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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-23

A method of forming an underground structure, said method
comprising the steps of excavating soil and/or rock to a
sufficient extent to allow the formation one or more units
in position to form at lTeast two, spaced apart, linear
support structures, forming and/or exposing linear slide
tracks within or on said structures and advancing one or
more roof structures into the excavation with respective
opposing ends of each of the roof structures in contact with
at Teast one of the tracks and wherein material lying under
the one or more roof structures is then excavated to the
required depth of the underground structure.

With dependent claims 2-23.

2. claims: 24-26

A method of forming an underground construction, said method
comprising the steps of: installing support structures
including any of abutments or access tunnel or box, if an
access tunnel or box is provided installing piling under the
same to form abutments and piers, providing slide tracks on
each support structure, jacking roof structure units along
the support structures with a shield in front of the leading
roof structure unit, supporting and sliding the end portions
of the roof structure units along the tracks and, as the
excavation and shield is advanced, jacking further roof
structure units from a Taunch point at an end of the
structure and exposing the slide tracks by removing part of
the linear structure.

With dependent claims 25-26.

3. claims: 27, 28

A structure formed underground, said structure including at
least first and second substantially linear support
structures, said support structures including a series of
units, said support structures spaced apart and each having
a track formed therein, said tracks respectively receiving
an end portion of at least one roof structure such that said
at least one roof structure spans across the space between
said support structures and is supported by the same to
allow an excavated area thereunder to be defined to a
sufficient depth once fully excavated to allow the passage
of persons and/or transport means.

With dependent claims 28.

4. claims: 29-39
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

Apparatus for the formation of a tunnel structure in an
excavation, said apparatus comprising a plurality of support
structure units, supporting a roof structure therebetween,
said units formed and located such that when the same are in
position, the tunnel structure is created and wherein, there
is provided, in position between the external face of the
tunnel structure and the surrounding soil or rock, at least
one article in which a material is provided to aid the
formation of the tunnel structure and/or the stability of
the soil or rock around said tunnel structure.

5. claim: 40

Apparatus for forming a tunnel structure, said apparatus
including a plurality of support structure units advanced
and positioned in series so as to from the structure,
wherein said units include at, or adjacent to, at least part
of the external surface, a plurality of elongate tubes, said
tubes provided to receive lubricant and/or grouting material
therein.

6. claims: 41-45

A method of forming a tunnel structure, said method
comprising excavating soil or rock to form a path along
which the tunnel structure is to be formed, inserting, as
the excavation takes place, a series of units, to form
support structure and/or a roof structure, and wherein, as
the units are inserted, at least one article is also
inserted and positioned at the interface between the
external face of the units and the surrounding soil or rock,
said article provided to receive lubricant and/or grouting
material.

With dependent claims 42-45.
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