal users from one dwell to another
dwell.
[0029] Signaling routines 228 include downlink mod-
ules 230 and uplink modules 232. The downlink modules
230 include a DC tone skipping module 234 and other
downlink signaling modules 236. DC tone skipping mod-
ule 234 controls operation of the transmitter 204 so that
occasionally, e.g., at predetermined OFDM symbol
transmission time intervals within the base station’s
downlink timing structure, the downlink DC tone is not
used to transmit any signal, thus facilitating WT 300 (see
Figure 3) receiver measurements of self interference.
Other downlink signaling modules 236 include, e.g.,
downlink power control modules, downlink timing control
modules, downlink traffic channel modules, beacon sig-
naling modules, and pilot signaling modules. The uplink
modules 238 include a DC tone dwell based processing

module 238 and other uplink signaling modules 240. The
DC tone dwell based processing module 238 includes a
DC component calculation module 242 and a DC com-
ponent removal module 244. DC component calculation
module 242 estimates a DC component for the uplink DC
tone on a dwell by dwell basis processing the set of re-
ceived modulation symbols conveyed by the uplink DC
tone for the dwell. A predetermined relationship, known
to both BS 200 and WT 300, exists between the modu-
lation symbols conveyed by the uplink DC tone for a
dwell. In addition, one of the modulation symbols in the
set of modulation symbols for the uplink DC tone in a
dwell is a function of the other modulation symbols. For
example, in some embodiments, the dwell includes 7
OFDM symbol time intervals, and the modulation symbol
assigned to uplink DC tone for the seventh OFDM symbol
time interval of the dwell is the negative summation of
the first six modulation symbols conveyed by uplink DC
tone during the dwell; this has the effect of setting the
average value of the DC tone modulation symbol during
a dwell equal to 0. Module 242 uses the known relation-
ship between the modulation symbols of the uplink DC
tone in a dwell to calculate the DC component. In some
embodiments, module 242 calculates the DC component
by averaging the received modulation symbols conveyed
by the uplink DC tone during each OFDM symbol time
interval of the dwell. DC component removal module 244
removes the DC component, determined by DC compo-
nent calculation module 242 from the set of received up-
link DC tone modulation symbols for the dwell, excluding
the one received modulation signal used to create the
relationship between the set of modulation symbols of
the dwell and thus facilitate the DC component calcula-
tion.
[0030] Other uplink signaling modules 240 include sig-
naling modules used to control the reception and
processing of uplink signals from WTs including uplink
traffic channel signals conveying user data, control chan-
nel signals conveying timing and power control informa-
tion, resource request signaling, and registration signal-
ing.
[0031] Data/information 220 includes WT data/infor-
mation 246 and system data/information 248, current tim-
ing information 250, unprocessed received uplink DC
tone modulation symbols 252, a measured DC compo-
nent for uplink DC tone 254, and processed uplink DC
tone modulation symbols 256. WT data/information 246
includes a plurality of sets of WT data/information (WT 1
data/information 258, WT N data/information 260). Each
set of WT data/info (258, 260) corresponds to a WT using
or requesting to use BS 200 as a point of network attach-
ment. WT 1 data/info 258 includes user data 262, WT ID
information 264, and device/session/resource informa-
tion 266. User data 262 includes data/information from
WT 1 intended to be transmitted to peer nodes of WT 1
in communications sessions with WT 1 and data/infor-
mation received from peer nodes of WT 1 intended to be
forwarded to WT 1. WT ID information 264 includes iden-
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tification information associated with WT1 including, e.g.,
an IP address and a BS 200 assigned active user iden-
tifier. Device/session/resource information 266 includes
uplink and downlink segments, e.g., traffic channel seg-
ments, assigned to WT 1 by scheduling module 226 and
session information including address and routing infor-
mation pertaining to peer nodes of WT1 in communica-
tion sessions with WT 1.
[0032] System data/information 248 includes timing in-
formation 268 and frequency information 254. Timing in-
formation 268 includes downlink timing information 272
and uplink timing information 274. Downlink timing infor-
mation 272 includes downlink timing structure informa-
tion used by BS 200, e.g., OFDM symbol timing informa-
tion, grouping of OFDM symbols such as halfslots, slots,
superslots, beacon slots, ultra slots. Downlink timing in-
formation 272 also includes downlink DC tone skipping
timing information 276. Downlink DC tone skipping timing
information 276 identifies which OFDM symbol time in-
tervals within the downlink timing structure, e.g., within
the ultra slot, are designated for no signal transmission
with respect to the downlink DC tone. Uplink timing in-
formation 274 includes uplink timing structure informa-
tion used by BS 200 which includes uplink dwell timing
information 278. The uplink dwell timing information 278
includes information grouping uplink OFDM symbol time
intervals into sets, e.g., a set for an exemplary dwell in-
cluding seven successive OFDM symbol time intervals
in which the uplink tones are not frequency hopped during
the dwell.
[0033] Frequency information 270 includes frequency
structure information such as downlink carrier frequency,
downlink bandwidth, downlink tones, uplink carrier fre-
quency, uplink bandwidth, uplink tones, frequency tone
hopping sequences including downlink tone hopping se-
quences on a per OFDM symbol time interval basis and
uplink tone hopping sequences on a per dwell time basis,
identification of the DC downlink tone, and identification
of the DC uplink tone. Frequency information 270 in-
cludes downlink frequency information for both the RF,
sometimes referred to as the passband, and the corre-
sponding baseband. Frequency information 270 also in-
cludes uplink frequency information for both the RF,
sometimes referred to as the passband, and the corre-
sponding baseband.
[0034] Current timing information 250 includes infor-
mation used for referencing the current point in time with
respect to a point, e.g., an OFDM symbol time interval,
within the overall timing structure, e.g., a repetitive timing
structure, used by BS 200. DC tone skipping module 234
uses the current timing information 250 in conjunction
with the system downlink timing information 272 to decide
when to treat the downlink DC tone in a special manner
and not transmit signal. DC tone dwell based processing
module 238 uses the current timing information 250 in
conjunction with the system uplink timing information 274
for identifying dwell boundaries and identifying OFDM
symbol index within the dwell. Each dwell is processed

separately with regard to the uplink DC tone, as each
dwell may be associated with a different wireless terminal
and have different DC component characteristics.
[0035] Unprocessed received uplink DC tone modula-
tion symbols includes a set of received modulation sym-
bols which have been conveyed via the uplink DC tone
(XU1 280, ..., XU7 282), each received modulation symbol
corresponding to the uplink DC tone during one OFDM
symbol time interval of the dwell. Processed uplink DC
tone modulation symbols 256 includes a set of processed
modulation symbols (XP1 284, .. XP6 286) associated
with the uplink DC tone during a dwell, the processing
including the determination and removal of a DC com-
ponent by module 238. The set of processed UL DC tone
modulation symbols 256 includes one less element than
the set of unprocessed received uplink DC tone modu-
lation symbols 252. Measured DC component for DC up-
link tone 254 is the result of the DC component calculation
module 242 operating on a set of unprocessed received
uplink DC modulation tones 252 for a given dwell and is
used by the DC component removal module 244 to obtain
a set of processed UL DC tone modulation symbols 256.
The set of processed DC tone modulation symbols 256
is forwarded to decoder 214 to continue with the normal
decoding operation of the received uplink signaling.
[0036] Figure 3 is a drawing of an exemplary wireless
terminal 300, implemented in accordance with the
present invention and using methods of the present in-
vention. WT 300 may be any of the WTs (110, 112, 114,
116) of system 100 of Figure 1. Exemplary WT 300 in-
cludes a receiver 302, a transmitter 304, a processor
306, user I/O devices 308, and memory 310 coupled to-
gether via a bus 312 over which the various elements
may interchange data and information.
[0037] Receiver 302 includes a single RF chain 314,
an RF to baseband module 316 and a decoder 318. RF
chain 314 is coupled to receive antenna 303 through
which downlink signals from BS 200 are received. RF to
baseband module 316 converts received RF downlink
signals, using a selected carrier frequency associated
with the BS 200 point of network attachment, to baseband
signals. The baseband includes a set of downlink tones
including a DC tone. The RF to baseband module 320
of receiver 302 has a DC tone self-interference charac-
teristic 320 representative of errors introduced into re-
ceived modulation symbols associated with the downlink
DC tone as part of the RF to baseband conversion proc-
ess. DC tone self interference characteristic 320 is pri-
marily a function of the receiver 302 circuitry, design,
offsets and tolerances. Changes in DC tone self interfer-
ence characteristics 320 may be a function of tempera-
ture and temperature variation within receiver 302. Ap-
paratus and methods of the present invention facilitate
estimation and removal of DC tone self interference char-
acteristic 320. Decoder 318 is used by WT 300 to decode
received downlink signals from BS 200.
[0038] Transmitter 304 includes an encoder 326, a
baseband to RF module 328, and an RF chain 322. Sig-
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nals to be transmitted by WT 300 are encoded by encoder
326. The encoded signals are converted from baseband
to RF by baseband to RF module 324. The baseband to
RF module 324 includes a DC tone self-interference
characteristic 328 associated with the conversion proc-
ess for transmitter 304. Modulation symbols conveyed
on the uplink DC tone are corrupted during the conversion
process to RF by the inherent DC tone interference char-
acteristics of transmitter 304. The RF chain 322 is cou-
pled to a transmit antenna 305 through which uplink sig-
nals are transmitted to BS 200 using the selected uplink
carrier frequency associated with the BS 200 point of
network attachment.
[0039] User I/O devices 308 includes, e.g., micro-
phones, speakers, keypad, keyboard, mouse, touch-
screen, camera, displays, alarms, vibration device, etc.
Various user I/O devices 308 are used to input user data/
information intended for peer nodes of WT 300 and to
output received data/information from peer nodes of WT
300. In addition, user I/O devices 308 are used by an
operator of WT 300 to initiate various functions, e.g., pow-
er on, power off, place a call, terminate a call, etc.
[0040] Memory 310 includes routines 330 and data/
information 332. The processor 306, e.g., a CPU, exe-
cutes the routines 330 and uses the data/information 332
in memory 310 to control the operation of WT 300 and
implement the methods of the present invention.
[0041] Routines 330 include a communications routine
334 and mobile node control routines 336. The commu-
nications routine 334 implements the various communi-
cations protocols used by the WT 300. The mobile node
control routines 336 controls operations of WT 300 in-
cluding the operation of receiver 302, transmitter 304,
and user I/O devices 308. Mobile node control routines
336 include downlink modules 338 and uplink modules
340.
[0042] Downlink modules 338 include DC tone
processing module 342 and other downlink modules 344.
The DC tone processing module 342 includes a self-in-
terference determination module 346 and a self interfer-
ence removal module 348. Self-interference determina-
tion module 346 estimates the value of the DC tone self
interference characteristic 320 of receiver 302. In accord-
ance with the present invention, BS 200 occasionally,
e.g., on a predetermined scheduled basis known to both
BS 200 and WT 300, suspends the transmission of signal
using the downlink DC tone. Self-interference determi-
nation module 346 identifies the intervals of no downlink
DC tone transmission signal by BS 200, and identifies
the measured received signal on the downlink DC tone
during this interval as noise. The measured received
noise is a combination of self-interference 320 generated
by receiver 302, which is essentially constant over time,
and other types of interference, which is essentially ran-
dom noise over time, e.g., random noise over the air link.
The random noise will tend to cancel out over time. In
some embodiments, if the self-noise 320 of the receiver
302 is strong, the self interference determination module

346 can take measurements for one OFDM symbol in-
terval where the BS 200 has not transmitted on the down-
link DC tone and obtain a value of self-interference to
apply for noise removal on downlink DC tones. In some
embodiments, the self-interference determination mod-
ule 346 measures the noise levels for several spaced
OFDM symbol intervals where the BS has not transmitted
the downlink DC tone. The self-interference determina-
tion module 346 can use averaging or filtering to separate
the essentially constant self-interference from the ran-
dom noise which tends to cancel out over time. Self-in-
terference removal module 344 uses the estimated value
of self-interference determined by module 346 and sub-
tracts it from the received signal with respect to the down-
link DC tone.
[0043] Other downlink modules 344 include downlink
traffic channel signal processing module, downlink pilot
signal processing module, beacon signal processing
module, and other downlink control signaling related
modules.
[0044] Uplink modules 340 includes uplink DC tone
processing module 350 and other uplink modules 352.
The UL DC tone processing module 350 determines
whether WT 300 has been scheduled to use the uplink
DC tone during a given dwell, e.g., whether the WT 300
has been scheduled by BS 200 to use a segment that
includes the uplink DC tone. If WT 300 has been sched-
uled to use the DC tone, then DC tone (dwell based ze-
roing) modulation symbol generation module 354 is used.
The DC tone processing module 350 includes a DC tone
(dwell based zeroing) modulation symbol generation
module 354. For a given dwell including N OFDM time
intervals, DC tone (dwell based zeroing) modulation sym-
bol generation module 354, when employed, generates
a special modulation symbol as a function of the (N-1)
modulation symbols, each of the (N-1) modulation sym-
bols to be conveyed by the uplink DC tone during one
OFDM symbol time interval and the special generated
modulation symbol being conveyed in the remaining
OFDM symbol time interval of that dwell also using the
uplink DC tone.
[0045] In one embodiment, wherein the dwell includes
7 OFDM symbol time intervals, the special modulation
symbol generated by module 354 is the negative of the
sum of the other six modulation symbols; this results in
a zero average value of the modulation symbol for the
dwell with regard to uplink DC tone. Other uplink modules
352 include, e.g., uplink traffic channel modules, uplink
power control modules, uplink timing control modules,
and uplink timing control modules.
[0046] Data/information 332 includes user data 356,
WT ID information 358, device/session/resource infor-
mation 360, base station ID information 362, system da-
ta/information 364, current timing information 366, DC
tone self-interference information 368, unprocessed re-
ceived downlink DC tone modulation symbols 370, proc-
essed downlink DC tone modulation symbols 372, and
uplink DC tone modulation symbols 374. User data 356
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includes data/information intended for a peer of WT 300
in a communications session with WT 300 intended to
be transmitted by WT 300 to BS 200 over uplink traffic
channel segments. User data 356 also includes data/
information sourced from a peer of WT 300 in a commu-
nications session with WT 300 and received from BS 200
via downlink traffic segments. Wireless terminal identifi-
cation information 358 includes, e.g., a WT IP address
and a BS 200 assigned WT active user identifier. Device/
session/resource information 360 includes uplink and
downlink segments, e.g., traffic channel segments, as-
signed to WT 300 and session information including ad-
dress and routing information pertaining to peer nodes
of WT 300 in communication sessions with WT 300. Base
station identification information 362 includes an identi-
fier, e.g., a value of slope in a pilot tone hopping sequence
or some other indicator, associated with the BS 200 being
used as the current point of network attachment for WT
300.
[0047] System data/information 364 includes timing in-
formation 376 and frequency information 378. System
data/information 364 may include different sets of infor-
mation corresponding to the different base stations 200
that WT 300 may use as a network point of attachment.
Timing information 376 includes downlink timing infor-
mation 380 and uplink timing information 382. Downlink
timing information 380 includes downlink timing structure
information used by BS 200, e.g., OFDM symbol timing
information, grouping of OFDM symbols such as halfs-
lots, slots, superslots, beacon slots, ultra slots. Downlink
timing information 380 also includes downlink DC tone
skipping timing information 384. Downlink DC tone skip-
ping timing information 3 84 identifies which OFDM sym-
bol time intervals within the downlink timing structure,
e.g., within the ultra slot, are designated for no signal
transmission with respect to the downlink DC tone. Uplink
timing information 382 includes uplink timing structure
information used by BS 200 which includes uplink dwell
timing information 386. The uplink dwell timing informa-
tion 386 includes information grouping uplink OFDM
symbol time intervals into sets, e.g., a set for an exem-
plary dwell including seven successive OFDM symbol
time intervals in which the uplink tones are not frequency
hopped during the dwell.
[0048] Frequency information 378 includes frequency
structure information such as downlink carrier frequency,
downlink bandwidth, downlink tones, uplink carrier fre-
quency, uplink bandwidth, uplink tones, frequency tone
hopping sequences including downlink tone hopping se-
quences on a per OFDM symbol time interval basis and
uplink tone hopping sequences on a per dwell time basis,
identification of the DC downlink tone, and identification
of the DC uplink tone. Frequency information 378 in-
cludes downlink frequency information for both the RF,
sometimes referred to as the passband, and the corre-
sponding baseband. Frequency information 378 also in-
cludes uplink frequency information for both the RF,
sometimes referred to as the passband, and the corre-

sponding baseband.
[0049] Current timing information 366 includes infor-
mation used for referencing the current point in time with
respect to a point, e.g., an OFDM symbol time interval,
within the overall timing structure, e.g., a repetitive timing
structure, used by BS 200. DL DC tone processing mod-
ule 342 uses the current timing information 366 in con-
junction with the system downlink timing information 380
to decide when to treat the received downlink DC tone
in a special manner and evaluate the received DL DC
tone for self-interference. DC tone dwell based zeroing
modulation symbol generation module 354 uses the cur-
rent timing information 366 in conjunction with the system
uplink timing information 382 for identifying dwell bound-
aries and identifying OFDM symbol index within the
dwell.
[0050] DC tone downlink self-interference information
368 includes an obtained value of DC tone self-interfer-
ence determined by module 342 and used by module
348, the value being an estimate of the DC tone self-
interference characteristics 320 of receiver 302. DC tone
self-interference information 368 also includes filtering
information, e.g., filter constants used by module 346.
[0051] Unprocessed received downlink DC tone mod-
ulation symbols 370 includes received modulation sym-
bols which have been conveyed via the downlink DC tone
(ZU1 388, ..., ZUN 390), each received modulation symbol
corresponding to the downlink DC tone during one OFDM
symbol time interval. Processed downlink DC tone mod-
ulation symbols 372 includes processed modulation
symbols (ZP1 392, .. ZPN 394) associated with the down-
link DC tone, the processing including the determination
and removal of a DC component by downlink DC tone
processing module 342.
[0052] Uplink DC tone modulation symbols 374 in-
cludes a set of modulation symbols to be conveyed on
the uplink DC tone (X1 396, ... X6 398, X7 399), each
modulation symbol corresponding to one OFDM symbol
time interval of a dwell. In this exemplary embodiment of
Figure 3, the dwell includes 7 OFDM symbol time inter-
vals. X1 396, ... X6 398 are ordinary modulation symbols,
e.g., from a set of modulation symbols used by WT 300
to convey data/information, control information, and/or
reference symbols. In accordance with the invention, X7
399 is a modulation symbol which is a function of the
other six modulation symbols (X1 396 ... X6 398) and may
be outside the range or set of ordinary modulation sym-
bols used by WT 300 for data/information, control sign-
aling, and/or reference signaling. In one embodiment,
the value of modulation symbol X7 equals the negative
of the weighted summation of the values of modulation
symbols X1 396 through X6 398.
[0053] Figure 4 is a drawing illustrating an exemplary
OFDM downlink time frequency grid 400 illustrating oc-
casional suspension of signaling on the DC tone in ac-
cordance with the present invention. Grid 400 is a plot of
downlink frequencies (tone index) on vertical axis 402 vs
time (OFDM symbol index) on horizontal axis 404. A ba-

