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The present invention relates to a hand truck '

. More particularly the invention relates to a hand
‘truck of the type used in transportmg bulky ob-

jects which are relatively easy to break or rupture.

In the handling and transporting of easily: 5

ruptured, bulky objects, many -factors combine
to make the job a difficult.one. For example,
linoleum is bulky, heavy, and yet is not sufficiently
sturdy so that it can be pried, hooked, or by socme
other similar operation moved onto known hand. j
trucks, push carts, or the like, whereby it can be
tzansported from one locallty to -another.

It is therefore one object of the present inven-
tion to provide a novel hand truck which will

simplify the handling: and transportmg of ouL{y 15

objects around warehouses

Another object of the mventlon is to prov1de a
novel hand truck whlch fac111tates the loading
and unloading of bulky obJects on the load sup-
porting platform thereof.

A further object of the invention is to provuie 120

a novel hand truck having means thereon which
will facilitate the loading and unloading of bulky
objects on the load: supporting platform thereof,

but which does not in any manner impair thu 795

operation of the hand truck as & txansportmg
device.

A . feature of the 1nvent1on is:'the provision of
a hand truck including a wheeled frame, a roller
rotatably mounted on at least one end of the,.

load supporting platform of the frame, and brake 30

means mounted on the frame and operatively
connected to the roller for selectwely brakmer the
same.

Other objects, features and many of the ‘at-. .

tendant advantages of this;invention will:be ap-"35

preciated readily as the same becomes under-
stood by reference to the following detailed de-
scription when considered in connection with the
accompanying drawings, wherem similar; parts in

each of the several figures are desighated by the 40

same reference numeral, and wherein:

Fig. 1 is a side perspective view of a novel hand
truck constructed in accordance with the inven-
tion;

Fig. 2 is a sectional view of the hand truck 46

shown in Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a side elevational view, partly in sec-
tion, of a roller means mounted on the hand
truck shown in Fig. 1; and

Fig. 4 is a cross sectional view of the roller 650

means shown in Fig. 3 illustrating the construc-
tion of the roller means and a braking means co-
operating with the roller means.

Referring now to Fig. 1 of the drawings, the

novel hand truck, which for the most part is of 65

214—350)
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standard construction, includes a frame, indi-
cated at 11, comprising a first member 12 hav-
ing a handle portion 13, and a second member
i4 having a handle portion 5. Second member
14 is parallel to and spaced from the first mem-
ber 12, and is connected therewith by means of a
plurality of cross bars {6 and a connecting web
or load supporting platiorm portion {7. The
load supporting platform portion 17 may have

10 @ recessed area centrally located therein to pro-

vide for retaining cylindrically-shaped objects,
such as a roll of linoleum, properly centered on
frame f{. In order that frame ({ be used as a
transporting device, a pair of wheels, one of which
is shown at {8, are rotatably mounted on oppo-
site sides thereof by means of a pair of meunting
brackets, one of which is shown at (9.

Mounted on the end of frame (1, adjacent the
end thereof to which wheels 18 are secured, is an
elongated roller 21 which is journsled on the
load supporting surface of the frame. As best
shown in Fig. 3, roller 2{ comprises a hollow
cylindrical body having a knurled surface and
having a respective one of a pair of enlarged
semi-spheres 22 and 23 secured to each of the
ends thereof. Roller 21 is rotatably mounted on
frame (i by means of a pair of semi-spherically-
shaped supports 24 and 25 which complementally
co~-act with the semi-spheres 22, 23, respectively,
to provide a rounded barrier on each of the ends
of roller 21, and which are preferably mounted
on a pair of upwardly bent extensions 26 and 27
projecting beyond the ends of the members {2
and 3.

By reason of the provision of the roller 2{ on
the end of the load support- platform 17 of the
hand truck, the loading of bulky objects, such as

- & roll of linoleum indicated at 28, onto. the load
-.supporting platform of the hand truck is greatly

facilitated.  With a hand truck thus constructed,
all that is required in order to load the object 28
onto the hand truck is that the end of the truck
be inserted under the end of the object to be
handled or transported in the manner shown in
Fig. 1 of the drawings. The operator’s end, or
handle portion i3, {5 of the truck is then pushed
downwardly so that object 28 may be easily rolled
upon the load supporting platform of the truck
in the manner shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings.
During this operation the barrier formed by the
co-acting semi-spheres on the end of the roller,
serves to prevent the object from rolling off the
end of the roller. While it is apparent that the
provision of roller 21 greatly facilitates the load-
ing of bulky objects on the load supporting plat-
form of the hand truek, it can be appreciated that
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an object, such as the roll of linoleum indicated
at 28, would not be securely retained on a truck
while being transported due to the fact that one
of its ends is supported by the roller and would
tend to slide off of the truck.

