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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention generally relates to mon-
itoring of fluid connections, and in particular to monitoring
the integrity of a fluid connection based on a pressure
measurement. The present invention is e.g. applicable
in arrangements for extracorporeal blood treatment.

Background art

[0002] In extracorporeal blood treatment, blood is tak-
en out of a patient, treated and then reintroduced into the
patient by means of an extracorporeal blood flow circuit.
Generally, the blood is circulated through the circuit by
one or more pumping devices. The circuit is connected
to a blood vessel access of the patient, typically via one
or more access devices, such as needles or catheters,
which are inserted into the blood vessel access. Such
extracorporeal blood treatments include hemodialysis,
hemodiafiltration, hemofiltration, plasmapheresis, etc.
[0003] In extracorporeal blood treatment, it is vital to
minimize the risk for malfunctions in the extracorporeal
blood flow circuit, since these may lead to a potentially
life-threatening condition of the patient. Serious condi-
tions may arise if the extracorporeal blood flow circuit is
disrupted, e.g. by an access device for blood extraction
(e.g. an arterial needle/catheter) coming loose from the
blood vessel access, causing air to be sucked into the
circuit, or by an access device for blood reintroduction
(e.g. a venous needle/catheter) coming loose from the
blood vessel access, causing the patient to be drained
of blood within minutes. Other malfunctions may be
caused by the blood vessel access becoming blocked or
obstructed, or by the access device being positioned too
close to the walls of the blood vessel access.
[0004] To this end, an apparatus for extracorporeal
blood treatment may include one or more surveillance
devices that monitor the integrity of the blood flow circuit
and issue an alarm and/or cause appropriate action to
be taken whenever a potentially dangerous situation is
detected. Such surveillance devices may operate on
measurement signals from one or more pressure sensors
in the circuit. Conventionally, the monitoring is carried
out by comparing one or more measured average pres-
sure levels with one or more threshold values and/or by
monitoring the presence of air bubbles using an air de-
tector in the circuit. For example, failure in the blood ex-
traction may involve air being introduced into the circuit,
whereby the measured average pressure may approach
atmospheric pressure, or the blood flow being blocked
or obstructed, whereby the measured average pressure
may drop to a low level. A failure in the reintroduction of
blood may be detectable as a decrease in the measured
average pressure. However, it may be difficult to set ap-
propriate threshold values, since the average pressure
in the circuit may vary between treatments, and also dur-

ing a treatment, e.g. as a result of the patient moving.
Further, if an access device comes loose and gets stuck
in bed sheets or the patient’s clothes, the measured av-
erage pressure might not change enough to indicate the
potentially dangerous situation.
[0005] To increase the monitoring precision, WO
97/10013 proposes detecting, as one of several options,
a heart signal in the measured pressure and using the
heart signal as an indicator of the integrity of a fluid con-
nection between an extracorporeal blood flow circuit and
a blood vessel access. The heart signal represents a
pressure wave which is produced by the patient’s heart
and transmitted from the patient’s circulatory system to
the extracorporeal blood flow circuit via the blood vessel
access. Malfunctions in the fluid connection will disturb
the transmission of the heart-generated pressure wave
to the circuit, causing the heart signal to change or even
disappear. The measured pressure may also include a
strong pressure wave produced by the blood pump in the
extracorporeal blood flow circuit. In WO 97/10013, the
monitoring involves filtering a measured pressure signal
to remove the frequency components that originate from
the blood pump, and then detecting the heart signal by
analysing the filtered pressure signal. The amplitude of
the filtered pressure signal is then taken as an indication
of the integrity of the fluid connection.
[0006] US2005/0010118 proposes a solution which in-
volves applying a frequency analysis to a measured pres-
sure signal to generate a frequency spectrum, removing
a frequency component that originates from the blood
pump, and identifying a frequency component caused by
the patient’s heart. Anomalies of the blood vessel access
are monitored based on the intensity level of the frequen-
cy component caused by the patient’s heart.
[0007] Corresponding needs to monitor the integrity of
a fluid connection between first and second fluid contain-
ing systems may arise in other fields of technology.

Summary of the Invention

[0008] It is an object of the invention to at least partly
overcome one or more of the above-identified limitations
of the prior art. Specifically, it is an object to provide an
alternative or complementary technique for monitoring
the integrity of a fluid connection between first and sec-
ond fluid containing systems using a pressure measure-
ment, preferably with an improved robustness and/or an
increased certainty of detecting a malfunction in the fluid
connection.
[0009] This and other objects, which will appear from
the description below, are at least partly achieved by
means of methods, devices, and a computer program
product according to the independent claims, embodi-
ments thereof being defined by the dependent claims.
[0010] A first aspect of an inventive concept of the in-
vention is a device for monitoring the integrity of a fluid
connection between first and second fluid containing sys-
tems based on at least one time-dependent measure-
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ment signal from at least one pressure sensor in the first
fluid containing system, wherein the first fluid containing
system comprises a first pulse generator, and the second
fluid containing system comprises a second pulse gen-
erator, and wherein said at least one pressure sensor is
arranged to detect first pulses originating from the first
pulse generator and second pulses originating from the
second pulse generator, said device comprising:

means for receiving said at least one measurement
signal;
means for processing said at least one measurement
signal, or time-dependent monitoring signal obtained
therefrom, to calculate a parameter value indicative
of presence or absence of the second pulses; and
means for determining the integrity of the fluid con-
nection based at least partly on the parameter value,
wherein said device further comprises means for ob-
taining timing information indicative of the timing of
the second pulses in said at least one measurement
signal, and that said means for processing is config-
ured to calculate the parameter value by processing
said at least one measurement signal, or the moni-
toring signal obtained therefrom, based on the timing
information.

[0011] In one embodiment, said means for processing
comprises: means for locating a time window in the meas-
urement signal, or a monitoring signal obtained there-
from, based on the timing information; and means for
calculating the parameter value based on the signal val-
ues within said time window.
[0012] In one embodiment, said means for processing
further comprises: means for selecting the length of the
time window based on the timing information.
[0013] In one embodiment, said means for processing
comprises: means for generating a time-dependent mon-
itoring signal by filtering said at least one measurement
signal to remove the first pulses; wherein the parameter
value is calculated based on the monitoring signal.
[0014] In one embodiment, said means for generating
further comprises: means for selecting a set of signal
segments in the thus-filtered measurement signal(s); and
means for aligning and adding the signal segments,
based on the timing information, to generate the moni-
toring signal.
[0015] In one embodiment, said means for calculating
comprises: means for identifying a candidate second
pulse in the monitoring signal and a corresponding can-
didate time point; and means for validating the candidate
second pulse based on the candidate time point in rela-
tion to the timing information.
In one embodiment, the device comprises at least one
of the characterizing features: the timing information is
obtained from a pulse sensor coupled to the second fluid
containing system, and that the timing information is ob-
tained as a function of the relative timing of second pulses
identified based on preceding parameter values.

[0016] In one embodiment, the device further compris-
es means for obtaining a reference pressure signal from
a reference sensor in the first fluid containing system,
wherein the reference sensor is arranged to detect said
second pulses even if the fluid connection is compro-
mised, and wherein said means for obtaining the timing
information comprises: means for identifying at least one
second pulse in the reference pressure signal and means
for obtaining an estimated difference in arrival time be-
tween the reference sensor and said at least one pres-
sure sensor.
[0017] In one embodiment, the device comprises one
of the characterizing features that the estimated differ-
ence in arrival time is given by a predefined value, and
that the estimated difference in arrival time is calculated
based on a difference in fluid pressure between the lo-
cation of the reference sensor and said at least one pres-
sure sensor.
[0018] In one embodiment, the device further compris-
es means for calculating a magnitude value indicative of
the magnitude of said at least one second pulse in the
reference pressure signal, and means for comparing the
magnitude value to a limit, wherein the means for obtain-
ing an estimated difference in arrival time is conditioned
upon the result of the comparing by said means for com-
paring.
[0019] In one embodiment, the first fluid containing
system is an extracorporeal blood flow circuit comprising
an arterial access device, a blood processing device, and
a venous access device, wherein the second fluid con-
taining system is a human blood system comprising a
blood vessel access, wherein the arterial access device
is connected to the human blood system, wherein the
venous access device is connected to the blood vessel
access to form the fluid connection, wherein the first pulse
generator is a pumping device arranged in the extracor-
poreal blood flow circuit to pump blood from the arterial
access device through the blood processing device to
the venous access device, wherein said at least one
measurement signal comprises at least one venous
measurement signal derived from at least one venous
pressure sensor located downstream of the pumping de-
vice, and at least one arterial measurement signal de-
rived from at least one arterial pressure sensor located
upstream of the pumping device, and wherein the mon-
itoring signal is generated based on said at least one
venous measurement signal, said device comprising:
means for identifying at least one second pulse in said
at least one arterial measurement signal; and means for
calculating the timing information from the thus-identified
second pulse(s).
[0020] In one embodiment, the method further com-
prises: means for intermittently turning off the first pulse
generator; means for identifying at least one second
pulse in said at least one measurement signal; and
means for calculating the timing information from the
thus-identified second pulse.
[0021] In one embodiment, the parameter value rep-
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resents a distribution of signal values.
[0022] In one embodiment, said means for processing
comprises one of: means for calculating the parameter
value as a statistical dispersion measure of the signal
values within a time window in the measurement signal,
or a monitoring signal obtained therefrom; and means
for matching signal values within a time window in the
measurement signal, or a monitoring signal obtained
therefrom, to a predicted temporal signal profile of a sec-
ond pulse.
[0023] A second aspect of an inventive concept of the
invention is a method for monitoring the integrity of a fluid
connection between first and second fluid containing sys-
tems based on at least one time-dependent measure-
ment signal from at least one pressure sensor in the first
fluid containing system, wherein the first fluid containing
system comprises a first pulsegenerator, and the second
fluid containing system comprises a second pulse gen-
erator, and wherein said at least one pressure sensoris
arranged to detect first pulses originating from the first
pulse generator and second pulses originating from the
second pulse generator, said method comprising:

receiving said at least one measurement signal;
obtaining timing information indicative of the timing
of the second pulses in said at least one measure-
ment signal;
processing said at least one measurement signal
based on the timing information, to calculate a pa-
rameter value indicative of presence or absence of
the second pulses; and
determining the integrity of the fluid connection
based at least partly on the parameter value.

[0024] A third aspect of an inventive concept of the
invention is a computer program product comprising in-
structions of the device of the first aspect to perform the
method of the second aspect of the inventive concept.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0025] Embodiments of the inventive concepts will now
be described in more detail with reference to the accom-
panying schematic drawings.

Fig. 1 is a schematic view of a general fluid arrange-
ment in which the inventive concepts may be used
for monitoring the integrity of a fluid connection.
Fig. 2 is a flow chart of a monitoring process accord-
ing to a first inventive concept.
Fig. 3(a) is a plot of the measurement signal as a
function of time, Fig. 3(b) is a plot of the measure-
ment signal in Fig. 3(a) after filtering, and Fig. 3(c)
illustrates a statistical dispersion measure calculated
for a sequence of time windows in the signal in Fig.
3(b).
Fig. 4(a) illustrates a matching procedure between
a measurement signal and a predicted signal profile,

Fig. 4(b) illustrates the position of best match, and
Fig. 4(c) is a correlation curve resulting from the
matching procedure in Fig. 4(a).
Fig. 5(a) is a plot of a signal segment containing a
second pulse, and Fig. 5(b) is plot of an evaluation
segment generated by averaging ten signal seg-
ments.
Fig. 6 is a flow chart of a monitoring process accord-
ing to a second inventive concept.
Fig. 7(a)-7(d) illustrate processing of candidate puls-
es identified in a measurement signal.
Fig. 8 is a flow chart of part of a monitoring process
according to the second inventive concept.
Fig. 9 is a flow chart of a monitoring process that
combines the first and second inventive concepts.
Fig. 10 is a schematic view of a system for hemodi-
alysis treatment including an extracorporeal blood
flow circuit.
Fig. 11(a) is a plot in the time domain of a venous
pressure signal containing both pump frequency
components and a heart signal, and Fig. 11(b) is a
plot of the corresponding signal in the frequency do-
main.
Fig. 12 is a flow chart of an exemplifying monitoring
process.
Fig. 13 is a block diagram of a data analyser for ex-
ecuting the process of Fig. 12.
Figs 14(a) and 14(b) are plots in the time domain of
a pressure signal after processing in a beating de-
tection module in the data analyser of Fig. 13, with
and without a heart signal.
Figs 15(a) and 15(b) are enlarged view of the plots
in Figs 14(a) and 14(b).
Figs 16(a) and 16(b) are plots of envelopes extracted
from the data in Figs 15(a) and 15(b).
Fig. 17 is a plot of the sum of derivatives as a function
of time, calculated from envelopes with and without
a heart signal.
Fig. 18 is a plot of variance as a function of time,
calculated from envelopes with and without a heart
signal.
Fig. 19 is a diagram illustrating the performance of
a beating detection module, for different relative
magnitudes between the blood pulse and the heart
pulse.
Fig. 20 is a schematic view of an arrangement of
analog devices for detection of a beating component
in a pressure signal.

Detailed Description of Inventive Concepts and Embod-
iments

[0026] In the following, inventive concepts and asso-
ciated embodiments will be described with reference to
fluid containing systems in general. Thereafter, the in-
ventive concepts will be further exemplified in the context
of systems for extracorporeal blood treatment.
[0027] Throughout the following description, like ele-
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ments are designated by the same reference signs.