17 18 



EP 1 911 236 B1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

sic unit of the grid 400 is an OFDM tone-symbol shown
as a square and representing one tone for the duration
of one OFDM symbol time interval. Legend 440 is used
to indicate the status of tone-symbols in grid 400. A tone-
symbol of type 442 shown as a square with cross hatch
shading indicated that the tone-symbol potentially con-
veys a modulation symbol. A tone symbol of type 444
shown as a square with no shading indicates that the
tone-symbol does not transmit any signal, in accordance
with a feature of the present invention. Vertical axis 402
illustrates that the downlink is divided into a set of tones,
e.g., 113 tones (tone 0 406, tone 1 408, tone 2 410, ...,
tone 55 412, tone 56 414, tone 57 416, ..., tone 111 418,
tone 112 420). Tone 56 414 is the downlink DC tone.
Generally, the downlink DC tone is a tone at or near the
center of the set of downlink frequency tones used. When
the downlink signal is down-converted to the baseband
at the wireless terminal, the downlink DC tone generally
corresponds to a baseband tone at or near zero frequen-
cy. Horizontal axis 404 illustrates 9 exemplary succes-
sive OFDM symbol intervals (interval 0 422, interval 1
424, interval 2 426, interval 3, 428, interval 4 430, interval
5 432, interval 6 434, interval 7 436, interval 8 438). In
grid 400, each of the tone symbols corresponding to tone
0 406 through tone 55 412 and tone 57 416 through tone
112 420 can potentially convey a modulation symbol in
any OFDM symbol interval. However, tone 56 414, the
downlink DC tone, receives special treatment in accord-
ance with the present invention. During most of the time,
the downlink DC tone can potentially convey a modula-
tion symbol; however, occasionally, the downlink DC
tone does not transmit any signal as illustrated in OFDM
time intervals 1 424, 4 430, and 7 436. The skipping pat-
tern can be predetermined and known to both the base
station and wireless terminals. The skipping pattern can
be chosen in relation to the system characteristics includ-
ing levels of expected random air link interference and
self-interference receiver characteristics of the wireless
terminals of the system. This occasional skipping of the
use of the downlink DC tone, allows wireless terminal
receivers, which know the timing corresponding to the
skipping, to measure and determine their self-interfer-
ence noise levels with respect to the DC downlink tone:
During an interval such as interval 1 424, the processed
DC tone received signal by a wireless terminal, after con-
version from RF to baseband, will be predominately the
summation of receiver self-interference, generally a rel-
atively constant level, plus air link noise, generally a ran-
dom signal which averages out over time and thus can
be removed.
[0054] Figure 23 is a drawing illustrating an exemplary
OFDM downlink time frequency grid 2300 illustrating an-
other example of the suspension of signaling on the DC
tone in accordance with the present invention. Grid 2300
is a plot of downlink frequencies (tone index) on vertical
axis 2302 vs time (OFDM symbol index) on horizontal
axis 2304. A basic unit of the grid 2300 is an OFDM tone-
symbol shown as a square and representing one tone

for the duration of one OFDM symbol time interval. Leg-
end 2340 is used to indicate the status of tone-symbols
in grid 2300. A tone-symbol of type 2342 shown as a
square with cross hatch shading indicated that the tone-
symbol potentially conveys a modulation symbol. A tone
symbol of type 2344 shown as a square with no shading
indicates that the tone-symbol does not transmit any sig-
nal, in accordance with a feature of the present invention.
Vertical axis 2302 illustrates that the downlink is divided
into a set of tones, e.g., 113 tones (tone 0 2306, tone 1
2308, tone 2 2310, ..., tone 55 2312, tone 56 2314, tone
57 2316, ..., tone 111 2318, tone 112 2320). Tone 56
2314 is the downlink DC tone. Generally, the Downlink
DC tone is a tone at or near the center of the set of down-
link frequency tones used. Horizontal axis 2304 illus-
trates exemplary successive OFDM symbol intervals (in-
terval 0 2322, interval 1 2324, interval 2 2326, interval 3,
2328, ..., interval 10 2330, interval 11 2332, interval 12
2334, interval 13 2336, ...). In grid 2300, each of the tone
symbols corresponding to tone 0 2306 through tone 55
2312 and tone 57 2316 through tone 112 2320 can po-
tentially convey a modulation symbol. However, tone 56
2314, the downlink DC tone, receives special treatment
in accordance with the present invention. During most of
the time, the downlink DC tone can potentially convey a
modulation symbol; however, occasionally, the downlink
DC tone does not transmit any signal as illustrated in
OFDM time intervals 1 2324 and 12 2334. From the DC
tone perspective, intervals 2346 and 2346’ can be con-
sidered a DC noise measurement interval, while interval
2348 can be considered a data period. In data period
2348 10 symbols can be recovered by a wireless terminal
on the Downlink DC tone, one recovered modulation
symbol corresponding to each OFDM symbol index (2..
11) time interval. The data period, interval 2348, of the
example of Figure 23 is 10 times longer than the DC tone
noise measurement period, e.g., interval 2346.
[0055] Figure 5 is a drawing illustrating an exemplary
OFDM uplink time frequency grid 500 for a dwell 538
illustrating special treatment of the uplink DC tone 514
in accordance with the present invention. Grid 500 plots
uplink frequencies (tone index) on vertical axis 502 vs
time (OFDM symbol index in a dwell) on horizontal axis
504. The basic unit of vertical axis 502 is the tone, while
the basic unit of the horizontal axis is the OFDM symbol
time 536. The exemplary uplink is illustrated to include
113 tones (tone 0 506, tone 1 508, tone 2 510, ..., tone
55 512, tone 56 514, tone 57 516, ..., tone 111 518, tone
112 520.) The uplink DC tone in this example is tone 56
514. In general, the uplink DC tone is at or near the center
of the set of uplink tones. At the baseband at the wireless
terminal transmitter, the uplink DC tone generally corre-
sponds to a baseband tone at or near zero frequency.
When the uplink signal is up-converted to the passband,
the uplink DC tone may correspond to the center of the
uplink bandwidth. In other embodiments, the uplink may
use a different number of tones. The example of Figure
5 illustrates a dwell 536 with seven OFDM symbol time
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intervals (interval 1 522, interval 2 524, interval 3 526,
interval 4 528, interval 5 530, interval 6 532, interval 7
534). A dwell is a time interval consisting of multiple
OFDM symbol intervals during which a given tone is used
by the same wireless terminal. In other embodiments, a
dwell may include a different number of OFDM symbol
time intervals. In accordance with the invention, the DC
tone receives special treatment; for one OFDM symbol
time interval within the dwell, the DC tone conveys a mod-
ulation symbol which is a function of the modulation sym-
bols conveyed by the DC tone for the other OFDM symbol
time intervals of the same dwell. In the example of Figure
5, the seventh OFDM interval 534 conveys the special
modulation symbol. Note that any one of the OFDM sym-
bols in a dwell can convey the special modulation symbol.
The OFDM symbol used to convey the special modula-
tion symbol can be predetermined and known to both the
base station and wireless terminals. Legend 540 illus-
trates the basic unit of grid 500 a tone-symbol represent-
ed by a square box. In grid 500 if a tone symbol is of type
542, as illustrated by cross-hatch shading, the OFDM
tone-symbol conveys a special modulation symbol, in ac-
cordance with the present invention, while if the tone-
symbol is of type 544, as indicated by no shading, the
tone-symbol can convey an ordinary modulation symbol.
In grid 500, the modulation symbols to be conveyed by
the uplink tone-symbols are illustrated as letters including
subscripts within each square of the grid. Modulation
symbol Yj,k (j = 1 to 7, k = 0 to 55 and k =57 to 112),

where j is the OFDM symbol time index value in the dwell,
and k is the uplink tone.index value, are ordinary modu-
lation symbols, e.g., from a set of modulation symbols
used in the system to conveying data/information, control
information, and/or reference information. In addition, for
the dwell each modulation symbol in the set of modulation
symbols corresponding to a tone from the set of tones
(tone0 506 through tone 55 512 and tone 57 516 through
tone 112 520) may be independent of the other modula-
tion symbols in the set of modulation symbols corre-
sponding to the tone. However, tone 56 (DC tone) 514
receives special treatment, in accordance with the
present invention. The modulation symbols conveyed by
the DC tone are represented as Xi, i=1,7, where i repre-

sents the OFDM symbol time index within the dwell. In
this example X7 is a function of X1, X2, X3, X4, X5, X6.

The value of special modulation symbols X7 can be out-

side the set of modulation symbols used for the other
tone-symbols of the dwell. In one embodiment

 In this exemplary treatment of the up-

link DC tone, the average value of the modulation symbol
conveyed by the DC tone for a dwell is equal to zero. In
such an embodiment, a base station 200 receiving a set
of uplink DC tones corresponding to a dwell, can interpret
a DC offset in the average value of the measured re-
ceived DC tone modulation symbols for the dwell as an

error, e.g., due to a combination of DC tone self-interfer-
ence characteristics 328 in transmitter 304 and airlink
noise; this measured DC offset can be removed. Note
that the modulation symbols Yj,k (j = 1 to 7, k = 0 to 55

and k =57 to 112) and Xi, i=1 to 6, may be generated by

a normal channel coding operation.
[0056] Figure 6 is a drawing 600 illustrating an exem-
plary relationship between the modulation symbols con-
veyed by the uplink DC tone within a dwell in accordance
with the present invention. Modulation symbols (X1 602,

X2 604, X3, 606, X4 608, X5 610, X6 612, X7 614) may

be the modulation symbols shown in Figure 5 corre-
sponding to tone 56 514 during dwell 538. In this example
modulation symbol X7 614 is the special modulation sym-

bol and 

 In another

example,  in order to reduce the

peak-to-average ratio of the signal transmitted in the
dwell. In general in accordance with various embodi-
ments of the present invention, for the uplink DC tone,
the dwell structure may include a different number of
OFDM symbol time intervals, the.special modulation
symbol may be any of the modulation symbols in the
dwell and the special modulation symbol is a function of
the other modulation symbols in the dwell, provided the
dwell structure, special modulation symbol OFDM sym-
bol index within the dwell, and function used to interrelate
the modulation symbols of the dwell is known by both
WTs 300 and BSs 200.
[0057] With regard to the uplink DC tone, in some em-
bodiments of the present invention, there is an additional
step of symbol scrambling. For example, consider that
X1, X2, X3, X4, X5, X6 are the modulation symbols from
the coding and modulation scheme. Without the step of
symbol scrambling, X7 is generated from f(X1, X2, X3, X4,
X5, X6) and X1, X2, X3, X4, X5, X6, X7 will be the modu-
lation symbols transmitted in a dwell. Now, with the step
of scrambling the actual modulation symbols to be trans-
mitted are A1*X1, A2*X2, A3*X3, A4*X4, A5*X5, A6*X6,
A7*X7, where the construction of X7 is given in the fol-
lowing and A1, A2, A3, A4, A5, A6, A7 are pre-determined
scrambling symbols. A1, A2, A3, A4, A5, A6, A7, are in
some embodiments, phase rotation symbols. Then, the
modulation symbols received at the base station, ignor-
ing other interference, are Y1=A1*X1 + I0, Y2=A2*X2 + I0,
Y3=A3*X3 + I0, Y4=A4*X4 + I0, Y5=A5*X5 + I0, Y6=A6*X6
+ I0, Y7=A7*X7 + I0, where I0 is the DC noise component
generated by the wireless terminal device. It is assumed
that I0 is the same for each of the seven symbols in a
dwell, since those symbols are transmitted from the same
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wireless terminal.
[0058] To estimate I0, X7 should be constructed: X7=f
(A1*X1, A2*X2, A3*X3, A4*X4, A5*X5, A6*X6, A7*X7). For
example, in some embodiments, X7 is calculated such
that A1*X1 + A2*X2 +A3*X3 +A4*X4 +A5*X5 + A6*X6 +
A7*X7 = 0. In that exemplary embodiment, the receiver
should estimate I0 as I0_estimate = (Y1 + Y2 + Y3 + Y4 +
Y5 + Y6 + Y7)/7. In another example, in some embodi-
ments, X7 is calculated such that (A1*X1 + A2*X2 +A3*X3
+A4*X4 +A5*X5 + A6*X6)/6 + A7*X7 = 0. In that exemplary
embodiment, the receiver should estimate I0 as I0_esti-
mate = (Y1 + Y2 + Y3 + Y4 + Y5 + Y6 + 6*Y7)/12.
[0059] Figure 7 is a drawing illustrating that the uplink
DC tone may be assigned to different users for different
dwells in accordance with the present invention. Drawing
700 plots uplink frequencies (tone index), e.g., corre-
sponding to an exemplary BS 200 using one carrier fre-
quency band, on vertical axis 702 vs time (dwell interval
index) on horizontal axis 704. The basic unit of vertical
axis 702 is the tone, while the basic unit of the horizontal
axis is the dwell interval 734. Dwell interval 734 may cor-
respond to dwell 538 of Figure 5. The exemplary uplink
is illustrated to include 113 tones (tone 0 706, tone 1 708,
tone 2 710, ..., tone 55 712, tone 56 714, tone 57 716, ...,
tone 111 718, tone 112 720.) The uplink DC tone in this
example is tone 56 714. In other embodiments, the uplink
may use a different number of tones and the uplink DC
tone may be a different tone. The example of Figure 7
illustrates six dwell intervals (interval 1 722, interval 2
724, interval 3 726, interval 4 728, interval 5 730, interval
6 732). Uplink tones are allocated to WTs 300 on a per
dwell interval basis, the allocated tones being a function
of uplink segments assigned by BS 200’s scheduling
module 226 and, in some embodiments, an uplink tone
hopping sequence used by BS 200. In the example of
Figure 7, the uplink DC tone (tone 56) 714 is assigned
to (WT A, WT C, WT A, WT B, WT B, WT C) during (dwell
interval 1 722, dwell interval 2 724, dwell interval 3 726,
dwell interval 4 728, dwell interval 5 730, dwell interval 6
721), respectively. Different WTs 300 (A, B, C) can have
different DC tone self-interference characteristics 328 in
their transmitters 324; in addition each WT 300 will have
a different airlink channel to BS 200 with different uplink
DC tone noise characteristics. Since the WT user of the
DC uplink tone may change from dwell to dwell, the spe-
cial treatment of the uplink DC tone is performed on a
per dwell basis in accordance with the present invention,
and each dwell is treated independently of other dwells
with regard to uplink DC tone special processing. Of
course, because the base station knows which WT user
uses the uplink DC tone in any dwell, the base station
can estimate the DC tone self-interference of a given WT
user across multiple dwells used by the WT user, and
the WT user may not necessarily transport the special
modulation symbol in the uplink DC tone in all the dwells
assigned to the WT user.
[0060] Figure 8 is a flowchart 800 of an exemplary
method of operating a base station, e.g., exemplary BS

200 of Figure 2, to perform downlink DC tone treatment
in accordance with the present invention. Operation of
the method of DL DC tone treatment start in step 802
where the base station is powered on, initialized, and
starts operations using a predetermined downlink timing
structure, e.g., a repetitive downlink timing structure, and
a set of downlink tones, e.g., a set of orthogonal downlink
tones. Operation proceeds from step 802 to step 804. In
step 804, the BS checks as to whether the symbol time
interval index in the DL timing structure is designated as
a downlink DC tone skip interval. If the current symbol
time interval is designated as a DL DC tone skip interval,
then operation proceeds from step 804 to step 806 where
the BS is operated to transmit modulation symbols on a
subset of DL tones which excludes the DL DC tone. This
intentional exclusion of use of the DL DC tone in step
806 allows a WT receiver to measure its receiver DC
tone self-interference characteristic 320. Returning to
step 804, if the current symbol time interval index is not
designated as a DL DC tone skip interval, then operation
proceeds to step 808 where the base station is operated
to transmit modulation symbols on the set of downlink
tones which includes the downlink DC tone; some of the
modulation symbol values may be zero. Operation pro-
ceeds from either step 806 or step 808 to step 810. In
step 810, a check is performed as to whether the symbol
time index is equal to the last symbol time index value in
the downlink timing structure. If the symbol time interval
index is equal to the last index value in the Downlink
timing structure, then operation proceeds to step 812;
otherwise operation proceeds to step 814. In step 812,
the base station is operated to reset the symbol time in-
terval index. In step 814, the base station is operated to
increment the symbol time interval index. Operation pro-
ceeds from step 812 or step 814 back to step 804, where
the new symbol time interval index is checked as to
whether it is designated as a DL DC tone skip interval.
[0061] Figure 9 is a flowchart 900 of an exemplary
method of operating a base station, e.g., exemplary BS
200 of Figure 2, to perform uplink DC tone treatment in
accordance with the present invention. Operation of the
method ofUL DC tone treatment starts in step 902 where
the base station is powered on, initialized, and starts op-
erations using a predetermined uplink timing structure,
e.g., a repetitive uplink timing structure, and a set of uplink
tones, e.g., a set of orthogonal uplink tones. Operation
proceeds from step 902 to step 904, in which the BS is
operated to track dwell timing and symbol timing index
in a dwell structure using N symbol time intervals per
dwell. For each dwell, steps 906 through 914 are per-
formed. In step 906, the base station receives a set ofN
modulation symbols conveyed by the uplink DC tone,
each modulation symbol associated with a different sym-
bol timing index of the dwell. Operation proceeds from
step 906 to step 908. In step 908, the base station is
operated to identify the one of the N modulation symbols
which is the special modulation symbol which is a function
of the other N-1 modulation symbols. In step 908, the
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base station is also operated to identify the other N-1
modulation symbols which convey data/information
and/or reference symbol information. For example, in
some embodiments, the other N-1 modulation symbols
are communicated during the first N-1 symbol time inter-
vals of the dwell and the special modulation symbol is
communicated during the last symbol time interval of the
dwell. The position of the special modulation symbol
need not be the last position of the dwell, but its location
within the dwell is known to both the base station and
wireless terminals. Operation proceeds from step 908 to
step 910, where the base station is operated to process
the set of N received modulation symbols to obtain a DC
offset correction. For example, in one exemplary embod-
iment, where the wireless terminal sets the weighted sum
of the N modulation symbols to be transmitted on the
uplink DC tone during the dwell equal to zero, the base
station determines a weighted average value of the re-
ceived N modulation symbols on uplink DC tone for the
dwell and uses that determined average value as the DC
offset correction. Operation proceeds from step 910 to
step 912. In step 912, the base station is operated to
remove the DC offset correction from the received N-1
modulation symbols which convey data/information
and/or reference symbol information. Operation pro-
ceeds from step 912 to step 914. In step 914, the base
station is operated to forward the processed N-1 modu-
lation symbols for decoding operations, e.g., within the
BS receiver decoder.
[0062] Figure 10 is a flowchart of an exemplary method
of operating a wireless terminal, e.g., exemplary WT 300
of Figure 3, to perform downlink DC tone treatment in
accordance with the present invention. Operation of the
method of DL DC tone treatment start in step 1002 where
the wireless terminal is powered on, initialized, and starts
operations using a predetermined downlink timing struc-
ture associated with a base station, e.g., a repetitive
downlink timing structure, and a set of downlink tones
associated with the base station, e.g., a set of orthogonal
downlink tones. Operation proceeds from step 1002 to
step 1004. In step 1004, the wireless terminal sets its DL
DC tone self-interference correction value to an initial
value. For example, the initial value may be zero, a fac-
tory stored calibration value, a value determined from a
factor stored calibration model including temperature
sensitivity, or a function of stored information from a pre-
vious turn-on, e.g., the last stored self-interference cor-
rection value used. The result of step 1004 is DL DC tone
correction value 1006. Operation proceeds from step
1004 to step 1008, where the wireless terminal is oper-
ated to receive an OFDM symbol, said symbol including
a set of modulation symbols, one modulation symbol as-
sociated with each downlink tone in the set of downlink
tones. Operation proceeds from step 1008 to step 1010.
In step 1010, the wireless terminal is operated to deter-
mine the OFDM symbol time interval index correspond-
ing to the received OFDM symbol in the downlink timing
structure. Operation proceeds from step 1010 to step

1012. In step 1012, the wireless terminal checks as to
whether or not the determined interval index in the down-
link timing structure is designated as a downlink DC tone
skip interval. If the interval is designated as a DL DC tone
skip interval, then operation proceeds to step 1014; oth-
erwise operation proceeds to step 1015. In step 1014,
the wireless terminal is operated to forward the measured
modulation symbol information on the DL DC tone to a
DC tone self-interference correction module 1014. The
information measured on a designated skipped DC tone
1016 is illustrated as being forwarded to step 1018. Op-
eration proceeds from step 1016 to step 1018. In step
1018, the wireless terminal is operated to update the DL
DC tone self-interference correction value based upon
measurements corresponding to a DL DC tone. In some
embodiments, information derived from block 1016 re-
sults in a new value of a DL DC tone correction value
1006 and does not depend upon previous DL DC tone
correction values. In some embodiments, sub-step 1020
is performed as part of step 1018. In sub-step 1020, the
wireless terminal performs filtering, e.g., averaging, to
obtain a new correction value. In such an embodiment,
the output value from step 1018 is a function of the pre-
vious value or values of the DL DC tone correction value
as indicated by dashed line arrow from DL DC tone cor-
rection value block 1006 to step 1018 and solid line arrow
from step 1018 to block 1006.
[0063] Returning to step 1012, if the symbol time in-
terval index is not a designated DL DC tone skip interval,
then operation proceeds to step 1015. In step 1015, the
wireless terminal subtracts the current DL DC tone cor-
rection value 1006 from the modulation symbol received
on the DL DC tone. Operation proceeds from step 1015
to step 1022. In step 1022, the wireless terminal is oper-
ated to forward the processed DL DC tone modulation
symbol for decoding along with other received downlink
modulation symbols.
[0064] In some embodiments, the wireless terminal
determines whether or not the DL DC tone is used by the
WT during the symbol time interval, e.g., whether the DL
DC tone corresponds to a DL segment which the WT
desires to decode. If the DL DC tone is not being used
by the WT in the symbol time interval under considera-
tion, then steps 1015 and/or step 1016 in the method
may be skipped.
[0065] Operation proceeds from either step 1022 or
step 1018 via connecting node A 1024 to step 1008,
where the wireless terminal is operated to receive the
next OFDM downlink symbol.
[0066] Figure 11 is a flowchart 1100 of an exemplary
method of operating a wireless terminal, e.g., exemplary
WT 300 of Figure 3, to perform uplink DC tone treatment
in accordance with the present invention. Operation of
the method of UL DC tone treatment starts in step 1102
where the wireless terminal is powered on, initialized,
and starts operations using a predetermined uplink timing
structure associated with a base station, e.g., a repetitive
uplink timing structure, and a set of uplink tones associ-
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ated with the base station, e.g., a set of orthogonal uplink
tones. Operation proceeds from start step 1102 to step
1104. In step 1104, the wireless terminal is operated to
track dwell timing and symbol timing index in a dwell
structure using N symbol time intervals per dwell. Oper-
ation proceeds from step 1104 to step 1106. Operation
flows through step 1106 for each dwell. In step 1106, the
WT checks as to whether it has been assigned to use
the uplink DC tone, e.g., based upon uplink segment as-
signments from a connected base station and/or uplink
tone hopping sequence information. If the WT has been
assigned to use the uplink DC tone for the dwell under
consideration, then the WT should perform special uplink
DC processing and operation proceeds from step 1106
to step 1108; otherwise the WT does not need to perform
special uplink DC tone processing during this dwell and
operation proceeds to step 1114.
[0067] In step 1108, the WT uplink DC tone processing
module is operated to receive a set of N-1 modulation
symbols which convey data/information and/or reference
symbol information to be conveyed by the uplink DC tone,
each modulation symbol associated with a different sym-
bol timing index of the dwell. Operation proceeds from
step 1108 to step 1110, where the wireless terminal is
operated to generate a special modulation symbol which
is a function of the N-1 received modulation symbols,
said special modulation symbol to be associated with the
symbol timing index of the dwell not used by the set of
N-1 modulation symbols. For example, in one exemplary
embodiment, where N=7, the first six modulation symbols
of the dwell may be the N-1 modulation symbols and the
seventh modulation symbol of the dwell may be the spe-
cial modulation symbol. In some exemplary embodi-
ments said function used to generate the special modu-
lation symbol is the negative of the summation of the N-
1 modulation symbols. Operation proceeds from step
1110 to step 1112. In step 1112, the wireless terminal is
operated to transmit each modulation symbol of the set
of N-1 modulation symbols and the special modulation
symbol during each associated symbol timing index of
the dwell. Operation proceeds from step 1112 to step
1114.
[0068] In step 1114, the wireless terminal stops special
uplink DC tone treatment for the dwell. Operation returns
to step 1106, if the wireless terminal is to operate for
additional dwells.
[0069] Figure 12 is a drawing 1200 illustrating an ex-
emplary set of downlink tones in RF 1202 and a corre-
sponding set of downlink tones in the baseband 1204.
The RF is sometimes referred to as the passband. Hor-
izontal axis 1206 indicates frequency. The tones may be,
e.g., OFDM tones. Each set of tones (1202, 1204) in-
cludes the same number of tones. In the example of Fig-
ure 12, 11 contiguous tones (index 0 .. 10) are shown as
comprising a downlink set for simplicity of illustration. In
other embodiments, a different number of tones may be
used for a downlink tone set, e.g., 113 tones. The RF
tone set 1202 is centered around downlink carrier fre-

