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(57) ABSTRACT

A stepping motors includes a bracket including a first
protruding line and a second protruding line formed on both
sides, a stator and a rotor disposed on the bracket, a lead
screw coupled with the rotor, and a moving member which
moves back and forth according to a rotation of the lead
screw, 1n which the moving member includes a first guide
groove which slides on the first protruding line and a second
guide groove which slides on the second protruding line, and
the first guide groove and the second guide groove include
first sections which have widths corresponding to the first
protruding line and the second protruding line, respectively,
and second sections which have greater widths than the first
sections.
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1
STEPPING MOTOR

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit under 35 U.S.C. §119
of Korean Patent Application No. 10-2014-0048038, filed
Apr. 22, 2014, which 1s hereby incorporated by reference in
its entirety.

BACKGROUND

Field of the Invention

The 1nvention relates to a stepping motor which prevents
movements of a moving member.

Discussion of Related Art

Stepping motors are used to precisely control a mechani-
cal movement amount, which may be digitally controlled by
a pulse. Due to this, stepping motors are used for adjusting
a direction and an angle of an automotive lamp or for a light
pickup of an optical disc driver, which needs precise control.

In stepping motors, a lead screw inserted in a bracket
rotates, thereby linearly moving a transfer nut to control a
movement amount. However, since the transfer nut 1s
coupled only with the lead screw, the transfer nut easily
moves due to external shocks 1n such a way that 1t 1s diflicult
to perform precise control.

To overcome this, a supporting rod 1s inserted into the
transier nut to restrain vibrations. However, 1t 1s difficult to
restrain vibrations only using the supporting rod.

Also, since 1t 1s necessary to precisely adjust concentricity
between a through-hole for inserting the lead screw and a
through-hole for inserting the supporting rod, productivity
decreases. Also, when the concentricity 1s not precise, step-
ping motors are not driven.

Also, since it 1s necessary to manually insert the lead
screw 1nto the bracket, an operation pace becomes
decreased.

BRIEF SUMMARY

The present invention provides a stepping motor capable
of reducing a frictional force between a bracket and a
moving member.

The present invention also provides a stepping motor
capable of being automatically assembled by modifying
shapes of a bracket and a nut.

One aspect of the present invention provides stepping
motor mcluding a bracket including a first protruding line
and a second protruding line formed on both sides, a stator
and a rotor disposed on the bracket, a lead screw coupled
with the rotor to rotate, and a moving member which moves
back and forth according to a rotation of the lead screw, in
which the moving member includes a first guide groove
which slides on the first protruding line and a second guide
groove which slides on the second protruding line, and the
first guide groove and the second guide groove include first
sections which have widths corresponding to the first pro-
truding line and the second protruding line, respectively, and
second sections which have greater widths than the first
sections.

The bracket may include a housing disposed on one side,
a supporter disposed on the other side, a first connecting bar
which connects the housing with the supporter and includes
the first protruding line formed therein, and a second con-
necting bar which connects the housing with the supporter
and includes the second protruding line formed therein.
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2

The first protruding line may be thicker than the second
protruding line.

The first guide groove may include a first section formed
on one side and a second section formed on the other side,
and the second guide groove may include a first section
formed on the other side and a second section formed on the
one side based on a forward direction.

The first section and the second section of the first guide
groove and the first section and the second section of the
second guide groove may have widths which satisty follow-
ing Formulas 1 and 2,

D21<DI11<D12 [Formula 1]

D21<DI11<D22 [Formula 2]

Herein, D,, indicates the width of the first section of the
first gumide groove, D,, indicates the width of the second
section of the first guide groove, D,, indicates the width of
the first section of the second guide groove, and D,,
indicates the width of the second section of the second guide
groove.

The stepping motor may include a plurality of reinforcing
portions formed on outer surfaces of the first connecting bar
and the second connecting bar. Also, the plurality of rein-
forcing portions may be connected to one another through
connection portions.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other objects, features and advantages of
the present invention will become more apparent to those of
ordinary skill in the art by describing 1n detail exemplary
embodiments thereof with reference to the attached draw-
ings, 1n which:

FIG. 1 1s an exploded perspective view of a stepping
motor according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 1s a view 1llustrating a state 1n which a moving
member 1s inserted 1nto a bracket according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 1s a view 1llustrating a state 1n which the moving
member 1s guided by a protruding line of the bracket and
moves back and forth according to an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 4 1s a perspective view of the moving member 1n one
direction;

FIG. 5 1s a perspective view of the moving member in
another direction;

FIG. 6 1s a view of the moving member 1n a direction of
a line A-A 1n FIG. §;

FIG. 7 1s a view 1llustrating a state 1n which the moving
member 1s mserted 1nto the bracket according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention; and

FIG. 8 1s an enlarged view illustrating a portion B shown

in FIG. 7.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

The present invention may have various modifications
and several embodiments, and exemplary embodiments
thereof are shown 1n the drawings and will be described 1n
detail.

