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(57) ABSTRACT

Methods, systems, and storage media for providing multi-
cell, multi-point single user (SU) multiple input and multiple
output (MIMO) operations are described. In embodiments,
an apparatus may receive and process a first set of one or
more independent data streams received in a downlink
channel from a first transmission point. The apparatus may
receive and process a second set of one or more independent
data streams received in a downlink channel from a second
transmission point. The apparatus may process control infor-
mation received from the first transmission point or the
second transmission point. The control information may
include an indication of a quasi co-location assumption to be
used for estimating channel characteristics for reception of
the first set of one or more independent data streams or the
second set of one or more independent data streams. Other
embodiments may be described and/or claimed.
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METHODS, APPARATUSES, AND SYSTEMS
FOR MULTI-POINT, MULTI-CELL
SINGLE-USER BASED MULTIPLE INPUT
AND MULTIPLE OUTPUT TRANSMISSIONS

RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] The present application is a continuation of U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 15/873,629, filed Jan. 17, 2018,
and entitled “METHODS, APPARATUSES, AND SYS-
TEMS FOR MULTI-POINT, MULTI-CELL SINGLE-
USER BASED MULTIPLE INPUT AND MULTIPLE
OUTPUT TRANSMISSIONS,” which is a continuation of
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/928,759, filed Oct. 30,
2015, which is now registered as U.S. Pat. No. 9,906,344 on
Feb. 27, 2018, which claims priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119
to U.S. Provisional Application No. 62/119,386, filed on
Feb. 23, 2015, and to U.S. Provisional Application No.
62/147,972, filed on Apr. 15, 2015, both of each of which are
hereby incorporated by reference in their entireties.

FIELD

[0002] Implementations of the claimed invention gener-
ally relate to the field of wireless communications, and in
particular, providing downlink channels from neighboring
transmission points in Long Term Evolution (LTE) wireless
communications networks.

BACKGROUND

[0003] Current wireless communication standards are
based on antenna configurations including two transmission
antenna elements (referred to as “2Tx antennas”) based in
part on current deployment assumptions that typically rely
on 2Tx antennas at an evolved node B (eNB). Many eNBs
are likely to continue to include 2Tx antennas (referred to as
“2Tx eNBs”) in the near future due to high costs associated
with network deployment of eNBs with four antennas ele-
ments (4Tx) or eight antennas elements (8Tx). As a result,
in conventional single-point, single-cell multiple input and
multiple output (MIMO) transmission schemes, a maximum
number of transmission layers that can be simultaneously
transmitted to a user equipment (UE) is usually limited to
two transmission layers. Thus, in many cases, a UE is only
able to receive two downlink transmissions from a serving
eNB regardless of the reception capabilities of the UE.
[0004] UEs including four reception antenna elements
(referred to as “4Rx UEs”) are being developed and will
likely be deployed in the near future. Because most eNBs
may still include 2Tx antennas, these 2Tx eNBs may not be
capable of providing full utilization, in terms of the peak
data rate enhancements, for the 4Rx UEs.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0005] Embodiments will be readily understood by the
following detailed description in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings. To facilitate this description, like
reference numerals designate like structural elements.
Embodiments are illustrated by way of example and not by
way of limitation in the figures of the accompanying draw-
ings.

[0006] FIG. 1 illustrates a broadband wireless access
(BWA) network in accordance with various example
embodiments;

Dec. 5, 2019

[0007] FIG. 2 illustrates the components of electronic
device circuitry, such as user equipment (UE) circuitry
and/or evolved node B (eNB) circuitry, in accordance with
various example embodiments;

[0008] FIG. 3 illustrates example components of a UE
device, in accordance with various example embodiments;
[0009] FIG. 4 illustrates a process that may be performed
by a UE to determine quasi co-location (QCL) assumptions
for multi-cell, multi-point single user (SU) multiple input
and multiple output (MIMO) transmissions, in accordance
with various embodiments;

[0010] FIG. 5 illustrates another process that may be
performed by a UE to determine QCL assumptions for
multi-cell, multi-point SU-MIMO transmissions, in accor-
dance with various embodiments;

[0011] FIG. 6 illustrates another process that may be
performed by a UE to determine QCL assumptions for
multi-cell, multi-point SU-MIMO transmissions, in accor-
dance with various embodiments;

[0012] FIG. 7 illustrates a process that may be performed
by an eNB to facilitate multi-cell, multi-point SU-MIMO
transmissions, in accordance with various embodiments; and
[0013] FIG. 8 illustrates another process that may be
performed by an eNB to facilitate multi-cell, multi-point
SU-MIMO transmissions, in accordance with various
embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0014] The following detailed description refers to the
accompanying drawings. The same reference numbers may
be used in different drawings to identify the same or similar
elements. In the following description, for purposes of
explanation and not limitation, specific details are set forth
such as particular structures, architectures, interfaces, tech-
niques, etc., in order to provide a thorough understanding of
the various aspects of the claimed invention. However, it
will be apparent to those skilled in the art having the benefit
of the present disclosure that the various aspects of the
invention claimed may be practiced in other examples that
depart from these specific details. In certain instances,
descriptions of well-known devices, circuits, and methods
are omitted so as not to obscure the description of the present
invention with unnecessary detail.

[0015] Various aspects of the illustrative embodiments
will be described using terms commonly employed by those
skilled in the art to convey the substance of their work to
others skilled in the art. However, it will be apparent to those
skilled in the art that alternate embodiments may be prac-
ticed with only some of the described aspects. For purposes
of explanation, specific numbers, materials, and configura-
tions are set forth in order to provide a thorough understand-
ing of the illustrative embodiments. However, it will be
apparent to one skilled in the art that alternate embodiments
may be practiced without the specific details. In other
instances, well-known features are omitted or simplified in
order not to obscure the illustrative embodiments.

[0016] Further, various operations will be described as
multiple discrete operations, in turn, in a manner that is most
helpful in understanding the illustrative embodiments; how-
ever, the order of description should not be construed as to
imply that these operations are necessarily order dependent.
In particular, these operations need not be performed in the
order of presentation.
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[0017] The phrase “in various embodiments,” “in some
embodiments,” and the like are used repeatedly. The phrase
generally does not refer to the same embodiments; however,
it may. The terms “comprising,” “having,” and “including”
are synonymous, unless the context dictates otherwise. The
phrase “A and/or B” means (A), (B), or (A and B). The
phrases “A/B” and “A or B” mean (A), (B), or (A and B),
similar to the phrase “A and/or B.” For the purposes of the
present disclosure, the phrase “at least one of A and B”
means (A), (B), or (A and B). The description may use the
phrases “in an embodiment,” “in embodiments,” “in some
embodiments,” and/or “in various embodiments,” which
may each refer to one or more of the same or different
embodiments. Furthermore, the terms “comprising,”
“including,” “having,” and the like, as used with respect to
embodiments of the present disclosure, are synonymous.

[0018] Example embodiments may be described as a pro-
cess depicted as a flowchart, a flow diagram, a data flow
diagram, a structure diagram, or a block diagram. Although
a flowchart may describe the operations as a sequential
process, many of the operations may be performed in
parallel, concurrently, or simultaneously. In addition, the
order of the operations may be re-arranged. A process may
be terminated when its operations are completed, but may
also have additional steps not included in the figure(s). A
process may correspond to a method, a function, a proce-
dure, a subroutine, a subprogram, and the like. When a
process corresponds to a function, its termination may
correspond to a return of the function to the calling function
and/or the main function.

[0019] As used herein, the term “circuitry” refers to, is
part of, or includes hardware components such as an Appli-
cation Specific Integrated Circuit (ASIC), an electronic
circuit, a logic circuit, a processor (shared, dedicated, or
group) and/or memory (shared, dedicated, or group) that are
configured to provide the described functionality. In some
embodiments, the circuitry may execute one or more soft-
ware or firmware programs to provide at least some of the
described functionality. Example embodiments may be
described in the general context of computer-executable
instructions, such as program code, software modules, and/
or functional processes, being executed by one or more of
the aforementioned circuitry. The program code, software
modules, and/or functional processes may include routines,
programs, objects, components, data structures, etc., that
perform particular tasks or implement particular data types.
The program code, software modules, and/or functional
processes discussed herein may be implemented using exist-
ing hardware in existing communication networks. For
example, program code, software modules, and/or func-
tional processes discussed herein may be implemented using
existing hardware at existing network elements or control
nodes.

[0020] As used herein, the term “user equipment” may be
considered synonymous to, and may hereafter be occasion-
ally referred to, as a client, mobile, mobile device, mobile
terminal, user terminal, mobile unit, mobile station, mobile
user, UE, subscriber, user, remote station, access agent, user
agent, receiver, etc., and may describe a remote user of
network resources in a communications network. Further-
more, the term “user equipment” may include any type of
wireless/wired device such as consumer electronics devices,
cellular phones, smartphones, tablet personal computers,
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wearable computing devices, personal digital assistants
(PDAs), desktop computers, and laptop computers, for
example.

[0021] As used herein, the term “network element” may
be considered synonymous to and/or referred to as a net-
worked computer, networking hardware, network equip-
ment, router, switch, hub, bridge, radio network controller,
radio access network device, gateway, server, and/or any
other like device. The term “network element” may describe
a physical computing device of a wired or wireless com-
munication network and be configured to host a virtual
machine. Furthermore, the term “network element” may
describe equipment that provides radio baseband functions
for data and/or voice connectivity between a network and
one or more users. The term “network element” may be
considered synonymous to and/or referred to as a “base
station.” As used herein, the term “base station” may be
considered synonymous to and/or referred to as a node B, an
enhanced or evolved node B (eNB), base transceiver station
(BTS), access point (AP), etc., and may describe equipment
that provides the radio baseband functions for data and/or
voice connectivity between a network and one or more
users.

[0022] It should also be noted that the term “channel” as
used herein may refer to any transmission medium, either
tangible or intangible, which is used to communicate data or
a data stream. Additionally, the term “channel” may be
synonymous with and/or equivalent to “communications
channel,” “data communications channel,” “transmission
channel,” “data transmission channel,” “access channel,”
“data access channel,” “link,” “data link,” “carrier,” “radiof-
requency carrier,” and/or any other like term denoting a
pathway or medium through which data is communicated.

[0023] Embodiments herein relate to facilitating multi-
cell, multi-point single user (SU) multiple input and multiple
output (MIMO) transmissions wherein multiple transmis-
sion layers are provided to a UE by a neighboring or
non-serving cell or transmission point. The example
embodiments provide the following advantages: a multi-
cell, multi-point SU MIMO transmission scheme may
improve throughput or data rates in dense deployment areas,
such as an indoor environment or an relatively large urban
environment; a multi-cell, multi-point SU MIMO transmis-
sion scheme may provide load balancing by allocating
additional transmission resources to UEs from less loaded or
under loaded transmission points; and currently deployed
base stations (for example, eNBs) may not require upgrades
to include additional transmission antenna elements, thereby
saving network operator costs.

[0024] FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a broadband wire-
less access (BWA) network 100, according to an example
embodiment. BWA network 100 includes two UEs 105,
three eNBs 110 (eNB 110-1, eNB 110-2, and eNB 110-3 are
collectively referred to as “eNB 110”), and three cells 115
(cell 115-1, cell 115-2, and cell 115-3 are collectively
referred to as “cell 115”). The following description is
provided for an example BWA network 100 that operates in
conjunction with the Long Term Evolution (LTE) standard
as provided by 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP)
technical specifications. However, the example embodi-
ments are not limited in this regard and the described
embodiments may apply to other networks that benefit from
the principles described herein.
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[0025] Referring to FIG. 1, each of the UEs 105 (collec-
tively referred to as “UE 105”) may be physical hardware
devices capable of running one or more applications and
capable of accessing network services via a radio link
(“link”) with an eNB 110. UE 105 may include a transmitter/
receiver (or alternatively, a transceiver), memory, one or
more processors, and/or other like components. According
to various embodiments, UE 105 may include four reception
antenna elements (referred to as a “4Rx UE 105”). UE 105
may be configured to send/receive data to/from the eNB 110
via the link. UE 105 may be designed to sequentially and
automatically carry out a sequence of arithmetic or logical
operations; equipped to record/store digital data on a
machine readable medium; and transmit and receive digital
data via eNB 110. The wireless transmitter/receiver (or
alternatively, a transceiver) included in the UE 105 may be
configured to operate in accordance with one or more
wireless communications protocols and/or one or more
cellular phone communications protocols, such as 3GPP
LTE, 3GPP LTE-Advanced (LIE-A), and/or any other wire-
less communication protocols, including radio frequency
(RF)-based, optical (visible/invisible), and so forth. In vari-
ous embodiments, UE 105 may include wireless phones or
smartphones, laptop personal computers (PCs), tablet PCs,
wearable computing devices, autonomous sensors or other
like machine type communication (MTC) devices, and/or
any other physical or logical device capable of recording,
storing, and/or transferring digital data to/from eNB 110
and/or any other like network element.

[0026] The eNB 110 is a hardware computing device
configured to provide wireless communication services to
mobile devices (for example, UEs 105) within a geographic
area or cell 115 associated with an eNB 110 (for example,
cell 115-1 associated with eNB 110-1). The cell 115 may
also be referred to as a “serving cell,” “cell coverage area,”
and the like. The eNB 110 may provide wireless commu-
nication services to UE 105 via one or more links 120 for
each UE 105. As shown by FIG. 1, links 120 between eNB
110 and a UE 105 may include one or more downlink (or
forward) channels for transmitting information from eNB
110 to UE 105. Although not shown by FIG. 1, links 120
may also include one or more uplink (or reverse) channels
for transmitting information from UE 105 to the eNB 110.
The channels may include the physical downlink shared
channel (PDSCH), physical downlink control channel (PD-
CCH), physical hybrid automatic repeat request (HARD)
indicator channel (PHICH), physical control format indica-
tor channel (PCFICH), physical broadcast channel (PBCH),
physical uplink shared channel (PUSCH), physical uplink
control channel (PUCCH), physical random access channel
(PRACH), and/or any other like communications channels
or links used to transmit/receive data.

