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According to one embodiment, a magnetic disk device,
including a disk, a head to write data to the disk and read
data from the disk, a preamplifier to generate a recording
current corresponding to data that the head writes to the disk,
and a controller to convert a first data pattern in first write
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pattern previous to the first data pattern, to a different data
pattern including a pseudo polarity inversion that does not
cause a polarity inversion when converting the first data
pattern to the recording current.
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MAGNETIC DISK DEVICE AND METHOD
OF GENERATING WRITE DATA

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application is based upon and claims the
benefit of priority from Japanese Patent Application No.
2021-151292, filed Sep. 16, 2021, the entire contents of
which are incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD

[0002] Embodiments described herein relate generally to a
magnetic disk device and a method of generating write data.

BACKGROUND

[0003] A magnetic disk device that can write in a pulse
based writing (PBW) method, which is a writing method
using a waveform of a recording current that includes a
waveform that rises and falls in a pulse state (overshoots) at
regular intervals, or does not include a DC component
corresponding to a fixed current value that is smaller than an
absolute value of the waveform that rises or falls in the pulse
state but larger than zero has been developed. The magnetic
disk device converts a data pattern having a specific pattern
length out of a particular write data (may be hereinafter
referred to as a conversion target pattern) to a specific data
pattern (may be hereinafter referred to as a PBW pattern)
according to one-to-one correspondence. The PBW pattern
includes a pseudo polarity inversion that does not cause a
polarity inversion when the PBW pattern is converted to a
recording current (may be hereinafter referred to as a
dummy inversion). The magnetic disk device of the PBW
method generates the recording current from a PBW pattern
without causing polarity inversion at a position of the
dummy inversion based on the mask signal indicating the
position of the dummy inversion. In the magnetic disk
device, recording quality of a bit error rate (BER) and the
like in the case where data is written to a disk in the PBW
method in accordance with a data pattern before and after the
conversion target pattern out of the particular write data can
be affected.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0004] FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a configura-
tion of a magnetic disk device according to an embodiment.
[0005] FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating an
example of a disk according to the embodiment.

[0006] FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating a con-
figuration example of a write system of the magnetic disk
device according to the embodiment.

[0007] FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an example of an
effect of a combination of a headmost pattern of a conver-
sion target pattern and a previous data pattern on recording
quality.

[0008] FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating an example of an
effect of' a combination of a headmost adjacent pattern of the
conversion target pattern and the previous data pattern on the
recording quality caused.

[0009] FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating an example of an
effect of a combination of an end pattern of the conversion
target pattern and the previous data pattern on the recording

quality.
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[0010] FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram illustrating an
example of a pattern conversion table according to the
embodiment.

[0011] FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram illustrating an
example of the pattern conversion table according to the
embodiment.

[0012] FIG. 9A is a schematic diagram illustrating an
example of a method of converting write data according to
the embodiment.

[0013] FIG. 9B is an enlarged view of a part of basic write
data illustrated in FIG. 9A, a part of PBW write data, a part
of a mask signal, and a part of a recording current.

[0014] FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a
method of generating the write data according to the
embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0015] In general, according to one embodiment, a mag-
netic disk device, comprising: a disk; a head to write data to
the disk and read data from the disk; a preamplifier to
generate a recording current corresponding to data that the
head writes to the disk; and a controller to convert a first data
pattern in first write data, in accordance with a pattern length
of'a second data pattern previous to the first data pattern, to
a different data pattern including a pseudo polarity inversion
that does not cause a polarity inversion when converting the
first data pattern to the recording current.

[0016] An embodiment will be hereinafter described with
reference to the drawings. It should be noted that the
drawings are examples and are not to limit the scope of the
invention.

EMBODIMENT

[0017] FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a configura-
tion of a magnetic disk device 1 according to an embodi-
ment.

[0018] The magnetic disk device 1 includes a head disk
assembly (HDA), a driver IC 20, a head amplifier integrated
circuit (hereinafter referred to as a head amplifier IC or a
preamplifier) 30, a volatile memory 70, a non-volatile
memory 80, a buffer memory (buffer) 90, and a system
controller 130 that is a one-chip integrated circuit, and each
description will follow. The magnetic disk device 1 is
connected to a host system (hereinafter simply referred to as
a host) 100. The HDA includes a magnetic disk (hereinafter
referred to as a disk) 10, a spindle motor (hereinafter
referred to as a SPM) 12, an arm 13 on which a head 15 is
mounted, and a voice coil motor (hereinafter referred to as
a VCM) 14. The disk 10 is attached to the SPM 12 and
rotated by driving of the SPM 12. The arm 13 and the VCM
14 form an actuator. The actuator controls a movement of the
head 15 mounted on the arm 13 to a particular position of the
disk 10 by driving of the VCM 14. Two or more of the disks
10 and two or more of the heads 15 may be provided.
[0019] To a writable region of the disk 10, a user data
region 10q available to a user and a system area 1056 to which
information necessary for system management is written are
assigned. A direction from the inner periphery to the outer
periphery of the disk 10, or a direction from the outer
periphery to the inner periphery of the disk 10 is hereinafter
referred to as a radial direction. In the radial direction, the
direction from the inner periphery to the outer periphery is
referred to as an outward direction (or outer side), and the
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direction from the outer periphery to the inner periphery is
referred to as an inward direction (or inner side). A circum-
ferential direction corresponds to a direction along the
circumference of the disk 10. The radial direction and the
circumferential direction are orthogonal to each other. Fur-
ther, a particular position in the radial direction of the disk
10 may be referred to as a radial position, and a particular
position in the circumferential direction of the disk 10 may
be referred to as a circumferential position. The radial
position and the circumferential position may be collectively
and simply referred to as a position. The user data region 10a
of'the disk 10 may be divided into a plurality of regions. For
example, in the radial direction, the user data region 10a
may be divided into regions including a particular number of
tracks (may be hereinafter referred to as zones). The zone
may be divided into tracks in the radial direction.

[0020] The “track” is used in various senses such as one
recording region out of a plurality of the recording regions
obtained by dividing the disk 10 in the radial direction, a
recording region of one round on a particular radial position
on the disk 10, a particular recording region in a particular
radial position on the disk 10, a recording region extending
in the circumferential direction on the disk 10, a recording
region corresponding to a route of the head 15 positioned
above a particular radial position on the disk 10, a route of
the head 15 positioned above a particular radial position on
the disk 10, data written to one recording region out of the
plurality of the recording regions obtained by dividing the
disk 10 in the radial direction, data written to a recording
region of one round on a particular radial position on the
disk 10, data written to a particular recording region in a
particular radial position on the disk 10, data written to a
recording region extending in the circumferential direction
on the disk 10, data written to a recording region corre-
sponding to a route of the head 15 positioned above a
particular radial position on the disk 10, data written along
a route of the head 15 positioned above a particular radial
position on the disk 10, data extending in the circumferential
direction on the disk 10, data written to a particular track on
the disk 10, data for one round written to a particular track
on the disk 10, and a part of data written to a particular track
on the disk 10. A “sector” is used in various senses such as
one recording region out of a plurality of recording regions
obtained by dividing a particular track on the disk 10 in the
circumferential direction, one recording region out of the
plurality of the recording regions obtained by dividing the
recording region extending in the circumferential direction
in a particular radial position on the disk 10, a particular
recording region in a particular track on the disk 10, a
particular circumferential position in a particular track on
the disk 10, a particular circumferential position (a particular
position) in a particular radial position on the disk 10, data
written to one recording region out of the plurality of the
recording regions obtained by dividing a particular track on
the disk 10 in the circumferential direction, data written to
one recording region out of the plurality of the recording
regions obtained by dividing the recording region extending
in the circumferential direction in a particular radial position
on the disk 10, data written to a particular recording region
in a particular track on the disk 10, data written to a
particular circumferential position in a particular track on
the disk 10, data written to a particular circumferential
position (a particular position) in a particular radial position
on the disk 10, and data written to a particular sector. A
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“width, in the radial direction, of the track” may be referred
to as a “track width”. A “route through the center position of
the track width on a particular track” may be referred to as
a “track center”.