GENERAL

[0028] Fig. 1 illustrates a general fluid arrangement in
which a fluid connection C is established between a first
fluid containing system S1 and a second fluid containing
system S2. The fluid connection C may or may not trans-
fer fluid from one system to the other. A first pulse gen-
erator 3 is arranged to generate a series of pressure
waves in the fluid within the first system S1, and a second
pulse generator 3’ is arranged to generate a series of
pressure waves in the fluid within the second system S2.
A pressure sensor 4c is arranged to measure the fluid
pressure in the first system S1. As long as the fluid con-
nection C is intact, pressure waves generated by the sec-
ond pulse generator 3’ will travel from the second system
S2 to the first system S 1, and thus second pulses orig-
inating from the second pulse generator 3’ will be detect-
ed by the pressure sensor 4c in addition to first pulses
originating from the first pulse generator 3. It is to be
noted that either one of the first and second pulse gen-
erators 3, 3’ may include more than one pulse-generating
device. Further, any such pulse-generating device may
or may not be part of the respective fluid containing sys-
tem S1, S2.
[0029] The fluid arrangement of Fig. 1 further includes
a surveillance device 25 which is connected to the pres-
sure sensor 4c, and possibly to one or more further pres-
sure sensors 4a, 4b, as indicated in Fig. 1. Thereby, the
surveillance device 25 acquires one or more measure-
ment signals that are time-dependent to provide a real
time representation of the fluid pressure in the first system
S1. The surveillance device 25 monitors the integrity of
the fluid connection C, based on the principle that the
presence of second pulses indicates that the fluid con-
nection C is intact, whereas absence of second pulses
indicates that the fluid connection C is compromised. The
absence of second pulses may bring the surveillance de-
vice 25 to issue an alarm or warning signal, and/or alert
a control system of the first or second fluid containing
systems S1, S2 to take appropriate action.
[0030] The surveillance device 25 is thus configured
to continuously process the time-dependent measure-
ment signal(s) to determine whether second pulses are
present or not. Typically, the determination involves an-
alyzing the measurement signal(s), or a pre-processed
version thereof, in the time domain to calculate a value
of an evaluation parameter which is indicative of the pres-
ence or absence of second pulses in the measurement
signal(s). Depending on implementation, the surveillance
device 25 may use digital components or analog com-
ponents, or a combination thereof, for receiving and
processing the measurement signal(s).
[0031] In the context of the present disclosure, "ab-
sence" of a pulse may imply that the pulse has disap-
peared, or at least that it has decreased sufficiently in
magnitude compared to the pulse deemed to be

"present". The assessment of presence or absence may
involve calculating an evaluation parameter value based
on the measurement signal(s) and comparing the param-
eter value to a threshold value.

FIRST CONCEPT

[0032] Fig. 2 is a flow chart that illustrates steps of a
monitoring process according to a first concept. A meas-
urement signal is received (step 201) and subjected to a
filtering process (step 202) that essentially removes the
first pulses from the measurement signal, while leaving
at least part of the second pulses intact. The filtered
measurement signal is then subjected to a time domain
analysis (step 203), in which a value of an evaluation
parameter is calculated based on signal values within a
time window in the filtered measurement signal, which is
denoted "evaluation segment" in the following. The cal-
culation is typically designed such that the evaluation pa-
rameter represents the distribution of signal values within
the evaluation segment. Based on the resulting value of
the evaluation parameter, it is decided (step 204) whether
the fluid connection is intact or not, typically by comparing
the resulting value to a threshold value.
[0033] For continuous surveillance, a time sequence
of evaluation parameter values is calculated based on a
time sequence of evaluation segments obtained from the
measurement signal. These evaluation segments may
be overlapping or non-overlapping in time. In one em-
bodiment, individual sections of the measurement signal
are acquired, filtered and analyzed, one after the other.
Each evaluation segment may correspond to one such
section of the measurement signal; the time window is
thus applied already when the measurement signal is
acquired. In another embodiment, the measurement sig-
nal is continuously acquired and filtered, whereupon
evaluation segments are extracted from the filtered signal
and analyzed.
[0034] Fig. 3(a) shows an example of a time-depend-
ent measurement signal containing first and second puls-
es with a relative magnitude of 10:1. The first and second
pulses have a frequency of 1 Hz and 1.33 Hz, respec-
tively. Fig. 3(b) shows the time-dependent measurement
signal after removal of the first pulses, leaving only sec-
ond pulses and noise. It should be noted that there is an
absence of second pulses after about 4 seconds. Fig.
3(c) illustrates a variance measure calculated for a se-
quence of non-overlapping time windows in the filtered
measurement signal in Fig. 3(b), each time window being
about 0.75 seconds. Clearly, by using the variance meas-
ure as an evaluation parameter, it is possible to detect
the absence of the second pulse at the time point of about
4 seconds. An exemplifying threshold value is indicated
by a dotted line.
[0035] The first concept has the potential of providing
a comparatively robust measure of the integrity of the
fluid connection C. By analyzing the temporal distribution
of signal values within the evaluation segment, an im-
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proved tolerance to noise and disturbing signals may be
obtained.
[0036] Furthermore, compared to techniques that rely
on frequency domain analysis of the measurement signal
for detecting the presence of second pulses, the first in-
ventive concept may provide an improved tolerance to
variations in the pulse repetition interval of the second
pulse generator 3’, since the first inventive concept relies
on a time domain analysis. Such variations may occur,
e.g., when the second pulse generator 3’ is a human
heart, and the second system S2 thus is the blood system
of a human. Variations in heart rhythm (heart rate varia-
bility, HRV) will cause the peak from the heart in the fre-
quency domain to be smeared out, making it harder to
detect. In healthy subjects under calm conditions, HRV
may be as large as 15%. Unhealthy subjects may suffer
from severe heart conditions such as atrial fibrillation and
supraventricular ectopic beating, which may lead to an
HRV in excess of 20%, and ventricular ectopic beating,
for which HRV may be in excess of 60%. These heart
conditions are not uncommon among, e.g., dialysis pa-
tients.
[0037] As long as the time window is selected such
that each evaluation segment contains at least one sec-
ond pulse, the presence/absence of second pulses will
affect the evaluation parameter, if properly chosen. A
fixed-length time window may be used, with the length
of the time window being chosen with respect to a max-
imum pulse repetition rate of the second pulse generator
3’. The length of the time window may be set by con-
straints in the second pulse generator 3’ or by a selected
performance limit of the surveillance method. Alterna-
tively, the length of the time window and/or the location
of the time window in the filtered measurement signal
may be selected based on a predicted timing of the sec-
ond pulse(s) to be detected. The acquisition and use of
such a predicted timing ("timing information") will be fur-
ther exemplified below with reference to the second in-
ventive concept.
[0038] Still further, the time domain analysis according
to the first inventive concept may allow for faster detection
than a frequency domain analysis, since the former may
have the ability to detect a single second pulse in the
evaluation segment whereas the generation of a frequen-
cy spectrum requires a greater number of second pulses
in the evaluation segment. Thus, frequency domain anal-
ysis may be associated with a greater time lag than time
domain analysis.
[0039] The evaluation parameter may be calculated as
a statistical dispersion measure of the signal values with-
in the evaluation segment. Non-limiting examples of po-
tentially useful statistical dispersion measures include
standard deviation (σ), variance (σ2), coefficient of vari-
ation (σ/m) and variance-to-mean (σ2/m). Other examples
include a sum of differences, e.g. given by 

or an energy measure, such as 

with n being the number of signal values x in the evalu-
ation segment. Yet other examples include a measure
based on a sum of absolute differences from an average
value m, with the average value m being calculated for
the signal values in the evaluation segment using any
suitable function, such as arithmetic mean, geometric
mean, median, etc. It is to be noted that all of the above
suggested dispersion measures also include normalized
and/or weighted variants thereof.
[0040] As an alternative or supplement to calculating
a statistical dispersion measure, the evaluation param-
eter may result from a matching procedure, in which the
evaluation segment is matched to one or more predicted
signal profiles of a second pulse. Preferably, but not nec-
essarily, each predicted signal profile represents a single
second pulse. Typically, the matching procedure in-
volves convolving or cross-correlating the evaluation
segment and the predicted signal profile, and the evalu-
ation parameter value is a resulting correlation value, typ-
ically the maximum correlation value.
[0041] A matching procedure based on cross-correla-
tion is further exemplified in Figs 4(a)-4(c). The matching
procedure is used to distinguish between the hypotheses 

with x(n) being the evaluation segment, w(n) being an
error signal representing disturbances introduced by
noise/signal interference/measurement errors, etc, and
s(n) being the predicted signal profile of the second pulse.
If H1 is deemed more likely than H0, then a second pulse
has been identified and the fluid connection C is deemed
intact. If H0 is deemed more likely than H1, then a second
pulse cannot be identified and the fluid connection C may
be compromised.
[0042] Fig. 4(a) is a graph showing an example of a
predicted signal profile s(n) and an evaluation segment
x(n). In this particular example, the evaluation segment
has a signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) of 4.8 dB, i.e. the energy
of the signal profile s(n) is 3 times the energy of the error
signal w(n). During the cross-correlation, the signal pro-
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file s(n) is slid in a number of time steps along the time
axis, as indicated by arrow in Fig. 4(a), and the integral
of the product s(n)·x(n) is calculated for each time step.
The cross-correlation thus results in a time sequence of
correlation values, with the maximum correlation value
indicating the time point of best match between x(n) and
s(n). Fig. 4(b) illustrates the relative position between x(n)
and s(n) at the time point for best match, and Fig. 4(c)
illustrates the resulting correlation values as a function
of said time steps. The magnitude of the maximum cor-
relation value, optionally calculated as a weighted aver-
age within a range around the maximum correlation value
(cmax), may thus be used to distinguish between the
above hypotheses.
[0043] As indicated in Fig. 4(c), the matching proce-
dure not only identifies the presence of a second pulse,
it also provides an indication of the location of the second
pulse in the evaluation segment, given by the time point
(tp) for the maximum correlation value (cmax). This time
point may be used to assess the reliability of the deter-
mined maximum correlation value, by comparing this
time point to a predicted time point. Such a predicted time
point may be obtained from aforesaid timing information,
as will be further explained below in relation to the second
inventive concept.
[0044] The predicted signal profile may be generated
as an average of a number of recordings of second puls-
es. For example, it may be generated by averaging a
number of evaluation segments, before and/or during the
monitoring process.
[0045] To improve the signal quality of the predicted
profile, with or without averaging, the measurement sig-
nal may be acquired while the first pulse generator is
stopped, whereby the measurement signal is free of first
pulses. Thus, the first pulse generator may be intermit-
tently stopped during the monitoring process for calcu-
lation of an updated signal profile of the second pulses.
[0046] In another variant, the predicted signal profile
is obtained from one or more reference signals originat-
ing from a reference pressure sensor (e.g. any one of
pressure sensors 4a-4c in Fig. 1) in the first system. Such
a reference pressure sensor is suitably arranged to de-
tect second pulses even if the fluid connection is com-
promised, e.g. via a second fluid connection between the
first and second fluid containing systems. The reference
pressure sensor may be installed to be isolated from the
first pulses, such that the reference signal is essentially
free of first pulses. Alternatively, if the reference signal
includes both first and second pulses, the reference sig-
nal may be subjected to a filtering process (e.g. according
to step 202 in Fig. 2) to remove the first pulses while
leaving the second pulses intact in the reference signal.
An example of such a reference pressure sensor is an
arterial pressure sensor in an extracorporeal blood flow
circuit, to be further described below. In such an extra-
corporeal blood flow circuit, the measurement signal(s)
may originate from one or more venous pressure sen-
sors, e.g. if the monitoring process aims at monitoring

the integrity of the venous-side fluid connection between
the extracorporeal blood flow circuit and a patient.
[0047] In one specific implementation, the reference
signal is obtained continuously or intermittently during
the monitoring process, and the predicted signal profile
is continuously or intermittently calculated based on the
reference signal. Thus, in the context of the above-men-
tioned extracorporeal blood flow circuit, the integrity of
the venous-side fluid connection may be monitored by
continuously matching evaluation segments from the ve-
nous pressure sensor against a predicted signal profile
obtained from the arterial pressure sensor. It is even con-
ceivable that the predicted signal profile is updated for
each evaluation segment (denoted "synchronous moni-
toring" in the following). The matching procedure may
benefit from the use of timing information, as will be fur-
ther explained below in relation to the second inventive
concept. Alternatively, the predicted signal profile may
be pre-generated, e.g. by averaging recordings of sec-
ond pulses from a number of fluid arrangements, similar
to the one that is being monitored (cf. Fig. 1). Optionally,
such a pre-generated signal profile may be adapted to
specifics of the fluid arrangement to be monitored, by
applying a mathematical model taking into account ar-
rangement-specific parameters, such a type of fluid con-
nection, flow rate, fluid characteristics, etc. Alternatively,
the predicted signal profile may be obtained entirely by
mathematical modelling based on arrangement-specific
parameters. According to yet another alternative, a
standard profile is used as predicted signal profile, e.g.
a bell-shaped function such as a Gaussian distribution
function.
[0048] In order to improve the detection of second puls-
es, it is conceivable to subject the filtered measurement
signal/evaluation segment to a signal enhancement
process, which removes high-frequency components (cf.
error signal w(n)), before calculation of the evaluation
parameter value. Such a signal enhancement process
may involve subjecting the filtered measurement sig-
nal/evaluation segment to a low-pass filtering. However,
a more significant improvement in SNR of the evaluation
segment may be achieved by averaging several consec-
utive second pulses in the filtered measurement signal,
again based on the above-mentioned predicted timing of
the second pulse(s) (i.e. timing information). Such a sig-
nal enhancement process would thus involve using the
predicted timing to identify a set of second pulse seg-
ments in the filtered measurement signal, aligning the
second pulse segments in the time domain based on the
predicted timing, and generating an average represen-
tation by summing the aligned signal values for each time
value in the time domain. Optionally, the average repre-
sentation is normalized by the number of second pulse
segments to generate a true average. The average rep-
resentation may then be used as the above-mentioned
evaluation segment, or the evaluation segment may be
extracted from a time window within the average repre-
sentation.
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[0049] The signal enhancement process is further ex-
emplified in Figs 5(a)-5(b). Fig. 5(a) is a time domain
representation of a filtered measurement signal x(n) =
s(n) + w(n) with a SNR of -9 dB, i.e. the energy of the
error signal w(n) is 8 times the energy of the signal profile
s(n), making time domain analysis for detection of the
second pulse difficult, if not impossible. Fig. 5(b) is a time
domain representation after averaging of 10 different
second pulse segments similar to the one in Fig. 5(a).
Clearly, the SNR has been improved significantly, allow-
ing a second pulse to be detected using time domain
analysis.
[0050] It is to be understood that the monitoring proc-
ess of Fig. 2 may operate on more than one measurement
signal, if the fluid arrangement to be monitored includes
more than one pressure sensor (cf. 4a, 4b in Fig. 1). In
such a configuration, the above-described signal en-
hancement process may involve using aforesaid timing
information to identify and average second pulse seg-
ments from at least two filtered measurement signals
originating from different pressure sensors. Thus, the
second pulse segments may be extracted from plural
time windows in each measurement signal, and/or from
one or more time windows in different measurement sig-
nals.
[0051] The filtering process according to step 202 in
Fig. 2 aims at removing the first pulses from the meas-
urement signal to such an extent that the second pulses
can be detected by the subsequent time domain analysis
(step 203). For example, a comb filter and/or a combina-
tion of band-stop or notch filters, typically cascade cou-
pled, may be operated on the measurement signal to
block out all frequency components originating from the
first pulse generator 3. Alternatively, such blocking may
be achieved by the use of one or more adaptive filters
and notch-equivalent filters, e.g. as disclosed in aforesaid
WO 97/10013. In yet another alternative embodiment,
the measurement signal is processed in the time domain
to cancel the first pulses. In such an embodiment, a
standard signal profile of the first pulses may be obtained,
which is then subtracted from the measurement signal
at suitable amplitude and phase. The phase is indicated
by phase information which may be obtained from a sig-
nal generated by a phase sensor coupled to the first pulse
generator 3, or from a control signal for the first pulse
generator 3. The standard signal profile may be obtained
from one or more of the pressure sensors 4a-4c in the
first fluid containing circuit S1, suitably by identifying and
averaging a set of first pulse segments in the measure-
ment signal(s) similarly to the above-mentioned signal
enhancement process. The standard signal profile may
or may not be updated intermittently during the monitor-
ing process. Alternatively, a predetermined standard sig-
nal profile is used, which optionally may be modified ac-
cording to a mathematical model accounting for wear in
the first pulse generator, fluid flow rates, tubing dimen-
sions, speed of sound in the fluid, etc. It should be noted
that by filtering the measurement signal in the time do-

