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LIGHT EMITTING DEVICE FOR DISPLAY
AND DISPLAY APPARATUS HAVING THE
SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a Continuation of U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 17/902,893, filed on Sep. 4, 2022, which is
a Continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 17/096,
289, filed on Nov. 12, 2020, now issued as U.S. Pat. No.
11,437,353, which claims priority from the benefit of U.S.
Provisional Application No. 62/935,741, filed on Nov. 15,
2019, each of which is hereby incorporated by reference for
all purposes as if fully set forth herein.

BACKGROUND
Field

Exemplary embodiments of the invention relate generally
to a light emitting device for a display and a display
apparatus, and, more particularly, to a light emitting device
having a stack structure of LEDs for a display and a display
apparatus including the same.

Discussion of the Background

As an inorganic light source, light emitting diodes have
been used in various fields including displays, vehicular
lamps, general lighting, and the like. With various advan-
tages of light emitting diodes over conventional light
sources, such as longer lifespan, lower power consumption,
and rapid response, light emitting diodes have been replac-
ing conventional light sources.

Light emitting diodes have been generally used as back-
light light sources in display apparatuses. However, LED
displays that directly display images using the light emitting
diodes have been recently developed.

In general, a display apparatus realizes various colors
through mixture of blue, green, and red light. In order to
display various images, the display apparatus includes a
plurality of pixels each having sub-pixels corresponding to
blue, green and red light, respectively. In this manner, a color
of a certain pixel is determined based on the colors of the
sub-pixels so that images can be displayed through combi-
nation of such pixels.

Since LEDs can emit various colors depending upon
materials thereof, a display apparatus may be provided by
arranging individual LED chips emitting blue, green, and
red light on a two-dimensional plane. However, when one
LED chip is arranged in each sub-pixel, the number of LED
chips may be increased, which may require excessive time
for a mounting process during manufacture.

Moreover, when the sub-pixels are arranged on a two-
dimensional plane in the display apparatus, a relatively large
area is occupied by one pixel that includes the sub-pixels for
blue, green, and red light. Accordingly, an area of each LED
chip may need to be reduced to arrange the sub-pixels in a
restricted area. However, reduction in size of LED chips
may cause difficulty in mounting the LED chips, as well as
reducing luminous areas of the LED chips.

The above information disclosed in this Background
section is only for understanding of the background of the
inventive concepts, and, therefore, it may contain informa-
tion that does not constitute prior art.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2
SUMMARY

Light emitting devices for a display constructed according
to exemplary embodiments of the invention are capable of
increasing an area of each sub-pixel in a restricted pixel area
and a display apparatus including the same.

Exemplary embodiments also provide a light emitting
device for a display that is capable of reducing a time for a
mounting process and a display apparatus including the
same.

Exemplary embodiments also provide a light emitting
device for a display and a display apparatus that is capable
of increasing the production yield.

Additional features of the inventive concepts will be set
forth in the description which follows, and in part will be
apparent from the description, or may be learned by practice
of the inventive concepts.

A light emitting device according to an exemplary
embodiment includes a first LED stack, a second LED stack
disposed under the first LED stack, and a third LED stack
disposed under the second LED stack, each of the first,
second, and third LED stacks including a first conductivity
type semiconductor layer and a second conductivity type
semiconductor layer, a first bonding layer interposed
between the second LED stack and the third LED stack, a
second bonding layer interposed between the first LED stack
and the second LED stack, a first planarization layer inter-
posed between the second bonding layer and the second
LED stack, a second planarization layer disposed on the first
LED stack, lower buried vias passing through the first
planarization layer, the second LED stack, and the first
bonding layer and electrically connected to the first conduc-
tivity type semiconductor layer and the second conductivity
type semiconductor layer of the third LED stack, respec-
tively, and upper buried vias passing through the second
planarization layer and the first LED stack, in which a width
of an upper end of each of the lower buried vias and the
upper buried vias is greater than a width of a corresponding
through hole.

The first, second, and third LED stacks may be configured
to emit red light, blue light, and green light, respectively.

The light emitting device may further include lower
connectors covering the lower buried vias, in which at least
one of the upper buried vias may be connected to the lower
connectors.

The lower buried vias may include a first lower buried via
and a second lower buried via, the upper buried vias may
include a first upper buried via, a second upper buried via,
a third upper buried via, and a fourth upper buried via, the
first and second upper buried vias overlapping the with first
and second lower buried vias.

The light emitting device may further include a third
lower connector spaced apart from the lower buried vias and
electrically connected to the second conductivity type semi-
conductor layer of the second LED stack, in which the third
upper buried via may be electrically connected to the third
lower connector.

The first planarization layer may include a plurality of
regions spaced apart from each other, one region of the first
planarization layer may be interposed between the second
LED stack and the third lower connector, and the third lower
connector may be electrically connected to the second LED
stack around the one region of the first planarization layer.

The lower buried vias may further include a third lower
buried via passing through the first planarization layer and
the second conductivity type semiconductor layer of the
second LED stack, the third lower buried via being electri-
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cally connected to the first conductivity type semiconductor
layer of the second LED stack, and the third lower buried via
may be electrically connected to one of the lower connec-
tors.

The first planarization layer may be continuously dis-
posed on the second LED stack.

The lower buried vias and the upper buried vias may be
surrounded by sidewall insulation layers inside correspond-
ing through holes, respectively.

The sidewall insulation layers may have a gradually
decreasing thickness as being closer to bottoms of the
through holes.

The light emitting device may further include a first
transparent electrode in ohmic contact with the second
conductivity type semiconductor layer of the first LED
stack, a second transparent electrode in ohmic contact with
the second conductivity type semiconductor layer of the
second LED stack, and a third transparent electrode in ohmic
contact with the second conductivity type semiconductor
layer of the third LED stack, in which the second transparent
electrode may have openings exposing the second conduc-
tivity type semiconductor layer of the second LED stack,
and the lower buried vias may be formed within the cir-
cumference of the openings of the second transparent elec-
trode in a plan view.

The light emitting device may further include a plurality
of upper connectors disposed on the first LED stack, in
which the upper connectors may cover the upper buried vias
to be electrically connected to the upper buried vias, respec-
tively.

The light emitting device may further include bump pads
disposed on the upper connectors, respectively.

The bump pads may include a first bump pad commonly
electrically connected to the first, second, and third LED
stacks, and second, third, and fourth bump pads electrically
connected to the second conductivity type semiconductor
layers of the first, second, and third LED stacks, respec-
tively.

The light emitting device may further include a first
electrode pad disposed on the first conductivity type semi-
conductor layer of the first LED stack, in which one of the
upper connectors electrically may connect the upper buried
via and the first electrode pad.

The upper connectors may include Au or an Au alloy.

Upper surfaces of the lower buried vias may be substan-
tially flush with an upper surface of the first planarization
layer, and upper surfaces of the upper buried vias may be
substantially flush with an upper surface of the second
planarization layer.

Each of the first, second, and third LED stacks may not
include a growth substrate.

The light emitting device may further include a lower
insulation layer interposed between the third LED stack and
the first bonding layer and contacting the first bonding layer,
and an intermediate insulation layer interposed between the
second LED stack and the second bonding layer and con-
tacting the second bonding layer.

A display apparatus according to another exemplary
embodiment includes a circuit board, and a plurality of light
emitting devices arranged on the circuit board, each of the
light emitting devices including a first LED stack, a second
LED stack disposed under the first LED stack, a third LED
stack disposed under the second LED stack and including a
first conductivity type semiconductor layer and a second
conductivity type semiconductor layer, a first bonding layer
interposed between the second LED stack and the third LED
stack, a second bonding layer interposed between the first
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LED stack and the second LED stack, a first planarization
layer interposed between the second bonding layer and the
second LED stack, a second planarization layer disposed on
the first LED stack, lower buried vias passing through the
first planarization layer, the second LED stack, and the first
bonding layer and electrically connected to the first conduc-
tivity type semiconductor layer and the second conductivity
type semiconductor layer of the third LED stack, respec-
tively, and upper buried vias passing through the second
planarization layer and the first LED stack, in which a width
of an upper end of each of the lower buried vias and the
upper buried vias is greater than that of a corresponding
through hole.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory and are intended to provide further
explanation of the invention as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide a further understanding of the invention and are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of this specification, illustrate
exemplary embodiments of the invention, and together with
the description serve to explain the inventive concepts.

FIG. 1 shows schematic perspective views of display
apparatuses according to exemplary embodiments.

FIG. 2 is a schematic plan view of a display panel
according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a schematic plan view of a light emitting device
according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIGS. 4A and 4B are schematic cross-sectional views
taken along lines A-A' and B-B' of FIG. 3, respectively.

FIGS. 5A, 5B, and 5C are schematic cross-sectional
views of first, second, and third LED stacks grown on
growth substrates, respectively, according to an exemplary
embodiment.

FIGS. 6A, 6B, 6C, 7A, 7B, 7C, 8A, 8B, 8C, 9A, 9B, 9C,
10A, 10B, 10C, 11A, 11B, 11C, 12A, 12B, 12C, 13A, 13B,
13C, 14A, 14B, 14C, 15A, 15B, 15C, 16A, 16B, and 16C are
schematic plan views and cross-sectional views illustrating
a method of manufacturing a light emitting device for a
display according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIGS. 17A, 17B, 17C, and 17D are schematic cross-
sectional views illustrating a process of forming a buried via
according to exemplary embodiments.

FIG. 18 is a SEM image illustrating a via buried in a
contact hole.

FIG. 19 is a SEM image illustrating a buried via.

FIG. 20 is a schematic plan view of a light emitting device
according to another exemplary embodiment.

FIGS. 21A and 21B are schematic cross-sectional views
taken along lines C-C' and D-D' of FIG. 20, respectively.

FIGS. 22A, 22B, 22C, 23A, 23B, 23C, 24A, 24B, 24C,
25A, 25B, 25C, 26A, 26B, 26C, 27A, 27B, and 27C are
schematic plan views and cross-sectional views illustrating
a method of manufacturing a light emitting device for a
display according to another exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 28 is a schematic cross-sectional view of a light
emitting device mounted on a circuit board.

FIGS. 29A, 29B, and 29C are schematic cross-sectional
views illustrating a method of transferring a light emitting
device to a circuit board according to an exemplary embodi-
ment.
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FIG. 30 is a schematic cross-sectional view illustrating a
method of transferring a light emitting device to a circuit
board according to another exemplary embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following description, for the purposes of expla-
nation, numerous specific details are set forth in order to
provide a thorough understanding of various exemplary
embodiments or implementations of the invention. As used
herein “embodiments” and “implementations” are inter-
changeable words that are non-limiting examples of devices
or methods employing one or more of the inventive concepts
disclosed herein. It is apparent, however, that various exem-
plary embodiments may be practiced without these specific
details or with one or more equivalent arrangements. In
other instances, well-known structures and devices are
shown in block diagram form in order to avoid unnecessarily
obscuring various exemplary embodiments. Further, various
exemplary embodiments may be different, but do not have
to be exclusive. For example, specific shapes, configura-
tions, and characteristics of an exemplary embodiment may
be used or implemented in another exemplary embodiment
without departing from the inventive concepts.

