US 20240259938A1

a9y United States

a2y Patent Application Publication o) Pub. No.: US 2024/0259938 A1

Cili et al. 43) Pub. Date: Aug. 1, 2024
(54) APPLICATION AND SERVICE CONTEXT Publication Classification
AWARE CELL SELECTION (51) Int. CL
. . HO4W 52/02 2006.01
(71) Applicant: Apple Inc., Cupertino, CA (US) HO4W 24/10 52006.013
(72) Inventors: Gencer Cili, San Jose, CA (US); HO4W 64/00 (2006.01)
Rawad Rahme, Munich (DE); Mahak (52) US. CL
Goindani, Cupertino, CA (US); Nabil CPC ... HO4W 52/0206 (2013.01); HO4W 24/10
Akdim, Munich (DE); Enis Simsar, (2013.01); HO4W 64/006 (2013.01)
Munich (DE) 57 ABSTRACT
This disclosure relates to techniques for performing appli-
(21) Appl. No.: 18/635,234 cation context aware cell selection in a wireless communi-
cation system. A wireless device may determine a current
) location of the wireless device. The wireless device may
(22) Filed: Apr. 15, 2024 determine cells associated with the current location of the
wireless device. Application context based metric informa-
s tion may be determined for the cells associated with the
Related U.S. Application Data current location of the wireless device. The wireless device
(63) Continuation of application No. 18/189,890, filed on may determine a cell with which to associate from the cells

Mar. 24, 2023, now Pat. No. 11,997,595, which is a
continuation of application No. 17/446,123, filed on
Aug. 26, 2021, now Pat. No. 11,665,638.

associated with the current location of the wireless device
based at least in part on the application context based metric
information.

Determine wireless device location
902

Determine cells associated with
the wireless device location
504

Determine cell characteristics
for the cells associated with
the wireless device location

506

Determine a cell with which fo associate
based at least in part on the cell
characteristics for the cells associated
with the wirelesg égievice location

9




Patent Application Publication  Aug. 1,2024 Sheet 1 of 12 US 2024/0259938 A1

1068

\ 1g§N
/ _

Base
Station
102

Network
100

FIG. 1

106

Base
Station
102

FIG. 2



Patent Application Publication

Aug. 1,2024 Sheet 2 of 12

US 2024/0259938 Al

106
NAND
310
T
Memory ROM
306 350
‘ MMU |
340
Processor(s) Sensor
302 < C/g%try
Display
F l—| SoC Circuitry Display
300 304 > 360
320
WiE Cellular BLUETOOTH™ Antenna
Controller [« Controller |« Controller
352 354 356 33%5a
t T Antenna
Radio, BT, WiFi 330 335h

FIG. 3



Patent Application Publication  Aug. 1,2024 Sheet 3 of 12 US 2024/0259938 A1

Memory ROM 1B 082
460 450 —
‘ MMU ‘
440
I Network
Procg(s)jor(s) Port
— 470
Radio |, Comlgggl{gatlon _q{fntenna (s)
430 432 434
FIG. 4

Determine wireless device location
902

'

Determine cells associated with
the wireless device location
904

'

Determine cell characteristics
for the cells associated with
the wireless device location

906

I

Determine a cell with which fo associate
based at least in part on the cell
characteristics for the cells associated
with the wireless device location
508

FIG. 5




US 2024/0259938 Al

Aug. 1,2024 Sheet 4 of 12

ion

icat

Patent Application Publ

HOBBULIONY
UOREI0T 97

9 Ol

(UORBIDNSSE §83 158G )

WIBGDEE- AP
0% )

DUBGOSEL B0 L +g
Sunuiea soinsc
U0 pUe SR pus
SBIUDS Y SHE J0 LR
SISO i
yanil sl a0 I8
HN P 31T 40187 4957} 8 punoae
59 40 QU
s - EmEm%%ﬁ
) N0
SIBUIN0T SSEA
usnil el punoie

sgeny sisenbsy

STHGH
LoRBINBILIDT) PUB BI00S
SOUBIBIBIA IR0 SUIniey

e - HoliaiehIlvy
#44 LEOINOSIAOID

ey

SBSI) 2L pUNGIR SHST)
A0 SRI008 JSenhsy

UORBOOT JBLND
58511 LY
00 uoEsIddy
09 1 Buddspy
LOBO0T JUBLNG

S350 R1sonhay

mﬁ%m@

SIRIS UOHBIOSSY [87)




US 2024/0259938 Al

PEIGYOLT LOGAYSLY LOGKPYE Gl s
oe0sy 08y VL £251¢
zZ OB z z
OO0 T4 97 DO
L Gedhi AT ATNG ALY Lvd
Moajer) AR o AR NEOMION

SIWIFTEETE0 3G 3R

J‘

@

IS
I~
«
.\1'

ADuEET e

andufnong:

UM BCIADE-UQ
.

(A MU UM

3

NOLYWEDIN

4t NOLLY NOULYIWHOE N SHDYD BIAIC-NO

DR AU ar 18z ANIE 8P o7

WP 0/

wdp 82 £¢- S

NIWEIHAGY RN SO SNTLNLS

S

Aug. 1,2024 Sheet 5 of 12

Beis cdon

i3 T

&

SARUSL A Jamn0

Aippiies SUikISY pUR

o] BACUE AEne peD

5.1 BITGRO.1 DUE S310M .WOLOHW

Bl >

qted

3 & e &¥v3L

Patent Application Publication



Aug. 1,2024 Sheet 6 of 12 US 2024/0259938 Al

Patent Application Publication

N

1B BUSIIO &)

Jous JOU BUGHITY @

vopenbauon Bunseduly 1m0

Tl giiiice

Busaydin




Aug. 1,2024 Sheet 7 of 12 US 2024/0259938 Al

Patent Application Publication

(i) Buinias) v 1190

% ’J

fx a0 #6701

6 9Ol4

| 190 Buinies |

(120 B0f0A S04 80 J584)

WEN

LA SJBR0sSY G180

mm i SHIOLE AR O S0GH
B laIaan AR BB
N

SR W)
% w4
Lol H5r01

T A

{967 8005 %m;a e oé%

:G,b

Ty

(B0 eowp o josy 1seg |

(l./l/m \fmJ \MMKNV O

~wv
i_u BUOA

S

/&f\?

ddy suoyd

@@ 0 < 84098 [ D) [99°0°¢50] U1 65095 1l

£5°0 > 81005 |l u




US 2024/0259938 Al

Ol 'Ol

520 [DICTR AN 1B S0
ler st Asusjer ejeq 1of a0 j98g
RO R00S AERD AAE IGBnGL /
SIHECOS
G0
23 8 &6

tide

Aug. 1,2024 Sheet 8 of 12

Patent Application Publication

[ tfouamet eieg Jof o0 1500)
i85
Y BIRID0SSY 0] 60

Sumpusiaiues

£TG BT AEID He SHCA § £F %
mre B0 AT BiRO /..efﬁ ¢
- - (SR a0N
FEO QMOS ANBRS AT IOy BAGH m Mmmwmv mmm mw.%mwm, w . -
H e, :
{ney Suniez) v js0 =2 \ } ik

m% 0 < 84095 [ ) [95°0°CE 0] U1 01008 1ef

S,
2
=
3
&
et
Lt
&
3
i

060 > 21008 (o) B U




Aug. 1,2024 Sheet 9 of 12 US 2024/0259938 Al

Patent Application Publication

589 G008 AUFRIN B ®0A

z50 st Aausiey sl

I'T 'Ol

mmv:u QUG AEIE) AN g0

(ndybnosy

Lindybnoay ) eieq Jof 180 504 |

Y
T ME oybnoy
Fped

131274

BJED 10} 80 158
F 480

Yl 8IBI0USSY GHIB))

&y BIIOE K BIES HEL QION \
sen IS LUK 180

)

W\Wmm s2i00g Agene Mg mdubnoug |

{pars DuinieS) i 118D

mm D oG08 Aients A indulnony)

(a0 Bumiss) v hess

% ’)

3 £67.01

ey bumss |

I3

&

84035 uoesddy

yonesddy
Supens

(990 <2095 ([T o908 0] ut 01095 it

£6°0 > 84005 Jd) E g




US 2024/0259938 Al

Aug. 1,2024 Sheet 10 of 12

Patent Application Publication

¢l Ol

(iepjeq oy} Joybiy oy) 4 sjfeo 8ojoA wuopied o] )i Buisn o} SeuIoo ojey] $8900N3 A3 18 SIOA | 1 no 189 6000,
21008 Ajifenp Jfeg 89I0A %56 J usym >yl Jejnjeo ey} jo Ayenb sy saynuen ojey doid /) SHOA HENO 10 2o/o
(iapaq o1 AL fpuay s e B L oppuys3
Joybiy ay}) 84008 Aousje] %EC Aousje] si Yuij Jejnjeo 8y} yonw moy saynuent) 14 106 ] Aousie7 1189
Uiy obeione Aousje7 $51003 SIEM
%e? 8[ue01ad 0} Jndybnoiy) ) oomes/ddy |
%6 sjnusatad o6 Indybnoay; n :
Lo %\mt%ﬁa a0 %8} Ui ) JO YpIMpUE] abeJene Indybnoiy; 7N ojeWSy
4 JoUolY ou S 9%Ee7 jndybno.y) Jejnjieo 8y} Jo 8zis ey} seyuent) ajusalad 404 Indybnoiy g Mg indybnoay] (180
A3end Mg indybnoiy |
%6 epusased 406 Indybnoay; 7q
%8} abejore ndybnoty; Jq
(IH-Im 40 gmn “68) seibojouyos)
Bel xe00) %00, | 40yjo ypm uojyses buueys wnipseds e uf pesn eq poddng xs09) 90URJSIX80))
ueg/st pueq Aousnbaij s.j{80 8y} soYjeym Spoley
Jou o 8jqeded (YNOA Jo/pue 71 ToA)
By JIOMaU Jejn|jeo yulfienifeg
%00} ou) ypm syuy Bunieseud foeaud pue 8inoes Juslusiqeus buusydin Buuesydin
Juewisjqeus Butieyai ’ oABY 0] S3) Smojfe jey) uoneinbyuos (8
sesodind buines jemod uoneinbiuon
et Ajpuei Jomod %00} 10} dogjs 0] s31) smojfe jey) uoleinbyuod o) jueluelqels XH4ad ondwnsuor) temod
(193304 8Y} JOMO] BY}) %08 4 J0S0y 90IAa(]
ajey] ainjie4 AIIgelS & 0¢ Ajljigeys yulf ejnjjeo alyy seluend 4 1[E1S U] B2 Aiqe;s jene je0 —
(1ey0A 8y} Jomo; oY) %52 182 84} Yjim UoOBULOD Je[Nfjed Sii Liejol # dinjteH UOIPPY 18] Aiqeurelay J189 «w&m&\moo
sejey ainjie+ Aiqeueiey| %oz ues sairep Usnib yoee yonw moy sayuent) # ainjie-| YUy olpey A ‘
pue AJjiqisseody %06 9/qISSB00E SI |80 Yoes yonui moy saynuent | ainjie4 (Hoyy) $$690Yy wopuey| Ajiqisssody Jje)
%004 Abojouyos ojpey| JLTSAYSN YN SAYS 4N oAl Jvy | ABojouyos)
panieq 1brem uopduose( I




US 2024/0259938 Al

ET Ol

Aug. 1,2024 Sheet 11 of 12

Patent Application Publication

%46 | %46 P £ g Peg >
2\ 2 s g
G Jiy - o
ennl | o%sp %68 It G 38R0 IS T | 300 I N / N :
a0 .\MG 700y YRl Mok Mﬁ A 4¢“U i Hm.. \Wu.r ..?..7.?. M\;sz i \.. _tumwj vtﬁhﬂmwz
4 /f M\% Mwhh\.. P !
- oy pu oo o~ ! Ny
%000 %6 %84 000 000 | poon
! L3 N
Q00N e e 5 oy eI i ; SN p ,
, S0 Gns : e Fe o e g IaH
.....»MbmewJ G40 < nw%\{mu \m.ﬁ,.\«rﬁm:m‘.ﬁ“wc Cﬂ\m?.ﬁm \ hnwﬁ.H“:/ ?.,\.\Hm \:.C:riu.\. By st Fu0d Py o (97 SIARIDAT
N Yause wg ind- WIARAEOL o minsihraon Youon | oy |UHONOL LV DUDTART s PHOREN
E0A i i pue Apgissaaoy JENM/AGadERS odA | S i