main, instead of the frequency domain, it is possible to
eliminate the first pulses and still retain the second puls-
es, even if the first and second pulses overlap in the fre-
quency domain.

SECOND CONCEPT

[0052] Fig. 6 is a flow chart that illustrates steps of a
monitoring process according to a second concept. In
this process, a measurement signal is received (step
601) and timing information is obtained, from the meas-
urement signal or otherwise (step 602). The timing infor-
mation is indicative of the timing of second pulses in the
measurement signal. Subsequently, the measurement
signal is processed (step 603) based on the timing infor-
mation, to calculate a value of an evaluation parameter
which is indicative of the presence or absence of a sec-
ond pulse in the measurement signal. Based on the re-
sulting value of the evaluation parameter, it is decided
(step 604) whether the fluid connection is intact or not,
typically by comparing the resulting value to a threshold
value.
[0053] Thus, in the second concept, timing information
indicates the expected position of a second pulse in the
measurement signal. This additional information may al-
low the second pulse to be identified from other types of
signal features, e.g. different/simpler evaluation param-
eters, and/or it may allow for an increased reliability in
detecting presence/absence of second pulses.
[0054] Furthermore, as explained above, the provision
of timing information allows for signal enhancement by
identifying and averaging second pulse segments in one
or more measurement signals. The signal enhancement
may increase the SNR of the measurement signal, al-
lowing for the use of a rudimentary measure as evaluation
parameter, such as signal amplitude, local maximum, lo-
cal average, etc. This may serve to improve the process-
ing speed and/or allow for less sophisticated detection
equipment.
[0055] It is to be understood that the second inventive
concept can be combined with any of the features of the
first inventive concept. For example, the measurement
signal may be filtered to remove first pulses, and the eval-
uation parameter may be calculated for an evaluation
segment given by signal values within a time window in
the filtered measurement signal. Also, any one of the
evaluation parameters suggested in relation to the first
concept is equally applicable to the second concept. It is
to be noted, however, that the filtering of the measure-
ment signal is not an essential feature of the second con-
cept, since the use of timing information may allow sec-
ond pulses to be detected in the measurement signal
even in the presence of first pulses.
[0056] The second concept may also improve the de-
tection speed, since the timing information may provide
a predicted time point for the second pulse in the meas-
urement signal/filtered measurement signal/evaluation
segment. Thereby, the number of signal values that need
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to be processed for calculation of the evaluation param-
eter value may be reduced. For example, the aforesaid
matching procedure may be simplified, since the corre-
lation between the predicted signal profile and the eval-
uation segment need only be calculated for the predicted
time point, or a confined time range around this predicted
time point. Correspondingly, the calculation of a statisti-
cal dispersion measure or the above-mentioned rudi-
mentary measure may be simplified, since the provision
of timing information makes it possible to reduce the size
of the time window for extracting the evaluation segment,
while still ensuring that each evaluation segment includes
at least one second pulse. For example, the size of the
time window may be reduced if the timing information
indicates a shortened pulse interval between the second
pulses, and/or the time window may be centred on the
predicted time point of each second pulse.
[0057] Still further, the second inventive concept al-
lows for assessing the reliability of a calculated evalua-
tion parameter value, by comparing a time point associ-
ated with the evaluation parameter value with a predicted
time point given by the timing information. For example,
the time point for a maximum correlation value obtained
in the aforesaid matching procedure may be compared
with a predicted time point for a second pulse. If these
time points deviate too much, the monitoring process
may determine that a second pulse is absent, even
though the magnitude of the correlation value might in-
dicate presence of a second pulse.
[0058] The timing information may be obtained in any
one of a plurality of different ways. For example, the tim-
ing information may be extracted from the output signal
of a pulse sensor coupled to the second fluid containing
system. The output signal may indicate individual second
pulses or an average time between second pulses. In
either case, a predicted time point for a second pulse in
the measurement signal can be calculated based on the
output signal of the pulse sensor and a known difference
in arrival time between the pulse sensor and the pressure
sensor(s) that generates the measurement signal(s). The
pulse sensor may sense the pressure waves that are
generated in the fluid by second pulse generator, or it
may directly reflect the pulse generation process in the
second pulse generator, e.g. via a control signal for the
second pulse generator or a pulse rate meter mechani-
cally coupled to the second pulse generator. In one ap-
plication, to be further exemplified below, the second fluid
containing system is a blood system of a human, and the
pulse generator is a human heart. In such an application,
the timing information may be provided by any conven-
tional pulse sensor such as a pulse watch, a pulse oxi-
meter, an electrocardiograph, etc.
[0059] Alternatively, the timing information may be ob-
tained based on the relative timing of previously detected
second pulses in the measurement signal, e.g. given by
the time points associated with previously calculated
evaluation parameter values. For example, the time dif-
ference between the two most recently detected second

pulses may be used to predict the time point for subse-
quent second pulse(s).
[0060] Alternatively, the timing information may be ob-
tained from one or more reference signals originating
from a reference pressure sensor in the first system. Such
a reference pressure sensor is suitably arranged to de-
tect second pulses even if the fluid connection is com-
promised, e.g. via a second fluid connection between the
first and second fluid containing systems.
[0061] An example of such a reference pressure sen-
sor is an arterial pressure sensor in an extracorporeal
blood flow circuit, to be further described below. In such
an extracorporeal blood flow circuit, the measurement
signal(s) may originate from one or more venous pres-
sure sensors, e.g. if the monitoring process aims at mon-
itoring the integrity of the venous-side fluid connection
between the extracorporeal blood flow circuit and a pa-
tient. The reference signal may be processed for detec-
tion of at least one second pulse, using any suitable tech-
nique, including the time domain techniques disclosed
herein. The time point of the detected second pulse in
the reference signal can then be converted to a predicted
time point in the measurement signal/filtered measure-
ment signal/evaluation segment using a known/meas-
ured difference in pulse arrival/transit time between the
reference sensor and the pressure sensor(s) used for
monitoring. Thus, in one embodiment, the difference in
transit time is given by a fixed and predefined value.
[0062] In another embodiment, the difference in transit
time between a blood line on the arterial side and a blood
line on the venous side in the extracorporeal blood flow
circuit is determined based on the actual arterial and ve-
nous pressures (absolute, relative, or average), which
may be derived from any suitable sensor in the extracor-
poreal blood flow circuit (including the venous and arterial
pressure sensors). The transit time decreases if the pres-
sure increases, i.e., high pressure equals short transit
time. During operation of the extracorporeal blood flow
circuit, the venous pressure should be higher than the
arterial pressure, and thus the transit time should be
shorter in the venous blood line compared to the transit
time in the arterial blood line. The difference in transit
time may be determined based on, e.g., a physical model
or a look-up table. The model/table may not only include
information about pressure (absolute, relative, or aver-
age), but also information about material (elasticity, plas-
ticity, etc), geometry (length, diameter, wall thickness,
etc), temperature (both fluids and ambient temperature),
mechanical factors (clamp, tension, actuators, kink-
ing/occlusion, etc), fluid properties (viscosity, wa-
ter/blood, chemical composition, etc), etc. The thus-de-
termined difference in transit time may then be used to
relate a time point of a detected second pulse in the ref-
erence signal from the arterial pressure sensor to a pre-
dicted time point in the measurement signal/filtered
measurement signal/evaluation segment originating
from the venous pressure sensor.
[0063] In a variant, an improved estimation of the tim-
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ing information may be obtained by aligning and adding
the filtered measurement signal/evaluation segment (de-
rived from the venous pressure signal) with a correspond-
ingly filtered reference signal (derived from the arterial
pressure signal), to thereby calculate an average time-
dependent signal with improved SNR. The aligning may
be based on the aforesaid difference in transit time, given
by the actual arterial and venous pressures (absolute,
relative, or average). By identifying one or more second
pulse(s) in the average time-dependent signal, an im-
proved estimation of the timing information is obtained.
[0064] Alternatively or additionally, to potentially im-
prove the precision of the timing information, the timing
information may be obtained by intermittently stopping
the first pulse generator, while identifying at least one
second pulse in the reference signal or the measurement
signal.
[0065] Optionally, the process of obtaining timing in-
formation based on an identified second pulse, be it in
the reference signal or the measurement signal, may in-
volve validating the identified second pulse (a candidate
pulse) against a temporal criterion. Such a temporal cri-
terion may, e.g., indicate an upper limit and/or a lower
limit for the time difference between the time point for the
candidate pulse and one or more previously identified
(and suitably validated) second pulses. These limits may
be fixed, or they may be set dynamically in relation to a
preceding time difference. Any candidate pulse that vio-
lates the temporal criterion may be removed/discarded
from use in obtaining the timing information.
[0066] In yet another alternative, the timing information
is obtained from a measurement signal using an iterative
approach. In this iterative approach, the measurement
signal is processed to calculate a time-sequence of eval-
uation parameter values, e.g. based on the first inventive
concept. These evaluation parameter values identify a
sequence of candidate pulses and associated candidate
time points, which is validated against a temporal crite-
rion. Such a temporal criterion may, e.g., indicate an up-
per limit and/or a lower limit for the time difference be-
tween the candidate time points. The temporal criterion
may be given by constraints in the second pulse gener-
ator 3’. Any candidate time points that violate the tempo-
ral criterion may be removed/discarded, and the timing
information may be obtained from the remaining time
points.
[0067] Different validation methods may be used de-
pending on the availability of previous timing information,
i.e. information about time points of preceding second
pulses. Such previous timing information may be given
by any one of the methods described in the foregoing, or
resulting from a previous iteration of the iterative ap-
proach.
[0068] Fig. 7(a) illustrates a sequence of candidate
pulses (denoted by X), as well as a sequence of preced-
ing second pulses (denoted by Y), laid out on a time axis.
In a first validation step, predicted time points (arrows ↓
in Fig. 7(b)) are calculated based on the previous timing

information (e.g. second pulses Y). In a second validation
step, a first temporal criterion is applied to remove/dis-
card any candidate pulses that lie too far from the pre-
dicted time points, as also shown in Fig. 7(b). In a third
validation step, a second temporal criterion is applied to
retain only the candidate pulse with the largest evaluation
parameter value among any candidate pulses that lie too
close to each other, as shown in Fig. 7(c).
[0069] A different validation method may be used if pre-
vious timing information is not available. Fig. 8 is a flow
chart for such a validation method. The initial step 801
of identifying candidate pulses is followed by a first vali-
dation step 802, in which a first temporal criterion is ap-
plied to retain only the candidate pulse with the largest
evaluation parameter value among any candidate pulses
that lie too close to each other. Fig. 7(d) shows an ex-
emplifying result of applying the first validation step 802
to the sequence of candidate pulses in Fig. 7(a). Then,
in step 803, different combinations of the remaining can-
didate pulses are formed. In step 804, an average rep-
resentation is calculated for each such combination, by
aligning and summing corresponding signal segments of
the measurement signal/filtered measurement signal.
The combinations may be formed based on a second
temporal criterion that defines an upper limit and/or a
lower limit for the time difference between the candidate
pulses. In a second validation step 805, an evaluation
parameter value is calculated for each such average rep-
resentation, and the maximum evaluation parameter val-
ue is extracted. Finally, in step 806, it is decided whether
the fluid connection is intact or not, by comparing the
maximum evaluation parameter value to a threshold val-
ue. If the maximum evaluation parameter value exceeds
the threshold value, it may be concluded that a second
pulse is present and that the fluid connection is intact. It
may be noted that there is no need to explicitly extract
the timing information in the validation method in Fig. 8,
since the use of the timing information is embedded in
the final step 806 of determining the integrity of the fluid
connection.
[0070] It should also be noted that different evaluation
parameters and/or threshold values may be used in steps
801 and 806. It is also conceivable to use a combination
of two or more of the above alternative methods for ob-
taining the timing information.
[0071] Fig. 9 is a flow chart of an embodiment that com-
bines features of the first and second e concepts. Spe-
cifically, a measurement signal is obtained and filtered
according to steps 201 and 202 of the first inventive con-
cept. Then, in step 202’, the filtered measurement signal
is processed for signal enhancement, based on timing
information. As discussed above in relation to Fig. 5, step
202’ typically involves identifying, aligning and summing
a set of second pulse segments in the filtered measure-
ment signal, to create an average signal representation.
An evaluation parameter value is then calculated based
on the enhanced signal representation according to step
203/603 of the first/second concept, and it is decided
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whether the fluid connection is intact or not (steps
204/604). The method also involves receiving a meas-
urement signal (which may be the same measurement
signal as in step 201, or the aforesaid reference signal)
according to step 601 of the second concept. Then, the
measurement/reference signal is filtered to remove the
first pulse, if required, according to step 202 of the first
inventive concept. Finally, the timing information is ob-
tained according to step 602 of the second concept.

