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Claims 49 and 54 refer to "CYP27C1 related proteins” without giving a
technical characterization of said "CYP27C1 related proteins". Moreover,
no such "CYP27C1 related proteins" are defined in the application. In
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PCT). No search can be carried out for such purely speculative claims
whose wording is, in fact, a mere recitation of the results to be
achieved.

Furthermore, claim 54 is formulated as a method for doing business, which
is excluded from patenability according to Rule 39.1(iii) PCT.

Present claims 55-57 relate to a product and methods defined by reference
to a desirable characteristic or property, namely to a product with the
property of being able to stimulate or enhance in a subject the
production of antibodies against ’CYP 27C1’ and to methods for
stimulating or enhancing the production of antibodies against 'CYP 27C1’.
The application does not specify the components of such a vaccine (except
a statement that the undefined "CYP 27C1 related proteins” (see above
objection) can be used to derive a vaccine therefrom; p. 80, 1.3-5).
Further, claim 56 does not mention any step for carrying out the claimed
method. In the present case, the claims so lack support, and the
application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whole
of the claimed scope is impossible. Independent of the above reasoning,
the claims also Tack clarity (Article 6 PCT). An attempt is made to
define the products and methods by reference to a result to be achieved.
Again, this lack of clarity in the present case is such as to render a
meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope impossible.
Consequently, no search has been carried out for said claims.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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