[0021] The head 15 includes a slider as the main body, and
a write head 15W and a read head 15R installed on the slider.
The write head 15W writes data to the disk 10 according to
a write current (or a recording current) output from the head
amplifier IC to be described below. The read head 15R reads
data recorded on the disk 10. The “write head 15W” may be
simply referred to as the “head 157, and the “read head 15R”
may be simply referred to as the “head 15, and “the write
head 15W and the read head 15R” may be collectively and
simply referred to as the “head 15”. The “center part of the
head 15 may be referred to as the “head 15”, and the “center
part of the write head 15W” may be referred to as the “write
head 15W”, and the “center part of the read head 15R” may
be referred to as the “read head 15R”. The “center part of the
write head 15W” may be simply referred to as the “head 157,
and the “center part of the read head 15R” may be simply
referred to as the “head 15”. “Positioning the center part of
the head 15 to the track center of a particular track” may be
expressed, for example, as “positioning the head 15 to a
particular track™, “placing the head 15 above the particular
track”, or “locating the head 15 above the particular track”.
[0022] FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating an
example of the disk 10 according to the present embodiment.
As illustrated in FIG. 2, a direction in which the disk 10 is
rotated along the circumferential direction is referred to as a
rotation direction. In the example illustrated in FIG. 2, the
rotation direction is illustrated as a counterclockwise direc-
tion, however, the rotation direction may be reversed (clock-
wise). In FIG. 2, the disk 10 is divided into an inner
peripheral region IR positioned on the inner side, an outer
peripheral region OR positioned on the outer side, and a
middle peripheral region MR positioned between the inner
peripheral region IR and the outer peripheral region OR.
[0023] In the example illustrated in FIG. 2, the disk 10
includes the user data region 10a and the system area 105.
In FIG. 2, the user data region 10a and the system area 105
are adjacent in the radial direction. “Adjacent” in this
description means that data items, objects, regions, spaces,
and the like are arranged in contact with each other, but may
also mean that they are arranged at a particular interval. In
FIG. 2, the system area 104 is adjacent to the outer side of
the user data region 10a. The system area 105 may be
adjacent to the inner side of the user data region 10a.
Alternatively, the system area 105 may be positioned within
the user data region 10q in the radial direction.

[0024] In the example illustrated in FIG. 2, the user data
region 10a is positioned to range from the inner peripheral
region IR to the outer peripheral region OR. The system area
105 is positioned in the outer peripheral region OR. The
system area 105 may be positioned in the inner peripheral
region IR or the middle peripheral region MR. The system
area 105 may be dispersedly positioned in the outer periph-
eral region OR, the middle peripheral region MR, or the
inner peripheral region IR.

[0025] As illustrated in FIG. 2, the head 15 is rotated
around the rotation shaft by the driving of the VCM 14 to
move with respect to the disk 10 from the inner side to the
outer side and to be positioned in a particular position, or
from the outer side to the inner side and to be positioned in
a particular position.
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[0026] The driver IC 20 controls driving of the SPM 12
and the VCM 14 in accordance with control of the system
controller 130 (specifically a micro processing unit (MPU)
40 to be described below).

[0027] The head amplifier IC (preamplifier) 30 includes a
read amplifier and a write driver. The read amplifier ampli-
fies a read signal read from the disk 10 and outputs the
amplified signal to the system controller 130 (specifically a
read/write (R/W) channel 60 to be described below). The
write driver outputs, to the head 15, a write current (or a
recording current) according to write data output from the
R/W channel 60. The head amplifier IC 30 is electrically
connected to the head 15 and the R/W channel 60 via wiring
and the like.

[0028] The wvolatile memory 70 is a semiconductor
memory in which stored data is lost when power supply
stops. The volatile memory 70 stores data and the like that
are necessary for processing in each part of the magnetic
disk device 1. The volatile memory 70 is, for example, a
dynamic random access memory (DRAM) or a synchronous
dynamic random access memory (SDRAM).

[0029] The non-volatile memory 80 is a semiconductor
memory in which stored data is recorded even when power
supply stops. The non-volatile memory 80 is, for example,
a NOR type or NAND type flash read only memory
(FROM).

[0030] The buffer memory 90 is a semiconductor memory
that temporarily records data and the like that are transmitted
and received between the magnetic disk device 1 and a host
100. The buffer memory 90 may be integrally formed with
the volatile memory 70. The buffer memory 90 is, for
example, a DRAM, a static random access memory
(SRAM), an SDRAM, a ferroelectric random access
memory (FeRAM), a magnetoresistive random access
memory (MRAM), or the like.

[0031] The system controller (controller) 130 is achieved,
for example, by using a large-scale integrated circuit (LSI)
referred to as a system-on-a-chip (SoC) having a plurality of
elements integrated on a single chip. The system controller
130 includes the microprocessor (MPU) 40, a hard disk
controller (HDC) 50, the read/write (R/W) channel 60, and
the like. The MPU 40, the HDC 50, and the R/W channel 60
are electrically connected to each other. The system con-
troller 130 is electrically connected, for example, to the
driver IC 20, the head amplifier IC 30, the volatile memory
70, the non-volatile memory 80, the buffer memory 90, the
host 100, and the like.

[0032] The MPU 40 is a main controller that controls each
part of the magnetic disk device 1. The MPU 40 controls the
VCM 14 via the driver IC 20 to perform servo control to
position the head 15. The MPU 40 controls the SPM 12 via
the driver IC 20 to rotate the disk 10. The MPU 40 controls
a write operation for writing data to the disk 10, and also
selects a storage destination for data transferred from the
host 100 and written to the disk 10 (may be hereinafter
referred to as write data). The MPU 40 controls a read
operation for reading data from the disk 10, and also controls
processing on the data transferred from the disk 10 to the
host 100 (may be hereinafter referred to as read data). The
“write data” may be hereinafter simply referred to as “data”.
The “read data” may be simply referred to as “data”. The
“write data and read data” may be collectively and simply
referred to as “data”. The MPU 40 manages a region in
which data is recorded. The MPU 40 is connected to each
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part of the magnetic disk device 1. The MPU 40 is electri-
cally connected, for example, to the driver IC 20, the HDC
50, the R/W channel 60, and the like.