[0027] Invarious embodiments, eNBs 110 include a trans-
mitter/receiver (or alternatively, a transceiver) connected to
one or more antennas, one or more memory devices, one or
more processors, and/or other like components. The one or
more transmitters/receivers may be configured to transmit/
receive data signals to/from one or more UEs 105 within its
cell 115 via one or more links that may be associated with
a transmitter and a receiver. The eNB 110 or a transmitter of
an eNB 110 may be referred to as a “transmission point.” In
various embodiments, when BWA network 100 employs the
LTE or LTE-A standard, eNBs 110 may employ Evolved
Universal Terrestrial Radio Access (E-UTRA) protocols, for
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example, using orthogonal frequency-division multiple
access (OFDMA) for downlink communications and single
carrier frequency-division multiple access (SC-FDMA) for
uplink communications.

[0028] In many deployment scenarios, such as BWA net-
work 100, one or more of the eNBs 110 may only include
two transmission antenna elements (referred to as a “2Tx
eNB”) due in part to the prohibitive costs associated with
upgrading the eNBs 110 to include more than two transmis-
sion antennas. In conventional systems, each eNB 110 may
only be capable of providing single-point, single-cell MIMO
coverage for a UE 105, wherein only one serving cell 115 is
able to provide downlink transmissions to a UE 105 (for
example, eNB 110-3 serving a single UE 105 as shown by
FIG. 1). According to various example embodiments, a UE
105 may receive transmission layers, not only from a serving
cell 115, but also from one or more neighboring cells 115
that have available downlink resources. For example, as
shown in FIG. 1, a serving 2Tx eNB 110-1 may transmit two
transmission layers and a neighboring 2Tx eNB 110-2
having available downlink resources may also provide two
transmission layers, such that a total transmit of four trans-
mission layers are received by a 4Rx UE 105. By performing
such transmissions, a UE 105 may boost a peak data rate by
decoding up to four transmission layers at the same or
similar time, where some of the layers are transmitted by a
first service cell, for example, service cell 115-1, and other
layers are transmitted by neighboring cells, for example,
service cell 115-2. To spatially separate the multiple layers
on the same frequency, the 4Rx UE 105 may use four
reception antenna elements with a receiver capable of sup-
pressing the interference from the interfering layers. Such
receivers may be minimum mean square error interference
rejection combining (MMSE-IRC) receivers, reduced com-
plexity maximum likelihood (R-ML) receivers, symbol level
interference cancellation (SLIC) or code-word interference
cancellation (CWIC) receivers, and/or other like receivers.
Furthermore, in some deployment scenarios, the number of
layers from a single eNB 110 may be limited by propagation
characteristics of a channel, for example, a line-of-sight,
which may limit the number of MIMO layers to be trans-
mitted to two MIMO layers. For example, in the BWA
network 100, a serving eNB 110-1, which has more than two
antenna elements, may only be able to transmit two trans-
mission layers due to various propagation characteristics,
and a neighboring eNB 110-2 having available downlink
resources may also provide two transmission layers, such
that a total transmit of four transmission layers are received
by a 4Rx UE 105.

[0029] In other embodiments, the number of transmitted
layers may be different on different transmission points or
cells 115. For example, the eNB 110-1 may transmit two
(spatial) transmission layers and the eNB 110-2 may trans-
mit one transmission layer (not shown). In another example,
the eNB 110-1 may transmit two spatial transmission layers,
the eNB 110-2 may transmit one transmission layer, and the
eNB 110-3 may transmit one transmission layer when the
UE 105 is located in an area where all three of the cells 115
converge (not shown). Furthermore, although FIG. 1 shows
three eNBs 110, the example embodiments provide that a
neighboring cell may be provided by a small cell, such as a
femtocell, picocell, or any other suitable network element.
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The aforementioned transmission schemes may be referred
to as multi-cell, multi-point SU-MIMO transmission
schemes.

[0030] Multi-point transmissions may refer to transmis-
sions being carried out by multiple transmission points or
cells 115. When multiple transmissions points coordinate
with one another to provide multi-point transmissions, these
transmission points are considered to be a part of a collab-
orative multipoint (CoMP) transmission scheme. Current
CoMP transmission schemes include dynamic point selec-
tion and joint transmission. Dynamic point selection
includes transmitting from a single transmission point,
where the transmission point may be changed dynamically.
Joint transmission (also referred to as “joint processing” and
“cooperative MIMO”) includes simultaneous transmissions
from multiple transmission points, wherein each transmis-
sion point transmits on the same frequency in the same
subframe based on relatively extensive backhaul communi-
cations between the transmission points. For most CoMP
transmission schemes, it is typically assumed that a UE 105
receives all MIMO layers using quasi co-located UE-spe-
cific RS antenna ports, which implies that the precoding is
performed jointly by all transmission points.

[0031] Antenna ports are logical entities distinguished by
reference signal sequences. Multiple antenna port signals
can be transmitted on a single physical transmit antenna
element, and/or a single antenna port can be spread across
multiple physical transmit antenna elements. Antenna ports
0-3 are indicated by or otherwise associated with cell-
specific reference signals (CRSs), antenna ports 5 and 7-14
are indicated by or otherwise associated with UE-specific
reference signals (UE-specific RSs) (also referred to as a
demodulation reference signals (DMRSs)), and antenna
ports 15-22 are indicated by or otherwise associated with
channel state information reference signals (CSI-RSs). Cur-
rent specifications delineate that UE-specific antenna ports
used to transmit spatial layers are assumed to be quasi
co-located with one another.

[0032] The term “quasi co-located” means that two or
more antenna ports are said to be quasi co-located if large-
scale properties of a channel over which a symbol on one
antenna port is conveyed can be inferred from a channel over
which a symbol on another antenna port is conveyed. The
large-scale channel properties include one or more of delay
spread, Doppler spread, Doppler shift, average gain, average
delay, reception timing, and the like. When two antenna
ports are quasi co-located, a UE 105 may assume that
large-scale channel properties of a signal received from a
first antenna port can be inferred from a signal received from
a second antenna port. For example, when a UE 105 is to
decode a received PDSCH transmission, the UE 105 may
perform a channel estimation operation using an associated
UE-specific RS. In order to perform the channel estimation
operation, the UE 105 may need to know the large-scale
channel properties for that channel. Using the quasi co-
location (QCL) assumptions of the current standards, a UE
105 that is configured for transmission modes 1-9 may
assume that, for a serving cell, CRS antenna ports, CSI-RS
antenna ports, and UE-specific RS antenna ports are quasi
co-located.

[0033] A UE 105 configured for transmission mode 10
may operate according to two QCL types, for example, type
A and type B. When the UE 105 is configured as a type A
UE, the UE 105 may assume that the CRS, UE-specific RS,
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and CSI-RS antenna ports are quasi co-located, which is the
QCL assumption for transmission modes 1-9. When the UE
105 is configured as a type B UE, the UE 105 may assume
the CSI-RS antenna ports corresponding to a CSI-RS
resource configuration identified by higher-layer signaling
(for example, a radio resource control (RRC) signaling) and
the UE-specific RS antenna ports associated with the
PDSCH are quasi co-located. For the UE 105 configured for
transmission mode 10, the QCL type may be signaled to the
UE 105 by higher-layer signaling (for example, RRC sig-
naling). The QCL assumption of the current standards
implies that all transmission layers are transmitted from the
same transmission point, which means that only single-
point, single-cell SU-MIMO is currently supported by the
current standards.

[0034] In order to provide multi-cell, multi-point SU-
MIMO, example embodiments provide that the current QCL
assumptions for UE-specific RS are adjusted (or removed) in
order to accommodate channel characteristics for different
transmission layers being transmitted from different trans-
mission points. In some embodiments, the QCL assumptions
are adjusted only for UEs configured for transmission mode
10. Example embodiments provide for QCL assumption
adjustments because channels associated with different
transmission points may have different channel characteris-
tics, and thus, time and frequency synchronization errors
may occur if the UE 105 infers the channel properties
derived from antenna ports used for transmissions from a
first transmission point for antenna ports used for transmis-
sions from a second transmission point.

[0035] Although not shown by FIG. 1, each eNB 110 may
be part of a radio access network (RAN) or associated with
a radio access technology (RAT). In embodiments where
communications network 100 employs the LTE standard, the
RAN may be referred to as an evolved universal terrestrial
radio access network (E-UTRAN). RANs and their typical
functionality are generally well-known, and thus, a further
detailed description of the typical functionality of RAN is
omitted. Furthermore, although not shown by FIG. 1, the
BWA network 100 may include a core network (CN), which
may include one or more hardware devices, such as the one
or more servers. These servers may provide various tele-
communications services to the UEs 105. In embodiments
where BWA network 100 employs the LTE standards, the
one or more servers of the CN may comprise components of
the System Architecture Evolution (SAE) with an Evolved
Packet Core (EPC) as described by 3GPP technical speci-
fications. In such embodiments, the one or more servers of
the CN may include components such as a node including a
mobility management entity (MME) and/or a serving Gen-
eral Packet Radio Service Support Node (SGSN) (which
may be referred to as an “SGSN/MME”), serving gateway
(SGW), packet data network (PDN) gateway (PGW), home
subscriber server (HSS), access network discovery and
selection function (ANDSF), evolved packet data gateway
(ePDG), an MTC interworking function (IWF), and/or other
like components as are known. Because the components of
the SAE core network and their functionality are generally
well-known, a further detailed description of the SAE core
network is omitted. It should also be noted that the afore-
mentioned functions may be provided by the same physical
hardware device or by separate components and/or devices.

[0036] Although FIG. 1 shows three cell coverage areas
(for example, cells 115), three base stations (for example,
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eNBs 110), and two mobile devices (for example, UEs 105),
it should be noted that in various example embodiments,
BWA network 100 may include many more eNBs serving
many more UEs than those shown in FIG. 1. However, it is
not necessary that all of these generally conventional com-
ponents be shown in order to understand the example
embodiments as described herein.

[0037] FIG. 2 illustrates the components of electronic
device circuitry 200, which may be eNB circuitry, UE
circuitry, or some other type of circuitry, in accordance with
various embodiments. In embodiments, the electronic
device circuitry may be, or may be incorporated into or
otherwise a part of, a UE 105, an eNB 110, or some other
type of electronic device. As shown, the electronic device
circuitry 200 includes control circuitry 205, transmit cir-
cuitry 210, and receive circuitry 215.

[0038] According to various embodiments, the transmit
circuitry 210 and the receive circuitry 215 may be coupled
with one or more antennas to facilitate over-the-air trans-
missions with, for example, the eNB 110. For example, the
transmit circuitry 210 may be configured to receive digital
data from one or more components of eNB 110, and convert
the received digital data into an analog signal for transmis-
sion over an air interface by way of the one or more
antennas. The receive circuitry 215 may be any type of
hardware device that can receive and convert a signal from
a modulated radio wave into usable information, such as
digital data. Receive circuitry 215 may be coupled with the
one or more antennas in order to capture the radio waves.
Receive circuitry 215 may be configured to send digital data
converted from a captured radio wave to one or more other
components of the UE 105. It should be noted that the
transmit circuitry 210 and the receive circuitry 215 may be
collectively referred to as “signal circuitry,” “signaling cir-
cuitry,” and the like. In embodiments, the transmit circuitry
210 and the receive circuitry 215 may be coupled to the
control circuitry 205. In some embodiments where the
electronic device circuitry 200 is a UE 105 or otherwise a
part of a UE 105, the receive circuitry 215 may be a receiver
or a part of a receiver, such as an MMSE-IRC receiver, an
R-ML receiver, an SLIC or a CWIC receiver, and/or any
other like suitable receiver. The control circuitry 205 may be
configured to perform control operations described herein
with respect to the UE 105 and/or the eNB 110. The
components of the UE 105 circuitry may be configured to
perform operations similar to those described elsewhere in
the present disclosure with respect to a UE 105.

[0039] In embodiments where the electronic device cir-
cuitry 200 is a UE 105 or is incorporated into or otherwise
part of a UE 105, the antenna array may include at least a
first receive antenna and a second receive antenna. For
example, the one or more antennas may be an antenna array
that includes a first receive antenna, a second receive
antenna, a third receive antenna, and a fourth receive
antenna. The receive circuitry 215 may be configured to
receive a first set of one or more independent data streams
in a downlink channel of a first cell, for example, cell 115-1.
The receive circuitry 215 may be further configured to
receive a second set of one or more independent data streams
in a downlink channel of a second cell, such as cell 115-2.
The receive circuitry 215 may be further configured to
receive, from the first cell and/or the second cell, control
information that includes an indication of a parameter of the
first or second set of one or more independent data streams.
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The indication may indicate a QCL assumption to be used
for determining channel characteristics for reception of the
independent data streams. Furthermore, the control circuitry
205 may be configured to perform the processes described
herein, such as processes 400-600 described with respect to
FIGS. 4-6.

[0040] In embodiments where the electronic device cir-
cuitry 200 is a transmission point and/or downlink cell, or is
incorporated into or otherwise part of a transmission point
and/or downlink cell (for example, eNB 110-1 associated
with cell 115-1) the control circuitry 205 may be configured
to identify control information related to a parameter of a
first independent data stream that is to be transmitted by the
downlink cell or a second independent data stream that is to
be transmitted by another downlink cell (for example, eNB
110-2 associated with cell 115-2). In such embodiments, the
transmit circuitry 210 may be configured to transmit the first
independent data stream and the control information to a UE
105. The parameter may indicate a QCL assumption to be
used to determine channel characteristics for reception of the
first independent data stream and/or the second independent
data stream. The indication may indicate a QCL assumption
to be used for determining channel characteristics for recep-
tion of the independent data streams. Furthermore, the
control circuitry 205 may be configured to perform the
processes described herein, such as processes 700-800
described with respect to FIGS. 7-8.

[0041] FIG. 3 illustrates, for one embodiment, example
components of an electronic device 300. In various embodi-
ments, the electronic device 300 may be the same or similar
to UE 105 as described previously with regard to FIGS. 1-2.
In some embodiments, the electronic device 300 may
include application circuitry 302, baseband circuitry 304,
radio frequency (RF) circuitry 306, front-end module (FEM)
circuitry 308 and one or more antennas 310, coupled
together at least as shown.

[0042] The application circuitry 302 may include one or
more application processors. For example, the application
circuitry 302 may include circuitry such as, but not limited
to, one or more single-core or multi-core processors. The
processor(s) may include any combination of general-pur-
pose processors and dedicated processors (e.g., graphics
processors, application processors, etc.). The processors
may be coupled with and/or may include memory/storage
and may be configured to execute instructions stored in the
memory/storage to enable various applications and/or oper-
ating systems to run on the system.