US 2024/0259938 Al

Aug. 1,2024 Sheet 12 of 12

Patent Application Publication

vl DI

bisgibiop] 209 wogeiddy

{8008 Asuor 1 O+{64008 {uent
iompLeg ndubney ) ) s (8900g
AEny 120 SOI0A LY ejdi

By
u:- 4 -l

eos
eoiddy

a573
SRICHS JO

wins pepfion 15

ié 8o Jmie

mmE
,.5% A w_. mzw

#

%3, ?5 sm?um

!

w,
o 2

paginhay ORI

AR MOT

ai00s Apenb 2o
B%?c m i 50

WsLbIseY 3OS 17 a8
5

e

vek s
SRICOS PUE
i ?ﬁ% fif B4
ﬁ% f:mf s

47
| BpOIL EED MOj L Jiri
ABJS pue ﬁm%ﬁ el 5157 ma Hdd n__w R
sAIeREd 1SRl Ay SROW JeR1S G} o,m B
SBY B IR0 S} IO8IBT | 1 pue youses ja do)g

!

s GABY

SO Y,

S e ibusidN
JEUBIS BARIRS IR 3
Sjfen Q.mm.:

5

HO X0 8084 S8 iy e
o~ Qor :
58I00G + éo.:@nmﬁ m
{%, Bupunoume,

hwl
‘ ﬁ: X3
“Bel s
Jarod 1 ¥ m@
W0 S

E:
¢ \\N A.\.\M.‘Mnr;\ fel=2e;
BT 40 m:&, IEY:

SOUASLT




US 2024/0259938 Al

APPLICATION AND SERVICE CONTEXT
AWARE CELL SELECTION

PRIORITY INFORMATION

[0001] This application is a continuation of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 18/189,890, entitled “Application and
Service Context Aware Cell Selection,” filed Mar. 24, 2023,
which is a continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No.
17/446,123, entitled “Application and Service Context
Aware Cell Selection,” filed Aug. 26, 2021, now U.S. Pat.
No. 11,665,638, issued May 30, 2023, which is hereby
incorporated by reference in its entirety as though fully and
completely set forth herein. The claims in the instant appli-
cation are different than those of the parent application or
other related applications. The Applicant therefore rescinds
any disclaimer of claim scope made in the parent application
or any predecessor application in relation to the instant
application. The Examiner is therefore advised that any such
previous disclaimer and the cited references that it was made
to avoid, may need to be revisited. Further, any disclaimer
made in the instant application should not be read into or
against the parent application or other related applications.

FIELD

[0002] The present application relates to wireless commu-
nications, and more particularly to systems, apparatuses, and
methods for performing application and service context
aware cell selection in a wireless communication system.

DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART

[0003] Wireless communication systems are rapidly grow-
ing in usage. In recent years, wireless devices such as smart
phones and tablet computers have become increasingly
sophisticated. In addition to supporting telephone calls,
many mobile devices (i.e., user equipment devices or UEs)
now provide access to the internet, email, text messaging,
and navigation using the global positioning system (GPS),
and are capable of operating sophisticated applications that
utilize these functionalities. Additionally, there exist numer-
ous different wireless communication technologies and stan-
dards. Some examples of wireless communication standards
include GSM, UMTS (associated with, for example,
WCDMA or TD-SCDMA air interfaces), LTE, LTE
Advanced (LTE-A), NR, HSPA, 3GPP2 CDMA2000 (e.g.,
1xRTT, 1xEV-DO, HRPD, CHRPD), IEEE 802.11 (WLAN
or Wi-Fi), BLUETOOTH™, etc.

[0004] The ever-increasing number of features and func-
tionality introduced in wireless communication devices also
creates a continuous need for improvement in both wireless
communications and in wireless communication devices. In
particular, it is important to ensure the accuracy of trans-
mitted and received signals through user equipment (UE)
devices, e.g., through wireless devices such as cellular
phones, base stations and relay stations used in wireless
cellular communications. In addition, increasing the func-
tionality of a UE device can place a significant strain on the
battery life of the UE device. Thus it is very important to
also reduce power requirements in UE device designs while
allowing the UE device to maintain good transmit and
receive abilities for improved communications. Accord-
ingly, improvements in the field are desired.
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SUMMARY

[0005] Embodiments are presented herein of apparatuses,
systems, and methods for performing application and ser-
vice context aware cell selection in a wireless communica-
tion system.

[0006] According to the techniques described herein, a
wireless device may obtain cell performance information for
various application context based metrics and/or various
other possible metrics for cells in the vicinity of the wireless
device. The cell performance information may be based on
historical performance information between the wireless
device and those cells, and/or may be based on crowd-
sourced aggregated data, among various possibilities. In
some instances, the cell performance information for a cell
may depend on the cell signal strength and/or quality
measured by the wireless device. The wireless device may
also obtain information regarding other cell characteristics,
potentially including information regarding certain cell con-
figuration settings, which may also be based at least in part
on historical performance information (e.g., from the wire-
less device’s direct experience and/or based on crowd-
sourced aggregated data).

[0007] Based on this cell information for the cells in the
vicinity of the wireless device, and the current application,
service, and/or device context characteristics of the wireless
device, the wireless device may select a cell with which to
associate. This may include selecting a cell that meets any
configured device context based criteria, with priority and/or
bias in the cell selection towards cells with better scores,
rates, or other indicators in application context based metrics
prioritized by the current application and/or service context
of the wireless device.

[0008] Performing cell selection in such a manner may
increase the likelihood that the cell selected will provide
suitable and potentially the best available service for the
specific application and device context of the wireless
device at any given time, at least according to some embodi-
ments.

[0009] Note that the techniques described herein may be
implemented in and/or used with a number of different types
of devices, including but not limited to base stations, access
points, cellular phones, portable media players, tablet com-
puters, wearable devices, unmanned aerial vehicles,
unmanned aerial controllers, automobiles and/or motorized
vehicles, and various other computing devices.

[0010] This Summary is intended to provide a brief over-
view of some of the subject matter described in this docu-
ment. Accordingly, it will be appreciated that the above-
described features are merely examples and should not be
construed to narrow the scope or spirit of the subject matter
described herein in any way. Other features, aspects, and
advantages of the subject matter described herein will
become apparent from the following Detailed Description.
Figures, and Claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011] A better understanding of the present subject matter
can be obtained when the following detailed description of
various embodiments is considered in conjunction with the
following drawings, in which:

[0012] FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary (and simplified)
wireless communication system, according to some embodi-
ments;
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[0013] FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary base station in
communication with an exemplary wireless user equipment
(UE) device, according to some embodiments;

[0014] FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary block diagram of a
UE, according to some embodiments;

[0015] FIG. 4 illustrates an exemplary block diagram of a
base station, according to some embodiments;

[0016] FIG.5is a flowchart diagram illustrating aspects of
an exemplary possible method for performing application
and service context aware cell selection in a wireless com-
munication system, according to some embodiments;
[0017] FIG. 6 illustrates aspects of an exemplary possible
framework for performing application and service context
aware cell selection in a wireless communication system,
according to some embodiments;

[0018] FIG. 7 illustrates exemplary possible cell informa-
tion for cells under consideration for cell selection in an
application and service context aware cell selection process,
according to some embodiments;

[0019] FIGS. 8A-8B illustrate exemplary aspects of pos-
sible cell filtering techniques that can be used in an appli-
cation and service context aware cell selection process,
according to some embodiments;

[0020] FIGS. 9-11 illustrate exemplary aspects of a pos-
sible cell selection process in which application and service
context impacts cell selection, according to some embodi-
ments;

[0021] FIG. 12 is a table illustrating various possible cell
characteristics that can be used in an application and service
context aware cell selection process, according to some
embodiments;

[0022] FIG. 13 illustrates exemplary aspects of a possible
set of cell information for the cell characteristics illustrated
in FIG. 12, including at least some different values for
different RSRP/SINR regions, that can be used in an appli-
cation and service context aware cell selection process,
according to some embodiments; and

[0023] FIG. 14 is a flowchart diagram illustrating exem-
plary aspects of a possible cell selection process that con-
siders application and service context, according to some
embodiments.

[0024] While features described herein are susceptible to
various modifications and alternative forms, specific
embodiments thereof are shown by way of example in the
drawings and are herein described in detail. It should be
understood, however, that the drawings and detailed descrip-
tion thereto are not intended to be limiting to the particular
form disclosed, but on the contrary, the intention is to cover
all modifications, equivalents and alternatives falling within
the spirit and scope of the subject matter as defined by the
appended claims.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Acronyms

[0025] Various acronyms are used throughout the present
disclosure. Definitions of the most prominently used acro-
nyms that may appear throughout the present disclosure are
provided below:

[0026] UE: User Equipment

[0027] RF: Radio Frequency

[0028] BS: Base Station

[0029] GSM: Global System for Mobile Communica-
tion

Aug. 1,2024

[0030] UMTS: Universal Mobile Telecommunication
System
[0031] LTE: Long Term Evolution
[0032] NR: New Radio
[0033] TX: Transmission/Transmit
[0034] RX: Reception/Receive
[0035] RAT: Radio Access Technology
[0036] RSRP: Reference Signal Received Power
[0037] RSRQ: Reference Signal Received Quality
[0038] SINR: Signal to Interference plus Noise Ratio
[0039] RRC: Radio Resource Control
[0040] QoS: Quality of Service
Terms
[0041] The following is a glossary of terms that may

appear in the present disclosure:

[0042] Memory Medium—Any of various types of non-
transitory memory devices or storage devices. The term
“memory medium” is intended to include an installation
medium, e.g., a CD-ROM, floppy disks, or tape device; a
computer system memory or random access memory such as
DRAM, DDR RAM, SRAM, EDO RAM, Rambus RAM,
etc.; a non-volatile memory such as a Flash, magnetic media,
e.g., a hard drive, or optical storage; registers, or other
similar types of memory elements, etc. The memory
medium may comprise other types of non-transitory
memory as well or combinations thereof. In addition, the
memory medium may be located in a first computer system
in which the programs are executed, or may be located in a
second different computer system which connects to the first
computer system over a network, such as the Internet. In the
latter instance, the second computer system may provide
program instructions to the first computer system for execu-
tion. The term “memory medium” may include two or more
memory mediums which may reside in different locations,
e.g., in different computer systems that are connected over
a network. The memory medium may store program instruc-
tions (e.g., embodied as computer programs) that may be
executed by one or more processors.

[0043] Carrier Medium—a memory medium as described
above, as well as a physical transmission medium, such as
a bus, network, and/or other physical transmission medium
that conveys signals such as electrical, electromagnetic, or
digital signals.

[0044] Computer System (or Computer)—any of various
types of computing or processing systems, including a
personal computer system (PC), mainframe computer sys-
tem, workstation, network appliance, Internet appliance,
personal digital assistant (PDA), television system, grid
computing system, or other device or combinations of
devices. In general, the term “computer system” may be
broadly defined to encompass any device (or combination of
devices) having at least one processor that executes instruc-
tions from a memory medium.