[0033] The MPU 40 controls read processing for reading
data from the disk 10 and write processing for writing data
to the disk 10, in accordance with a command and the like
from the host 100. The MPU 40 controls the VCM 14 via the
driver IC 20 to position the head 15 to a particular position
of'the disk 10, and performs the read processing or the write
processing. A term “access” may be hereinafter used in
senses including recording data in a particular region or
writing (or the write processing), reading out or reading data
from the particular region (or the read processing), or
moving the head 15 and the like to the particular region.
[0034] The HDC 50 controls data transfer. For example,
the HDC 50 controls data transfer between the host 100 and
the R/W channel 60 to be described below in response to an
instruction from the MPU 40. The HDC 50 is electrically
connected, for example, to the MPU 40, the R/W channel 60,
the volatile memory 70, the non-volatile memory 80, the
buffer memory 90, and the like.

[0035] The R/W channel 60 performs, in response to an
instruction from the MPU 40, signal processing on the read
data transferred from the disk 10 to the host 100 and the
write data transferred from the host 100. The R/W channel
60 includes a circuit or a function for measuring signal
quality of the read data. The R/W channel 60 includes a
circuit or a function for performing signal processing on the
write data transferred from the host 100 and the like. The
R/W channel 60 is electrically connected, for example, to the
head amplifier IC 30, MPU 40, the HDC 50, and the like.
[0036] In the head 15, the head amplifier IC 30, and the
system controller 130, a system that writes, to the disk 10,
the write data transferred from the host 100 may be here-
inafter referred to as a write system.

[0037] FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating a con-
figuration example of the write system WSY of the magnetic
disk device 1 according to the present embodiment. FIG. 3
only illustrates a configuration necessary for the description.
[0038] The write system WSY includes the head 15, the
head amplifier IC 30, and the system controller 130. The
write system WSY generates write data.

[0039] The R/W channel 60 includes, as the write system
WSY, a write data generator 601, a pattern analyzer 602, a
table management unit 603, a pulse based writing (PBW)
write data generator 604, a mask signal generator 605, a
positive emitter coupled logic (PECL) 606, and the like. The
R/W channel 60 may perform, on firmware, processing
performed by the write data generator 601, the pattern
analyzer 602, the table management unit 603, the PBW write
data generator 604, the mask signal generator 605, the PECL
606, and the like, or include, as a circuit, the write data
generator 601, the pattern analyzer 602, the table manage-
ment unit 603, the PBW write data generator 604, the mask
signal generator 605, the PECL 606, and the like.

[0040] The head amplifier IC 30 includes, as the write
system WSY, a mask signal controller 301, a write driver
302, and the like. The head amplifier IC 30 may perform, on
firmware, processing performed by the mask signal control-
ler 301, the write driver 302, and the like, or include, as a
circuit, the mask signal controller 301, the write driver 302,
and the like.

[0041] The write data generator 601 performs signal pro-
cessing on data transferred from the host 100 via the HDC
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50 to generate write data (may be hereinafter referred to as
basic write data). The write data generator 601 is connected
to the pattern analyzer 602. The write data generator 601
outputs the generated basic write data to the pattern analyzer
602.

[0042] The pattern analyzer 602 analyzes a data pattern of
the write data (may be hereinafter simply referred to as a
pattern). For example, the pattern analyzer 602 analyzes a
data pattern of a bit sequence of write data, a pattern length
(nT) of a data pattern, and the like. Here, n is a positive
integer. 1T corresponds to a unit length of a pattern length.
1T corresponds to a data pattern of 1T bits in a non-return
to zero (NRZ) method. nT is a pattern length n times longer
than 1T. The pattern analyzer 602 is connected to the write
data generator 601, the table management unit 603, and the
PBW write data generator 604. The pattern analyzer 602
outputs an analyzation result (may be hereinafter referred to
as an analysis result) to the table management unit 603 and
the PBW write data generator 604. The “data pattern having
a pattern length nT”” may be hereinafter referred to as an “nT
data pattern”. “A sequence of data patterns having a pattern
length nT, a data pattern of a pattern length mT, and so on”
may be referred to as an “[nT, mT, . . . | data pattern” or an
“nT +mT +. . . data pattern”. Here, m is a positive integer.

[0043] The table management unit 603 manages a pattern
conversion table. For example, the table management unit
603 also functions as a memory that holds the pattern
conversion table. The table management unit 603 includes at
least one pattern conversion table. For example, the table
management unit 603 includes a plurality of the pattern
conversion tables. The table management unit 603 selects a
pattern conversion table from the plurality of the pattern
conversion tables and switches between them based on the
analysis result input from the pattern analyzer 602, and
properties of the disk 10 and the head 15 and the like. The
table management unit 603 is connected to the pattern
analyzer 602 and the PBW write data generator 604. The
table management unit 603 outputs the selected pattern
conversion table to the PBW write data generator 604.

[0044] The PBW write data generator 604 generates write
data corresponding to a recording current of a pulse based
writing (PBW) method (may be hereinafter referred to as
PBW write data). The PBW method is a recording method
for writing data using a waveform of the recording current
that rises or falls in a pulse state at positions where polarity
is inversed (may be hereinafter referred to as overshooting)
and does not include a DC section in which the recording
current except for the overshooting recording current has a
particular current value smaller than the overshooting
recording current, for example, a fixed current value larger
than zero. Therefore, in the waveform of the recording
current in the PBW method, the recording current rises or
falls by a relatively large recording current in a pulse state
at positions where polarity of the recording current is
inversed such that a magnetic field becomes stronger (over-
shooting), and the recording current except for the over-
shooting recording current has a fixed current value that is,
for example, zero. The PBW write data generator 604 is
connected to the pattern analyzer 602, the table management
unit 603, the mask signal generator 605, the PECL 606, and
the like. The PBW write data generator 604 outputs PBW
write data to each of the mask signal generator 605 and the
PECL 606. The PBW write data generator 604 may output
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PBW write data in the middle of generation to the pattern
analyzer 602 when generating the PBW write data.

[0045] The PBW write data generator 604 converts
(changes, modulates, or adjusts) basic write data to PBW
write data by converting (changing, modulating, or adjust-
ing), based on the analysis result and the selected pattern
conversion table, the data pattern having a particular pattern
length out of the basic write data (may be hereinafter
referred to as a conversion target pattern) to a data pattern
including a pseudo polarity inversion (may be hereinafter
referred to as a dummy inversion) on which signal process-
ing is performed such that the polarity inversion is not
caused when the conversion target pattern is converted to a
recording current (the data pattern may be hereinafter
referred to as a PBW pattern).