[0043] The baseband circuitry 304 may include circuitry
such as, but not limited to, one or more single-core or
multi-core processors. The baseband circuitry 304 may
include one or more baseband processors and/or control
logic to process baseband signals received from a receive
signal path of the RF circuitry 306 and to generate baseband
signals for a transmit signal path of the RF circuitry 306.
Baseband circuity 304 may interface with the application
circuitry 302 for generation and processing of the baseband
signals and for controlling operations of the RF circuitry
306. For example, in some embodiments, the baseband
circuitry 304 may include a second generation (2G) base-
band processor 304aq, third generation (3G) baseband pro-
cessor 304b, fourth generation (4G) baseband processor
304¢, and/or other baseband processor(s) 304d for other
existing generations, generations in development or to be
developed in the future (e.g., fifth generation (5G), 6G, etc.).
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The baseband circuitry 304 (e.g., one or more of baseband
processors 304a-d) may handle various radio control func-
tions that enable communication with one or more radio
networks via the RF circuitry 306. The radio control func-
tions may include, but are not limited to, signal modulation/
demodulation, encoding/decoding, radio frequency shifting,
and the like. In some embodiments, modulation/demodula-
tion circuitry of the baseband circuitry 304 may include
Fast-Fourier Transform (FFT), precoding, and/or constella-
tion mapping/demapping functionality. In some embodi-
ments, encoding/decoding circuitry of the baseband circuitry
304 may include convolution, tail-biting convolution, turbo,
Viterbi, and/or Low Density Parity Check (LDPC) encoder/
decoder functionality. Embodiments of modulation/de-
modulation and encoder/decoder functionality are not lim-
ited to these examples and may include other suitable
functionality in other embodiments.

[0044] In some embodiments, the baseband circuitry 304
may include elements of a protocol stack such as, for
example, elements of an evolved universal terrestrial radio
access network (E-UTRAN) protocol including, for
example, physical (PHY), media access control (MAC),
radio link control (RLC), packet data convergence protocol
(PDCP), and/or radio resource control (RRC) elements. A
central processing unit (CPU) 304e of the baseband circuitry
304 may be configured to run elements of the protocol stack
for signaling of the PHY, MAC, RLC, PDCP and/or RRC
layers. In some embodiments, the baseband circuitry may
include one or more audio digital signal processor(s) (DSP)
304f. The audio DSP(s) 304f may include clements for
compression/decompression and echo cancellation and may
include other suitable processing elements in other embodi-
ments. Components of the baseband circuitry 304 may be
suitably combined in a single chip, a single chipset, or
disposed on a same circuit board in some embodiments. In
some embodiments, some or all of the constituent compo-
nents of the baseband circuitry 304 and the application
circuitry 302 may be implemented together, such as, for
example, on a system on a chip (SOC).

[0045] In some embodiments, the baseband circuitry 304
may provide for communication compatible with one or
more radio technologies. For example, in some embodi-
ments, the baseband circuitry 304 may support communi-
cation with an E-UTRAN and/or other wireless metropolitan
area networks (WMAN), a wireless local area network
(WLAN), a wireless personal area network (WPAN).
Embodiments in which the baseband circuitry 304 is con-
figured to support radio communications of more than one
wireless protocol may be referred to as multi-mode base-
band circuitry.

[0046] RF circuitry 306 may enable communication with
wireless networks using modulated electromagnetic radia-
tion through a non-solid medium. In various embodiments,
the RF circuitry 306 may include switches, filters, amplifi-
ers, etc., to facilitate the communication with the wireless
network. RF circuitry 306 may include a receive signal path
that may include circuitry to down-convert RF signals
received from the FEM circuitry 308 and provide baseband
signals to the baseband circuitry 304. RF circuitry 306 may
also include a transmit signal path that may include circuitry
to up-convert baseband signals provided by the baseband
circuitry 304 and provide RF output signals to the FEM
circuitry 308 for transmission.
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[0047] In some embodiments, the RF circuitry 306 may
include a receive signal path and a transmit signal path. The
receive signal path of the RF circuitry 306 may include
mixer circuitry 306a, amplifier circuitry 3065 and filter
circuitry 306¢. The transmit signal path of the RF circuitry
306 may include filter circuitry 306¢ and mixer circuitry
306a. RF circuitry 306 may also include synthesizer cir-
cuitry 3064 for synthesizing a frequency for use by the mixer
circuitry 306a of the receive signal path and the transmit
signal path. In some embodiments, the mixer circuitry 306a
of the receive signal path may be configured to down-
convert RF signals received from the FEM circuitry 308
based on the synthesized frequency provided by synthesizer
circuitry 306d. The amplifier circuitry 3065 may be config-
ured to amplify the down-converted signals and the filter
circuitry 306¢ may be a low-pass filter (LPF) or band-pass
filter (BPF) configured to remove unwanted signals from the
down-converted signals to generate output baseband signals.
Output baseband signals may be provided to the baseband
circuitry 304 for further processing. In some embodiments,
the output baseband signals may be zero-frequency base-
band signals, although this is not a requirement. In some
embodiments, mixer circuitry 306a of the receive signal
path may comprise passive mixers, although the scope of the
embodiments is not limited in this respect.

[0048] In some embodiments, the mixer circuitry 306a of
the transmit signal path may be configured to up-convert
input baseband signals based on the synthesized frequency
provided by the synthesizer circuitry 3064 to generate RF
output signals for the FEM circuitry 308. The baseband
signals may be provided by the baseband circuitry 304 and
may be filtered by filter circuitry 306¢. The filter circuitry
306¢ may include a low-pass filter (LPF), although the scope
of the embodiments is not limited in this respect.

[0049] In some embodiments, the mixer circuitry 306a of
the receive signal path and the mixer circuitry 306a of the
transmit signal path may include two or more mixers and
may be arranged for quadrature downconversion and/or
upconversion, respectively. In some embodiments, the mixer
circuitry 306a of the receive signal path and the mixer
circuitry 306a of the transmit signal path may include two or
more mixers and may be arranged for image rejection (e.g.,
Hartley image rejection). In some embodiments, the mixer
circuitry 306a of the receive signal path and the mixer
circuitry 306a of the transmit signal path may be arranged
for direct downconversion and/or direct upconversion,
respectively. In some embodiments, the mixer circuitry 306a
of' the receive signal path and the mixer circuitry 306a of the
transmit signal path may be configured for super-heterodyne
operation.

[0050] In some embodiments, the output baseband signals
and the input baseband signals may be analog baseband
signals, although the scope of the embodiments is not
limited in this respect. In some alternate embodiments, the
output baseband signals and the input baseband signals may
be digital baseband signals. In these alternate embodiments,
the RF circuitry 306 may include analog-to-digital converter
(ADC) and digital-to-analog converter (DAC) circuitry and
the baseband circuitry 304 may include a digital baseband
interface to communicate with the RF circuitry 306.
[0051] In some dual-mode embodiments, a separate radio
IC circuitry may be provided for processing signals for each
spectrum, although the scope of the embodiments is not
limited in this respect.
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[0052] In some embodiments, the synthesizer circuitry
3064 may be a fractional-N synthesizer or a fractional
N/N+1 synthesizer, although the scope of the embodiments
is not limited in this respect, as other types of frequency
synthesizers may be suitable. For example, synthesizer
circuitry 3064 may be a delta-sigma synthesizer, a frequency
multiplier, or a synthesizer comprising a phase-locked loop
with a frequency divider. The synthesizer circuitry 3064 may
be configured to synthesize an output frequency for use by
the mixer circuitry 306a of the RF circuitry 306 based on a
frequency input and a divider control input. In some embodi-
ments, the synthesizer circuitry 3064 may be a fractional
N/N+1 synthesizer.

[0053] In some embodiments, frequency input may be
provided by a voltage controlled oscillator (VCO), although
that is not a requirement. Divider control input may be
provided by either the baseband circuitry 304 or the appli-
cation circuitry 302 depending on the desired output fre-
quency. In some embodiments, a divider control input (e.g.,
N) may be determined from a look-up table based on a
channel indicated by the application circuitry 302.

[0054] Synthesizer circuitry 306d of the RF circuitry 306
may include a divider, a delay-locked loop (DLL), a mul-
tiplexer and a phase accumulator. In some embodiments, the
divider may be a dual modulus divider (DMD) and the phase
accumulator may be a digital phase accumulator (DPA). In
some embodiments, the DMD may be configured to divide
the input signal by either N or N+1 (e.g., based on a carry
out) to provide a fractional division ratio. In some example
embodiments, the DLL may include a set of cascaded,
tunable, delay elements, a phase detector, a charge pump and
a D-type flip-flop. In these embodiments, the delay elements
may be configured to break a VCO period up into Nd equal
packets of phase, where Nd is the number of delay elements
in the delay line. In this way, the DLL provides negative
feedback to help ensure that the total delay through the delay
line is one VCO cycle.

[0055] In some embodiments, synthesizer circuitry 3064
may be configured to generate a carrier frequency as the
output frequency, while in other embodiments, the output
frequency may be a multiple of the carrier frequency (e.g.,
twice the carrier frequency, four times the carrier frequency)
and used in conjunction with quadrature generator and
divider circuitry to generate multiple signals at the carrier
frequency with multiple different phases with respect to each
other. In some embodiments, the output frequency may be a
LO frequency (f; ;). In some embodiments, the RF circuitry
306 may include an IQ/polar converter.

[0056] FEM circuitry 308 may include a receive signal
path that may include circuitry configured to operate on RF
signals received from one or more antennas 310, amplify the
received signals and provide the amplified versions of the
received signals to the RF circuitry 306 for further process-
ing. FEM circuitry 308 may also include a transmit signal
path that may include circuitry configured to amplify signals
for transmission provided by the RF circuitry 306 for
transmission by one or more of the one or more antennas
310. In some embodiments, the FEM circuitry 308 may
include a TX/RX switch to switch between transmit mode
and receive mode operation. The FEM circuitry 308 may
include a receive signal path and a transmit signal path. The
receive signal path of the FEM circuitry may include a
low-noise amplifier (LNA) to amplify received RF signals
and provide the amplified received RF signals as an output
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(e.g., to the RF circuitry 306). The transmit signal path of the
FEM circuitry 308 may include a power amplifier (PA) to
amplify input RF signals (e.g., provided by RF circuitry
306), and one or more filters to generate RF signals for
subsequent transmission (e.g., by one or more of the one or
more antennas 310).

[0057] In some embodiments, the electronic device 300
may include additional elements such as, for example,
memory/storage, display, camera, sensor, and/or input/out-
put (I/O) interface (not shown).

[0058] Insome embodiments, the RF circuitry 306 may be
a receiver, or otherwise included in a receiver, such as an
MMSE-IRC receiver, an R-ML receiver, an SLIC or CWIC
receiver, and/or any other suitable receiver.

[0059] In embodiments where the electronic device 300 is
a UE 105 or is incorporated into or otherwise part of a UE
105, the one or more antennas 310 may include at least a first
receive antenna and a second receive antenna. For example,
the one or more antennas 310 may be an antenna array that
includes a first receive antenna, a second receive antenna, a
third receive antenna, and a fourth receive antenna. The RF
circuitry 306 may be configured to receive a first set of one
or more independent data streams in a downlink channel of
a first downlink cell, for example, cell 115-1. The RF
circuitry 306 may be further configured to receive a second
set of one or more independent data streams in a downlink
channel of a second downlink cell, such as cell 115-2. The
RF circuitry 306 may be further configured to receive, from
the first and/or second downlink cells, control information
that includes an indication of a parameter of the first or
second set of one or more independent data streams. The
indication (or parameter) may indicate a QCL assumption to
be used for determining channel characteristics for reception
of the independent data streams. Furthermore, the baseband
circuitry 304 may be configured to perform the processes
described herein, such as processes 400-600 described with
respect to FIGS. 4-6.

[0060] In embodiments where the electronic device 300 is
a transmission point and/or downlink cell, or is incorporated
into or otherwise part of a transmission point and/or down-
link cell (for example, eNB 110-1 associated with cell
115-1), the baseband circuitry 304 may be configured to
identify control information related to a parameter of a first
independent data stream that is to be transmitted by the
downlink cell or a second independent data stream that is to
be transmitted by another downlink cell (for example, eNB
110-2 associated with cell 115-2). In such embodiments, the
RF circuitry 306 may be configured to transmit the first
independent data stream and the control information to a UE
105. The indication (or parameter) may indicate a QCL
assumption to be used for determining channel characteris-
tics for reception of the independent data streams. Further-
more, the baseband circuitry 304 may be configured to
perform the processes described herein, such as processes
700-800 described with respect to FIGS. 7-8.

[0061] FIG. 4 illustrates a process 400 that may be per-
formed by a UE 105 to determine QCL assumptions for
multi-cell, multi-point SU-MIMO transmissions, in accor-
dance with various embodiments. In some embodiments, the
UE 105 may include one or more non-transitory computer-
readable media having instructions, stored thereon, which
when executed by the UE 105, cause the UE 105 to perform
the process 400. For illustrative purposes, the operations of
process 400 will be described as being performed by the UE
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105, which is described with respect to FIGS. 1-3. However,
it should be noted that other similar devices may operate the
process 400. While particular examples and orders of opera-
tions are illustrated in FIG. 4, in various embodiments, these
operations may be re-ordered, broken into additional opera-
tions, combined, and/or omitted altogether. In some embodi-
ments, the operations illustrated in FIG. 4 may be combined
with operations described with regard to other embodiments,
such as those illustrated by one or more of FIGS. 5-8 and/or
one or more operations described with regard to the non-
limiting examples provided herein.

[0062] Referring to FIG. 4, at operation 405 the UE 105
may process a first set of one or more independent data
streams received in a downlink channel from a first trans-
mission point. At operation 410, the UE 105 may process a
second set of one or more independent data streams received
in a downlink channel from a second transmission point.
Each independent data stream may correspond with a trans-
mission layer (also referred to as a “layer” herein). In some
embodiments, at least one independent data stream may be
transmitted by at least one antenna port of a plurality of
antenna ports associated with one or more reference signals,
such as UE-specific RSs of the first transmission point or the
second transmission point.