[0045] User Equipment (UE) (or “UE Device”)—any of
various types of computer systems or devices that are mobile
or portable and that perform wireless communications.
Examples of UE devices include mobile telephones or smart
phones (e.g., iPhone™, Android™-based phones), tablet
computers (e.g., iPad™, Samsung Galaxy™), portable gam-
ing devices (e.g., Nintendo DS™, PlayStation Portable™,
Gameboy Advance™, iPhone™), wearable devices (e.g.,
smart watch, smart glasses), laptops, PDAs, portable Inter-
net devices, music players, data storage devices, other
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handheld devices, automobiles and/or motor vehicles,
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) (e.g., drones), UAV con-
trollers (UACs), etc. In general, the term “UE” or “UE
device” can be broadly defined to encompass any electronic,
computing, and/or telecommunications device (or combina-
tion of devices) which is easily transported by a user and
capable of wireless communication.

[0046] Wireless Device—any of various types of com-
puter systems or devices that perform wireless communica-
tions. A wireless device can be portable (or mobile) or may
be stationary or fixed at a certain location. A UE is an
example of a wireless device.

[0047] Communication Device—any of various types of
computer systems or devices that perform communications,
where the communications can be wired or wireless. A
communication device can be portable (or mobile) or may
be stationary or fixed at a certain location. A wireless device
is an example of a communication device. A UE is another
example of a communication device.

[0048] Base Station (BS)—The term “Base Station” has
the full breadth of its ordinary meaning, and at least includes
a wireless communication station installed at a fixed location
and used to communicate as part of a wireless telephone
system or radio system.

[0049] Processing Element (or Processor)—refers to vari-
ous elements or combinations of elements that are capable of
performing a function in a device, e.g., in a user equipment
device or in a cellular network device. Processing elements
may include, for example: processors and associated
memory, portions or circuits of individual processor cores,
entire processor cores, processor arrays, circuits such as an
ASIC (Application Specific Integrated Circuit), program-
mable hardware elements such as a field programmable gate
array (FPGA), as well any of various combinations of the
above.

[0050] Wi-Fi—The term “Wi-Fi” has the full breadth of its
ordinary meaning, and at least includes a wireless commu-
nication network or RAT that is serviced by wireless LAN
(WLAN) access points and which provides connectivity
through these access points to the Internet. Most modern
Wi-Fi networks (or WLAN networks) are based on IEEE
802.11 standards and are marketed under the name “Wi-Fi”.
A Wi-Fi (WLAN) network is different from a cellular
network.

[0051] Automatically—refers to an action or operation
performed by a computer system (e.g., software executed by
the computer system) or device (e.g., circuitry, program-
mable hardware elements, ASICs, etc.), without user input
directly specifying or performing the action or operation.
Thus the term “automatically” is in contrast to an operation
being manually performed or specified by the user, where
the user provides input to directly perform the operation. An
automatic procedure may be initiated by input provided by
the user, but the subsequent actions that are performed
“automatically” are not specified by the user, i.e., are not
performed “manually”, where the user specifies each action
to perform. For example, a user filling out an electronic form
by selecting each field and providing input specitying infor-
mation (e.g., by typing information, selecting check boxes,
radio selections, etc.) is filling out the form manually, even
though the computer system must update the form in
response to the user actions. The form may be automatically
filled out by the computer system where the computer
system (e.g., software executing on the computer system)
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analyzes the fields of the form and fills in the form without
any user input specifying the answers to the fields. As
indicated above, the user may invoke the automatic filling of
the form, but is not involved in the actual filling of the form
(e.g., the user is not manually specifying answers to fields
but rather they are being automatically completed). The
present specification provides various examples of opera-
tions being automatically performed in response to actions
the user has taken.

[0052] Configured to—Various components may be
described as “configured to” perform a task or tasks. In such
contexts, “configured to” is a broad recitation generally
meaning “having structure that” performs the task or tasks
during operation. As such, the component can be configured
to perform the task even when the component is not cur-
rently performing that task (e.g., a set of electrical conduc-
tors may be configured to electrically connect a module to
another module, even when the two modules are not con-
nected). In some contexts, “configured to” may be a broad
recitation of structure generally meaning “having circuitry
that” performs the task or tasks during operation. As such,
the component can be configured to perform the task even
when the component is not currently on. In general, the
circuitry that forms the structure corresponding to “config-
ured to” may include hardware circuits.

[0053] Various components may be described as perform-
ing a task or tasks, for convenience in the description. Such
descriptions should be interpreted as including the phrase
“configured to.” Reciting a component that is configured to
perform one or more tasks is expressly intended not to
invoke 35 U.S.C. § 112, paragraph six, interpretation for that
component.

FIGS. 1 and 2—Exemplary Communication System

[0054] FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary (and simplified)
wireless communication system in which aspects of this
disclosure may be implemented, according to some embodi-
ments. It is noted that the system of FIG. 1 is merely one
example of a possible system, and embodiments may be
implemented in any of various systems, as desired.

[0055] As shown, the exemplary wireless communication
system includes a base station 102 which communicates
over a transmission medium with one or more (e.g., an
arbitrary number of) user devices 106A, 106B, etc. through
106N. Each of the user devices may be referred to herein as
a “user equipment” (UE) or UE device. Thus, the user
devices 106 are referred to as UEs or UE devices.

[0056] The base station 102 may be a base transceiver
station (BTS) or cell site, and may include hardware and/or
software that enables wireless communication with the UEs
106 A through 106N. If the base station 102 is implemented
in the context of LTE, it may alternately be referred to as an
‘eNodeB’ or ‘eNB’. If the base station 102 is implemented
in the context of 5G NR, it may alternately be referred to as
a ‘gNodeB’ or ‘gNB’. The base station 102 may also be
equipped to communicate with a network 100 (e.g., a core
network of a cellular service provider, a telecommunication
network such as a public switched telephone network
(PSTN), and/or the Internet, among various possibilities).
Thus, the base station 102 may facilitate communication
among the user devices and/or between the user devices and
the network 100. The communication area (or coverage
area) of the base station may be referred to as a “cell.” As
also used herein, from the perspective of UEs, a base station
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may sometimes be considered as representing the network
insofar as uplink and downlink communications of the UE
are concerned. Thus, a UE communicating with one or more
base stations in the network may also be interpreted as the
UE communicating with the network.

[0057] The base station 102 and the user devices may be
configured to communicate over the transmission medium
using any of various radio access technologies (RATs), also
referred to as wireless communication technologies, or tele-
communication standards, such as GSM, UMTS
(WCDMA), LTE, LTE-Advanced (LTE-A), LAA/LTE-U,
5G NR, 3GPP2 CDMA2000 (e.g., 1xRTT, 1xEV-DO,
HRPD, cHRPD), Wi-Fi, etc.

[0058] Base station 102 and other similar base stations
operating according to the same or a different cellular
communication standard may thus be provided as one or
more networks of cells, which may provide continuous or
nearly continuous overlapping service to UE 106 and similar
devices over a geographic area via one or more cellular
communication standards.

[0059] Note that a UE 106 may be capable of communi-
cating using multiple wireless communication standards.
For example, a UE 106 might be configured to communicate
using cither or both of a 3GPP cellular communication
standard or a 3GPP2 cellular communication standard. In
some embodiments, the UE 106 may be configured to
perform techniques for performing application and service
context aware cell selection in a wireless communication
system, such as according to the various methods described
herein. The UE 106 might also or alternatively be configured
to communicate using WLAN, BLUETOOTH™, one or
more global navigational satellite systems (GNSS, e.g., GPS
or GLONASS), one and/or more mobile television broad-
casting standards (e.g., ATSC-M/H), etc. Other combina-
tions of wireless communication standards (including more
than two wireless communication standards) are also pos-
sible.

[0060] FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary user equipment 106
(e.g., one of the devices 106A through 106N) in communi-
cation with the base station 102, according to some embodi-
ments. The UE 106 may be a device with wireless network
connectivity such as a mobile phone, a hand-held device, a
wearable device, a computer or a tablet, an unmanned aerial
vehicle (UAV), an unmanned aerial controller (UAC), an
automobile, or virtually any type of wireless device. The UE
106 may include a processor (processing element) that is
configured to execute program instructions stored in
memory. The UE 106 may perform any of the method
embodiments described herein by executing such stored
instructions. Alternatively, or in addition, the UE 106 may
include a programmable hardware element such as an FPGA
(field-programmable gate array), an integrated circuit, and/
or any of various other possible hardware components that
are configured to perform (e.g., individually or in combina-
tion) any of the method embodiments described herein, or
any portion of any of the method embodiments described
herein. The UE 106 may be configured to communicate
using any of multiple wireless communication protocols.
For example, the UE 106 may be configured to communicate
using two or more of CDMA2000, LTE, LTE-A, 5G NR,
WLAN, or GNSS. Other combinations of wireless commu-
nication standards are also possible.

[0061] The UE 106 may include one or more antennas for
communicating using one or more wireless communication
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protocols according to one or more RAT standards. In some
embodiments, the UE 106 may share one or more parts of a
receive chain and/or transmit chain between multiple wire-
less communication standards. The shared radio may
include a single antenna, or may include multiple antennas
(e.g., for MIMO) for performing wireless communications.
In general, a radio may include any combination of a
baseband processor, analog RF signal processing circuitry
(e.g., including filters, mixers, oscillators, amplifiers, etc.),
or digital processing circuitry (e.g., for digital modulation as
well as other digital processing). Similarly, the radio may
implement one or more receive and transmit chains using the
aforementioned hardware.

[0062] In some embodiments, the UE 106 may include
separate transmit and/or receive chains (e.g., including sepa-
rate antennas and other radio components) for each wireless
communication protocol with which it is configured to
communicate. As a further possibility, the UE 106 may
include one or more radios that are shared between multiple
wireless communication protocols, and one or more radios
that are used exclusively by a single wireless communica-
tion protocol. For example, the UE 106 may include a shared
radio for communicating using either of LTE or CDMA2000
1xRTT (or LTE or NR, or LTE or GSM), and separate radios
for communicating using each of Wi-Fi and BLU-
ETOOTH™. Other configurations are also possible.

FIG. 3—Block Diagram of an Exemplary UE Device

[0063] FIG. 3 illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary
UE 106, according to some embodiments. As shown, the UE
106 may include a system on chip (SOC) 300, which may
include portions for various purposes. For example, as
shown, the SOC 300 may include processor(s) 302 which
may execute program instructions for the UE 106 and
display circuitry 304 which may perform graphics process-
ing and provide display signals to the display 360. The SOC
300 may also include sensor circuitry 370, which may
include components for sensing or measuring any of a
variety of possible characteristics or parameters of the UE
106. For example, the sensor circuitry 370 may include
motion sensing circuitry configured to detect motion of the
UE 106, for example using a gyroscope, accelerometer,
and/or any of various other motion sensing components. As
another possibility, the sensor circuitry 370 may include one
or more temperature sensing components, for example for
measuring the temperature of each of one or more antenna
panels and/or other components of the UE 106. Any of
various other possible types of sensor circuitry may also or
alternatively be included in UE 106, as desired. The pro-
cessor(s) 302 may also be coupled to memory management
unit (MMU) 340, which may be configured to receive
addresses from the processor(s) 302 and translate those
addresses to locations in memory (e.g., memory 306, read
only memory (ROM) 350, NAND flash memory 310) and/or
to other circuits or devices, such as the display circuitry 304,
radio 330, connector I/F 320, and/or display 360. The MMU
340 may be configured to perform memory protection and
page table translation or set up. In some embodiments, the
MMU 340 may be included as a portion of the processor(s)
302.

[0064] As shown, the SOC 300 may be coupled to various
other circuits of the UE 106. For example, the UE 106 may
include various types of memory (e.g., including NAND
flash 310), a connector interface 320 (e.g., for coupling to a
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computer system, dock, charging station, etc.), the display
360, and wireless communication circuitry 330 (e.g., for
LTE, LTE-A, NR, CDMA2000, BLUETOOTH™, Wi-Fi,
GPS, etc.). The UE device 106 may include at least one
antenna (e.g. 335q), and possibly multiple antennas (e.g.
illustrated by antennas 335a and 335b), for performing
wireless communication with base stations and/or other
devices. Antennas 335a¢ and 3354 are shown by way of
example, and UE device 106 may include fewer or more
antennas. Overall, the one or more antennas are collectively
referred to as antenna 335. For example, the UE device 106
may use antenna 335 to perform the wireless communication
with the aid of radio circuitry 330. As noted above, the UE
may be configured to communicate wirelessly using mul-
tiple wireless communication standards in some embodi-
ments.