It will be understood that although the terms “first”,
“second”, etc. may be used herein to describe various
components, these components should not be limited by
these terms.

The terms are used merely to distinguish one element
from another. For example, within the scope of the present
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invention, a second component may be designated as a first
component, and similarly, the first component may be des-
ignated as the second component.

It will be understood that when a component is referred to
as being “‘connected to” another component, it can be
directly or indirectly connected to the other component. That
1s, for example, intervening components may be present.

On the contrary, when a component 1s referred to as being
“directly connected to” another component, 1t will be under-
stood that there 1s no intervening components.

Terms are used herein only to describe the exemplary
embodiments but not to limit the present invention. Singular
expressions, unless defined otherwise 1n contexts, include
plural expressions.

In the present specification, terms of “comprise” or
“have” are used to designate features, numbers, steps, opera-
tions, elements, components or combinations thereof dis-
closed 1n the specification as being present but not to exclude
possibility of the existence or the addition of one or more
other features, numbers, steps, operations, elements, com-
ponents, or combinations thereof.

Also, the attached drawings will be understood as being
enlarged or reduced for convemence of description.

The embodiments of the present invention will be
described with reference to the drawings. Throughout the
specification, like reference numerals designate like ele-
ments and a repetitive description thereof will be omitted.

FIG. 1 1s an exploded perspective view of a stepping
motor according to an embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 2. 1s a view 1llustrating a state in which a moving
member 170 1s 1nserted 1nto a bracket 110 according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the stepping motor includes
the bracket 110, a stator 120 inserted into a housing 111 of
the bracket 110, a lead screw 150 rotatably coupled with the
housing 111 and a supporter 112 of the bracket 110, a rotor
155 coupled with the lead screw 150 to rotate the lead screw
150, and the moving member 170 which moves back and
forth according to a rotation of the lead screw 150.

The bracket 110 1includes the housing 111 disposed on one
side, the supporter 112 disposed on the other side opposite
to the housing 111, and a first connecting bar 115 and a
second connecting bar 116 which are separate from each
other with a gap and connect the housing 111 with the
supporter 112.

The housing 111 has one side which 1s open and includes
an accommodating space 111a therein to allow the stator 120
to be 1nserted therein.

In the housing 111, an opening 1114 1s formed 1n a first
surface 1116 which 1s a bottom surface opposite to the
supporter 112 and an opposite surface thereol 1s open.
Accordingly, the moving member 170 and the lead screw
150 pass through the opening 1114 and are inserted into the
bracket 110.

In the case of a general method of coupling a bracket and
a lead screw, since the lead screw 1s tilted at a top of the
bracket and 1nserted into the bracket, an 1insertion is not easy
and coupling 1s only manually performed. However, accord-
ing to the embodiment of the present imnvention, since the
moving member 170 and the lead screw 150 are inserted
from the rear of the housing 111 of the bracket 110, coupling
1s easily performed and automation thereof 1s available.

The supporter 112 1s disposed on the other side of the
bracket 110, and one end of the lead screw 150 1s fixed
thereto. The supporter 112 may be separate from and oppo-
site to the housing 111 with a gap which may be appropri-
ately modified depending on a length of the lead screw 150.
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The first connecting bar 115 and the second connecting
bar 116 connect the housing 111 and the supporter 112, form
sides of the bracket 110, and form a space in which the
moving member 170 linearly moves.

The housing 111, supporter 112, and connecting bars 115
and 116 of the bracket 110 may be formed through 1njection
molding but are not limited thereto and may be separately
manufactured and assembled.

The first connecting bar 115 and the second connecting
bar 116 are formed with protruding lines along a longitudi-
nal direction on inner surfaces facing each other. FIGS. 1
and 2 1illustrate a first protruding line 115a of the first
connecting bar 115. Herein, the longitudinal direction 1is
defined as a direction in which the first connecting bar 115
and the second connecting bar 116 extend. The protruding
lines are serted 1nto both sides of the moving member 170
and guide back-and-forth movements of the moving member
170.

The stator 120 includes a case 121, a bobbin 123, a coil
125, a terminal plate 127, and a connection pin 128 and 1s
fixedly inserted into the housing 111. The case 121 1s
provided as a pair and includes a lid 121q and a yoke 1215.
Reterence numerals 161 and 162 which are not described
refer to elastic members having a ring shape.

