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Description

[Technical Field]

[0001] The present invention relates to a method for
manufacturing a tobacco material.

[Background Art]

[0002] Oral tobacco products such as snus are ob-
tained by accommodating a tobacco material in a pack-
aging material formed out of a material such as a non-
woven fabric. A user utilizes this oral tobacco product by
placing same inside the oral cavity.
[0003] Given that the oral tobacco product is used in
this manner, undesirable components contained in the
tobacco material may seep out of the tobacco material
into the oral cavity of the user. In this regard, Patent doc-
ument 1 for instance discloses a technology for lowering
the amount of nitrosamine contained in a tobacco mate-
rial during the manufacturing of an oral tobacco product.
[0004] Patent document 1 discloses the feature of dry-
ing air-dried, yellowed tobacco leaves through a natural
drying step and a controlled drying step, to reduce nitrite
nitrogen and nitrosamine in the tobacco material.
[0005] Patent document 2 discloses an invention per-
taining to a display mechanism of a drying room that is
used for drying of flue-cured variety tobacco. Regarding
drying of flue-cured variety tobacco, Patent document 2
discloses the feature of raising the temperature from
38°C at an initial stage up to 68°C ultimately, and setting
a yellowing period to about 95 to 75% RH and a drying
period of tobacco stems to about 50 to 20% RH.
[0006] Unlike the foregoing art, Patent document 3 dis-
closes art relating to a smokeless tobacco composition,
and mentions a coloring agent as being included in the
composition.
[0007] Known drying methods of tobacco leaves in-
clude fire-drying of green wrappers that are used mainly
as a material for cigars (Non-patent document 1). Non-
patent document 1 discloses a standard temperature-
humidity operation diagram regarding drying of tobacco
leaves before leaf tobacco turns yellow (yellowing) (fer-
mentation period: dry bulb of 35°C, wet bulb of 29 de-
grees C, 10 to 14 hours; color and gloss fixing period:
dry bulb of 45 to 50°C, wet bulb of 32 to 34°C, 20 to 26
hours; tobacco stem drying period: dry bulb of 55 to 70°C,
wet bulb of 37°C, 30 to 36 hours). Non-patent document
1 indicates that in the product obtained in accordance
with the above drying method the yield of a green wrapper
article was 33.5%.

[Citation List]

[Patent Document]

[0008]

[Patent document 1] Japanese Patent No. 3922985
[Patent document 2] Japanese Patent Application
Publication No. 2007-267712
[Patent document 3] Japanese Translation of PCT
Application No. 2009-508523

[Non-Patent Document]

[0009]

[Non-patent document 1] Bulletin of Morioka Tobac-
co Experiment Station, 14, 17-30, 1980
EP 2 957 185 A1 published after the priority date of
the present application represents further back-
ground art.

[Summary of Invention]

[Technical Problem]

[0010] In the method disclosed in Non-patent docu-
ment 1, tobacco leaves are dried in a state where green
color is maintained, but it was found that when a tobacco
material obtained in accordance with that method was
extracted with water, the color of the resulting extract was
brown. An extract having such a dark color may leave an
undesirable impression to a user of the tobacco product
in which the tobacco material is used.
[0011] In the method disclosed in Patent document 1,
a drying treatment (microwave or controlled drying) is
carried out after yellowing of the tobacco leaves. In the
method disclosed in Patent document 1, specifically, the
timing of the treatment of harvested tobacco leaves is
disclosed to be a point in time at least after the tobacco
is no longer in a green state.
[0012] In the method disclosed in Patent document 2,
the drying treatment is conducted after yellowing period
of tobacco leaves, and hence it is deemed that the color
of the treated tobacco leaves are yellow.
[0013] In the light of the above, it is deemed that the
green color of the tobacco materials obtained in accord-
ance with the methods disclosed in Patent document 1
and 2 is not preserved in either case. Extracts that enter
into the oral cavity are expected to take on a dark color
in cases where an oral tobacco product uses a tobacco
material obtained by performing a drying treatment on
yellowed tobacco leaves, as in the method disclosed in
Patent document 1, or uses a tobacco material that un-
dergoes yellowing after drying, as in the tobacco material
having gone through the method disclosed in Patent doc-
ument 2.
[0014] As indicated above, Patent document 3 illus-
trates a coloring agent as a material that is incorporated
into a smokeless tobacco composition. Although such a
technique allows imparting color to a smokeless tobacco
composition, the coloring action was due to the coloring
agent included in the composition.
[0015] Accordingly, it is an object of the present inven-
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tion to provide a method for manufacturing a tobacco
material in which the green color of the tobacco material
is maintained, without using a coloring agent, and in
which an enzyme eliciting enzymatic browning in the to-
bacco material is inactivated, in order to lighten the color
of an extract of the tobacco material resulting from ex-
traction with water as a solvent.

[Solution to Problem]

[0016] As a result of diligent research, the inventors
found that the above problems can be solved by subject-
ing a specific tobacco leaf material to a specific heating
treatment, as a result of which the obtained tobacco ma-
terial takes on a green color, and an enzyme eliciting
enzymatic browning contained in the tobacco leaves be-
comes inactivated, whereby green color is retained and
an extract obtained through extraction of the tobacco ma-
terial with water exhibits a light color, and arrived at the
present invention on the basis of these findings.
[0017] Specifically, the present invention is as follows.