[0065] The UE 106 may include hardware and software
components for implementing methods for the UE 106 to
perform techniques for application and service context
aware cell selection in a wireless communication system,
such as described further subsequently herein. The processor
(s) 302 of the UE device 106 may be configured to imple-
ment part or all of the methods described herein, e.g., by
executing program instructions stored on a memory medium
(e.g., a non-transitory computer-readable memory medium).
In other embodiments, processor(s) 302 may be configured
as a programmable hardware element, such as an FPGA
(Field Programmable Gate Array), or as an ASIC (Applica-
tion Specific Integrated Circuit). Furthermore, processor(s)
302 may be coupled to and/or may interoperate with other
components as shown in FIG. 3, to perform techniques for
application and service context aware cell selection in a
wireless communication system according to various
embodiments disclosed herein. Processor(s) 302 may also
implement various other applications and/or end-user appli-
cations running on UE 106.

[0066] In some embodiments, radio 330 may include
separate controllers dedicated to controlling communica-
tions for various respective RAT standards. For example, as
shown in FIG. 3, radio 330 may include a Wi-Fi controller
352, a cellular controller (e.g. LTE and/or LTE-A controller)
354, and BLUETOOTH™ controller 356, and in at least
some embodiments, one or more or all of these controllers
may be implemented as respective integrated circuits (ICs or
chips, for short) in communication with each other and with
SOC 300 (and more specifically with processor(s) 302). For
example, Wi-Fi controller 352 may communicate with cel-
lular controller 354 over a cell-ISM link or WCI interface,
and/or BLUETOOTH™ controller 356 may communicate
with cellular controller 354 over a cell-ISM link, etc. While
three separate controllers are illustrated within radio 330,
other embodiments have fewer or more similar controllers
for various different RATs that may be implemented in UE
device 106.

[0067] Further, embodiments in which controllers may
implement functionality associated with multiple radio
access technologies are also envisioned. For example,
according to some embodiments, the cellular controller 354
may, in addition to hardware and/or software components
for performing cellular communication, include hardware
and/or software components for performing one or more
activities associated with Wi-Fi, such as Wi-Fi preamble
detection, and/or generation and transmission of Wi-Fi
physical layer preamble signals.
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FIG. 4—Block Diagram of an Exemplary Base Station

[0068] FIG. 4 illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary
base station 102, according to some embodiments. It is noted
that the base station of FIG. 4 is merely one example of a
possible base station. As shown, the base station 102 may
include processor(s) 404 which may execute program
instructions for the base station 102. The processor(s) 404
may also be coupled to memory management unit (MMU)
440, which may be configured to receive addresses from the
processor(s) 404 and translate those addresses to locations in
memory (e.g., memory 460 and read only memory (ROM)
450) or to other circuits or devices.

[0069] The base station 102 may include at least one
network port 470. The network port 470 may be configured
to couple to a telephone network and provide a plurality of
devices, such as UE devices 106, access to the telephone
network as described above in FIGS. 1 and 2. The network
port 470 (or an additional network port) may also or alter-
natively be configured to couple to a cellular network, e.g.,
a core network of a cellular service provider. The core
network may provide mobility related services and/or other
services to a plurality of devices, such as UE devices 106. In
some cases, the network port 470 may couple to a telephone
network via the core network, and/or the core network may
provide a telephone network (e.g., among other UE devices
serviced by the cellular service provider).

[0070] The base station 102 may include at least one
antenna 434, and possibly multiple antennas. The antenna(s)
434 may be configured to operate as a wireless transceiver
and may be further configured to communicate with UE
devices 106 via radio 430. The antenna(s) 434 communi-
cates with the radio 430 via communication chain 432.
Communication chain 432 may be a receive chain, a trans-
mit chain or both. The radio 430 may be designed to
communicate via various wireless telecommunication stan-
dards, including, but not limited to, NR, LTE, LTE-A
WCDMA, CDMA2000, etc. The processor 404 of the base
station 102 may be configured to implement and/or support
implementation of part or all of the methods described
herein, e.g., by executing program instructions stored on a
memory medium (e.g., a non-transitory computer-readable
memory medium). Alternatively, the processor 404 may be
configured as a programmable hardware element, such as an
FPGA (Field Programmable Gate Array), or as an ASIC
(Application Specific Integrated Circuit), or a combination
thereof. In the case of certain RATs, for example Wi-Fi, base
station 102 may be designed as an access point (AP), in
which case network port 470 may be implemented to
provide access to a wide area network and/or local area
network (s), e.g., it may include at least one Ethernet port,
and radio 430 may be designed to communicate according to
the Wi-Fi standard.

FIG. 5—Application and Service Context Aware Cell
Selection

[0071] Cell selection and re-selection may commonly be
performed in a user context agnostic manner. For example,
in at least some cellular communication systems, network
configured thresholds may be used in conjunction with
various cell measurements to control how and when cell
selection and re-selection is performed. However, as net-
work deployments become more dense and diverse (e.g.,
including cells of different sizes and/or that are intended to
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cater to different types of service preferences, among various
possibilities), there may be an increasing opportunity for
user experience to be improved by introducing application,
service, and/or wireless device context awareness when
performing cell selection and cell re-selection. For example,
such techniques may have the potential to improve the
Quality of Service (QOS) experienced for the specific appli-
cation(s) or service(s) active at the wireless device, by
increasing the likelihood that the cell with which a wireless
device associates can provide the best performance for the
specific needs or preferences of the specific application(s) or
service(s) active at the wireless device at that particular time.
[0072] Thus, it may be beneficial to specify techniques for
supporting application and service context aware cell selec-
tion. To illustrate one such set of possible techniques, FIG.
5 is a flowchart diagram illustrating a method for performing
application and service context aware cell selection in a
wireless communication system, at least according to some
embodiments.

[0073] Aspects of the method of FIG. 5 may be imple-
mented by a wireless device, e.g., in conjunction with one or
more cellular base stations, such as a UE 106 and a BS 102
illustrated in and described with respect to various of the
Figures herein, or more generally in conjunction with any of
the computer circuitry, systems, devices, elements, or com-
ponents shown in the above Figures, among others, as
desired. For example, a processor (and/or other hardware) of
such a device may be configured to cause the device to
perform any combination of the illustrated method elements
and/or other method elements.

[0074] Note that while at least some elements of the
method of FIG. 5 are described in a manner relating to the
use of communication techniques and/or features associated
with 3GPP and/or NR specification documents, such
description is not intended to be limiting to the disclosure,
and aspects of the method of FIG. 5 may be used in any
suitable wireless communication system, as desired. In
various embodiments, some of the elements of the methods
shown may be performed concurrently, in a different order
than shown, may be substituted for by other method ele-
ments, or may be omitted. Additional method elements may
also be performed as desired. As shown, the method of FIG.
5 may operate as follows.

[0075] In502, the wireless device may determine a current
location of the wireless device. The current location may be
determined using any of a variety of techniques, for example
including use of one or more global navigational satellite
systems (e.g., GPS, GLONASS, etc.) to determine a latitude
and longitude coordinate set for the wireless device. Addi-
tionally, or alternatively, the location determination could be
based at least in part on communication between the wire-
less device and one or more cellular base stations, for
example using cell identification information for the cellular
base station(s) and stored information indicating coordinates
associated with the cell identification information. Other
techniques are also possible.

[0076] In 504, the wireless device may determine one or
more cells associated with the current location of the wire-
less device. At least according to some embodiments, the
wireless device may store information identifying cells
associated with various locations. For example, the location
information for the cells may include cell centroid coordi-
nates and cell radius information, which may allow the
wireless device to determine whether a given set of coordi-

Aug. 1,2024

nates may be within the typical or possible communication
range of the cell. Other formats for associating cells with
locations are also possible. Using such information, the
wireless device may determine a set of cells whose locations
are in the vicinity of the current location of the wireless
device, for example such that those cells may be considered
as potential cells to associate with by the wireless device.

[0077] In 506, the wireless device may determine cell
characteristics for the cells associated with the current
location of the wireless device. The cell characteristics may
include any of a variety of cell characteristics. Some of the
cell characteristics may relate to the configuration param-
eters of the cell. For example, the cell characteristics could
include indicators for whether a cell has enabled cell cipher-
ing, whether connected discontinuous reception (CDRX) is
enabled at a cell (and/or indicating the status of one or more
other power consumption related configuration parameters),
or whether the cell supports voice over packet switched
(VoPS) communication. The cell characteristics could addi-
tionally or alternatively include any of various fundamental
characteristics of a cell, such as a frequency on which the
cell is deployed, a RAT of the cell, a network (e.g., PLMN)
associated with the cell, etc.

[0078] In at least some embodiments, the cell character-
istics may include one or more performance related cell
characteristics, which may be determined based on mea-
sured historical performance. For example, the cell charac-
teristics could include a cell accessibility metric (e.g., which
may be based on how often attempts to access a cell fail
according to the historical performance information, as one
possibility), a cell retainability metric (e.g., which may be
based on how often an established radio link with a cell fails
and/or how often additional cell addition (e.g., through
carrier aggregation (CA), or dual connectivity (DC)) fails
according to the historical performance information, as one
possibility), and/or a cell stability metric (e.g., which may be
based on how often data link stalls and/or device resets occur
for a cell according to the historical performance informa-
tion, as one possibility), among various possibilities.

[0079] The cell characteristics could include one or more
application context based metrics for a cell, at least accord-
ing to some embodiments. For example, the cell character-
istics could include a cell throughput score metric (e.g.,
which may be particularly relevant for application contexts
in which high throughput is particularly important), a cell
latency score metric (e.g., which may be particularly rel-
evant for application contexts in which low latency is
particularly important), and/or a cell voice call quality score
metric (e.g., which may be particularly relevant for appli-
cation contexts in which voice call quality is particularly
important). A cell’s scores for such metrics may be based on
historical performance information for the cell. For example,
the cell throughput score metric may be based on a combi-
nation some or all of average downlink throughput, average
uplink throughput, high percentile uplink and/or downlink
throughput values (e.g., 90%), or low percentile uplink
and/or downlink throughput values (e.g., 10%). Similarly,
the cell latency score metric may be based on a combination
some or all of average latency, a high percentile latency
value (e.g., 90%), or a low percentile latency value (e.g.,
10%). The voice call quality score may be based on a voice
call setup success rate and/or a voice call drop rate. Note that
other application context based scores/metrics are also pos-
sible, and/or that the application context based scores/
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metrics described herein may be determined in other ways,
according to various embodiments.

[0080] Some or all of the cell characteristics for the cells
associated with the current location of the wireless device
may be determined based at least in part on aggregated
crowdsourced data. For example, it may be possible that
multiple wireless devices measure and store and/or report
historical performance information that can be used to
calculate some or all of the cell characteristics. Such infor-
mation may be reported to an aggregating entity (e.g., a
server or group of servers, as one possibility) that determines
cell characteristics for cells based on the aggregated crowd-
sourced historical performance information reported to the
aggregating entity. The determined cell characteristics may
be provided from the aggregating entity (e.g., possibly by
way of one or more intermediate steps) to the wireless
device, and may in turn be used by the wireless device in
accordance with the method of FIG. 5 and/or for any of
various other possible purposes.

[0081] Additionally, or alternatively, some or all of the cell
characteristics for the cells associated with the current
location of the wireless device may be determined based at
least in part on historical cell performance between the
wireless device and those cells. For example, it may be
possible that the wireless device measures and stores his-
torical performance information that can be used (e.g., using
on-device learning) to calculate some or all of the cell
characteristics, and/or to modify cell characteristic informa-
tion determined based on crowdsourced aggregated data to
more closely match the experienced performance of a cell
for the wireless device in particular.