The case 121 1s coupled with a thrust plate 130. The thrust
plate 130 includes a coupling plate 131 having a ring-shaped
body and a supporting pipe 135 which protrudes from an
inner circumierential surface of the coupling plate 131 and
supports one end of the lead screw 150. Herein, a ball
bearing 153 1s 1nserted between the lead screw 150 and the
supporting pipe 135.

The rotor 155 including a magnet 1s coupled with one end
of the lead screw 150 located inside the stator 120. The
magnet acts with the stator 120 to rotate forward and
backward to rotate the lead screw 150 forward and backward
as currents are selectively supplied to the coil 125.

A cover 140 includes a sealing portion 141 which 1s
coupled with one end of the housing 111 and seals one side
of the housing 111 and a cover portion 144 which 1s formed
at an outside of the sealing portion 141 as a single body and
protects a connection portion 195 of a substrate 190. A
supporting hole 141a 1nto which the supporting pipe 135 1s
inserted and supported 1s formed 1n the center of the sealing
portion 141.

A plurality of coupling pins 147 extend from the outside
of the sealing portion 141, and an insertion hole 147a 1s
formed 1n the coupling pin 147. The insertion hole 147a 1s
coupled with a coupling protrusion 111¢ formed on an outer
circumierence of the housing 111. However, such coupling
configuration 1s merely an example for understanding and
may be variously modified.

The substrate 190 1s electrically connected to a coil side
of the stator 120 and an external power supply, respectively,
to control the stepping motor. The substrate 190 includes
insertion holes 195a into which the connection pin 128 and
a ground pin 129 are mserted and movement-preventing
holes 192.

The movement-preventing holes 192 are coupled with
movement-preventing protrusions (not shown) formed on
the bracket 110, thereby preventing movements. An edge
portion of the substrate 190 1s fixed to a protecting rail 117
of the bracket 110 and does not protrude outside the bracket
110, thereby reducing damages of the substrate 190 caused
by external shocks.

Referring to FIG. 2, reinforcing members 118 having a
certain shape are formed 1n a longitudinal direction on outer
surfaces of the first connecting bar 115 and the second
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connecting bar 116, respectively. In detail, each of the
reinforcing members 118 includes a plurality of reinforcing
portions 118a having a certain shape and a plurality of
connecting portions 1185 connecting the plurality of rein-
forcing portions 118a.

The reinforcing portion 118a maintains the strength of the
connecting bars 115 and 116, thereby preventing distortion
in the first protruding line 115a during an 1njection molding
process. The connecting portion 1185 improves a resin flow
while the reinforcing portion 118a 1s injection-molded from
an outer surface of each of the connecting bars 115 and 116
as a single body, thereby increasing moldability thereof.

FIG. 3 1s a view 1illustrating a state i1n which the moving
member 170 1s gmided by the first protruding line 1154 and
a second protruding line 1164 of the bracket 110 and moves
back and forth according to an embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 4 1s a perspective view of the moving
member 170 1n one direction. FIG. § 1s a perspective view
of the moving member 170 1n another direction. FIG. 6 1s a
view of the moving member 170 1n a direction of a line A-A
in FIG. 5.

Referring to FIG, 3, the moving member 170 1s inserted
into the first protruding line 115a formed on the first

connecting bar 115 and the second protruding line 116a
formed on the second connecting bar 116 to move back and
forth.

Accordingly, since the moving member 170 moves while
both sides thereof are being inserted into the protruding lines
115a and 1164, movements are reduced while vibrations are
occurring due to external shocks. Accordingly, an abrasion
loss of the moving member 170 with respect to the vibra-
tions may be minimized.

The moving member 170 includes a first guide groove
175 which slides on the first protruding line 115a and a
second guide groove 176 which slides on the second pro-
truding line 116a.

The first guide groove 175 and the second guide groove
176 are guided by the first protruding line 1154 and the
second protruding line 116a, respectively, thereby allowing
the moving member 170 to linearly move when the lead
screw 150 rotates forward and backward, instead of rotating
according to the lead screw 150.

The first guide groove 175 and the second guide groove
176 include first sections 175a and 176a 1n contact with the
first protruding line 1154 and the second protruding line
116a and second sections 1755 and 1765 not 1n contact with
the first protruding line 1154 and the second protruding line
116a.

The first section 1n contact may refer to a section designed
to allow a width of a guide groove to correspond to a width
of a protruding line. The second section not in contact may
refer to a section 1n which the width of the guide groove 1s
formed greater than one of the width of the first section and
the width of the protruding line.

