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(54) BELT ATTACHMENT FOR BUCKET ELEVATORS

(57) The invention relates to a belt attachment for
bucket elevators that has a part that is common to several
conventional connections comprising an upper lock, an-
other lower lock and an intermediate piece wedged be-
tween both locks, and furthermore the attachment has
progressive fasteners that grip the mechanical part of the
belt which must be stripped and left bare, wherein the
progressive fasteners are based on an eccentric (5), such

that by rotating due to the traction effect of the cables,
and by the very geometry thereof, it progressively clamps
the core of the belt (cables) against an extension piece
that extends the connection and in the use of arms (8)
on which the eccentric piece (5) rotates and which by
rotating presses against and clamps the core (9) of the
belt.
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Description

OBJECT OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The object of the present invention, as estab-
lished by the title of the document, is a belt attachment
for bucket elevators, in other words, it relates to a device
that attaches or connects the belt or strip in order to lock
it in bucket elevators.
[0002] The present invention is characterized by the
special configuration and design of the pieces that form
part of the attachment in order to achieve a firm, effective
and safe attachment, without ruptures, gaps or wear to
the belt or strip that would damage the bucket elevator
and preventing the attachment from breaking.
[0003] Thus, the present invention lies within the field
of attachment pieces for highly resistant belts or strips,
preferably with a metal and textile cores.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0004] A bucket elevator is a mechanism that is used
to vertically carry or handle bulk materials (as in the case
of grains, seeds, fertilizers, minerals, etc.).
[0005] It is the vertical equivalent to the conveyor belt.
The elements that make up a bucket elevator are:

- Buckets for vertically transporting the bulk material.
- A conveyor belt, strip or chain to which the buckets

are fastened in order to move the same.
- Actuation and rotation means for the equipment

(geared motor).
- The part of the equipment designed to receive the

material and fill the buckets and the part of the equip-
ment for unloading the product, called heads.

- The system for maintaining tension on the lower part
of the elevator.

- Boxes to enclose all of the equipment.
- Security systems

[0006] In the state of the art, the attachment devices
designed to attach belts or strips that attach the buckets
of an elevator are different, yet all of them aim to achieve
a firm and resistant attachment that prevents the two
ends of the belt from coming loose.
[0007] In general, the belt attachment for bucket ele-
vators of the state of the art comprises:

- An upper lock.
- A lower lock.
- A central piece in the shape of a wedge introduced

through the opening of the ends of the belt sections
to be joined and placed between both ends of the
same, the entire assembly, the upper and lower
locks, the ends of the belt and central piece being
secured by attachment means that pass through all
of the elements.

[0008] The upper and lower clamps have a symmetri-
cal form with respect to a horizontal shaft that passes
through the central piece in the shape of a wedge, and
in a possible preferred embodiment have a curved profile
in the opening thereof and on the outside have a stepped
profile having a greater width in the area of the entrance
of the ends of the belt to be attached.
[0009] In general, said attachment is complemented
by a highly resistant cable clamp, wherein said clamp is
formed by one bolt, two bolts or even three bolts, the
number of bolts used in the cable clamp not being limited.
[0010] However, in said highly resistant cable clamps
the resistance is directly proportional to the force applied
to the clamping bolts, possibly damaging the structure of
the cables by the action of the clamping bolts, and even
this fastening not being sufficiently effective, able to
cause the cables to slip.
[0011] Therefore, the object of the invention is to de-
velop a gripping system for the cables in which the clamp-
ing bolts do not directly intervene in the structure of the
cable, developing a belt attachment for bucket elevators
such as the one that is described below, the essential
nature of which is included in claim one.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0012] The belt attachment for bucket elevators has a
part that is common to several conventional connections
that comprises an upper lock, another lower lock, and an
intermediate piece wedged between both locks, defining
a space between the intermediate wedged piece and
each one of the locks, through which the ends of the belt
are clamped by bolts.
[0013] The attachment has two progressive fasteners
that grip the mechanical part of the belt which must be
stripped and left bare. This core can be made of steel
cables or a textile cloth.
[0014] The progressive fasteners are a proportional
tightening assembly based on an eccentric such that, by
rotating due to the traction effect of the cables, and by
the very geometry thereof, it progressively clamps the
core of the belt (cables) against an extension piece of
the connection.
[0015] Said cable clamps are made up of three pieces:
an upper piece, another lower piece and a central piece,
the surfaces in contact having a complementary castel-
lated profile defining spaces between the pieces through
which the cable passes, said pieces being attached by
attachment means, which in a possible embodiment can
be bolts and nuts.
[0016] Thanks to the configuration described, the ends
of the belt, in particular the core of the same (either being
steel cables or a textile cloth), does not slip by the action
of the stresses to which it is subjected.
[0017] Except when indicated otherwise, all of the tech-
nical and scientific elements used in this specification
have the meaning commonly understood by one with av-
erage skill in the art to which this invention belongs. When
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this invention is put into practice, methods and materials
may be used that are similar or equivalent to the ones
described in this specification.
[0018] Throughout the description and the claims, the
term "comprises" and its variants do not aim to exclude
other technical characteristics, additions, components or
steps. For those skilled in the art, other objects, advan-
tages and characteristics of the invention may be de-
duced from both the description and the practical use of
the invention.