COMBINATIONS OF MONITORING TECHNIQUES

[0072] As explained in the foregoing, the technique for
monitoring the integrity of the fluid connection can be
based on either of the first and second inventive con-
cepts, or a combination thereof. It is also possible to com-
bine such an inventive monitoring technique with one or
more conventional monitoring techniques, which e.g. in-
volve the use of an air detector, or a comparison of av-
erage pressure levels with threshold values as described
by way of introduction. Other conventional monitoring
techniques are disclosed in aforesaid WO 97/10013 and
US2005/0010118.
[0073] It might also be desirable to combine the inven-
tive monitoring techniques with other techniques that are
specially designed to handle adverse operating condi-
tions. One such operating condition may arise when the
first and second pulses overlap in the frequency domain.
As discussed above in relation to step 202 of Fig. 2, such
an operating condition could be handled by filtering the
measurement signal in the time domain. However, the
monitoring precision may be increased further by com-
bining the inventive monitoring technique with a phase-
locking technique or a beating detection method, to be
described in the following.
[0074] The phase-locking technique involves control-
ling the first/second pulse generator 3, 3’ so as to syn-
chronize the pulse rate of the first and second pulse gen-
erators 3, 3’ while applying a phase difference between
the first and second pulses. Thereby, the first and second
pulses will be separated in time, and can be detected
using the time domain analysis according to the first
and/or second inventive concepts. The phase difference
may be approximately 180°, since this may maximize the
separation of the first and second pulses in the time do-
main. The phase-locking technique may be activated
when it is detected that the frequency of the second pulse
generator approaches a frequency of the first pulse gen-
erator, or vice versa.
[0075] The beating detection method is an alternative
or complementary monitoring technique which involves
evaluating the presence or absence of a beating signal
in the measurement signal to determine the integrity of
the fluid connection. The beating signal manifests itself
as an amplitude modulation of the measurement signal
and is formed by interference between pressure waves
generated by the first pulse generator and pressure
waves generated by the second pulse generator. Instead

of trying to identify second pulses in the measurement
signal, the presence of second pulses is identified via the
secondary effect of beating. Generally, beating is a phe-
nomenon which is especially noticeable when two signals
with closely spaced frequencies are added together.
Thus, the beating signal detection is inherently well-suit-
ed to be used when the first and second pulses are closely
spaced in the frequency domain. The beating signal may
or may not be detected by analysing the measurement
signal in the time domain. Suitably, the beating detection
involves obtaining one or more specific frequencies re-
lated to the first pulse generator, and creating at least
one filtered measurement signal in which all but one of
said specific frequencies are removed. The beating sig-
nal may then be detected by determining an envelope of
the filtered measurement signal. The beating detection
method is the subject of Applicant’s co-pending Swedish
patent application No. 0800890-6 and U.S. provisional
patent application No. 61/045642, both filed on April 17,
2008.
[0076] It is to be understood that in any one of the above
combinations, the different monitoring techniques may
be carried out in series, in any order, or in parallel.

PERFORMANCE IMPROVEMENTS

[0077] The performance of the different methods for
monitoring the integrity of a fluid connection as described
herein may be improved by applying any of the following
variations.

Hypothesis Test

[0078] The determination of the integrity of the fluid
connection between the first and second fluid containing
systems could be represented by a hypothesis test. In
this hypothesis test, the above-mentioned evaluation pa-
rameter value β is compared to a threshold. The output
of the hypothesis is a decision, which may be "intact fluid
connection" (H1) if β>γ1, "compromised fluid connection"
(H0) if β<γ0, or "uncertain decision" if γ0≤β≤γ1, wherein γ0
and γ1 are different thresholds.

Magnitude Dependent Monitoring Technique

[0079] The monitoring technique may be dynamically
adjusted based on the magnitude of the first and/or sec-
ond pulses in the measurement signal and/or in the ref-
erence signal. The dynamic adjustment may affect the
process for obtaining timing information and/or the proc-
ess for obtaining the parameter value based on the meas-
urement signal.
[0080] For example, if the magnitude (e.g. amplitude)
of second pulses in the reference signal are found to be
smaller than the magnitude (e.g. amplitude) of second
pulses in the measurement signal, or smaller than a pre-
determined absolute limit, the timing information may be
obtained based on the measurement signal, whereas the
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timing information otherwise is obtained based on the
reference signal (or vice versa). Thus, with reference to
Fig. 9, step 601 is adjusted based on the magnitude of
second pulses.
[0081] In another example, if the magnitude (ampli-
tude) of the second pulses in the reference signal again
are found to be too small, the monitoring method may
switch to another method for detecting presence or ab-
sence of second pulses in the measurement signal, e.g.
a method that operates without timing information (e.g.
by omitting steps 601, 602, 202 and 202’ in Fig. 9).
[0082] In the above examples, if the magnitude of first
and second pulses are covariant entities, the dynamic
adjustment may alternatively be based on the magnitude
of first pulses, or the magnitude of a combination of first
and second pulses.

Monitoring Technique Based on Patient Data Records

[0083] When the second fluid containing system (S2
in Fig. 1) is a blood system of a patient, the monitoring
method may be configured to access and use patient-
specific information, i.e. existing data records for the pa-
tient, e.g. obtained in earlier treatments of the same pa-
tient. The patient-specific information may be stored in
an internal memory of the surveillance device (25 in Fig.
1), on an external memory which is made accessible to
the surveillance device, or on a patient card where the
information is e.g. transmitted wirelessly to the surveil-
lance device, e.g. by RFID (Radio Frequency IDentifica-
tion). For example, the surveillance device may compare
the filtered measurement signal, or a parameter derived
therefrom, to the patient-specific information. If large dif-
ferences are identified, a warning may be issued and/or
the monitoring technique may be modified (or chosen
according to a predetermined table). Furthermore, the
patient-specific information may be used by the surveil-
lance device to optimize the monitoring technique by e.g.
determining personal threshold values for use in the fore-
going algorithms/processes. The patient-specific infor-
mation may also be used by the surveillance device to
determine if an alternative monitoring technique or com-
binations of monitoring techniques should be used.

Use of Information from Regular Stops of First Pulse Gen-
erator

[0084] In one embodiment, the first pulse generator is
regularly (intermittently or periodically) stopped, and the
measurement signal and/or reference signal is analysed
for determination of amplitude, frequency and phase of
second pulses. This resulting information may then be
used to achieve detection by the above-mentioned
phase-locking technique.
[0085] Alternatively or additionally, if the magnitude
(e.g. amplitude) of the second pulse(s) detected during
such a stop is smaller than a certain limit (chosen with a
margin for safe detection), an alert on "uncertain detec-

tion" may be issued. Alternatively, if the magnitude is
smaller than another limit, the first pulse generator may
be actively controlled to be stopped at specific time in-
tervals, where the information obtained during each stop
may be used to modify the monitoring technique. For
example, the thus-obtained information may be used to
change (or add) threshold values in the foregoing algo-
rithms/processes, or to determine if an alternative mon-
itoring technique or combinations of monitoring tech-
niques should be used. In another example, if the thus-
obtained information indicates the pulse rate of second
pulses, a dedicated bandpass filter (e.g. centred on the
thus-obtained pulse rate) may be operated on the meas-
urement signal/filtered measurement signal/evaluation
segment to further improve the input to the process for
obtaining timing information (cf. step 602 in Fig. 6) and/or
the process for obtaining the parameter value based on
the measurement signal (cf. step 203/603 in Figs 2 and
9). In one embodiment, such a bandpass filter is applied
if the rates of first and second pulses are found to differ
by more than a certain limit, e.g. about 10%.
[0086] In another embodiment, the first pulse genera-
tor is selectively controlled so as to reduce the flow rate
through the fluid arrangement. By reducing the flow rate,
it is possible to accept a longer response time of the mon-
itoring process to a fault condition, while such a longer
response time may serve to improve the precision of the
monitoring process in detecting fault conditions.

MONITORING OF AN EXTRACORPOREAL BLOOD 
FLOW CIRCUIT

[0087] In the following, for the purpose of illustration
only, an implementation of the first and second inventive
concepts for monitoring the integrity of a fluid connection
is described in the context of extracorporeal blood treat-
ment. The following example involves a combination with
the above-mentioned beating detection method. This is
only an example, and the monitoring process could be
equally implemented without the beating detection meth-
od and/or in combination with any one of the other mon-
itoring techniques discussed above.
[0088] It should also be understood that the following
implementation of the first and second inventive con-
cepts, as well as the beating detection method, is not
limited to extracorporeal blood treatment, but is generally
applicable for monitoring the integrity of a fluid connection
between first and second fluid containing systems.
[0089] Fig. 10 shows an example of an extracorporeal
blood flow circuit 20 of the type which is used for dialysis.
The extracorporeal blood flow circuit 20 comprises com-
ponents 1-14 to be described in the following. Thus, the
extracorporeal blood flow circuit 20 comprises an access
device for blood extraction in the form of an arterial needle
1, and an arterial tube segment 2 which connects the
arterial needle 1 to a blood pump 3 which may be of
peristaltic type, as indicated in Fig. 10. At the inlet of the
pump there is a pressure sensor 4a (hereafter referred
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to as arterial sensor) which measures the pressure be-
fore the pump in the arterial tube segment 2. The blood
pump 3 forces the blood, via a tube segment 5, to the
blood-side of a dialyser 6. Many dialysis machines are
additionally provided with a pressure sensor 4b that
measures the pressure between the blood pump 3 and
the dialyser 6. The blood is lead via a tube segment 10
from the blood-side of the dialyser 6 to a venous drip
chamber or deaeration chamber 11 and from there back
to the patient via a venous tube segment 12 and an ac-
cess device for blood reintroduction in the form of a ve-
nous needle 14. A pressure sensor 4c (hereafter referred
to as venous sensor) is provided to measure the pressure
on the venous side of the dialyser 6. In the illustrated
example, the pressure sensor 4c measures the pressure
in the venous drip chamber. Both the arterial needle 1
and the venous needle 14 are connected to the patient
by means of a blood vessel access. The blood vessel
access may be of any suitable type, e.g. a fistula, a Scrib-
ner-shunt, a graft, etc. Depending on the type of blood
vessel access, other types of access devices may be
used instead of needles, e.g. catheters.
[0090] As discussed by way of introduction, it may be
vital to monitor the integrity of the fluid connection to the
blood vessel access with respect to malfunction in the
injection and/or extraction of blood therethrough. In many
dialysis machines, one or more of said pressure detec-
tors 4a-4c are not present. However, there will be at least
one venous pressure sensor. The following description
is focused on monitoring the integrity of the fluid connec-
tion between the blood vessel access and the venous
needle based on a measurement signal from the venous
pressure sensor. The monitoring process involves a so-
called direct detection method, which may implement one
of the first and second inventive concepts, and its differ-
ent embodiments, as discussed above. Thus, in relation
to the general arrangement in Fig. 1, the extracorporeal
blood flow circuit 20 corresponds to the first fluid contain-
ing system S1, the blood pump 3 (as well as any further
pulse source(s) within or associated with the extracor-
poreal blood flow circuit 20, such as a dialysis solution
pump, valves, etc) corresponds to the first pulse gener-
ator 3, the blood system of the patient corresponds to
the second fluid containing system S2, and the heart of
the patient corresponds to the second pulse generator 3’.
[0091] In Fig. 10, a control unit 23 is provided, i.a., to
control the blood flow in the circuit 20 by controlling the
revolution speed of the blood pump 3. The extracorporeal
blood flow circuit 20 and the control unit 23 may form part
of an apparatus for extracorporeal blood treatment, such
as a dialysis machine. Although not shown or discussed
further it is to be understood that such an apparatus per-
forms many other functions, e.g. controlling the flow of
dialysis fluid, controlling the temperature and composi-
tion of the dialysis fluid, etc.
[0092] Further, in Fig. 10, a surveillance/monitoring de-
vice 25 is configured to monitor the integrity of the ve-
nous-side fluid connection between the patient and the