[0046] The PBW write data generator 604 converts the
conversion target pattern out of the basic write data to the
PBW pattern, based on the analysis result and the pattern
conversion table, in accordance with the pattern length of the
data pattern that has been PBW-converted and is previous to
(transferred just before, or contiguous with and earlier in
time than) the particular conversion target pattern. In other
words, the PBW write data generator 604 changes, based on
the analysis result and the pattern conversion table, a posi-
tion of the dummy inversion of the PBW pattern obtained
after conversion of the particular conversion target pattern
out of the basic write data in accordance with the pattern
length of the PBW data pattern previous to the particular
conversion target pattern. In the process of converting the
basic write data to the PBW write data, the PBW write data
generator 604 converts, based on the analysis result and the
pattern conversion table, the particular conversion target
pattern out of the basic write data to the PBW pattern in
accordance with the pattern length of the data pattern
previous, in the PBW pattern, to the particular conversion
target pattern. In other words, in the process of converting
the basic write data to the PBW write data, the PBW write
data generator 604 changes, based on the analysis result and
the pattern conversion table, the position of the dummy
inversion of the PBW pattern obtained after conversion of
the particular conversion target pattern out of the basic write
data in accordance with the pattern length of the data pattern
previous, in the PBW pattern, to the particular conversion
target pattern. The PBW write data generator 604 converts
the basic write data to the PBW write data by sequentially
converting, based on the analysis result and the selected
pattern conversion table, a plurality of the conversion target
patterns out of the basic write data to the PBW patterns in
accordance with the pattern lengths of the data patterns of a
plurality of patterns previous, in the PBW pattern, to respec-
tive ones of the plurality of the conversion target patterns out
of the basic write data. In other words, the PBW write data
generator 604 converts the basic write data to the PBW write
data by sequentially changing, based on the analysis result
and the selected pattern conversion table, the position of the
dummy inversion of the plurality of the PBW patterns
obtained after conversion of the plurality of the conversion
target patterns in accordance with the pattern lengths of the
data patterns of a plurality of the patterns previous, in the
PBW pattern, to the respective ones of the plurality of the
conversion target patterns out of the basic write data. The
PBW write data generator 604 outputs the PBW write data
obtained by the conversion to the mask signal generator 605
and the PECL 606. In the process of converting the basic
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write data to the PBW write data, the PBW write data
generator 604 may update (or may switch) the analysis result
and the pattern conversion table so that they correspond to
the basic write data obtained by the conversion of the
particular conversion target pattern to the PBW pattern. The
“data pattern previous to the conversion target pattern” may
be hereinafter simply referred to as a “previous data pattern”
or a “previous pattern”.

[0047] FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an example of
effects of combinations of a headmost pattern of the con-
version target pattern and the previous data pattern on
recording quality. In FIG. 4, the vertical axis represents a
gain of a bit error rate (BER) corresponding to an improve-
ment amount of the recording quality corresponding to data
written to the disk 10 applying the PBW method according
to the present embodiment with respect to data written to the
disk 10 without applying the PBW method (may be here-
inafter simply referred to as a BER gain or a BER improve-
ment amount), and the horizontal axis represents the pattern
length of the previous data pattern. On the horizontal axis in
FIG. 4, the pattern lengths 1T, 2T, and 3T of the previous
data pattern are provided. The “previous data pattern having
a pattern length of nT” or the “previous data pattern of a
pattern length nT” may be hereinafter referred to as the
“previous nT data pattern”. A part of the data pattern of a
pattern length mT that is transferred firstly in the data pattern
of'a pattern length nT and that is shorter than a pattern length
nT may be hereinafter referred to as a head part, and a part
of the data pattern of a pattern length 1T that is transferred
lastly in the data pattern of a pattern length nT and that is
shorter than a pattern length nT may be hereinafter referred
to as an end part, and a part of the data pattern of a pattern
length kT between the head part and the end part in the data
pattern of a pattern length nT and that is shorter than a
pattern length nT may be hereinafter referred to as a middle
part. Here, 1 and k are positive integers. FIG. 4 illustrates the
BER gain in the case where the data pattern of the top part
of the conversion target pattern (may be hereinafter referred
to as a head pattern) is converted to a sequence of [1T, 1T]
data patterns (PBW pattern) (the BER gain may be herein-
after referred to as a BER gain corresponding to the [1T, 1T]
head patterns), and the BER gain in the case where the head
pattern of the conversion target pattern is converted to a
sequence of [2T, 1T] data patterns (PBW patterns) (the BER
gain may be hereinafter referred to as a BER gain corre-
sponding to the [2T, 1T] head patterns). “A sequence of [nT,
mT, . . . ] data patterns of the head part of the conversion
target pattern” may be hereinafter referred to as an “[nT, mT,
... ] head pattern” or an “nT+mT+. . . head pattern”. In FIG.
4, the BER gains corresponding to the [1T, 1T] head pattern
are illustrated as hatched rectangles having right down
oblique lines, and the BER gains corresponding to the [2T,
1T] head pattern are illustrated as unfilled rectangles. The
[1T, 1T] head pattern corresponds to a data pattern including
a data pattern that has a pattern length 1T and that is
positioned at the headmost of the head pattern (may be
hereinafter referred to as the headmost pattern), and a data
pattern that has a pattern length 1T immediately after the
headmost pattern (may be hereinafter referred to as a head-
most adjacent pattern). The [2T, 1T] head pattern corre-
sponds to a data pattern including a headmost pattern having
a pattern length 2T and a headmost adjacent pattern having
a pattern length 1T immediately after the headmost pattern.
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[0048] In the example illustrated in FIG. 4, when the
pattern length of the previous data pattern is 1T, the BER
gain corresponding to the [ 2T, 1T] head pattern is larger than
the BER gain corresponding to the [1T, 1T] head pattern. In
other words, when the pattern length of the previous data
pattern is 1T, the recording quality can be improved more by
conversion of the head pattern of the conversion target
pattern to the [2T, 1T] head pattern than by conversion to the
[IT, 1T] head pattern. When the pattern length of the
previous data pattern is 17T, a magnetization reversal is
caused immediately after a pulse current is generated when
the write processing using the head 15 to the disk 10 is
performed based on a recording current generated in accor-
dance with the PBW pattern obtained by conversion of the
conversion target pattern, and thus a magnetic response in
the head 15 is delayed. Therefore, when the pattern length of
the previous data pattern is 17T, the recording quality can be
improved more by conversion of the head pattern of the
conversion target pattern to the [2T, 1T] head pattern than by
conversion to the [1T, 1T] head pattern because the magnetic
response of the head 15 can be accelerated. In other words,
when the pattern length of the previous data pattern is 1T, the
recording quality can be improved more by conversion of
the data pattern positioned in the headmost part of the
conversion target pattern (may be hereinafter referred to as
a headmost pattern) to the 2T data pattern than by conver-
sion to the 1T data pattern because the magnetic response of
the head 15 can be accelerated. The headmost pattern
corresponds to the headmost part of the head pattern of the
particular data pattern.