[0082] At least in some embodiments, some or all of the
cell characteristics for the cells associated with the current
location of the wireless device may be determined based at
least in part on signal strength and/or quality measurements
for the one cells associated with the current location of the
wireless device. For example, in some instances, multiple
cell signal strength/quality regions (e.g., with different sig-
nal strength thresholds differentiating the regions) may be
defined for at least some cells, which may have different
associated values for some or all of the cell characteristics
for those cells. Thus, for each cell in the vicinity of the
wireless device, the signal strength/quality of the cell may
inform in which signal strength/quality region the cell is for
the wireless device, and correspondingly the cell character-
istics for the cell associated with that signal strength/quality
region may be determined as the applicable cell character-
istics for the cell.

[0083] In 508, the wireless device may determine a cell
with which to associate based at least in part on the deter-
mined cell characteristics for the cells associated with the
current location of the wireless device. The determination of
the cell with which to associate may be performed in
response to receiving a service request from an application
executing on the wireless device, at least in some embodi-
ments. For example, the wireless device may determine to
establish a radio resource control (RRC) connection with a
cellular base station in order to support a data link with a
cellular network to communicate data on behalf of the
application that triggered the service request, and may select
the cell with which to associate in order to establish the RRC
connection on the selected cell, at least according to some
embodiments. Alternatively, it may also be possible that the
determination of the cell with which to associate is an initial
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cell selection while in idle mode, or a cell re-selection (e.g.,
due to wireless device mobility, or for any of a variety of
other possible reasons).

[0084] For a scenario in which the cell association is
triggered by an application service request, it may be the
case that the wireless device determines an application type,
or a service type, or otherwise determines application con-
text information for the service request. The application
context information may be used to determine which cell
characteristic(s) to prioritize when selecting the cell with
which to associate. For example, the wireless device may
determine whether to prioritize one of throughput, latency,
or voice call quality, and/or another characteristic, for the
cellular link that will serve the application service request.
As another possibility, the wireless device may determine
prioritization weights for each application context based
metric and/or one or more other cell characteristics based on
the nature of the application service request (e.g., as in the
soft assignment case in FIG. 14). The determined applica-
tion context information may be used when selection cell
with which to associate. For example, if a neighbor cell has
a higher score (possibly by at least a configured threshold)
in the application context based metric that the wireless
device has determined to prioritize than a current serving
cell (and otherwise meets one or more criteria for potential
association), the wireless device may determine to re-select
to that neighbor cell (noting that the UE’s cell neighborhood
list may be determined solely by the UE itself, e.g., as
described with respect to step 504, at least according to some
embodiments), e.g., in order to establish the RRC connec-
tion on the cell that is expected to provide better perfor-
mance for the cell characteristic(s) considered most relevant
to the current application/service context of the wireless
device, which may in turn result in actual better performance
for the application that triggered the application service
request than if the RRC connection were established on the
serving cell without performing cell re-selection.

[0085] In some instances, the cell selection may addition-
ally or alternatively be performed based at least in part on
wireless device context information. For example, certain
cells may be filtered out from potentially being selected for
association based on not meeting certain wireless device
context specific criteria. As one such possibility, depending
on a battery/power context of the device (e.g., whether the
wireless device is currently charging, a current battery
reserve level of the wireless device, a current power con-
sumption mode of the wireless device, a current battery
drain rate of the wireless device, etc.), certain cells may (or
may not) be filtered out based on one or more power
consumption related cell characteristics (e.g., whether they
have CDRX enabled or not). As another such possibility,
depending on a privacy context for the wireless device (e.g.,
based on a user configured privacy preference setting or any
of various other considerations), certain cells may (or may
not) be filtered out based on one or more privacy related cell
characteristics (e.g., whether ciphering is enabled). Other
aspects of wireless device context and corresponding filter-
ing mechanisms are also possible.

[0086] Associating with the selected cell by the wireless
device may include establishing a wireless link with a
cellular base station. According to some embodiments, the
wireless link may include a cellular link according to 5G
NR. For example, the wireless device may establish a
session with an AMF entity of the cellular network by way
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of'one or more gNBs that provide radio access to the cellular
network. As another possibility, the wireless link may
include a cellular link according to LTE. For example, the
wireless device may establish a session with a mobility
management entity of the cellular network by way of an eNB
that provides radio access to the cellular network. Other
types of cellular links are also possible, and the cellular
network may also or alternatively operate according to
another cellular communication technology (e.g., UMTS,
CDMA2000, GSM, etc.), according to various embodi-
ments.

[0087] Establishing the wireless link may include estab-
lishing a RRC connection with a serving cellular base
station, at least according to some embodiments. For
example, when the cell association is performed based on an
application service request, the wireless device may estab-
lish a RRC connection to support the application service
request. Establishing the RRC connection may include con-
figuring various parameters for communication between the
wireless device and the cellular base station, establishing
context information for the wireless device, and/or any of
various other possible features, e.g., relating to establishing
an air interface for the wireless device to perform cellular
communication with a cellular network associated with the
cellular base station. After establishing the RRC connection,
the wireless device may operate in a RRC connected state.
In some instances, the RRC connection may also be released
(e.g., after a certain period of inactivity with respect to data
communication), in which case the wireless device may
operate in a RRC idle state or a RRC inactive state. In some
instances, the wireless device may perform handover (e.g.,
while in RRC connected mode) or cell re-selection (e.g.,
while in RRC idle or RRC inactive mode) to a new serving
cell, e.g., due to wireless device mobility, changing wireless
medium conditions, changing application, service, or wire-
less device context, and/or for any of various other possible
reasons.

[0088] Thus, at least according to some embodiments, the
method of FIG. 5 may be used to perform application and
service context aware cell selection. As described herein,
such techniques may result in selection of a cell that can
better meet the QoS preferences or needs of any active
applications or services than application and service context
agnostic cell selection techniques, at least in some instances.

FIGS. 6-14 and Additional Information

[0089] FIGS. 6-14 illustrate further aspects that might be
used in conjunction with the method of FIG. 5 if desired. It
should be noted, however, that the exemplary details illus-
trated in and described with respect to FIGS. 6-14 are not
intended to be limiting to the disclosure as a whole: numer-
ous variations and alternatives to the details provided herein
below are possible and should be considered within the
scope of the disclosure.

[0090] Cell selection and re-selection in at least some
cellular communication systems may be performed based
primarily on radio frequency (RF) measurements in combi-
nation with certain network configured thresholds. For
example, RF signal strength and/or signal quality thresholds,
and/or any of various other possible parameters or thresh-
olds, may be configured by a network to dictate how often
a wireless device attached to the network is expected to
perform neighbor cell measurements, when to perform cell
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re-selection, to which cell to re-select, and/or any of various
other possible cell re-selection related decisions.

[0091] With the increasing proliferation of mobile devices
and the popularity of interactive applications, including in
indoor and hotspot type areas such as offices, stadiums,
shopping malls, subways, etc., cellular traffic is becoming
increasingly extensive. To accommodate such traffic
increases, one approach being used by cellular network
operators (carriers) may include network densification, for
example in 5G and beyond cellular network deployments, to
boost network capacity. Such densification may be achieved
using a hybrid amalgam of a variety of cell types (e.g.,
microcells, picocells, femtocells, relay nodes, remote radio
heads (RRHs), etc.), which may have lower power and cost,
and smaller coverage areas than macro cells. In some
instances, such cells may typically include millimeter wave
(mmWave) cells. Another possible aspect of such a network
densification approach to accommodating increasing cellu-
lar traffic may include providing cells that offer different
service quality guarantees. For example, some such cells
may be configured to serve users that are running applica-
tions that are throughput hungry (e.g., beamforming enabled
mmWave or Wi-Fi hotspots, for example), other such cells
may be configured to serve users that are running applica-
tions that require low latency, while still other cells may be
designed to cater to other use cases, according to various
embodiments.

[0092] Devising a lightweight device-to-cell association
process, which maintains the required end user Quality of
Service (QOS), taking into account the user’s privacy and
mobility needs, and which has a low control overhead, may
be a particular challenge in such a highly dense and dynamic
environment. For example, dense networks, both in terms of
base stations and active users, may mean that UEs, depend-
ing on their geo-location, and cellular neighborhood topol-
ogy and type (e.g., pico, micro, etc.), may perceive highly
dynamic cellular links (e.g., due to interference and/or
reduced cell size) as well as fluctuating QoS (e.g., due to cell
load, cell configuration, cell capabilities, etc.). This may
mean that the cell selection process can have a significant
impact on achievable QoS.

[0093] Accordingly, it may be possible to improve on
existing 3GPP defined device-to-cell association mecha-
nisms, such as the approach previously described herein
using RF measurements in combination with network con-
figured thresholds. Since such techniques may be network
controlled and user-QoS-blind, they may be common for any
user that needs to connect to the network (e.g., as they may
depend mainly or solely on UE received cell power and
interference conditions (e.g., RSRP and SINR), regardless of
the UE location, application level QoS, and privacy needs.
Network side UE context aware (e.g., based on application
needs and/or user geo-location, among various possibilities)
cell association and scheduling may not be possible and/or
preferable in at least some instances in view of privacy
limitations (e.g., mobile devices may choose not to or may
not be allowed to share such privacy sensitive information
with the network). Accordingly, as one possible alternative,
a UE based approach to cell selection/re-selection that
considers device and application context information be
used.

[0094] At least according to some embodiments, such an
approach may make use of historical cell performance
measurements (e.g., which could include historical results



US 2024/0259938 Al

from operation of the wireless device itself, and/or aggre-
gated crowdsourced data from multiple (e.g., other) wireless
devices). Such cell and/or location performance information
may be used to identify which of any available cells at the
location of a UE is expected to provide the best performance
for the UE in view of its current application and device
context. At least in some instances, certain cell characteris-
tics (which may differ based on a cell’s instantaneous load,
the type of users and traffic the cell is intended to serve,
and/or other considerations) may also be considered in the
cell selection/re-selection process, such as whether a cell has
cellular ciphering enabled (e.g., which may impact cell
selection depending on privacy context for the UE), how
power friendly a cell configuration is (e.g., which may
impact cell selection depending on battery/power context for
the UE), whether a cell operates in a spectrum portion that
may be subject to coexistence considerations (e.g., which
may impact cell selection depending on coexistence context
for the UE) with other wireless communication technolo-
gies, and/or any of various other possible cell characteristics.
[0095] In some embodiments, one or more scores, rates,
and/or flags may be assigned to a cell, possibly per RSRP/
SINR region (e.g., of a configured set of RSRP/SINR
regions), as part of such an approach to performing cell
selection or re-selection. These scores/rates/flags may be
designed to reflect the device’s contextual awareness about
the cells that are in the vicinity of its location. The per-cell+
RSRP/SINR region information may be designed to reflect
the cellular link quality and performance in multiple aspects.
[0096] According to some embodiments, application/ser-
vice aware scores could include a cell uplink (UL)/downlink
(DL) throughput score, a cell latency score, and/or a cell
voice call quality score. The cell UL/DL throughput score
may reflect how good a cell is at providing UL, DL, or
concurrent UL/DL, to a throughput hungry application or
service. The cell latency score may reflect how good a cell
is at providing low latency to a low latency hungry appli-
cation or service. The cell voice call quality score may
reflect how good a cell is at supporting high fidelity voice
calls.

[0097] According to some embodiments, cellular link
quality rates could include a cell accessibility rate, a cell
retainability rate, and/or a cell stability rate. The cell acces-
sibility rate may reflect whether a cell can be accessed easily
and reliably. The cell retainability rate may reflect whether
a cellular link can be reliably retained, once the UE is
associated with the cell, for the needed duration of the
connection. The cell stability rate may reflect the stability of
a cellular link (e.g., how likely it would be for a UE
connected to that cell to reset or stall).