quency fC DL 1208, and the downlink DC tone in RF 1210
is tone number 5. The baseband tone set 1204 is cen-
tered around DC (0 Hz) 1212, and the downlink DC tone
in baseband 1214 is tone number 5.
[0070] Figure 13 is a drawing 1300 illustrating an ex-
emplary set of uplink tones in baseband 1302 and a cor-
responding set of uplink tones in the RF 1304. The RF
is sometimes referred to as the passband. Horizontal axis
1306 indicates frequency. The tones may be, e.g., OFDM
tones. Each set of tones (1302, 1304) includes the same
number of tones. In the example of Figure 13, 11 contig-
uous tones (index 0 .. 10) are shown as comprising an
uplink tone set for simplicity of illustration. In other em-
bodiments, a different number of tones may be used for
an uplink tone set, e.g., 113 tones. The baseband tone
set 1302 is centered around DC (0 Hz) 1308, and the
uplink DC tone in baseband 1310 is tone number 5. The
RF tone set 1304 is centered around uplink carrier fre-
quency fC UL 1312, and the uplink DC tone in RF 1314 is
tone number 5.
[0071] In various embodiments, supporting simultane-
ous downlink and uplink signaling, the downlink carrier
frequency fCDL 1208 is different from the uplink carrier
frequency fCUL 1312 and the downlink tone set in RF
1202 is non-overlapping with the uplink tone set in RF
1304.
[0072] Figure 14A is a drawing 1400’ illustrating an ex-
emplary embodiment of the present invention in which
uplink tone assignment structure is implemented such
that an uplink tone, e.g., the uplink DC tone, is assigned
to a single wireless terminal for a dwell of a fixed number
of contiguous symbol time intervals. In some embodi-
ments, during some dwells, the wireless terminals may
be assigned a set of one or more tones to be used by
the wireless terminal for the given dwell, and during some
dwells the uplink DC tone may be included in the set of
tones assigned to the wireless terminal, while during oth-
er dwells the uplink DC tone may not be included in the
set of tones assigned to the wireless terminal. Vertical
axis 1404’ illustrates uplink frequency expressed in tone
index while the horizontal axis 1402’ illustrates time ex-
pressed in OFDM symbol time interval index. Exemplary
tone 56 1406’ is the uplink DC tone, and tone 56 may be
the center tone in an uplink tone set of 113 tones. Four-
teen successive OFDM symbol time intervals are shown
(interval 0 1408’, interval 1 1410’, interval 2 1412’, interval
3 1414’, interval 4 1416’, interval 5 1418’, interval 6 1420’,
interval 7 1422’, interval 8 1424’, interval 9 1426’, interval
10 1428’, interval 11 1430’, interval 12 1432’, interval 13
1434’. In the example of Figure 14A, uplink DC tone 1406’
is allocated on a dwell by dwell basis, and may be used
by different wireless terminals during each successive
dwells, a dwell in this example including seven succes-
sive OFDM symbol time intervals. Wireless terminal A,
implemented in accordance with the present invention,
uses the uplink DC tone 1406’ during the first dwell,
OFDM time intervals (interval 0 1408’, interval 1 1410’,
interval 2 1412’, interval 3 1414’, interval 4 1416’, interval
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5 1418’, interval 6 1420’) to convey modulation symbols
(X1 WTA, X2 WTA, X3 WTA, X4 WTA, X5 WTA, X6 WTA,
X7 WTA), respectively. Modulation symbol X7 WTA is gen-
erated by WTA as a function of modulation symbols
(X1 WTA, X2 WTA, X3 WTA, X4 WTA, X5 WTA, X6 WTA). Wire-
less terminal B, implemented in accordance with the
present invention, uses the uplink DC tone 1406 during
the second dwell, OFDM time intervals (interval 7 1422’,
interval 8 1424’, interval 9 1426’, interval 10 1428’, inter-
val 11 1430’, interval 12 1432’, interval 13 1434’) to con-
vey modulation symbols (X1 WTB. X2 WTB, X3 WTB,
X4 WTB, X5 WTB, X6 WTB, X7 WTB), respectively. Modula-
tion symbol X7 WTB is generated by WTB as a function
of modulation symbols (X1 WTB, X2 WTB, X3 WTB, X4 WTB,
X5 WTB, X6 WTB). The function or functions used by WTA
and WTB are known and used by the base station, im-
plemented in accordance with the present invention, re-
ceiving and processing the uplink signals. For example
the function may be such that the sum of the seven mod-
ulation symbols in the set equals zero.
[0073] Figure 14 is a drawing 1400 illustrating an ex-
emplary embodiment of the present invention in which
uplink tone assignment structure is not implemented as
a tone assignment to a single wireless terminal for a dwell
of a fixed number of contiguous symbol time intervals,
but rather a given tone can be assigned in an interwoven
manner alternating between different wireless terminals.
Vertical axis 1404 illustrates uplink frequency expressed
in tone index while the horizontal axis 1402 illustrates
time expressed in OFDM symbol time interval index. Ex-
emplary tone 56 1406 is the uplink DC tone, and tone 56
may be the center tone in an uplink tone set of 113 tones.
Fourteen successive OFDM symbol time intervals are
shown (interval 0 1408, interval 1 1410, interval 2 1412,
interval 3 1414, interval 4 1416, interval 5 1418, interval
6 1420, interval 7 1422, interval 8 1424, interval 9 1426,
interval 10 1428, interval 11 1430, interval 12 1432, in-
terval 13 1434. In the example of Figure 14, uplink DC
tone 1406 is allocated and used by different wireless ter-
minals during each of successive OFDM symbol time
intervals. Wireless terminal A, implemented in accord-
ance with the present invention, uses the uplink DC tone
1406 during OFDM time intervals (interval 0 1408, inter-
val 2 1412, interval 4 1416, interval 6 1420, interval 8
1424, interval 10 1428, interval 12 1432) to convey mod-
ulation symbols (X1 WTA, X2 WTA, X3 WTA, X4 WTA, X5 WTA,
X6 WTA, X7 WTA), respectively. Modulation symbol X7 WTA
is generated by WTA as a function of modulation symbols
(X1 WTA, X2 WTA, X3 WTA, X4 WTA, X5 WTA, X6 WTA). Wire-
less terminal B, implemented in accordance with the
present invention, uses the uplink DC tone 1406 during
OFDM time intervals (interval 1 1410, interval 3 1414,
interval 5 1418, interval 7 1422, interval 9 1426, interval
11 1430, interval 13 1434) to convey modulation symbols
(X1 WTB, X2 WTB, X3 WTB, X4 WTB, X5 WTB, X6 WTB,
X7 WTB), respectively. Modulation symbol X7 WTB is gen-
erated by WTB as a function of modulation symbols
(X1 WTB, X2 WTB, X3 WTB, X4 WTB, X5 WTB, X6 WTB). The

function or functions used by WTA and WTB are known
and used by the base station, implemented in accord-
ance with the present invention, receiving and processing
the uplink signals. For example the function may be such
that the sum of the seven modulation symbols in the set
equals zero.
[0074] Different interweaving structures may be used
and/or different numbers of OFDM symbol time intervals,
e.g., other than seven, may form a set for a wireless ter-
minal. The interweaving structure information and uplink
DC tone set formation information is known to the WT
and base station. For example, a WT may use a set ofN
OFDM time intervals in a sequence of more than N se-
quential OFDM time intervals, for conveying N OFDM
modulation symbols using the uplink DC tone, and one
of the designated N OFDM time intervals is used for con-
veying a special modulation symbol which is a function
of the other N-1 modulation symbols. The function may
be such that the sum of the N modulation symbols in the
set is equal to zero. The location, e.g., OFDM symbol
time interval index, of the special modulation symbol in
the sequence ofN modulation symbols as well as the lo-
cation of each of the other N-1 modulation symbols in
the sequence of N modulation symbols is known to the
wireless terminal and base station.
[0075] Figure 15 and Figure 16 illustrate features of an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention utilizing
special treatment of the uplink DC tone in accordance
with the present invention. Figure 15 is a drawing 1500
including a grid 1502 representing an exemplary partition
of uplink channel resources into segments. Legend 1508
illustrates that segment A is illustrated by diagonal line
shading ascending from left to right 1510, segment B is
illustrated by diagonal line shading descending from left
to right 1512, segment C is illustrated by dotted shading
1514, and segment D is illustrated by horizontal line shad-
ing 1516. Vertical axis 1504 represents logical (pre-hop-
ping) tone designations, while the horizontal axis 1506
represents time expressed in symbol time intervals. The
grid 1502 includes 7 uplink tones using pre-hopping des-
ignations. Uplink tone hopping sequence is used to con-
vert the pre-hopping designations to the post hopping
designations. In the pre-hopping tone reference desig-
nations, the uplink DC tone may be associated with dif-
ferent pre-hopping tones from one dwell to another dwell.
In the post hopping tone reference designations, the up-
link DC tone occupies the same tone, e.g., center tone
in a frequency band of uplink tones. Along the horizontal
axis, the grid 1502 is further divided into dwells, each
dwell (dwell 1 1518, dwell 2 1520, dwell 3 1522) including
seven successive OFDM symbol time intervals. Tone
hopping may occur on dwell boundaries. For example
the designated uplink DC tone is shown to hop from the
fifth pre-hopping tone index to the sixth pre-hopping tone
index and then to the 2nd pre-hopping tone index. During
dwell 1 1518 the uplink DC tone corresponds to a pre-
hopping indexed tone in segment A; during dwell 2 1520
the uplink DC tone corresponds to a different pre-hopping
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indexed tone in segment A; during dwell 3 1522, the up-
link DC tone corresponds to another different pre-hop-
ping indexed tone which is used by segment D.
[0076] Now, assume that an exemplary wireless ter-
minal has uplink data/information to communicate and
has been allocated to use uplink segment A, e.g., by a
base station scheduler. The wireless terminal constructs
data/information into a codeword 1524 which maps into
modulation symbols (Zis) to be communicated using
tone-symbols, a tone for an interval of a symbol time in-
terval, of segment A. Arrow 1526 represents the modu-
lation symbols being assigned to tone-symbols of seg-
ment A. Segment A includes 2 pre-hopping tones utilized
for three dwells. Special treatment is performed, in ac-
cordance with the present invention, if the pre-hopping
tone during a given dwell is an uplink DC tone, as with
block 1530 of segment A during dwell 1 1518. However,
if the pre-hopping tone during a given dwell is not the
uplink DC tone, then special treatment is not performed,
as with block 1528 of segment A.
[0077] Figure 16 is an illustration 1600 of two exem-
plary uplink tones, a non-DC tone 1604 and a DC tone
1610 for an exemplary dwell 1606. Block 1602 includes
seven OFDM tone-symbols of the non-DC tone 1604 for
dwell 1606, each tone-symbol being associated with a
modulation symbol (Z1, Z2, Z3, Z4, Z5, Z6, Z7). Block
1608 includes seven OFDM tone-symbols of the DC tone
1610 for dwell 1606, each tone-symbol being associated
with a modulation symbol (Z8, Z9, Z10, Z11, Z12, Z13,
Z14). Block 1602 may represent block 1528 of Figure 15,
while block 1608 may represent block 1530 of Figure 15.
Modulation symbols (Z1, Z2, Z3, Z4, Z5, Z6, Z7, Z8, Z9,
Z10, Z11, Z12, Z13, Z14) may represent modulation sym-
bols of codeword 1524 mapped by the wireless terminal
to segment A.
[0078] Modulation symbols (Z1, Z2, Z3, Z4, Z5, Z6,
Z7) are forwarded for transmission using the post-hop-
ping tone index as determined by the hopping sequence
information, the tone being used is not the uplink DC tone.
[0079] The wireless terminal performs special
processing on the DC tone, in accordance with the
present invention. Modulation symbols (Z8, Z9, Z10, Z11,
Z12, Z13) are designated as modulation symbols (X1,
X2, X3, X4, X5, X6). Modulation symbol Z14 is punched
through as illustrated by the X covering the box repre-
senting the tone-symbol to which modulation symbol Z14
had been mapped as illustrated in block 1608’. The wire-
less terminal generates a new modulation symbol X7
1610, where X7 is a function of (X1, X2, X3, X4, X5, X6)
such that (X1+X2+X3+X4+X5+X6+X7) = 0. The new
modulation symbol replaces the punched out modulation
symbol as illustrated in block 1608". The modulation sym-
bols (Z8, Z9, Z10, Z11, Z12, Z13, X7) are forwarded for
transmission using the post-hopping tone index as de-
termined by the hopping sequence information, the tone
being used is the uplink DC tone.
[0080] The base station receives modulation symbols
conveyed on uplink tones, determines which uplink tones

are uplink DC tones and performs special treatment of
the modulation symbols conveyed on the uplink DC tone.
For example, the base station recognizes the modulation
symbol of the dwell which has been punched through
and replaced; measurement information and knowledge
of the function relating the seven modulation symbols of
the dwell is used by the base station to perform adjust-
ments to the other 6 received modulation symbols to cor-
rect for DC offset. The six corrected received modulation
symbols are forwarded for decoding operations along
with the other modulation symbols which have been con-
veyed using non-DC tones.
[0081] In various embodiments, the number of symbol
time intervals per dwell is a value other than seven and
the punch-though/replacement location within the dwell
may be different provided the structure information is
known by the wireless terminal and base station. For ex-
ample, a dwell may comprise a set of contiguous N OFDM
time intervals where one OFDM modulation symbol is
conveyed on the uplink DC tone per OFDM symbol time
interval, and one of the N OFDM symbol time intervals
is used for conveying a special modulation symbol which
is a function of the other N-1 modulation symbols. The
N-1 modulation symbols are modulation symbols which
have been mapped from a codeword. The special mod-
ulation symbol replaces a punched out mapped modu-
lation symbol from a codeword. The function may be such
that the sum of the N modulation symbols in the set, in-
cluding the N-1 modulation symbols and the special re-
placement modulation, is equal to zero. The location,
e.g., OFDM symbol time interval index, of the special
modulation symbol in the sequence of N modulation sym-
bols as well as the location of each of the other N-1 mod-
ulation symbols in the sequence of N modulation symbols
of the dwell is known to the wireless terminal and base
station.
[0082] Figure 17 is a drawing 1700 illustrating exem-
plary uplink DC tone signals and exemplary noise com-
ponent calculations in accordance with the present in-
vention. First column 1702 identifies OFDM symbol time
interval in an exemplary dwell including 4 OFDM symbol
time intervals. Second column 1704 includes wireless
terminal baseband symbol values to be communicated.
Third column 1706 includes wireless terminal passband
transmitted symbol values. Fourth column 1708 includes
base station passband received symbol values. Fifth col-
umn 1710 includes base station received baseband sym-
bol values. Sixth column 1712 includes base station
baseband recovered symbol values 1712. First row 1714
includes information corresponding to OFDM symbol
time interval 1; second row 1716 includes information
corresponding to OFDM symbol time interval 2; third row
1718 includes information corresponding to OFDM sym-
bol time interval 3; fourth row 1720 includes information
corresponding to OFDM symbol time interval 4.
[0083] Consider column 1704, the wireless terminal
has mapped modulation symbol values (A, B, C), e.g.,
symbol values conveying data/information or reference
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symbol information, to be transmitted in symbol interval
times (1, 2, 3), respectively. Modulation symbols values
(A, B, C) may be include information that is part of a
codeword. The fourth time interval has been designated
the special time interval in the dwell to convey a special
modulation symbol which is a function of the other three
modulation symbol values (A, B, C). In some embodi-
ments, no modulation symbol including, e.g., codeword
information is mapped to be communicated during the
fourth symbol time interval. In some embodiments, a
modulation symbol including, e.g., codeword information
is mapped to be communicated during the fourth symbol
time interval, but is punctured by the special modulation
symbol value which is the function of the other three mod-
ulation symbol values. In this example, the function is the
negative of the summation of the other three values. The
special modulation symbol value D = - (A+B+C) and is
the baseband symbol value for the fourth symbol time
interval as shown in the entry for column 1704, row 1720.
[0084] Consider column 1706, the wireless terminal
passband transmitted symbol values are represented as
the wireless terminal baseband symbol values + X, where
X can represent the wireless terminal transmitter’s DC
tone noise characteristic error. The wireless terminal con-
verts the baseband signal to a passband signal. The
transmitter’s DC tone noise characteristic error is intro-
duced as part of the baseband to passband conversion
process in the WT. The uplink signals are transmitted
over the airlink and received by the base station. Channel
noise is introduced via the air link transmission. In Figure
17, the channel noise is represented as Y, the channel
noise may change from one OFDM symbol time interval
to another, e.g., due to changes in interference intro-
duced from other sources. In symbol time interval (1, 2,
3, 4), the channel noise is represented as (Y1, Y2, Y3,
Y4), respectively.
[0085] Column 1708 represents the passband re-
ceived symbol value at the base station. For example,
during symbol time interval 1, the received passband sig-
nal value is A + X + Y1 as shown in the entry for column
1708, row 1714. The base station converts the passband
signal to a baseband signal. It is assumed that the base
station introduces relatively little additive noise as a result
of its conversion from passband to baseband. Therefore,
the symbol values shown in column 1710, the baseband
received symbol values are the same as the passband
received symbol values of column 1708.
[0086] The base station measures the received sym-
bol values during the four symbol time intervals of the
dwell. The base station generates an intermediate noise
component value using a predetermined function. In this
example, the base station generates an intermediate
noise component value 1722 as the negative sum of the
received symbol values from the first three symbol time
intervals, Intermediate noise component value =
-((A+X+Y1) + (B+ X + Y2) + (C+X+Y3)), The base station
subtracts the intermediate noise component value from
the fourth received symbol value, the predetermined spe-

cial one of the four symbol values, and then scales the
result of the subtraction by a factor of � to produce a
calculated DC noise signal component value 1724, Cal-
culated DC noise signal component value = ((D+C+Y4)
- ( -((A+X+Y1) + (B+X+Y2) + (C+X+Y3))))/4. Box 1726
also represents the calculated DC noise signal compo-
nent value, but shows that since D = -(A+B+C), the cal-
culated DC noise value = X + (Y1+Y2+Y3+Y4)/4.
[0087] The base station recovers the symbol values
for the first three OFDM symbol time intervals, by sub-
tracting the calculated DC noise signal component value
from each of the received symbol values for the first three
OFDM symbol time intervals. Column 1712 includes the
base station recovered symbol values. For example, the
symbol value recovered during symbol interval 2=
(B+X+Y2)-(X+ (Y1+Y2+Y3+Y4)/4), as shown in the entry
of column 1712 row 1716. In accordance with the present
invention, the DC noise component, X, introduced during
the baseband to passband conversion in the wireless
terminal’s transmitter cancels out in the equation and has
been removed. In addition, if the channel characteristic
remains constant during the dwell, the channel contribu-
tion Y will also cancel out and be removed. If the channel
characteristics vary, an average amount of the channel
characteristic DC noise during the dwell is removed.
[0088] Figure 24 is a drawing 2400 illustrating anther
set of exemplary uplink DC tone signals and exemplary
noise component calculations in accordance with the
present invention. First column 2402 identifies OFDM
symbol time interval in an exemplary dwell including 4
OFDM symbol time intervals. Second column 2404 in-
cludes wireless terminal baseband symbol values to be
communicated. Third column 2406 includes wireless ter-
minal passband transmitted symbol values. Fourth col-
umn 2408 includes base station passband received sym-
bol values. Fifth column 2410 includes base station re-
ceived baseband symbol values. Sixth column 2412 in-
cludes base station baseband recovered symbol values
2412. First row 2414 includes information corresponding
to OFDM symbol time interval 1; second row 2416 in-
cludes information corresponding to OFDM symbol time
interval 2; third row 2418 includes information corre-
sponding to OFDM symbol time interval 3; fourth row
2420 includes information corresponding to OFDM sym-
bol time interval 4.
[0089] Consider column 2404, the wireless terminal
has mapped modulation symbol values (A, B, C), e.g.,
symbol values conveying data/information or reference
symbol information, to be transmitted in symbol interval
times (1, 2, 3), respectively. Modulation symbols values
(A, B, C) may be include information that is part of a
codeword. The fourth time interval has been designated
the special time interval in the dwell to convey a special
modulation symbol which is a function of the other three
modulation symbol values (A, B, C). In some embodi-
ments, no modulation symbol including, e.g., codeword
information is mapped to be communicated during the
fourth symbol time interval. In some embodiments, a