[0049] In the example illustrated in FIG. 4, when the
pattern length of the previous data pattern is 27T, the BER
gain corresponding to the [ 1T, 1T] head pattern is larger than
the BER gain corresponding to the [2T, 1T] head pattern. In
other words, when the pattern length of the previous data
pattern is 27T, the recording quality can be improved more by
conversion of the head pattern of the conversion target
pattern to the [1T, 1T] head pattern than by conversion to the
[2T, 1T] head pattern. When the pattern length of the
previous data pattern is 27T, the pulse current is temporarily
reset to zero and then a magnetization state in the head 15
is reset when the write processing using the head 15 to the
disk 10 is performed based on a recording current generated
in accordance with the PBW pattern obtained by converting
the conversion target pattern. Therefore, when the pattern
length of the previous data pattern is 27T, the first polarity
inversion does not require a large current when the write
processing using the head 15 to the disk 10 is performed
based on the recording current generated in accordance with
the PBW pattern obtained by converting the conversion
target pattern. Thus, by converting the head part of the
conversion target pattern to the [1T, 1T] head pattern and
driving the motor with a minimum current, an effect on non
linear transition shift (NLTS), adjacent erasure, and the like
can be reduced. In other words, when the pattern length of
the previous data pattern is 27T, the first polarity inversion
does not require a large current when the write processing
using the head 15 to the disk 10 is performed based on the
recording current generated in accordance with the PBW
pattern obtained by converting the conversion target pattern.
Thus, by converting the headmost pattern of the conversion
target pattern to the 1T data pattern and driving the motor
with a minimum current, the effect on NLTS, adjacent
erasure, and the like can be reduced.
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[0050] In the example illustrated in FIG. 4, when a data
length of the previous data pattern is 3T, the BER gain
corresponding to the [1T, 1T] head pattern is larger than the
BER gain corresponding to the [2T, 1T] head pattern. In
other words, when the data length of the previous data
pattern is 3T, the recording quality can be improved more if
the head pattern of the conversion target pattern is converted
to the [1T, 1T] head pattern than that by conversion to the
[2T, 1T] head pattern. When the data length of the previous
data pattern is 3T, the magnetization state in the head 15 is
reset because the pulse current is temporarily reset to zero
when the write processing using the head 15 is performed to
the disk 10 based on the recording current generated in
accordance with the PBW pattern obtained by converting the
conversion target pattern. Thus, when the pattern length of
the previous data pattern is 3T, the effect on NLTS, adjacent
erasure, and the like can be reduced by converting the head
part of the conversion target pattern to the [1T, 1T] head
pattern and driving the motor with a minimum current
because the first polarity inversion does not require a large
current when the write processing using the head 15 is
performed to the disk 10 based on the recording current
generated in accordance with the PBW pattern obtained by
converting the conversion target pattern. In other words,
when the pattern length of the previous data pattern is 2T, the
first polarity inversion does not require a large current when
the write processing using the head 15 to the disk 10 is
performed based on the recording current generated in
accordance with the PBW pattern obtained by converting the
conversion target pattern. Thus, by converting the headmost
pattern of the conversion target pattern to the 1T data pattern
and driving the motor with a minimum current, the effect on
NLTS, adjacent erasure, and the like can be reduced.
[0051] For example, when the pattern length of the pre-
vious data pattern is 17T, the PBW write data generator 604
converts the head pattern of the conversion target pattern to
the [2T, 1T] head pattern. When the pattern length of the
previous data pattern is 2T and 3T, the PBW write data
generator 604 converts the head pattern of the conversion
target pattern to the [1T, 1T] head pattern.

[0052] For example, when the pattern length of the pre-
vious data pattern is 17T, the PBW write data generator 604
converts the headmost pattern of the conversion target
pattern to the 2T data pattern. When the pattern length of the
previous data pattern is 2T and 3T, the PBW write data
generator 604 converts the headmost pattern of the conver-
sion target pattern to the 17T data pattern.

[0053] FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating an example of an
effect of a combination of the headmost adjacent pattern of
the conversion target pattern and the previous data pattern on
the recording quality. In

[0054] FIG. 5, the vertical axis represents the BER gain,
and the horizontal axis represents the pattern length of the
previous data pattern. The horizontal axis in

[0055] FIG. 5 represents the pattern lengths 1T, 2T, and 3T
of the previous data pattern. FIG. 5 illustrates the BER gain
in the case where the head pattern of the conversion target
pattern is converted to a sequence of the [2T, 1T] head
pattern (PBW pattern) (the BER gain may be hereinafter
referred to as a BER gain corresponding to the [2T, 1T] head
pattern), and the BER gain in the case where the head pattern
of'the conversion target pattern is converted to a sequence of
the [2T, 2T] head pattern (PBW pattern) (the BER gain may
be hereinafter referred to as a BER gain corresponding to the
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[2T, 2T] head pattern). In FIG. 5, the BER gains correspond-
ing to the [2T, 1T] head pattern are illustrated as hatched
rectangles having right down oblique lines, and the BER
gains corresponding to the [2T, 2T] head pattern are illus-
trated as unfilled rectangles. The [2T, 1T] head pattern
corresponds to the data pattern including the headmost
adjacent pattern having a pattern length 1T corresponding to
a section having zero currents immediately after the head-
most pattern having a pattern length 2T in the pulse state.
For example, the write data including the [2T, 1T] head
pattern corresponds to a data sequence [11011000] and the
like. The [2T, 2T] head pattern corresponds to the data
pattern including the headmost adjacent pattern having a
pattern length 2T corresponding to the section having zero
currents immediately after the headmost pattern having a
pattern length 2T in the pulse state. For example, the write
data including the [2T, 2T] head pattern corresponds to a
data sequence [11001100] and the like.

[0056] In the example illustrated in FIG. 5, when the
pattern length of the previous data pattern is 1T, 2T, and 37T,
the BER gain corresponding to the [2T, 2T] head pattern is
larger than the BER gain corresponding to the [2T, 1T] head
pattern. In other words, when the pattern length of the
previous data pattern is 1T, 27T, and 37T, the recording quality
can be improved more if the head pattern of the conversion
target pattern is converted to the [2T, 1T] head pattern, than
by conversion to the [2T, 2T] head pattern. The example
illustrated in FIG. 5 illustrates that the recording quality can
be degraded by the headmost adjacent pattern having a
pattern length 2T regardless of the previous data pattern.
Therefore, the recording quality can be improved by repeat-
ing one set of the data pattern, using the [2T, 1T] data pattern
as the one set.

[0057] For example, the PBW write data generator 604
converts the data pattern next to or following the head
pattern of the conversion target pattern (or the data pattern
in the middle part of the conversion target pattern) (the data
pattern may be hereinafter referred to as a middle pattern) to
the data pattern repeating the [2T, 1T] data pattern. The data
pattern next to the head pattern of the particular write data
may be hereinafter referred to as the middle pattern.

