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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.
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To oll whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Wirianm P, Bicxiey,
citizen of the United States, residing at
Farmersville, in the county of Collin and
State of Texas, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in TL.oose- Leat
Binders, of which the following is a specifi-
cation,

This invention relates to loose leaf bind-
ers and has as it object to provide, in a
binder of this type, a novel leaf post go con-
structed that its sections may be readily and
quickly adjusted so as to Iengthen or shorten
the post and may, without the use of keys,
or the like, be firmly locked at adjustment.

The invention also has as its object to pro-
vide in aloose leat binder, a leaf post consist-
Ing of but two sections which may be readily
adjusted so as to lengthen or shorten the
post as a whole and which may be locked at
adjustment merely by the rotation of ono
section with relation to the other,

For a full understanding of the invention
reference is to be had to the following de-
seription and accompanying drawing, in
which —

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the
binder embodying the present invention.
Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view in detail
through the back of the binder and one of
the leaf supporting posts. I ig. 3 is a plan
view of the stationary post section. Fig. 4
is a bottom plan view of the adjustable post
section. Fig. 5 is a view in elevation illus-
trating the sections assembled.

Correspondng and like parts are referred
to in the following description and indi-
cated in all the views of the accompanying
drawing by the same reference characters,

In the drawing the reference letter A in-
dicates in general one cover of the binder
and B the other cover. The cover A consists
preferably of a sheet 1 of heavy card-board
or paste-board, although it may be of other
material, and a covering 2 which may be of
cloth, leather, or the like. This cover 2 ex-
tends over the edges of the sheet 1 and at
the back of the binder is extended as at 3
over a strip 4 disposed for the greater por-
tion of its'length against the imner face of
the sheet 1. This strip 4 and the engaging
portion of the sheet 8 are formed with open-
ings 5 and 6 respectively, which register
and which receive the stationary posts of
the binder, ag will be  presently "explained.

The cover B includes a sheet 7 correspond-
ing to the sheet 1 which is covered by a
sheet 8 corresponding to the sheet 2 and
these sheets af the back of the binder are
formed with an opening 9 to receive the
Posts of the binder, .

Each post of the binder includes a fixed
section and a section adjustable with re-
spect thereto. The fixed section consists of
a base 10 preferably of relatively thin sheet
metal which is disposed. between the inner
face of the sheet 1 and the strip 4 in the
manner illustrated in Tig. 2 of the drawing,
A post section 11 projects upwardly from
the center of the base 10 and through the
openings 5 and 6. This bost section 11 is
in the form of a sheet metal sleeve which
is_elliptical in cross-section and is formed
with a slot 12. Tt will be noted by referring
to Fig. 8 of the drawing that the slot 12 is
not located, strictly speaking at either side
of the ellipse defined by the sleeve in cross-
section, nor at either end thereof, but at a
point where one side and one end of the
ellipse merge. It will also be observed that
this slot extends directly longitudinally of
the sleeve and from one end thereof to the
other.

Each adjustable section of the post cen-
sists of a head 18 which may be circular,
square, or of any other desired contour, and
an elliptical sleeve 14 projects axially from
the head 13, as in the case of the sleeve of
the fixed post sections and is formed with a
slot 15 which extends from end to end there-
of and is located in the same position on
the ellipse described by the sleeve in cross-
section as is the slot 19.

In using the binder, the sheets to be held
are disposed upon the fixed post section 11
and the cover B is disposed upon the sheets
with ‘the fixed post sections projecting
through the openings 9 therein. The post
sections 14 are then inserted into the upper
open ends of the post sections 11 with the
ellipse defined by the post sections, in cross-
section, coinciding, after which the heads 13
of the adjustable post sections are turned
through an arc of about 90° so as to rotate
the sleeves 14 within the sleeves 11. This
will result in the sleeve 14 being compressed
to substantially circular form and the sleeves
11 expanded to cireular form, the slot 15
being incidentally narrowed and the one 12
being widened or spread. The sections will
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in this manner be held by friction firmly at
adjustment and against accidental separa-
tion.

The binder embodying the present inven-
tion is designed more particularly for use
with all of the leaves to be held supported
upon the sleeves 11 but it will be understood,
of course, that if it is necessary to employ
more leaves than these sleeves will accommo-
date, then the post sections 14 may be ad-
justed longitudinally in the post sections 11.

Having thus described the invention what
is claimed as new is:—

1. In a loose leaf binder, a leaf post com-
prising tubular post sections, non-circular
in cross section, one of the sections being
fitted rotatably in the other, each section
being formed with a longitudinally extend-

ing slot.

9. In a loose leaf binder, a cover, a strip
disposed against one face of the cover and
having an opening therein, a fixed leaf post
section comprising a base confined between
the strip and the said face of the cover, a
tubular post projecting from the base and
through the said opening in the strip, a sec-
ond cover having an opening through which
the post projects, and a second post section
comprising a head having a tubular post
projecting therefrom and rotatably fitted
in the first mentioned post, the posts being
non-circular in cross-section.

Tn testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM P. BICKLEY. [r. s.]

Witnesses:

Ropt. S. Rixg,
Wirtam A. Berry.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the *Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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