33 34 



EP 1 911 236 B1

19

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

modulation symbol including, e.g., codeword information
is mapped to be communicated during the fourth symbol
time interval, but is punctured by the special modulation
symbol value which is the function of the other three mod-
ulation symbol values. In this example, the function is the
negative of the summation of (i) twice the value of the
first modulation symbol, (ii) the value of the second mod-
ulation symbol, and (iii) the value of the third modulation
symbol. The special modulation symbol value D = -
(2A+B+C) and is the baseband symbol value for the
fourth symbol time interval as shown in the entry for col-
umn 2404, row 2420.
[0090] - Consider column 2406, the wireless terminal
passband transmitted symbol values are represented as
the wireless terminal baseband symbol values + X, where
X can represent the wireless terminal transmitter’s DC
tone noise characteristic error. The wireless terminal con-
verts the baseband signal to a passband signal. The
transmitter’s DC tone noise characteristic error is intro-
duced as part of the baseband to passband conversion
process in the WT. The uplink signals are transmitted
over the airlink and received by the base station. Channel
noise is introduced via the air link transmission. In Figure
24, the channel noise is represented as Y, the channel
noise may change from one OFDM symbol time interval
to another, e.g., due to changes in interference intro-
duced from other sources. In symbol time interval (1, 2,
3, 4), the channel noise is-represented as (Y1, Y2, Y3,
Y4), respectively.
[0091] Column 2408 represents the passband re-
ceived symbol value at the base station. For example,
during symbol time interval 1, the received passband sig-
nal value is A + X + Y1 as shown in the entry for column
2408, row 2414. The base station converts the passband
signal to a baseband signal. It is assumed that the base
station introduces relatively little additive noise as a result
of its conversion from passband to baseband. Therefore,
the symbol values shown in column 2410, the baseband
received symbol values are the same as the passband
received symbol values of column 2408.
[0092] The base station measures the received sym-
bol values during the four symbol time intervals of the
dwell. The base station generates an intermediate noise
component value using a predetermined function. In this
example, the base station generates an intermediate
noise component value 2422 as the negative sum of (i)
two times the received symbol value from the first symbol
time interval, (ii) the received symbol value from the sec-
ond symbol time interval, and (iii) the received symbol
value from the third symbol time interval; the Intermediate
noise component value = -(2(A+X+Y1) + (B+X+Y2) +
(C+X+Y3)). The base station subtracts the intermediate
noise component value from the fourth received symbol
value, me predetermined special one of the four symbol
values, and then scales the result of the subtraction by
a factor of 1/5 to produce a calculated DC noise signal
component value 2424, Calculated DC noise signal com-
ponent value = ((D+C+Y4) - (-((2A+2X+2Y1) + (B+X+Y2)

+ (C+X+Y3))))/5. Box 2426 also represents the calculated
DC noise signal component value, but shows that since
D = - (2A+B+C), the calculated DC noise value = X +
(2Y1+Y2+Y3+Y4)/5.
[0093] The base station recovers the symbol values
for the first three OFDM symbol time intervals, by sub-
tracting the calculated DC noise signal component value
from each of the received symbol values for the first three
OFDM symbol time intervals. Column 2412 includes the
base station recovered symbol values. For example, the
symbol value recovered during symbol interval 2 = (B +
X + Y2) - (X + (2Y1+Y2+Y3+Y4)/5), as shown in the entry
of column 1712 row 1716. In accordance with the present
invention, the DC noise component, X, introduced during
the baseband to passband conversion in the wireless
terminal’s transmitter cancels out in the equation and has
been removed. In addition, if the channel characteristic
remains constant during the dwell, the channel contribu-
tion Y will also cancel out and be removed. If the channel
characteristics vary, variation levels will be a factor in
determining the amount of channel noise removed.
[0094] Numerous variations of the function relating the
special modulation symbol of the dwell to the other mod-
ulation symbols are possible, in accordance with the in-
vention. Such exemplary functions may include scalers
and/or offsets. For example, an offset can be added to
generate the special modulation symbol and removed by
the base station during recovery processing. For exam-
ple, one exemplary function is D = - (A + B + C) + E,
where D is the value of the special modulation symbol to
be communicated during the fourth symbol time interval,
(A, B, C) are modulation symbols representing encoded
data to be communicated during the (1st, 2nd, 3rd) symbol
time intervals, and E is a reference offset value known
to both the wireless terminal and the base station.
[0095] Figure 18 is a flowchart 1800 of an exemplary
method of operating a base station in a frequency division
multiplexed system in accordance with the present in-
vention, wherein signals are transmitted by the base sta-
tion in a passband and are received and processed by a
wireless terminal to convert said passband signal to a
baseband signal, a DC tone existing in said baseband
and a corresponding tone existing in said passband, the
passband including additional tones in addition to said
corresponding tone. The base station may be the exem-
plary base station implemented in accordance with the
present invention, e.g., BS 200 of Figure 2. In some em-
bodiments, the exemplary system is an orthogonal fre-
quency division multiplexing (OFDM) system. In various
embodiments, there are at least 100 additional tones.
[0096] Operation starts in start step 1802, where the
base station is powered on and initialized. In some em-
bodiments, the base station is initialized to operate using
predefined downlink timing structure information. Oper-
ation proceeds from start step 1802 to step 1804, where
the base station is operated to transmit during a first pe-
riod of time data in said passband using said additional
tones without transmitting on said corresponding tone.
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Operation proceeds from step 1804 to step 1806. In step
1806, the base station is operated to transmit during a
second period of time data in said passband using both
said additional tones and said corresponding tone simul-
taneously. Operation proceeds from step 1806 to step
1804, where transmission during another first period of
time occurs.
[0097] In some embodiments, the first and second pe-
riods of time have a fixed timing relationship to one an-
other and recur on a periodic basis. In various embodi-
ments, the second period of time is at least 10 times
longer than the first period of time.
[0098] Figure 19 is a flowchart 1900 of an exemplary
method of operating a wireless terminal in accordance
with the present invention in a frequency division multi-
plexed system where signals are transmitted in a pass-
band by a base station and are received and processed
by a wireless terminal to convert said passband signal
to a baseband signal, a DC tone existing in said baseband
and a corresponding tone existing in said passband, the
passband including additional tones in addition to said
corresponding tone. The wireless terminal may be an
exemplary wireless terminal implemented in accordance
with the present invention, e.g., WT 300 of Figure 3. In
some embodiments, the exemplary system is an orthog-
onal frequency division multiplexing (OFDM) system. In
various embodiments, there are at least 100 additional
tones.
[0099] Operation starts in start step 1902, where the
wireless terminal is powered on and initialized. In some
embodiments, the wireless is initialized to operate using
predefined downlink timing structure information known
to the base station and wireless terminal, and the wireless
terminal may be operated to synchronize with the base
station downlink signaling timing. Operation proceeds
from start step 1902 to step 1904, where the wireless
terminal is operated to receive a passband signal, down-
link passband signal 1906. Operation proceeds from step
1904 to step 1908.
[0100] In step 1908, the wireless terminal checks as
to whether the time interval, corresponding to the re-
ceived signal of step 1904, is a DC tone noise measure-
ment period or a data period. If the time interval is a DC
tone noise measurement period, operation proceeds
from step 1908 to step 1910; however, if the time interval
is a data period, operation proceeds from step 1908 to
step 1922.
[0101] In step 1910, the wireless terminal is operated
to convert said received passband signal to baseband
signal, a DC tone existing in said baseband, the DC tone
corresponding to a corresponding tone in said passband
signal, the baseband signal including additional base-
band tones corresponding to additional passband tones.
Operation proceeds from step 1910 to steps 1912 and
step 1914. In step 1912, the wireless terminal is operated
to perform a signal measurement on said DC tone during
a DC tone measurement period to generate a DC noise
measurement value 1916. In step 1916, the wireless ter-

minal is operated to recover data during said DC noise
measurement period from said additional baseband
tones. Operation proceeds from step 1912 and 1914 to
step 1904, where the wireless terminal receives addition-
al passband signals. Operation also proceeds from step
1912 to step 1918, where the DC noise measurement
value 1916 is received. A number of DC noise measure-
ment values 1916 may be forwarded to step 1918 from
different DC noise measurement periods. In step 1918,
the wireless terminal is operated to average a plurality
of DC noise measurement values corresponding to dif-
ferent DC noise measurement periods to generate an
average DC noise measurement value 1920. In some
embodiments, different techniques, such as, e.g., filter-
ing, weighted averaging, etc. may be employed in place
of the averaging of step 1918 to generate a DC noise
measurement correction value in place of average DC
noise measurement value 1920.
[0102] Returning to step 1908, assume that the time
interval corresponding to received passband signal of
step 1904 is a data period, then operation proceeds to
step 1922. In step 1922, the wireless terminal is operated
to convert said received passband signal to baseband
including simultaneously received data on said DC tone
and said additional tones. Operation proceeds from step
1922 to step 1924 and step 1926.
[0103] In step 1924, the wireless terminal is operated
to recover data transmitted on said DC tone. Step 1924
includes sub-step 1928 and sub-step 1930. In sub-step
1928, the wireless terminal is operated to subtract the
average DC noise measurement value 1920 from said
DC tone. Operation proceeds from step 1928 to step
1930. In step 1930, the wireless terminal is operated to
determine from the result of the subtraction a transmitted
symbol value. Data may be recovered from the deter-
mined transmitted symbol value.
[0104] In step 1926, the wireless terminal is operated
to recover data from said additional baseband tones. Op-
eration proceeds from steps 1924 and 1926 to step 1904,
where the wireless terminal receives additional pass-
band signals.
[0105] In some embodiments, during said noise meas-
urement period, the corresponding tone does not carry
any transmitted power. In various embodiments, the data
period is at least 10 times longer than said DC tone noise
measurement period and at least 10 symbols are recov-
ered during said data period on said DC tone.
[0106] Figure 20 is a flowchart 2000 of an exemplary
method of operating a wireless terminal in accordance
with the present invention to transmit data to a base sta-
tion during a period of time wherein the wireless terminal
uses a corresponding passband tone which corresponds
to a DC baseband tone, said period of time including N
symbol transmission time periods. The wireless terminal
may be an exemplary wireless terminal implemented in
accordance with the present invention, e.g., WT 300 of
Figure 3. In some embodiments, the wireless terminal is
part on an exemplary frequency division multiplexing sys-
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tem, e.g., an orthogonal frequency division multiplexing
(OFDM) system. In various embodiments, there are at
least 100 additional passband tones used in the system
for uplink signaling in addition to the corresponding pass-
band tone which corresponds to the DC baseband tone.
[0107] Operation starts in start step 2002, where the
wireless terminal is powered on, initialized, and has de-
termined that the wireless terminal should use the cor-
responding passband tone which corresponds to the DC
baseband tone for a time period including N symbol trans-
mission time periods. In some embodiments, the wireless
is initialized to operate using predefined uplink timing
structure information known to the base station and wire-
less terminal, and the wireless terminal may be operated
to synchronize with the base station with respect to uplink
signaling timing. In some embodiments, a set of tones is
allocated to the wireless terminal by the base station for
uplink signaling during a given period of time as a function
of the uplink scheduling information, said set of allocated
tones may include the passband tone which corresponds
to the baseband DC tone. Assuming the passband tone
corresponding to the baseband tone for uplink signaling
has been allocated to the wireless terminal, operation
proceeds from step 2002 to step 2004.
[0108] In step 2004, the wireless terminal’s uplink DC
tone module is operated to receive an ordered set of N-
1 symbol values to be transmitted during the N symbol
transmission time period using the corresponding pass-
band tone which corresponds to the DC baseband tone.
Operation proceeds from step 2004 to 2006, where the
wireless terminal is operated calculate a symbol value
which is a function of the N-1 symbol values. For exam-
ple, the symbol value which is a function of the N-1 symbol
values may be a function such that the negative sum of
the N symbol values equals zero. Operation proceeds
from step 2006 to step 2008.
[0109] In step 2008, the wireless terminal is operated
to determine if the current symbol transmission time in-
terval within the set ofN symbol transmission time inter-
vals is the designated interval for transmission of the sym-
bol value which is a function of the other N-1 symbol
values. Timing structure information, known to both the
wireless terminal and the base station, can be used by
the wireless terminal in performing the determination of
step 2008. For example, in some embodiments, the spe-
cial symbol value which is a function of the other N-1
symbol values is transmitted in a fixed predetermined
location within the set ofN transmission time intervals,
e.g., the Nth location. If the current symbol transmission
time interval is the designated interval for transmission
of the special symbol value which is a function of the N-
1 symbol values, then operation proceeds to step 2010;
otherwise operation proceeds to step 2012.
[0110] In step 2010, the wireless terminal is operated
to transmit the symbol value which is a function of the N-
1 symbol values transmitted during the remaining N-1
symbol transmission time periods of the N symbol trans-
mission time interval. In step 2012, the wireless terminal

is operated to transmit the next symbol value of the or-
dered set of N-1 symbol values. Operation proceeds from
either step 2010 or step 2012 to step 2014. In step 2014,
the wireless terminal is operated to check if the N symbol
values designated for transmission on the corresponding
passband tone corresponding to the DC baseband tone
have been transmitted. If the N symbol values have been
transmitted, then the period of time including the N sym-
bol time periods has completed and operation goes to
step 2004, where the wireless terminal waits to be allo-
cated the corresponding tone corresponding to the DC
baseband tone for another period of time including an-
other N symbol transmission time periods and waits to
receive another ordered set of N-1 symbol values to be
transmitted using said corresponding tone. If the N sym-
bol values have not been transmitted, then the time pe-
riod including the N symbol time periods has not com-
pleted, and the wireless terminal moves to the next sym-
bol transmission time interval in the set of N symbol trans-
mission time intervals and proceeds to step 2008, where
the wireless terminal checks if the current symbol trans-
mission time interval is the designated interval for trans-
mission of the symbol value which is a function of the
other N-1 symbol values.
[0111] Figure 21 is a flowchart 2100 of an exemplary
method of operating a base station to receive a sequence
ofN symbols values from the same wireless terminal on
an uplink passband tone corresponding to an uplink
baseband DC tone in accordance with the present inven-
tion. The base station may be the exemplary base station
implemented in accordance with the present invention,
e.g., BS 200 of Figure 2. In some embodiments, the ex-
emplary system is a frequency division multiplexing sys-
tem, e.g., an orthogonal frequency division multiplexing
(OFDM) system. In various embodiments, there are at
least 100 additional uplink tones used the system in ad-
dition to the uplink DC tone. Operation starts in start step
2102, where the base station is powered on and initial-
ized. The base station may be initialized to operate using
predetermined timing structure information, may accept
registration signals from wireless terminals, and may al-
locate resources to the wireless terminals. Operation pro-
ceeds from start step 2102 to step 2104.
[0112] In step 2104, the base station is operated to
receive each of N symbol values on a corresponding
passband tone which corresponds to a baseband DC
tone, one of the N symbol values being received during
each one of N symbol transmission time periods, a pre-
determined one of the N symbol values occurring in a
predetermined location in said sequence of N symbol
values, the predetermined one of the N symbol values
communicating a DC noise value, the remaining N-1 re-
ceived symbol values communicating information val-
ues. The wireless terminal transmitting the uplink signals
also knows and uses the predetermined location infor-
mation relating to the sequence ofN symbols. The N re-
ceived symbol values having been transmitted by the
same wireless terminal. In some embodiments, the re-
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ceived N symbol transmissions time periods are contig-
uous and correspond to a dwell. Operation proceeds from
step 2104 to step 2106.
[0113] In step 2106, the base station is operated to
generate an intermediate noise component value from
the set of N-1 received symbol values associated with
communicated information values and a predetermined
function. In some embodiments, the predetermined func-
tion is the negative of the sum of the N-1 received symbol
values. Operation proceeds from step 2106 to step 2108.
[0114] In step 2108, the base station is operated to
calculate a DC signal noise component value from the
set ofN received symbol values. Step 2108 includes sub-
step 2110 and sub-step 2112. In sub-step 2110, the base
station is operated to subtract the intermediate noise
component value from the predetermined one of the re-
ceived N symbol values which communicates the DC
noise value. In step 2112, the base station is operated
to scale the result of the subtraction of sub-step 2110 to
produce said calculated DC noise value. In some em-
bodiments, the step of scaling includes diving the result
of said subtraction by a predetermined fixed value, e.g.
the value of N. Operation proceeds from step 2108 to
step 2114.
[0115] In step 2114, the base station is operated to
recover N-1 symbol values by subtracting the DC noise
component value from each of the N-1 received symbol
values. Operation proceeds from step 2114 to step 2104,
where the base station receives another set of N symbol
values on the passband tone corresponding the the base-
band DC tone. In various embodiments, different wireless
terminals are assigned to use the uplink passband tone
corresponding to the uplink baseband DC tone at differ-
ent times, e.g., different dwells.
[0116] In some embodiments, the N symbol time pe-
riods are contiguous time periods and the DC tone is
used by a different wireless terminal in the immediate
subsequent set ofN symbol transmission time periods for
at least some subsequent sets of N symbol transmission
time periods. For example, in various embodiments, base
station segment allocation determines which wireless
terminal is allocated the DC tone for a contiguous set ofN
symbol time periods. In some embodiments, the uplink
DC tone may be allocated for a contiguous set ofN symbol
time periods to different WTs, e.g., on an alternating ba-
sis.
[0117] In some embodiments, the use of the uplink
passband tone corresponding to the uplink baseband DC
tone may be interwoven between two or more wireless
terminals. In such an embodiment, the base station may
operate two or more implementations, e.g., in parallel, of
steps (2104, 2106, 2108, 2114). Each implementation
may correspond to a different wireless terminal using the
uplink baseband DC for a sequence of N transmitted sym-
bols, where the time interval associated with the se-
quence of the N transmitted symbols for one WT over-
laps, e.g., partially, with the time sequence associated
with the sequence of N transmitted symbols associated

with a different WT.
[0118] Figure 22 is a flowchart 2200 of an exemplary
method of operating a wireless terminal to transmit at
least a portion of a codeword over a period of time in-
cluding at least one tone allocation time period, said tone
allocation time period including N symbol transmission
time periods, said wireless terminal being allocated at
least a set of tones which is the same in each of said N
symbol transmission time periods in said tone allocation
time period, said set of tones including at least a DC tone.
The wireless terminal may be an exemplary wireless ter-
minal implemented in accordance with the present inven-
tion, e.g., WT 300 of Figure 3. In some embodiments,
the wireless terminal is one of a plurality of wireless ter-
minals in a frequency division multiplexing system, e.g.,
an orthogonal frequency division multiplexing (OFDM)
system, in which the wireless terminals transmit uplink
signals to a base station. In various embodiments, the
set of tones allocated to one wireless terminal for one
tone allocation period is a subset of a set of uplink tones
used in the system, said uplink system set including at
least 100 additional tones in addition to the DC tone.
[0119] Operation starts in start step 2202, where the
wireless terminal is powered on and initialized. In some
embodiments, the wireless is initialized to operate using
predefined uplink timing structure information known to
the base station and wireless terminal, and the wireless
terminal may be operated to synchronize with the base
station regarding uplink signaling timing. In some em-
bodiments, the set of allocated tones is allocated to the
wireless terminal by the base station as a function of the
uplink scheduling information. Operation proceeds from
start step 2202 to step 2204.
[0120] In step 2204 the wireless terminal is operated
to allocate N-1 different sets of codeword bits from said
portion of a codeword to be transmitted during each one
of N-1 symbol transmission time periods using the DC
tone. Operation proceeds from step 2204 to step 2206.
During tone allocations periods, where the set of allocat-
ed tones to the wireless terminal includes M additional
non-DC tones in addition to the DC tone, operation also
proceeds from start step 2202 to step 2214.
[0121] In step 2206, the wireless terminal is operated
to generate N-1 symbol values to be transmitted, each
of the N-1 symbol values to be transmitted being gener-
ated from a corresponding one of the N sets of codeword
bits. Operation proceeds from step 2206 to step 2208.
In step 2208, the wireless terminal is operated to gener-
ate an Nth symbol value to be transmitted, the generation
being performed in a predetermined manner as a function
of said N-1 symbols to be transmitted. In some embodi-
ments, the generated N symbol values to be transmitted
sums to zero. Operation proceeds from step 2208 to step
2210.
[0122] In step 2210, the wireless terminal is operated
to transmit each of the N-1 symbol values and the Nth
symbol value using the DC tone during a different one of
said N symbol transmission time periods. In some em-
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bodiments, the Nth symbol value is transmitted in a pre-
determined one of the N symbol transmission time peri-
ods using said DC tone. For the example, the Nth symbol
value can be transmitted in the last symbol transmission
time period of the set of N symbol transmission time pe-
riods, and that predetermined location is known to the
wireless terminal and base station. Operation proceeds
from step 2210 to step 2212.
[0123] Returning to step 2214, in step 2214 the wire-
less terminal is operated to allocate N additional different
sets of codeword bits from said portion of a codeword to
be transmitted during each one of the N symbol trans-
mission time periods using one of the M non-DC allocated
tones from the set of allocated tones. Operation proceeds
from step 2214 to step 2216.
[0124] In step 2216, the wireless terminal is operated
to generate N additional symbol values to be transmitted,
each of the N additional symbol values to be transmitted
being generated from a corresponding one of the N ad-
ditional different sets of codeword bits. Operation pro-
ceeds from step 2216 to step 2218.
[0125] In step 2218, the wireless terminal is operated
to transmit each of the N additional symbol values using
the one of the M non-DC allocated tones during a different
one of said N symbol transmission time periods. The op-
erations of step 2218, when performed, are performed
in parallel to the operations of step 2210. Operations pro-
ceed from step 2218 to step 2212.
[0126] If the set of allocated tones includes more than
one non-DC tone to use for uplink transmission, multiple
flows of steps (2214, 2216, 2218) may be performed,
e.g., one for each of the allocated non-DC tones.
[0127] In step 2212 the wireless terminal checks if it
has been allocated the DC tone to use during another
tone allocation time period, e.g., the subsequent tone
allocation period immediately following said tone alloca-
tion period. If the wireless terminal has been allocated
the DC tone for another tone allocation time period, op-
eration proceeds to steps 2204 and, if a non DC tone has
also been allocated, to step 2214. However, if the wire-
less terminal has not been allocated to use the DC tone
for uplink signaling during the another tone allocation pe-
riod under consideration, then operation proceeds to step
2220, where the wireless terminal is operated to perform
processing excluding special uplink DC tone treatment.
For example, if the wireless terminal is allocated to use
a set of tones for uplink signaling which excludes the DC
tone for the tone allocation period under consideration,
then operations similar to step 2214, 2216, 2218 may be
performed.
[0128] Figure 25 is a drawing 2500 illustrating an ex-
emplary base station 2502 and exemplary wireless ter-
minals (2524, 2526, 2528), implemented in accordance
with the present invention. Exemplary base station 2502
is a base station which uses three tone blocks in the same
sector, e.g., each tone block corresponding to a point of
network attachment. For each point of network attach-
ment a plurality of active wireless terminal users may be