[0058] FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating an example of an
effect of a combination of an end pattern of the conversion
target pattern and the previous data pattern on the recording
quality. In FIG. 6, the vertical axis represents the BER gain,
and the horizontal axis represents the pattern length of the
previous data pattern. The horizontal axis in FIG. 6 repre-
sents the pattern lengths 1T, 2T, and 3T of the previous data
pattern. FIG. 6 illustrates the BER gain in the case where the
data pattern of the end part of the conversion target pattern
(may be hereinafter referred to as the end pattern) is con-
verted to a 3T data pattern (the BER gain may be hereinafter
referred to as a BER gain corresponding to the 3T end
pattern), and the BER gain in the case where the end pattern
of the conversion target pattern is converted to a 4T data
pattern (PBW pattern) (the BER gain may be hereinafter
referred to as a BER gain corresponding to a 4T end pattern).
The “nT data pattern of the end part of the conversion target
pattern” may be hereinafter referred to as an “nT end
pattern”. In FIG. 6, the BER gains corresponding to the 3T
end pattern is illustrated as hatched rectangles having right
down oblique lines, and the BER gain corresponding to the
4T end pattern is illustrated as unfilled rectangles. The “data
pattern following the middle pattern of the conversion target
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pattern” may be hereinafter referred to as the “end pattern”.
The middle pattern is positioned between the head pattern
and the end pattern.

[0059] In the example illustrated in FIG. 6, when the
pattern length of the previous data pattern is 1T, 2T, and 37T,
the BER gain corresponding to the 3T end pattern is larger
than the BER gain corresponding to the 4T end pattern. In
other words, when the pattern length of the previous data
pattern is 1T, 2T, and 3T, the recording quality can be
improved more if the end pattern of the conversion target
pattern is converted to the 3T data pattern, than by conver-
sion to the 4T data pattern. The example illustrated in FIG.
6 illustrates that the recording quality can be degraded by the
end pattern having a pattern length 4T regardless of the
previous data pattern. Therefore, the pattern length of the
end pattern of the conversion target pattern is preferably set
to 1T, 2T, or 3T.

[0060] For example, the PBW write data generator 604
converts the end pattern of the conversion target pattern to
the 1T, 27T, or 3T data pattern.

[0061] FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram illustrating an
example of a pattern conversion table TB1 according to the
present embodiment. The pattern conversion table TB1 in
FIG. 7 includes the conversion target pattern, a PBW pattern
set to which the conversion target pattern is converted when
a previous data pattern has a pattern length of 1T (may be
hereinafter referred to as a PBW pattern set 1), and a PBW
pattern set to which the conversion target pattern is con-
verted when a previous data pattern has a pattern length is
2T and 3T (may be hereinafter referred to as a PBW pattern
set 2). The pattern conversion table TB1 in FIG. 7 includes
conversion target patterns having pattern lengths of 1T, 2T,
3T, 4T, 5T, 6T, 7T, 8T, 9T, 10T, 11T, 12T, 13T, 14T, 15T, and
16T. The PBW pattern set 1 includes a PBW pattern and a
non-return to zero (NRZ). The PBW pattern set 2 includes
a PBW pattern and a NRZ. The pattern conversion table TB1
is held by the table management unit 603 illustrated in FIG.
3. The pattern conversion table TB1 may be separated into
a table of the PBW pattern set 1 and a table of the PBW
pattern set 2 and provided separately.

[0062] In the example illustrated in FIG. 7, when the
pattern length of the previous data pattern is 1T, the PBW
write data generator 604 converts the head pattern and the
middle pattern(s) of the conversion target pattern having a
pattern length of 4T or longer to a data pattern repeatedly
having a [2T, 1T] data pattern based on the pattern conver-
sion table TB1. When the pattern length of the previous data
pattern is 1T, the PBW write data generator 604 converts the
head pattern and the middle pattern(s) of the conversion
target pattern having a pattern length of 4T or longer to a
data pattern repeatedly having a [2T, 1T] data pattern, and
converts the end pattern of the conversion target pattern to
a 1T, 27T, or 3T data pattern based on the pattern conversion
table TB1.

[0063] In the example illustrated in FIG. 7, when the
pattern length of the previous data pattern is 2T and 3T, the
PBW write data generator 604 converts the head pattern of
the conversion target pattern having a pattern length of 4T
or longer to the data pattern formed by converting the
headmost pattern of the PBW pattern of the PBW pattern set
1 to the 1T data pattern and converts the end pattern of the
conversion target pattern to the 1T, 2T, or 3T data pattern
based on the pattern conversion table TB1. When the pattern
length of the previous data pattern is 2T and 3T, the PBW
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write data generator 604 converts the head pattern of the
conversion target pattern having a pattern length 4T or
longer to a [1T, 1T] data pattern, converts the middle pattern
of the conversion target pattern to a data pattern repeatedly
having a [2T, 1T] data pattern, and converts the end pattern
of the conversion target pattern to the 1T, 2T, or 3T data
pattern based on the pattern conversion table TB1.

[0064] FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram illustrating an
example of a pattern conversion table TB2 according to the
present embodiment. The pattern conversion table TB2 in
FIG. 8 includes a conversion target pattern, a PBW pattern
set 1, and a PBW pattern set 2. The pattern conversion table
TB2 in FIG. 8 includes conversion target patterns having
pattern lengths of 1T, 27T, 3T, 4T, 5T, 6T, 7T, 8T, 9T, 10T,
11T, 12T, 13T, 14T, 15T, and 16T. The PBW pattern set 1
includes a PBW pattern and a NRZ. The PBW pattern set 2
includes a PBW pattern and a NRZ. The pattern conversion
table TB2 is held by the table management unit 603 illus-
trated in FIG. 3. The pattern conversion table TB2 may be
separated into the table of the PBW pattern set 1 and the
table of the PBW pattern set 2 and provided separately.
[0065] In the example illustrated in FIG. 8, when the
pattern length of the previous data pattern is 1T, the PBW
write data generator 604 converts the head pattern and the
middle pattern(s) of the conversion target pattern having a
pattern length of 4T or longer to a data pattern repeatedly
having a [2T, 1T] data pattern based on the pattern conver-
sion table TB2. When the pattern length of the previous data
pattern is 1T, the PBW write data generator 604 converts the
head pattern and the middle pattern(s) of the conversion
target pattern having a pattern length of 4T or longer to a
data pattern repeatedly having a [2T, 1T] data pattern, and
converts the end pattern of the conversion target pattern to
a 1T, 27T, or 3T data pattern based on the pattern conversion
table TB2.

[0066] In the example illustrated in FIG. 8, when the
pattern length of the previous data pattern is 2T and 3T, the
PBW write data generator 604 converts the head pattern of
the conversion target pattern having a pattern length of 4T
or longer to the [1T, 1T] data pattern or the [2T, 1T] data
pattern, and converts the end pattern of the conversion target
pattern to the data pattern that is not a 17T data pattern, such
as a 27T, or 3T data pattern based on the pattern conversion
table TB2.

[0067] The mask signal generator 605 generates a mask
signal to mask a dummy inversion. In other words, the mask
signal generator 605 generates a mask signal indicating a
dummy inversion. The mask signal generator 605 generates
a mask signal based on the PBW write data input from the
PBW write data generator 604. The mask signal generator
605 is connected to the PBW write data generator 604 and
the mask signal controller 301. The mask signal generator
605 outputs the generated mask signal to the mask signal
controller 301.

