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The present invention relates generally to con 
tainers, and more particularly to a container 
admirably designed to facilitate packing of brake 
band lining for shipment, as well as to provide a 
container which can be conveniently handled by 
the retailer in disposing of Said merchandise. 
In carrying out the invention I comprehend the 

provision of a container from which the mer 
chandise is dispensed from time to time in vari 
OuS and desired lengths, and in a manner So that 
only the portion to be sold is removed from the 
Container, the remaining merchandise being com 
pletely housed by the container, and thus main 
tained in a clean and Salable condition. 
The invention aims to provide means whereby 

merchandise of the above mentioned, character 
can be quickly and conveniently packed by the 
manufacturer for shipment, and eliminate the 
necessity of the retailer or recipient of said pack 
age from Opening the same in order to dispense 
said merchandise, thereby leaving the latter in its 
initial position. Within the container, and pro 
tected thereby from dust, dirt or other foreign 
matter. 
More specifically stated the invention provides 

a container for merchandise of the class in ques 
tion, wherein the opposed side walls are formed 
With aligned central openings of Sufficient diam 
eter to permit the merchandise to be quickly dis 
pensed in different and desired lengths from 
either side of the container, as well as to permit 
the insertion of the hand through said openings, 
So that the container can be conveniently held 
or handled as the occasion may require. 
Another important Object of the invention 

resides in the provision of a container wherein 
the merchandise can be quickly and conveniently 
packed for shipment, the container preferably 
being made up of companion sections capable of 
being easily and quickly associated and subse 
quently sealed. 
A further and important object of the inven 

tion resides in the provision of a novel means for 
both Sealing the container and bracing or re 
inforcing the sides thereof. - 
Other objects and advantages will appear when 

the following detail description is read in connec 
tion. With the accompanying drawings, the inven 
tion residing in the construction, combination and 
arrangement of parts as claimed. 
In the drawings forming part of this application 

like numerals of reference indicate similar parts 
in the several views and wherein: . . . 

Figure is a perspective View of the container. 
Figure 2 is a similar view showing how the 

merchandise is dispensed through the central 
opening thereof. - - 

Figure 3 is a transverse sectional view through 
the container showing the arrangement of the 
merchandise therein. 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of one section of 
the container. - 

Figure 5 is a similar view of the other section 
of the container. 

Figure 6 is a plan view of the blank from which 
each section is formed. 

Before entering into a detail description of 
what is herein illustrated in the drawings, I desire 
to have it understood that the container forming 
the Subject matter of the present invention may 
vary in Size and design without departing from 
the inventive idea, and may also be made in one 
Or more Sections, providing it is characterized by 
the centrally arranged openings for the purpose 
hereinabove specified. 

However, in the specific embodiment of the in 
vention disclosed, the container is preferably of 
circular contour, and is primarily intended to 
receive a roll of brake lining or the like, which 
is arranged within the container as clearly illus 
trated in Figure 3, and dispensed therefrom in 
the manner illustrated in Figure 2. In the em 
bodiment of the invention disclosed, the container 
preferably comprises two companion sections of 
the character shown in Figures 4 and 5, and each 
of these Sections is formed from a single blank 
of material in the nature of a disk indicated at 10 
and formed with an enlarged central opening 11. 
The blank is provided With a circumferential 
Series of radially disposed slits 12 which define 
bendable portions 13, and all of these portions are 
adapted to be bent in Wardly at a right angle to 
the body of the Section along the fold line indi 
cated at 14. When the bendable portions 13 are 
all, arranged in the manner shown in Figures 4 
and 5, a stirip of Suitable material 15 is adhesively 
secured to the inner faces of the bendable por 
tions holding them arranged relatively in the 
manner shown in Figures 4 and 5. As above 
stated the container preferably comprises two 
sections indicated at A and B respectively, and 
each Section is formed in the manner just de 
Scribed. One section however is slightly Smaller 
in diameter, so that when the Sections are asso 
ciated, they overlap, thus providing for an ad 
justment Which permits the container to accorn 
modate itself to lining of different widths. By 
reason of the construction thus far described, it 
is manifest that the container can be very cheap 
ly manufactured, and the parts quickly and easily 
assembled, with a view of packing the merchan 
dise for shipment with a minimum of effort and 
expense. It is only necessary to arrange a roll 
of inherehandise, such as brake lining or the like 
within the bottom section A, and then place the 
top Section B in position to cover Said merchan 
dise. * 

While the container may be constructed from 
any suitable material, it is preferably formed 
from cardboard, and the invention contemplates 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

100 

105 

O 

15 

120 



10 

5 

20 

30 

35 

40 

50 

55 

, 60 

70 

to the Same. 