In a configuration described above, since only a part of the
first guide groove 175 and a part of the second guide groove
176 are 1n contact with the first protruding line 1154 and the
second protruding line 1164, friction 1s minimized. Features
described above maximize when a stepping motor 1is
exposed to an extremely low or high temperature 1n such a
way that a bracket contracts or expands.

The first section 175a of the first guide groove 175 and the
first section 176a of the second guide groove 176 are 1n
contact with the protruding lines 115a and 1164 in mutually
different positions. That 1s, in FIG. 3, based on a forward
direction F, the first section 175a of the first guide groove
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175 1s formed on one side (front) and the first section 1764
of the second guide groove 176 1s formed on the other side
(rear).

Identically, based on the forward direction F, the second
section 1755 of the first guide groove 175 1s formed on the
one side (front) and the first section 176a of the second guide
groove 176 1s formed on the other side (rear).

Accordingly, based on the forward direction F, a point 1n
which the first section 175qa of the first guide groove 175 1s
in contact with the first protruding line 115¢a 1s located 1n
front of a point 1n which the first section 176a of the second
guide groove 176 1s in contact with the second protruding
line 116a.

According to the configuration, even though the second
section 1756 of the first guide groove 175 and the second
section 1766 of the second guide groove 176 are not 1n
contact with the first protruding line 1154 and the second
protruding line 1164, vibrations of the moving member 170
are minimized.

Referring to FIGS. 4 and S, the moving member 170
includes a body 171 and a coupling protrusion 173. An
automotive head lamp 1s assembled with the coupling pro-
trusion 173 of the stepping motor, thereby forming a head
lamp assembly.

As a configuration of the automotive head lamp, a pub-
licly known configuration may be applied as 1t 1s and a
further description thereot will be omitted. For example, the
configuration of the head lamp includes a light source and a
reflecting plate which fixes the light source and guides a
proceeding direction of light.

The body 171 includes a through-hole 172 into which the
lead screw 150 penetrates and 1s 1nserted and an accommo-
dating groove 174 into which the magnet 1s 1nserted. The
first guide groove 175 and the second guide groove 176 are
formed on both sides of the body 171. The first guide groove
175 and the second guide groove 176, as described above,
slide along the first protruding line 115a and the second
protruding line 116a.

A width D, of the first section 175a of the first guide
groove 175 1s formed narrower than a width D,, of the
second section 1755. A width D, of the first section 1764 of
the second guide groove 176 1s firmed narrower than a width
D, of the second section 176b.

At this time, the first section 175a of the first guide groove
175 does not need to have the same width as the first section
176a of the second guide groove 176. The second section
17556 of the first guide groove 175 also does not need to have
the same width as the second section 1765 of the second
guide groove 176.

Referring to FIG. 6, based on the forward direction F, the
first section 175a of the first guide groove 175 1s disposed 1n
the front and the first section 176a of the second guide
groove 176 1s disposed in the rear.

Identically, based on the forward direction F, the second
section 1755 of the first guide groove 175 1s disposed 1n the
front and the second section 1765 of the second guide
groove 176 1s disposed 1n the rear. Throughout the specifi-
cation, a configuration in which respective sections do not
face each other and are alternately disposed in a diagonal
direction 1s defined as an asymmetrical disposition.

FIG. 7 1s a view 1llustrating a state 1n which the moving
member 170 1s 1inserted into the bracket 110 according to an
embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 8 1s an enlarged
view 1llustrating a portion B shown in FIG. 7.

A thickness W1 of the first protruding line 1154 and a
thickness W2 of the second protruding line 116a may be
formed mutually different 1n such a way that a width of the
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first section 175a of the first guide groove 175 and a width
of the first section 176a of the second guide groove 176 may
be formed mutually different.

For example, the thickness W1 of the first protruding line
115a may be greater than the thickness W2 of the second
protruding line 116a. Accordingly, to be 1n contact with each
protruding line, the width of the first section 175a of the first
guide groove 175 and the width of the first section 176a of
the second guide groove 176 are adjusted.

According to the configuration described above, the mov-
ing member 170 may be inserted into the bracket 110 only
in a predetermined direction 1n which sizes of the protruding
lines and the guide grooves fit each other. Accordingly, 1t 1s
prevented that a product malfunctions because the magnet
inserted 1nto the accommodating groove 174 is not inserted
in the predetermined direction.