maintained and serviced. Base station 2502 is, e.g., a
base station supporting 3 sectors, with each sector sup-
porting 3 points of network attachment corresponding to
3 tone blocks. Base station 2504 includes a base station
sector module 2504 for each sector supported by the
base station. Base station sector module 2504 includes
a downlink timing sequence module 2506, a control mod-
ule for tones corresponding to WT baseband DC tones
2508, a 3 tone block wide baseband OFDM symbol gen-
eration module 2510, a baseband to passpand conver-
sion module and output transmitter stage 2512, and a
transmitter antenna 2514. The downlink timing sequence
module 2506 signals the control module 2508 and/or the
symbol generation module 2510 as to the current timing
in a downlink timing and frequency structure being main-
tained by the base station, e.g., which recurs periodically.
Control module 2508 includes DC tone control informa-
tion 2516. The DC tone control information 2516 identi-
fies which tones and at what point in the downlink timing
structure no transmission should occur on each of those
tones. The tones identified will correspond to baseband
DC tones from the perspective of a WT receiver, tuned
to receive a single tone block, e.g., tone block A, tone
block B, or tone block C. In some embodiments, each of
the tones identified will be controlled to suspend trans-
mission at the same time. In some other embodiments,
identified tones from different tone blocks will be control-
led to suspend transmission at different points in time.
Control signals from module 2508 are input to baseband
OFDM symbol generation module 2510.
[0129] The baseband symbol generation module 2510
generates baseband OFDM symbol signals 2518, each
OFDM symbol signal including a 3 tone block wide fre-
quency width, e.g., 339 contiguous baseband tones. The
control information from module 2508 is used by symbol
generation module to zero the power level associated
with specific tones at specific times in the downlink timing
structure, thus providing the opportunity for a wireless
terminal receiver to measure self-noise corresponding to
the DC tone. The basesband OFDM symbol signals 2518
output from module 2510 are input to baseband/pass-
band conversion module and output transmitter output
stage 2512. Module 2512 mixes the baseband signal with
the downlink carrier frequency fDLC 2520 and amplifies
the signal which it transmits via antenna 2514 as pass-
band signal 2522, the passeband signal including 339
tones corresponding to the 339 baseband tones.
[0130] WT 1 2524 is tuned to fA to receive a first portion
of passband signal 2522 including 113 tones of tone block
A. WT 2 2526 is tuned to fB to receive a second portion
of passband signal 2522 including 113 tones of tone block
B. Wireless terminal 3 2528 is tuned to fc to receive a
third portion of passband signal 2522 including 113 tones
of tone block C. From each WT’s perspective, its base-
band DC tone has been periodically controlled not to be
transmitted on, thus allowing the WT to perform a cali-
bration of the noise level corresponding to its DC tone,
and rendering the DC tone to be useful for communicating
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downlink signals. This approach, in accordance with the
present invention, increases capacity of the downlink.
This approach is in contrast to known implementations
where the tone corresponding to the WT’s downlink DC
tone is not used to communicate information or where
the information communicated on the tone correspond-
ing to the WT’s downlink DC tone is typically ignored due
the uncertainties associated with the noise.
[0131] Figures 26-31 are to be considered in view of
the exemplary embodiment illustrated in Figure 25. Fig-
ure 26 includes a drawing 2600 illustrating a downlink
tone set in the baseband for an exemplary basestation
sector transmitter 2602. The tone block 2602 includes
tone block A 2604, tone block B 2606, and tone block C
2608. Each tone block (2604, 2606, 2608) includes 113
tones. From the base station’s perspective the downlink
DC tone in its baseband is tone 2610 (tone block B tone
56). However, it is anticipated that a wireless terminal
receiver will typically be processing a single tone block;
therefore, in accordance with the invention, special treat-
ment is also applied to the center tone in each of the
other tone blocks, tone 2612 (tone block A tone 56) and
tone 2614 (tone block C 2614). The special treatment
applied to tones 2610, 2612, and 2614, is, e.g., the sus-
pension of transmission on those tones at periodic time
intervals within the downlink timing structure. Figure 26
also includes a drawing 2650 illustrating a downlink tone
set in the passband for the base station sector transmitter
2652. The tone set 2652 includes a tone block A 2654,
a tone block B 2656, and a tone block C 2658. The down-
link tone in the passband corresponding to the baseband
DC tone 2610 for the base station sector transmitter is
tone 2660 situated at the downlink carrier frequency fCDL
2661. Downlink carrier frequency fCDL 2661 also corre-
sponds to the carrier frequency fB to which a WT, e.g.,
WT 2 2526, would tune to receive the portion of the down-
link passband signal including tone block B passband
tones. The downlink tone in the passband corresponding
to the baseband tone 2612 for the base station sector
transmitter is tone 2662 situated at the downlink carrier
frequency fA 2663. Downlink carrier frequency fA 2663
also corresponds to the carrier frequency to which a WT,
e.g., WT 1 2524, would tune to receive the portion of the
downlink passband signal including tone block A pass-
band tones. The downlink tone in the passband corre-
sponding to the baseband tone 2614 for the base station
sector transmitter is tone 2664 situated at the downlink
carrier frequency fC 2665. Downlink carrier frequency fC
2665 corresponds to the carrier frequency to which a WT,
e.g., WT 3 2528, would tune to receive the portion of the
downlink passband signal including tone block C pass-
band tones.
[0132] Figure 27 includes a drawing 2700 including a
tone block A downlink tone set 2702 in the passband for
WT1 receiver. Tone block 2702 includes a downlink tone
2704 in the passband corresponding to the baseband
DC tone 2754 for WT1 receiver. Figure 27 also includes
a drawing 2750 including a tone block A downlink tone

set 2752 in the baseband for WT1 receiver. Tone block
2752 includes a downlink DC tone 2754 in the baseband
for WT1 receiver.
[0133] Figure 28 includes a drawing 2800 including a
tone block B downlink tone set 2802 in the passband for
WT2 receiver. Tone block 2802 includes .a downlink tone
2804 in the passband corresponding to the baseband
DC tone 2854 for WT2 receiver. Figure 28 also includes
a drawing 2850 including a tone block B downlink tone
set 2852 in the baseband for WT2 receiver. Tone block
2852 includes a downlink DC tone 2854 in the baseband
for WT2 receiver.
[0134] Figure 29 includes a drawing 2900 including a
tone block C downlink tone set 2902 in the passband for
WT3 receiver. Tone block 2902 includes a downlink tone
2904 in the passband corresponding to the baseband
DC tone 2954 for WT3 receiver. Figure 29 also includes
a drawing 2950 including a tone block C downlink tone
set 2952 in the baseband for WT3 receiver. Tone block
2952 includes a downlink DC tone 2954 in the baseband
for WT3 receiver.
[0135] Figure 30 is a drawing illustrating an exemplary
OFDM downlink time frequency grid 3000 which illus-
trates an example of the suspension of base station sec-
tor transmitter signaling on the downlink tones corre-
sponding to DC tones in wireless terminal receivers re-
covering a tone block in accordance with the present in-
vention. Grid 3000 is a plot of downlink frequencies (tone
index) on vertical axis 3002 vs time (OFDM symbol index)
on horizontal axis 3004. A basic unit of the grid 3000 is
an OFDM tone-symbol shown as a square and repre-
senting one tone for the duration of one OFDM symbol
transmission time interval. Legend 3054 is used to indi-
cate the status of tone-symbols in grid 3000. A tone-sym-
bol of type 3056 shown as a square with cross hatch
shading indicates that the tone-symbol potentially con-
veys a modulation symbol. A tone symbol of type 3058
shown as a square with no shading indicates that the
tone-symbol does not transmit any signal, in accordance
with a feature of the present invention. Vertical axis 3002
illustrates that the downlink including 339 tones (tone 0
3006, tone 1 3008, ..., tone 55 3010, tone 56 3012, tone
57 3014, ..., tone 111 3016, tone 112 3018, tone 113
3020, tone 114 3022, ... tone 168 3024, tone 169 3026, ...
tone 170 3028, ..., tone 224 3030, tone 225 3032, tone
226 3034, tone 227 3036, ..., tone 281 3038, tone 282
3040, tone 283 3042, ... , tone 337 3044, tone 338 3046)
is divided into three tone blocks (tone block A 3001, tone
block B 3003, and tone block C 3005). Each tone block
(3001, 3003, 3005) includes 113 contiguous tones. In
this exemplary embodiment the downlink DC tone from
the perspective of the base station sector transmitter is
tone 169 3026, the center tone. However, from the per-
spective of a wireless terminal which may be tuned to
receive a single tone block, the tone corresponding to
the WT’s downlink DC tone may be tone 56 3012, tone
169 3026, or tone 282 3040, depending upon the tuning
of the WT receiver at a particular time.
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[0136] In this exemplary embodiment, during OFDM
time interval 1 3048, OFDM time interval 12 3050, and
OFDM time interval 23 3052, the tone-symbol associated
with tone 56 3012, tone 169 3026, and tone 282 3040
does convey a transmit signal from the base station sec-
tor transmitter. Horizontal axis 3004 illustrates exemplary
successive OFDM symbol transmission time intervals.
In grid 3000, each of the tone symbols corresponding to
(tone 0 3006 through tone 55 3010) and (tone 57 3014
through tone 168 3024) and (tone 170 3028 through 281
3038) and (tone 283 3042 through tone 338 3046) can
potentially convey a modulation symbol. However, tones
56 3012, tone 169 3026, and tone 282 3040 receive spe-
cial treatment in accordance with the present invention.
During most of the time tone 56 3012, tone 169 3026,
and tone 282 3040 can potentially convey a modulation
symbol; however, occasionally, tone 56 3012, tone 169
3026, and tone 282 3040 do not transmit any signal as
illustrated in OFDM time intervals 1 3048, 12 3050, and
23 3052. From a WT’s DC tone perspective, intervals
3048, 3050, and 3052 can be considered DC noise meas-
urement intervals (3060, 3062, 3064), while intervals
(3066, 3068) corresponding to OFDM symbol transmis-
sion time intervals (2-11, 13-22) can be considered a
data period. Ten modulation symbols can be recovered
by a wireless terminal on the downlink DC tone corre-
sponding to data period 3062, one recovered modulation
symbol corresponding to each OFDM symbol index (2..
11) time interval. The data period, e.g., interval 3066, of
the example of Figure 30 is 10 times longer than the DC
tone noise measurement period, e.g., interval 3060.
[0137] Figure 31 is a drawing illustrating an exemplary
OFDM downlink time frequency grid 3100 which illus-
trates an example of the suspension of base station sec-
tor transmitter signaling on the downlink tones corre-
sponding to DC tones in wireless terminal receivers re-
covering a tone block in accordance with the present in-
vention. Grid 3100 is a plot of downlink frequencies (tone
index) on vertical axis 3102 vs time (OFDM symbol index)
on horizontal axis 3104. A basic unit of the grid 3100 is
an OFDM tone-symbol shown as a square and repre-
senting one tone for the duration of one OFDM symbol
transmission time interval. Legend 3166 is used to indi-
cate the status of tone-symbols in grid 3100. A tone-sym-
bol of type 3168 shown as a square with cross hatch
shading indicates that the tone-symbol potentially con-
veys a modulation symbol. A tone symbol of type 3170
shown as a square with no shading indicates that the
tone-symbol does not transmit any signal, in accordance
with a feature of the present invention. Vertical axis 3102
illustrates that the downlink including 339 tones (tone 0
3106, tone 13108, ..., tone 55 3110, tone 56 3112; tone
57 3114, ..., tone 111 3116, tone 112 3118, tone 113
3120, tone 114 3122, ... tone 168 3124, fone 169 3126, ...
tone 170 3128, ..., tone 224 3130, tone 225 3132, tone
226 3134, tone 227 3136, ..., tone 281 3138, tone 282
3140, tone 283 3142, ... , tone 337 3144, tone 338 3146)
is divided into three tone blocks (tone block A 3101, tone

block B 3103, and tone block C 3105). Each tone block
(3101, 3103, 3105) includes 113 contiguous tones. In
this exemplary embodiment the downlink DC tone from
the perspective of the base station sector transmitter is
tone 169 3126, the center tone. However, from the per-
spective of a wireless terminal which may be tuned to
receive a single tone block, the tone corresponding to
the WT’s downlink DC tone may be tone 56 3112, tone
169 3126, or tone 282 3140, depending upon the tuning
of the WT receiver at a particular time. -
[0138] In this exemplary embodiment, during OFDM
time interval 1 3148, OFDM time interval 12 3150, and
OFDM time interval 23 3152, the tone-symbol associated
with tone 56 3112, tone 169 3126, and tone 282 3140
does convey a transmit signal from the base station sec-
tor transmitter. Horizontal axis 3104 illustrates exemplary
successive OFDM symbol transmission time intervals.
In grid 3100, each of the tone symbols corresponding to
(tone 0 3106 through tone 55 3110) and (tone 57 3114
through tone 168 3124) and (tone 170 3128 through 281
3138) and (tone 283 3142 through tone 338 3146) can
potentially convey a modulation symbol. However, tones
56 3112, tone 169 3126, and tone 282 3140 receive spe-
cial treatment in accordance with the present invention.
During most of the time tone 56 3112, tone 169 3126,
and tone 282 3140 can potentially convey a modulation
symbol; however, occasionally, tone 56 3112, tone 169
3126, and tone 282 3140 do not transmit any signal as
illustrated in: OFDM time intervals (0 3148, 11 3154, 11
3160) for tone 56 3112, OFDM time intervals (1 3150, 12
3156, 23 3162) for tone 169 3126, and OFDM time inter-
vals (2 3152, 13 3158, 24 3164) for tone 282. In this
exemplary embodiment each tone block has different
time intervals associated with the suspension of trans-
mitted signal on a tone corresponding to a DC tone in
the WT receiving the tone block. With regard to tone block
A 3101 time intervals 3172, 3174, and 3176 are associ-
ated with the null on tone 56 to accommodate DC tone
noise measurement, while intervals 3178 and 3180 are
associated with data on tone 56. With regard to tone block
B 3103 time intervals 3182, 3184, and 3186 are associ-
ated with the null on tone 169 to accommodate DC tone
noise measurement, while intervals 3188 and 3190 are
associated with data on tone 169. With regard to tone
block C 3105 time intervals 3192, 3194, and 3196 are
associated with the null on tone 169 to accommodate DC
tone noise measurement, while intervals 3198 and 3199
are associated with data on tone 169.
[0139] Figure 32 is a drawing of an exemplary base
station 3200 implemented in accordance with the present
invention and using methods of the present invention.
Exemplary base station 3200 is a base station in a fre-
quency division multiplexing system, e.g., an OFDM sys-
tem, where signals are transmitted in the passband by a
base station and are received and processed by a wire-
less terminal to convert the passband signal to a base-
band signal, a DC tone existing in the baseband and a
corresponding tone existing in the passband, the pass-
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band including additional tones in addition to the corre-
sponding tone.
[0140] Exemplary base station 3200 includes a receiv-
er 3202, a transmitter 3204, a processor 3206, an I/O
interface 3208 and a memory 3210 coupled together via
a bus 3212 over which the various elements can ex-
change data and information. Receiver 3202 is coupled
to receive antenna 3203, via which the base station 3200
can receive uplink signals, e.g., from a plurality of wire-
less terminals. Receiver 3202.includes a decoder 3214
for decoding received uplink signals.
[0141] Transmitter 3204 is coupled to a transmit an-
tenna 3205 through which the base station 3200 trans-
mits downlink signals, e.g., to a plurality of wireless ter-
minals using the base station as their point of network
attachment. Transmitter 3204 transmits signals on the
corresponding tone and the additional tones. Transmitter
3204, e.g., an OFDM transmitter, includes an encoder
3216 for encoding data/information prior to transmission,
e.g., block encoding information bits to be communicated
in a downlink traffic channel segment. Memory 3210 in-
cludes routines 3218 and data/information 3220. The
processor 3206, e.g., a CPU, executes the routines 3218
and uses the data/information 3220 in memory 3210 to
control the operation of the base station 3200 and imple-
ment the methods of the present invention. I/O interface
3208 couples the base station 3200 to other network
node, e.g., other base stations, AAA nodes, routers,
home agent nodes, etc. and/or the Internet.
[0142] Routines 3218 include communications rou-
tines 3222 and base station control routine 3224. The
communications routine 3322 performs various commu-
nications operations and implements various communi-
cations protocols used by the base station. Base station
control routine 3224 includes a transmission control mod-
ule with DC tone null control capability 3226, a receiver
control module 3228 and an I/O interface control module
3230. The transmission control module 3226 controls the
base station transmitter 3204 to transmit signals into the
passband using the additional tones without transmitting
on the corresponding tone during a first period of time
and controls the transmitter 3204 to simultaneously
transmit during a second period of time in said passband
using both the additional tones and the corresponding
tone. In various embodiments, the first and second peri-
ods of time have a fixed timing relationship to one another
and recur on a repeating basis. The receiver control mod-
ule 3228 controls operations of receiver 3202, while I/O
interface control module 3230 controls operations of I/O
interface 3208.
[0143] Data/information 3220 includes wireless termi-
nal data/information 3232, system data/information
3234, and downlink signal information 3236. WT data/
information 3232 includes a plurality of sets of WT infor-
mation (WT 1 data/information 3238, WT N data/infor-
mation 3240) corresponding to WTs, e.g., corresponding
to WTs that a currently using BS 3200 as their point of
network attachment. WT 1 data information 3238 in-

cludes user data 3242, WT identification information
3244, and device/session/resource information 3246.
User data 3242 includes, e.g., data/information repre-
senting voice, audio, video, text, files, etc. corresponding
to data being communicated between WT 1 and another
WT in a communications session with WT 1. WT ID in-
formation 3244 includes, e.g., a base station assigned
identifier or identifiers, e.g., an active user identifier. De-
vice/session/resource information 3246 includes, e.g.,
information associate with WT1, information associated
with a peer node in a communications session with WT1
such as an address, session information, routing infor-
mation, air link resource information such as uplink
and/or downlink traffic channel segments assigned to
WT1.
[0144] System data/information 3234 includes stored
information 3235. The stored information 3235 includes
downlink timing structure information including tone null
timing information 3248 and downlink tone information
including DC tone related information 3250. The downlink
timing structure information 3248 indicates the relation-
ship of the first and second periods of time, e.g., times
during which the a null occurs on the corresponding tone
in the passband, the corresponding tone corresponding
to the DC tone in the baseband, and the second period
of time wherein the corresponding tone is not controlled
to be nulled. Timing structure information 3248 identifies,
in some embodiments, a fixed timing relationship be-
tween first and second timing periods with respect to one
another, and information identifying the recurrences of
such time periods in a downlink timing structure which
repeats. In various embodiments, the first and second
periods of time repeat on a predetermined basis, and the
second period of time is at least ten times longer than
the first period of time. It is important that the ratio, spac-
ing, and/or duration of first and second time periods be
carefully selected. Improved throughput can be achieved
by minimizing average first time period time, an overhead
period with respect to the corresponding tone being in-
tentionally nulled to allow for WT calibration measure-
ments, and maximizing the average second time period
time, a modulation symbol payload signaling interval with
respect to the corresponding tone. However, it should be
noted that first and second time interval time timing in-
formation is selected, e.g., in establishing a downlink tim-
ing structure, such as to be expected to achieve usable
results on the corresponding tone when not being nulled,
e.g., taking into account the benefit achieved by the WT
measurements and adjustments to the corresponding
tone. Downlink tone information 3250 identifies the cor-
responding tone in the passband. In some embodiments,
the corresponding tone is a center tone in a downlink
tone block including the additional tones and the corre-
sponding tones. In various embodiments, the transmitter
3204 transmits at least 100 additional tones in parallel
with the corresponding tone during the second period of
time. For example, in some systems, an exemplary
downlink OFDM tone block in a passband comprises 113
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tones which are identified in downlink tone information
3250.
[0145] Data/information 3220 also includes downlink
signal information 3236, e.g., information relating to
baseband downlink signals and information relating to
passband downlink signals. Downlink signal information
3236, in some embodiments, includes intermediate in-
formation being used and/or generated by transmitter
3204 pertaining to generated and/or transmitted down-
link signals.
[0146] Figure 33 is a drawing of an exemplary base
station 3300 implemented in accordance with the present
invention and using methods of the present invention.
Exemplary base station 3300 is a base station in an or-
thogonal frequency division multiplexing system (OFDM)
system wherein OFDM symbols including a plurality of
tones are transmitted in the passband by a base station,
each OFDM symbol being transmitted as a passband
signal, said passband signal including multiple tone
blocks.
[0147] Exemplary base station 3300 includes a receiv-
er 3202, a transmitter 3304, a processor 3306, an I/O
interface 3308 and a memory 3310 coupled together via
a bus 3312 over which the various elements can ex-
change data and information. Receiver 3302 is coupled
to receive antenna 3303, via which the base station 3300
can receive uplink signals, e.g., from a plurality of wire-
less terminals. Receiver 3302 includes a decoder 3314
for decoding received uplink signals.
[0148] Transmitter 3304 is coupled to a transmit an-
tenna 3305 through which the base station 3300 trans-
mits downlink signals, e.g., to a plurality of wireless ter-
minals using the base station as their point of network
attachment. Transmitter 3304, e.g., an OFDM transmit-
ter, includes an encoder 3216 for encoding data/informa-
tion prior to transmission, e.g., block encoding informa-
tion bits to be communicated in a downlink traffic channel
segment. Transmitter 3304 also include a baseband sig-
nal generation module 3317, a baseband to passband
conversion module 3319 and a multi-tone block pass-
band signal output transmitter module 3321. The base-
band signal generation module 3317 generates base-
band signals, e.g., a baseband OFDM symbol for each
OFDM symbol transmission time period. Baseband to
passband conversion module 3319 converts a baseband
OFDM symbol, output from baseband signal generation
module 3317, into a multi-tone block passband signal.
For example, the baseband to passband conversion
module 3319 operations include modulation with a down-
link carrier frequency. The multi-tone block passband sig-
nal output transmitter amplification module 3321, e.g., a
power amplification stage, which is coupled to the con-
version module 3319, amplifies the multi-tone block
passband signal, and the amplified signal is transmitted
via antenna 3305.
[0149] Memory 3310 includes routines 3318 and data/
information 3320. The processor 3306, e.g., a CPU, ex-
ecutes the routines 3218 and uses the data/information