[0063] At operation 415, the UE 105 may process control
information received from either the first transmission point
or the second transmission point. At operation 420, the UE
105 may determine a QCL assumption to be used for
estimating channel characteristics for reception of the first
set of one or more independent data streams or for reception
of the second set of one or more independent data streams.
The control information may include an indication of a QCL
assumption to be used for estimating channel characteristics
for reception of the first set of one or more independent data
streams or for reception of the second set of one or more
independent data streams. According to various embodi-
ments, the UE 105 may not assume that the plurality of
antenna ports are quasi co-located with respect to at least one
of a Doppler shift, a Doppler spread, an average delay, or
delay spread. In some embodiments, the indication may
indicate that no QCL assumption is to be used, while in other
embodiments, the indication may indicate an appropriate
QCL assumption to be used. At operation 425, the UE 105
may estimate channel characteristics for reception of the first
set of one or more independent data streams or for reception
of the second set of one or more independent data streams
according to the quasi co-location assumption.

[0064] When the indication indicates that no QCL assump-
tion is to be used, and the UE 105 may assume the same
channel characteristics (for example, a same Doppler shift,
Doppler spread, average delay, and delay spread) over a
predefined set of physical resource blocks (PRBs). In such
embodiments, the UE 105 may perform channel estimation
for downlink channels from each transmission point sepa-
rately over the predefined set of PRBs. The predefined set of
PRBs may be a PRB bundling set. A PRB bundling set may
include two or more PRB bundles. Each PRB bundle may
include a number of contiguous or consecutive PRBs that
are scheduled for the UE 105. The UE 105 may assume that
the consecutive PRBs in a PRB bundle use the same
precoder for a corresponding PDSCH transmission from a
serving eNB 110. Each PRB bundle may have a number of
associated UE-specific RSs (for example, each PRB bundle
may be associated with 12 UE-specific RSs). In such
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embodiments, the UE 105 may perform a time frequency
tracking operation using a UE-specific RS transmitted indi-
vidually on each antenna port. The time frequency operation
may be used to determine a time frequency offset for each
UE-specific RS antenna port of each transmission point. In
some embodiments, the time frequency offset for each
UE-specific RS antenna port and/or transmission point may
be computed by joint processing of the PRBs bundled in a
PRB bundling set. Using the time frequency offset, the UE
105 may determine UE-specific RSs for a set of PRBs
transmitted from a transmission point.

[0065] When the indication is to indicate an appropriate
QCL assumption to be used, the indication may indicate that
individual transmitted UE-specific RS antenna ports (for
example, antenna ports 7-14) are quasi co-located with one
or more antenna ports associated with one or more other
RSs. The other RSs may include one or more CRS (for
example, antenna ports 0-3), one or more CSI-RS antenna
ports (for example, antenna ports 15-22), and/or one or more
discovery RS antenna ports (which may be used for discov-
ering signals broadcast by a smallcell base station). In such
embodiments, the eNB 110 may configure the UE 105 with
an appropriate QCL assumption. For example, the eNB 110
may provide configuration information through RRC sig-
naling or through physical layer signaling. For instance, the
QCL assumptions may be indicated to a UE 105 using a
“PDSCH resource element (RE) Mapping and Quasi-Co-
Location” indicator field included in a DCI format 2D
message or a new DCI format message (for example, a DCI
format 2E message). Furthermore, in some embodiments,
two or more “PDSCH RE Mapping and Quasi-Co-Location
Indicator” fields may be used in a DCI format 2D message
to indicate two or more QCL assumptions between subsets
of scheduled UE-specific RS antenna ports with CSI-RS
antenna ports and/or CRS antenna ports. In other embodi-
ments, two or more DCI messages may be sent to the UE
105, where each DCI message may indicate one or more
parameters associated with the transmission from a corre-
sponding transmission point. In such embodiments, the one
or more parameters may include a QCL assumption between
one or more UE-specific RS antenna ports and a higher layer
configured CRS resource and/or a CSI-RS resource associ-
ated with a transmission point.

[0066] By way of example, at operation 415 the UE 105
may receive one or more DCI Format 2D messages, each of
which may include a “PDSCH RE mapping and Quasi
Co-Location Indicator” field. At operation 420, the UE 105
may determine a resource element mapping using the infor-
mation contained in the two or more “PDSCH RE Mapping
and Quasi-Co-Location Indicator” fields. For example,
when the UE 105 is configured in transmission mode 10 for
a given serving cell 115, the UE 105 may be configured with
up to four (4) parameter sets by higher layer signaling to
decode PDSCH transmission(s) according to a detected
PDCCH/enhanced physical downlink control channel (EPD-
CCH) transmission(s) with DCI format 2D intended for the
UE 105 and the given serving cell 115. The UE 105 may use
the parameter set according to the value of the “PDSCH RE
Mapping and Quasi-Co-Location Indicator” field in the
detected DCI format 2D message for determining a PDSCH
RE mapping. The values of the “PDSCH RE Mapping and
Quasi-Co-Location Indicator” field may be as follows.
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TABLE 1

PDSCH RE Mapping and Quasi-Co-Location
Indicator field in DCI format 2D

Value of “PDSCH RE Mapping
and Quasi-Co-Location

Indicator” field Description

‘00” Parameter set 1 configured by
higher layers

‘01° Parameter set 2 configured by
higher layers

‘10° Parameter set 3 configured by
higher layers

‘117 Parameter set 4 configured by

higher layers

[0067] The parameters for determining PDSCH RE map-
ping and PDSCH antenna port quasi co-location are config-
ured via higher layer signaling for each parameter set
include “crs-PortsCount-r11,” “crs-FreqShift-r11,” “mbsfn-
SubframeConfiglist-r11,” “csi-RS-ConfigZPIld-r11,”
“pdsch-Start-r11,” and “qcl-CSI-RS-ConfigNZPId-r11.”
[0068] In addition to determining a PDSCH RE mapping
using the parameter set according to the value of the
“PDSCH RE Mapping and Quasi-Co-Location Indicator”
field, the UE 105 may use the value contained in the
“PDSCH RE mapping and Quasi Co-Location Indicator”
fields to determine the one or more other RSs that are quasi
co-located with one or more UE-specific RSs. For instance,
the UE 105 may use the indicated parameter set for deter-
mining PDSCH antenna port quasi co-location if the UE 105
is configured as a “Type B” quasi co-location type. For
instance, according to current standards, a UE configured in
transmission mode 10 for a serving cell is configured with
one of two quasi co-location types (for example, type A and
type B) for the serving cell by higher layer parameter
“qcl-Operation” to decode PDSCH transmissions according
to transmission scheme associated with antenna ports 7-14.
When the UE 105 is configured as a type A UE, the UE 105
may assume the antenna ports 0-3 and/or 7-22 of a serving
cell are quasi co-located with respect to delay spread,
Doppler spread, Doppler shift, and average delay. When the
UE 105 is configured as a type B UE, the UE 105 may
assume the antenna ports 15-22 corresponding to the CSI-
RS resource configuration identified by the higher layer
parameter “qcl-CSI-RS-ConfigNZPId-r11” and the antenna
ports 7-14 associated with the PDSCH are quasi co-located
with respect to Doppler shift, Doppler spread, average delay,
and delay spread.

[0069] According to various embodiments, the value of
the “PDSCH RE Mapping and Quasi-Co-Location Indica-
tor” field may also be used to indicate the PDSCH RE
mapping pattern for a transmitting cell. For example, the
resource elements used by CRS antenna ports may depend
upon a physical cell ID or a multicast/broadcast over a single
frequency network (MBSFN) subframe configuration. In
these cases, the PDSCH RE mapping may be determined by
the number of CRS antenna ports, a CRS shift in frequency,
and/or a MBSFN subframe configuration. The PDSCH REs
may also depend on the number of orthogonal frequency-
division multiplexing (OFDM) symbols used for control
channel transmission. Furthermore, CSI-RS transmissions
may also be different for different cells and/or transmission
points, and therefore, CSI-RS resource configuration may
also be used for determination of the PDSCH REs. As part
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of PDSCH RE mapping, a set of quasi co-located CRS and
CSI-RS antenna ports may be provided to indicate one or
more reference signals that may be used for estimation of
time-frequency offsets corresponding to a transmission
point. The estimated offsets may be compensated on the
received PDSCH and UE-specific RS using a suitable timing
and frequency offset compensation function.

[0070] FIG. 5 illustrates a process 500 that may be per-
formed by a UE 105 to determine QCL assumptions for
multi-cell, multi-point SU-MIMO transmissions, in accor-
dance with various embodiments. In some embodiments, the
UE 105 may include one or more non-transitory computer-
readable media having instructions, stored thereon, that
when executed by the UE 105, cause the UE 105 to perform
the process 500. For illustrative purposes, the operations of
process 500 will be described as being performed by the UE
105, which is described with respect to FIGS. 1-3. However,
it should be noted that other similar devices may operate the
process 500. While particular examples and orders of opera-
tions are illustrated in FIG. 5, in various embodiments, these
operations may be re-ordered, broken into additional opera-
tions, combined, and/or omitted altogether. In some embodi-
ments, the operations illustrated in FIG. 5 may be combined
with operations described with regard to other embodiments,
such as those illustrated by one or more of FIGS. 4 and 6-8
and/or one or more operations described with regard to the
non-limiting examples provided herein.

[0071] Referring to FIG. 5, at operation 505 the UE 105
may control reception of a first set of one or more indepen-
dent data streams in a downlink channel of a first transmis-
sion point that is associated with a serving cell 115. At
operation 510, the UE 105 may control reception of a second
set of one or more independent data streams in a downlink
channel of a second transmission point that is associated
with a non-serving cell 115. At least one individual data
stream of the first set of one or more independent data
streams may correspond to an individual layer, and the
independent data stream may be transmitted by at least one
UE-specific RS antenna port (for example, one or more of
antenna ports 7-14) of the first transmission point.

[0072] At operation 515, the UE 105 may control recep-
tion of control information from the first transmission point
and/or the second transmission point using one or more
reception antenna elements. At operation 520, the UE 105
may determine a QCL assumption to be used for estimating
channel characteristics for reception of the first set of one or
more independent data streams or for reception of the
second set of one or more independent data streams. In
various embodiments, the control information may include
an indication of a parameter of the first or second set of one
or more independent data streams. The parameter may be
indicative of a QCL assumption to be used for estimating
channel characteristics of the downlink channels providing
the first or second set of one or more independent data
streams. At operation 525, the UE 105 may estimate, using
the quasi co-location assumption, channel characteristics for
reception of the first set of one or more independent data
streams or for reception of the second set of one or more
independent data streams. The channel characteristics may
include Doppler shift, Doppler spread, average delay, and/or
delay spread. In some embodiments, the parameter may
indicate that no QCL assumption is to be used and that the
UE 105 may assume the same channel characteristics across
a defined set of PRBs (as discussed with regard to FIG. 4).



US 2019/0372731 Al

[0073] According to various embodiments, the indication
(or parameter) may indicate an appropriate QCL assumption
to be used. For example, the indication (or parameter) may
indicate that one or more UE-specific RS antenna ports may
be quasi co-located with antenna ports associated with one
or more other reference signal(s). The other reference sig-
nals may include one or more CRS antenna ports (for
example, antenna ports 0-3), one or more CSI-RS antenna
ports (for example, antenna ports 15-22), and/or one or more
discovery RSs.

[0074] In some embodiments, two or more PDSCH REs
mapping sets may be provided to the UE 105 so that the UE
105 may determine PDSCH REs mapping assumptions for
each MIMO layer transmitted by the corresponding trans-
mission point. For instance, the position of PDSCH REs
within a subframe may depend on the REs occupied by one
or more CRSs, which may be based on a cell ID of a
transmission point or cell 115. In some cases, if the trans-
mission of PDSCH on MIMO layers is performed from
multiple transmission points, where each transmission point
has a different cell ID, the PDSCH REs positions may not be
aligned across each of the multiple transmission points.
Therefore, in some embodiments, two or more PDSCH REs
mapping sets may be signaled to the UE 105 to determine
the PDSCH REs mapping assumptions associated with each
MIMO layer(s) transmitted by the transmission point. In
some embodiments, the two or more PDSCH REs mapping
sets may be used to determine the PDSCH REs assumptions
for MIMO layers associated with UE-specific RS antenna
ports. In such embodiments, the two or more PDSCH REs
mapping sets may be provided to the UE 105 using two or
more “PDSCH RE Mapping and Quasi-Co-Location Indi-
cator” fields in two or more DCI messages. In such embodi-
ments, each “PDSCH RE Mapping and Quasi-Co-Location
Indicator” field may provide an association of scheduled
MIMO layers (UE-specific RS antenna ports) with a PDSCH
RE mapping. In other embodiments, two or more DCI
Format 2D messages may be sent to the UE 105 to indicate
transmission parameters for scheduled layers including their
UE specific RS antenna ports and their PDSCH REs map-
ping.

[0075] FIG. 6 illustrates a process 600 that may be per-
formed by a UE 105 to determine QCL assumptions for
multi-cell, multi-point SU-MIMO transmissions, in accor-
dance with various embodiments. In some embodiments, the
UE 105 may include one or more non-transitory computer-
readable media having instructions, stored thereon, that
when executed by the UE 105, cause the UE 105 to perform
the process 600. For illustrative purposes, the operations of
process 600 will be described as being performed by the UE
105, which is described with respect to FIGS. 1-3. However,
it should be noted that other similar devices may operate the
process 600. While particular examples and orders of opera-
tions are illustrated in FIG. 6, in various embodiments, these
operations may be re-ordered, broken into additional opera-
tions, combined, and/or omitted altogether. In some embodi-
ments, the operations illustrated in FIG. 6 may be combined
with operations described with regard to other embodiments,
such as those illustrated by one or more of FIGS. 4-5 and 7-8
and/or one or more operations described with regard to the
non-limiting examples provided herein.

[0076] Referring to FIG. 6, at operation 605 the UE 105
may receive two or more sets of parameters associated with
PDSCH transmissions, wherein each set of parameters cor-
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responds to an individual transmission point. At operation
610, the UE 105 may receive an indication of one or more
transmitted layers and an association of the transmission
layers with one or more of the sets of parameters. At
operation 615, the UE 105 may receive the PDSCH trans-
missions in accordance with the sets of parameters.

[0077] A PDSCH parameter set may be used to derive
PDSCH REs, which are used by a transmission point to
transmit PDSCH transmissions. In some embodiments, a
PDSCH parameter set may contain the CRS parameters,
such as a CRS shift, cell identity, a number of CRS antenna
ports, and the like. In some embodiments, a PDSCH param-
eter set may contain parameters of non-zero power channel
state information reference signals (NZP CSI-RSs), such as
number of NZP CSI-RS antenna ports, a scrambling identity,
a pattern index, and/or the like. In some embodiments, a
PDSCH parameter set may be used to establish a QCL
assumption of CRS antenna ports and/or NZP CSI-RS
antenna ports with UE-specific RS antenna ports. In such
embodiments, the QCL assumption may be used to derive
channel characteristics, such as delay spread, Doppler
spread, time offset, frequency offset, and/or average channel
gain.

