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Clainms Nos.: 1-4,9-12,19, 20

I ndependent claim 1 is directed to "a nmethod of addressing
upper-respiratory health synptons of a user" by using a vaporizer, which

met hod includes inter alia the step of placing the vaporizer so that
the enmitted vapour "contact the nasal passage, throat or lungs of a
user". The subject-matter of claim 1 is hence to be regarded as a nethod

of treatnent of the human body by therapy. This is also confirmed by
several passages of the description (see for exanple par. [0005], [0015]
and [0092]) stating that the vaporizer as defined in claim 1 is used to
"address the synptons of various upper-respiratory health ailnments, such
as colds, allergies, flu, and the like". Mthods of treatment of the
human body by therapy represent a subject-matter under Article
17(2)(a)(i) PCT, that the International Search Authority (ISA) shall not
be required to search (see Rule 39.1(iv) PCT). It is policy of the EPO
acting as ISA, not to search subject-natter as listed under Rule 39.1
PCT. Therefore, no search report is established for claim 1 and clains
2-4 dependent thereof."’

The same objection as above applies to independent claim 9. In fact,
claim 9 is directed to "a method of directing water vapour to skin or

tissue" by using a vaporizer, which method includes inter alia the step
of placing the vaporizer so that the emtted vapour "contact skin or
tissue of the user". The subject-matter of claim 9 is hence to be

regarded as a method of treatnment of the human body by therapy. This is
also confirmed by several passages of the description (see for exanple
par. [0005] and [0093]) stating that the vaporizer as defined in claim 9
is used to "alleviate pain, stiffness, or other such nuscular, joint, or
tissue/skin problens" and "to treat, skin or tissue of a user". As
nmentioned above, nethods of treatnment of the human body by therapy
represent a subject-matter under Article 17(2)(a)(i) PCT, that the
International Search Authority (ISA) shall not be required to search
(see Rule 39. I1(iv) PCT). It is policy of the EPO acting as ISA not to
search subject-matter as listed under Rule 39.1 PCT. Therefore, no
search report is established for claim 9 and clainms 10-12 dependent

t her eof .

I ndependent claim 19 is directed to "a nethod of selling a personal

vaporizer", including the steps of "participating in a business
arrangenent with a contract nmanufacturer", "receiving the personal
vaporizer made by the contract nmanufacturer”™ and "selling the personal
vaporizer". The subject-natter of claim 19 is hence to be regarded as a

met hod of doing business. Methods of doing business represent a
subject-matter under Article 17(2)(a)(i) PCT, that the International
Search Authority (1SA) shall not be required to search (see Rule
39.1(1lii) PCT). It is policy of the EPO acting as ISA not to search
subject-matter as listed under Rule 39.1 PCT. Therefore, no search
report is established for claim 19. .

The same objection applies to independent claim 20, as well. 1In fact,

claim 20 includes the step of "participating in a business arrangenent
to design the personal vaporizer". The subject-matter of claim 20 is

hence to be regarded as a nethod of doing business. Methods of doing
busi ness represent a subject-matter under Article 17(2)(a)(i) PCT, that
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the International Search Authority (ISA) shall not be required to search
(see Rule 39.1(iii) PCT). It is policy of the EPO acting as ISA not to
search subject-matter as listed under Rule 39.1 PCT. Therefore,

no
search report is established for claim 20.
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This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. Claims Nos.: 1-4, 9-12, 19,20

because they relate to sut')ject rhatter ntft reqﬂired to be searched by this Authority, namely:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

2. I:I Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

I

Box No. Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet

1. I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers allsearchable
'— ' claims. .

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. ]:I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search reportcovers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. 7&_ No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

see additi onal sheet

Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
Jfee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

|:|NO protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/21 0 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (April 2005)
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 5-8

Met hod for emtting water vapour by means of a per sona
vapori zer. ' '

2. clains: 13-18,21-23

Method of neking a personal vaporizer.
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