[0098] According to some embodiments, cellular link fea-
ture flags could include a cell power saving configuration
flag, a cell ciphering configuration flag, a cell voice over
packet switched (VoPS) flag, and/or a cell coexistence flag.
The cell power saving configuration flag may reflect whether
a cell’s configuration is power consumption friendly or not
(e.g., whether connected mode discontinuous reception
(CDRX) is enabled, as one possible aspect). The cell cipher-
ing configuration flag may reflect whether a cell has cipher-
ing enabled (e.g., for privacy purposes). The cell VoPS flag
may reflect whether a cell is VoPS (e.g., VOLTE and/or
VoNR) capable. The cell coexistence flag may reflect
whether a cell’s frequency band is or can be used in a
spectrum sharing fashion with other technologies (e.g.,
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UWB, Wi-Fi, etc.). Note that such information may be
valuable to UE baseband operation, for example to support
properly instantiating the needed software and hardware
resources upfront and in a timely manner, to cope with the
inference and/or link drop issues that could potentially result
from such coexistence.

[0099] The scores/rates/flags for a cell may be determined
based at least in part on aggregated crowdsourced data,
according to some embodiments. For example, key perfor-
mance indicator (KPI) information, configuration statistics,
and/or other information for any number of cells interacted
with by wireless devices may be collected (with the consent
of all applicable parties), aggregated, and used to determine
the scores/rates/flags for any cells for which such informa-
tion can be collected. Such information may, for example, be
collected from consenting wireless devices associated with
a particular wireless device vendor by one or more servers
configured for such a purpose and used to determine the
scores/rates/flags; some or all such scores/rates/flags may in
turn be provided to wireless devices associated with that
wireless device vendor (e.g., including at least a subset
applicable to the current location of each such wireless
device), for example for use when performing application/
service context aware cell selection or re-selection. Addi-
tionally, or alternatively, the scores/rates/flags for a cell may
be determined using on device historical measurements. As
one such possibility, a local on-device database may collect
historical measurements for cells visited by the wireless
device, and determine QoS perception per application type.
For example, throughput observed on a certain cell could be
used at least in part to determine applicability of that cell for
use for streaming applications, as one possibility.

[0100] FIG. 6 illustrates aspects of an exemplary possible
framework for performing application and service context
aware cell selection in a wireless communication system,
according to some embodiments. In the illustrated scenario,
in 602, a cell association state machine executing on a
wireless device may request information indicating the
current location of the wireless device from a mapping
application executing on the wireless device. In 604, the
mapping application may return the current location infor-
mation to the cell association state machine. The mapping
application may obtain the current location information for
the wireless device based at least in part using global
navigational satellite system (GNSS) communication,
among various possible techniques for determining the
current location of the wireless device.

[0101] In 606, the cell association state machine may
request information regarding cells in the vicinity of the
wireless device from a wireless resource management appli-
cation (e.g., an application programming interface (API))
executing on the wireless device, e.g., by providing coordi-
nate information for the wireless device. In 608, the wireless
resource management application may in turn request infor-
mation indicating cells in the vicinity of the current location
of the wireless device from a source of stored cell location
information for the wireless device, such as a cell location
service API. In 610, a list of LTE and NR cells for the current
location of the wireless device may be provided to the
wireless resource management entity, which may, in 612,
provide the requested information regarding cells in the
vicinity of the wireless device to the cell association state
machine.
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[0102] In 614, the cell association state machine may
request application/service/configuration information (e.g.,
scores/rates/flags) for the cells around the wireless device
from an entity storing such cell information. The cell infor-
mation may be computed at least in part using crowdsourced
telemetry feedback information aggregated from multiple
wireless device, e.g., by a centralized server, and may be
provided to the entity storing the cell information on the
wireless device, which may, in 616, return cell preference
score and configuration metric information for the cells
around the wireless device. In 618, the cell information,
including any scores/metrics obtained from the crowd-
sourced computation, possibly additionally with on-device
learning based adjustments and/or additions from historical
cell performance results experienced by the wireless device
itself, may be provided to modem baseband of the wireless
device. The modem baseband may use this information to
select a best cell with which to associate, for example based
on the current application/service/device context for the
wireless device. In 620, the modem baseband may also
provide telemetry feedback to the cell association state
machine. The telemetry feedback may relate to historical
cell performance results experienced by the wireless device,
which may be provided to the entity performing the crowd-
sourced computation of cell performance/configuration
information, and/or used by the wireless device itself for
on-device learning.

[0103] FIG. 7 illustrates exemplary possible cell informa-
tion for cells under consideration for cell selection in an
application and service context aware cell selection process
such as the approach illustrated in and described with
respect to FIG. 6, according to some embodiments. As
shown, in the illustrated scenario, various scores, rates, and
flags for each of various cells in the vicinity of a wireless
device may be available to the wireless device to facilitate
cell selection. Such detailed cell information may be used to
determine a cell preference for a cell with which to associ-
ate, which may be biased or weighted to certain scores/rates/
flags depending on the application/service/device context
for the wireless device. Alternatively, such detailed cell
information may be used to determine a cell preference for
a cell with which to associate in a wireless device context
free manner, e.g., if desired.

[0104] FIGS. 8A-8B illustrate exemplary aspects of pos-
sible cell filtering techniques that can be used in an appli-
cation and service context aware cell selection process,
according to some embodiments. In particular, in the sce-
nario of FIG. 8A, in which cell ciphering configuration is
used to filter out cells that do not meet the cell ciphering
criteria for a wireless device, cells A, C, and D meet the
criteria, while cells B and E do not meet the criteria. In
contrast, in the scenario of FIG. 8B, a wireless device in the
same location that uses power impacting configuration to
filter out cells that do not meet power friendly criteria for a
wireless device, cells C, D, and E meet the criteria, while
cells A and B do not meet the criteria. Thus, depending on
wireless device context, different cells may be preferred in
different scenarios. Note that it is also possible that a
wireless device could have multiple cell configuration pref-
erence criteria relating to different cell configuration char-
acteristics, in which case such filtering could be performed
sequentially (e.g., to filter out cells B and E based on cell
ciphering criteria, then to also filter out cell A based on
power friendly criteria, leaving cells C and D as candidate
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cells for cell selection, as one possibility). Note also that
other cell configuration preference criteria, in addition or
alternatively to the cell configuration preference criteria
illustrated in FIGS. 8A-8B, are also possible.

[0105] FIGS. 9-11 illustrate exemplary aspects of a pos-
sible cell selection process in which application and service
context impacts cell selection, according to some embodi-
ments. In particular, FIG. 9 illustrates aspects of a scenario
in which cell selection preference is based at least in part on
voice call quality scores for cells in the vicinity of a wireless
device, FIG. 10 illustrates aspects of a scenario in which cell
selection preference is based at least in part on latency scores
for cells in the vicinity of a wireless device, and FIG. 11
illustrates aspects of a scenario in which cell selection
preference is based at least in part on throughput scores for
cells in the vicinity of a wireless device.

[0106] As shown, in the scenario of FIG. 9, baseband
circuitry of a wireless device may receive a service request
(e.g., from an application processor of the wireless device),
which may be triggered by a voice call (e.g., phone) appli-
cation. The baseband circuitry may perform cell selection to
determine a cell on which to attempt to establish a radio
resource control (RRC) connection for the service request.
The cell selection may compare the voice call quality scores
for cells in the vicinity of the wireless device, determine that
cell C has a better voice call quality score than the current
serving cell (cell A), and may accordingly determine to
instead associate with cell C, e.g., in order to establish the
RRC connection on a cell that is likely to provide better
voice call quality.

[0107] In the scenario of FIG. 10, baseband circuitry of a
wireless device may receive a service request, which may be
triggered by a conferencing application. The baseband cir-
cuitry may perform cell selection to determine a cell on
which to attempt to establish a RRC connection for the
service request. At least in some instances, low latency may
be considered a high priority for the conferencing applica-
tion, and so the cell selection may compare the latency
scores for cells in the vicinity of the wireless device. Based
on the comparison, the wireless device may determine that
cell D has a better data latency score than the current serving
cell (cell A), and may accordingly determine to instead
associate with cell D, e.g., in order to establish the RRC
connection on a cell that is likely to provide better data
latency.

[0108] In the scenario of FIG. 11, baseband circuitry of a
wireless device may receive a service request, which may be
triggered by a streaming (e.g., TV) application, an applica-
tion store application, or another application for which
throughput may be considered a high priority. The baseband
circuitry may perform cell selection to determine a cell on
which to attempt to establish a RRC connection for the
service request. The cell selection may compare the through-
put scores for cells in the vicinity of the wireless device.
Based on the comparison, the wireless device may deter-
mine that cell E has a better throughput score than the
current serving cell (cell A), and may accordingly determine
to instead associate with cell E, e.g., in order to establish the
RRC connection on a cell that is likely to provide better
throughput.

[0109] Thus, depending on the application that triggers a
service request and/or the type of service request, a wireless
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device may be able to choose a cell with which to associate
that is expected to provide the best link for the triggering
application/service type.

[0110] The cell information used may include any of a
variety of possible scores, rates, flags, and/or other indica-
tors, which may be based on any of a variety of possible
performance metrics. FIG. 12 is a table illustrating one such
set of possible scores, rates, flags, etc., that can be used as
a basis for at least some of the techniques described herein.
Note that the illustrated set of scores, rates, and flags are
provided as examples of some such possible indicators, and
that numerous other possible indicators and/or numerous
variations on the provided example indicators are also
possible. Note regarding FIG. 12: Devices may have to be in
connected mode and go through a time and resource con-
suming measurement and control information reception pro-
cess to estimate some or all of the illustrated KPIs/flags,
such that crowdsourcing from multiple devices may benefit
the KPI collection and score/flag/rate derivation process.
[0111] As shown, one possible indicator may include a
radio access technology (RAT) type for a cell, for example
among NR standalone (SA), NR non standalone (NSA),
LTE, etc.

[0112] One possible rate may include a cell accessibility
and retainability rate. The cell accessibility portion of the
rate may contribute a certain weight (e.g., 50%) to the
overall rate, and may be based on how often random access
channel (RACH) procedure failures occur on a cell. The cell
retainability portion of the rate may be based on how often
radio link failures occur on a cell and how often additional
cell addition (e.g., through carrier aggregation (CA) or dual
connectivity (DC)) failures occur on a cell, each of which
may also contribute a certain weight (e.g., 25%) to the
overall rate. At least in some embodiments, a lower acces-
sibility and retainability failure rate may be better. Another
possible rate may include a cell level stability rate. Such a
rate may be based on how often data link stalls occur on a
cell, and how often device resets occur on a cell, with each
such contributing consideration being weighted (e.g., at 50%
each, as one possibility) in its contribution to the overall rate.
At least in some embodiments, a lower cell stability failure
rate may be better.

[0113] Possible cellular link feature flags could include a
power consumption configuration flag, a ciphering flag, a
VoPS flag, and/or a coex flag, among various possibilities.
The power consumption configuration flag could be based
on whether the cell configuration includes connected dis-
continuous reception (CDRX) enablement, e.g., indicating
that the cell configuration allows UEs to sleep for power
saving purposes. The ciphering flag could be based on
whether the cell configuration includes ciphering enable-
ment, e.g., indicating that the cell configuration allows UEs
to have secure and privacy preserving links with the cellular
network. The VoPS flag could be based on whether the cell
is VoPS (e.g., VOLTE and/or VoNR) capable, e.g., indicating
that the cell configuration allows UEs to perform VoPS calls
via the cell. The Coex flag may be based on whether a cell
operates in a spectrum portion that may be subject to
coexistence considerations (e.g., which may impact cell
selection depending on coexistence context for the UE) with
other wireless communication technologies. Note that such
information may be valuable to UE baseband operation, for
example to support properly instantiating the needed soft-
ware and hardware resources upfront and in a timely man-
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ner, to cope with the inference and/or link drop issues that
could potentially result from such coexistence. Cellular link
feature flags could also be provided in relation to any of
various other possible cell characteristics, as desired.
[0114] One possible application/service aware cell score
could include a cell throughput bandwidth estimate. Such a
score may be based on various throughput profile charac-
teristics of a cell. For example, each of the DL throughput
average, DL throughput 90th percentile, DL throughput 10th
percentile, UL throughput average, UL throughput 90th
percentile, and UL throughput 10th percentile values may be
weighted in various proportions (e.g., 18%, 9%, 23%, 18%,
9%, and 23%, respectively, as one possibility) to quantify
the size of the cellular throughput bandwidth of the link with
the cell. At least in some embodiments, a higher throughput
bandwidth quality score may be considered better.