Unless otherwise specified, the illustrated exemplary
embodiments are to be understood as providing exemplary
features of varying detail of some ways in which the
inventive concepts may be implemented in practice. There-
fore, unless otherwise specified, the features, components,
modules, layers, films, panels, regions, and/or aspects, etc.
(hereinafter individually or collectively referred to as “ele-
ments”), of the various embodiments may be otherwise
combined, separated, interchanged, and/or rearranged with-
out departing from the inventive concepts.

The use of cross-hatching and/or shading in the accom-
panying drawings is generally provided to clarify boundaries
between adjacent elements. As such, neither the presence
nor the absence of cross-hatching or shading conveys or
indicates any preference or requirement for particular mate-
rials, material properties, dimensions, proportions, common-
alities between illustrated elements, and/or any other char-
acteristic, attribute, property, etc., of the elements, unless
specified. Further, in the accompanying drawings, the size
and relative sizes of elements may be exaggerated for clarity
and/or descriptive purposes. When an exemplary embodi-
ment may be implemented differently, a specific process
order may be performed differently from the described order.
For example, two consecutively described processes may be
performed substantially at the same time or performed in an
order opposite to the described order. Also, like reference
numerals denote like elements.

When an element, such as a layer, is referred to as being
“on,” “connected to,” or “coupled to” another element or
layer, it may be directly on, connected to, or coupled to the
other element or layer or intervening elements or layers may
be present. When, however, an element or layer is referred
to as being “directly on,” “directly connected to,” or
“directly coupled to” another element or layer, there are no
intervening elements or layers present. To this end, the term
“connected” may refer to physical, electrical, and/or fluid
connection, with or without intervening elements. Further,
the D1-axis, the D2-axis, and the D3-axis are not limited to
three axes of a rectangular coordinate system, such as the x,
y, and z-axes, and may be interpreted in a broader sense. For
example, the D1-axis, the D2-axis, and the D3-axis may be
perpendicular to one another, or may represent different
directions that are not perpendicular to one another. For the
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purposes of this disclosure, “at least one of X, Y, and Z” and
“at least one selected from the group consisting of X, Y, and
7Z” may be construed as X only, Y only, Z only, or any
combination of two or more of X, Y, and Z, such as, for
instance, XYZ, XYY, YZ, and ZZ. As used herein, the term
“and/or” includes any and all combinations of one or more
of the associated listed items.

Although the terms “first,” “second,” etc. may be used
herein to describe various types of elements, these elements
should not be limited by these terms. These terms are used
to distinguish one element from another element. Thus, a
first element discussed below could be termed a second
element without departing from the teachings of the disclo-
sure.

Spatially relative terms, such as “beneath,” “below,”
“under,” “lower,” “above,” “upper,” “over,” “higher,” “side”
(e.g., as in “sidewall”), and the like, may be used herein for
descriptive purposes, and, thereby, to describe one elements
relationship to another element(s) as illustrated in the draw-
ings. Spatially relative terms are intended to encompass
different orientations of an apparatus in use, operation,
and/or manufacture in addition to the orientation depicted in
the drawings. For example, if the apparatus in the drawings
is turned over, elements described as “below” or “beneath”
other elements or features would then be oriented “above”
the other elements or features. Thus, the exemplary term
“below” can encompass both an orientation of above and
below. Furthermore, the apparatus may be otherwise ori-
ented (e.g., rotated 90 degrees or at other orientations), and,
as such, the spatially relative descriptors used herein inter-
preted accordingly.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments and is not intended to be limit-
ing. As used herein, the singular forms, “a,” “an,” and “the”
are intended to include the plural forms as well, unless the
context clearly indicates otherwise. Moreover, the terms
“comprises,” “comprising,” “includes,” and/or “including,”
when used in this specification, specify the presence of
stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, com-
ponents, and/or groups thereof, but do not preclude the
presence or addition of one or more other features, integers,
steps, operations, elements, components, and/or groups
thereof. It is also noted that, as used herein, the terms
“substantially,” “about,” and other similar terms, are used as
terms of approximation and not as terms of degree, and, as
such, are utilized to account for inherent deviations in
measured, calculated, and/or provided values that would be
recognized by one of ordinary skill in the art.

Various exemplary embodiments are described herein
with reference to sectional and/or exploded illustrations that
are schematic illustrations of idealized exemplary embodi-
ments and/or intermediate structures. As such, variations
from the shapes of the illustrations as a result, for example,
of manufacturing techniques and/or tolerances, are to be
expected. Thus, exemplary embodiments disclosed herein
should not necessarily be construed as limited to the par-
ticular illustrated shapes of regions, but are to include
deviations in shapes that result from, for instance, manufac-
turing. In this manner, regions illustrated in the drawings
may be schematic in nature and the shapes of these regions
may not reflect actual shapes of regions of a device and, as
such, are not necessarily intended to be limiting.

Unless otherwise defined, all terms (including technical
and scientific terms) used herein have the same meaning as
commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to
which this disclosure is a part. Terms, such as those defined
in commonly used dictionaries, should be interpreted as
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having a meaning that is consistent with their meaning in the
context of the relevant art and should not be interpreted in
an idealized or overly formal sense, unless expressly so
defined herein.

Hereinafter, exemplary embodiments of the inventive
concepts will be described in detail with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 shows schematic perspective views illustrating
display apparatuses according to exemplary embodiments.

A light emitting device according to an exemplary
embodiment may be used in a VR display apparatus, such as
a smart watch 1000z or a VR headset 10005, or an AR
display apparatus, such as augmented reality glasses 1000c,
without being limited thereto.

A display panel for implementing an image may be
mounted on a display apparatus. FIG. 2 is a schematic plan
view of a display panel according to an exemplary embodi-
ment.

Referring to FIG. 2, the display panel includes a circuit
board 101 and light emitting devices 100.

The circuit board 101 may include a circuit for passive
matrix driving or active matrix driving. In an exemplary
embodiment, the circuit board 101 may include intercon-
nection lines and resistors therein. In another exemplary
embodiment, the circuit board 101 may include intercon-
nection lines, transistors, and capacitors. The circuit board
101 may also have pads disposed on an upper surface thereof
to allow electrical connection to the circuit therein.

A plurality of light emitting devices 100 is arranged on the
circuit board 101. Each of the light emitting devices 100
may form one pixel. The light emitting device 100 includes
bump pads 73, and the bump pads 73 are electrically
connected to the circuit board 101. For example, the bump
pads 73 may be bonded to pads exposed on the circuit board
101.

An interval between the light emitting devices 100 may be
greater than at least a width of the light emitting device 100.

A configuration of the light emitting device 100 according
to an exemplary embodiment will be described with refer-
ence to FIGS. 3, 4A, and 4B. FIG. 3 is a schematic plan view
of the light emitting device 100 according to an exemplary
embodiment, and FIGS. 4A and 4B are schematic cross-
sectional views taken along lines A-A' and B-B' of FIG. 3,
respectively.

Hereinafter, although bump pads 73a, 735, 73¢, and 73d
are exemplarily illustrated and described as being disposed
at an upper side in the drawings, the inventive concepts are
not limited thereto. For example, in another exemplary
embodiment, the light emitting device 100 may be flip-
bonded on the circuit board 101 shown in FIG. 2. In this
case, the bump pads 73a, 735, 73¢, and 734 may be disposed
at a lower side. Furthermore, in some exemplary embodi-
ments, the bump pads 73a, 73b, 73¢, and 73d may be
omitted. In addition, in other exemplary embodiments, the
substrate 41 may be omitted.

Referring to FIGS. 3, 4A and 4B, the light emitting device
100 may include a first LED stack 23, a second LED stack
33, athird LED stack 43, and a first transparent electrode 25,
a second transparent electrode 35, a third transparent elec-
trode 45, a first n-electrode pad 27a, a second n-electrode
pad 37a, a third n-electrode pad 47a, a lower p-electrode pad
47b, first, second, and third lower connectors 39a, 395, and
39¢, lower buried vias 55a and 555, upper buried vias 65a,
65b, 65¢, and 654, a first sidewall insulation layer 53, first,
second, third, and fourth upper connectors 67a, 675, 67c,
and 674, a first bonding layer 49, a second bonding layer 59,
a lower insulation layer 48, an intermediate insulation layer
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58, an upper insulation layer 71, a lower planarization layer
51, an upper planarization layer 61, and bump pads 73a, 735,
73c¢, and 73d. Furthermore, the light emitting device 100
may include through holes 23741, 2342, 2343, and 23/4
passing through the first LED stack 23, and through holes
3341 and 33/2 passing through the second LED stack 33.

As shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B, the first, second, and third
LED stacks 23, 33, and 43 according to an exemplary
embodiment are stacked in the vertical direction. The first,
second, and third LED stacks 23, 33, and 43 may be grown
on different growth substrates from each other. According to
the illustrated exemplary embodiment, each of the growth
substrates may be removed from the final light emitting
device 100. As such, the light emitting device 100 does not
include the growth substrates of the first, second, and third
LED stacks 23, 33, and 43. However, the inventive concepts
are not limited thereto, and in some exemplary embodi-
ments, at least one of the growth substrates may be included
in the light emitting device 100.

Hereinafter, the second LED stack is described as being
disposed under the first LED stack, and the third LED stack
is described as being disposed under the second LED stack,
however, in some exemplary embodiments, the light emit-
ting device may be flip-bonded. In this case, upper and lower
positions of these first, second, and third LED stacks may be
reversed.

Each of the first LED stack 23, the second LED stack 33,
and the third LED stack 43 includes a first conductivity type
semiconductor layer 23a, 33a, or 434, a second conductivity
type semiconductor layer 235, 33b, or 43b, and an active
layer interposed therebetween. In particular, the active layer
may have a multiple quantum well structure.

The second LED stack 33 is disposed under the first LED
stack 23, and the third LED stack 43 is disposed under the
second LED stack 33. Light generated in the first, second,
and third LED stacks 23, 33, and 43 may be emitted to the
outside through the third LED stack 43.

In an exemplary embodiment, the first LED stack 23 may
emit light having a longer wavelength than those emitted
from the second and third LED stacks 33 and 43, and the
second LED stack 33 may emit light having a longer
wavelength than that emitted from the third LED stack 43.
For example, the first LED stack 23 may be an inorganic
light emitting diode emitting red light, the second LED stack
33 may be an inorganic light emitting diode emitting green
light, and the third LED stack 43 may be an inorganic light
emitting diode emitting blue light.

In another exemplary embodiment, to adjust a color
mixing ratio of light emitted from the first, second, and third
LED stacks 23, 33, and 43, the second LED stack 33 may
emit light having a shorter wavelength than that emitted
from the third LED stack 43. As such, luminous intensity of
light emitted from the second LED stack 33 may be reduced
and luminous intensity of light emitted from the third LED
stack 43 may be increased. In this manner, it is possible to
dramatically change a luminous intensity ratio of light
emitted from the first, second, and third LED stacks 23, 33,
and 43. For example, the first LED stack 23 may be
configured to emit red light, the second LED stack 33 may
be configured to emit blue light, and the third LED stack 43
may be configured to emit green light.

