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This invention relates to vehicles, and its
general object is to provide a combined
trailer hitch and tive carrier, that not only
provides means whereby a trailer can be

5 easily and conveniently secured to and pro-
pelled by a vehicle, but includes means sup-
ported and secured to the hitch for adjust-
ably receiving a spare tire and its rim, with
the result the space between the vehicle can

10 be used to an advantage, namely, for receiv-
ing a tire carrier.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a tire carrier, that is adjustable for re-
ceiving various sizes of tires, and their rims,

1% and also whereby a tire and its rim can be
easily mounted thereon and secured in fixed
relation thereto.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a device of the character set forth, that

20'1s simple in construction, inexpensive to
manufacture and efficient in operation and
service.

This invention also consists in certain other
features of construction and in the combina-

28 tion and arrangement of the several parts. to
be hereinafter fully described, illustrated in
the accompanying drawings and specifically
pointed out in the appended claims.

In describing my invention in detail, ref-

30 erence will be had to the accompanying draw-
ings wherein like characters denote like or
corresponding parts throughout the several
views, and in which :

Figure 1 is a top plan view of the device

85 “forming the subject matter of the present in-

vention and showing the same secured to a

vehicle with a tire and its rim in dotted lines
fixed in the tire carrier portion thereof.

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the device
and showing the position assumed by the tire
when being removed therefrom.

Figure 3 is a sectional view taken approxi-
mately on line 3—3 of Figure 1.

Figure 4 is a rear end view.

Referring to the drawings in detail, the let-
ter A indicates the rear end of a vehicle and
while I have shown my device secured to a
vehicle of a well known make, T want it un-
50 :derstood that it can be adapted for all types

45
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of motor vehicles without departing from the
spirit of the invention.

The device includes a substantially elon-
gated U-shaped member 1 having its spaced
ends formed in a manner to be secured to the
rear end of a vehicle, while the bight portion
thereof is bent upwardly upon itself and
provided with an opening for receiving a
clevis pin 2 which also passes through a sub-
stantially U-shaped strip 8 having its spaced
ends bent and secured to the arms of the
member in a manner to space the strip from
the bight portion as best shown in F igure
2 of the drawings.

Secured to each of the arms of the member
1 intermediate the ends thereof are blocks
4 which have fixed thereto the U-shaped por-
tions 5 of the tire carrier member 6. The tire
carrier member has its rear end connected by
a rounded portion which has formed therein
centrally of the ends thereof a semi-circular
In cross section recess and secured to the
curved portion is a plate 7 which is also pro-
vided with a similar shaped recess disposed
for cooperation with the recess first men-
tioned to provide a bearing 8 which receives
the shank 9 of a screw 10.

Secured to the shank 9 of the screw 10 is
a handle 11 which is provided with openings
12 upon opposite sides thereof. The shank
9 has secured thereon a collar 13 disposed in-
wardly of rounded portion to limit the move-
ment of the serew in one direction, as will be
apparent, and bridging the arms of the
U-shaped member 6 and secured in & manner
to have the ends thereof arranged in spaced
relation with respect to each other to provide
guides receiving the arms of the U-shaped
member for slidable movement thereon are
plates 14 formed with a threaded bore be-
tween the same for receiving the screw 10.

The lower plate 14 has secured thereto and
depending therefrom at an inclination, an
arm 15, having formed therewith and dis-
posed in spaced relation with respect to each
other oppositely inclined tongues 16 for the
purpose of receiving a mounted tire as sug-
gested in dotted lines in Figure 1 of the dravw-
ings. The front ends of the tire carrier mem-
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ber 6 are inclined outwardly and fixed to these
ends are rim receiving brackets 17.

Pivotally secured to the plate 7 and the bot-
tom of the rounded portion respectively, are
ears 18 having an opening formed in their
free end adapted to register with one of the
openings of the handle 11, and when the
openings are in registration, they are adapted
to receive the shackle of a lock indicated by
the reference numeral 19.

From the above description and disclo-
sure of the drawings, it will be obvious that
T have provided a combined trailer hitch and
tire carrier that can be associated with va-
rious makes of vehicles and trailers, for pro-
pelling the latter and due to the fact that
the hitch supports means for carrying a tire,
the space-between the trailer and the hitch
which is generally wasted will now be put
to a useful purpose by my device. When it
is desired to secure a tire and its rim to the
tire carrier, it will be apparent that the han-
dle 11 will be rotated for imparting such
movement to the screw which will slide the
arm 15 until the desired adjustment is ob-
tained, then the tire is arranged between the
tongues 16 and upon the brackets 17, and
the handle is again rotated for moving the
arm and its tongues in clamping engagement
with the rim of the tire for securing the same
in fixed position as shown in Figure 1 of the
drawings. The handle may then be locked
through the medium of the lock as above set
forth.

Tt is thought from the foregoing descrip-
tion that the advantages and novel features
of my invention will be readily apparent.

I desire it to be understood that I may
make changes in the construction and in the
combination and arrangement of the several
parts, provided that such changes fall within
the scope of the appended claims.

What T claim is:

1. A device for the purpose set forth, com-

‘prising a substantially U-shaped member de-

signed to be hitched to the rear of the vehicle,
a second substantially U-shaped member hav-
ing a depending portion which is fixed to the
first mentioned member, guide plates between

:the arms of the last U-shaped member, a screw

swiveled in the outer end of the said member
and threaded through the plates, means for
locking the screw from turning, a tire engag-
ing bracket carried by the lower plate, the

‘arms of the said member having angle ex-

tensions and brackets on the lower faces
thereof.

9. In a device for the purpose set forth, a
supporting member designed to be fixed on

‘the rear of a vehicle, a tire carrier which is

U-shaped in plan and which has its arms pro-
vided with U-shaped portions that are bolted
to the arms of the supporting member, slid-
able plates guided between the arms of the

-tire carrier member, a screw member having
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a non-threaded end swivelly supported at the
rear of the tire carrying member and said
plates having a threaded bore to receive the
threaded end of the screw, swingable means
for engaging the non-threaded end of the
screw for holding the same from turning, a
tire engaging bracket depending from the
lower plate, said tire carrying member hav-
ing its'inner ends disposed at opposite angles
and provided respectively with depending
tire engaging brackets.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

MANUEL P. VALINE.
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