[0078] Each set of parameters may be signaled to the UE
105 using higher layer signaling, such as using RRC sig-
naling. Additionally, each PDSCH parameter set may be
provided to the UE 105 on a per-transport block basis. In
some embodiments, transport blocks may be transmitted
from different transmission points, and in some cases, from
the same transmission point. Since different transmission
points may have different PDSCH RFEs, a parameter may be
included in the “PDSCH RE Mapping and Quasi-Co-Loca-
tion Indicator” field of one or more DCI messages for each
transport block. The “PDSCH RE Mapping and Quasi-Co-
Location Indicator” field may include 2 bits in a DCI format
2D message as discussed above with regard to FIG. 4. In
other embodiments, a new DCI format (for example, a DCI
Format 2F) message may be used to indicate a QCL assump-
tion. The new DCI format may also include a “PDSCH RE
Mapping and Quasi-Co-Location Indicator” field to indicate
the QCL assumptions, or the new DCI format may include
another suitable field for indicating the QCL assumption(s).
[0079] The per-transport block indication may allow for
QCL associations of UE-specific RS antenna ports with
different CSI-RSs and/or CRSs transmitted by different
transmission points. Such QCL associations may be used for
time frequency offset measurements and compensation
according to a suitable time frequency offset estimation
function. The example of the association between layers and
1st and 2nd “PDSCH RE Mapping and Quasi-Co-Location
Indicator” fields is shown below for total number of layers
2-8.

TABLE 2

Association between layers and 1st and 2nd antenna poits

1st {PDSCH REs, QCL-ed 2"¢ {PDSCH REs, QCL-ed
CRS, CSI-RS} for the CRS, CSI-RS} for the
layers transmitted on layers transmitted on

Total Number  antenna ports (Transport antenna ports (Transport
of Layers block 1) block 2
2 7 8
3 7-8 9
4 7-8 9-10
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TABLE 2-continued

Association between layers and 1st and 2nd antenna ports

Ist {PDSCH REs, QCL-ed 2" {PDSCH REs, QCL-ed

CRS, CSI-RS} for the CRS, CSI-RS} for the
layers transmitted on layers transmitted on
Total Number  antenna ports (Transport antenna ports (Transport
of Layers block 1) block 2
5 7-9 10-11
6 7-9 10-12
7 7-10 11-13
8 7-10 11-14

[0080] Table 2 shows the quasi co-location of CRS
antenna ports and/or CSI-RS antenna ports for layers to be
transmitted on the specified antenna ports. For example, if a
PDSCH transmission with a total of 8 layers is scheduled for
transmission, then a set of first layers transmitted on antenna
ports 7-10 may be quasi co-located with first CRS antenna
ports and/or CSI-RS antenna ports, and a set of second
layers transmitted on antenna ports 11-14 may be quasi
co-located with second CRS antenna ports and/or CSI-RS
antenna ports. To simplify processing of the received
PDSCH transmissions, in some embodiments, some param-
eters associated with “PDSCH RE Mapping and Quasi
Co-Location Indicator” fields may be the same across two or
more transport blocks. For example, in such embodiments,
the UE 105 may assume a same PDSCH starting symbol for
two transport blocks, which may be set in accordance to the
first (or second) “PDSCH RE Mapping and Quasi-Co-
Location Indicator” field.

[0081] In other embodiments, “PDSCH RE Mapping and
Quasi Co-Location Indicator” fields may provide informa-
tion about PDSCH RE mapping on different layers, and the
QCL information for the layers associated with UE-specific
RS antenna ports may not be provided. In this case, UE-
specific RS antenna ports used to transmit layers of different
transport blocks may not be assumed to be quasi co-located.
Instead, the UE 105 may assume that UE-specific RS
antenna ports used to transmit layers of one transport block
are quasi co-located. The time-frequency tracking in this
case should be performed by the UE 105 independently on
different groups of UE-specific RS. For example, in accor-
dance with table 2, if PDSCH transmission with 4 layers is
scheduled, the UE 105 may assume QCL of antenna ports 7
and 8 or QCL of antenna ports 9 and 10, but not between
antenna ports 7-8 and 9-10. Such embodiments are based on
an assumption that UE-specific RS antenna ports are not
quasi co-located with one another. This assumption may
correspond to new QCL behavior that may be configured to
the UE 105 via higher layer signaling, such as RRC signal-
ing. In such embodiments, the UE 105 may assume that
there are no QCL assumptions only when the size of
resource allocation is above N resource blocks, wherein N=2
or N=3. In other embodiments, the UE 105 may assume
QCL between UE-specific and other reference signals such
as CRS and/or CSI-RS, e.g., corresponding to the serving
cell.

[0082] FIG. 7 illustrates a process 700 that may be per-
formed by an eNB 110 to determine and provide QCL
assumptions for multi-cell, multi-point SU-MIMO transmis-
sions, in accordance with various embodiments. In some
embodiments, the eNB 110 may include one or more non-
transitory computer-readable media having instructions,
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stored thereon, that when executed by the eNB 110, cause
the eNB 110 to perform the process 700. For illustrative
purposes, the operations of process 700 will be described as
being performed by the eNB 110, which is described with
respect to FIGS. 1-3. However, it should be noted that other
similar devices and/or network elements may operate the
process 700. While particular examples and orders of opera-
tions are illustrated in FIG. 7, in various embodiments, these
operations may be re-ordered, broken into additional opera-
tions, combined, and/or omitted altogether. In some embodi-
ments, the operations illustrated in FIG. 7 may be combined
with operations described with regard to other embodiments,
such as those illustrated by FIGS. 4-6 and 8 and/or one or
more operations described with regard to the non-limiting
examples provided herein.

[0083] Referring to FIG. 7, at operation 705 the eNB 110
may identify control information related to a parameter of a
first independent data stream that is to be transmitted by a
downlink cell associated with the eNB 110 or a second
independent data stream that is to be transmitted by another
downlink cell that is associated with another eNB 110. At
operation 710, the eNB 110 may transmit the control infor-
mation that includes an indication of the parameter to a UE
105 so that the UE 105 may determine parameters of
downlink transmissions. In various embodiments, the
parameter may be indicative of a QCL assumption to be used
for determining channel characteristics for obtaining the first
independent data stream or the second independent data
stream. For example, in some embodiments, CSI-RS
antenna ports may not be assumed to be quasi co-located
with one another, and the eNB 110 may use channel state
information (C SI) to assist the transmission of the first set
of one or more independent data streams. In such embodi-
ments, the control information may configure a UE 105 with
one of two CSI processes, a transmission point-specific CSI
feedback process or an aggregated CSI feedback process.

[0084] In the transmission point-specific CSI feedback
process, the CSI feedback for multi-point, multi-cell SU-
MIMO operation may include configuring the UE 105 with
two or more CSI reporting processes, where each CSI
reporting process contains one NZP CSI-RS resource for
channel measurement associated with one transmission
point. Each CSI process may represent CSI for one link 120
between the UE 105 and a transmission point. In such
embodiments, for each link 120, the UE 105 may provide
CSI feedback (for example, channel quality indicator (CQI),
precoding matrix indicator (PMI), rank indicator (RI), and/
or the like) to a corresponding transmission point. In some
embodiments, CQI reporting may be provided for aggre-
gated CSI-RS resource, which is combined from a set of
CSI-RS resources configured for the UE 105. The CSI-RS
resource aggregation may be provided by signaling the
CSI-RS resource indexes to the UE 105. Furthermore, each
CSI feedback process may yield different RI values, and
under current standards, a first CSI feedback process may
inherit the R values from a second CSI feedback process. In
such embodiments, the RI values of the second CSI feed-
back may be assumed for first CSI feedback process, while
the PMI and CQI would be determined independently
among the CSI feedback processes. In various embodiments,
an indication of the RI inheritance from a corresponding CSI
feedback processes may be also provided to another CSI
feedback process to calculate CQI based on the assumption
that precoding using PMIs were calculated for the CSI
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feedback processes. The CQI with aggregated CSI-RS
resources may be derived as an average CQI, where the
averaging is performed across different phases between
CSI-RS resources that comprise the aggregated CSI-RS
resource.

[0085] In the aggregated CSI feedback process, one CSI
reporting process is used, where the CSI process contains a
CSI-RS resource with antenna ports transmitted from all
antenna elements of the two or more transmission points. In
this case the existing QCL assumption for CSI-RS resource
should be relaxed and the UE shall not assume quasi
co-location between antenna ports of one CSI-RS resource.
In another embodiment, higher layer signaling may be used
to indicate whether the QCL assumption for a given CSI-RS
resource is valid or not. The eNB 110 may identify and
transmit to the UE 105 an indication related to aggregation
of CSI-RS antenna ports to be used for CSI reporting in
higher layer signaling, for example, RRC signaling.

[0086] According to various embodiments, generating the
control information may include a codeword to layer map-
ping to help control data rate assignments for each trans-
mission layer. For instance, one or more transport blocks
may be converted into a codeword, which may be used to
obtain one or more modulation symbols. These modulation
symbols may then be mapped to one or more antenna ports.
In some embodiments, where two or more DCI messages are
used to schedule PDSCH transmissions, the eNB 110 may
map each codeword to an individual transmission layer, such
that there is a one-to-one correspondence between each
codeword and each layer. In other embodiments, the eNB
110 may map a plurality of layers to each codeword, which
may reduce signaling overhead associated with indicating
the modulation and coding scheme.

[0087] Referring back to FIG. 7, once the control infor-
mation is identified and transmitted to the UE 105, at
operation 715, the eNB 110 may transmit a first set of one
or more independent data streams in a downlink channel.
[0088] FIG. 8 illustrates a process 800 that may be per-
formed by an eNB 110 to determine and provide QCL
assumptions for multi-cell, multi-point SU-MIMO transmis-
sions, in accordance with various embodiments. In some
embodiments, the eNB 110 may include one or more non-
transitory computer-readable media having instructions,
stored thereon, which when executed by the eNB 110, cause
the eNB 110 to perform the process 800. For illustrative
purposes, the operations of process 800 will be described as
being performed by the eNB 110, which is described with
respect to FIGS. 1-3. However, it should be noted that other
similar devices and/or network elements may operate the
process 800. While particular examples and orders of opera-
tions are illustrated in FIG. 8, in various embodiments, these
operations may be re-ordered, broken into additional opera-
tions, combined, and/or omitted altogether. In some embodi-
ments, the operations illustrated in FIG. 8 may be combined
with operations described with regard to other embodiments,
such as those illustrated by one or more of FIGS. 4-7 and/or
one or more operations described with regard to the non-
limiting examples provided herein.

[0089] Referring to FIG. 8, at operation 805 the eNB 110
may generate a set of independent data streams to be
transmitted in a downlink channel from an associated trans-
mission point. In various embodiments, the transmission
point associated with the eNB 110 may correspond with a
downlink cell 115 or one or more physical transmission
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antenna elements. At operation 810, the eNB 110 may
control transmission of the set of independent data streams
to the UE 105 using the one or more transmission antenna
elements. Fach independent data stream may correspond to
a single layer, and each independent data stream may be
transmitted using at least one antenna port associated with
one or more UE-specific RSs (for example, one or more of
antenna ports 7-14). The eNB 110 may receive CSI feedback
from the UE 105, which may be used by the eNB 110 to
generate and transmit the independent data streams. In such
embodiments, the eNB 110 may configure the UE 105 with
one of two CSI processes, such as the transmission point-
specific CSI feedback process or the aggregated CSI feed-
back process as discussed previously with regard to FIG. 7.
[0090] At operation 815, the eNB 110 may generate con-
trol information associated with the transmission point or
another transmission point indicating parameters for the set
of independent data streams. At operation 820, the eNB 110
may cause transmission of the control information using one
or more transmission antenna elements. The parameters may
be indicative of a quasi co-location assumption to be used
for reception of the set of independent data streams. In
various embodiments, transmitting the control information
may include signaling the quasi co-location of the UE-
specific RS antenna ports with one or more other reference
signals using two or more “PDSCH RE Mapping and
Quasi-Co-Location Indicator” fields according to the vari-
ous example embodiments described previously. Further-
more, in some embodiments, the eNB 110 may generate the
control information by mapping one codeword to one trans-
mission layer when two or more DCI messages are to be
used to schedule a PDSCH transmission. In other embodi-
ments, the eNB 110 may map one codeword to two or more
transmission layers associated with one or more independent
data streams of the first set of one or more independent data
streams or map one codeword to two or more layers asso-
ciated with one or more independent data streams of the
second set of one or more independent data streams. In
either embodiment, the control information may indicate
whether there is a one-to-one correspondence between each
codeword and each transmission layer, or if there is a
one-to-many correspondence between each codeword and
two or more transmission layers.

[0091] The foregoing description of the above implemen-
tations provides illustration and description for the example
embodiments, but is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit
the scope of the invention to the precise form disclosed.
Modifications and variations are possible in light of the
above teachings and/or may be acquired from practice of
various implementations of the invention. For example, the
described example embodiments pertain to facilitating
multi-cell, multi-point SU-MIMO transmissions. However,
the example embodiments may be extended to be applicable
for facilitating multi-cell, multi-point multiple user (MU)-
MIMO transmissions, for example.

[0092] Some non-limiting examples are provided below.
[0093] Example 1 may include at least one computer-
readable medium including instructions that, when executed
by one or more processors, cause a user equipment (UE) to:
process a first set of one or more independent data streams
received in a downlink channel from a first transmission
point; process a second set of one or more independent data
streams received in a downlink channel from a second
transmission point; process control information received
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from the first transmission point or the second transmission
point; determine a quasi co-location assumption to be used
for estimating channel characteristics for reception of the
first set of one or more independent data streams or for
reception of the second set of one or more independent data
streams, wherein the quasi co-location assumption to be
used is based on an indication within the control informa-
tion; and estimate channel characteristics for reception of the
first set of one or more independent data streams or for
reception of the second set of one or more independent data
streams according to the quasi co-location assumption. The
at least one computer-readable medium may be a non-
transitory computer-readable medium.