3320 in memory 3310 to control the operation of the base
station 3300 and implement the methods of the present
invention. I/O interface 3308 couples the base station
3300 to other network node, e.g., other base stations,
AAA nodes, routers, home agent nodes, etc. and/or the
Internet.
[0150] Routines 3318 include communications rou-
tines 3322 and base station control routine 3324. The
communications routine 3322 performs various commu-
nications operations and implements various communi-
cations protocols used by the base station. Base station
control routine 3324 includes a transmission control mod-
ule 3326, a receiver control module 3328 and an I/O in-
terface control module 3330. The transmission control
module 3326 controls at least one of the baseband signal
generation module 3317, the baseband to passband con-
version module 3319, and the multi-tone block passband
signal output transmitter amplification module 3321 to
introduce a first null on a corresponding tone in a first
tone block of the multi-tone block passband signal for a
first predetermined interval including at least one OFDM
symbol transmission time period which repeats within a
predetermined downlink transmission timing structure
and the corresponding tone corresponds to a baseband
DC tone in the baseband OFDM symbol. In some em-
bodiments; each first predetermined interval within the
downlink timing structure may be one or a few, e.g., two,
three, or four, successive OFDM symbol transmission
time periods in duration. In some embodiments, the first
tone block is a center tone block in the multi-tone block
passband signal.
[0151] Consider that transmitter 3304 is a three tone
block OFDM transmitter. In some such embodiments,
transmission control module 3326 controls at least one
of the baseband signal generation module 3317, the
baseband to passband conversion module 3319, and the
multi-tone block passband signal output transmitter mod-
ule to introduce a second null on a second tone in a sec-
ond tone block of the multi-tone block passband signal
for a second predetermined interval including at least one
OFDM symbol transmission time period, which repeats
within the predetermined downlink transmission timing
structure, where the second tone is a center tone in the
second tone block. In addition, the transmission control
module 3326 controls at least one of the baseband signal
generation module 3317, the baseband to passband con-
version module 3319, and the multi-tone block passband
signal output transmitter module to introduce a third null
on a third tone in a third tone block of the multi-tone block
passband signal for a predetermined third interval includ-
ing at least one OFDM symbol transmission time period,
which repeats within the predetermined downlink trans-
mission timing structure, where the third tone is a center
tone in the third tone block. The receiver control module
3328 controls operations of receiver 3302, while I/O in-
terface control module 3330 controls operations of I/O
interface 3308.
[0152] Dashed lines 3323 indicates that the transmis-
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sion control module 3326 controls at least one of base-
band signal generation module 3317, baseband to pass-
band conversion module 3319 and multi-tone block pass-
band signal output transmitter amplifications module to
perform tone nulling, in accordance with the present in-
vention. For example, in some embodiments, a modula-
tion symbol value may be set to zero in a baseband signal.
In another embodiment, a tone to be nulled may be con-
trolled to be zero as part of the passband signal gener-
ation operations. As another example, the passband sig-
nal may be filtered to null the desired tone. As still another
example, the power associated with the desired tone to
be nulled may be controlled to be zeroed in the power
amplifer. In some embodiments, various functions imple-
mented in the receiver 3304 and/or base station control
routine 3324 are implemented in different locations or
are implemented in a distributed manner.
[0153] Data/information 3320 includes wireless termi-
nal data/information 3332, system data/information
3334, and downlink signal information 3336. WT data/
information 3332 includes a plurality of sets of WT infor-
mation (WT 1 data/information 3338, WTN data/informa-
tion 3340) corresponding to WTs, e.g., corresponding to
WTs that a currently using BS 3300 as their point of net-
work attachment. WT 1 data information 3338 includes
user data 3342, WT identification information 3344, de-
vice/session/resource information 3246, and tone block
information 3345. User data 3342 includes, e.g., data/
information representing voice, audio, video, text, files,
etc. corresponding to data being communicated between
WT 1 and another WT in a communications session with
WT 1. WT ID information 3344 includes, e.g., a base
station assigned identifier or identifiers, e.g., an active
user identifier. Device/session/resource information
3346 includes, e.g., information associated with WT1,
information associated with a peer node in a communi-
cations session with WT1 such as an address, session
information, routing information, and/or air link resource
information such as uplink and/or downlink traffic channel
segments assigned to WT1.
Tone block information 3345 identifies the downlink tone
block, e.g., from a plurality of tone blocks, e.g., three,
being used simultaneously by BS 3300, that is currently
associated with WT1 downlink signaling.
[0154] System data/information 3334 includes stored
information 3335. The stored information 3335 includes
downlink timing structure information 3348 including tone
null timing information and downlink tone information
3250 including DC tone related information.
[0155] The downlink timing structure information 3348
indicates the time intervals during which a non-zero sig-
nal is allowed to be transmitted on the corresponding
tone and time intervals associated with tone nulling of
corresponding tone. In some embodiments, there are at
least 10 times as many OFDM symbol transmission time
periods in the downlink timing structure in which a non-
zero signal is allowed to be transmitted on the corre-
sponding tone than there are OFDM symbol transmission

time periods in which the corresponding tone is intention-
ally nulled in accordance with the downlink timing struc-
ture. The downlink timing structure information 3348 also
indicates the time intervals during which a non-zero sig-
nal is allowed to be transmitted on the second tone and
time intervals associated with tone nulling of the second
tone. In some embodiments, there are at least 10 times
as many OFDM symbol transmission time periods in the
downlink timing structure in which a non-zero signal is
transmitted on the second tone than there are second
time interval OFDM symbol transmission time periods in
which the second tone is intentionally nulled in accord-
ance with the downlink timing structure. The downlink
timing structure information 3348 also indicates the time
intervals during which a non-zero signal is allowed to be
transmitted on the third tone and time intervals associat-
ed with tone nulling of the third tone. In some embodi-
ments, there are at least 10 times as many OFDM symbol
transmission time periods in the downlink timing structure
in which a non-zero signal is allowed to be transmitted
on the third tone than there are OFDM symbol transmis-
sion time periods in which the third tone is intentionally
nulled in accordance with the downlink timing structure.
In some embodiments, the time intervals during which
the corresponding tone, second tone and third tone are
intentionally nulled in accordance with downlink timing
structure are the same. In some embodiments, the time
intervals during which the corresponding tone, second
tone and third tone are intentionally nulled in accordance
with downlink timing structure are different.
[0156] Downlink tone information 3350 identifies the
corresponding tone, the first tone and the second tone
in the passband. In some embodiments, the correspond-
ing tone is a center tone in a downlink tone block including
the additional tones and the corresponding tones. In
some embodiments, the second and third tones are cent-
er tones in their respective tone blocks. In various em-
bodiments, each tone block includes at least 100 tones.
For example, in one exemplary 3 tone-block embodi-
ment, wherein the three tone blocks are contiguous in
the passband, each tone block includes 113 tones for a
composite passband of 339 tones. Information identify-
ing tones of each tone block is included in information
3350.
[0157] Data/information 3320 also includes downlink
signal information 3336, e.g., information relating to
baseband downlink signals and information relating to
passband downlink signals. Downlink signal information
3336, in some embodiments, includes intermediate in-
formation being used and/or generated by transmitter
3304 pertaining to generated and/or transmitted down-
link signals.
[0158] Figure 34 is a drawing of an exemplary wireless
terminal 3400, e.g., mobile node, implemented in accord-
ance with the present invention and using methods of
the present invention. Exemplary wireless terminal 3400
is for use in a frequency division multiplexed system, e.g.,
an OFDM wireless communications system, where sig-
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nals are transmitted in a passband by a base station.
Exemplary wireless terminal 3400 includes a receiver
3402, a transmitter 3404, a processor 3406, user I/O de-
vices 3408, and memory 3410 coupled together via bus
3412 over which the various elements may interchange
data and information.
[0159] Receiver 3402 includes a passband module
3416, a passband to baseband conversion module 3418,
a signal measurement module 3420, a filtering module
3422, and a data recovery module 3424. Data recovery
module 3424 includes a DC tone data recovery sub-mod-
ule 3426 and a decoder 3428. DC tone data recovery
sub-module 3426 includes an adjusting module 3430 and
a symbol determination module 3432. The adjusting
module 3430 includes a subtractor 3434.
[0160] Receiver 3402 is coupled to receive antenna
3403 via which the wireless terminal 3400 receives down-
link signals from a base station, e.g., BS 3200 of Figure
32 or BS 3300 of Figure 33. Receiver 3402 receives
downlink passband signals using passband module
3416, e.g., an RF module tuned to a carrier frequency
corresponding to a passband tone block being used by
the base station transmitter. Passband to baseband sig-
nal conversion module converts the received passband
signals to baseband signals. A DC tone exists in the base-
band signals, the DC tone corresponds to a correspond-
ing tone in the passband signals, the baseband signals
include additional baseband tones corresponding to ad-
ditional passband tones. The signal measurement mod-
ule 3420 performs a signal measurement on the DC tone
during a DC tone noise measurement period to generate
a DC tone noise measurement value, e.g., value DC
noise measurement value 1 3464. The data recovery
module 3424 recovers data from the received passband
signals. During the DC noise measurement period, the
data recovery module 3424 recovers data from the ad-
ditional baseband tones. Filter module 3422 filters a plu-
rality of DC noise measurement values corresponding to
different noise measurement periods to generate a noise
measurement value, e.g., filter module 3422 filters DC
noise measurement value 1, ..., DC noise measurement
value n 3466 to generate filtered DC noise measurement
value 3468. In some embodiments, filter module 3422 is
a weighted averaging filter and the filtered DC noise
measurement value is a weighted average DC noise
measurement value.
[0161] DC tone data recovery sub-module 3426 recov-
ers data transmitted on the DC tone, corresponding to a
data period during which the receiver has received data
simultaneously on the DC tone and the additional base-
band tone in accordance with the downlink timing struc-
ture. Adjusting module 3430 adjusts, during the data pe-
riod, a symbol value received on DC tone as a function
of the filtered DC noise measurement value, e.g.,
processing received DC tone modulation symbol value
to obtain adjusted DC tone modulation symbol value
3472. The adjusting module 3430 includes subtractor
3434 which subtracts the filtered DC tone noise meas-

urement value 3470 from the received symbol value on
DC tone, e.g., received DC tone modulation symbol value
3470.
[0162] Decoder 3428 performs decoding operations of
received downlink signals. For example, for a downlink
traffic channel segment, coded bits corresponding to re-
covered modulation symbol values are decoded to re-
cover the data/information bits which had been encoded
by the base station. At some times, in accordance with
the downlink timing structure some of the recovered mod-
ulation symbol values correspond to the DC tone.
[0163] Transmitter 3404 includes an encoder 3436 for
encoding data/information to be communicated via uplink
signals to a base station. Transmitter 3404 is coupled to
transmit antenna 3405 via which uplink signals are trans-
mitted. In some embodiments, the same antenna is used
for both the transmitter 3404 and receiver 3402.
[0164] Memory 3410 includes routines 3438 and data/
information 3440. The processor 3406, e.g., a CPU, ex-
ecutes the routines 3438 and uses the data/information
3440 in memory 3410 to control the operation of the wire-
less terminal 3400 and implement the methods of the
present invention. User I/O devices 3408, e.g., micro-
phone, speaker, display, keypad, keyboard, touch-
screen, switches, camera, etc., allow the user of WT 3400
to input data/information, output data/information, select
operational modes and perform functions, e.g., initiate a
communications session.
[0165] Routines 3438 include a communications rou-
tine 3442 and wireless terminal control routines 3444.
The communications routine 3442 performs various
communications operations and implements the various
communications protocols used by the wireless terminal
3400. WT control routines 3444 include a receiver control
module 3446, a transmitter control module 3448, and a
user interface control module 3450. The receiver control
module 3444 controls the operations of receiver 3402.
The transmitter control module 3448 controls the opera-
tion of transmitter 3404. User interface control module
3450 controls the operation of user I/O devices 3408.
[0166] Data/information 3440 includes user data 3452,
wireless terminal identification information 3454, device/
session/resource information 3456, base station identi-
fication information 3458, current timing information
3460, and system data/information 3462.
User data 3452 includes, e.g., data/information repre-
senting voice, audio, video, text, files, etc., pertaining to
a communications session between WT 3400 and a peer
node. Wireless terminal identification information 3454
includes, e.g., base station assigned wireless terminal
identifiers such as an active user identifier. Device/ses-
sion/resource information 3456 includes device informa-
tion pertaining to WT 3400, information pertaining to a
peer node in a communications session with WT 3400,
address information, routing information and/or air link
resource information such as downlink and/or uplink traf-
fic channel segment assignments pertaining to WT 3400.
Base station identification information 3458 includes in-
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formation identifying the base station being used as the
point of network attachment in the communications sys-
tem, e.g., a base station identifier, a sector identifier,
and/or a tone block identifier.
[0167] Data/information 3440 also includes system da-
ta/information 3462. System data/information 3462 in-
cludes timing information 3474 and tone information
3480. Timing information 3474 includes uplink and down-
link timing structure information, while tone information
3480 includes uplink and downlink tone information. In
some embodiments, system data/information 3462 in-
cludes multiple sets of timing information 3474 and/or
tone information 3480, e.g., corresponding to different
base stations and/or different alternative points of net-
work attachment at the same base station, e.g., as a func-
tion of cell, sector and/or tone block. The timing informa-
tion 3474 includes downlink timing structure information
3476 which includes DC tone noise measurement period
information 3478. The DC noise measurement period in-
formation 3476 identifies intervals in the downlink timing
structure being used where the WT is to perform a meas-
urement of the DC tone to obtain a DC noise measure-
ment value. In some embodiments, the corresponding
tone does not carry any transmitted power during the
noise measurement period as the base station is control-
led to not transmit on the corresponding tone during the
DC tone noise measurement period. The downlink timing
structure information 3476 also includes information
identifying data periods in which the corresponding tone
is allowed to carry data, e.g., via modulation symbols at
non-zero power levels. In some embodiments, the data
period is at least 10 times longer than the DC noise meas-
urement period, with at least 10 modulation symbols be-
ing recovered during the data period on the DC tone.
[0168] The tone information 3480 includes downlink
tone information 3484 including DC tone related informa-
tion. Downlink tone information 3484 includes informa-
tion identifying, tones in the passband tone block, tones
in the baseband tone block, the DC tone in the baseband,
the corresponding tone in the passband, additional base-
band tones, and additional passband tones.
In some embodiments, there at least 100 additional base-
band tones in addition to the DC tone. For example, one
exemplary downlink baseband OFDM tone block com-
prises 113 contiguous tones, where the center tone is
the DC tone and the other 112 tones are additional base-
band tones; a corresponding exemplary passband
OFDM tone block comprises 113 contiguous tones,
where the center tone is the corresponding tone and the
other 112 tones are additional passband tones, and the
passband is associated with an uplink tone block carrier
frequency to which the receiver 3402 is tuned.
[0169] Data/information 3440 also includes DC noise
measurement values (DC noise measurement value 1
3462, ..., DC noise measurement value n 3466, a filtered
DC noise measurement value 3468, received DC tone
modulation symbol value 3470, adjusted DC tone mod-
ulation symbol value 3472, and determined DC tone

modulation symbol value 3473.
[0170] Figure 35 is a drawing of an exemplary base
station 3500 implemented in accordance with the present
invention and using methods of the present invention.
Exemplary base station 3500 is, e.g., an OFDM base
station operating in a spread spectrum multiple access
wireless communications system. Exemplary base sta-
tion 3500 includes a receiver 3502, a transmitter 3504,
a processor 3506, an I/O interface 3508, and a memory
3510 coupled together via a bus 3512 over which the
various elements can interchange data and information.
[0171] Receiver 3 5 02 is coupled to a receive antenna
3 5 03 via which the base station can receive uplink sig-
nals from wireless terminals. Reception operations of re-
ceiver 3502 includes receiving a sequence of N modu-
lation symbol values on a corresponding passband tone
which corresponds to the a baseband DC tone, one of
the N modulation symbol values being received during
each one of N symbol transmission time periods, where
N is a positive integer greater than one. The received
symbol values are represented by modulation symbols
XU1 3580, ..., XUN 3582. In some embodiments N = 7.
Receiver 3502 includes a passband module 3514, a
passband to baseband module 3516, a DC signal noise
component value calculation module 3518, and a recov-
ery module 3520. DC signal component value calculation
module 3518 includes a 2nd subtractor module 3524 and
a scalar module 3526. Recovery module 3520 includes
a 1st subtractor module 3528.
[0172] The passband module 3514, e.g., an RF mod-
ule, is coupled to the receive antenna 3503, and receives
passband signals, a received passband signal corre-
sponding to an OFDM symbol transmission time period
may be a composite from uplink signals transmitted from
a plurality of wireless terminals which have been timing
synchronized with respect to signal arrival at the base
station, e.g., to within an OFDM symbol cyclic prefix. At
different times, e.g., for different dwell different wireless
terminals may be using a different subset of uplink tones
from the uplink tone block in accordance with base station
assignments, the uplink timing/frequency structure
and/or the uplink tone hopping sequence. The corre-
sponding tone in the passband corresponding to the up-
link baseband DC tone in the tone block is, e.g., the center
tone in the passband tone block. The wireless terminal
associated with the corresponding tone may change from
dwell to dwell. Passband to baseband conversion module
3516 converts the received passband signals to base-
band signals.
[0173] DC signal noise component value calculation
module 3518 includes an intermediate noise component
generation module 3522, a 2nd subtractor module 3524
and a scalar module 3526. DC signal noise component
value calculation module 3518 calculates a DC signal
noise component value 3574 from the set of N received
symbol values (XU1 3580, ..., XUN 3582). A predeter-
mined one of the received N-1 symbol values communi-
cates a DC noise value, the predetermined one of the
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received N symbol values occurs in a predetermined lo-
cation in the sequence of N values, the remaining N-1
received symbol values communicating information val-
ues. For example, in some embodiments using a sequen-
tial set of 7 received modulation symbol values, the last
value is the predetermined location for the DC noise val-
ue, while the first six locations are for communicating
information values.
[0174] Intermediate noise component generation
module 3522 generates an intermediate noise compo-
nent value 3575 from the N-1 received symbol values
corresponding to information values and a predeter-
mined function. In some embodiments, the predeter-
mined function used to generate the intermediate noise
value 3575 is the negative of the weighted sum of the N-
1 received values associated with information. The func-
tion is in some embodiments, coded in module 3522; in
other embodiments, information representing the func-
tion is stored in memory and used by module 3522.
[0175] Second subtractor module 3524 subtracts the
intermediate noise component value 3575 from the pre-
determined one of the N received symbol values
(3580,..., 3582) which communicates the DC noise value.
Scalar module 3526 scales the result of the subtraction
of module 3524 to produce the calculated DC signal noise
component value 3574. In some embodiments, the scalar
module 3526 scales the result of the subtraction by di-
viding the result of the subtraction by a predetermined
fixed value, e.g., N, which may be included in stored sca-
lar information 3566.
[0176] Recovery module 3520 recovers N-1 individual
modulation symbol values (XP1,...XPN-1) from the N re-
ceived modulation symbol values (XU1 3580, ..., XUN
3582), for each set to be processed. The recovery module
3520 includes a first subtractor module 3528 which gen-
erates the N-1 individual symbol values (XP1 3586, ...,
XPN-1 3588) by subtracting the DC signal noise compo-
nent value 3574 from each of N-1 of the N received sym-
bol values (3580, 3582).
[0177] Transmitter 3504 is coupled to a transmit an-
tenna 3505 via which the base station 3500 can transmit
downlink signals to wireless terminals. Transmitter 3504
includes an encoder 3530 for encoding data/information
in downlink signals, e.g., performing block encoding of a
downlink traffic channel segment.
[0178] I/O interface 3508 couples the base station
3500 to other network nodes, e.g., other base stations,
routers, AAA nodes, home agent nodes, etc, and/or the
Internet.
Memory 3510 includes routines 3532 and data/informa-
tion 35.34. The processor 3506, e.g., a CPU, executes
the routines 3532 and uses the data/information 3534 in
memory 3510 to control the operation of the base station
and implement methods of the present invention.
[0179] Routines 3532 include communications rou-
tines 3536 and a base station control routine 3538. The
communications routines 3536 performs various com-
munications functions and implements various commu-