Hereinafter, although the second LED stack 33 is exem-
plarily described as emitting light having a shorter wave-
length than that emitted from the third LED stack 43, such
as blue light, the inventive concepts are not limited thereto.
In some exemplary embodiments, the second LED stack 33
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may emit light of a longer wavelength than that emitted from
of the third LED stack 43, such as green light.

The first LED stack 23 may include an AlGalnP-based
well layer, the second LED stack 33 may include an
AlGalnN-based well layer, and the third LED stack 43 may
include an AlGalnP or AlGalnN-based well layer.

Since the first LED stack 23 emits light having a longer
wavelength than that emitted from the second and third LED
stacks 33 and 43, light generated in the first LED stack 23
may be emitted to the outside through the second and third
LED stacks 33 and 43. In addition, since the second LED
stack 33 emits light having a shorter wavelength than that
emitted from the third LED stack 43, a portion of light
generated in the second LED stack 33 may be absorbed by
the third LED stack 43 and lost, and thus, luminous intensity
of light generated in the second LED stack 33 may be
reduced. Meanwhile, since light generated in the third LED
stack 43 is emitted to the outside without passing through the
first and second LED stacks 23 and 33, luminous intensity
thereof may be increased.

The first conductivity type semiconductor layer 23a, 33a,
or 43a of each of the LED stacks 23, 33, and 43 may be an
n-type semiconductor layer, and the second conductivity
type semiconductor layer 2356, 335 or 435 thereof may be a
p-type semiconductor layer. According to the illustrated
exemplary embodiment, an upper surface of the first LED
stack 23 is an n-type semiconductor layer 235, an upper
surface of the second LED stack 33 is a p-type semicon-
ductor layer 335, and an upper surface of the third LED stack
43 is a p-type semiconductor layer 43b. As such, a stack
sequence in the first LED stack 23 is reversed from those in
the second LED stack 33 and the third LED stack 43. The
semiconductor layers of the second LED stack 33 are
stacked in the same order as the semiconductor layers of the
third LED stack 43, and thus, process stability may be
ensured. This will be described in detail later with reference
to a manufacturing method.

The second LED stack 33 includes a mesa etching region,
in which the second conductivity type semiconductor layer
3356 is removed to expose an upper surface of the first
conductivity type semiconductor layer 33a. As shown in
FIGS. 3 and 4B, the second n-electrode pad 374 may be
disposed on the first conductivity type semiconductor layer
33a exposed in the mesa etching region. The third LED stack
43 may also include a mesa etching region, in which the
second conductivity type semiconductor layer 4356 is
removed to expose an upper surface of the first conductivity
type semiconductor layer 43a, and a third n-electrode pad 47
may be disposed on the exposed first conductivity type
semiconductor layer 43a. However, the first LED stack 23
may not include a mesa etching region.

The third LED stack 43 may have a flat lower surface, but
the inventive concepts are not limited thereto. For example,
the third LED stack 43 may include irregularities on a
surface of the first conductivity type semiconductor layer
43a, and light extraction efficiency may be improved by the
irregularities. The surface irregularities of the first conduc-
tivity type semiconductor layer 43¢ may be formed when
separating a patterned sapphire substrate, but may also be
formed by texturing after the growth substrate is removed
therefrom. In some exemplary embodiments, the second
LED stack 33 may also have the first conductivity type
semiconductor layer 33a having a textured surface.

In the illustrated exemplary embodiment, the first LED
stack 23, the second LED stack 33, and the third LED stack
43 may be overlapped with one another, and may have a
light emitting area of substantially similar size. However, the
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light emitting areas of the first, second, and third LED stacks
23, 33, and 43 may be adjusted by the mesa etching region,
the through holes 2371, 2342, 23/43, and 23/4, and the
through holes 33%1 and 33/2. For example, the light emit-
ting areas of the first and third LED stacks 23 and 43 may
be larger than that of the second LED stack 33, and thus,
luminous intensity of light generated in the first LED stack
23 or the third LED stack 43 may be further increased
compared to that of light generated in the second LED stack
33.

The first transparent electrode 25 may be disposed
between the first LED stack 23 and the second LED stack 33.
The first transparent electrode 25 is in ohmic contact with
the second conductivity type semiconductor layer 235 of the
first LED stack 23 and transmits light generated in the first
LED stack 23. The first transparent electrode 25 may be
formed using a metal layer or a transparent oxide layer, such
as indium tin oxide (ITO). The first transparent electrode 25
may cover an entire surface of the second conductivity type
semiconductor layer 235 of the first LED stack 23, and a side
surface thereof may be substantially flush with a side surface
of the first LED stack 23. In particular, a side surface of the
first transparent electrode 25 may not be covered with the
second bonding layer 59. Furthermore, the through holes
2341, 2342, and 2343 may pass through the first transparent
electrode 25, and thus, the first transparent electrode 25 may
be exposed to sidewalls of the through holes 23/1, 2342, and
2343. Meanwhile, the through hole 23%24 may expose an
upper surface of the first transparent electrode 25. However,
the inventive concepts are not limited thereto, and in some
exemplary embodiments, the first transparent electrode 25
may be partially removed along an edge of the first LED
stack 23, so that the side surface of the first transparent
electrode 25 may be covered with the second bonding layer
59. In addition, since the first transparent electrode 25 may
be removed by patterning in advance in a region where the
through holes 23/1, 2342, and 23/3 are formed, the first
transparent electrode 25 may be prevented from being
exposed to sidewalls of the through holes 23/1, 23/2, and
2343.

The second transparent electrode 35 is in ohmic contact
with the second conductivity type semiconductor layer 335
of the second LED stack 33. The second transparent elec-
trode 35 contacts the upper surface of the second LED stack
33 between the first LED stack 23 and the second LED stack
33. The second transparent electrode 35 may be formed of
a metal layer or a conductive oxide layer that is transparent
to red light. The conductive oxide layer may include SnO,,
InO,, ITO, ZnO, IZO, or the like. In particular, the second
transparent electrode 35 may be formed of ZnO, which may
be formed as a single crystal on the second LED stack 33 and
has favorable electrical and optical characteristics as com-
pared with the metal layer or other conductive oxide layers.
Moreover, since ZnO has a strong adhesion to the second
LED stack 33, the light emitting device may have improved
reliability.

The second transparent electrode 35 may be partially
removed along an edge of the second LED stack 33, and
accordingly, an outer side surface of the second transparent
electrode 35 may not be exposed to the outside, but covered
with the intermediate insulation layer 58. More particularly,
the side surface of the second transparent electrode 35 may
be recessed inwardly than that of the second LED stack 33,
and a region where the second transparent electrode 35 is
recessed may be filled with the intermediate insulation layer
58 and/or the second bonding layer 59. Meanwhile, the
second transparent electrode 35 may also be recessed near
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the mesa etching region of the second LED stack 33, and the
recessed region may be filled with the intermediate insula-
tion layer 58 or the second bonding layer 59.

The third transparent electrode 45 is in ohmic contact with
the second conductivity type semiconductor layer 435 of the
third LED stack 43. The third transparent electrode 45 may
be disposed between the second LED stack 33 and the third
LED stack 43, and contacts the upper surface of the third
LED stack 43. The third transparent electrode 45 may be
formed of a metal layer or a conductive oxide layer that is
transparent to red light and green light, for example. The
conductive oxide layer may include SnO,, InO,, ITO, ZnO,
170, or the like. In particular, the third transparent electrode
45 may be formed of ZnO, which may be formed as a single
crystal on the third LED stack 43 and has favorable electrical
and optical characteristics as compared with the metal layer
or other conductive oxide layers. In addition, since ZnO has
a strong adhesion to the third LED stack 43, the light
emitting device may have improved reliability.

The third transparent electrode 45 may be partially
removed along an edge of the third LED stack 43, and
accordingly, an outer side surface of the third transparent
electrode 45 may not be exposed to the outside, but covered
with the lower insulation layer 48 or the first bonding layer
49. More particularly, the side surface of the third transpar-
ent electrode 45 may be recessed inwardly than that of the
third LED stack 43, and a region where the third transparent
electrode 45 is recessed may be filled with the lower
insulation layer 48 and/or the first bonding layer 49. Mean-
while, the third transparent electrode 45 may also be
recessed near the mesa etching region of the third LED stack
43, and the recessed region may be filled with the lower
insulation layer 48 or the first bonding layer 49.

The second transparent electrode 35 and the third trans-
parent electrode 45 are recessed as described above, and
thus, the side surfaces of the second transparent electrode 35
and the third transparent electrode 45 may be prevented
from being exposed to an etching gas, thereby improving the
production yield of the light emitting device 100.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the second
transparent electrode 35 and the third transparent electrode
45 may be include the same conductive oxide layer, for
example, ZnO, and the first transparent electrode 25 may be
formed of a different conductive oxide layer from the second
and third transparent electrodes 35 and 45, such as ITO.
However, the inventive concepts are not limited thereto, and
in some exemplary embodiments, each of the first, second,
and third transparent electrodes 25, 35, and 45 may include
the same material, or at least one of the first, second, and
third transparent electrodes 25, 35, and 45 may include a
different material.

The first n-electrode pad 274 is in ohmic contact with the
first conductivity type semiconductor layer 23a of the first
LED stack 23. The first n-electrode pad 274 may include, for
example, AuGe or AuTe.

The second n-electrode pad 37a is in ohmic contact with
the first conductivity type semiconductor layer 33a of the
second LED stack 33. The second n-electrode pad 37a may
be disposed on the first conductivity type semiconductor
layer 33a exposed by mesa etching. The second n-electrode
pad 37a may be formed of, for example, Cr/Au/Ti.

The third n-electrode pad 47a is in ohmic contact with the
first conductivity type semiconductor layer 43a of the third
LED stack 43. The third n-electrode pad 47a may be
disposed on the first conductivity type semiconductor layer
43a exposed through the second conductivity type semicon-
ductor layer 434, that is, in the mesa etching region. The
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third n-electrode pad 474 may be formed of, for example,
Cr/Aw/Ti. An upper surface of the third n-electrode pad 474
may be placed higher than that of the second conductivity
type semiconductor layer 4356, and further, higher than that
of the third transparent electrode 45. For example, a thick-
ness of the third n-electrode pad 47a may be about 2 pm or
more. The third n-electrode pad 474 may have a shape of a
truncated cone, but is not limited thereto. The third n-elec-
trode pad 47a in other exemplary embodiments may have
various shapes, such as a square pyramid, a cylindrical
shape, or a cylindrical shape.