[0068] The PECL 606 generates a voltage (or a current)
corresponding to the write data. In other words, the PECL
606 generates a voltage (or a current) waveform correspond-
ing to the write data. For example, the PECL 606 generates
the voltage (or the current) corresponding to the PBW write
data input from the PBW write data generator 604. In other
words, the PECL 606 generates the voltage (or the current)
waveform corresponding to the PBW write data input from
the PBW write data generator 604. The PECL 606 is
connected to the PBW write data generator 604 and the write
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driver 302. The PECL 606 outputs the voltage (or the
current) corresponding to the generated PBW write data to
the write driver 302. In other words, the PECL 606 outputs
the voltage (or the current) waveform corresponding to the
generated PBW write data to the write driver 302.

[0069] The mask signal controller 301 controls the mask
signal. The mask signal controller 301 controls the mask
signal input from the mask signal generator 605. The mask
signal controller 301 is connected to the mask signal gen-
erator 605 and the write driver 302. The mask signal
controller 301 outputs the controlled mask signal to the write
driver 302.

[0070] The write driver 302 generates the recording cur-
rent. The write driver 302 generates the recording current
based on the voltage (or the current) corresponding to the
PBW write data input from the PECL 606 and the mask
signal input from the mask signal controller 301. The write
driver 302 generates the recording current without causing
polarity inversion of the dummy inversion in the voltage (or
the current) corresponding to the PBW write data according
to the mask signal. In other words, the write driver 302
generates the recording current having the dummy inversion
in the voltage (or the current) corresponding to the PBW
write data masked according to the mask signal. The write
driver 302 is connected to the PECL 606 and the mask signal
controller 301. The write driver 302 outputs the recording
current to the head 15 (write head 15W).

[0071] FIG. 9A is a schematic diagram illustrating an
example of a method of converting the write data according
to the present embodiment. In FIG. 9A, the horizontal axis
represents time t. In the horizontal axis in FIG. 9A, the point
side of the arrow of the time t may be referred to as the rear
side or the right side, and the opposite side of the point of
the arrow of the time t may be referred to as the front side
or the left side. FIG. 9A illustrates the basic write data, the
PBW write data, the mask signal, and the recording current.
The basic write data and the PBW write data rises to be high
(H), and falls to be low (L). The mask signal rises at
positions of dummy inversions, and is low at positions other
than the positions of the dummy inversions. The recording
current rises to the positive (+) side, and falls to the negative
(-) side.

[0072] In the example illustrated in FIG. 9A, the write
system WSY converts a conversion target pattern that is 4T
or longer out of the basic write data to a PBW pattern based
on the pattern conversion table TB1. For example, on the
front side of the basic write data, the write system WSY
converts the 4T data pattern following a data pattern having
a pattern length of 2T to a [1T, 1T, 2T] PBW pattern based
on the pattern conversion table TB1. On the front side of the
basic write data, the write system WSY converts the 5T data
pattern following a data pattern having a pattern length of 1T
to a [2T, 1T, 2T] PBW pattern based on the pattern conver-
sion table TB1. On the rear side of the basic write data, the
write system WSY converts the 4T data pattern following a
data pattern having a pattern length of 1T to a [27T, 1T, 1T]
PBW pattern based on the pattern conversion table TB1. On
the rear side of the basic write data, the write system WSY
converts the 4T data pattern following a data pattern having
a pattern length of 2T to a [1T, 1T, 2T] PBW pattern based
on the pattern conversion table TB1.

[0073] In the example illustrated in FIG. 9A, the write
system WSY converts the conversion target patterns having
data lengths of 4T or longer out of the basic write data to the
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PBW patterns based on the pattern conversion table TB1 as
described above to convert the basic write data to the PBW
write data.

[0074] In the example illustrated in FIG. 9A, the write
system WSY generates the recording current based on the
PBW write data and the mask signal. The write system WSY
generates the recording current from the PBW write data
such that the recording current does not have polarity
inversion at the positions of the dummy inversions based on
the mask signal.

[0075] FIG. 9B is an enlarged view of a part of the basic
write data, a part of the PBW write data, a part of the mask
signal, and a part of the recording current that are illustrated
in FIG. 9A. FIG. 9B corresponds to FIG. 9A. The method of
converting the write data will be described using FIG. 9B.
[0076] In the example illustrated in FIG. 9B, the basic
write data includes 1T, 1T, 5T, and 2T data patterns. The
write system WSY converts the 5T data pattern to the [2T,
1T, 2T] PBW patterns based on the pattern conversion table
TB1 in accordance with the 5T data pattern of the same
polarity illustrated in FIG. 9B because the pattern length of
the previous data pattern of the 5T data pattern is 1T.
[0077] In the example illustrated in FIG. 9B, the write
system WSY generates the recording current from the write
data of'the [2T, 1T, 2T] PBW patterns such that the recording
current does not have polarity inversion at the 1T data
pattern that is between the 2T data pattern and the 2T data
pattern and corresponds to the position of the dummy
inversion of the [27T, 1T, 2T] PBW pattern based on the write
data of the [2T, 1T, 2T] PBW pattern and the mask signal.
[0078] FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a
method of generating write data according to the present
embodiment.

[0079] The magnetic disk device 1 converts the n-th data
pattern (n-th conversion target pattern) of the basic write
data (B1001), and determines whether n is 1 or n is not 1
(B1002). If the magnetic disk device 1 determines that n is
1 (B1002: YES), the magnetic disk device 1 converts the
conversion target pattern based on the PBW pattern set 1
(B1003), and proceeds to the processing of B1001 with n
incremented by 1. If the magnetic disk device 1 determines
that n is not 1 (B1002: NO), the magnetic disk device 1
determines whether n is less than a maximum or n is the
maximum (B1004).

[0080] If the magnetic disk device 1 determines that n is
less than the maximum (B1004: YES), the magnetic disk
device 1 determines whether the pattern length of the
previous PBW data pattern is 1T (B1005). If the magnetic
disk device 1 determines that the pattern length of the
previous PBW data pattern is 1T (B1005: YES), the mag-
netic disk device 1 converts the conversion target pattern
based on the PBW pattern set 1 (B1006), and proceeds to the
processing of B1001 with n incremented by 1. If the
magnetic disk device 1 determines that the pattern length of
the previous PBW data pattern is not 1T (B1005: NO), the
magnetic disk device 1 converts the conversion target pat-
tern based on the PBW pattern set 2 (B1007), and proceeds
to the processing of B1001 with n incremented by 1.
[0081] If the magnetic disk device 1 determines that n is
the maximum (B1004: NO), the magnetic disk device 1
generates a write current based on the PBW write data and
the mask signal (B1008), and ends the processing.