extracorporeal blood flow circuit 20, specifically by mon-
itoring the presence of a signal component originating
from the patient’s heart in a blood pressure signal. Ab-
sence of such a signal component is taken as an indica-
tion of a failure in the integrity of the fluid connection, and
brings the device 25 to activate an alarm and/or stop the
blood flow, e.g. by stopping the blood pump 3 and acti-
vating a clamping device 13 on tube segment 12. The
surveillance device 25 is at least connected to receive a
measurement signal of the pressure sensor 4c. The de-
vice 25 may also be connected to pressure sensors 4a,
4b, as well as any additional pressure sensors included
in the extracorporeal blood flow circuit 20. As indicated
in Fig. 10, the device 25 may also be connected to the
control unit 23. Alternatively or additionally, the device
25 may be connected to a measurement device 26 for
indicating the frequency and phase of the blood pump 3.
The device 25 is tethered or wirelessly connected to a
local or remote device 27 for generating an audible/vis-
ual/tactile alarm or warning signal. The surveillance de-
vice 25 and/or the alarm device 27 may alternatively be
incorporated as part of a dialysis apparatus.
[0093] In Fig. 10, the surveillance device 25 comprises
a data acquisition part 28 for pre-processing the incoming
signal(s), e.g. including an A/D converter with a required
minimum sampling rate and resolution, one or more sig-
nal amplifiers, one or more filters to remove undesired
components of the incoming signal(s), such as offset,
high frequency noise and supply voltage disturbances.
[0094] In the examples given herein, the data acquisi-
tion part 28 comprises a DAQ card USB-6210 from Na-
tional Instruments with a sampling rate of 1 kHz and res-
olution of 16 bits, an operation amplifying circuit AD620
from Analog Devices, a high-pass filter with a cut-off fre-
quency of 0.03 Hz (i.a., for removal of signal offset) to-
gether with a low-pass filter with a cut-off frequency of
402 Hz (i.a., for removal of high frequency noise). To
obtain a short convergence time, a low-order filter is used
for the high-pass filter. Furthermore, the data acquisition
part 28 may include an additional fixed band-pass filter
with upper and lower cut-off frequencies of 0.5 Hz and
2.7 Hz, respectively, which corresponds to heart pulse
rates between 30 and 160 beats per minute. This filter
may be used to suppress disturbances outside the fre-
quency interval of interest.
[0095] After the pre-processing in the data acquisition
part 28, the signal from the pressure sensor 4c is provided
as input to a data analysis part 29, which executes the
actual monitoring process. Fig. 11(a) shows an example
of such a pre-processed pressure signal in the time do-
main, and Fig. 11(b) shows the corresponding power
spectrum, i.e. the pressure signal in the frequency do-
main. The power spectrum reveals that the detected
pressure signal contains a number of different frequency
components emanating from the blood pump 3. In the
illustrated example, there is a frequency component at
the base frequency (f0) of the blood pump (at 1.5 Hz in
this example), as well as its harmonics 2f0, 3f0 and 4f0.
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The base frequency, also denoted pumping frequency in
the following, is the frequency of the pump strokes that
generate pressure waves in the extracorporeal blood flow
circuit. For example, in a peristaltic pump of the type
shown in Fig. 10, two pump strokes are generated for
each full revolution of the rotor. Fig. 11(b) also indicates
the presence of a frequency component at half the pump-
ing frequency (0.5f0) and harmonics thereof, in this ex-
ample at least f0, 1.5f0, 2f0 and 2.5f0. Fig. 11(b) also
shows a heart signal (at 1.1 Hz) which in this example is
approximately 40 times weaker than the blood pump sig-
nal at the base frequency fo.
[0096] Fig. 12 is a flow chart for a data analysis or mon-
itoring process according to an embodiment of the
present invention. The illustrated process implements a
combination of detection methods to monitor the integrity
of the fluid connection between the extracorporeal blood
flow circuit 20 and the blood system of a human. One
detection method ("direct detection") involves using a
time domain analysis for detecting a heart pulse in the
pressure signal. Another detection method ("beating de-
tection") involves detecting an amplitude modulation
(beating signal) in the pressure signal, the amplitude
modulation being caused by interference between pres-
sure waves originating from the patient’s heart and the
blood pump. These detection methods will be described
in further detail below, but first the overall operation of
the process will be briefly outlined.
[0097] The monitoring process starts by inputting a sig-
nal segment of the pressure signal (step 401), as well as
information on the base frequency (f0) of the blood pump
(step 402). This frequency information may be obtained
from processing of the pressure signal itself. Alternative-
ly, it may be obtained from a signal generated by a ded-
icated measurement device (cf. 26 in Fig. 10), or from a
signal indicative of a set value or actual value used by
the control unit (cf. 23 in Fig. 10). It is to be understood
that step 402 need not be executed for every iteration of
the monitoring process.
[0098] The direct detection method involves steps
403-405, in which the signal segment is processed so as
to remove first pulses originating from the blood pump,
e.g. by blocking one or more of the frequency compo-
nents (see 0.5f0, f0, 1.5f0, 2f0, 2.5f0, 3f0 and 4f0 in Fig.
11) related to the blood pump. Typically, step 403 (cor-
responding to step 202 in Fig. 2) is designed to effectively
"clean" the signal segment from all frequency compo-
nents emanating from the blood pump. In step 404 (cor-
responding to step 203 in Fig. 2), the signal segment is
analysed in the time domain to identify any remaining
signal pulse emanating from the patient’s heart. If such
a heart pulse is detected in step 405 (corresponding to
step 204 in Fig. 2), the monitoring is returned to step 401,
in which a new pressure signal segment is inputted for
processing. As mentioned above, this new signal seg-
ment may or may not partially overlap the preceding sig-
nal segment. If no heart component is detected in step
405, the monitoring proceeds to beating detection. The

lack of a heart pulse may result from a malfunction of the
venous-side fluid connection, e.g. by the venous needle
detaching from the blood vessel access, or by the heart
pulse being too weak to be detected. Alternatively, the
heart beat frequency may essentially coincide with any
of the frequency components of the blood pump, causing
the heart pulse to be accidentally eliminated in the filtering
step 403.
[0099] In an alternative implementation, the direct de-
tection method steps 403-405 correspond to steps
602-604 according to the second concept discussed
above in relation to Fig. 6.
[0100] In either implementation, the direct detection
method may utilize timing information, which may be ob-
tained as described above in relation to the second con-
cept.
[0101] The beating detection method involves steps
406-408, in which the signal segment is processed so as
to identify a beating signal caused by interference be-
tween pressure waves originating from the heart and the
blood pump, respectively. The beating signal is perceived
as periodic variations in signal amplitude with a frequency
equal to the difference in frequency between these two
pressure waves. Thus, instead of searching for the heart
pulse itself in the pressure signal, the beating detection
looks at indirect effects of the heart pulse on the pressure
signal in the time domain.
[0102] In step 406, the signal segment is processed to
remove all frequencies except for one or more selected
frequency bands. Each such selected frequency band is
a band surrounding only one of the frequency compo-
nents (see 0.5f0, f0, 1.5f0, 2f0, 2.5f0, 3f0 and 4f0 in Fig.
11) related to the blood pump. This selective bandpass
filtering may be effected to facilitate the detection of the
beating signal. The pressure wave from the heart is gen-
erally much smaller (typically 20-200 times) than the
pressure wave from the blood pump, so a potential beat-
ing wave will be weak and possibly difficult to detect.
Typically, all frequencies outside one such selected fre-
quency band are removed from the signal segment,
whereupon the resulting filtered signal segment is ana-
lysed in the time domain for detection of a beating signal
(step 407). If the blood pump is known to produce a
number of frequency components (as shown in Fig. 11),
step 406 results in a set of filtered signal segments, each
including only frequencies around one of these frequency
components. These filtered signal segments may be gen-
erated in parallel and then analysed in step 407. Alter-
natively, filtered signal segments may be generated in
sequence, based on a given order of blood pump fre-
quency components. Each filtered signal segment may
be passed on to step 407 for analysis before another
filtered signal segment is generated, such that the gen-
erating of filtered signal segments is interrupted as soon
as a beating signal is detected.
[0103] In yet another embodiment, the heart pulse rate
is known. In such a situation, step 406 may be limited to
generating only one filtered signal segment, which in-
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cludes only frequencies around the frequency compo-
nent that lies closest to the known heart frequency. The
heart pulse rate is suitably obtained in similar way as the
timing information.
[0104] The selective bandpass filtering of step 406 may
use a fixed width of the frequency band(s), which is set
in view of a desired performance of the beating detection
method, typically the maximum frequency spacing be-
tween a heart pulse and a pump frequency component
that should result in a beating signal. For example, the
frequency bands used by the beating detection method
may be small compared to the spacing of the pump fre-
quency components, if the beating detection method is
used in combination with another detection method (e.g.
the direct detection method) which is capable of detecting
presence/absence of a heart signal in specific frequency
regions in between these frequency components. In oth-
er situations, the frequency bands may have about the
same total width as the spacing of the pump frequency
components, or the frequency bands of adjacent pump
frequency components may even overlap. In another em-
bodiment, the width of the frequency band(s) may be
adaptively set as a function of a previously determined
heart frequency. For example, the width may be reduced
as the heart frequency approaches one of the pump fre-
quency components. As mentioned above, the heart fre-
quency may e.g. be obtained from a separate pulse rate
meter, another pressure sensor, or in a preceding itera-
tion of the monitoring process.
[0105] However, it is to be understood that the selec-
tive bandpass filtering around different frequency com-
ponents of the blood pump is included to facilitate beating
detection, but may be dispensed with.
[0106] If a beating signal is detected in step 408, the
monitoring is returned to step 401, in which a new pres-
sure signal segment is inputted for processing. If no beat-
ing signal is detected in step 408, the monitoring pro-
ceeds to activate an alarm that indicates a malfunction,
or at least a warning that such a malfunction may have
occurred (step 409). Concurrently with activating the
alarm/warning, the process may proceed to step 410 in
which the pumping frequency is changed, whereupon
the monitoring process may return to step 401 to continue
to monitor the integrity of the fluid connection between
the blood vessel access and the venous needle. If a heart
component/beating signal is discovered during subse-
quent iteration(s) of the monitoring process, the
alarm/warning may be shut off. Alternatively, to minimize
the number of false alarms, the alarm/warning may be
activated only if the monitoring process fails to detect the
heart signal both before and after such a change in pump-
ing frequency.
[0107] In one embodiment of step 410, the pump is
kept operative, but its pumping frequency is changed. In
one variant, the pumping frequency is lowered in order
to reduce the blood flow and thereby minimize any blood
loss caused by the potential malfunction that has been
detected. In another variant, the pumping frequency is

actively shifted such that its frequency components are
non-coincident with its previous frequency components.
For example, the base frequency could be shifted by a
fraction of the spacing between the frequency compo-
nents originating from the pump. In the example of Fig.
11, this would mean a fraction of 0.5f0. Typically, the shift
represents a reduction in the pumping frequency.
[0108] In another embodiment of step 410, the pump
is shut-down (i.e. f0 = 0) to remove the interference from
the blood pump while also minimizing any blood loss
caused by the potential malfunction that has been de-
tected. In a variant of such an embodiment, step 410 also
involves identifying the frequency of the heart while the
blood pump is shut-down, and then re-starting the blood
pump with a pumping frequency shifted from the thus-
identified heart frequency. The heart frequency may be
identified from the pressure signal, e.g. using the spectral
signal analysis of step 404.
[0109] Fig. 13 is a block diagram of the data analysis
part (cf. 29 in Fig. 10) which is configured to carry out the
monitoring process shown in Fig. 12. In the illustrated
embodiment, the data analysis part includes a storage
block 50, a pump frequency determination block 51, a
direct detection block 52, a beating detection block 53,
and switching blocks 54, 55 for connecting the output of
the direct detection block 52 and the beating detection
block 53 to an alarm device. Although not shown, a con-
trol block may be provided to synchronize the operation
of the blocks 50-55.
[0110] The data analysis part 29 may be implemented
by software running on a processing device, such as a
general- or special-purpose computer device or a pro-
grammed microprocessor. The storage block 50 may be
a volatile or non-volatile memory of such a computer de-
vice, whereas the other blocks 51-55 may be implement-
ed by software instructions. However, it is conceivable
that some or all blocks are fully or partially implemented
by dedicated hardware, such as an FPGA, an ASIC, or
an assembly of discrete electronic components (resis-
tors, capacitors, operational amplifier, transistors, etc),
as is well-known in the art.
[0111] The storage block 50 is operated to store the
incoming pressure signal as a sequence of data samples.
The other blocks 51-53 are then operated to receive or
retrieve segments of the stored pressure signal from the
storage block 50. The storage block 50 thus buffers the
incoming pressure signal, allowing overlapping or non-
overlapping signal segments to be individually processed
and analysed. The storage block 50 may, e.g., be imple-
mented as a plurality of linear buffers or as a circular
buffer.
[0112] Block 51 is configured to determine the frequen-
cy of the blood pump based on a signal segment. An
example of an algorithm used by such a block will be
further described below.
[0113] Block 52 implements the direct detection steps
403-405 (Fig. 12), based on an estimated pumping fre-
quency provided by the pump frequency determination
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block 51. If the outcome of the determination step 405 is
negative, i.e. no heart component is found, switching
block 54 is operated to activate block 53. If a heart com-
ponent is found, switching block 54 may be operated to
provide a positive status indication to the alarm device,
and a new signal segment may be received or retrieved
by blocks 51, 52.
[0114] Block 53 implements the beating detection
steps 406-408 (Fig. 12), again based on the estimated
pumping frequency. If the outcome of determination step
408 is negative, i.e. no beating signal is detected, switch-
ing block 55 is operated to provide a negative status in-
dication to the alarm device, which issues an alarm. If a
beating signal is found, switching block 55 may be oper-
ated to provide a positive status indication to the alarm
device, and a new signal segment may be received or
retrieved by the blocks 51, 52.
[0115] In Fig. 13, the data analysis part also includes
an input 56 for receiving a signal indicative of the pumping
frequency (e.g. from the measurement device 26 or the
control unit 23 in Fig. 10). As discussed in relation to step
410 (Fig. 12), frequency information obtained from this
signal may supplement or replace the frequency deter-
mined by block 51.
[0116] Fig. 13 also indicates the provision of an input
57 for a measurement signal indicative of the patient’s
heart frequency, e.g. to provide timing information to
block 52 or to be used by block 53 when executing step
406.
[0117] An exemplifying operation for each of the blocks
51-53 will now be described, starting with the pump fre-
quency determination block 51.
[0118] The pump frequency determination block 51 is
configured to calculate a power spectrum from a pressure
signal segment, and identify the base pumping frequency
in the power spectrum. The power spectrum can be cal-
culated in any known way, e.g. by operating a DFT (Dis-
crete Fourier Transform) or an FFT (Fast Fourier Trans-
form) on the pressure signal segment. The base pumping
frequency may be identified as the frequency of the larg-
est peak in the power spectrum, or at least among one
of the largest peaks.
[0119] If the resolution of the power spectrum is low,
special measures may be employed to increase the ac-
curacy of the estimated frequency. The resolution is de-
pendent on the sampling frequency fs and the number of
samples N in the signal segment as fs/N. In one example,
signal segments of 20 seconds are sampled at 10 Hz,
with a resolution of 0.05Hz. This accuracy may be inad-
equate for the processing in the direct detection block 52
and/or beating detection block 53. To increase the accu-
racy, the signal segment may be bandpass filtered in a
narrow range around the estimated frequency obtained
from the power spectrum, resulting in a comparatively
noiseless and sinusoid-like signal segment. A precise
estimation of the base frequency can then be obtained
by determining the period of the filtered signal segment
in the time domain, e.g. by adapting a sinusoid to the