Since the first sections 175a and 176a are allowed to have
smaller widths than the second sections 17556 and 1765 and
the width of the first section 175a of the first guide groove
175 1s greater than the width of the first section 176a of the
second guide groove 176, the first section 175a and the
second section 17556 of the first guide groove 175 and the
first section 176a and the second section 1765 of the second
guide groove 176 may satisty following Formulas 1 and 2.

D5 <D{<D;5 [Formula 1]

D5 <D <D [Formula 2]

Herein, D, , indicates the width of the first section 175a of
the first guide groove 175, D,, indicates the width of the
second section 1756 of the first gmde groove 175, D,
indicates the width of the first section 176a of the second
guide groove 176, and D,, indicates the width of the second
section 1765 of the second guide groove 176.

Gaps G are formed between the protruding lines 1154 and
1164 and the first sections 175a and 176a. The gaps G allow
smooth sliding of the guide grooves 175 and 176. When the
protruding lines 1154 and 116a are inserted into the first
sections 175a and 176a without the gaps G, sliding thereof
1s not smooth due to a frictional force. When tips occur at
ends of the protruding lines 115a and 1164, since the guide
grooves 175 and 176 do not slide, the stepping motor may
not operate.

According to the embodiments of the present invention,
since a moving member slides on a protruding line of a
bracket and linearly moves, a movement caused by external
vibrations may be prevented and an abrasion loss may be
minimized.

Also, since the moving member 1s inserted only 1n a preset
direction, a malfunction of the motor 1s prevented and an
automatic assembling process 1s available.

While the invention has been shown and described with
reference to certain exemplary embodiments thereof, 1t will
be understood by those skilled 1n the art that various changes
in form and details may be made therein without departing
from the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the
appended claims.

What i1s claimed 1s:

1. A stepping motor comprising;:

a bracket comprising a first protruding line and a second
protruding line formed on both sides;

a stator and a rotor disposed on the bracket;

a lead screw coupled with the rotor; and

a moving member which moves back and forth according
to a rotation of the lead screw,
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wherein the moving member comprises a first guide
groove which slides on the first protruding line and a
second guide groove which slides on the second pro-
truding line, and

wherein the first guide groove and the second guide
groove comprise first sections which have widths cor-
responding to the first protruding line and the second
protruding line, respectively, and second sections
which have greater widths than the first sections.

2. The stepping motor of claim 1, wherein the bracket

COmprises:

a housing disposed on one side;

a supporter disposed on the other side;

a first connecting bar which connects the housing with the
supporter and comprises the first protruding line
formed therein; and

a second connecting bar which connects the housing with
the supporter and comprises the second protruding line
formed therein.

3. The stepping motor of claim 1, wherein the first

protruding line 1s thicker than the second protruding line.

4. The stepping motor of claim 1, wherein the first gmide
groove comprises a first section formed on one side and a
second section formed on the other side, and

wherein the second guide groove comprises a first section
formed on the other side and a second section formed
on the one side.

5. The stepping motor of claim 1, wherein the first section
and the second section of the first guide groove and the first
section and the second section of the second guide groove
have widths which satisfy following Formulas 1 and 2,

D5 <D <D, [Formula 1]

D5 <D ;<D>5 [Formula 2]

wherein D, indicates the width of the first section of the
first guide groove, D, , indicates the width of the second
section of the first guide groove, D, , indicates the width
of the first section of the second guide groove, and D,,
indicates the width of the second section of the second
guide groove.

6. The stepping motor of claim 2, wherein the housing
comprises an opening through which the moving member
passes.

7. The stepping motor of claim 6, comprising a cover
which 1s connected to the housing and seals the stator.

8. The stepping motor of claim 2, comprising a plurality
of reinforcing portions formed on outer surfaces of the first
connecting bar and the second connecting bar.

9. The stepping motor of claim 8, wherein the plurality of
reinforcing portions are connected to one another through
connection portions.

10. The stepping motor of claim 1, comprising a substrate
coupled with the bracket.

11. The stepping motor of claim 10, wherein the bracket
comprises protecting rails coupled with an edge portion of
the substrate.

12. The stepping motor of claim 1, wherein the moving
member comprises a body comprising the first guide groove
and the second guide groove formed thereon.

13. The stepping motor of claim 12, wherein the moving
member comprises a coupling portion formed on a top of the
body.

14. The stepping motor of claim 12, wherein the body
COmprises:

a through-hole into which the lead screw 1s inserted; and
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an accommodating groove 1nto which a magnet 1s
inserted.

15. A head lamp assembly comprising;:

the stepping motor according to claim 1; and

a head lamp coupled with the moving member of the 5
stepping motor.
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