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(54) Title: DRINKS CONTAINER

(57) Abstract

A drinks container is moulded in one piece
and includes a hollow container body (11) with
an integrally moulded drinking tube (20) parallel
to the body. The body (11) may be in the form
of a cartoon, or other character and is filled from
the bottom (12). The drinking tube is flexible and
is closed by a twist—off closure (22), integrally
moulded with the tube.
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Drinks Container

This invention relates to a drinks container of the type having a
drinking tube, or straw, provided to permit drinking directly from the

container, for example by a child.

It is well known to provide drinks containers, which have straws
attached, so that they can be detached for use. It is also well known to
provide drinks containers in the shape of characters, intended to appeal to

children.

The present invention provides a drinks container, which may have
an attractive shape and which may be easily manufactured and easily
opened to permit drinking from a drinking tube, without the need for
detaching the tube.

The invention provides a drinks container comprising a hollow
body including a base and in the form of a character, the top of the body
being permanently closed and the base thereof being provided in its
bottom with a closable aperture to permit filling of the body, and a
drinking tube extending upwardly from the base and being open to the
interior of the body, the tube having a twist-off closure at the top of the
tube, the tube, closure and body all forming parts of a one-piece

moulding.

In this specification, “character” refers to a shape depicting a

cartoon, or other such character, or a human-like or animal-like shape.

Reference is now made to the accompanying drawings, wherein:-
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Figure 1 is a side elevation of a drinks container according to the
invention,

Figure 2 is a bottom plan view of the container,

Figure 3 is an enlarged elevation of a closure part of a drinking

tube of the container.

Referring to the drawings, the container is a one-piece moulding,
which may be a blow-moulding. The container includes a body 11,
having a base 12 and a drinking tube 20 having a closure 21, all being
parts of the single moulding.

The body 11 is in the shape of an animal character, but has a flat
rear face 13. The base 12 extends beyond the rear face and the drinking
tube 20 extends upwardly from the base, so as to extend parallel to and
adjacent to the rear face 13. The body 11, including the base 12, is
hollow and the tube 20 is open to the interior of the base. The bottom of
the base 12 (as shown in Fig 2) has a fill aperture 15, the rest of the body,

including the top, being closed.

The tube 20 terminates adjacent the top of the body 11 in a twist-off
closure 21. The tube includes a ribbed section 23. The material of the
container is sufficiently flexible for the ribbed section 23 to be flexed, so

that the drinking tube can be bent to a comfortable drinking position.

The container is filled in its inverted position through the aperture
15 and the aperture is then sealed, for example by adhering a foil (not

shown) across the aperture. In use, the closure 21 is opened to permit

PCT/GB99/03919
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drinking from the container. After use, the body may be usable as a

mould, by removing the foil seal.

The twist-off closure 21 is of a type known per se and is shown in
more detail in Fig 3. It comprises a tubular portion 24 closed by a cap 25,
with an annular line of weakness 26 between the cap and the tube. The
cap 25 and tubular portion 46 are integral with a thin grippable, planar
member 27. The member is reinforced by thickened portions 28a,28b.
Twisting of the planar member 27 twists off the cap 25 by fracturing the
closure at the line of weakness 26 and at unreinforced parts 29 of the

planar member.
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CLAIMS
1. A drinks container comprising a hollow body including a base and

in the form of a character, the top of the body being permanently closed
and the base thereof being provided in its bottom with a closable aperture
to permit filling of the body, and a drinking tube extending upwardly from
the base and being open to the interior of the body, the tube having a
twist-off closure at the top of the tube, the tube, closure and body all

forming parts of a one-piece moulding.

2. A drinks container according to Claim 1 which is blow-moulded.

3. A drinks container according to Claim 1 or 2, in which the drinking
tube has a flexible portion to permit bending of the tube away from the

container.

4. A drinks container according to Claim 1, 2 or 3, wherein the body

is elongate between its bottom and top.

5. A drinks container according to any preceding claim, containing a

liquid and having the aperture in the base closed.

6. A drinks container according to Claim 5, wherein the aperture is

closed by a foil member sealed to the base.

7. A drinks container substantially as herein described, with reference

to the accompanying drawings.
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