[0082] According to the present embodiment, the mag-
netic disk device 1 converts the head pattern of each of
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conversion target patterns corresponding to data patterns
that are 4T or longer following a previous data pattern
having a pattern length of 1T to the [27T, 1T] data pattern, and
converts the middle pattern(s) of the conversion target
pattern to the data pattern repeatedly having the [2T, 1T]
data pattern, and converts the end pattern of the conversion
target pattern to the 1T, 2T, or 3T data pattern, based on the
pattern conversion table TB1. The magnetic disk device 1
converts the head pattern of each of conversion target
patterns corresponding to the data patterns that are 4T or
longer following a previous data pattern having pattern
length of 2T or 3T to the [1T, 1T] data pattern, and converts
the middle pattern(s) of the conversion target pattern to the
data pattern repeatedly having the [2T, 1T] data pattern, and
converts the end pattern of the conversion target pattern to
the 1T, 2T, or 3T data pattern, based on the pattern conver-
sion table TB1. The magnetic disk device 1 converts the
head pattern of each of conversion target patterns corre-
sponding to the data patterns that are 4T or longer following
a previous data pattern having a pattern length of 1T to the
[2T, 1T] data patterns, and converts the middle pattern(s) of
the conversion target pattern to the data pattern repeating
having the [2T, 1T] data patterns, and converts the end
pattern of the conversion target pattern to the 1T, 2T, or 3T
data pattern, based on the pattern conversion table TB2. The
magnetic disk device 1 converts the head pattern of each of
conversion target patterns corresponding to the data patterns
that are 4T or longer following a previous data pattern
having a pattern length of 2T or 3T to the [1T, 1T] data
pattern or to the [2T, 1T] data pattern, and converts the
middle pattern(s) of the conversion target pattern to the data
pattern repeating the [2T, 1T] data pattern, and converts the
end pattern of the conversion target pattern to the 2T or 3T
data pattern, based on the pattern conversion table TB2. The
magnetic disk device 1 converts the basic write data to the
PBW write data based on the pattern conversion table in
accordance with the previous data pattern. Therefore, the
magnetic disk device 1 can increase the BER improvement
effect by the write processing in the PBW method.

[0083] Accordingly, the magnetic disk device 1 can
increase reliability.

[0084] While certain embodiments have been described,
these embodiments have been presented by way of example
only, and are not intended to limit the scope of the inven-
tions. Indeed, the novel embodiments described herein may
be embodied in a variety of other forms; furthermore,
various omissions, substitutions and changes in the form of
the embodiments described herein may be made without
departing from the spirit of the inventions. The accompa-
nying claims and their equivalents are intended to cover
such forms or modifications as would fall within the scope
and spirit of the inventions.

What is claimed is:

1. A magnetic disk device, comprising:

a disk;

a head to write data to the disk and read data from the
disk;

a preamplifier to generate a recording current correspond-
ing to data that the head writes to the disk; and

a controller to convert a first data pattern in first write
data, in accordance with a pattern length of a second
data pattern previous to the first data pattern, to a
different data pattern including a pseudo polarity inver-
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sion that does not cause a polarity inversion when
converting the first data pattern to the recording cur-
rent.

2. The magnetic disk device according to claim 1, wherein
the controller converts the first data pattern to a third data
pattern including a head part including a sequence of data
patterns of 2T+1T when a pattern length of a PBW pattern
obtained by converting the second data pattern is 1T.

3. The magnetic disk device according to claim 2, wherein
the controller converts the first data pattern to the third data
pattern including a middle part that follows the head part and
that is formed by repeating a sequence of data patterns of
2T+1T.

4. The magnetic disk device according to claim 3, wherein
the controller converts the first data pattern to the third data
pattern including an end part that follows the middle part and
that includes a data pattern of 1T, 2T, or 3T.

5. The magnetic disk device according to claim 1, wherein
the controller converts the first data pattern to a fourth data
pattern including a head part including a sequence of data
patterns of 1T+1T when a pattern length of a PBW pattern
obtained by converting the second data pattern is not 1T.

6. The magnetic disk device according to claim 5, wherein
the controller converts the first data pattern to the fourth data
pattern including a middle part that follows the head part and
that is formed by repeating a sequence of data patterns of
2T+1T.

7. The magnetic disk device according to claim 6, wherein
the controller converts the first data pattern to the fourth data
pattern including an end part that follows the middle part and
that includes a data pattern of 1T, 2T, or 3T.

8. The magnetic disk device according to claim 1, wherein
the controller includes a table used for converting the first
data pattern to the different data pattern including the pseudo
polarity inversion that does not cause a polarity inversion
when converting the first data pattern to the recording
current in accordance with a pattern length of the second
data pattern.

9. A magnetic disk device, comprising:

a disk;

a head to write data to the disk and read the data from the

disk;

a preamplifier to generate a recording current correspond-

ing to data that the head writes to the disk; and

a controller to convert a first data pattern in first write data

to a plurality of data patterns that have, at different
positions, pseudo polarity inversions that do not cause
a polarity inversion when converting the first data
pattern to the recording current.

10. The magnetic disk device according to claim 9,
wherein the controller converts the first data pattern to one
data pattern out of the plurality of data patterns in accor-
dance with a pattern length of a second data pattern previous
to the first data pattern.

11. The magnetic disk device according to claim 10,
wherein the controller converts the first data pattern to a
third data pattern including a head part including a sequence
of data patterns of 2T+1T when a pattern length of a PBW
pattern obtained by converting the second data pattern is 1T.

12. The magnetic disk device according to claim 11,
wherein the controller converts the first data pattern to the
third data pattern including a middle part that follows the
head part and that is formed by repeating a sequence of data
patterns of 2T+1T.
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13. The magnetic disk device according to claim 12,
wherein the controller converts the first data pattern to the
third data pattern including an end part that follows the
middle part and that includes a data pattern of 1T, 2T, or 3T.

14. The magnetic disk device according to claim 10,
wherein the controller converts the first data pattern to a
fourth data pattern including a head part including a
sequence of data patterns of 1T+1T when a pattern length of
a PBW pattern obtained by converting the second data
pattern is not 1T.

15. The magnetic disk device according to claim 14,
wherein the controller converts the first data pattern to the
fourth data pattern including a middle part that follows the
head part and that is formed by repeating a sequence of data
patterns of 2T+1T.

16. The magnetic disk device according to claim 15,
wherein the controller converts the first data pattern to the
fourth data pattern including an end part that follows the
middle part and that includes a data pattern of 1T, 2T, or 3T.

17. A method of generating write data applied to a
magnetic disk device including a disk, a head to write data
to the disk and read the data from the disk, and a preamplifier
to generate a recording current corresponding to the data that
the head writes to the disk, the method comprising
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converting a first data pattern in first write data to a
plurality of different data patterns that have, at different
positions, pseudo polarity inversions that do not cause
a polarity inversion when converting the first data
pattern to the recording current.

18. The method of generating write data according to
claim 17 further comprising converting the first data pattern
to one data pattern out of the plurality of data patterns in
accordance with a pattern length of a second data pattern
previous to the first data pattern.

19. The method of generating write data according to
claim 18 further comprising converting the first data pattern
to a third data pattern including a head part including a
sequence of data patterns of 2T+1T when a pattern length of
a PBW pattern obtained by converting the second data
pattern is 1T.

20. The method of generating write data according to
claim 19 further comprising converting the first data pattern
to the third data pattern including a middle part that follows
the head part and that is formed by repeating a sequence of
data patterns of 2T+1T.
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