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FIG. 1
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(57) Abstract: An article of footwear that has an upper attached to a sole structure. The sole structure includes a midsole that is
positioned between an insole and an outsole. The article of footwear also includes a plate that is removably received within a cavity
formed within the midsole. The insole is configured to cover the plate within the cavity. The plate includes a reinforcing member that
comprises carbon fiber.
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AMENDED CLAIMS
received by the International Bureau on 22 March 2024 (22.03.2024)

We claim:

1. An article of footwear, comprising:

an upper attached to a sole structure, wherein the sole structure includes a
midsole that is positioned between an insole and an outsole; and

a plate that is removably received within a cavity formed within the midsole,
wherein the insole is configured to cover the plate within the cavity, wherein a slot is
formed in a side of the midsole and configured for insertion and removal of the plate
through the sole structure, and wherein the plate includes a reinforcing member

comprising carbon fiber.

2. The article of footwear of claim 1, wherein the slot is in communication

with the cavity.

3. The article of footwear of claim 2, wherein the slot is positioned in a

heel region of the article of footwear.

4. The article of footwear of claim 2, wherein the slot is positioned in a

forefoot region of the article of footwear.
5. The article of footwear of claim 1, wherein the cavity comprises a cavity
wall, and

wherein a plurality of fingers extend from the cavity wall and into the cavity.

6. The article of footwear of claim 5, wherein the plurality of fingers are

configured to engage a portion of the plate disposed within the cavity.

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19)
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7. An article of footwear, comprising:

an upper attached to a sole structure; and

a plate that extends from a heel region to a forefoot region of the article of
footwear, wherein the plate is configured to be removably received within a cavity
formed within the sole structure, wherein an insole is configured to cover the plate
within the cavity, and wherein a slot is in communication with the cavity and configured

for insertion and removal of the plate through a toe end of the sole structure.

8. The article of footwear of claim 7, wherein the slot extends within the

heel region of the article of footwear.

9. The article of footwear of claim 8, wherein the slot extends along a

lateral side or a medial side of the article of footwear.

10. The article of footwear of claim 7, wherein the article of footwear further

comprises a flap.

11.  (Original) The article of footwear of claim 10, wherein the flap

comprises a notch on an interior surface of the flap.

12. The article of footwear of claim 11, wherein the flap is configured to

receive a portion of the plate within the notch in a closed state.

13. The article of footwear of claim 10, wherein the flap is integral with the

sole structure.
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14. A system for an article of footwear, comprising:

an upper attached to a sole structure, wherein a cavity is formed within the sole
structure and positioned between an insole and an outsole of the article of footwear;

a first plate having a first indicator and a first stiffness value, wherein the first
indicator is configured to indicate the first stiffness value; and

a second plate having a second indicator and a second stiffness value, wherein
the second indicator is configured to indicate the second stiffness value,

wherein the first plate and the second plate are configured to be interchangeably

received within the cavity of the article of footwear.

15.  The system for the article of footwear of claim 14, wherein the first plate
and the second plate are configured to be interchangeably received within the cavity of
the article of footwear via a slot, and

wherein the slot is positioned in a heel region of the article of footwear.

16. The system for the article of footwear of claim 14, wherein the first

indicator or the second indicator indicates a depleted condition.

17.  The system for the article of footwear of claim 14, wherein the article of

footwear comprises one or more markings that are machine-readable identifiers.

18. The system for the article of footwear of claim 17, wherein the one or

more markings connect a user to a digital platform when scanned by a user device.

19. The system for the article of footwear of claim 14, wherein the first

indicator or the second indicator is a machine-readable identifier.

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19)
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20. The system for the article of footwear of claim 19, wherein the first
indicator or the second indicator connect a user to a digital platform when scanned by

a user device.
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21. A method of using a modular plate system, comprising:

providing an article of footwear having an upper attached to a sole structure,
wherein a cavity is formed within the sole structure of the article of footwear and
positioned between an insole and an outsole of the article of footwear;

providing a first plate having a first indicator;

providing a second plate having a second indicator;

positioning the first plate within the cavity of the article of footwear;

cycling the first plate until the first indicator indicates a depleted condition; and

replacing the first plate with the second plate within the cavity of the article of

footwear.

22. The method of using the modular plate system of claim 21, the method
of using the modular plate system further comprising:

cycling the second plate until the second indicator indicates a depleted
condition; and

replacing the second plate with a third plate within the cavity of the article of

footwear.

23. The method of using the modular plate system of claim 21, wherein the

first indicator or the second indicator is a machine-readable identifier.
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STATEMENT UNDER ARTICLE 19 (1)

in the‘Wriﬁcn Opinion of 23 January 2024, claim 1 was rejected under PCT Article
33(2) for lacking novelty over D1 (US 2022/104584 A1), and claims 1-4 were rejected under
PCT Arxticle 33(3) for lacking an inventive step over D1 and D2 (EP 1854370 Al). However,
claims 5 and 6 were indicated as being novel and inventive over D1 and D2, and further in
view of Category X reference D3.(US 20‘1 8055143 Al) and Cate.g()ry A reference D4 (US
202105203? Al). No épinion was provided with regard to novelty, inventive step, and
industrial applicability of claims 7-23, which were indicated as allegedly lacking unity of
-invention and, thus, were not searched in the International Search Report of 23 January 2024,

Applicant notes that none of D1-D4 teach or suggest a slot formed in a side of the
midsole and configured for insertion and f‘emovai of the-pi%m through the sole structure, as
recited in amended claim 1. Claim 2 has been amended solely for antecedent reference to the
sole based on the amendment to claim 1. Theréf@reg none of téae cited references, alone or in
combination, teach or suggest each and every element of amended independent claim 1, and

claims 2-6 dependent thereon.
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