The lower p-electrode pad 476 may include substantially
the same material as the third n-electrode pad 47a. An upper
surface of the lower p-electrode pad 476 may be located at
substantially the same elevation as the third n-electrode pad
47a, and, accordingly, a thickness of the lower p-electrode
pad 476 may be less than that of the third n-electrode pad
47a. More particularly, the thickness of the lower p-elec-
trode pad 475 may be approximately equal to a thickness of
a portion of the third n-electrode pad 47a protruding above
the third transparent electrode 45. For example, the thick-
ness of the lower p-electrode pad 475 may be about 1.2 pm
or less. Since the upper surface of the lower p-electrode pad
47b is located at substantially the same elevation as that of
the third n-electrode pad 474, the lower p-electrode pad 475
and the third n-electrode pad 47a may be simultaneously
exposed when the through holes 33/1 and 33/2 are formed.
When the elevations of the third n-electrode pad 474 and the
lower p-electrode pad 47h are different, any one of the
electrode pads may be damaged in the etching process. As
such, the elevations of the third n-electrode pad 47a and the
lower p-electrode pad 475 are set to be approximately equal,
s0 as to prevent any one of the electrode pads from being
damaged during the etching process or the like.

The lower insulation layer 48 covers the upper surface of
the third LED stack 43. The lower insulation layer 48 may
also cover the third transparent electrode 45, and may cover
the third n-electrode pad 474 and the lower p-electrode pad
47h. The lower insulation layer 48 may have openings
exposing the third n-electrode pad 47a and the lower p-elec-
trode pad 47b. The lower insulation layer 48 may protect the
third LED stack 43 and the third transparent electrode 45.
Further, the lower insulation layer 48 may include a material
capable of improving adhesion to the first bonding layer 49,
such as SiO,. In some exemplary embodiments, the lower
insulation layer 48 may be omitted.

The first bonding layer 49 couples the second LED stack
33 to the third LED stack 43. The first bonding layer 49 may
be disposed between the first conductivity type semiconduc-
tor layer 33a and the third transparent electrode 45. The first
bonding layer 49 may contact the lower insulation layer 48,
and may partially contact the third n-electrode pad 47a and
the lower p-electrode pad 4756. When the lower insulation
layer 48 is omitted, the first bonding layer 49 may partially
contact the third transparent electrode 45 and the first
conductivity type semiconductor layer 43a exposed in the
mesa etching region.

The first bonding layer 49 may be formed of a transparent
organic material layer, or may be formed of a transparent
inorganic material layer. For example, the organic material
layer may include SU8, poly methylmethacrylate (PMMA),
polyimide, parylene, benzocyclobutene (BCB), or the like,
and the inorganic material layer may include Al,O;, SiO,,
SiN,, or the like. In addition, the first bonding layer 49 may
be formed of spin-on-glass (SOG).

The first planarization layer 51 may be disposed on the
second LED stack 33. In particular, the first planarization
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layer 51 is disposed on an upper region of the second
conductivity type semiconductor layer 335 and spaced apart
from the mesa etching region. The first planarization layer
51 may be divided into a plurality of islands by patterning.
In the illustrated exemplary embodiment, the first planar-
ization layer 51 is divided into three regions.

The through holes 33/1 and 33/42 may pass through the
first planarization layer 51, the second LED stack 33, and the
first bonding layer 49, and expose the third n-electrode pad
47a and the lower p-electrode pad 475.

The first sidewall insulation layer 53 covers sidewalls of
the through holes 33/1 and 33/%2 and has openings exposing
bottoms of the through holes 33%41 and 33/2. The first
sidewall insulation layer 53 may be formed using, for
example, a chemical vapor deposition technique or an
atomic layer deposition technique, and may be formed of,
for example, Al,O;, SiO,, Si;N,, or the like.

The lower buried vias 55a¢ and 5556 may fill the through
holes 3341 and 3342, respectively. The lower buried vias
55a and 556 are insulated from the second LED stack 33 by
the first sidewall insulation layer 53. The lower buried via
55a may be electrically connected to the third n-electrode
pad 47a, and the lower buried via 555 may be electrically
connected to the lower p-electrode pad 475.

The lower buried vias 554 and 556 may be formed using
a chemical mechanical polishing technique. For example,
after forming a seed layer and filling the through holes 3341
and 33/42 with a conductive material such as Cu using a
plating technique, the lower buried vias 55a and 556 may be
formed by removing metal layers on the first planarization
layer 51 using the chemical mechanical polishing technique.
As shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B, the lower buried vias 55a and
55b may have a relatively wider width at inlets of the
through holes 3341 and 33/2, and thus, the electrical con-
nection may be strengthened.

The lower buried vias 55¢ and 556 may be formed
together through the same process. As such, upper surfaces
of the lower buried vias 55a¢ and 556 may be substantially
flush with the first planarization layer 51. However, the
inventive concepts are not limited thereto, and the lower
buried vias may be formed through different processes from
one another. A detailed process of forming the lower buried
vias will be described in more detail later.

The intermediate insulation layer 58 is formed on the
second LED stack 33 and covers the second transparent
electrode 35, the first planarization layer 51, and the second
n-electrode pad 37a. The intermediate insulation layer 58
may also cover the mesa etching region of the second LED
stack 33. The intermediate insulation layer 58 may have
openings exposing the lower buried vias 55a and 555 and the
second n-electrode pad 37a. The intermediate insulation
layer 58 may be formed of, for example, SiO,. The inter-
mediate insulation layer 58 may protect the second LED
stack 33 and the second transparent electrode 35, and
further, may improve adhesion of the second bonding layer
59.

The lower connectors 39a, 395, and 39c¢ are disposed on
each region of the first planarization layer 51. The first lower
connector 394 may be electrically connected to the lower
buried via 554, and may also extend in the lateral direction
to be electrically connected to the second n-electrode pad
37a. As such, the first conductivity type semiconductor layer
43a of the third LED stack 43 and the first conductivity type
semiconductor layer 334 of the second LED stack 33 may be
commonly electrically connected. The first lower connector
39a may cover the lower buried via 55a.
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The second lower connector 395 is electrically connected
to the lower buried via 55b. The second lower connector 395
may cover the lower buried via 555.

The third lower connector 39c¢ is electrically connected to
the second transparent electrode 35. The third lower con-
nector 39¢ may be formed to surround the first planarization
layer 51 as shown in FIG. 4A, and may be connected to the
second transparent electrode 35 along a periphery of the first
planarization layer 51. Since the third lower connector 39¢
is disposed on the first planarization layer 51, an elevation
of an upper end of the third lower connector 39¢ may be set
to be approximately equal to that of the first lower connector
394 or the second lower connector 395.

The second bonding layer 59 couples the first LED stack
23 to the second LED stack 33. The second bonding layer 59
may be disposed between the first transparent electrode 25
and the intermediate insulation layer 58. The second bond-
ing layer 59 may also cover the first, second, and third lower
connectors 39a, 395, and 39¢. The second bonding layer 59
may include substantially the same material that forms the
first bonding layer 49 described above, and thus, repeated
descriptions thereof will be omitted to avoid redundancy.

The second planarization layer 61 covers the first LED
stack 23. Unlike the first planarization layer 51, the second
planarization layer 61 may be formed continuously. The
second planarization layer 61 may be formed of an alumi-
num oxide film, a silicon oxide film, or a silicon nitride film.
The second planarization layer 61 may have an opening
exposing the first n-electrode pad 27a.

The through holes 23%1, 2342, 2343, and 2344 pass
through the second planarization layer 61 and the first LED
stack 23. Further, the through holes 23/1, 23/2, and 23/3
may pass through the first transparent electrode 25 and the
second bonding layer 59 to expose the lower connectors 394,
39b, and 39¢, and the through hole 23%4 may expose the first
transparent electrode 25. For example, the through hole
23/1 provides a passage for electrical connection to the
lower buried via 55a, the through hole 23/42 provides a
passage for electrical connection to the lower buried via 555,
and the through hole 23/3 provides a passage for electrical
connection to the second transparent electrode 35.

The through hole 23/4 provides a passage for electrical
connection to the first transparent electrode 25. The through
hole 2324 may not pass through the first transparent elec-
trode 25. However, the inventive concepts are not limited
thereto, and in some exemplary embodiments, the through
hole 23/4 may pass through the first transparent electrode 25
as long as the through hole 23%4 provides the passage for
electrical connection to the first transparent electrode 25.

The second sidewall insulation layer 63 covers the side-
walls of the through holes 23/41, 2342, 2343, and 2344, and
has openings exposing the bottoms of the through holes
23411, 2352, 2343, and 2344. In the illustrated exemplary
embodiment, the second sidewall insulation layer 63 is not
formed on a sidewall of an opening 6la of the second
planarization layer 61, but the inventive concepts are not
limited thereto. In some exemplary embodiments, the sec-
ond sidewall insulation layer 63 may also be formed on the
sidewall of the opening 614 of the second planarization layer
61. The second sidewall insulation layer 63 may be formed
using, for example, a chemical vapor deposition technique
or an atomic layer deposition technique, and may be formed
of, for example, Al,O;, SiO,, SizN,, or the like.

The upper buried vias 65a, 655, 65¢, and 654 may fill the
through holes 23/1, 2342, 2343, and 2344, respectively. The
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upper buried vias 65a, 655, 65¢, and 65d are electrically
insulated from the first LED stack 23 by the second sidewall
insulation layer 63.

The upper buried via 654 may be electrically connected to
the lower buried via 55a through the first lower connector
39a, the upper buried via 6556 may be electrically connected
to the lower buried via 556 through the second lower
connector 395, and the upper buried via 65¢ may be elec-
trically connected to the second transparent electrode 35
through the third lower connector 39c. Also, the upper
buried via 654 may be electrically connected to the first
transparent electrode 25.

The upper buried vias 65a, 65b, 65¢, and 654 may be
formed using a chemical mechanical polishing technique.
For example, after forming a seed layer and filling the
through holes 23/1, 2342, 2343, and 23/4 using a plating
technique, the upper buried vias 65a, 655, 65¢, and 654 may
be formed by removing metal layers on the second planar-
ization layer 61 using the chemical mechanical polishing
technique. Furthermore, a metal barrier layer may be formed
before forming the seed layer.

The upper buried vias 65a, 65b, 65¢, and 654 may be
substantially flush with the second planarization layer 61
that may be formed together through the same process.
However, the inventive concepts are not limited thereto, and
the upper buried vias 65a, 655, 65¢, and 654 may be formed
through different processes from each other.

The first upper connector 674, the second upper connector
67b, the third upper connector 67¢, and the fourth upper
connector 674 are disposed on the second planarization layer
61. The first upper connector 67a may be electrically con-
nected to the upper buried via 65a, the second upper
connector 676 may be electrically connected to the upper
buried via 655, the third upper connector 67¢ may be
electrically connected to the upper buried via 65¢, and the
fourth upper connector 674 may be electrically connected to
the upper buried via 65d. As shown, the first, second, third,
and fourth upper connectors 67a, 675, 67¢, and 674 may
cover the upper buried vias 65a, 655, 65¢, and 65d, respec-
tively. The first upper connector 67a may be electrically
connected to the first n-electrode pad 27a through the
opening 61a of the second planarization layer 61. As such,
the first conductivity type semiconductor layers 23a, 33a,
43a of the first, second, and third LED stacks 23, 33, and 43
are commonly electrically connected to one another.