[0115] Another possible application/service aware cell
score could include a cell latency estimate. Such a score may
be based on various latency characteristics of a cell. For
example, each of the latency average, latency 90th percen-
tile, and latency 10th percentile may be weighted in various
proportions (e.g., 44%, 23%, and 33%, respectively, as one
possibility) to quantify the degree to which the cellular link
is considered latency friendly. At least in some embodi-
ments, a higher latency quality score may be considered
better.

[0116] Yet another possible application/service aware cell
score could include a voice call quality score. Such a score
may be based on voice call quality characteristics of a cell.
For example, each of the VoPS call drop rate and the VoPS
call setup success rate may be weighted in various propor-
tions (e.g., 54.55% and 45.45%, respectively, as one possi-
bility) to quantify the quality of the cellular link when used
to perform voice calls. At least in some embodiments, a
higher voice call quality score may be considered better.
[0117] Note that for at least some types of cell information
(e.g., certain KPIs), devices may need to be in connected
mode and go through a potentially time and resource con-
suming measurement and control information reception pro-
cess to be able to obtain estimates for these values. Accord-
ingly, there may be significant potential benefit from
utilizing crowdsourced information from a relatively large
number of devices to derive these values, e.g., in order to
potentially obtain a relatively large sample size and rela-
tively high accuracy/precision of the derived values, possi-
bly with minimal or no additional sample collection burden
on any given individual device beyond the scope of its
ordinary operating activity, at least in some instances.
[0118] In some embodiments, at least some cell perfor-
mance information may be calculated on a per cell strength/
quality region basis. For example, different RSRP/SINR
regions (or per cell heat-maps) even within the same cell
may be defined, and different accessibility and retainability
failure rates, stability failure rates, throughput bandwidth
scores, latency scores, and/or voice call quality scores may
be calculated for a cell for each such region. These regions
or heat maps can also be estimated using crowdsourced
measurement data, at least according to some embodiments.
In some instances, such regions may be relatively dynamic
(e.g., may change at various times, based on a device’s
velocity, cell instantaneous load, etc.), and may potentially
be updated as new/updated crowdsourced data becomes
available. In a typical multi-cell scenario, to pick a cell to
associate to, a device may accordingly measure the instan-
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taneous actual RSRP/SINR values per cell and then may
compare those to the per cell region thresholds (e.g., derived
based on crowdsourced data), to decide in which RSRP/
SINR region each cell belongs. Thus, when determining
suitability for cell selection, the cell scores/rates/flags used
may be specific to the RSRP/SINR region observed by the
wireless device performing the cell selection.

[0119] FIG. 13 illustrates exemplary aspects of such a
possible set of cell information that includes at least some
different values for different RSRP/SINR regions, according
to some embodiments. As shown, in the illustrated scenario,
three RSRP/SINR regions may be defined for a cell provided
by a cell tower. The RSRP/SINR regions may be defined by
certain threshold RSRP and/or SINR values that differentiate
the regions from each other, at least as one possibility. These
threshold values may be configured as desired; for the
purposes of clarity in explanation, the different regions may
simply be referred to herein as a “good” region, a “moder-
ate” region, and a “bad” region. Note that different numbers
of RSRP/SINR regions may be used, if desired. As shown,
in the illustrated scenario, the accessibility and retainability
failure rates, stability failure rates, and throughput band-
width scores are different in each different RSRP/SINR
region, while the latency scores are consistent in all three
regions, and the voice call quality scores are consistent in the
good and moderate RSRP/SINR regions but different in the
bad RSRP/SINR region. Note also that at least some cell
characteristics may not be dependent on the RSRP/SINR
region, and as such may not be calculated differently for
different RSRP/SINR regions. For example, in the illustrated
scenario, the network, cell identifier, cell location (coordi-
nates), RAT, ciphering flag, power friendly flag, VoPS flag,
and coexistence flag may be consistent across all RSRP/
SINR regions. Notes regarding FIG. 13: Scores and rates can
vary with the RSRP/SINR regions (these may be referred to
as per cell heat-maps), even within the same cell. These can
be calculated offline using crowdsourced data. The RSRP/
SINR region boundaries shown are for illustrative purpose;
they can change very dynamically, and can depend on device
velocity, cell instantaneous load, etc. In a multi-cell sce-
nario, to pick a cell to associate to, a device may measure the
instantaneous actual RSRP/SINR values per cell, compare
those to the per cell region thresholds (derived from crowd-
sourced data), and decide accordingly.

[0120] FIG. 14 is a flowchart diagram illustrating exem-
plary aspects of a possible cell selection process that con-
siders application and service context, according to some
embodiments. In the illustrated scenario, in 1402, a wireless
device may be in RRC idle mode with respect to cellular
operation. In 1404, a service request may be received from
an application processor of the wireless device, and in 1406,
cell information for surrounding cells, including cell con-
figuration information and any available cell scores/rates/
flags/etc. for those cells may be obtained by cellular base-
band circuitry of the wireless device. In 1408, any cell
without ciphering may be filtered out from the cell selection
process. If all available cells have no ciphering, in 1410, the
cell that has the highest receive signal strength and/or
quality may be selected and the wireless device may operate
in a limited service mode, e.g., to limit potential privacy
infringement from the lack of cell ciphering.

[0121] If at least some cells remain after filtering out any
cells with no ciphering, in 1412, cells with receive signal
strength and/or quality (e.g., RSRP+SINR) below a config-
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ured threshold (“X”) may be filtered out from the cell
selection process. If all remaining available cells have signal
strength/quality below the configured threshold, in 1414, the
cell search may be stopped and the wireless device baseband
operations may enter a sleep mode.

[0122] If at least some cells remain after filtering out any
cells with receive signal strength and/or quality below the
configured threshold, one or more checks on the battery/
power consumption status of the wireless device may be
performed. In 1416, it may be determined whether the
wireless device is charging (e.g., is connected to an external
power source) or has battery capacity/reserves above a
configured threshold (“Z”). If not, in 1418, cells with certain
power constraints (e.g., CDRX off, or otherwise flagged as
not power consumption friendly) may be filtered out from
the cell selection process. If the wireless device is not
charging, does not have battery capacity/reserves above the
configured threshold, and all remaining cells have power
constraints (e.g., CDRX off, or otherwise flagged as not
power consumption friendly), in 1420, a further check
whether current battery drain is above a configured threshold
rate (“Y”’) and battery capacity/reserves are below the con-
figured threshold Z. If so, in 1422, the cell with the highest
receive signal and/or quality may be selected and the wire-
less device may operate in a low data mode, e.g., to limit
further battery reserve drain.

[0123] If the wireless device is charging, or has battery
capacity/reserves above the configured threshold Z, or at
least some cells remain after filtering out cells with power
constraints, or current battery drain is not above the config-
ured threshold rate Y, in 1424, further filtering based on
accessibility/retainability (A/R), stability, and/or applica-
tion/service aware scores may be performed. Such filtering
may include keeping up to a certain number of cells with the
best A/R, stability, and application/service aware scores
while discarding any other cells from the cell selection
process, filtering out cells with the A/R, stability, and
application/service aware scores that do not meet one or
more configured threshold requirements, and/or any of vari-
ous other filtering approaches.

[0124] After such filtering, there may be multiple possible
approaches to performing application context aware cell
selection, including a first case and a second case. In the first
case, hard application context assignment may be per-
formed, and the cell selection process may proceed from
step 1424 to step 1426. In 1426, it may be determined
whether the application context for the current service
request is a voice call context, a low latency requirement
context, or a high throughput required context. If the current
service request is a voice call context, in 1428, the remaining
cell with the highest voice call quality score may be selected.
If the current service request is a low latency requirement
context, in 1430, the remaining cell with the highest latency
score may be selected. If the current service request is a high
throughput required context, in 1432, the remaining cell
with the highest throughput bandwidth quality score may be
selected.

[0125] As an alternative, in the second case, soft applica-
tion context assignment may be performed, and the cell
selection process may proceed from step 1424 to step 1434.
In 1434, the application context may be determined using an
application score weighting approach, in which weights may
be applied to each of the voice call quality score, the
throughput bandwidth quality score, and the latency score
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for each cell in accordance with the relative importance of
each score to the application or service type associated with
the service request. Note that if desired, A/R and/or stability
rates can also be included in the weighted sum with their
own combined or individual weighting factors. In 1436, the
remaining cell with the highest weighted sum of scores may
be selected. Note that at least in some embodiments, the
weights may be configured such that the sum of the weights
adds to 100% (e.g., A+B+C=100%, in the illustrated sce-
nario of FIG. 14). As previously noted herein, the scores and
rates used in the cell selection may depend on the measured
RSRP/SINR for each cell under consideration, at least in
some embodiments. Notes regarding FIG. 14: Signal
strength may refer to RSRP+SINR. A possible weights
condition for soft assignment may include: A+B+C=100%.
Values of A, B, and C may depend on App needs. A/R and
Stability rates can be added to the weighted sum in case of
soft assignment with a weight D that depends on App needs,
where A+B+C+D=100%. Scores and rates used may depend
on measured RSRP/SINR.

[0126] It should be noted that, additionally or alternatively
to using detailed cell performance and configuration infor-
mation for application/service/device context aware cell
selection, such information can be used for any of various
other purposes. As one such possibility, the baseband
resource controller (e.g., the access stratum radio resource
controller (AS-RRC) of a wireless device may use derived
cell scores, rates, and flags, in conjunction with the device’s
geo-location and velocity estimates, to determine when the
device is approaching locations with potentially problematic
cellular behavior (e.g., tunnels, known areas with bad cov-
erage, etc., for which score/rate values may provide an
indication) and act proactively to avoid dropping the cellular
link and/or recovering cellular service more quickly if
dropping the cellular link cannot be avoided.

[0127] Such AS-RRC proactive actions could include
increasing the rate at which cellular measurements are
performed, e.g., to increase the chance of finding a good cell
to move to, in case the serving cell conditions are degrading
and scores/rates of nearby cells are as good or better than the
current serving cell. Another possible action could include
triggering single shot measurements on a given frequency
before trying to reselect or be handed over to its correspond-
ing cell. This may help make the cell association process
more robust against noisy measurements that result in a
“ghost cell” effect, where a device detects a cell when there
is actually no real cell, thus helping to reduce or avoid the
possibility of re-selection/handover ping-pong scenarios.
Yet another possible action could include applying some
general or cell specific offsets for the re-selection/handover
criteria depending on the scores, to fulfill QoS application
needs when scores of surrounding cells are as good as or
better than the serving cell score. Still another possible
action could include determining not to reselect to a cell if
it does not support certain features, such as if VoPS is not
supported and the AP side service request is triggered by a
voice application. Such action may prevent the device from
needing to perform a potentially time and resource consum-
ing evolved packet service (EPS) fallback before establish-
ing the voice call, which could affect the overall end user
perceived call quality. Note that any of various other such
proactive actions (e.g., performed by the AS-RRC and/or
other device entities) based on cell performance and con-
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figuration information, device geo-location, device velocity,
and/or other considerations are also possible.