[0094] Example 2 may include the at least one computer-
readable medium of example 1 and/or any other one or more
examples disclosed herein, wherein at least one independent
data stream of the first set of one or more independent data
streams corresponds to a first layer, and the at least one
independent data stream is to be transmitted by at least one
antenna port of a plurality of antenna ports associated with
one or more UE-specific reference signals (RSs) of the first
transmission point.

[0095] Example 3 may include the at least one computer-
readable medium of example 2 and/or any other one or more
examples disclosed herein, wherein the indication is to
indicate that the plurality of antenna ports are not assumed
to be quasi co-located with respect to at least one of a
Doppler shift, a Doppler spread, an average delay, or a delay
spread.

[0096] Example 4 may include the at least one computer-
readable medium of example 3 and/or any other one or more
examples disclosed herein, wherein a same Doppler shift,
Doppler spread, average delay, and delay spread are
assumed over a predefined set of physical resource blocks
(PRB s).

[0097] Example 5 may include the at least one computer-
readable medium of example 3 and/or any other one or more
examples disclosed herein, wherein the indication is to
indicate that antenna ports of the plurality of antenna ports
associated with the one or more UE-specific RSs are quasi
co-located with one or more antenna ports associated with
one or more other RSs.

[0098] Example 6 may include the at least one computer-
readable medium of example 5 and/or any other one or more
examples disclosed herein, wherein the one or more other
RSs include one of cell specific RSs (CRSS), channel state
information reference signals (CSI-RSs), or discovery RSs.
[0099] Example 7 may include the at least one computer-
readable medium of example 2 and/or any other one or more
examples disclosed herein, wherein the indication is to
indicate quasi co-location of antenna ports of the plurality of
antenna ports associated with the one or more UE-specific
RSs with other RSs, and wherein the instructions, when
executed by the one or more processors, cause the UE to:
determine the one or more other RSs using two or more
physical downlink shared channel (PDSCH) resource ele-
ment (RE) mapping and Quasi Co-Location Indicator fields.
[0100] Example 8 may include the at least one computer-
readable medium of example 2 and/or any other one or more
examples disclosed herein, wherein the indication is to
indicate quasi co-location of antenna ports of the plurality of
antenna ports associated with the one or more UE-specific
RSs with other RSs, and wherein the instructions, when
executed by the one or more processors, cause the UE to:
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determine the one or more other RSs using two or more
downlink control information (DCI) format 2D messages,
wherein each of the two or more DCI format 2D messages
include at least one PDSCH RE mapping and Quasi Co-
Location Indicator field.

[0101] Example 9 may include the at least one computer-
readable medium of example 2 and/or any other one or more
examples disclosed herein, wherein the indication is to
indicate an RE mapping for the one or more independent
data streams of the first set of one or more independent data
streams and the one or more independent data streams of the
second set of one or more independent data streams, and
wherein the instructions, when executed by the one or more
processors, cause the UE to: determine the RE mapping
using two or more PDSCH RE Mapping and Quasi-Co-
Location Indicator fields.

[0102] Example 10 may include an apparatus to be imple-
mented in a user equipment (UE) comprising: an antenna
array that includes at least a first receive antenna and a
second receive antenna; one or more computer-readable
storage media having instructions; and one or more proces-
sors coupled with the antenna array and the one or more
computer-readable storage media, wherein at least one pro-
cessor of the one or more processors is to execute the
instructions to: control reception of a first set of one or more
independent data streams in a downlink channel of a first cell
using the first receive antennas; control reception of a
second set of one or more independent data streams in a
downlink channel of a second cell using the second receive
antennas; control reception of control information from a
first downlink cell using the first receive antennas or a
second downlink cell using the second receive antennas;
determine a quasi co-location assumption based on an
indication of the control information, wherein the quasi
co-location assumption is to be used for estimating channel
characteristics for reception of the first set of one or more
independent data streams or for reception of the second set
of one or more independent data streams; and estimate,
using the quasi co-location assumption, channel character-
istics for reception of the first set of one or more independent
data streams or for reception of the second set of one or more
independent data streams.

[0103] Example 11 may include the apparatus of example
10 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein at least one independent data stream of the first set
of one or more independent data streams corresponds to one
layer, and the at least one independent data stream is
transmitted by at least one antenna port of a plurality of
antenna ports associated with one or more UE-specific
reference signals of the first downlink cell, wherein the
plurality of antenna ports include antenna ports 7-14.
[0104] Example 12 may include the apparatus of example
11 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the indication is to indicate that the plurality of
antenna ports are not assumed to be quasi co-located with
respect to Doppler shift, Doppler spread, average delay,
and/or delay spread, and a same Doppler shift, Doppler
spread, average delay, and delay spread are to be assumed
over a predefined set of physical resource blocks (PRBs).
[0105] Example 13 may include the apparatus of example
12, wherein the antenna ports of the one or more UE-specific
RS antenna ports is quasi co-located with antenna ports
associated with one or more other RSs, wherein the one or
more other RSs include at least one of cell specific RSs
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including antenna ports 0-3, channel state information RSs
(CSI-RSs) including antenna ports 15-21, or discovery RSs.
[0106] Example 14 may include the apparatus of example
11 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the control information includes an indication of
quasi co-location of the plurality of antenna ports associated
with the one or more UE-specific reference signals with
other reference signals using two or more physical downlink
shared channel (PDSCH) resource element (RE) Mapping
and Quasi-Co-Location Indicator fields.

[0107] Example 15 may include the apparatus of example
11 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the indication is to indicate quasi co-location of the
plurality of antenna ports associated with the one or more
UE-specific RSs with other RSs, and the at least one
processor of the one or more processors is to execute the
instructions to: determine the other RSs using two or more
downlink control information formats 2D that include one
PDSCH RE Mapping and Quasi-Co-Location Indicator
field.

[0108] Example 16 may include the apparatus of example
11 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the indication is to indicate an RE mapping for the
one or more independent data streams of the first set of one
or more independent data streams and the one or more
independent data streams of the second set of one or more
independent data streams, and the at least one processor of
the one or more processors is to execute the instructions to:
determine the RE mapping using two or more PDSCH RE
Mapping and Quasi-Co-Location Indicator fields.

[0109] Example 17 may include the apparatus of example
10 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein channel state information (CSI) is used by the first
downlink cell or the second downlink cell to assist the
transmission of the first set of one or more independent data
streams or the second set of one or more independent data
streams and antenna ports associated with a CSI reference
signal (CSI-RS) are not assumed as quasi co-located, and
wherein the at least one processor is to execute the instruc-
tions to: control reception, in higher layer signaling, of an
indication related to aggregation of the antenna ports of the
configured CSI-RS that should be used for CSI reporting.
[0110] Example 18 may include at least one computer-
readable medium including instructions to cause an evolved
node B (eNB), in response to execution of the instructions
by the eNB, to: cause transmission of a first set of one or
more independent data streams in a downlink channel from
a first transmission point associated with the eNB, wherein
the first transmission point corresponds to a downlink cell
and a second transmission point is one of another eNB or a
smallcell base station; generate control information that
includes an indication of a parameter of at least one of the
first set of one or more independent data streams or a second
set of one or more independent data streams to be transmit-
ted by the second transmission point in a downlink channel
of the second transmission point; and cause transmission of
the control information. The at least one computer-readable
medium may be a non-transitory computer-readable
medium.

[0111] Example 19 may include the at least one computer-
readable medium of example 18 and/or any other one or
more examples disclosed herein, wherein antenna ports
associated with a CSI reference signal (CSI-RS) are not
assumed as quasi co-located, and wherein the instructions
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further cause the eNB, in response to execution of the
instructions by the eNB, to: use channel state information
(CSI) to assist the transmission of the first set of one or more
independent data streams; and transmit, in higher layer
signaling, an indication related to aggregation of antenna
ports of configured CSI-RSs to be used for CSI reporting.
[0112] Example 20 may include the at least one computer-
readable medium of example 18 and/or any other one or
more examples disclosed herein, wherein the instructions
further cause the eNB, in response to execution of the
instructions by the eNB, to: map one codeword to one
transmission layer when two or more downlink control
information (DCI) messages are to be used to schedule a
physical downlink shared channel (PDSCH).

[0113] Example 21 may include the at least one computer-
readable medium of example 18 and/or any other one or
more examples disclosed herein, wherein the instructions
further cause the eNB, in response to execution of the
instructions by the eNB, to: map one codeword to two or
more transmission layers associated with one or more inde-
pendent data streams of a first set of one or more indepen-
dent data streams or map one codeword to two or more
layers associated with one or more independent data streams
of a second set of one or more independent data streams.
[0114] Example 22 may include an apparatus to be imple-
mented in an evolved node B (eNB) comprising: one or
more computer-readable storage media having instructions;
and one or more processors coupled with an antenna array
and the one or more computer-readable storage media,
wherein at least one processor of the one or more processors
is to execute the instructions to: identify control information
related to a parameter of a first independent data stream that
is to be transmitted by a downlink cell or a second inde-
pendent data stream that is to be transmitted by another
downlink cell; and cause transmission of the first indepen-
dent data stream and the control information.

[0115] Example 23 may include the apparatus of example
22 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein antenna ports associated with a CSI reference signal
(CSI-RS) are not assumed as quasi co-located, and wherein
the at least one processor is to execute the instructions to:
use channel state information (CSI) to assist the transmis-
sion of the first independent data stream; and transmit, in
higher layer signaling, an indication related to aggregation
of antenna ports of configured CSI-RSs to be used for CSI
reporting.

[0116] Example 24 may include the apparatus of example
22 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the at least one processor is to execute the instruc-
tions to: map one codeword to one transmission layer when
two or more downlink control information (DCI) messages
are to be used to schedule a physical downlink shared
channel (PDSCH).

[0117] Example 25 may include the apparatus of example
22 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the at least one processor is to execute the instruc-
tions to: map one codeword to two or more layers associated
with one or more independent data streams including the
first independent data stream or map one codeword to two or
more layers associated with one or more independent data
streams of including the second independent data stream.
[0118] Example 26 may include an apparatus to be imple-
mented in a user equipment (UE) comprising: radio fre-
quency (RF) circuitry to receive, in a first downlink channel,
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a first set of one or more independent data streams received
from a first transmission point; receive, in a second down-
link channel, a second set of one or more independent data
streams from a second transmission point; and receive
control information from the first transmission point or the
second transmission point; and baseband circuitry to process
the first set of one or more independent data streams; process
the second set of one or more independent data streams;
process the control information to determine a quasi co-
location assumption to be used for estimating channel char-
acteristics for reception of the first set of one or more
independent data streams or for reception of the second set
of one or more independent data streams, wherein the quasi
co-location assumption to be used is based on an indication
within the control information; and estimate channel char-
acteristics for reception of the first set of one or more
independent data streams or for reception of the second set
of one or more independent data streams according to the
quasi co-location assumption.

[0119] Example 27 may include the apparatus of example
26 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein at least one independent data stream of the first set
of one or more independent data streams corresponds to a
first layer, and the at least one independent data stream is to
be transmitted by at least one antenna port of a plurality of
antenna ports associated with one or more UE-specific
reference signals (RSs) of the first transmission point.
[0120] Example 28 may include the apparatus of example
27 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the indication is to indicate that the plurality of
antenna ports are not assumed to be quasi co-located with
respect to at least one of a Doppler shift, a Doppler spread,
an average delay, or a delay spread.

[0121] Example 29 may include the apparatus of example
28 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein a same Doppler shift, Doppler spread, average
delay, and delay spread are assumed over a predefined set of
physical resource blocks (PRBs).

[0122] Example 30 may include the apparatus of example
28 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the indication is to indicate that antenna ports of the
plurality of antenna ports associated with the one or more
UE-specific RSs are quasi co-located with one or more
antenna ports associated with one or more other RSs.
[0123] Example 31 may include the apparatus of example
30 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the one or more other RSs include one of cell
specific RSs (CRSs), channel state information reference
signals (CSI-RSs), or discovery RSs.

[0124] Example 32 may include the apparatus of example
27 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the indication is to indicate quasi co-location of
antenna ports of the plurality of antenna ports associated
with the one or more UE-specific RSs with other RSs, and
wherein the baseband circuitry is to determine the one or
more other RSs using two or more physical downlink shared
channel (PDSCH) resource element (RE) mapping and
Quasi Co-Location Indicator fields.

[0125] Example 33 may include the apparatus of example
27 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the indication is to indicate quasi co-location of
antenna ports of the plurality of antenna ports associated
with the one or more UE-specific RSs with other RSs, and
wherein the baseband circuitry is to determine the one or
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more other RSs using two or more downlink control infor-
mation (DCI) format 2D messages, wherein each of the two
or more DCI format 2D messages include at least one
PDSCH RE mapping and Quasi Co-Location Indicator field.

[0126] Example 34 may include the apparatus of example
27 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the indication is to indicate an RE mapping for the
one or more independent data streams of the first set of one
or more independent data streams and the one or more
independent data streams of the second set of one or more
independent data streams, and wherein the baseband cir-
cuitry is to determine the RE mapping using two or more
PDSCH RE Mapping and Quasi-Co-Location Indicator
fields.

[0127] Example 35 may include a computer-implemented
method for providing multi-cell, multi-point single user
(SU) multiple input and multiple output (MIMO) transmis-
sions, the method comprising: receiving and processing, by
auser equipment (UE), a first set of one or more independent
data streams received in a downlink channel from a first
transmission point; receiving and processing, by the UE, a
second set of one or more independent data streams received
in a downlink channel from a second transmission point;
receiving and processing, by the UE, control information
received from the first transmission point or the second
transmission point; determining, by the UE, a quasi co-
location assumption to be used for estimating channel char-
acteristics for reception of the first set of one or more
independent data streams or for reception of the second set
of one or more independent data streams, wherein the quasi
co-location assumption to be used is based on an indication
within the control information; and estimating, by the UE,
channel characteristics for reception of the first set of one or
more independent data streams or for reception of the
second set of one or more independent data streams accord-
ing to the quasi co-location assumption.

[0128] Example 36 may include the method of example 35
and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein at least one independent data stream of the first set
of one or more independent data streams corresponds to a
first layer, and the at least one independent data stream is to
be transmitted by at least one antenna port of a plurality of
antenna ports associated with one or more UE-specific
reference signals (RSs) of the first transmission point.