The first upper connector 674, the second upper connector
67b, the third upper connector 67¢, and the fourth upper
connector 67d may be formed of substantially the same
material, for example, AuGe/Ni/Au/Ti, in the same process.

The upper insulation layer 71 may cover the first LED
stack 23 and the second planarization layer 61, and may
cover the first, second, third, and fourth upper connectors
67a, 67b, 67¢, and 67d. The upper insulation layer 71 may
also cover the side surface of the first transparent electrode
25. The upper insulation layer 71 may have openings 71a
exposing the first upper connector 67a, the second upper
connector 67, the third upper connector 67¢, and the fourth
upper connector 67d. The openings 71a of the upper insu-
lation layer 71 may be generally disposed on flat surfaces of
the first upper connector 674, the second upper connector
67b, the third upper connector 67¢, and the fourth upper
connector 674. The upper insulation layer 71 may be formed
of a silicon oxide film or a silicon nitride film, and may be
formed to be thinner than the second planarization layer 61
to be about 400 nm thick, without being limited thereto.

Each of the bump pads 73a, 73b, 73¢, and 73d may be
disposed on the first upper connector 67a, the second upper
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connector 67b, and the third upper connector 67¢, and the
fourth upper connector 674, and is electrically connected
thereto through the openings 71a of the upper insulation
layer 71.

The first bump pad 73a is electrically connected to the
upper buried vias 65a¢ and the first n-electrode pad 27«
through the first upper connector 674, and accordingly, is
commonly electrically connected to the first conductivity
type semiconductor layers 23a, 33a, 43a of the LED stacks
23, 33, and 43.

The second bump pad 735 may be electrically connected
to the second conductivity type semiconductor layer 4356 of
the third LED stack 43 through the second upper connector
67b, the upper buried via 655, the second lower connector
395, the lower buried via 555, the lower p-electrode pad 475,
and the transparent electrode 45.

The third bump pad 73¢ may be electrically connected to
the second conductivity type semiconductor layer 335 of the
second LED stack 33 through the third upper connector 67¢,
the upper buried via 65¢, the third lower connector 39¢, and
the second transparent electrode 35.

The fourth bump pad 734 may be electrically connected
to the second conductivity type semiconductor layer 235 of
the first LED stack 23 through the fourth upper connector
674 and the first transparent electrode 25.

As such, each of the second to fourth bump pads 735, 73c,
and 73d may be electrically connected to the second con-
ductivity type semiconductor layers 236, 335, and 435 of the
first, second, and third LED stacks 23, 33, and 43, and the
first bump pad 73a may be commonly electrically connected
to the first conductivity type semiconductor layers 23a, 33a,
and 43a of the first, second, and third LED stacks 23, 33, and
43.

The bump pads 73a, 735, 73¢, and 734 may cover the
openings 71a of the upper insulation layer 71, and portions
of the bump pads 73a, 735, 73¢, and 734 may be disposed
on the upper insulation layer 71. Alternatively, the bump
pads 73a, 735, 73¢, and 73d may be disposed in the openings
71a, and thus, upper surfaces of the bump pads may be flat.

The bump pads 73a, 735, 73¢, and 73d may be formed of
Au/In. For example, Au may be formed to have a thickness
of'about 3 um, and In may be formed to have a thickness of
about 1 pm. According to an exemplary embodiment, the
light emitting device 100 may be bonded to the pads on the
circuit board 101 using In. However, the inventive concepts
are not limited thereto, and in some exemplary embodi-
ments, the light emitting device 100 may be bonded to the
pads using Pb or AuSn of the bump pads.

According to the illustrated exemplary embodiment, the
first LED stack 23 is electrically connected to the bump pads
73a and 73d, the second LED stack 33 is electrically
connected to the bump pads 73a and 73¢, and the third LED
stack 43 is electrically connected to the bump pads 73a¢ and
73b. Accordingly, cathodes of the first LED stack 23, the
second LED stack 33, and the third LED stack 43 are
commonly electrically connected to the first bump pad 73a,
and anodes thereof are electrically connected to the second
to fourth bump pads 735, 73¢, and 734, respectively. Accord-
ingly, the first, second, and third LED stacks 23, 33, and 43
may be driven independently.

As described above, the light emitting device 100 accord-
ing to the illustrated exemplary embodiment includes the
bump pads 73a, 73b, 73¢, and 73d, but the inventive
concepts are not limited thereto. In some exemplary embodi-
ments, the bump pads may be omitted. In particular, when
the light emitting device is bonded to the circuit board using
an anisotropic conductive film or anisotropic conductive



US 12,046,587 B2

17
paste, the bump pads may be omitted, and upper connectors
67a, 67b, 67¢, and 67d may be directly bonded to the circuit
board. As such, a bonding area may be increased.

Hereinafter, a method of manufacturing the light emitting
device 100 will be described in detail. A structure of the light
emitting device 100 will also be described in more detail
through the manufacturing method described below. FIGS.
5A, 5B, and 5C are schematic cross-sectional views of the
first, second, and third LED stacks 23, 33, and 43 grown on
growth substrates, respectively, according to an exemplary
embodiment.

First, referring to FIG. 5A, a first LED stack 23 including
a first conductivity type semiconductor layer 23a¢ and a
second conductivity type semiconductor layer 235 is grown
on a first substrate 21. An active layer may be interposed
between the first conductivity type semiconductor layer 23a
and the second conductivity type semiconductor layer 235.

The first substrate 21 may be a substrate capable of
growing the first LED stack 23 thereon, such as a GaAs
substrate. The first conductivity type semiconductor layer
23a and the second conductivity type semiconductor layer
23b may be formed of an AlGalnAs-based or AlGalnP-
based semiconductor layer, and the active layer may include,
for example, an AlGalnP-based well layer. A composition
ratio of AlGalnP may be determined so that the first LED
stack 23 emits red light, for example.

A first transparent electrode 25 may be formed on the
second conductivity type semiconductor layer 23b. As
described above, the first transparent electrode 25 may be
formed of a metal layer or a conductive oxide layer that
transmits light generated by the first LED stack 23, for
example, red light. The first transparent electrode 25 may be
formed of, for example, indium-tin oxide (ITO).

Referring to FIG. 5B, a second LED stack 33 including a
first conductivity type semiconductor layer 33a and a second
conductivity type semiconductor layer 335 is grown on a
second substrate 31. An active layer may be interposed
between the first conductivity type semiconductor layer 33a
and the second conductivity type semiconductor layer 335.

The second substrate 31 may be a substrate capable of
growing the second LED stack 33 thereon, such as a
sapphire substrate, a SiC substrate, or a GaN substrate. In an
exemplary embodiment, the second substrate 31 may be a
flat sapphire substrate, but may be a patterned sapphire
substrate in other exemplar embodiments. The first conduc-
tivity type semiconductor layer 33a and the second conduc-
tivity type semiconductor layer 335 may be formed of an
AlGalnN-based semiconductor layer, and the active layer
may include, for example, an AlGalnN-based well layer. A
composition ratio of AlGalnN may be determined so that the
second LED stack 33 emits blue light, for example.

A second transparent electrode 35 may be formed on the
second conductivity type semiconductor layer 33b. As
described above, the second transparent electrode 35 may be
formed of a metal layer or a conductive oxide layer that
transmits light generated by the first LED stack 23, for
example, red light. In particular, the second transparent
electrode 35 may be formed of ZnO.

Referring to FIG. 5C, a third LED stack 43 including a
first conductivity type semiconductor layer 43a and a second
conductivity type semiconductor layer 435 is grown on a
third substrate 41. An active layer may be interposed
between the first conductivity type semiconductor layer 43a
and the second conductivity type semiconductor layer 435.

The third substrate 41 may be a substrate capable of
growing the third LED stack 43 thereon, such as a sapphire
substrate, a GaN substrate, or a GaAs substrate. The first
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conductivity type semiconductor layer 43a and the second
conductivity type semiconductor layer 435 may be formed
of an AlGalnAs-based or AlGalnP-based semiconductor
layer, or an AlGalnN-based semiconductor layer, and the
active layer may include, for example, an AlGalnP-based
well layer or AlGalnN-based well layer. A composition ratio
of AlGalnP or AlGalnN may be determined so that the third
LED stack 43 emits green light, for example.

A third transparent electrode 45 may be formed on the
second conductivity type semiconductor layer 43b. As
described above, the third transparent electrode 45 may be
formed of a metal layer or a conductive oxide layer that
transmits light generated in the first and second LED stacks
23 and 33, for example, red light and blue light. In particular,
the third transparent electrode 45 may be formed of ZnO.

The first, second, and third LED stacks 23, 33, and 43 are
grown on the different growth substrates 21, 31, and 41,
respectively. As such, the order of manufacturing the first,
second, and third LED stacks 23, 33, and 43 is not particu-
larly limited.

Hereinafter, a method of manufacturing the light emitting
device 100 using first, second, and third LED stacks 23, 33,
and 43 grown on growth substrates 21, 31, and 41 will be
described. Hereinafter, although a region of a single light
emitting device 100 will be mainly illustrated and described,
a plurality of light emitting devices 100 may be manufac-
tured in a batch in the same manufacturing process using the
LED stacks 23, 33, and 43 grown on the growth substrates
21, 31, and 41.

FIGS. 6A, 6B, 6C, 7A, 7B, 7C, 8A, 8B, 8C, 9A, 9B, 9C,
10A, 10B, 10C, 11A, 11B, 11C, 12A, 12B, 12C, 13A, 13B,
13C, 14A, 14B,14C, 15A,15B, 15C, 16 A, 16B, and 16C are
schematic plan views and cross-sectional views illustrating
a method of manufacturing a light emitting device for a
display according to an exemplary embodiment. Lines A-A'
and B-B' along which the above cross-sectional views are
taken correspond to lines A-A' and B-B' of FIG. 3.

Referring to FIGS. 6A, 6B, and 6C, the third transparent
electrode 45 and the second conductivity type semiconduc-
tor layer 435 of the third LED stack 43 are patterned to
expose the first conductivity type semiconductor layer 43a
using photo and etching techniques. This process corre-
sponds to, for example, a mesa etching process. A photore-
sist pattern may be used as an etching mask. For example,
after the etching mask is formed, the third transparent
electrode 45 may be etched first by a wet etching technique,
and then the second conductivity type semiconductor layer
43b may be etched by a dry etching technique using the
same etching mask. In this manner, the third transparent
electrode 45 may be recessed from a mesa etching region.
FIG. 6 A exemplarily shows an edge of the mesa and does not
show an edge of the third transparent clectrode 45 to
simplify illustration. However, since the third transparent
electrode 45 is wet etched using the same etching mask, the
edge of the third transparent electrode 45 may also be
recessed from the edge of the mesa toward an inner side of
the mesa. Since the same etching mask is used, the number
of photo processes may not be increased, thereby reducing
the process costs. However, the inventive concepts are not
limited thereto, and the etching mask for etching the mesa
etching process may be different from the etching mask for
etching the third transparent electrode 45.