filtered signal and identifying the time difference between
zero-crossings.
[0120] The direct detection block 52 may comprise
components for cancelling the signal pulses that ema-
nate from the blood pump, and any further interfering
pulse sources (i.e. the "first pulses" discussed above in
relation to the first and second inventive concepts). Fur-
thermore, the direct detection block 52 may comprise
components that obtain the aforesaid timing information,
as well as components that carry out the time domain
analysis according to the first and/or second aspects for
identification of heart pulses in the pressure signal.
[0121] The beating detection block 53 is configured to
filter the signal segment with respect to a set of pass-
bands, each containing one frequency component of the
blood pump. Each resulting filtered signal segment is es-
sentially a sinusoid. If the frequency of the heart lies within
one of these passbands, then the corresponding filtered
signal segment will have a waveform not to be found in
any of the other filtered signal segments.
[0122] Fig. 14(a) shows a 20 second signal segment
which has been filtered with a narrow bandpass sur-
rounding the base frequency of the blood pump at 1.5029
Hz. The filtered signal also contains a heart pulse, which
has a frequency shift of 0.037 Hz with respect to the base
frequency. The relative magnitude between the blood
pump and heart pulse is 40:1. Fig. 14(b) shows a corre-
sponding filtered signal segment without a heart signal.
Although being very small, it is possible to distinguish a
difference between the signal segments, where the pres-
ence of the heart causes an overlying variation in signal
amplitude in Fig. 14(a) which is lacking in Fig 14(b). Fig.
15(a) and 15(b) are enlarged views of the signal peaks
in Figs 14(a) and 14(b), respectively, showing a clear
difference between the filtered signal segments with and
without a heart pulse.
[0123] In one embodiment, the beating detection block
53 is configured to detect the beating signal based on an
envelope obtained from the filtered signal segment.
[0124] In one such variant, the beating detection block
53 obtains the envelope by extracting an array of peak
values from the signal segment. The extracted peak val-
ues may be given by extracting signal values of individual
peaks identified in the signal segment. To improve noise
robustness, each extracted peak value may instead be
calculated as an average or sum of the signal values
forming each peak in the signal segment, e.g. including
signal values within 10-25% of the peak value or within
a given time range around the peak value. The obtained
envelope (peak value array) is then processed for calcu-
lation of an evaluation parameter. Figs 16(a) and 16(b)
show peak value arrays extracted from Figs 15(a) and
15(b), respectively.
[0125] In another variant, block 53 obtains the enve-
lope by applying a linear, time-invariant filter known as a
Hilbert transformer to the signal segment x. This opera-

tion results in a transformed signal segment , which is
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a 90° phase-shifted version of the signal segment. The

envelope b(n) can then be obtained from  with n being
the different positions in the signal segment.
[0126] For improved processing efficiency, block 53
may obtain an approximate envelope b(n) from the signal
segment x based on the relation 

[0127] The obtained envelope, be it approximate or
not, is then processed for calculation of an evaluation
parameter.
[0128] In either variant, the obtained envelope may be
low-pass filtered to further remove envelope noise, be-
fore being processed for calculation of the evaluation pa-
rameter.
[0129] In either variant, the resulting value of the eval-
uation parameter may be compared to a threshold value
for determining presence or absence of a beating signal.
[0130] In one example, the evaluation parameter is the
absolute sum of derivatives of the values of the envelope,
given by: 

with b(n) being the envelope value at position n, and N
being the number of values in the envelope.
[0131] Fig. 17 illustrates a result of moving a 20 second
window over a 5 minute pressure signal, one second at
the time, and calculating the absolute sum of derivatives
on an envelope obtained for each 20-second signal seg-
ment. The upper curve is calculated for filtered signal
segments containing a heart signal, and the lower curve
is calculated for filtered signal segments without a heart
signal. Clearly, a threshold value can be defined to dis-
tinguish between the presence and absence of a heart
signal.
[0132] The upper curve exhibits a waveform due to the
fact that the signal segment contains part of a full beating
signal period. Thus, over time, the signal segments will
contain different parts of the beating signal. Since the
gradient is small around the peaks and valleys of the
envelope and larger therebetween, the calculated sum
of derivatives will vary correspondingly over time. It
should be realized that, for a given length (time window)
of the signal segment, the detectability of the gradients
will decrease with decreasing frequency difference be-
tween heart and blood pump, since this lowers the beat-
ing frequency and flattens the envelope. A wider time
window will improve the detectability until the point where
the amplitude of the beating becomes smaller than the
noise.
[0133] In another example, the evaluation parameter

is the variance of the values of the envelope. Fig. 18 is
a plot corresponding to Fig. 17, but illustrating the vari-
ance as a function of time, with (upper) and without (low-
er) a heart signal. Clearly, a threshold value can be de-
fined to distinguish between the presence and absence
of a heart signal.
[0134] In yet another example, which may reduce in-
fluence of envelope noise, the evaluation parameter is
an averaged sum of derivatives, e.g. given by 

[0135] In another embodiment, the beating detection
block 53 determines the presence or absence of a beat-
ing signal based on pattern recognition processing. For
example, all or part of the signal segment or the envelope
may be matched against one or more predetermined sig-
nal patterns that are representative of a beating signal.
In one example, the obtained envelope (optionally low-
pass filtered) may be cross-correlated or otherwise con-
volved with each of a set of sinus waves of different fre-
quencies. Each cross-correlation/convolution results in
a correlation curve, from which a maximum correlation
value can be obtained. The resulting set of maximum
correlation values may then be compared to a threshold
value for determining presence/absence of a beating sig-
nal, where a high enough maximum correlation value
may be taken as an indication of such presence.
[0136] In an alternative implementation, the beating
detection block 53 operates on signal segments that are
long in relation to the period of the beating signal, and
processes these signal segments to detect the beating
signal in the frequency domain, e.g. by operating a Fou-
rier transformation on the envelope.
[0137] All of the above examples of determining pres-
ence of a beating signal may involve the further step of
assessing the reliability of the determined beating signal.
This assessment may involve determining the beating
frequency of the beating signal and checking if this beat-
ing frequency is reasonable. Depending on how the beat-
ing signal is identified, the beating frequency may be de-
termined by processing the obtained envelope in the
time/frequency domain, or by identifying the frequency
of the sinus wave that yields the maximum correlation
value. The beating frequency may be checked in abso-
lute terms and/or in relation to one or more beating fre-
quencies determined in preceding iterations of the mon-
itoring process (Fig. 12), where large enough deviations
from the preceding beating frequency/frequencies may
be taken as an indication that the determined beating
signal is unreliable. The assessment may result in a re-
liability score that indicates the reliability of the deter-
mined beating signal. Alternatively or additionally, the re-
liability assessment may include the step of controlling
the pump to change its pumping frequency and checking
if a corresponding change occurs in the beating signal.
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For example, the pumping frequency may be shifted
slightly, or the pump may be intermittently shut-down.
The outcome of the reliability assessment may affect the
execution of steps 409-410, e.g. whether an alarm/warn-
ing is activated, whether further iterations of the monitor-
ing process is required before activating the alarm/warn-
ing, whether the pumping frequency is to be changed, etc.
[0138] Tests have shown that different evaluation pa-
rameters may be preferable in different situations. For
example, the use of variance may increase the detecta-
bility when looking for a beating signal around one of the
harmonics, whereas the use of absolute sum of deriva-
tives or averaged sum of derivatives may be better when
looking for a beating signal around the base frequency.
Pattern recognition may be resorted to when other de-
tection methods fail. Thus, the beating detection block
53 may be configured to use one or any combination of
these evaluation parameters.
[0139] Fig. 19 is an example of frequency and ampli-
tude ranges in which a heart pulse is detectable using
the beating detection block 53. The dotted lines indicate
the frequency range of a normal heart, and the dark hor-
izontal bands indicate the frequencies at which a heart
pulse could be detected in a system using a pumping
frequency of 1.13 Hz. The five rows of horizontal bands
represent different relative magnitudes between the
blood pump and heart pulses, ranging from 20:1, 40:1,
60:1, 80:1 and 100:1 from the bottom row to the top row.
[0140] The invention has mainly been described above
with reference to a few embodiments. However, as is
readily appreciated by a person skilled in the art, other
embodiments than the ones disclosed above are equally
possible within the scope and spirit of the invention, which
is defined and limited only by the appended patent claims.
[0141] For example, the pressure signal may originate
from any conceivable type of pressure sensor, e.g. op-
erating by resistive, capacitive, inductive, magnetic or
optical sensing, and using one or more diaphragms, bel-
lows, Bourdon tubes, piezo-electrical components, sem-
iconductor components, strain gauges, resonant wires,
etc.
[0142] Further, the illustrated embodiments are appli-
cable for surveillance of all types of extracorporeal blood
flow circuits in which blood is taken from a patient’s cir-
culation to have a process applied to it before it is returned
to the circulation. Such blood flow circuits include hemo-
dialysis, hemofiltration, hemodiafiltration, plasmapher-
esis, apheresis, extracorporeal membrane oxygenation,
assisted blood circulation, and extracorporeal liver sup-
port/dialysis.
[0143] Further, the inventive monitoring techniques
are applicable to any type of pumping device that gen-
erates pressure pulses in the first fluid containing system,
not only rotary peristaltic pumps as disclosed above, but
also other types of positive displacement pumps, such
as linear peristaltic pumps, diaphragm pumps, as well as
centrifugal pumps.
[0144] Still further, the inventive monitoring techniques

are applicable also for monitoring the integrity of the fluid
connection between the blood vessel access and the ar-
terial needle based on a measurement signal from one
or more arterial pressure sensors. Such a monitoring
technique may provide a faster detection of malfunction
than the conventional air detector, and more reliable de-
tection of malfunction than conventional comparison of
average pressure levels to threshold values. In such an
application, the aforesaid reference signal may be de-
rived from one or more venous pressure sensors in the
extracorporeal blood flow circuit.
[0145] Also, it is to be understood that the monitoring
technique is equally applicable to single-needle dialysis.
[0146] The inventive monitoring techniques are also
applicable when the measurement signal originates from
a pressure sensor arranged to sense the pressure in the
human blood system. In such an embodiment, the first
fluid containing system (S1) is the human blood system,
the second fluid containing system (S2) is the extracor-
poreal blood flow circuit, and the fluid connection (C) may
be formed by a connection between an access device
and a blood vessel access. The first pulses thus originate
from the human heart, and the second pulses originate
from the pumping device in the extracorporeal blood flow
circuit (and/or any other pulse generator within or asso-
ciated with the extracorporeal blood flow circuit), and the
integrity of the fluid connection is determined by applying
the first and/or second inventive concepts to detect the
presence/absence of the second pulses in the measure-
ment signal.
[0147] Furthermore, the monitoring process is not lim-
ited to digital signal processing. Fig. 20 illustrates an ex-
emplary combination of analog devices for detection of
a beating component in a pressure signal. The individual
devices are known per se, and alternative implementa-
tions are readily available to the skilled person. The ex-
emplary combination of analog devices includes a band-
pass filter 151 which is adapted to filter an incoming pres-
sure signal to isolate a signal component at the base
frequency (f0) of the pumping device. A frequency mul-
tiplier 152 is arranged to receive the filtered pressure
signal and is controllable to generate a corresponding
output signal at a selected multiple (0.5, 1, 2.5, 3 etc) of
the base frequency. The output signal from the multiplier
152 is input as a control signal to a controllable bandpass
filter 153, which is adapted to receive and filter the in-
coming pressure signal. The filter 153 is thereby control-
led to process the pressure signal by removing all fre-
quencies except for a frequency band around the fre-
quency of the control signal from the multiplier 152 (cf.
step 406 in Fig. 12). The processed pressure signal is
input to a peak detector 154 which thereby generates an
envelope signal, which in turn is fed to a high-pass filter
155 which removes any DC component from the enve-
lope signal. Optionally, a low-pass filter (not shown) may
be included to remove high-frequency noise from the en-
velope signal. Finally, the envelope signal is received by
an amplitude detector 156 which is adapted to determine
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presence/absence of a beating signal. The amplitude de-
tector may include, in sequence, a full wave rectifier 156a,
a low-pass filter 156b and a comparator 156c which is
fed with a reference signal. If the amplitude of the input
signal to the comparator 156c exceeds the reference sig-
nal, the comparator 156c may output a signal indicating
presence of a beating signal, otherwise not, or vice versa.
[0148] The above-described concepts may also be ap-
plicable to monitoring the integrity of fluid connections
for transferring other liquids than blood. Likewise, the flu-
id connections need not be provided in relation to a hu-
man, but could be provided in relation to any other type
of fluid containing system.
[0149] In one example, the fluid connection is provided
between a blood processing circuit and a container/ma-
chine, wherein blood is pumped from one container/ma-
chine through a blood processing device in the blood
processing circuit and back to the container/machine, or
to another container/machine downstream of the blood
processing device. The blood processing device could
be any known device configured to modify and/or analyse
the blood.
[0150] In a further example, the fluid connection is pro-
vided between a dialyser and a reprocessing system,
which reprocesses the dialyser by pumping water, op-
tionally together with suitable chemicals through the di-
alyser. An example of a dialyser reprocessing system is
known from US2005/0051472.
[0151] In another example, the fluid connection is pro-
vided between a dialysate supply and a dialysate regen-
eration system, which circulates dialysate from the dia-
lysate supply through a dialysate regeneration device
and back to the supply. An example of a dialysate regen-
eration device is known from WO 05/062973.
[0152] In yet another example, the fluid connection is
provided in an arrangement for priming an extracorporeal
blood flow circuit by pumping a priming fluid from a supply
via the blood flow circuit to a dialyser. The priming fluid
may e.g. be dialysis solution, saline, purified water, etc.
[0153] In a still further example, the fluid connection is
provided in an arrangement for cleaning and disinfecting
the dialysis solution flow path of a dialysis machine, which
pumps a cleaning fluid via a flow path to a dialyser/dia-
lyser tubing. The cleaning fluid may e.g. be hot water, a
chemical solution, etc.
[0154] In a further example, the fluid connection is pro-
vided in an arrangement for purifying water, which pumps
water from a supply through a purifying device. The pu-
rifying device may use any known water purification tech-
nique, e.g. reverse osmosis, deionization or carbon ab-
sorption.
[0155] In another example, the fluid connection is pro-
vided in an arrangement for providing purified water to a
dialysis machine, e.g. to be used in the preparation of
dialysis solution therein.
[0156] In all of these examples, and in other applica-
tions related to medical treatment of human or animal
patients, it may be vital to monitor the integrity of the fluid

connection. Such monitoring can be accomplished ac-
cording to the concepts disclosed herein.