[0129] Example 37 may include the method of example 36
and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the indication indicates that the plurality of antenna
ports are not assumed to be quasi co-located with respect to
at least one of a Doppler shift, a Doppler spread, an average
delay, or a delay spread.

[0130] Example 38 may include the method of example 37
and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein a same Doppler shift, Doppler spread, average
delay, and delay spread are assumed over a predefined set of
physical resource blocks (PRBs).

[0131] Example 39 may include the method of example 37
and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the indication indicates that antenna ports of the
plurality of antenna ports associated with the one or more
UE-specific RSs are quasi co-located with one or more
antenna ports associated with one or more other RSs.

[0132] Example 40 may include the method of example
39, wherein the one or more other RSs include one of cell
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specific RSs (CRSS), channel state information reference
signals (CSI-RSs), or discovery RSs.

[0133] Example 41 may include the method of example 36
and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the indication indicates quasi co-location of antenna
ports of the plurality of antenna ports associated with the one
or more UE-specific RSs with other RSs, and the method
further comprises: determining, by the UE, the one or more
other RSs using two or more physical downlink shared
channel (PDSCH) resource element (RE) mapping and
Quasi Co-Location Indicator fields.

[0134] Example 42 may include the method of example 36
and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the indication indicates quasi co-location of antenna
ports of the plurality of antenna ports associated with the one
or more UE-specific RSs with other RSs, and the method
further comprises: determining, by the UE, the one or more
other RSs using two or more downlink control information
(DCI) format 2D messages, wherein each of the two or more
DCI format 2D messages include at least one PDSCH RE
mapping and Quasi Co-Location Indicator field.

[0135] Example 43 may include the method of example 36
and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the indication indicates an RE mapping for the one
or more independent data streams of the first set of one or
more independent data streams and the one or more inde-
pendent data streams of the second set of one or more
independent data streams, and the method further comprises:
determining, by the UE, the RE mapping using two or more
PDSCH RE Mapping and Quasi-Co-Location Indicator
fields.

[0136] Example 44 may include at least one computer-
readable medium including instructions to cause a user
equipment (UE), in response to execution of the instructions
by the UE, to perform the method of any one of examples
35-43 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed
herein. The at least one computer-readable medium may be
a non-transitory computer-readable medium.

[0137] Example 45 may include an apparatus to be imple-
mented in a user equipment (UE) comprising: an antenna
array that includes at least a first receive antenna and a
second receive antenna; radio frequency (RF) circuitry
coupled with the antenna array, the RF circuitry to receive
a first set of one or more independent data streams in a
downlink channel of a first cell using the first receive
antennas; receive a second set of one or more independent
data streams in a downlink channel of a second cell using the
second receive antennas; and receive control information
from a first downlink cell using the first receive antennas or
a second downlink cell using the second receive antennas;
and baseband circuitry coupled with the RF circuitry, the
baseband circuitry to determine a quasi co-location assump-
tion based on an indication of the control information,
wherein the quasi co-location assumption to be used for
estimating channel characteristics for reception of the first
set of one or more independent data streams or for reception
of the second set of one or more independent data streams;
and estimate, using the quasi co-location assumption, chan-
nel characteristics for reception of the first set of one or more
independent data streams or for reception of the second set
of one or more independent data streams.

[0138] Example 46 may include the apparatus of example
45 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein at least one independent data stream of the first set
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of one or more independent data streams corresponds to one
layer, and the at least one independent data stream is
transmitted by at least one antenna port of a plurality of
antenna ports associated with one or more UE-specific
reference signals of the first downlink cell, wherein the
plurality of antenna ports include antenna ports 7-14.
[0139] Example 47 may include the apparatus of example
46 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the indication is to indicate that the plurality of
antenna ports are not assumed to be quasi co-located with
respect to Doppler shift, Doppler spread, average delay,
and/or delay spread, and a same Doppler shift, Doppler
spread, average delay, and delay spread are to be assumed
over a predefined set of physical resource blocks (PRBs).
[0140] Example 48 may include the apparatus of example
47 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the antenna ports of the one or more UE-specific RS
antenna ports is quasi co-located with antenna ports asso-
ciated with one or more other RSs, wherein the one or more
other RSs include at least one of cell specific RSs including
antenna ports 0-3, channel state information RSs (CSI-RSs)
including antenna ports 15-21, or discovery RSs.

[0141] Example 49 may include the apparatus of example
46 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the control information includes an indication of
quasi co-location of the plurality of antenna ports associated
with the one or more UE-specific reference signals with
other reference signals using two or more physical downlink
shared channel (PDSCH) resource element (RE) Mapping
and Quasi-Co-Location Indicator fields.

[0142] Example 50 may include the apparatus of example
46 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the indication is to indicate quasi co-location of the
plurality of antenna ports associated with the one or more
UE-specific RSs with other RSs, and the baseband circuitry
is to determine the other RSs using two or more downlink
control information formats 2D that include one PDSCH RE
Mapping and Quasi-Co-Location Indicator field.

[0143] Example 51 may include the apparatus of example
46 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the indication is to indicate an RE mapping for the
one or more independent data streams of the first set of one
or more independent data streams and the one or more
independent data streams of the second set of one or more
independent data streams, and the baseband circuitry is to
determine the RE mapping using two or more PDSCH RE
Mapping and Quasi-Co-Location Indicator fields.

[0144] Example 52 may include the apparatus of example
45 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein channel state information (CSI) is used by the first
downlink cell or the second downlink cell to assist the
transmission of the first set of one or more independent data
streams or the second set of one or more independent data
streams and antenna ports associated with a CSI reference
signal (CSI-RS) are not assumed as quasi co-located, and the
baseband circuitry is to control reception, in higher layer
signaling, of an indication related to aggregation of the
antenna ports of the configured CSI-RS that should be used
for CSI reporting.

[0145] Example 53 may include a computer-implemented
method for providing multi-cell, multi-point single user
(SU) multiple input and multiple output (MIMO) transmis-
sions, the method comprising: receiving, by a user equip-
ment (UE), a first set of one or more independent data
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streams in a downlink channel of a first cell using first
receive antennas; receiving, by the UE, a second set of one
or more independent data streams in a downlink channel of
a second cell using second receive antennas; receiving, by
the UE, control information from a first downlink cell using
the first receive antennas or a second downlink cell using the
second receive antennas; determining, by the UE, a quasi
co-location assumption based on an indication of the control
information, wherein the quasi co-location assumption to be
used for estimating channel characteristics for reception of
the first set of one or more independent data streams or for
reception of the second set of one or more independent data
streams; and estimating, by the UE, using the quasi co-
location assumption, channel characteristics for reception of
the first set of one or more independent data streams or for
reception of the second set of one or more independent data
streams.

[0146] Example 54 may include the method of example 53
and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein at least one independent data stream of the first set
of one or more independent data streams corresponds to one
layer, and the at least one independent data stream is
transmitted by at least one antenna port of a plurality of
antenna ports associated with one or more UE-specific
reference signals of the first downlink cell, wherein the
plurality of antenna ports include antenna ports 7-14.
[0147] Example 55 may include the method of example 54
and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the indication is to indicate that the plurality of
antenna ports are not assumed to be quasi co-located with
respect to Doppler shift, Doppler spread, average delay,
and/or delay spread, and a same Doppler shift, Doppler
spread, average delay, and delay spread are to be assumed
over a predefined set of physical resource blocks (PRBs).
[0148] Example 56 may include the method of example 55
and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the antenna ports of the one or more UE-specific RS
antenna ports is quasi co-located with antenna ports asso-
ciated with one or more other RSs, wherein the one or more
other RSs include at least one of cell specific RSs including
antenna ports 0-3, channel state information RSs (CSI-RSs)
including antenna ports 15-21, or discovery RSs.

[0149] Example 57 may include the method of example 54
and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the control information includes an indication of
quasi co-location of the plurality of antenna ports associated
with the one or more UE-specific reference signals with
other reference signals using two or more physical downlink
shared channel (PDSCH) resource element (RE) Mapping
and Quasi-Co-Location Indicator fields.

[0150] Example 58 may include the method of example 54
and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the indication is to indicate quasi co-location of the
plurality of antenna ports associated with the one or more
UE-specific RSs with other RSs, and at least one processor
of one or more processors is to execute the instructions to:
determine the other RSs using two or more downlink control
information formats 2D that include one PDSCH RE Map-
ping and Quasi-Co-Location Indicator field.

[0151] Example 59 may include the method of example 54
and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the indication is to indicate an RE mapping for the
one or more independent data streams of the first set of one
or more independent data streams and the one or more
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independent data streams of the second set of one or more
independent data streams, and at least one processor of one
or more processors is to execute the instructions to: deter-
mine the RE mapping using two or more PDSCH RE
Mapping and Quasi-Co-Location Indicator fields.

[0152] Example 60 may include the method of example 53
and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein channel state information (CSI) is used by the first
downlink cell or the second downlink cell to assist the
transmission of the first set of one or more independent data
streams or the second set of one or more independent data
streams and antenna.

[0153] Example 61 may include at least one computer-
readable medium including instructions to cause a user
equipment (UE), in response to execution of the instructions
by the UE, to perform the method of any one of examples
53-60 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed
herein. The at least one computer-readable medium may be
a non-transitory computer-readable medium.

[0154] Example 62 may include an apparatus to be imple-
mented by an evolved node B (eNB), comprising: one or
more computer-readable storage media having instructions;
and one or more processors coupled with an antenna array
and the one or more computer-readable storage media,
wherein at least one processor of the one or more processors
is to execute the instructions to: cause transmission of a first
set of one or more independent data streams in a downlink
channel from a first transmission point associated with the
eNB, wherein the first transmission point corresponds to a
downlink cell and a second transmission point is one of
another eNB or a smallcell base station; generate control
information that includes an indication of a parameter of at
least one of the first set of one or more independent data
streams or a second set of one or more independent data
streams to be transmitted by the second transmission point
in a downlink channel of the second transmission point; and
cause transmission of the control information.

[0155] Example 63 may include the apparatus of example
62 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein antenna ports associated with a CSI reference signal
(CSI-RS) are not assumed as quasi co-located, and wherein
the instructions further cause the eNB, in response to execu-
tion of the instructions by the eNB, to: use channel state
information (CSI) to assist the transmission of the first set of
one or more independent data streams; and transmit, in
higher layer signaling, an indication related to aggregation
of antenna ports of configured CSI-RSs to be used for CSI
reporting.

[0156] Example 64 may include the apparatus of example
62 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the instructions further cause the eNB, in response
to execution of the instructions by the eNB, to: map one
codeword to one transmission layer when two or more
downlink control information (DCI) messages are to be used
to schedule a physical downlink shared channel (PDSCH).

[0157] Example 65 may include the apparatus of example
62 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the instructions further cause the eNB, in response
to execution of the instructions by the eNB, to: map one
codeword to two or more transmission layers associated
with one or more independent data streams of the first set of
one or more independent data streams or map one codeword
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to two or more layers associated with one or more indepen-
dent data streams of the second set of one or more indepen-
dent data streams.

[0158] Example 66 may include an apparatus to be imple-
mented by an evolved node B (eNB), comprising: radio
frequency (RF) circuitry to transmit a first set of one or more
independent data streams in a downlink channel from a first
transmission point associated with the eNB, wherein the first
transmission point corresponds to a downlink cell and a
second transmission point is one of another eNB or a
smallcell base station; and baseband circuitry coupled with
the RF circuitry, the baseband circuitry to generate control
information that includes an indication of a parameter of at
least one of the first set of one or more independent data
streams or a second set of one or more independent data
streams to be transmitted by the second transmission point
in a downlink channel of the second transmission point, and
wherein the RF circuitry is to transmit the control informa-
tion.

[0159] Example 67 may include the apparatus of example
66 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein antenna ports associated with a CSI reference signal
(CSI-RS) are not assumed as quasi co-located, and wherein
the baseband circuitry is to use channel state information
(CSI) to assist the transmission of the first set of one or more
independent data streams; and cause transmission, in higher
layer signaling, of an indication related to aggregation of
antenna ports of configured CSI-RSs to be used for CSI
reporting.

[0160] Example 68 may include the apparatus of example
66 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the baseband circuitry is to map one codeword to
one transmission layer when two or more downlink control
information (DCI) messages are to be used to schedule a
physical downlink shared channel (PDSCH).

[0161] Example 69 may include the apparatus of example
66 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the baseband circuitry is to map one codeword to
two or more transmission layers associated with one or more
independent data streams of the first set of one or more
independent data streams or map one codeword to two or
more layers associated with one or more independent data
streams of the second set of one or more independent data
streams.

[0162] Example 70 may include an apparatus to be imple-
mented in an evolved node B (eNB) comprising: baseband
circuitry to identify control information related to a param-
eter of a first independent data stream that is to be trans-
mitted by a downlink cell or a second independent data
stream that is to be transmitted by another downlink cell; and
cause transmission of the first independent data stream and
the control information; and radio frequency (RF) circuitry
coupled with the baseband circuitry, the RF circuitry to
transmit the first independent data stream and the control
information.

[0163] Example 71 may include the apparatus of example
70 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein antenna ports associated with a CSI reference signal
(CSI-RS) are not assumed as quasi co-located, and wherein
the baseband circuitry is to use channel state information
(CSI) to assist the transmission of the first independent data
stream; and the RF circuitry is to transmit, in higher layer
signaling, an indication related to aggregation of antenna
ports of configured CSI-RSs to be used for CSI reporting.
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[0164] Example 72 may include the apparatus of example
70 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the baseband circuitry is to map one codeword to
one transmission layer when two or more downlink control
information (DCI) messages are to be used to schedule a
physical downlink shared channel (PDSCH).

[0165] Example 73 may include the apparatus of example
70 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein the baseband circuitry is to map one codeword to
two or more layers associated with one or more independent
data streams including the first independent data stream or
map one codeword to two or more layers associated with one
or more independent data streams of including the second
independent data stream.

[0166] Example 74 may include at least one computer-
readable medium including instructions to cause an evolved
node B (eNB), in response to execution of the instructions
by the eNB, to: identify control information related to a
parameter of a first independent data stream that is to be
transmitted by a downlink cell or a second independent data
stream that is to be transmitted by another downlink cell; and
cause transmission of the first independent data stream and
the control information. The at least one computer-readable
medium may be a non-transitory computer-readable
medium.