Subsequently, a third n-electrode pad 47a and a lower
p-electrode pad 475 are formed on the first conductivity type
semiconductor layer 43a and the third transparent electrode
45, respectively. The third n-electrode pad 47a and the lower
p-electrode pad 4756 may be formed to have different thick-
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nesses. In particular, an upper surface of the third n-elec-
trode pad 47a and that of the lower p-electrode pad 475 may
be located at substantially the same elevation.

An isolation region for defining a light emitting device
region may be formed. For example, the first conductivity
type semiconductor layer 43a may be removed along the
isolation region and an upper surface of the substrate 41 may
be exposed.

Further, a lower insulation layer 48 may be formed on the
third LED stack 43. The lower insulation layer 48 may cover
the exposed upper surface of the substrate 41 and may cover
upper and side surfaces of the third transparent electrode 45
and the third LED stack 43. Further, openings exposing the
third n-electrode pad 47a and the lower p-electrode pad 476
may be formed in the lower insulation layer 48.

Referring to FIGS. 7A, 7B, and 7C, the second LED stack
33 shown in FIG. 5B is bonded onto the third LED stack 43
described with reference to FIGS. 6A, 6B, and 6C. The
second LED stack 33 is bonded to a temporary substrate
using a temporary bonding/debonding (TBDB) technique,
and the second substrate 31 is removed from the second
LED stack 33. The second substrate 31 may be removed
using, for example, a laser lift off technique. After the
second substrate 31 is removed, a roughened surface may be
formed on a surface of the first conductivity type semicon-
ductor layer 33a. Thereafter, the first conductivity type
semiconductor layer 334 of the second LED stack 33 bonded
to the temporary substrate may be disposed to face the third
LED stack 43 and bonded to the third LED stack 43. The
second LED stack 33 and the third LED stack 43 are bonded
to each other by a first bonding layer 49. After bonding the
second LED stack 33 to the third LED stack 43, the
temporary substrate may be removed using the laser lift off
technique. Accordingly, the second LED stack 33 may be
disposed on the third LED stack 43, in which the second
transparent electrode 35 may form an upper surface.

Subsequently, openings 35a and 356 may be formed by
patterning the second transparent electrode 35. The opening
35a is disposed over the third n-electrode pad 47a, and the
opening 3554 is disposed over the lower p-electrode pad 475.
By forming the openings 354 and 356 in advance, the second
transparent electrode 35 may be prevented from being
exposed when forming the through holes 33%1 and 33/2 in
subsequent process.

Referring to FIGS. 8A, 8B, and 8C, a first planarization
layer 51 is formed on the second transparent electrode 35.
The first planarization layer 51 may have a substantially flat
upper surface, and may function as an insulation layer.

Subsequently, through holes 3321 and 3342 passing
through the first planarization layer 51, the second LED
stack 33, and the first bonding layer 49 are formed. The
through holes 33/1 and 33/2 are respectively formed within
the circumference of the openings 354 and 355 of the second
transparent electrode 35 in a plan view, and thus, the second
transparent electrode 35 is not exposed to sidewalls of the
through holes 33%1 and 33/2. The through holes 33/1 and
3352 expose the third n-electrode pad 47a and the lower
p-electrode pad 476, respectively.

A first sidewall insulation layer 53 is formed. The first
sidewall insulation layer 53 may be formed first to cover an
upper portion of the first planarization layer 51 and sidewalls
and bottom surfaces of the through holes 33/%1 and 33/2. For
example, the first sidewall insulation layer 53 may be
formed using a chemical vapor deposition technique or an
atomic layer deposition technique.

Subsequently, the first sidewall insulation layer 53 is
blanket etched using a dry etching technique. As such, the
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first sidewall insulation layer 53 formed on the bottom of the
through holes 33/1 and 33/2 is removed to expose the third
n-electrode pad 47a and the lower p-clectrode pad 476. The
first sidewall insulation layer 53 formed on the first planar-
ization layer 51 may be completely removed during blanket
etching, and a portion of the first planarization layer 51 near
inlets of the through holes 33%41 and 33/42 may also be
removed. As such, the inlets of the through holes 33/1 and
3342 may have a wider width than that of the bottom thereof.
This will be described in detail later with reference to FIGS.
17A to 17D.

Thereafter, lower buried vias 55¢ and 555 filling the
through holes 33%1 and 3342 may be formed using a seed
layer and a plating technique. The seed layer and the plating
layer formed on the first planarization layer 51 may be
removed using a chemical mechanical polishing technique.

Referring to FIGS. 9A, 9B, and 9C, the first planarization
layer 51 may be patterned to remove a portion of the first
planarization layer 51, such that the retained first planariza-
tion layer 51 has an island shape in a plurality of regions.
The first planarization layer 51 may be retained in regions
where the lower buried vias 55a and 5556 are formed, and a
portion of the first planarization layer 51 may also be
retained in a region where a lower connector 39¢ connected
to the second transparent electrode layer 35 is to be formed.
In this manner, the upper surface of the second transparent
electrode 35 is exposed by patterning the first planarization
layer 51.

Referring to FIGS. 10A, 10B, and 10C, the second
transparent electrode 35 and the second conductivity type
semiconductor layer 335 are partially removed through mesa
etching to expose the first conductivity type semiconductor
layer 33a. The second transparent electrode 35 and the
second conductivity type semiconductor layer 335 may be
patterned by using photo and etching techniques. This
process may be performed using the wet etching and the dry
etching techniques in substantially the same manner as the
mesa etching process, during which the third transparent
electrode 45 and the second conductivity type semiconduc-
tor layer 435 are etched as described above.

For example, after the etching mask is formed, the second
transparent electrode may be etched first by the wet etching
technique, and then the second conductivity type semicon-
ductor layer 335 may be etched by the dry etching technique
using the same etching mask. Accordingly, the second
transparent electrode 35 may be recessed from the mesa
etching region. FIG. 11A exemplarily shows an edge of the
mesa, and does not show an edge of the second transparent
electrode 35 to simplify illustration. However, since the
second transparent electrode 35 is wet etched using the same
etching mask, the edge of the second transparent electrode
35 may also be recessed from the edge of the mesa toward
an inner side of the mesa. In this manner, since the same
etching mask is used, the number of photo processes may
not be increased, thereby reducing the process costs. How-
ever, the inventive concepts are not limited thereto, and in
some exemplary embodiments, the etching mask for etching
the mesa etching process and the etching mask for etching
the second transparent electrode 35 may be different from
each other.

The mesa etching region of the second LED stack 33 may
be partially overlapped with that of the third LED stack 43,
but the mesa etching regions of the second LED stack 33 and
the third LED stack 43 are generally separated from each
other. In particular, a portion of the mesa etching region of
the second LED stack 33 may be spaced apart from the third
n-electrode pad 474 and the lower p-electrode pad 475 in the
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lateral direction. A second n-electrode pad 37a may be
formed on the first conductivity type semiconductor layer
33a exposed by mesa etching.

An intermediate insulation layer 58 may be formed on the
second LED stack 33. The intermediate insulation layer 58
may cover a portion of the first conductivity type semicon-
ductor layer 33a exposed by mesa etching. The intermediate
insulation layer 58 may also cover the second conductivity
type semiconductor layer 335, the second transparent elec-
trode 35, the first planarization layer 51, and the second
n-electrode pad 37a. The intermediate insulation layer 58
may have openings 58a and 585 exposing the lower buried
vias 55a and 555, and also have an opening 584 exposing the
second n-electrode pad 374. In addition, the intermediate
insulation layer 58 may have an opening 58¢ exposing the
first planarization layer 51 disposed apart from the lower
buried vias 55a¢ and 556 and a surrounding region thereof.

Referring to FIGS. 11A, 11B, and 11C, lower connectors
39a, 395, and 39c¢ are formed on the first planarization layer
51. The first lower connector 39a may be electrically con-
nected to the lower buried via 554 and also extend in the
lateral direction to be electrically connected to the second
n-electrode pad 37a. The first lower connector 39a may be
insulated from the second transparent electrode 35 and the
second conductivity type semiconductor layer 3356 by the
intermediate insulation layer 58.

Referring to FIGS. 12A, 12B, and 12C, an isolation
region for defining a light emitting device region may be
formed. For example, the first conductivity type semicon-
ductor layer 33a may be removed along the isolation region,
and an upper surface of the first bonding layer 49 may be
exposed. In some exemplary embodiments, an insulation
layer covering a side surface of the first conductivity type
semiconductor layer 33a may be added in addition to the
intermediate insulation layer 58. This insulation layer may
be formed to have openings exposing the lower connectors
394, 395, and 39c.

Referring to FIGS. 13A, 13B, and 13C, the first LED
stack 23 described with FIG. 5A is bonded to the second
LED stack 33. The first LED stack 23 and the second LED
stack 33 may be bonded using a second bonding layer 59, so
that the first transparent electrode 25 faces the second LED
stack 33. Accordingly, the second bonding layer 59 is in
contact with the first transparent electrode 25, and is also in
contact with the intermediate insulation layer 58, and the
lower connectors 39a, 395, and 39c.

A first substrate 21 is removed from the first LED stack
23. The first substrate 21 may be removed using, for
example, an etching technique. After the first substrate 21 is
removed, a first n-electrode pad 274 may be formed on a
portion of a region of the first conductivity type semicon-
ductor layer 23a. The first n-electrode pad 27a may be
formed to be in ohmic contact with the first conductivity
type semiconductor layer 23a.

Referring to FIGS. 14A, 14B, and 14C, a second planar-
ization layer 61 covering the first LED stack 23 and the first
n-electrode pad 27a is formed. The second planarization
layer 61 is formed to have a substantially flat upper surface.

Subsequently, through holes 23%41, 2342, 2343, and 2324
passing through the second planarization layer 61 and the
first LED stack 23 are formed. The through holes 2341,
2352, and 2343 may pass through the first transparent
electrode 25 and the second bonding layer 59 to expose the
lower connectors 39a, 395, and 39¢, respectively. The
through hole 23/4 may expose the first transparent electrode
25.
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The through holes 23/1, 23%42, and 23/43 may be formed
together through the same process, and the through hole
2314 may be formed through a process different from that of
forming the through holes 2341, 2342, and 23/3.

Subsequently, a second sidewall insulation layer 63 and
upper buried vias 65a, 655, 65¢, and 65d are formed. Since
a process of forming the second sidewall insulation layer 63
and the upper buried vias 65a, 655, 65¢, and 65d is sub-
stantially similar to that of forming the first sidewall insu-
lation layer 53 and the lower buried vias 55¢ and 5554,
repeated descriptions thereof will be omitted.

Referring to FIGS. 15A, 15B, and 15C, an opening 61a
exposing the first n-electrode pad 274 is formed by pattern-
ing the second planarization layer 61. The second planar-
ization layer 61 may be patterned using photo and etching
techniques.

Subsequently, upper connectors 67a, 675, 67¢, and 67d
are formed. The upper connectors 67a, 67b, 67¢, and 67d
may include a reflective metal layer, and thus, light gener-
ated in the first LED stack 23 may be reflected to improve
light extraction efficiency. For example, the upper connec-
tors 67a, 67b, 67c, and 674 may include Au or an Au alloy.