Claims

1. A device for monitoring the integrity of a fluid con-
nection (C) between first and second fluid containing
systems (S1, S2) based on at least one time-depend-
ent measurement signal from at least one pressure
sensor (4a-4c) in the first fluid containing system
(S1), wherein the first fluid containing system (S1)
comprises a first pulse generator (3), and the second
fluid containing system (S2) comprises a second
pulse generator (3’), and wherein said at least one
pressure sensor (4a-4c) is arranged to detect first
pulses originating from the first pulse generator (3)
and second pulses originating from the second pulse
generator (3’), said device comprising:

means (28) for receiving said at least one meas-
urement signal;
means (52) for processing said at least one
measurement signal, or a time-dependent mon-
itoring signal obtained therefrom, to calculate a
parameter value indicative of presence or ab-
sence of the second pulses; and
means (52) for determining the integrity of the
fluid connection (C) based at least partly on the
parameter value,
characterized in that said device further com-
prises means (52) for obtaining timing informa-
tion indicative of the timing of the second pulses
in said at least one measurement signal, and
that said means (52) for processing is configured
to calculate the parameter value by processing
said at least one measurement signal, or the
monitoring signal obtained therefrom, based on
the timing information.

2. The device of claim 1, wherein said means (52) for
processing comprises: means (52) for locating a time
window in the measurement signal, or a monitoring
signal obtained therefrom, based on the timing infor-
mation; and means (52) for calculating the parameter
value based on the signal values within said time
window.

3. The device of claim 2, wherein said means (52) for
processing further comprises: means (52) for select-
ing the length of the time window based on the timing
information.

4. The device of any one of claims 1-3, wherein said
means (52) for processing comprises: means (52)
for generating a time-dependent monitoring signal
by filtering said at least one measurement signal to
remove the first pulses; wherein the parameter value
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is calculated based on the monitoring signal.

5. The device of claim 4, wherein said means (52) for
generating further comprises: means (52) for select-
ing a set of signal segments in the thus-filtered meas-
urement signal(s); and means (52) for aligning and
adding the signal segments, based on the timing in-
formation, to generate the monitoring signal.

6. The device of claim 4 or 5, wherein said means (52)
for calculating comprises: means (52) for identifying
a candidate second pulse in the monitoring signal
and a corresponding candidate time point; and
means (52) for validating the candidate second pulse
based on the candidate time point in relation to the
timing information.

7. The device of any one of claims 1-6, which comprises
at least one of the characterizing features: that the
timing information is obtained from a pulse sensor
coupled to the second fluid containing system (S2);
and that the timing information is obtained as a func-
tion of the relative timing of second pulses identified
based on preceding parameter values.

8. The device of any one of claims 1-6, further compris-
ing means (28) for obtaining a reference pressure
signal from a reference sensor (4a-4c) in the first
fluid containing system (S1), wherein the reference
sensor (4a-4c) is arranged to detect said second
pulses even if the fluid connection (C) is compro-
mised, and wherein said means (52) for obtaining
the timing information comprises: means (52) for
identifying at least one second pulse in the reference
pressure signal and means (52) for obtaining an es-
timated difference in arrival time between the refer-
ence sensor and said at least one pressure sensor.

9. The device of claim 8, which comprises at least one
of the characterizing features: that the estimated dif-
ference in arrival time is given by a predefined value;
and that the estimated difference in arrival time is
calculated based on a difference in fluid pressure
between the location of the reference sensor and
said at least one pressure sensor.

10. The device of claim 8 or 9, further comprising means
(52) for calculating a magnitude value indicative of
the magnitude of said at least one second pulse in
the reference pressure signal, and means (52) for
comparing the magnitude value to a limit, wherein
the obtaining of the estimated difference in arrival
time by said means (52) for obtaining an estimated
difference in arrival time is conditioned upon the re-
sult of the comparing by said means (52) for com-
paring the magnitude value to a limit.

11. The device of any one of claims 1-6, wherein the first

fluid containing system (S1) is an extracorporeal
blood flow circuit comprising an arterial access de-
vice (1), a blood processing device (6), and a venous
access device (14), wherein the second fluid con-
taining system (S2) is a human blood system com-
prising a blood vessel access, wherein the arterial
access device (1) is connected to the human blood
system, wherein the venous access device (14) is
connected to the blood vessel access to form the
fluid connection (C), wherein the first pulse generator
(3) is a pumping device arranged in the extracorpor-
eal blood flow circuit (20) to pump blood from the
arterial access device (1) through the blood process-
ing device (6) to the venous access device (14),
wherein said at least one measurement signal com-
prises at least one venous measurement signal de-
rived from at least one venous pressure sensor (4c)
located downstream of the pumping device (3), and
at least one arterial measurement signal derived
from at least one arterial pressure sensor (4a) locat-
ed upstream of the pumping device (3), and wherein
the monitoring signal is generated based on said at
least one venous measurement signal, said device
comprising: means (52) for identifying at least one
second pulse in said at least one arterial measure-
ment signal; and means (52) for calculating the tim-
ing information from the thus-identified second
pulse(s).

12. The device of any one of claims 1-6, further compris-
ing: means (52) for intermittently turning off the first
pulse generator (3); means (52) for identifying at
least one second pulse in said at least one meas-
urement signal; and means (52) for calculating the
timing information from the thus-identified second
pulse.

13. The device of any one of claims 1-12, wherein the
parameter value represents a distribution of signal
values.

14. The device of any one of claims 1-13, wherein said
means (52) for processing comprises one of: means
(52) for calculating the parameter value as a statis-
tical dispersion measure of the signal values within
a time window in the measurement signal, or a mon-
itoring signal obtained therefrom; and means (52)
for matching signal values within a time window in
the measurement signal, or a monitoring signal ob-
tained therefrom, to a predicted temporal signal pro-
file of a second pulse.

15. A method for monitoring the integrity of a fluid con-
nection (C) between first and second fluid containing
systems (S 1, S2) based on at least one time-de-
pendent measurement signal from at least one pres-
sure sensor (4a-4c) in the first fluid containing sys-
tem (S1), wherein the first fluid containing system
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(S1) comprises a first pulse generator (3), and the
second fluid containing system (S2) comprises a
second pulse generator (3’), and wherein said at
least one pressure sensor (4a-4c) is arranged to de-
tect first pulses originating from the first pulse gen-
erator (3) and second pulses originating from the
second pulse generator (3’), said method compris-
ing:

receiving said at least one measurement signal;
obtaining timing information indicative of the tim-
ing of the second pulses in said at least one
measurement signal;
processing said at least one measurement sig-
nal based on the timing information, to calculate
a parameter value indicative of presence or ab-
sence of the second pulses; and
determining the integrity of the fluid connection
(C) based at least partly on the parameter value.

16. A computer program product comprising instructions
for causing the device according to claim 1 to perform
the method of claim 15.

Patentansprüche

1. Vorrichtung zum Überwachen der Unversehrtheit ei-
ner Fluidverbindung (C) zwischen einem ersten und
einem zweiten Fluid enthaltenden System (S1, S2)
basierend auf mindestens einem zeitabhängigen
Messsignal von mindestens einem Drucksensor (4a-
4c) in dem ersten Fluid enthaltenden System (S1),
wobei das erste Fluid enthaltende System (S1) einen
ersten Impulsgenerator (3) umfasst und das zweite
Fluid enthaltende System (S2) einen zweiten Im-
pulsgenerator (3’) umfasst und wobei der mindes-
tens eine Drucksensor (4a-4c) dafür ausgelegt ist,
erste Impulse, die von dem ersten Impulsgenerator
(3) stammen, und zweite Impulse, die von dem zwei-
ten Impulsgenerator (3’) stammen, zu detektieren,
wobei die Vorrichtung Folgendes umfasst:

Mittel (28) zum Empfangen des mindestens ei-
nen Messsignals;
Mittel (52) zum Verarbeiten des mindestens ei-
nen Messsignals, oder eines zeitabhängigen
Überwachungssignals, das daraus erhalten
wird, um einen Parameterwert zu berechnen,
der die Anwesenheit oder Abwesenheit der
zweiten Impulse anzeigt; und
Mittel (52) zum Bestimmen der Unversehrtheit
der Fluidverbindung (C) zumindest teilweise an-
hand des Parameterwerts,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Vorrich-
tung ferner Mittel (52) zum Erhalten von Zeit-
steuerungsinformationen umfasst, die die Zeit-
steuerung des zweiten Impulses in dem mindes-

tens einen Messsignal anzeigen, und dass die
Mittel (52) zum Verarbeiten konfiguriert sind,
den Parameterwert durch Verarbeiten des min-
destens einen Messsignals oder des Überwa-
chungssignals, das daraus erhalten wird, basie-
rend auf den Zeitsteuerungsinformationen zu
berechnen.

2. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Mittel (52)
zum Verarbeiten Folgendes umfassen: Mittel (52)
zum Lokalisieren eines Zeitfensters in dem Messsi-
gnal oder einem Überwachungssignal, das daraus
erhalten wird, basierend auf den Zeitsteuerungsin-
formationen; und Mittel (52) zum Berechnen des Pa-
rameterwertes basierend auf den Signalwerten in-
nerhalb des Zeitfensters.

3. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, wobei die Mittel (52)
zum Verarbeiten ferner Folgendes umfassen: Mittel
(52) zum Auswählen der Länge des Zeitfensters ba-
sierend auf den Zeitsteuerungsinformationen.

4. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1-3, wobei
die Mittel (52) zum Verarbeiten Folgendes umfas-
sen: Mittel (52) zum Erzeugen eines zeitabhängigen
Überwachungssignals durch Filtern des mindestens
einen Messsignals, um die ersten Impulse zu entfer-
nen; wobei der Parameterwert basierend auf dem
Überwachungssignal berechnet wird.

5. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 4, wobei die Mittel (52)
zum Erzeugen ferner Folgendes umfassen: Mittel
(52) zum Auswählen eines Satzes von Signalseg-
menten in den derart gefilterten Messsignalen; und
Mittel (52) zum Ausrichten und Summieren der Sig-
nalsegmente basierend auf den Zeitsteuerungsin-
formationen, um das Überwachungssignal zu erzeu-
gen.

6. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 4 oder 5, wobei die Mittel
(52) zum Berechnen Folgendes umfassen: Mittel
(52) zum Identifizieren eines zweiten Kandidaten-
pulses in dem Überwachungssignal und eines ent-
sprechenden Kandidatenzeitpunkts; und Mittel (52)
zum Bestätigen des zweiten Kandidatenpulses ba-
sierend auf dem Kandidatenzeitpunkt im Verhältnis
zu den Zeitsteuerungsinformationen.

7. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1-6, die min-
destens eines der folgenden kennzeichnenden
Merkmale umfasst: die Zeitsteuerungsinformatio-
nen werden von einem Impulssensor erhalten, der
mit dem zweiten Fluid enthaltenden System (S2) ge-
koppelt ist; und die Zeitsteuerungsinformationen
werden als eine Funktion der relativen Zeitsteuerung
der zweiten Impulse erhalten, die basierend auf den
vorherigen Parameterwerten identifiziert werden.
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8. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1-6, die fer-
ner Mittel (28) zum Erhalten eines Referenzdrucksi-
gnals von einem Referenzsensor (4a-4c) in dem ers-
ten Fluid enthaltenden System (S1) umfasst, wobei
der Referenzsensor (4a-4c) dafür ausgelegt ist, die
zweiten Impulse zu detektieren, auch wenn die Flu-
idverbindung (C) beeinträchtigt ist, und wobei die
Mittel (52) zum Erhalten der Zeitsteuerungsinforma-
tionen Folgendes umfassen: Mittel (52) zum Identi-
fizieren mindestens eines zweiten Impulses in dem
Referenzdrucksignal und Mittel (52) zum Erhalten
einer geschätzten Differenz in der Ankunftszeit zwi-
schen dem Referenzsensor und dem mindestens ei-
nen Drucksensor.

9. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 8, die mindestens eines
der folgenden Merkmale umfasst, die dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet sind, dass: die geschätzte Differenz
in der Ankunftszeit durch einen vorher festgelegten
Wert gegeben ist; und die geschätzte Differenz in
der Ankunftszeit basierend auf einer Differenz im
Fluiddruck zwischen der Position des Referenzsen-
sors und des mindestens einen Drucksensors be-
rechnet wird.

10. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 8 oder 9, die ferner Mittel
(52) zum Berechnen eines Betragswertes, der den
Betrag des mindestens einen zweiten Impulses in
dem Referenzdrucksignal anzeigt, und Mittel (52)
zum Vergleichen des Betragswertes mit einem
Grenzwert umfasst, wobei das Erhalten der ge-
schätzten Differenz in der Ankunftszeit durch die Mit-
tel (52) zum Erhalten einer geschätzten Differenz in
der Ankunftszeit durch das Ergebnis des Verglei-
chens durch die Mittel (52) zum Vergleichen des Be-
tragswertes mit einem Grenzwert bedingt ist.

11. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1-6, wobei
das erste Fluid enthaltende System (S1) einem ex-
trakorporalen Blutflusskreislauf entspricht, der eine
Arterienzugangsvorrichtung (1), eine Blutverarbei-
tungsvorrichtung (6) und eine Venenzugangsvor-
richtung (14) umfasst, wobei das zweite Fluid ent-
haltende System (S2) einem menschlichen Blutsys-
tem entspricht, das einen Blutgefäßzugang umfasst,
wobei die Arterienzugangsvorrichtung (1) mit dem
menschlichen Blutsystem verbunden ist, wobei die
Venenzugangsvorrichtung (14) mit dem
Blutgefäßzugang verbunden ist, um die Fluidverbin-
dung (C) zu erzeugen, wobei der erste Impulsgene-
rator (3) eine Pumpvorrichtung ist, die in dem extra-
korporalen Blutflusskreislauf (20) angeordnet ist, um
Blut von der Arterienzugangsvorrichtung (1) durch
die Blutverarbeitungsvorrichtung (6) zu der Venen-
zugangsvorrichtung (14) zu pumpen, wobei das min-
destens eine Messsignal mindestens ein venöses
Messsignal, das von mindestens einem venösen
Drucksensor (4c), der hinter der Pumpvorrichtung

(3) positioniert ist, abgeleitet wird, und mindestens
ein arterielles Messsignal umfasst, das von mindes-
tens einem arteriellen Drucksensor (4a), der vor der
Pumpvorrichtung (3) positioniert ist, abgeleitet wird,
und wobei das Überwachungssignal basierend auf
mindestens einem venösen Messsignal erzeugt
wird, wobei die Vorrichtung Folgendes umfasst: Mit-
tel (52) zum Identifizieren mindestens eines zweiten
Impulses in dem mindestens einen arteriellen Mess-
signal; und Mittel (52) zum Berechnen der Zeitsteu-
erungsinformationen von dem derart identifizierten
zweiten Impuls bzw. von den derart identifizierten
zweiten Impulsen.

12. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1-6, die fer-
ner Folgendes umfasst: Mittel (52) zum intermittie-
renden Abschalten des ersten Impulsgenerators (3);
Mittel (52) zum Identifizieren mindestens eines zwei-
ten Impulses in dem mindestens einen Messsignal;
und Mittel (52) zum Berechnen der Zeitsteuerungs-
informationen von dem derart identifizierten zweiten
Impuls.

13. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1-12, wobei
der Parameterwert eine Verteilung von Signalwerten
darstellt.

14. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1-13, wobei
die Mittel (52) zum Verarbeiten eines der folgenden
Mittel umfassen: Mittel (52) zum Berechnen des Pa-
rameterwertes als ein statistisches Streuungsmaß
der Signalwerte innerhalb eines Zeitfensters in dem
Messsignal oder einem Überwachungssignal, das
daraus erhalten wird; und Mittel (52) zum Verglei-
chen der Signalwerte innerhalb eines Zeitfensters in
dem Messsignal oder in einem Überwachungssig-
nal, das daraus erhalten wird, mit einem vorgegebe-
nen zeitlichen Signalprofil eines zweiten Impulses.

15. Verfahren zum Überwachen der Unversehrtheit ei-
ner Fluidverbindung (C) zwischen einem ersten und
einem zweiten Fluid enthaltenden System (S1, S2)
basierend auf mindestens einem zeitabhängigen
Messsignal von mindestens einem Drucksensor (4a-
4c) in dem ersten Fluid enthaltenden System (S1),
wobei das erste Fluid enthaltende System (S1) einen
ersten Impulsgenerator (3) umfasst und das zweite
Fluid enthaltende System (S2) einen zweiten Im-
pulsgenerator (3’) umfasst und wobei der mindes-
tens eine Drucksensor (4a-4c) dafür ausgelegt ist,
erste Impulse, die von dem ersten Impulsgenerator
(3) stammen, und zweite Impulse, die von dem zwei-
ten Impulsgenerator (3’) stammen, zu detektieren,
wobei das Verfahren Folgendes umfasst:

Empfangen des mindestens einen Messsignals;
Erhalten von Zeitsteuerungsinformationen, die
die Zeitsteuerung des zweiten Impulses in dem

41 42 



EP 2 303 356 B1

23

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

mindestens einen Messsignal anzeigen;
Verarbeiten des mindestens einen Messsignals
basierend auf den Zeitsteuerungsinformatio-
nen, um einen Parameterwert zu berechnen,
der die Anwesenheit oder die Abwesenheit der
zweiten Impulse anzeigt; und
Bestimmen der Unversehrtheit der Fluidverbin-
dung (C) zumindest teilweise anhand des Para-
meterwerts.

16. Computerprogrammprodukt, das Anweisungen um-
fasst, um die Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 zu ver-
anlassen, das Verfahren nach Anspruch 15 durch-
zuführen.

Revendications

1. Dispositif de surveillance de l’intégrité d’une liaison
fluidique (C) entre des premier et deuxième systè-
mes contenant du fluide (S1, S2) sur la base d’au
moins un signal de mesure fonction du temps pro-
venant d’au moins un capteur de pression (4a-4c)
dans le premier système contenant du fluide (S1),
dans lequel le premier système contenant du fluide
(S1) comprend un premier générateur d’impulsions
(3) et le deuxième système contenant du fluide (S2)
comprend un deuxième générateur d’impulsions
(3’), et dans lequel ledit au moins un capteur de pres-
sion (4a-4c) est agencé pour détecter des premières
impulsions issues du premier générateur d’impul-
sions (3) et des deuxièmes impulsions issues du
deuxième générateur d’impulsions (3’), ledit dispo-
sitif comprenant :

un moyen (28) de réception dudit au moins un
signal de mesure ;
un moyen (52) de traitement dudit au moins un
signal de mesure, ou un signal de surveillance
fonction du temps obtenu à partir de celui-ci,
dans le but de calculer une valeur de paramètre
indiquant la présence ou l’absence des deuxiè-
mes impulsions ; et
un moyen (52) de détermination de l’intégrité de
la liaison fluidique (C) sur la base en partie au
moins de la valeur de paramètre,
ledit dispositif étant caractérisé en ce qu’il com-
prend en outre un moyen (52) d’obtention d’in-
formations d’organisation temporelle indiquant
l’organisation temporelle des deuxièmes impul-
sions dans ledit au moins un signal de mesure,
et en ce que ledit moyen (52) de traitement est
configuré pour calculer la valeur de paramètre
par traitement dudit au moins un signal de me-
sure, ou du signal de surveillance obtenu à partir
de celui-ci, sur la base des informations d’orga-
nisation temporelle.

2. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel ledit
moyen (52) de traitement comprend : un moyen (52)
de localisation d’une fenêtre temporelle dans le si-
gnal de mesure, ou dans un signal de surveillance
obtenu à partir de celui-ci, sur la base des informa-
tions d’organisation temporelle ; et un moyen (52)
de calcul de la valeur de paramètre sur la base des
valeurs de signal au sein de ladite fenêtre temporel-
le.

3. Dispositif selon la revendication 2, dans lequel ledit
moyen (52) de traitement comprend en outre : un
moyen (52) de sélection de la longueur de la fenêtre
temporelle sur la base des informations d’organisa-
tion temporelle.

4. Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 3, dans lequel ledit moyen (52) de traitement
comprend : un moyen (52) de génération d’un signal
de surveillance fonction du temps par filtrage dudit
au moins un signal de mesure dans le but d’éliminer
les premières impulsions ; la valeur de paramètre
étant calculée sur la base du signal de surveillance.

5. Dispositif selon la revendication 4, dans lequel ledit
moyen (52) de génération comprend en outre : un
moyen (52) de sélection d’un ensemble de segments
de signal dans le(s) signal (signaux) de mesure ainsi
filtré(s) ; et un moyen (52) d’alignement et d’ajout
des segments de signal, sur la base des informations
d’organisation temporelle, dans le but de générer le
signal de surveillance.

6. Dispositif selon la revendication 4 ou 5, dans lequel
ledit moyen (52) de calcul comprend : un moyen (52)
d’identification d’une deuxième impulsion candidate
dans le signal de surveillance et d’un point dans le
temps candidat correspondant ; et un moyen (52) de
validation de la deuxième impulsion candidate sur
la base du point dans le temps candidat par rapport
aux informations d’organisation temporelle.

7. Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 6, comprenant au moins un des traits caractéris-
tiques suivants : les informations d’organisation tem-
porelle sont obtenues à partir d’un capteur d’impul-
sions couplé au deuxième système contenant du flui-
de (S2) ; et les informations d’organisation tempo-
relle sont obtenues en fonction de l’organisation tem-
porelle relative de deuxièmes impulsions identifiées
sur la base de valeurs de paramètre précédentes.

8. Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 6, comprenant en outre un moyen (28) d’obten-
tion d’un signal de pression de référence auprès d’un
capteur de référence (4a-4c) dans le premier systè-
me contenant du fluide (S1), le capteur de référence
(4a-4c) étant agencé pour détecter lesdites deuxiè-
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mes impulsions même si la liaison fluidique (C) est
compromise, et ledit moyen (52) d’obtention des in-
formations d’organisation temporelle comprenant :
un moyen (52) d’identification d’au moins une
deuxième impulsion dans le signal de pression de
référence et un moyen (52) d’obtention d’une diffé-
rence estimée de temps d’arrivée entre le capteur
de référence et ledit au moins un capteur de pres-
sion.

9. Dispositif selon la revendication 8, comprenant au
moins un des traits caractéristiques suivants : la dif-
férence estimée de temps d’arrivée est donnée par
une valeur prédéfinie ; et la différence estimée de
temps d’arrivée est calculée sur la base d’une diffé-
rence de pression de fluide entre l’emplacement du
capteur de référence et celui dudit au moins un cap-
teur de pression.

10. Dispositif selon la revendication 8 ou 9, comprenant
en outre un moyen (52) de calcul d’une valeur d’am-
plitude indiquant l’amplitude de ladite au moins une
deuxième impulsion dans le signal de pression de
référence, et un moyen (52) de comparaison de la
valeur d’amplitude à une limite, l’obtention de la dif-
férence estimée de temps d’arrivée par ledit moyen
(52) d’obtention d’une différence estimée de temps
d’arrivée étant conditionnée par la résultat de la com-
paraison par ledit moyen (52) de comparaison de la
valeur d’amplitude à une limite.

11. Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 6, dans lequel ledit premier système contenant
du fluide (S1) est un circuit de circulation sanguine
extracorporelle comprend un dispositif d’accès arté-
riel (1), un dispositif de traitement sanguin (6) et un
dispositif d’accès veineux (14), dans lequel le
deuxième système contenant du fluide (S2) est un
système sanguin humain comprenant un accès aux
vaisseaux sanguins, dans lequel le dispositif d’accès
artériel (1) est relié au système sanguin humain,
dans lequel le dispositif d’accès veineux (14) est relié
à l’accès aux vaisseaux sanguins pour former la
liaison fluidique (C), dans lequel le premier généra-
teur d’impulsions (3) est un dispositif de pompage
agencé dans le circuit de circulation sanguine extra-
corporelle (20) pour pomper du sang depuis le dis-
positif d’accès artériel (1) jusqu’au dispositif d’accès
veineux (14) en passant par le dispositif de traite-
ment sanguin (6), dans lequel ledit au moins un si-
gnal de mesure comprend au moins un signal de
mesure veineuse obtenu auprès d’au moins un cap-
teur de pression veineuse (4c) situé en aval du dis-
positif de pompage (3) et au moins un signal de me-
sure artérielle obtenu auprès d’au moins un capteur
de pression artérielle (4a) situé en amont du dispo-
sitif de pompage (3), et dans lequel le signal de sur-
veillance est généré sur la base dudit au moins un

signal de mesure veineuse, ledit dispositif
comprenant : un moyen (52) d’identification d’au
moins une deuxième impulsion dans ledit au moins
un signal de mesure artérielle ; et un moyen (52) de
calcul des informations d’organisation temporelle à
partir de la (des) deuxième(s) impulsion(s) ainsi
identifiée(s).

12. Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 6, comprenant en outre : un moyen (52) de cou-
pure intermittente du premier générateur d’impul-
sions (3) ; un moyen (52) d’identification d’au moins
une deuxième impulsion dans ledit au moins un si-
gnal de mesure ; et un moyen (52) de calcul des
informations d’organisation temporelle à partir de la
deuxième impulsion ainsi identifiée.

13. Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 12, dans lequel la valeur de paramètre représente
une distribution de valeurs de signal.

14. Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 13, dans lequel ledit moyen (52) de traitement
comprend : un moyen (52) de calcul de la valeur de
paramètre sous forme d’une mesure de dispersion
statistique des valeurs de signal au sein d’une fenê-
tre temporelle dans le signal de mesure ou un signal
de surveillance obtenu à partir de celui-ci ; et/ou un
moyen (52) de mise en correspondance de valeurs
de signal au sein d’une fenêtre temporelle dans le
signal de mesure ou un signal de surveillance obtenu
à partir de celui-ci avec un profil de signal temporel
prédit d’une deuxième impulsion.

15. Procédé de surveillance de l’intégrité d’une liaison
fluidique (C) entre des premier et deuxième systè-
mes contenant du fluide (S1, S2) sur la base d’au
moins un signal de mesure fonction du temps pro-
venant d’au moins un capteur de pression (4a-4c)
dans le premier système contenant du fluide (S1),
dans lequel le premier système contenant du fluide
(S1) comprend un premier générateur d’impulsions
(3) et le deuxième système contenant du fluide (S2)
comprend un deuxième générateur d’impulsions
(3’), et dans lequel ledit au moins un capteur de pres-
sion (4a-4c) est agencé pour détecter des premières
impulsions issues du premier générateur d’impul-
sions (3) et des deuxièmes impulsions issues du
deuxième générateur d’impulsions (3’), ledit procédé
comprenant les étapes de :

réception dudit au moins un signal de mesure ;
obtention d’informations d’organisation tempo-
relle indiquant l’organisation temporelle des
deuxièmes impulsions dans ledit au moins un
signal de mesure ;
traitement dudit au moins un signal de mesure
sur la base des informations d’organisation tem-
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porelle dans le but de calculer une valeur de
paramètre indiquant la présence ou l’absence
des deuxièmes impulsions ; et
détermination de l’intégrité de la liaison fluidique
(C) sur la base en partie au moins de la valeur
de paramètre.

16. Produit-programme d’ordinateur comprenant des
instructions destinées à amener le dispositif selon la
revendication 1 à mettre en oeuvre le procédé selon
la revendication 15.
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