nications protocols used by the base station. Base station
control routine 3538 includes a scheduling module 3540,
a receiver control module 3542, a transmitter control
module 3544, and an I/O interface control module 3546.
The scheduling module 3540, e.g., a scheduler, sched-
ules uplink and downlink segments to wireless terminals
using the base station 3500 as their point of network at-
tachment. As a result of scheduling different wireless ter-
minals at different times may be assigned to an uplink
segment which corresponds to the uplink baseband DC
tone. Also, in some embodiments, as a function of the
uplink tone hopping structure, at different times, e.g., for
different dwells, a different wireless terminal may be as-
signed to an uplink segment which corresponds to the
uplink baseband DC tone. Receiver control module 3542
controls the operation of receiver 3502, while transmitter
control module 3544 controls the operation of transmitter
3504. The I/O interface control module 3546 controls the
operation of I/O interface 3508.
[0180] Data/information 3534 include wireless termi-
nal data/information 3548, system data information 3560,
measured uplink DC component for the DC tone 3574,
current timing information 3576, unprocessed received
uplink DC tone modulation symbols 3578, and processed
uplink DC tone modulation symbols 3584. WT data/in-
formation 3548 includes a plurality of sets of WT data/
information (WT 1 data/information 3550, ..., WT N data/
information 3552), e.g., each set corresponding to a WT
currently registered with the base station 3500 and using
the base station 3500 as its point of network attachment.
WT 1 data/info 3550 includes user data 3554, wireless
terminal identification information 3556, and device/ses-
sion/resource information 3558. User data 3554 is, e.g.,
data/information representing voice, audio, video, text,
files, etc., corresponding pertaining to a communications
session between WT 1 and a peer node. WT ID informa-
tion 3556 includes base station assigned identifiers cur-
rently associated with WT 1, e.g., an active user identifier.
Device/session/resource information 3558 includes WT
1 device information, information corresponding to a peer
node of WT 1 in a communications session with WT 1,
address information, routing information, session infor-
mation, and/or air link resource information, e.g., infor-
mation identifying uplink and downlink segments as-
signed to WT 1. At some times, some of the uplink seg-
ments assigned to WT 1 may correspond to the uplink
DC tone, which receives special treatment in accordance
with the present invention.
[0181] System data/information 3560 includes timing
information 3562, frequency information 3564 and stored
scalar information 3566. The timing information 3562 in-
cludes uplink and downlink timing structure information.
The uplink timing information 3568 includes uplink timing
information 3570. The uplink timing information 3568 in-
cludes information identifying the uplink timing structure
being used by the base station and wireless terminals
using the base station as their point of network attach-
ment. Uplink timing information 3568 includes uplink
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dwell timing information 3570, e.g., identifying the dwell
structure used. Uplink tone hopping occurs on dwell
boundaries, and therefore the uplink DC tone can change
between different wireless terminals for different dwells.
Frequency information 3564 includes uplink tone infor-
mation 3572 and downlink tone information. The uplink
tone information 3572 identifies the uplink tones in the
passband, e.g., for an uplink tone block, the uplink tones
in the baseband, tones corresponding to the uplink DC
tone. Uplink tone information 3572 also includes tone
hopping information, e.g., information mapping logical
tones in segments to physical tones.
[0182] Current timing information 3576 includes infor-
mation identifying the current timing, e.g. current OFDM
symbol transmission time period, current half-slot, etc.,
within the uplink timing structure, e.g., a repetitive uplink
timing structure. Unprocessed received uplink DC tone
modulation symbols 3578 includes a set of modulation
symbols (XU1 3580, ..., XUN) 3582 which is a set of re-
ceived modulation symbols associated with a dwell of a
fixed number (N) of successive OFDM symbol transmis-
sion time periods, in which the same wireless terminal
transmitted uses that tone. In some embodiments N = 7.
Processed uplink DC tone modulation symbols 3584 in-
cludes a set of modulation symbols (XP1 3586, ... XPN-1
3588) corresponding to the unprocessed set 3584, the
set including one less modulation symbol in the proc-
essed set then in the unprocessed set.
[0183] Figure 36 is a drawing of an exemplary wireless
terminal 3600, e.g., mobile node, implemented in accord-
ance with the present invention and using methods of
the present invention. Exemplary wireless terminal 3600
is, e.g., a wireless terminal in a spread spectrum multiple
access wireless OFDM communications system, includ-
ing a plurality of wireless terminals and one or more base
stations, e.g., one or more base stations 3500 of Figure
35.
[0184] Exemplary wireless terminal 3600 includes a
receiver 3602, a transmitter 3604, a processor 3606, user
I/O devices 3608 and memory 3610 coupled together via
a bus 3612 over which the various elements may inter-
change data and information. Receiver 3602 is coupled
to receive antenna 3603 via which the wireless terminal
3600 can receive downlink signals from a base station.
The downlink signals may include uplink traffic channel
segment assignments, and some of the assigned seg-
ments may correspond to segments which use the uplink
DC tone. Receiver 3602 includes a decoder 3614 for de-
coding received downlink signals.
[0185] Transmitter 3604 is coupled to a transmit an-
tenna 3605 via which the wireless terminal transmits up-
link signals, e.g., including uplink traffic channel segment
signals, to a base station. In some embodiments, the
same antenna is used for receiver 3602 and transmitter
3604. Transmitter 3604 includes an encoder 3615, a
codeword bit allocation module for DC tone 3616, a code-
word bit allocation module for non-DC tones 3618, a 1st

modulation symbol value generation module for the DC

tone 3620, a modulation symbol value generation module
for non-DC tones 3622, a 2nd modulation symbol value
generation module for the DC tone 3624, a baseband to
passband conversion module 3626, and a passband
module 3628.
[0186] Encoder 3615 encodes information bits 3690
or frames of information bits into codeword bits 3691. For
example, information bits including user data are coded
by encoder 3615 to be communicated in an uplink traffic
channel segment or portion of an uplink traffic channel
segment.
[0187] The codeword bit allocation module 3616 allo-
cates N-1 different sets of codeword bits (3666, ... 3667)
from a portion of a codeword to be transmitted during
each of N-1 symbol transmission time periods using the
DC tone. For example, the wireless terminal 3600 may
have been allocated a set of M+1 tones for use during a
dwell corresponding to a portion of an uplink traffic chan-
nel segment, and the set of tones includes the DC tone.
In some such examples, a codeword is to be communi-
cated during uplink traffic channel segment, and a portion
of the codeword is to be communicated during the dwell
using the set of allocated tones.
[0188] The 1st modulation symbol value generation
module for the DC tone 3620 generates N-1 symbol val-
ues (X1 3672, ... XN-1 3673) to be transmitted, each of
the N-1 symbol values (X1 3672, ..., XN-1 3673) being
generated from a corresponding one of the N-1 sets of
codeword bits (3666, ..., 3667). The 2nd modulation sym-
bol generation module for the DC tone 3624 generates
an Nth symbol value (XN 3674) to be transmitted in a
predetermined manner as a function of the N-1 symbol
values (X13672, ..., XN-1 3673) to be transmitted. In some
embodiments, N=7. In some embodiments, the generat-
ed N symbols values (X1 3672, ..., XN-1 3673, XN 3674)
sum to zero.
[0189] In some embodiments, the Nth generated sym-
bol XN 3674 is transmitted in a predetermined one of the
N symbol transmission time periods using the DC tone,
e.g., the last OFDM symbol transmission time period in
the dwell.
[0190] Codeword bit allocation module for non-DC
tones 3618, for each set of M non-DC tones from a set
of tones allocated to the wireless terminal allocates N
additional different sets of codeword bits from the portion
of the codeword to be transmitted during each one of the
N symbol transmission time periods using a non-DC tone
from the set of allocated tones. For example, codeword
bit allocation module for non-DC tones 3618 allocates N
additional sets of codeword bits (3668, ..., 3669) for non-
DC tone 1 in the set of allocated tones, and codeword
bit allocation module for non-DC tones 3618 allocates N
additional sets of codeword bits (3670, ..., 3671) for non-
DC tone M in the set of allocated tones.
[0191] Modulation symbol value generation module for
non-DC tones 3622, for each of the M non-DC tones in
the set of allocated tones, generates N additional symbol
values from a corresponding one of the N additional dif-
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ferent sets of codeword bits. For example, modulation
symbol value generation module for non-DC tones 3622
generates N additional modulation symbol values (A1
3675, ..., AN 3676) from corresponding additional code-
word bit sets (3668, ..., 3669), and modulation symbol
value generation module for non-DC tones 3622 gener-
ates N additional modulation symbol values (B1 3677, ...,
BN 3678) from corresponding additional codeword bit
sets (3670, ..., 3671).
[0192] The outputs from modules 3620, 3622, and
3624 are used in forming baseband signals, e.g., a se-
quence ofN OFDM baseband symbols for the dwell, each
of the OFDM baseband symbols including modulation
symbol values corresponding to the assigned tone set
for the dwell, e.g., the DC tone and the M non-DC tones.
[0193] Baseband to passpand conversion module
3626 converts a baseband signal into a passband signal,
e.g., modulating the baseband signal using a selected
uplink carrier. The passband module 3628, e.g., a filter
and power amplifier stage, transmits the generated pass-
band signal via antenna 3605.
[0194] Transmitter 3504 is operated to transmit each
of the N-1 modulation symbols and the Nth modulation
symbol using the DC tone during a different one of the
N symbol transmission time periods, e.g., during dwells
in which the wireless terminal has been allocated the DC
tone. Transmitter 3504 is also operated, for each of the
M non-DC tones, to transmit each of the N additional
symbols using the non-DC tone during a different one of
the N symbol transmission time periods. For example,
during the first symbol transmission time period of the
dwell, corresponding to the tone set allocation, the trans-
mitter 3504 transmits a passband OFDM signal which
includes signals corresponding to modulation symbols
values (X1 3672, A1 3675, ..., B1 3677); during the Nth
symbol transmission time period of the dwell, corre-
sponding to the tone set allocation, the transmitter 3504
transmits a passband OFDM signal corresponding to
modulation symbols values (XN 3674, AN 3676, ..., BN
3678).
[0195] In some embodiments, the DC tone can be used
by different wireless terminals from one allocation period,
e.g., dwell, to the next. For example WT 3600 may be
assigned to use the DC tone for a first allocation period
and may be assigned not to use the DC tone for a sub-
sequent allocation period which immediately follows the
first allocation period, e.g.; as a function of segment as-
signment and/or tone hopping used in the uplink timing/
frequency structure. If for uplink signaling for a given tone
allocation period, e.g., a given dwell, the DC tone and
additional tones are allocated to WT 3600, modules
(3616, 3618, 3620, 3622, and 3624) are used, while if
for uplink signaling for a given tone allocation period only
non-DC tones are allocated to WT 3600, then modules
(3618 and 3622) are used while modules (3616, 3620,
and 3624) are not used.
[0196] User I/O devices 3608 includes, e.g., micro-
phone, speaker, display, camera, keyboard, keypad,

switches, etc. User I/O devices 3608 allow a user of WT
3600 to input data, output data, and perform control op-
erations, e.g., initiate a communications session.
[0197] Memory 3610 includes routines 3630 and data/
information 3632. The processor 3606, e.g., a CPU, ex-
ecutes the routines 3630 and uses the data/information
3632 in memory 3610 to control the operation of the wire-
less terminal 3600 and implement methods of the present
invention.
[0198] Routines 3630 includes communications rou-
tine 3634 and wireless terminal control routines 3636.
The communications routine 3634 performs various
communications functions and implements the various
communications protocols used by the wireless terminal.
Wireless terminal control routines 3636 include a receiver
control module 3638, a transmitter control module 3640,
and an I/O devices control module 3642. Receiver control
module controls operation of receiver 3602; while trans-
mitter control module 3640 controls operation of trans-
mitter 3604. The I/O devices control module 3642 con-
trols operation of user I/O devices 3608.
[0199] Data/information 3632 includes user data 3644,
wireless terminal identifier information 3645, base station
identification information 3646, device/session/resource/
information 3647, current timing information 3648, sys-
tem data/information 3649, allocated tone set identifica-
tion information 3650, uplink DC tone identifier 3651, in-
formation bits 3690, codeword bits 3692, uplink DC tone
modulation symbols 3653, uplink non-DC tone 1 modu-
lation symbols 3654, ..., uplink non-DC tone M modula-
tion symbols 3655.
[0200] User data 3644 includes, e.g., information rep-
resenting voice, video, audio, text, files, etc, pertaining
to data/information being communicated in a communi-
cations session between WT 3600 and a peer node. WT
ID information 3645 includes base station assigned wire-
less terminal identifiers, e.g., an active user identifier.
Base station identification information 3646 includes in-
formation identifying the base station point of network
attachment being currently used by the WT 3600, e.g.,
in terms of cell, sector and/or associated carrier frequen-
cies. Device/session/resource information 3647 includes
information associated with WT 3600, information asso-
ciated with the peer node in a communications session
with WT 3600, session information, addressing informa-
tion, routing information, and air link resource informa-
tion, e.g., uplink and downlink segment assigned to WT
3600. Current timing information 3648 includes informa-
tion identifying the current time, e.g., in terms of indexed
OFDM symbol transmission time periods within a repet-
itive timing structure being used by the base station point
of network attachment.
[0201] System data/information 3649 includes timing
information 3656, frequency information 3657, uplink
segment structure information 3658, and uplink segment
to uplink tone mapping information 3659. WT 3600 in-
cludes, in various embodiments, a plurality of sets of sys-
tem data/information, each set corresponding to a differ-
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ent base station and/or base station point of network at-
tachment. Timing information includes downlink timing
structure information and uplink timing structure informa-
tion 3660. The uplink timing structure information 3660
includes uplink dwell timing information 3661, e.g., iden-
tifying the number of successive OFDM symbol trans-
mission time periods in a dwell, e.g., 7, identifying in-
dexed OFDM symbol transmission time intervals with in-
dexed dwells in the uplink timing structure, etc.
[0202] Frequency information 3657 includes uplink
and downlink frequency information such as uplink car-
rier frequency, uplink tone block information, the number
of tones in the uplink tone block, e.g., 113, uplink tone
hopping sequence information, downlink carrier frequen-
cy, downlink tone block information, the number of tones
in the downlink tone block, downlink tone block hopping
sequence information, etc. Frequency information 3657
includes uplink tone information 3658 which includes up-
link DC tone information 3662. Uplink DC tone informa-
tion 3662 includes information identifying the DC tone in
the uplink tone block. Uplink segment structure informa-
tion 3658 includes information identifying uplink seg-
ments including uplink traffic channel segments. At dif-
ferent times different uplink segments are associated
with the DC tone, e.g., as a function of the uplink segment
structure and uplink tone hopping information. Uplink
segment to uplink tone mapping information 3659 in-
cludes information used to map an assigned segment,
e.g., an assigned uplink traffic channel segment to a set
of tones or to multiple sets of tones corresponding to
different dwells within the segment. An allocated set of
tones may or may not include the uplink DC tone.
[0203] Allocated tone set identification information
3650 includes information identifying a set of tones allo-
cated to WT 3600, e.g., a set of tones allocated for a
dwell to WT 3600 corresponding to a portion of an uplink
traffic channel segment. Uplink DC tone identifier 3651,
e.g., a one bit flag, includes information identifying wheth-
er or not the allocated tone set 3650 includes the uplink
DC tone. Modules 3616, 3620 and 3624 being used when
the uplink DC tone identifier 3651 for the given dwell in-
dicates that the DC tone is included in the allocated tone
set 3650.
[0204] Information bits 3690 are an input to encoder
3615. Codeword bits 3691, an output of the encoder 3615
are allocated by modules (3616, 3618) into allocated sets
included in allocated codeword bits 3652. DC tone bits
3663 includes N-1 sets (set 1 3666, ..., set N-1 3667),
allocated by codeword bit allocation module for the DC
tone 3616. Non-DC tone bits 3664 includes N sets (set
1 3668, ..., set N 3669) allocated by codeword bit alloca-
tion module for non-DC tones 3618 for non-DC tone 1.
Non-DC tone bits 3665 includes N sets (set 1 3670, ...,
set N 3671) allocated by codeword bit allocation module
for non-DC tones 3618 for non-DC tone M.
[0205] Uplink DC tone modulation symbols 3653, cor-
responding to a dwell, include modulation symbol values
(X1 3672, ..., XN-1 3673) output from 1st modulation sym-

bol value generation module for DC tone 3620 and mod-
ulation symbol value XN 3674 output from 2nd modulation
symbol value generation module for DC tone 3624.
[0206] Uplink non-DC tone 1 modulation symbols
3654, corresponding to a dwell, include modulation sym-
bol values (A1 3675, ..., AN 3676) output from modulation
symbol value generation module for non-DC tones 3622.
Uplink non-DC tone M modulation symbols 3655, corre-
sponding to a dwell, include modulation symbol values
(B1 3677,..., BN 3678) output from modulation symbol
value generation module for non-DC tones 3622.
[0207] While described in the context of an OFDM sys-
tem, the methods and apparatus of the present invention,
are applicable to a wide range of communications sys-
tems including many non-OFDM and/or non-cellular sys-
tems, e.g., other frequency division multiplexing sys-
tems.
[0208] In various embodiments nodes described here-
in are implemented using one or more modules to per-
form the steps corresponding to one or more methods of
the present invention, for example, generate a special
uplink DC tone modulation symbol as a function of the
other DC tone modulation symbols in a dwell, process a
received set of uplink DC tone modulation symbols cor-
responding to a dwell, suspend transmission of signaling
on the downlink DC tone at predetermined times in a
downlink timing sequence, or estimate a receiver’s DC
tone self-interference characteristic based on measure-
ments when a downlink DC tone is not transmitted. In
some embodiments various features of the present in-
vention are implemented using modules. Such modules
may be implemented using software, hardware or a com-
bination of software and hardware. Many of the above
described methods or method steps can be implemented
using machine executable instructions, such as software,
included in a machine readable medium such as a mem-
ory device, e.g., RAM, floppy disk, etc. to control a ma-
chine, e.g., general purpose computer with or without
additional hardware, to implement all or portions of the
above described methods, e. g., in one or more nodes.
Accordingly, among other things, the present invention
is directed to a machine-readable medium including ma-
chine executable instructions for causing a machine, e.g.,
processor and associated hardware, to perform one or
more of the steps of the above-described method(s).
[0209] Numerous additional variations on the methods
and apparatus of the present invention described above
will be apparent to those skilled in the art in view of the
above description of the invention. Such variations are
to be considered within the scope of the invention. The
methods and apparatus of the present invention may be,
and in various embodiments are, used with orthogonal
frequency division multiplexing (OFDM), and/or various
other types of communications techniques, e.g., other
frequency division multiplexing techniques (FDM), which
may be used to provide wireless communications links
between access nodes and mobile nodes in which spe-
cial treatment of the uplink and/or DC tone, in accordance
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with the present invention, can be beneficial. In some
embodiments the access nodes are implemented as
base stations which establish communications links with
mobile nodes using OFDM, FDM and/or CDMA. In vari-
ous embodiments the mobile nodes are implemented as
notebook computers, personal data assistants (PDAs),
or other portable devices including receiver/transmitter
circuits and logic and/or routines, for implementing the
methods of the present invention.

Claims

1. A method (1800) of operating a base station in a
frequency division multiplexed system wherein sig-
nals are transmitted in a passband by the base sta-
tion and are received and processed by a wireless
terminal to convert said passband signal to a base-
band signal, a DC tone existing in said baseband
and a corresponding tone existing in said passband,
the passband including additional tones in addition
to said corresponding tone, the method comprising:

transmitting (1804) during a first period of time
data in said passband using said additional
tones without transmitting on said correspond-
ing tone; and simultaneously transmitting (1806)
during a second period of time in said passband
using both said additional tones and said corre-
sponding tone; charaterised in that the second
period of time is at least 10 times longer than
the first period of time.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said first and second
periods of time have a fixed timing relationship to
one another and recur on a periodic basis.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein said system is an
orthogonal frequency division multiplexing (OFDM)
system and wherein there are at least 100 additional
tones.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the base station op-
erates in an orthogonal frequency division multiplex-
ing (OFDM) system wherein OFDM symbols includ-
ing a plurality of tones are transmitted in said pass-
band by the base station, each OFDM symbol being
transmitted as said passband signal, and a first por-
tion of said passband signal is to be received and
processed by a first wireless terminal to convert said
first portion to a first baseband signal, a first DC tone
existing in said first baseband and a first correspond-
ing tone existing in said first portion, the first portion
including a first set of additional tones in addition to
said first corresponding tone, the method compris-
ing:

during a first period of time transmitting data in

said first passband portion using said first set of
additional tones without transmitting on said first
corresponding tone; and
during a second period of time simultaneously
transmitting data in said first passband portion
using both said first set of additional tones and
said first corresponding tone.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein said first period of
time includes at least one OFDM symbol transmis-
sion time period and said second period of time in-
cludes a plurality of OFDM symbol transmission time
periods, the duration of said first and second time
periods having a fixed timing relationship to one an-
other and recur on a repeating basis.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the second period
of time is at least 10 times longer than the first period
of time.