The upper connector 67a may electrically connect the
upper buried via 65a to the first n-electrode pad 27a. The
upper connectors 675, 67¢, and 67d may be connected to the
upper buried vias 655, 65¢, and 65d, respectively.

Referring to FIGS. 16A, 16B, and 16C, the second
planarization layer 61, the first LED stack 23, and the first
transparent electrode 25 may be etched along the isolation
region. For example, the second planarization layer 61 may
be patterned in advance, and then, the first LED stack 23 and
the first transparent electrode 25 may be patterned to divide
the light emitting device regions. The second planarization
layer 61 may be patterned in advance along the isolation
region when forming the opening 61a. As such, an upper
surface of the second bonding layer 59 may be exposed.

Thereafter, an upper insulation layer 71 is formed. The
upper insulation layer 71 may cover the first transparent
electrode 25, the first LED stack 23, the second planarization
layer 61, and further, cover the upper connectors 67a, 675,
67¢c, and 67d. Moreover, the upper insulation layer 71 may
be patterned to have openings 71a exposing the upper
connectors 67a, 67b, 67¢, and 67d.

Subsequently, bump pads 73a, 735, 73¢, and 73d covering
the openings 71a may be formed. The first bump pad 73a is
disposed on the first upper connector 67a, the second bump
pad 735 is disposed on the second upper connector 675, and
the third bump pad 73c¢ is disposed on the third upper
connector 67¢. The fourth bump pad 734 is disposed on the
fourth upper connector 674.

Thereafter, a plurality of light emitting devices 100 sepa-
rated from one another is formed on the substrate 41 by
removing the first and second bonding layers 49 and 59
along the isolation region, and the light emitting device 100
separated from the substrate 41 is provided by bonding the
light emitting device 100 onto a circuit board 101 and
separating the substrate 41. A schematic cross-sectional
view of the light emitting device 100 bonded to the circuit
board 101 is exemplarily shown in FIG. 28, which will be
described in detail later.

The light emitting device 100 according to an exemplary
embodiment achieve electrical connection using buried vias
55a, 55b, 65a, 65b, 65¢, and 65d. Hereinafter, a process of
forming the buried vias will be described in more detail.

FIGS. 17A, 17B, 17C, and 17D are schematic cross-
sectional views illustrating a process of forming a buried via
according to exemplary embodiments.
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First, referring to FIG. 17A, a planarization layer 51 or 61
is formed on an underlying layer S. The underlying layer S
may include a first LED stack 23 or a second LED stack 33.
A hard mask defining an etching region is formed by
patterning the planarization layer 51 or 61, and a through
hole H may be formed using the hard mask as an etching
mask. The through hole H may expose an element for
electrical connection, for example, the third n-electrode pad
47a, the lower p-electrode pad 475, or the lower connectors
394, 395, and 39c.

Referring to FIG. 17B, subsequently, a sidewall insulation
layer 53 or 63 is formed. The sidewall insulation layer 53 or
63 may be formed on an upper surface of the planarization
layer 51 or 61, and further, may be formed on a sidewall and
a bottom of the through hole H. The sidewall insulation layer
53 or 63 may be formed thicker at an inlet than at the bottom
of the through hole H due to characteristics of layer cover-
age.
Referring to FIG. 17C, the sidewall insulation layer 53 or
63 is blanket etched using a dry etching technique. The
sidewall insulation layer disposed on the bottom of the
through hole H is removed by blanket etching, and the
sidewall insulation layer disposed on the upper surface of
the planarization layer 51 or 61 is also removed. Further, a
portion of the planarization layer 51 or 61 near the inlet of
the through hole H may also be removed. As such, a width
W2 of the inlet may be greater than a width W1 of the
through hole H. Since the width W2 of the inlet is increased,
the subsequent process of forming a buried via using a
plating technology may be facilitated.

Referring to FIG. 17D, a seed layer may be formed in the
planarization layer 51 or 61 and the through hole H, and a
plating layer filling the through hole H may be formed using
a plating technique. Subsequently, by removing the plating
layer and the seed layer on the planarization layer 51 or 61
using a chemical etching technique, a buried via 55 or 65 as
shown in FIG. 17D may be formed.

FIG. 18 is a SEM image illustrating a via buried in a
contact hole. FIG. 18 shows an image, after the through hole
H was formed and then the buried via was formed as
described with reference to FIGS. 17A to 17D, but before the
plating layer on the upper surface of the planarization layer
is removed using a chemical mechanical polishing tech-
nique.

Referring to FIG. 18, it can be seen that the through hole
is well buried by the plating layer. Further, it can be seen that
the width W2 of the inlet of the through hole is wider than
the width W1 of the through hole, and it can also be seen that
a thickness of the sidewall insulation layer becomes thinner
as being closer to the bottom of the through hole.

FIG. 19 is a SEM image illustrating a buried via formed
using a chemical mechanical polishing technique. FIG. 19
shows a shape of the buried via after removing the seed layer
and the plating layer using the chemical mechanical polish-
ing technique, after forming a hole in a silicon substrate,
depositing the sidewall insulation layer, and forming the
seed layer and the plating layer. In this case, the buried via
was formed without blanket etching the sidewall insulation
layer.

Referring to FIG. 19, it can be seen that an upper surface
of the buried via is flush with an upper surface of the
sidewall insulation layer surrounding the buried via, and
thus, the buried via may be formed in the through hole using
the chemical mechanical polishing technique.

FIG. 20 is a schematic plan view illustrating a light
emitting device 200 according to another exemplary
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embodiment, and FIGS. 21A and 21B are schematic cross-
sectional views taken along lines C-C' and D-D' of FIG. 20,
respectively.

Referring to FIGS. 20, 21A, and 21B, the light emitting
device 200 according to the illustrated exemplary embodi-
ment is substantially similar to the light emitting device 100
described above, except that a first planarization layer 151 is
formed continuously, unlike the first planarization layer 51
of the light emitting device 100 that is divided in to multiple
regions to have an island shape. As such, the second LED
stack 33 does not have a mesa etching region exposing the
first conductivity type semiconductor layer 33a, and the
second n-electrode pad 37a shown in FIG. 4B that is in
ohmic contact with the first conductivity type semiconductor
layer 33a is omitted.

A through hole 33/3 exposing the first conductivity type
semiconductor layer 33a is formed passing through the first
planarization layer 151 and the second conductivity type
semiconductor layer 335, and the lower buried via 55¢ fills
the through hole 33/3. The lower connector 39a commonly
electrically connects the first conductivity type semiconduc-
tor layers 33a and 43a by electrically connecting the lower
buried via 554 and the lower buried via 55c.

The second transparent electrode 35 may be patterned in
advance so as not to be exposed to the sidewalls of the
through holes 3341, 3372, and 33/43 while covering the
upper surface of the second conductivity type semiconductor
layer 33b. For example, the second transparent electrode 35
may be patterned to have openings in regions where the
through holes 33%1, 33/2, and 33/3 are to be formed before
forming the first planarization layer 151.

In the illustrated exemplary embodiment, the upper
p-electrode pad 376 may be disposed on the second trans-
parent electrode 35, and the lower connector 39¢ may be
electrically connected to the upper p-electrode pad 375. The
first planarization layer 151 may have an opening exposing
the upper p-electrode pad 375 to allow electrical connection
of the lower connector 39c.

In the illustrated exemplary embodiment, the intermediate
insulation layer 58 is omitted, but the inventive concepts are
not limited thereto. For example, in some exemplary
embodiments, an intermediate insulation layer covering the
second LED stack 33, the first planarization layer 151, and
the lower connectors 39a, 395, and 39¢ may be added. The
intermediate insulation layer may have openings exposing
the lower connectors 39a, 395, and 39c¢ to allow electrical
connection of the upper buried vias 65a, 656, and 65c¢.

According to the illustrated exemplary embodiment, the
lower connector 394 may be formed on a flat surface of the
first planarization layer 151 by continuously forming the
first planarization layer 151 and forming the lower buried
via 55¢.

FIGS. 22A, 22B, 22C, 23A, 23B, 23C, 24A, 24B, 24C,
25A, 25B, 25C, 26A, 26B, 26C, 27A, 27B, and 27C are
schematic plan views and cross-sectional views illustrating
a method of manufacturing a light emitting device for a
display according to another exemplary embodiment. Lines
C-C' and D-D' along which the cross-sectional views are
taken correspond to lines C-C' and D-D' of FIG. 20.

First, as described above with reference to FIGS. 5A, 5B,
and 5C, a first LED stack 23, a second LED stack 33, and
a third LED stack 43 are grown on substrates 21, 31 and 41,
respectively, and transparent electrodes 25, 35 and 45 are
formed.

Subsequently, referring to FIGS. 22A, 22B, and 22C, as
described above with reference to FIGS. 6A, 6B, and 6C, a
first conductivity type semiconductor layer 43a is exposed
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through a mesa etching process, and a third n-electrode pad
47a and a lower p-electrode pad 475 are formed on the first
conductivity type semiconductor layer 43a¢ and a third
transparent electrode 45, respectively. In addition, an isola-
tion region for defining a light emitting device region may
be formed, and a lower insulation layer 48 may be formed.

Referring to FIGS. 23A, 23B, and 23C, as described
above with reference to FIGS. 6A, 6B, and 6C, first, the
second LED stack 33 described with reference to FIG. 5B is
bonded on the third LED stack 43.

Subsequently, openings 35a, 356, and 35¢ exposing the
second conductivity type semiconductor layer 335 may be
formed by patterning a second transparent electrode 35. The
opening 35q is disposed over the third n-electrode pad 47a,
and the opening 355 is disposed over the lower p-electrode
pad 47b. In the illustrated exemplary embodiment, a mesa
etching process for exposing the first conductivity type
semiconductor layer 33¢ is omitted. However, an opening
35c¢ is added in the upper region where the second n-elec-
trode pad 37a is formed in FIG. 10C. In addition, the second
transparent electrode 35 may be removed in advance along
the isolation region and may be separated in units of the light
emitting device 200 region.

Further, an upper p-electrode pad 375 is formed on the
second transparent electrode 35. The upper p-electrode pad
37b may be in ohmic contact with the second transparent
electrode 35. In another exemplary embodiment, the upper
p-electrode pad 376 may be omitted.

Referring to FIGS. 24A, 24B, and 24C, a first planariza-
tion layer 151 covering the second transparent electrode 35
is formed. The first planarization layer 151 covers an upper
p-electrode pad 276 and covers the openings 354, 356, and
35c.

Subsequently, through holes 3321 and 3342 passing
through the first planarization layer 151, the second LED
stack 33, and the first bonding layer 49, and a through hole
3343 passing through the first planarization layer 151 and
the second conductivity type semiconductor layer 334 to
expose the first conductivity type semiconductor layer 33a
are formed. The through holes 33/1 and 3342 are respec-
tively formed within the circumference of the openings 354
and 35b of the second transparent electrode 35 in a plan
view, and the through hole 33/3 is formed with the circum-
ference of the opening 35¢ of the second transparent elec-
trode 35 in a plan view.