[0167] Example 75 may include the at least one computer-
readable medium of example 74 and/or any other one or
more examples disclosed herein, wherein antenna ports
associated with a CSI reference signal (CSI-RS) are not
assumed as quasi co-located, and wherein at least one
processor is to execute the instructions to: use channel state
information (CSI) to assist the transmission of the first
independent data stream; and transmit, in higher layer sig-
naling, an indication related to aggregation of antenna ports
of configured CSI-RSs to be used for CSI reporting.
[0168] Example 76 may include the at least one computer-
readable medium of example 74 and/or any other one or
more examples disclosed herein, wherein at least one pro-
cessor is to execute the instructions to: map one codeword
to one transmission layer when two or more downlink
control information (DCI) messages are to be used to
schedule a physical downlink shared channel (PDSCH).
[0169] Example 77 may include the at least one computer-
readable medium of example 74 and/or any other one or
more examples disclosed herein, wherein the at least one
processor is to execute the instructions to: map one code-
word to two or more layers associated with one or more
independent data streams including the first independent
data stream or map one codeword to two or more layers
associated with one or more independent data streams of
including the second independent data stream.

[0170] Example 78 may include a computer-implemented
method for providing multi-cell, multi-point single user
(SU) multiple input and multiple output (MIMO) transmis-
sions, the method comprising: transmitting, by an evolved
node B (eNB), a first set of one or more independent data
streams in a downlink channel from a first transmission
point associated with the eNB, wherein the first transmission
point corresponds to a downlink cell and a second transmis-
sion point is one of another eNB or a smallcell base station;
generating, by the eNB, control information that includes an
indication of a parameter of at least one of the first set of one
or more independent data streams or a second set of one or
more independent data streams to be transmitted by the



US 2019/0372731 Al

second transmission point in a downlink channel of the
second transmission point; and transmitting, by the eNB, the
control information.

[0171] Example 79 may include the method of example 78
and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein antenna ports associated with a CSI reference signal
(CSI-RS) are not assumed as quasi co-located, and further
comprising: using, by the eNB, channel state information
(CSI) to assist the transmission of the first set of one or more
independent data streams; and transmitting, by the eNB in
higher layer signaling, an indication related to aggregation
of antenna ports of configured CSI-RSs to be used for CSI
reporting.

[0172] Example 80 may include the method of example 78
and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
further comprising: mapping, by the eNB, one codeword to
one transmission layer when two or more downlink control
information (DCI) messages are to be used to schedule a
physical downlink shared channel (PDSCH).

[0173] Example 81 may include the method of example 78
and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
further comprising: mapping, by the eNB, one codeword to
two or more transmission layers associated with one or more
independent data streams of the first set of one or more
independent data streams or mapping one codeword to two
or more layers associated with one or more independent data
streams of the second set of one or more independent data
streams.

[0174] Example 82 may include at least one computer-
readable medium including instructions to cause an evolved
node B (eNB), in response to execution of the instructions
by the eNB, to perform the method of any one of examples
78-81 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed
herein. The at least one computer-readable medium may be
a non-transitory computer-readable medium.

[0175] Example 83 may include the computer-imple-
mented method for providing multi-cell, multi-point single
user (SU) multiple input and multiple output (MIMO)
transmissions, the method comprising: identifying, by an
evolved node B (eNB), control information related to a
parameter of a first independent data stream that is to be
transmitted by a downlink cell or a second independent data
stream that is to be transmitted by another downlink cell; and
transmitting, by the eNB, the first independent data stream
and the control information.

[0176] Example 84 may include the method of example 82
and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
wherein antenna ports associated with a CSI reference signal
(CSI-RS) are not assumed as quasi co-located, and the
method further comprises: using, by the eNB, channel state
information (CSI) to assist the transmission of the first
independent data stream; and transmitting, by the eNB in
higher layer signaling, an indication related to aggregation
of antenna ports of configured CSI-RSs to be used for CSI
reporting.

[0177] Example 85 may include the method of example 82
and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
further comprising: mapping, by the eNB, one codeword to
one transmission layer when two or more downlink control
information (DCI) messages are to be used to schedule a
physical downlink shared channel (PDSCH).

[0178] Example 86 may include the method of example 82
and/or any other one or more examples disclosed herein,
further comprising: mapping, by the eNB, one codeword to
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two or more layers associated with one or more independent
data streams including the first independent data stream or
mapping one codeword to two or more layers associated
with one or more independent data streams of including the
second independent data stream.

[0179] Example 87 may include at least one computer-
readable medium including instructions to cause an evolved
node B (eNB), in response to execution of the instructions
by the eNB, to perform the method of any one of examples
83-86 and/or any other one or more examples disclosed
herein. The at least one computer-readable medium may be
a non-transitory computer-readable medium.

[0180] The foregoing description of the above Examples
provides illustration and description for the example
embodiments disclosed herein, but the above Examples are
not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the scope of the
invention to the precise form disclosed. Modifications and
variations are possible in light of the above teachings and/or
may be acquired from practice of various implementations
of the invention.

1. At least one non-transitory, computer-readable medium
including instructions that, when executed by one or more
processors, cause a user equipment (UE) to:

process a first set of one or more independent data streams

received in a downlink channel from a first transmis-
sion point;

process a second set of one or more independent data

streams received in a downlink channel from a second
transmission point;
process control information received from the first trans-
mission point or the second transmission point;

determine a quasi co-location assumption to be used for
estimating channel characteristics for reception of the
first set of one or more independent data streams or for
reception of the second set of one or more independent
data streams, wherein the quasi co-location assumption
to be used is based on an indication within the control
information; and

estimate channel characteristics for reception of the first

set of one or more independent data streams or for
reception of the second set of one or more independent
data streams according to the quasi co-location assump-
tion.

2. The at least one non-transitory, computer-readable
medium of claim 1, wherein at least one independent data
stream of the first set of one or more independent data
streams corresponds to a first layer, and the at least one
independent data stream is to be transmitted by at least one
antenna port of a plurality of antenna ports associated with
one or more UE-specific reference signals (RSs) of the first
transmission point.

3. The at least one non-transitory, computer-readable
medium of claim 2, wherein the indication is to indicate that
the plurality of antenna ports are not assumed to be quasi
co-located with respect to at least one of a Doppler shift, a
Doppler spread, an average delay, or a delay spread.

4. The at least one non-transitory, computer-readable
medium of claim 3, wherein a same Doppler shift, Doppler
spread, average delay, and delay spread are assumed over a
predefined set of physical resource blocks (PRBs).

5. The at least one non-transitory, computer-readable
medium of claim 3, wherein the indication is to indicate that
antenna ports of the plurality of antenna ports associated
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with the one or more UE-specific RSs are quasi co-located
with one or more antenna ports associated with one or more
other RSs.

6. The at least one non-transitory, computer-readable
medium of claim 5, wherein the one or more other RSs
include one of cell specific RSs (CRSS), channel state
information reference signals (CSI-RSs), or discovery RSs.

7. The at least one non-transitory, computer-readable
medium of claim 2, wherein the indication is to indicate
quasi co-location of antenna ports of the plurality of antenna
ports associated with the one or more UE-specific RSs with
other RSs, and wherein the instructions, when executed by
the one or more processors, cause the UE to:

determine the one or more other RSs using two or more

physical downlink shared channel (PDSCH) resource
element (RE) mapping and Quasi Co-Location Indica-
tor fields.

8. The at least one non-transitory, computer-readable
medium of claim 2, wherein the indication is to indicate
quasi co-location of antenna ports of the plurality of antenna
ports associated with the one or more UE-specific RSs with
other RSs, and wherein the instructions, when executed by
the one or more processors, cause the UE to:

determine the one or more other RSs using two or more

downlink control information (DCI) format 2D mes-
sages, wherein each of the two or more DCI format 2D
messages include at least one PDSCH RE mapping and
Quasi Co-Location Indicator field.

9. The at least one non-transitory, computer-readable
medium of claim 2, wherein the indication is to indicate an
RE mapping for the one or more independent data streams
of the first set of one or more independent data streams and
the one or more independent data streams of the second set
of one or more independent data streams, and wherein the
instructions, when executed by the one or more processors,
cause the UE to:

determine the RE mapping using two or more PDSCH RE

Mapping and Quasi-Co-Location Indicator fields.

10. An apparatus to be implemented in a user equipment
(UE) comprising:

an antenna array that includes at least a first receive

antenna and a second receive antenna;

one or more computer-readable storage media having

instructions; and

one or more processors coupled with the antenna array

and the one or more computer-readable storage media,

wherein at least one processor of the one or more

processors is to execute the instructions to:

control reception of a first set of one or more indepen-
dent data streams in a downlink channel of a first cell
using the first receive antennas;

control reception of a second set of one or more
independent data streams in a downlink channel of a
second cell using the second receive antennas;

control reception of control information from a first
downlink cell using the first receive antennas or a
second downlink cell using the second receive anten-
nas;

determine a quasi co-location assumption based on an
indication of the control information, wherein the
quasi co-location assumption to be used for estimat-
ing channel characteristics for reception of the first
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set of one or more independent data streams or for
reception of the second set of one or more indepen-
dent data streams; and

estimate, using the quasi co-location assumption, chan-
nel characteristics for reception of the first set of one
or more independent data streams or for reception of
the second set of one or more independent data
streams.

11. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein at least one
independent data stream of the first set of one or more
independent data streams corresponds to one layer, and the
at least one independent data stream is transmitted by at least
one antenna port of a plurality of antenna ports associated
with one or more UE-specific reference signals of the first
downlink cell, wherein the plurality of antenna ports include
antenna ports 7-14.

12. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the indication is to
indicate that the plurality of antenna ports are not assumed
to be quasi co-located with respect to Doppler shift, Doppler
spread, average delay, and/or delay spread, and a same
Doppler shift, Doppler spread, average delay, and delay
spread are to be assumed over a predefined set of physical
resource blocks (PRBs).

13. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the antenna ports
of the one or more UE-specific RS antenna ports is quasi
co-located with antenna ports associated with one or more
other RSs, wherein the one or more other RSs include at
least one of cell specific RSs including antenna ports 0-3,
channel state information RSs (CSI-RSs) including antenna
ports 15-21, or discovery RSs.

14. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the control infor-
mation includes an indication of quasi co-location of the
plurality of antenna ports associated with the one or more
UE-specific reference signals with other reference signals
using two or more physical downlink shared channel
(PDSCH) resource element (RE) Mapping and Quasi-Co-
Location Indicator fields.

15. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the indication is to
indicate quasi co-location of the plurality of antenna ports
associated with the one or more UE-specific RSs with other
RSs, and the at least one processor of the one or more
processors is to execute the instructions to:

determine the other RSs using two or more downlink

control information formats 2D that include one
PDSCH RE Mapping and Quasi-Co-Location Indicator
field.

16. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the indication is to
indicate an RE mapping for the one or more independent
data streams of the first set of one or more independent data
streams and the one or more independent data streams of the
second set of one or more independent data streams, and the
at least one processor of the one or more processors is to
execute the instructions to:

determine the RE mapping using two or more PDSCH RE

Mapping and Quasi-Co-Location Indicator fields.

17. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein channel state
information (CSI) is used by the first downlink cell or the
second downlink cell to assist the transmission of the first set
of one or more independent data streams or the second set
of one or more independent data streams and antenna ports
associated with a CSI reference signal (CSI-RS) are not
assumed as quasi co-located, and wherein the at least one
processor is to execute the instructions to:
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control reception, in higher layer signaling, of an indica-
tion related to aggregation of the antenna ports of the
configured CSI-RS that should be used for CSI report-
ing.

18. At least one non-transitory, computer-readable
medium including instructions to cause an evolved node B
(eNB), in response to execution of the instructions by the
eNB, to:

cause transmission of a first set of one or more indepen-

dent data streams in a downlink channel from a first
transmission point associated with the eNB, wherein
the first transmission point corresponds to a downlink
cell and a second transmission point is one of another
eNB or a smallcell base station;

generate control information that includes an indication of

a parameter of at least one of the first set of one or more
independent data streams or a second set of one or more
independent data streams to be transmitted by the
second transmission point in a downlink channel of the
second transmission point; and

cause transmission of the control information.

19. The at least one non-transitory, computer-readable
medium of claim 18, wherein antenna ports associated with
a CSI reference signal (CSI-RS) are not assumed as quasi
co-located, and wherein the instructions further cause the
eNB, in response to execution of the instructions by the
eNB, to:

use channel state information (CSI) to assist the trans-

mission of the first set of one or more independent data
streams; and

transmit, in higher layer signaling, an indication related to

aggregation of antenna ports of configured CSI-RSs to
be used for CSI reporting.

20. The at least one non-transitory, computer-readable
medium of claim 18, wherein the instructions further cause
the eNB, in response to execution of the instructions by the
eNB, to:

map one codeword to one transmission layer when two or

more downlink control information (DCI) messages are
to be used to schedule a physical downlink shared
channel (PD SCH).

21. The at least one non-transitory, computer-readable
medium of claim 18, wherein the instructions further cause
the eNB, in response to execution of the instructions by the
eNB, to:
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map one codeword to two or more transmission layers
associated with one or more independent data streams
of the first set of one or more independent data streams
or map one codeword to two or more layers associated
with one or more independent data streams of the
second set of one or more independent data streams.

22. An apparatus to be implemented in an evolved node
B (eNB) comprising:

one or more computer-readable storage media having

instructions; and
one or more processors coupled with an antenna array and
the one or more computer-readable storage media,
wherein at least one processor of the one or more
processors is to execute the instructions to:
identify control information related to a parameter of a
first independent data stream that is to be transmitted
by a downlink cell or a second independent data
stream that is to be transmitted by another downlink
cell; and
cause transmission of the first independent data stream
and the control information.
23. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein antenna ports
associated with a CSI reference signal (CSI-RS) are not
assumed as quasi co-located, and wherein the at least one
processor is to execute the instructions to:
use channel state information (CSI) to assist the trans-
mission of the first independent data stream; and

transmit, in higher layer signaling, an indication related to
aggregation of antenna ports of configured CSI-RSs to
be used for CSI reporting.

24. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the at least one
processor is to execute the instructions to:

map one codeword to one transmission layer when two or

more downlink control information (DCI) messages are
to be used to schedule a physical downlink shared
channel (PD SCH).

25. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the at least one
processor is to execute the instructions to:

map one codeword to two or more layers associated with

one or more independent data streams including the
first independent data stream or map one codeword to
two or more layers associated with one or more inde-
pendent data streams of including the second indepen-
dent data stream.
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