To overcome the above objection, a brake
means for selectively braking the roller 2i is
provided. As is best shown in Fig. 4 of the
drawings, the brake means preferably includes
2 pin 3I supported on the end of frame {{ by
means of a collar 32. Pin 31 is adapted to be
extended into any one of a plurality of apertures
33 formed around the periphery of the semi-
sphere 23 secured to the end of roller 21, @dhd
is guided into engagement with any desired one

10

4

ently known methods of handling and trans-
porting bulky goods.

Having thus described our invention, it is ob-
vious that various immaterial modifications may
be made in the same without departing from the
spirit of our invention; hence, we do not wish
to be understood as limiting outselves to the
exact form, construction, arrangement, and
.combination.of parts herein.shown.and described,
or’uses mentiongd.

What we claim as new and desire to secure

- by Letters Patent is:

15

of the apertures 33 by mesns of a peripheral "~

groove 34 formed in the semi-sphere 23 “The
end of pin 31 opposite the aperture engaging end
thereof is connected to one leg of a bell crank
35 pivotally mounted on frame (1. The re-
maining leg of bell crank 35 is cohnected to'a
connecting link 36 which is in turn connected
to one leg of a second bell -crank -37 pivotally
mounted on the handle portion 18 of frame 1.
The remaining leg of bell crank 37 is shéped to
form an operating handle for the biake means
thus formed. Connecting link 3§ is ‘normally
piased by a compression spring 38 which’ serves
to retain pin 2f in engagement with oneof the
gpertures 33 when the operating handle portion
of crank 87 is not compressed. ) )

By reason of the above construction, rotation
of the roller 2{ may be prevented when a load
28 is supported on the hand truck in the manner
shown in Fig. 2. To utilize the roller ‘21 ‘when
loading the object on the hand truck, sll that
is required is that the operating ‘handle ‘portion
of bell crank 37 be compressed against the han-
dle portion (3 of the hand truck. This action
results in pulling pin 21 out of engagement with
the aperture in which it had been ‘inserted, and
allows roller 21 to rotate freely on its support.
The object 28 may then be easily rolled on, or
rolled off of the load suppotting platform 17 of
the hand truck.

Trom the foregoing description, it can be ap-
preciated that the invention provides a ‘novel
hand truck which greatly simplifies the handling
and transporting of bulky objects in that “the
loading and unloading of such objects .on the
load supporting platform of the fruck ‘is facili-
tated by the provision of a roller on the end of
the load supporting platform of the truck. Be-
cause of the provision of brake means ‘for -se-
lectively braking the above mentioned roller, the
roller may be utilized without impairing the nor-
mal operation of the hand truck as a transport-
ing device. Consequently, it can be appreciated
that the invention provides a new and novel
hand truck which will greatly improve the pres-
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A hand truck including in combination a frame
.comprising a pair of spbaced parallel members
having handle portions and joined together by
an interconnecting load supporting portion, said
1oad -stipporting -portion having a recessed area
for retaining tubular loads in place, wheels ro-
tatably mounted on the ends of said members
opposite said hgmdleﬁportions, an elongated roller
having a knufled surface rotatably mounted on
said members-on ‘thé ‘ends thereof adjacerit said
wheels, said roller having a plurality of apertures
‘spaced about the periphery ‘thereof, and brake
means for said roller comprising a pin adapted
o be extended into'said-apertures for selectively
preventing rotation of -said roller, a bell crank
pivotally mounted ‘onsaid frame and havig one
of the legs thereof connected to said pin, ‘a con-
necting “link “operatiyely ‘connected to the re-
maining ‘leg of said bell ‘crank, -a -second bell
crank pivotally mounted on’ the handle portion
of one of said ‘memnibers,said second bell crank
having one of the’legs thereof formed as a handle
grip and ‘the rémaining’ leg -thereof operatively
connected to said connecting link, and a com-
pression spring overatively -connected to said
connecting link for ‘normally biasing said pin
into “éngagement“with oheé of the apertures in
said roller. S T

'NOEL TESSIER.
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