Thereafter, a first sidewall insulation layer 53 and lower
buried vias 55a, 55b, and 55¢ may be formed. The lower
buried vias 55a and 5554 are substantially the same as those
described with reference to FIGS. 8A, 8B, and 8C, and thus,
repeated descriptions thereof will be omitted. Meanwhile,
the lower buried via 55¢ is electrically connected to the first
conductivity type semiconductor layer 33a.

Referring to FIGS. 25A, 25B, and 25C, lower connectors
39a, 395, and 39c¢ are formed on the first planarization layer
151. The first lower connector 39a may be electrically
connected to the lower buried via 554 and extend in the
lateral direction to be also electrically connected to the lower
buried via 55¢. The first lower connector 39 may be
insulated from the second transparent electrode 35 and the
second conductivity type semiconductor layer 3356 by the
first planarization layer 151.

In the illustrated exemplary embodiment, the third lower
connector 39¢ may be electrically connected to the upper
p-electrode pad 375 exposed through an opening of the first
planarization layer 151. The first planarization layer 151
may be patterned in advance to expose the upper p-electrode
pad 375. When the upper p-electrode pad 375 is omitted in
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other exemplary embodiments, the third lower connector
39¢ may be directly connected to the second transparent
electrode 35.

The first planarization layer 151 may also be removed
along the isolation region, and thus, the second conductivity
type semiconductor layer 335 may be exposed as shown in
FIGS. 25B and 25C.

Referring to FIGS. 26A, 26B, and 26C, an isolation
region for defining a light emitting device region may be
formed. For example, the second conductivity type semi-
conductor layer 336 and the first conductivity type semi-
conductor layer 33a may be removed along the isolation
region, and an upper surface of the first bonding layer 49
may be exposed. In some exemplary embodiments, an
insulation layer covering the second LED stack 33, the first
planarization layer 151, and the lower connectors 394, 395,
and 39¢ may be added. This insulation layer may be formed
to have openings exposing the lower connectors 39a, 395,
and 39c.

Referring to FIGS. 27A, 27B, and 27C, the first LED
stack 23 described in FIG. 5A is bonded to the second LED
stack 33, and through the same process as described with
reference to FIGS. 13A, 13B, 13C, 14A, 14B, 14C, 15A,
15B, 15C, 16A, 16B, and 16C, a first n-electrode pad 274,
a second planarization layer 61, upper buried vias 654, 655,
65¢, and 654, upper connectors 67a, 675, 67¢, and 674, an
upper insulation layer 71, and bump pads 734, 735, 73¢, and
73d are formed. Since these processes are substantially the
same as those described above with reference to FIGS. 13A
to 16C, repeated description thereof will be omitted.

Subsequently, a plurality of light emitting devices 200
separated from one another is formed on a substrate 41 by
removing the first and second bonding layers 49 and 59
along the isolation region, and the light emitting device 200
separated from the substrate 41 is provided by bonding the
light emitting device 100 onto a circuit board 101 and
separating the substrate 41.

Although FIG. 28 exemplarily illustrates a single light
emitting device 100 disposed on the circuit board 101,
however, a plurality of light emitting devices 100 may be
mounted on the circuit board 101. Each of the light emitting
devices 100 may form one pixel capable of emitting any one
of blue light, green light, and red light, and a plurality of
pixels is arranged on the circuit board 101 to provide a
display panel. FIG. 28 exemplarily illustrates the light
emitting device 100, but the light emitting device 200 may
be disposed in other exemplary embodiments.

The plurality of light emitting devices 100 may be formed
on the substrate 41, and the light emitting devices 100 may
be transferred onto the circuit board 101 in a group, rather
than individually. FIGS. 29A, 29B, and 29C are schematic
cross-sectional views illustrating a method of transferring
the light emitting device to the circuit board according to an
exemplary embodiment. Hereinafter, a method of transfer-
ring the light emitting devices 100 or 200 formed on the
substrate 41 to the circuit board 101 in a group will be
described.

Referring to FIG. 29A, as described in FIGS. 16A, 16B,
and 16C, when the manufacturing process of the light
emitting device 100 on the substrate 41 is completed, the
plurality of light emitting devices 100 is isolated from each
other, and arranged on the substrate 41 by an isolation
trench.

The circuit board 101 having pads on an upper surface
thereof is provided. The pads are arranged on the circuit
board 101 to correspond to locations where the pixels for a
display are to be arranged. In general, an interval between
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the light emitting devices 100 arranged on the substrate 41
may be denser than that of the pixels on the circuit board
101.

Referring to FIG. 29B, bump pads of the light emitting
devices 100 are selectively bonded to the pads of the circuit
board 101. The bump pads and the pads may be bonded
using solder bonding or In bonding, for example. In this
case, the light emitting devices 100 located between pixel
regions may be spaced apart from the circuit board 101,
since these light emitting devices 100 do not have pads of
the circuit board 101 to be boned to.

Subsequently, the substrate 41 is irradiated with a laser.
The laser is selectively irradiated onto the light emitting
devices 100 bonded to the pads. To this end, a mask having
openings for selectively exposing the light emitting devices
100 may be formed on the substrate 41.

Thereafter, the light emitting devices 100 are transferred
to the circuit board 101 by separating the light emitting
devices 100 irradiated with the laser from the substrate 41.
Accordingly, as shown in FIG. 29C, the display panel in
which the light emitting devices 100 are arranged on the
circuit board 101 is provided. The display panel may be
mounted on various display apparatuses as described with
reference to FIG. 1.

FIG. 30 is a schematic cross-sectional view illustrating a
method of transferring a light emitting device according to
another exemplary embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 30, light emitting devices according to
the illustrated exemplary embodiment are bonded to pads
using an anisotropic conductive adhesive film or an aniso-
tropic conductive adhesive paste. In particular, an anisotro-
pic conductive adhesive film or adhesive paste 121 may be
provided on the pads, and the light emitting devices 100 may
be adhered to the pads through the anisotropic conductive
adhesive film or adhesive paste 121. The light emitting
devices 100 are electrically connected to the pads by the
anisotropic conductive adhesive film or a conductive mate-
rial in the adhesive paste 121.

In the illustrated exemplary embodiment, bump pads 73a,
73b, T3¢, and 73d may be omitted, and upper connectors
67a, 67b, 67¢, and 674 may be electrically connected to the
pads through a conductive material.

According to exemplary embodiments, the first, second,
and third LED stacks are stacked one above another, and
thus, the light emitting device may have an increased
luminous area of each sub-pixel without increasing a pixel
area. Furthermore, since the widths of the upper ends of the
buried vias are increased, electrical connection of the buried
vias may be facilitated.

The light emitting device according to exemplary embodi-
ments may further include lower connectors covering the
lower buried vias, in which portions of the upper buried vias
may be connected to the lower connectors. The lower
connectors may enhance electrical connection of the upper
buried vias, and reliability of a process of forming the upper
buried vias may be improved.

According to exemplary embodiments, the lower buried
vias and portions of the upper buried vias are overlapped,
which may reduce light loss due to the buried vias.

Although certain exemplary embodiments and implemen-
tations have been described herein, other embodiments and
modifications will be apparent from this description.
Accordingly, the inventive concepts are not limited to such
embodiments, but rather to the broader scope of the
appended claims and various obvious modifications and
equivalent arrangements as would be apparent to a person of
ordinary skill in the art.
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What is claimed is:

1. A light emitting module, comprising:

a circuit board; and

a light emitter disposed on the circuit board, the light
emitter comprising:

a first LED stack, a second LED stack disposed on the first
LED stack, and a third LED stack disposed on the
second LED stack;

an upper planarization layer covering an upper surface of
the third LED stack;

an upper connector disposed on the third LED stack;

an upper conductive material disposed on the third LED
stack and electrically connected to the upper connector;
and

an insulator covering the upper planarization layer,

wherein the upper conductive material includes a first
region having a first width, and includes a second
region having a second width greater than the first
width,

wherein the first region is located closer to the third LED
stack than the second region is located to the third LED
stack, and

wherein the upper conductive material includes a convex
shape.

2. The light emitting module according to claim 1,
wherein the upper conductive material includes a third
region having a third width, and

wherein the second width is greater than the third width.

3. The light emitting module according to claim 2,
wherein the second region is positioned between the first
region and the third region.

4. The light emitting module according to claim 1,
wherein an upper end of the upper conductive material faces
the circuit board.

5. The light emitting module according to claim 1,
wherein the first LED stack is a first conductivity type
semiconductor layer and the second LED stack is a second
conductivity type semiconductor layer.

6. The light emitting module according to claim 1,
wherein the insulator covers side surfaces of each of the first
LED stack, the second LED stack and the third LED stack.

7. The light emitting module according to claim 1,
wherein at least one surface of the light emitting device is
formed with irregularities.

8. A light emitting module, comprising:

a circuit board; and

a light emitter disposed on the circuit board, the light
emitter comprising:

a first LED stack, a second LED stack disposed on the first
LED stack, and a third LED stack disposed on the
second LED stack;

an upper planarization layer covering an upper surface of
the third LED stack;

an upper connector disposed on the third LED stack;

an upper conductive material disposed on the third LED
stack and electrically connected to the upper connector;
and

an insulator covering the upper planarization layer,

wherein the upper conductive material has at least a first
region and a second region, the first region and the
second region having different widths, and

wherein a width of the upper conductive material is
continuously non-planar from a first end of the upper
conductive material to a second end of the upper
conductive material opposite the first end.



US 12,046,587 B2

29

9. The light emitting module according to claim 8,
wherein an upper end of the upper conductive material faces
the circuit board.

10. The light emitting module according to claim 8,
wherein the first LED stack is a first conductivity type
semiconductor layer and the second LED stack is a second
conductivity type semiconductor layer.

11. The light emitting module according to claim 8,
wherein the insulator covers side surfaces of each of the first
LED stack, the second LED stack and the third LED stack.

12. The light emitting module according to claim 8,
wherein at least one surface of the light emitting device is
formed with irregularities.

13. A light emitting module, comprising:

a circuit board; and

a light emitter disposed on the circuit board, the light
emitter comprising:

a first LED stack, a second LED layer stack disposed on
the first LED stack, and a third LED stack disposed on
the second LED stack;

an upper planarization layer covering an upper surface of
the third LED stack;

an upper connector disposed on the third LED stack;
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an upper conductive material disposed on the third LED
stack and electrically connected to the upper connector;
and

an insulator covering the upper planarization layer,

wherein an upper region of the upper conductive material

has an inclined surface, and

wherein the upper conductive material includes a convex

shape.

14. The light emitting module according to claim 13,
wherein the inclined surface forms a non-zero angle with
respect to the third LED stack.

15. The light emitting module according to claim 13,
wherein an upper end of the upper conductive material faces
the circuit board.

16. The light emitting module according to claim 13,
wherein the first LED stack is a first conductivity type
semiconductor layer and the second LED stack is a second
conductivity type semiconductor layer.

17. The light emitting module according to claim 13,
wherein the insulator covers side surfaces of each of the first
LED stack, the second LED stack and the third LED stack.
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