7. The method of claim 4, wherein a second portion of
said passband signal is to be received and proc-
essed by a second wireless terminal to convert said
second portion to a second baseband signal, a sec-
ond DC tone existing in said second baseband and
a second corresponding tone existing in said second
signal portion, the second signal portion including a
second set of additional tones in addition to said sec-
ond corresponding tone, the method comprising:

during a third period of time transmitting data in
said second passband portion using said sec-
ond set of additional tones without transmitting
on said second corresponding tone; and
during a fourth period of time simultaneously
transmitting data in said second passband por-
tion using both said second set of additional
tones and said second corresponding tone.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein a third portion of said
passband signal is to be received and processed by
a third wireless terminal to convert said third portion
to a third baseband signal, a third DC tone existing
in said third baseband and a third corresponding tone
existing in said third signal portion, the third signal
portion including a third set of additional tones in ad-
dition to said third corresponding tone, the method
comprising:

during a fifth period of time transmitting data in
said third passband portion using said third set
of additional tones without transmitting on said
third corresponding tone; and
during a sixth period of time simultaneously
transmitting data in said third passband portion
using both said third set of additional tones and
said third corresponding tone.
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9. The method of claim 8, wherein each of the first,
second and third portions correspond to different
tone blocks within an OFDM symbol.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein said first, second
and third signal portions include the same number
of tones.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein said number of
tones is an odd number greater than 100, the total
number of tones in said OFDM symbol being at least
303.

12. The method of claim 8, wherein said second, fourth
and sixth time periods each include multiple symbol
transmission time periods and are longer in duration
than any of said first, third and fifth time periods.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein said first, third, and
fifth time periods are the same.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein said second, fourth
and sixth time periods are the same.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein each of said time
periods -recurs on a periodic basis.

16. A base station (3200) for a frequency division multi-
plexed system wherein the base station is adapted
to transmitting signals in a passband, wherein the
signals are received and processed by a wireless
terminal to convert said passband signal to a base-
band signal, a DC tone existing in said baseband
and a corresponding tone existing in said passband,
the passband including additional tones in addition
to said corresponding tone, the base station com-
prising:

a base station transmitter (3204) for transmitting
signals on said corresponding tone and said ad-
ditional tones; and
a transmission control module (3226) for con-
trolling said base station transmitter to transmit
signals in said passband using said additional
tones without transmitting on said correspond-
ing tone during a first period of time and for con-
trolling said transmitter to simultaneously trans-
mit during a second period of time in said pass-
band using both said additional tones and said
corresponding tone; characterised in that the
first and second periods of time are repeated on
a predetermined basis and the second period of
time is at least 10 times longer than the first pe-
riod of time.

17. The base station of claim 16, wherein said first and
second periods of time have a fixed timing relation-
ship to one another and recur on a repeating basis.

18. The base station of claim 16, further comprising
stored information, said stored information including
downlink timing structure information indicating the
relationship of said first and second periods of time.

19. The base station of claim 18, wherein the stored in-
formation identifies said corresponding tone; and
wherein said corresponding tone is the center tone
in a downlink tone block including said additional
tones and said corresponding tone.

20. The base station of claim 19, wherein the transmitter
is an orthogonal frequency division multiplexing
(OFDM) transmitter and wherein the downlink tone
block includes at least 113 tones.

21. The base station of claim 18, wherein said transmit-
ter is an orthogonal frequency division multiplexing
(OFDM) transmitter which is adapted to transmit at
least 100 additional tones in parallel with said corre-
sponding tone during said second period of time.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren (1800) zum Betreiben einer Basisstation
in einem Frequenzmultiplex-System wobei Signale
in einem Durchlassband von der Basisstation über-
tragen werden und von einem drahtlosen Gerät zum
Umwandeln des Durchlassband-Signals in ein Ba-
sisband-Signal empfangen und verarbeitet werden,
wobei eine Gleichstromfrequenz (DC tone) im Ba-
sisband und einer entsprechenden Frequenz im
Durchlassband existieren, wobei das Durch-
lassband zusätzliche Frequenzen zusätzlich zu der
entsprechenden Frequenz umfasst, wobei das Ver-
fahren umfasst:

während einer ersten Zeitdauer Übertragen
(1804) von Daten in dem Durchlassband mittels
der zusätzlichen Frequenzen ohne auf der ent-
sprechenden Frequenz zu übertragen; und
Gleichzeitiges Übertragen (1806) während ei-
ner zweiten Zeitdauer in dem Durchlassband
mittels sowohl der zusätzlichen Frequenzen als
auch der entsprechenden Frequenz; dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass die zweite Zeitdauer
mindestens zehn Mal länger als die erste Zeit-
dauer ist.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die erste und die
zweite Zeitdauer eine feste zeitliche Beziehung zu-
einander haben und auf einer regelmäßigen Basis
wiederkehren.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das besagte Sy-
stem ein Orthogonal-Frequenzmultiplex-System
(OFDM) ist und wobei mindestens einhundert zu-
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sätzliche Frequenzen existieren.

4. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Basisstation
in einem Othogonal-Frequenzmultiplex-System
(OFDM) arbeitet, wobei OFDM-Symbole, die eine
Vielzahl von Frequenzen umfassen, von der Basis-
station im Durchlassband übertragen werden, jedes
OFDM-Symbol als besagtes Durchlassband-Signal
übertragen wird, und ein erster Teilbereich des be-
sagten Durchlassband-Signals von einem ersten
drahtlosen Gerät zum Umwandeln des besagten er-
sten Teilbereichs in ein erstes Basisband-Signal
empfangen und verarbeitet wird, wobei eine erste
Gleichstromfrequenz im ersten Durchlassband exi-
stiert und eine erste entsprechende Frequenz im be-
sagten ersten Teilbereich existiert, wobei der erste
Teilbereich einen ersten Satz von zusätzlichen Fre-
quenzen zusätzlich zu der ersten entsprechenden
Frequenz umfasst, wobei das Verfahren umfasst:

Übertragen von Daten im ersten Durch-
lassbandbereich während einer ersten Zeitdau-
er mittels des ersten Satzes von zusätzlichen
Frequenzen ohne auf der ersten entsprechen-
den Frequenz zu übertragen; und
Gleichzeitiges Übertragen von Daten während
einer zweiten Zeitdauer in dem ersten Durch-
lassbandbereich mittels von sowohl des ersten
Satzes von zusätzlichen Frequenzen als auch
der ersten entsprechenden Frequenz.

5. Verfahren nach Anspruch 4, wobei die erste Zeit-
dauer mindestens eine Übertragungszeitdauer ei-
nes OFDM-Symbols umfasst und die zweite Zeit-
dauer eine Vielzahl von Übertragungszeitdauern ei-
nes OFDM-Symbols umfassen, wobei die Dauer der
ersten und der zweiten Zeitdauern eine feste zeitli-
che Beziehung zueinander haben und auf einer re-
gelmäßigen Basis wiederkehren.

6. Verfahren nach Anspruch 5, wobei die zweite Zeit-
dauer mindestens zehn Mal länger als die erste Zeit-
dauer ist.

7. Verfahren nach Anspruch 4, wobei ein zweiter Teil-
bereich des Durchlassband-Signals von einem zwei-
ten drahtlosen Gerät zum Umwandeln des zweiten
Bereichs in ein zweites Durchlassband-Signal emp-
fangen und verarbeitet wird, eine zweite Gleich-
stromfrequenz im zweiten Durchlassband existiert
und eine zweite entsprechende Frequenz im zweiten
Signalteilbereich existiert, wobei der zweite Signal-
teilbereich einen zweiten Satz von zusätzlichen Fre-
quenzen zusätzlich zu der zweiten entsprechenden
Frequenz umfasst, wobei das Verfahren umfasst:

Übertragen von Daten während einer dritten
Zeitdauer im zweiten Durchlassbandteilbereich

mittels des zweiten Satzes von zusätzlichen
Frequenzen ohne auf der zweiten entsprechen-
den Frequenz zu übertragen; und
Gleichzeitiges Übertragen während einer vier-
ten Zeitdauer in dem zweiten Durchlassband-
teilbereich mittels sowohl des zweiten Satzes
von zusätzlichen Frequenzen als auch der zwei-
ten entsprechenden Frequenz.

8. Verfahren nach Anspruch 7, wobei ein dritter Teil
des Durchlassband-Signals von einem dritten draht-
losen Gerät zum Umwandeln des dritten Teils in ein
drittes Durchlassband-Signal empfangen und verar-
beitet wird, wobei eine dritte Gleichstromfrequenz
im dritten Durchlassband existiert und eine dritte ent-
sprechende Frequenz im dritten Signalteilbereich
existiert, wobei der dritte Signalteilbereich einen drit-
ten Satz von zusätzlichen Frequenzen zusätzlich zu
der dritten entsprechen Frequenz umfasst, wobei
das Verfahren umfasst:

Übertragen von Daten im dritten Durch-
lassbandteilbereich während einer fünften Zeit-
dauer, mittels des dritten Satzes von zusätzli-
chen Frequenzen, ohne auf der dritten entspre-
chenden Frequenz zu übertragen; und
Gleichzeitiges Übertragen von Daten im dritten
Durchlassbandteilbereich während einer sech-
sten Zeitdauer, mittels sowohl des dritten Sat-
zes von zusätzlichen Frequenzen als auch der
dritten entsprechenden Frequenz.

9. Verfahren nach Anspruch 8, wobei jeder der ersten,
zweiten und dritten Teilbereiche unterschiedlichen
Frequenzblöcken innerhalb eines OFDM-Symbols
entspricht.

10. Verfahren nach Anspruch 9, wobei besagte erste,
zweite und dritte Signalteilbereiche die gleiche An-
zahl von Frequenzen umfassen.

11. Verfahren nach Anspruch 10, wobei die Anzahl der
Frequenzen eine ungerade Zahl größer als einhun-
dert ist, wobei die gesamte Anzahl von Frequenzen
im besagten OFDM-Symbol mindestens dreihundert
und drei ist.

12. Verfahren nach Anspruch 8, wobei die zweite, die
vierte, und die sechste Zeitdauer jeweils mehrere
Symbolübertragungszeitdauem umfassen und län-
ger als jede ersten, dritten und fünften Zeitdauern
sind.

13. Verfahren nach Anspruch 12, wobei die erste, die
dritte, und die fünfte Zeitdauer gleich sind.

14. Verfahren nach Anspruch 13, wobei die zweite, die
vierte, und die sechste Zeitdauer gleich sind.
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15. Verfahren nach Anspruch 14, wobei jede der Zeit-
dauern auf einer regelmäßigen Basis wiederkehrt.

16. Basisstation (3200) für ein Frequenzmultiplex-Sy-
stem, wobei die Basisstation betriebsbereit ist, um
Signale in einem Durchlassband zu übertragen, wo-
bei die Signale von einem drahtlosen Gerät zum Um-
wandeln des Durchlassband-Signals in ein Basis-
band-Signal empfangen und verarbeitet werden,
wobei eine Gleichstromfrequenz im Basisband exi-
stiert und eine entsprechende Frequenz im Durch-
lassband existiert, wobei das Durchlassband zusätz-
liche Frequenzen zusätzlich zu der entsprechenden
Frequenz umfasst, wobei die Basisstation umfasst:

einen Basisstationssender (3204) zum Übertra-
gen von Signalen auf der entsprechenden Fre-
quenz und den zusätzlichen Frequenzen; und
ein Übertragungssteuerungsmodul (3226) zum
Steuern des Basisstationssenders, um Signale
im Durchlassband mittels zusätzlichen Fre-
quenzen zu übertragen, ohne auf der besagten
Frequenz während einer ersten Zeitdauer zu
übertragen, und zum Steuern des Senders um
gleichzeitig während einer zweiten Zeitdauer im
Durchlassband mittels sowohl der zusätzlichen
Frequenzen als auch der entsprechenden Fre-
quenz zu übertragen; dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass die erste und die zweite Zeitdauern
auf einer vorbestimmten Basis wiederholt wer-
den, und die zweite Zeitdauer mindestens zehn
Mal länger als die erste Zeitdauer ist.

17. Basisstation nach Anspruch 16, wobei die erste und
die zweite Zeitdauer eine feste zeitliche Beziehung
zueinander haben und auf einer regelmäßigen Basis
wiederkehren.

18. Basisstation nach Anspruch 16, ferner aufweisend
gespeicherten Daten, wobei die gespeicherten Da-
ten, Daten bezüglich der zeitlichen Struktur auf der
Abwärtsstrecke umfassen, die eine Beziehung zwi-
schen den ersten und den zweiten Zeitdauern an-
zeigen.

19. Basisstation nach Anspruch 18, wobei die gespei-
cherten Daten die entsprechende Frequenz identifi-
zieren; und wobei die entsprechende Frequenz die
Mittelfrequenz in einem Frequenzblock auf der Ab-
wärtsstrecke ist, der zusätzliche Frequenzen und die
entsprechende Frequenz umfasst.

20. Basisstation nach Anspruch 19, wobei der Sender
ein Orthogonal-Frequenzmultiplex-Sender (OFDM)
ist, und wobei der Frequenzblock auf der Abwärts-
strecke mindestens einhundertunddreizehn Fre-
quenzen umfasst.

21. Basisstation nach Anspruch 18, wobei der Sender
ein Orthogonal-Frequenzmultiplex-Sender (OFDM)
ist, der betriebsbereit ist, um mindestens einhundert
zusätzliche Frequenzen parallel zu der entsprechen-
den Frequenz während der zweiten Zeitdauer zu
übertragen.

Revendications

1. Un procédé (1800) pour faire fonctionner une station
de base dans un système à multiplexage par répar-
tition en fréquences dans lequel des signaux sont
émis dans une bande passante par la station de base
et sont reçus et traités par un terminal sans fil pour
convertir ledit signal en bande passante en un signal
en bande de base, une tonalité en continu existant
dans ladite bande de base et une tonalité correspon-
dante existant dans ladite bande passante, la bande
passante incluant des tonalités additionnelles en
plus de ladite tonalité correspondante, le procédé
comprenant :

l’émission (1804) durant une première période
de temps de données dans ladite bande pas-
sante en utilisant lesdites tonalités additionnel-
les sans émettre sur la tonalité correspondante ;
et
l’émission simultanée (1806) durant une secon-
de période de temps dans ladite bande passante
en utilisant à la fois lesdites tonalités addition-
nelles et ladite tonalité correspondante ;
caractérisé en ce que la seconde période de
temps est au moins dix fois plus longue que la
première période de temps.

2. Le procédé de la revendication 1, dans lequel lesdi-
tes première et seconde périodes de temps sont en
relation temporelle fixe l’une par rapport à l’autre et
sont récurrentes sur une base périodique.

3. Le procédé de la revendication 1, dans lequel ledit
système est un système à multiplexage par réparti-
tion en fréquences orthogonales (OFDM) et dans
lequel il y a au moins 100 tonalités additionnelles.

4. Le procédé de la revendication 1, dans lequel la sta-
tion de base opère dans un système de multiplexage
par répartition en fréquences orthogonales (OFDM)
dans lequel des symboles OFDM comprenant une
pluralité de tonalités sont émis dans ladite bande
passante par la station de base, chaque symbole
OFDM étant émis comme ledit signal en bande pas-
sante, et une première partie dudit signal en bande
passante doit être reçue et traitée par un premier
terminal sans fil pour convertir ladite première partie
en un première signal en bande de base, une pre-
mière tonalité en continu existant dans ladite pre-
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mière bande de base et une première tonalité cor-
respondante existant dans ladite première partie, la
première partie comprenant un premier ensemble
de tonalités additionnelles en plus de ladite première
tonalité correspondante, le procédé comprenant :

durant une première période de temps l’émis-
sion de données dans ladite première partie de
bande passante en utilisant ledit premier en-
semble de tonalités additionnelles sans émettre
sur ladite première tonalité correspondante ; et
durant une seconde période de temps l’émis-
sion simultanée de données dans ladite premiè-
re partie de bande passante en utilisant à la fois
ledit premier ensemble de tonalités additionnel-
les et ladite première tonalité correspondante.

5. Le procédé de la revendication 4, dans lequel ladite
première période de temps comprend au moins une
période de temps d’émission de symbole OFDM et
ladite seconde période de temps comprend une plu-
ralité de périodes de temps de transmission de sym-
bole OFDM, la durée desdites première et seconde
périodes de temps étant en relation temporelle fixe
l’une par rapport à l’autre et étant réitérée sur une
base répétitive.

6. Le procédé de la revendication 5, dans lequel la se-
conde période de temps est au moins dix fois plus
longue que la première période de temps.

7. Le procédé de la revendication 4, dans lequel une
seconde partie dudit signal en bande passante doit
être reçue et traitée par un second terminal sans fil
pour convertir ladite seconde partie en un second
signal en bande de base, une seconde tonalité en
continu existant dans ladite seconde bande de base
et une seconde tonalité correspondante existant
dans ladite seconde partie du signal, la seconde par-
tie du signal comprenant un second ensemble de
tonalités additionnelles en plus de ladite seconde
tonalité correspondante, le procédé comprenant :

durant une troisième période de temps l’émis-
sion de données dans ladite seconde partie de
bande passante en utilisant ledit second ensem-
ble de tonalités additionnelles sans émettre sur
ladite seconde tonalité correspondante ; et
durant une quatrième période de temps l’émis-
sion simultanée de données dans ladite secon-
de partie de bande passante en utilisant à la fois
ledit second ensemble de tonalités additionnel-
les et ladite seconde tonalité correspondante.

8. Le procédé de la revendication 7, dans lequel une
troisième partie dudit signal en bande passante doit
être reçue et traitée par un troisième terminal sans
fil pour convertir ladite troisième partie en un troisiè-

me signal en bande de base, une troisième tonalité
en continu existant dans ladite troisième bande de
base et une troisième tonalité correspondante exis-
tant dans ladite troisième partie du signal, la troisiè-
me partie du signal comprenant un troisième ensem-
ble de tonalités additionnelles en plus de ladite troi-
sième tonalité correspondante, le procédé
comprenant :

durant une cinquième période de temps l’émis-
sion de données dans ladite troisième partie de
bande passante en utilisant ledit troisième en-
semble de tonalités additionnelles sans émettre
sur ladite troisième tonalité correspondante ; et
durant une sixième période de temps l’émission
simultanée de données dans ladite troisième
partie de bande passante en utilisant à la fois
ledit troisième ensemble de tonalités addition-
nelles et ladite troisième tonalité correspondan-
te.

9. Le procédé de la revendication 8, dans lequel cha-
cune des première, seconde et troisième parties cor-
respondent à différents blocs de tonalités au sein
d’un symbole OFDM.

10. Le procédé de la revendication 9, dans lequel lesdi-
tes première, seconde et troisième parties de signal
incluent le même nombre de tonalités.

11. Le procédé de la revendication 10, dans lequel ledit
nombre de tonalités est un nombre impair supérieur
à 100, le nombre total de tonalités dans ledit symbole
OFDM étant d’au moins 303.

12. Le procédé de la revendication 8, dans lequel lesdi-
tes seconde, quatrième et sixième périodes de
temps comprennent chacune des périodes de temps
d’émission de symboles multiples et ont une durée
plus longue qu’une quelconque desdites première,
troisième et cinquième périodes de temps.

13. Le procédé de la revendication 12, dans lequel les-
dites première, troisième et cinquième périodes de
temps sont les mêmes.

14. Le procédé de la revendication 13, dans lequel les-
dites seconde, quatrième et sixième périodes de
temps sont les mêmes.

15. Le procédé de la revendication 14, dans lequel cha-
cune desdites périodes de temps est récurrente sur
une base périodique.

16. Une station de base (3200) pour un système multi-
plexé à répartition en fréquences dans lequel la sta-
tion de base est apte à émettre des signaux dans
une bande passante, où les signaux sont reçus et
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traités par un terminal sans fil pour convertir ledit
signal en bande passante en un signal en bande de
base, une tonalité en continu existant dans ladite
bande de base et une tonalité correspondante exis-
tant dans ladite bande passante, la bande passante
incluant des tonalités additionnelles en plus de ladite
tonalité correspondante, la station de base
comprenant :

un émetteur de station de base (3204) pour
émettre des signaux sur ladite tonalité corres-
pondante et lesdites tonalités additionnelles ; et
un module de contrôle d’émission (3226) pour
contrôler ledit émetteur de station de base pour
émettre des signaux dans ladite bande passan-
te en utilisant lesdites tonalités additionnelles
sans émettre sur ladite tonalité correspondante
durant une première période de temps et pour
contrôler ledit émetteur pour émettre simultané-
ment durant une seconde période de temps
dans ladite bande passante en utilisant à la fois
lesdites tonalités additionnelles et ladite tonalité
correspondante ;
caractérisée en ce que les première et secon-
de période de temps sont répétées sur une base
prédéterminée et la seconde période de temps
est au moins dix fois plus longue que la première
période de temps.

17. La station de base de la revendication 16, dans la-
quelle lesdites première et seconde périodes de
temps présentent une relation temporelle fixe l’une
par rapport à l’autre et sont récurrentes sur une base
répétitive.

18. La station de base de la revendication 16, compre-
nant en outre des informations mémorisées, lesdites
informations mémorisées comprenant des informa-
tions de structure de séquencement de liaison des-
cendante indiquant la relation desdites première et
seconde périodes de temps.

19. La station de base de la revendication 18, dans la-
quelle l’information stockée identifie ladite tonalité
correspondante ; et
dans laquelle ladite tonalité correspondante est la
tonalité centrale dans un bloc de tonalités de liaison
descendante incluant lesdites tonalités additionnel-
les et ladite tonalité correspondante.

20. La station de base de la revendication 19, dans la-
quelle l’émetteur est un émetteur à multiplexage par
répartition en fréquences orthogonales (OFDM) et
dans laquelle le bloc de tonalités de liaison descen-
dante comprend au moins 113 tonalités.

21. La station de base de la revendication 18, dans la-
quelle ledit émetteur est un émetteur à multiplexage

par répartition en fréquences orthogonales (OFDM)
qui est apte à émettre au moins 100 tonalités addi-
tionnelles en parallèle avec ladite tonalité correspon-
dante durant ladite seconde période de temps.
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