[0128] In the following further exemplary embodiments
are provided.
[0129] One set of embodiments may include an apparatus,

comprising: a processor configured to cause a wireless
device to: determine a current location of the wireless
device; determine one or more cells associated with the
current location of the wireless device; determine applica-
tion context based metric information for the one or more
cells associated with the current location of the wireless
device; and determine a cell with which to associate from the
one or more cells associated with the current location of the
wireless device based at least in part on the application
context based metric information for the one or more cells
associated with the current location of the wireless device.
[0130] According to some embodiments, the application
context based metric information for the one or more cells
associated with the current location of the wireless device is
determined based at least in part on one or more of aggre-
gated crowdsourced data or historical cell performance
measurements performed by the wireless device.

[0131] According to some embodiments, the processor is
further configured to cause the wireless device to: receive a
service request from an application executing on the wire-
less device; and determine an application type of the appli-
cation from which the service request is received, wherein
the cell with which to associate is determined further based
at least in part on the application type of the application from
which the service request is received.

[0132] According to some embodiments, the application
context based metric information for the one or more cells
associated with the current location of the wireless device is
determined based at least in part on one or more signal
strength measurements or signal quality measurements for
the one or more cells associated with the current location of
the wireless device.

[0133] According to some embodiments, the processor is
further configured to cause the wireless device to: determine
one or more cell characteristics or expected cell performance
information for the one or more cells associated with the
current location of the wireless device based at least in part
on one or more of aggregated crowdsourced data or histori-
cal cell performance measurements performed by the wire-
less device.

[0134] According to some embodiments, the one or more
cell characteristics or expected cell performance information
include information for one or more of: a power consump-
tion configuration metric; a ciphering support metric; a voice
over packet switched (VoPS) support metric; a cell acces-
sibility metric; a cell retainability metric; or a cell stability
metric.

[0135] According to some embodiments, the application
context based metric information includes information for
one or more of: a cell throughput metric; a cell latency
metric; or a cell voice call quality metric.

[0136] Another set of embodiments may include a wire-
less device, comprising: an antenna; a radio operably
coupled to the antenna; and a processor operably coupled to
the radio; wherein the wireless device is configured to:
determine a current location of the wireless device; deter-
mine one or more cells associated with the current location
of the wireless device; determine cell performance informa-
tion for one or more application context based metrics for
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each of the one or more cells associated with the current
location of the wireless device; and determine a cell with
which to associate from the one or more cells associated
with the current location of the wireless device based at least
in part on the cell performance information for the one or
more application context based metrics for each of the one
or more cells associated with the current location of the
wireless device.

[0137] According to some embodiments, the cell perfor-
mance information for at least one cell of the one or more
cells associated with the current location of the wireless
device is determined based at least in part on historical cell
performance between the wireless device and the at least one
cell.

[0138] According to some embodiments, the cell perfor-
mance information for at least one cell of the one or more
cells associated with the current location of the wireless
device is determined based at least in part on aggregated
crowdsourced data.

[0139] According to some embodiments, the wireless
device is further configured to: receive aggregated crowd-
sourced data indicating cell performance information for the
one or more application context based metrics for a plurality
of cells, wherein the plurality of cells include the at least one
cell of the one or more cells associated with the current
location of the wireless device.

[0140] According to some embodiments, the cell perfor-
mance information for the one or more application context
based metrics for each of the one or more cells associated
with the current location of the wireless device is determined
based at least in part on one or more signal strength
measurements or signal quality measurements for each of
the one or more cells associated with the current location of
the wireless device.

[0141] According to some embodiments, the one or more
application context based metrics include one or more of: a
cell throughput metric; a cell latency metric; or a cell voice
call quality metric.

[0142] Yet another set of embodiments may include a
method, comprising: by a wireless device: determining a
current location of the wireless device; determining one or
more cells associated with the current location of the wire-
less device; determining one or more cell characteristics for
the one or more cells associated with the current location of
the wireless device based at least in part on aggregated
crowdsourced data for the one or more cells associated with
the current location of the wireless device, wherein the one
or more cell characteristics for the one or more cells asso-
ciated with the current location of the wireless device
include at least one application context based metric; and
determining a cell with which to associate from the one or
more cells associated with the current location of the wire-
less device based at least in part on the one or more cell
characteristics for the one or more cells associated with the
current location of the wireless device.

[0143] According to some embodiments, determining the
cell with which to associate from the one or more cells
associated with the current location of the wireless device is
further based at least in part on one or more wireless device
context characteristics for the wireless device.

[0144] According to some embodiments, the one or more
wireless device context characteristics include one or more
of: whether the wireless device is currently charging; a
current battery reserve level of the wireless device; a current
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power consumption mode of the wireless device; or a
current battery drain rate of the wireless device.

[0145] According to some embodiments, determining the
cell with which to associate from the one or more cells
associated with the current location of the wireless device is
further based at least in part on application context infor-
mation for the wireless device.

[0146] According to some embodiments, the application
context information for the wireless device includes priori-
tization information for one or more of throughput, latency,
or voice call quality for one or more applications active at
the wireless device.

[0147] According to some embodiments, at least a subset
of the one or more cell characteristics for the one or more
cells associated with the current location of the wireless
device are determined based at least in part on one or more
signal strength measurements or signal quality measure-
ments for the one or more cells associated with the current
location of the wireless device.

[0148] According to some embodiments, the one or more
cell characteristics include one or more of: a cell accessi-
bility metric; a cell retainability metric; a cell stability
metric; a power consumption configuration metric; a cipher-
ing support metric; a voice over packet switched (VoPS)
support metric; a cell throughput metric; a cell latency
metric; or a cell voice call quality metric.

[0149] A further exemplary embodiment may include a
method, comprising: performing, by a wireless device, any
or all parts of the preceding examples.

[0150] Another exemplary embodiment may include a
device, comprising: an antenna; a radio coupled to the
antenna; and a processing element operably coupled to the
radio, wherein the device is configured to implement any or
all parts of the preceding examples.

[0151] A further exemplary set of embodiments may
include a non-transitory computer accessible memory
medium comprising program instructions which, when
executed at a device, cause the device to implement any or
all parts of any of the preceding examples.

[0152] A still further exemplary set of embodiments may
include a computer program comprising instructions for
performing any or all parts of any of the preceding
examples.

[0153] Yet another exemplary set of embodiments may
include an apparatus comprising means for performing any
or all of the elements of any of the preceding examples.
[0154] Still another exemplary set of embodiments may
include an apparatus comprising a processing element con-
figured to cause a wireless device to perform any or all of the
elements of any of the preceding examples.

[0155] It is well understood that the use of personally
identifiable information should follow privacy policies and
practices that are generally recognized as meeting or exceed-
ing industry or governmental requirements for maintaining
the privacy of users. In particular, personally identifiable
information data should be managed and handled so as to
minimize risks of unintentional or unauthorized access or
use, and the nature of authorized use should be clearly
indicated to users.

[0156] Any of the methods described herein for operating
a user equipment (UE) may be the basis of a corresponding
method for operating a base station, by interpreting each
message/signal X received by the UE in the downlink as
message/signal X transmitted by the base station, and each
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message/signal Y transmitted in the uplink by the UE as a
message/signal Y received by the base station.

[0157] Embodiments of the present disclosure may be
realized in any of various forms. For example, in some
embodiments, the present subject matter may be realized as
a computer-implemented method, a computer-readable
memory medium, or a computer system. In other embodi-
ments, the present subject matter may be realized using one
or more custom-designed hardware devices such as ASICs.
In other embodiments, the present subject matter may be
realized using one or more programmable hardware ele-
ments such as FPGAs.

[0158] In some embodiments, a non-transitory computer-
readable memory medium (e.g., a non-transitory memory
element) may be configured so that it stores program instruc-
tions and/or data, where the program instructions, if
executed by a computer system, cause the computer system
to perform a method, e.g., any of a method embodiments
described herein, or, any combination of the method
embodiments described herein, or, any subset of any of the
method embodiments described herein, or, any combination
of such subsets.

[0159] Insomeembodiments, a device (e.g., a UE) may be
configured to include a processor (or a set of processors) and
a memory medium (or memory element), where the memory
medium stores program instructions, where the processor is
configured to read and execute the program instructions
from the memory medium, where the program instructions
are executable to implement any of the various method
embodiments described herein (or, any combination of the
method embodiments described herein, or, any subset of any
of the method embodiments described herein, or, any com-
bination of such subsets). The device may be realized in any
of various forms.

[0160] Although the embodiments above have been
described in considerable detail, numerous variations and
modifications will become apparent to those skilled in the art
once the above disclosure is fully appreciated. It is intended
that the following claims be interpreted to embrace all such
variations and modifications.

1. A wireless device, comprising:

a memory;

a radio; and

aprocessor operably coupled to the radio and the memory,

the processor configured to:

determine a first cell and a second cell associated with
a current location of the wireless device;

determine a first privacy related cell characteristic for
the first cell and a second privacy related cell char-
acteristic the second cell; and

select a target cell from the first cell or the second cell
based at least in part on the first and second privacy
related cell characteristics; and

the radio configured to:

connect to a cellular network using the target cell.

2. The wireless device of claim 1, wherein to select the
target cell comprises filtering out one of the first cell and the
second cell based on the first and second privacy related cell
characteristics, wherein the target cell is not filtered out.

3. The wireless device of claim 2, wherein the target cell
enables ciphering and said filtering out comprises filtering
out any cell without ciphering.
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4. The wireless device of claim 1, wherein the first and
second privacy related cell characteristics comprise feature
flags of the first cell and the second cell, respectively.

5. The wireless device of claim 1, wherein the first and
second privacy related cell characteristics correspond to
whether the first cell or the second cell allow for secure and
privacy preserving links.

6. The wireless device of claim 1, wherein the first and
second privacy related cell characteristics comprise whether
ciphering is enabled at the first cell or the second cell,
respectively.

7. The wireless device of claim 1, wherein the processor
is further configured to determine the current location of the
wireless device.

8. A processor configured to:

determine a first cell and a second cell associated with a

current location of a wireless device;

determine a first privacy related cell characteristic for the

first cell and a second privacy related cell characteristic
the second cell; and

select a target cell from the first cell or the second cell

based at least in part on the first and second privacy
related cell characteristics; and

connect to a cellular network using the target cell.

9. The processor of claim 8, wherein to select the target
cell comprises filtering out one of the first cell and the
second cell based on the first and second privacy related cell
characteristics, wherein the target cell is not filtered out.

10. The processor of claim 9, wherein the target cell
enables ciphering and said filtering out comprises filtering
out any cell without ciphering.

11. The processor of claim 8, wherein the first and second
privacy related cell characteristics comprise feature flags of
the first cell and the second cell, respectively.

12. The processor of claim 8, wherein the first and second
privacy related cell characteristics correspond to whether the
first cell or the second cell allow for secure and privacy
preserving links.

13. The processor of claim 8, wherein the first and second
privacy related cell characteristics comprise whether cipher-
ing is enabled at the first cell or the second cell, respectively.

14. The processor of claim 8, wherein the processor is
further configured to determine the current location of the
wireless device.

15. A method, comprising:

determine a first cell and a second cell associated with a
current location of a wireless device;

determine a first privacy related cell characteristic for the
first cell and a second privacy related cell characteristic
the second cell; and

select a target cell from the first cell or the second cell
based at least in part on the first and second privacy
related cell characteristics; and

connect to a cellular network using the target cell.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein to select the target
cell comprises filtering out one of the first cell and the
second cell based on the first and second privacy related cell
characteristics, wherein the target cell is not filtered out.

17. The method of claim 15, wherein the first and second
privacy related cell characteristics comprise feature flags of
the first cell and the second cell, respectively.
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18. The method of claim 15, wherein the first and second
privacy related cell characteristics correspond to whether the
first cell or the second cell allow for secure and privacy
preserving links.

19. The method of claim 15, wherein the first and second
privacy related cell characteristics comprise whether cipher-
ing is enabled at the first cell or the second cell, respectively.

20. The method of claim 15, further comprising: deter-
mine the current location of the wireless device.
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