2 
a novel construction of means for sealing the con 
tainer, and at the same time effectively brace the 
opposed side walls, so that the container can be 
quickly and conveniently handled in a manner 
to be hereinafter described, with little possibility 
of tearing or otherwise injuring the container. 
This is an important feature of the invention, in 
asmuch as after the merchandise has been placed 
within the container, and the latter Sealed, the 
merchandise is dispensed in different and desired 
lengths through the aligned openings. 11, and in 
this manner the Sections of the container are 
never separated, but held associated in their 
given positions for the purpose of protecting the 
merchandise, and thus maintaining it in a clean 
and Salable condition. Figure 2 clearly illustrates 
how the merchandise is removed from the Con 
tainer in different and desired lengths, and it is 
of course manifest that the merchandise can be 
so dispensed from either side of the container, 
a fact which rendel's the latter particularly easy 
and convenient to handle for this purpose. 
The means for sealing the container and brac 

ing the opposed walls thereof, preferably con 
sists of a number of flexible Strips 16 which may 
be of any suitable material, and these strips are 
passed through the openings 11 of the container 
and then extended radially along the opposed side 
walls as clearly illustrated in Figures 1 to 3 inclu 
sive. The strips 16 engage the edges of the open 
ings 11, and extend from these edges to the pe 
riphery of the container, the free ends of each 
strip being secured to the outer periphery of the 
container and to each other in Overlapped rela 
tion as illustrated in Figure 3. Each Strip is ad 
hesively secured to the opposed side walls of the 
container and inasmuch as they straddle and en 
brace said walls, they tend to hold the latter in 
parallel relation, and materially reinforce the 
container in its entirety. After the free ends 17 
of the strips have been adhesively secured to the 
periphery of the container and to each other, a 
strip of suitable material 18 is then adhesively 
secured to the periphery of the container about 
the ends 17 of the strips 16, and as illustrated the 
strip 18 is of the same width as that of the finished 
product or container. In this connection it is 
desired to be stated that any number of Strips 
16 may be employed for the purpose described, 
although in actual use it has been found that 
four of said strips arranged diametrically oppo 
site each other effectively Serve the purpose. 
When the container is received by a retailer, or 
other recipient, the merchandise is allowed to re 
main completely covered, and thus kept in a very 
clean and salable condition, and in order to dis 
pense said merchandise it is only necessary to 
break one or more of the intermediate portions 
19 of the strips 16, to permit the merchandise to 
be dispensed in the manner illustrated in Figure 
2. The advantage of the strips 16 is to Strengthen 
and reinforce the container for shipment, and 
aiiGWS a large number of containers to be quickly 
and conveniently handled. Without doing injury 

The openings 11 are initially pro 
vided to permit the merchandise to be dispensed 
therefron, but also are made of a Sufficient di 
ameter to define a hand receiving passage, So that 
the hand can be passed through the package and 
carried by gripping the peripheral edges of the 
openings 11. While each container is of con 
siderable size, as merchandise of the class in 
question is usually shipped in standard lengths, 

75 
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the hand receiving passage defined by the aligned 
openings 11, makes it possible to very convenient 
ly handle a large number of containers for Ship 
ment, as well as an individual container When 
dispensing merchandise therefrom. 
While it is believed that from the foregoing 

description, the nature and advantages of the 
invention will be readily apparent, I desire to 
have it understood, that I do not limit myself 
to what is herein shown and described and that 
such changes may be resorted to when desired 
as fall within the scope of what is claimed. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A container for merchandise of the chair 

acter described comprising two disk-like com 
panion sections, an annular Series of bendable 
portions carried by the periphery of each sec 
tion and adapted to be bent at right angles 
thereto and unitedly define an annular flange, 
a strip of adhesive material Secured to the inner 
Surfaces of all of said bendable portions and 
holding the Sane fixed relatively in a rigid flange 
forming position, Said flanges of the respective 
Sections being arranged in overlapping relation, 
Said Sections having centrally located aligned 
Openings through either of Which the merchan 
dise is dispensed, and means for holding Said 
Sections permanently Secured together. 

2. A container for merchandise of the chair 
acter described comprising tWO disk-like COIn 
panion Sections, an annular Series of bendable 
portions carried by the periphery of each section 
and adapted to be bent at right angles thereto 
and unitedly define a flange, a Strip of adhesive 
material Secured to inner Surfaces of all of Said 
bendable portions and holding the latter fixed 
relatively in a rigid flange forming position, said 
Sections being associated with their flanges in 
Overlapping relation, Said Sections having en 
larged centrally located aligned openings through 
either of which the merchandise is dispensed, 
StripS paSSed through Said openings and Secured 
to the Outer sides of the respective sections in 
parallel relation to brace said Sections, and the 
free ends of each Strip being adhesively Secured 
in overlapping relation to the periphery of the 
container to hold Said sections permanently 
Secured together. 

3. A container for merchandise of the chair 
acter described comprising two disk-like com 
panion Sections, an annular Series of bendable 
portions carried by the periphery of each section 
and adapted to be bent at right angles thereto 
and unitedly define a flange, a strip of adhesive 
material Secured to the inner Surfaces of all 
of Said bendable portions and holding the latter 
fixed relatively in a rigid flange forming posi 
tion, Said Sections being associated with their 
flanges in Overlapping relation, Said Sections hav 
ing enlarged centrally located aligned openings 
through either of which the merchandise is dis 
pensed, Spaced strips for bracing the walls of 
Said container, each Strip being passed through 
the openings of Said Sections and having parallel 
portions Secured to the Walls of said sections, 
and their flee ends adhesively Secured to the 
periphery of the container and to each other 
in Overlapping relation, and a strip of material 
adhesively Secured to the periphery of the con 
tainer and covering the ends of the first men- . 
tioned strips, whereby said sections of the con 
tainer are permanently secured together. 

... . . . . NORMAN E.HEIL. 
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