EXPLANATION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0019] As a complement to the present description,
and for the purpose of helping to make the characteristics
of the invention more readily understandable, in accord-
ance with a preferred practical exemplary embodiment
thereof, said description is accompanied by a set of draw-
ings constituting an integral part of the same, which by
way of illustration and not limitation represent the follow-
ing:

In figure 1, we can see a cross-sectional view of the
belt attachment object of the invention.
Figure 2 shows a representation of the attachment
in perspective wherein the core of the belt is shown,
which in this case consists of steel cables that are
clamped.
Figures 3, 4 and 5 show the locking process of the
eccentric on the core of the cables.

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION

[0020] In reference to the figures, a preferred embod-
iment of the invention proposed is described below.
[0021] Figure 1 shows the belt attachment, wherein
said attachment comprises:

- An upper lock (1).
- A lower lock (2).
- A central piece (3) in the form of a wedge introduced

through the opening of the ends of the belt sections
to be attached and placed between both ends of the
same, the entire assembly, the upper (1) and lower
locks (2), ends of the belt (4) and central piece (3)
being secured by attachment means that pass
through all of the elements.

[0022] The upper (1), lower (2) and central locking
pieces (3) can be made of stainless steel, the manufac-
turing material of said pieces, however, not being limited.
[0023] Moreover, and in a distinctive way, the belt at-
tachment comprises a progressive tightening assembly
based on the use of an eccentric (5).
[0024] Said tightening assembly comprises a piece (6)
arranged after the previous connection and which has
arms (8) on which the eccentric wheel (5) rotates and
which press the core (9) of the belt between the piece

(6) and the eccentric wheel (5). The end of the core (9)
of the belt (4) is retained at the end thereof by a bolt (7).
[0025] Since the wheel is an eccentric wheel (5), when
the same rotates in the direction of the arrow, the eccen-
tric wheel (5) presses the core (9) of the belt (4) against
the piece (6), preventing the core (9) from slipping when
the core cables (9) tend to slip due to the stresses of the
belt.
[0026] With the system described, it is not the bolts
that structurally grip the cables or cloth, but rather the it
is the mechanism of the eccentric that causes the cables
to be clamped by rotating the same, by reducing the dis-
tance between the walls of the eccentric wheel (5) and
the piece (6) as it rotates, as was previously explained
and shown in this figure.
[0027] Figure 2 shows a perspective view of the belt
attachment for bucket elevators object of the invention,
wherein one can see the core (9) of the belt (4) and how
it is attached by one or several bolts (7).
[0028] Figures 3, 4 and 5 show how increasing the ten-
sion of the core (9) causes the rotation of the eccentric
wheel, making it rotate on the arm (8). The center of ro-
tation of the eccentric wheel (5) on the arm (8) makes
the surface of said eccentric wheel (5) move towards the
concavity of the piece (6), thereby clamping the core (9)
of the cables of the belt, and therefore the tighter they
are, the more the eccentric wheel (5) will move towards
the piece (6) and the greater the pressure will be on the
core (9) of the cables of the belt.
[0029] The progressive process of "locking" and
clamping the cables by the eccentric wheel (5) is shown
in figures 3, 4 and 5.
[0030] Having thus adequately described the nature of
the present invention, as well as how to put it into practice,
it must be noted that, within its essential nature, the in-
vention may be carried out according to other embodi-
ments differing in detail from that set out by way of ex-
ample, which the protection sought would equally cover,
provided that the fundamental principle thereof is not al-
tered, changed or modified.

Claims

1. A belt attachment for bucket elevators that has:

- An upper lock (1),
- A lower lock (2),
- A central piece (3) in the shape of a wedge
introduced through the opening of the ends of
the sections of the belt (4) to be attached and
placed between both ends of the same, the en-
tire assembly, the upper (1) and lower locks (2),
the ends of the belt (4) and central piece (3) be-
ing secured by attachment means that pass
through all of the elements, characterized in
that the belt attachment comprises a progres-
sive tightening assembly based on the use of an
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eccentric (5).

2. The belt attachment for bucket elevators according
to claim 1, characterized in that the attachment
means that pass through the pieces and the attach-
ment belt are bolts and the corresponding nuts there-
of.

3. The belt attachment for bucket elevators according
to claim 1 or 2 characterized in that said progres-
sive tightening assembly comprises a piece (6) ar-
ranged after the connection formed by the upper (1)
and lower (2) locking pieces and the central wedged
piece (3) and which has arms (8) on which eccentric
piece (5) rotates and which by rotating, presses and
clamps the core (9) of the belt (metal cables) be-
tween the piece (6) and the eccentric piece (5).

4. The belt attachment for bucket elevators according
to any one of the preceding claims, characterized
in that the end of the core (9) of the belt, formed in
this diagram by steel cables, is retained on the end
thereof by one or several bolts (7).
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