[1] A method for manufacturing a tobacco material,
having a step of heating a tobacco leaf material hav-
ing an a* value of 1.0 or less expressed according
to the L*a*b* method and having a moisture content
of 8 weight% or less, at a temperature of 75°C or
higher and in a humidity-controlled environment, in
such a manner that the a* value is 1.0 or less and
activity of an enzyme eliciting enzymatic browning
is 0.1 U/g or less, wherein said humidity-controlled
environment is an environment at 3% RH to 60%
RH. [2] The manufacturing method of [1], wherein
the humidity-controlled environment is an environ-
ment in which relative humidity is kept substantially
constant between 3% RH and 60% RH.
[3] The manufacturing method according to any one
of [1] or [2], wherein the temperature in the step of
heating is 99°C or lower.

[Effects of Invention]

[0018] In the present invention the color of the extract
that enters the oral cavity of the user when the latter uti-
lizes the obtained tobacco material as an oral tobacco
product does not become dark-colored. Further, the to-
bacco material of the present invention retains a green
color.

[Brief Description of Drawings]

[0019]

[Fig. 1]
Fig. 1 is a diagram illustrating greenness (a* value)
after a respective heating time has elapsed, for each
relative humidity, in a tobacco material obtained in
Example 2 (heating temperature (a) : 78°C, (b) :

85°C) .
[Fig. 2]
Fig. 2 is a diagram illustrating ABS 420 nm after a
respective heating time has elapsed, for each rela-
tive humidity, in the tobacco material obtained in Ex-
ample 2 (heating temperature (a): 78°C, (b): 85°C).
[Fig. 3]
Fig. 3 is a diagram illustrating PPO activity after a
respective heating time has elapsed, for each rela-
tive humidity, in the tobacco material obtained in Ex-
ample 2 (heating temperature (a): 78°C, (b): 85°C).
[Fig. 4]
Fig. 4 is a diagram illustrating an example of points
(stars) selected for colorimetry (a* value) of tobacco
leaves (tobacco leaf material) prior to a being treat-
ed.

[Description of Embodiments]

<Tobacco leaf material>

[0020] The type of tobacco serving as the tobacco ma-
terial used in the oral tobacco product produced in ac-
cordance with the present invention is not particularly
limited, and examples thereof include for instance vari-
eties of the genus Nicotiana, such as flue-cured and Bur-
ley varieties of Nicotiana tabacum, as well as brasilia
varieties of Nicotiana rustica.
[0021] In the manufacturing method of the present in-
vention, the tobacco leaf material that is used as a to-
bacco material is a tobacco leaf material having an a*
value, expressed according to the L*a*b* method, of 1.0
or less, and having a moisture content of 8 weight% or
less.
[0022] Such a tobacco leaf material can be obtained
in accordance with a known method. For instance, the
method disclosed in Non-patent document 1 above, spe-
cifically, the conditions set out in the standard tempera-
ture-humidity operation diagram described in Non-patent
document 1, can be resorted to herein.
[0023] In a specific implementation, firstly drying is per-
formed (fermentation period) for 3 to 24 hours at 20 to
40°C, at a relative humidity (which in some instances
may be expressed in the form of the difference between
"dry bulb temperature" and "wet bulb temperature") of 40
to 80% RH (hereafter, "% RH" will be used as units of
relative humidity); thereafter, drying is performed for 24
to 72 hours at 40 to 55°C and relative humidity of 40 to
70% RH (color and gloss fixing period: leaves dry); and
thereafter, drying is performed for 0 to 120 hours at 60
to 70°C and relative humidity of 5 to 30% RH (tobacco
stem drying period: drying up to the tobacco stem). If
such a method is resorted to, the respective steps may
be performed separately or continuously. A continuous
process is preferable herein in terms of preserving the
green color of the tobacco leaf material.
[0024] Drying over the tobacco stem drying period may
be omitted. In such a case, the drying time of the color
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and gloss fixing period becomes longer, and the moisture
content of the tobacco leaf material that is obtained are
sufficiently reduced down to at least 8 weight% or less.
[0025] When the moisture content of the tobacco leaf
material used in the manufacturing method of the present
invention exceeds 8 weight%, the green color of the to-
bacco leaf material fades significantly in a subsequent
heating step.
[0026] In the present invention, the term "tobacco leaf
material" denotes a material that is subjected to the man-
ufacturing method of the present invention, but which
does not undergo the specific heating step described be-
low. The term "tobacco material" denotes a material ob-
tained as a result of the specific heating step described
below.
[0027] For instance tobacco leaves after harvesting
but before turning yellow can be used as the tobacco leaf
material having an a* value of 1.0 or less expressed ac-
cording to the L*a*b* method.
[0028] The language "to turn yellow" signifies that the
greater part, for instance 60% or more, or even 90% or
more of the surface area of the harvested leaves change
color to a degree where the a* value expressed according
to the L*a*b* method takes on a value larger than 1.0.
The (green) pigment present in tobacco leaves decreas-
es after the leaves have been harvested, causing the
tobacco leaves to turn yellow. The a* value of the tobacco
leaves after harvesting ranges ordinarily from about -9
to about -1.5.
[0029] The tobacco leaf material used in the manufac-
turing method of the present invention is not particularly
limited so long as it satisfies the above conditions. Be-
sides the method illustrated in Non-patent document 1,
a procedure may be resorted to wherein after harvesting
of the tobacco leaves, the portion of the leaves from which
the tobacco stem has been removed may be subjected
to a treatment process. Alternatively, the tobacco leaves
after harvesting may be subjected to removal of moisture
by pressing or the like, and be then subjected to a treat-
ment process. Further, the tobacco leaves after harvest-
ing may be refrigerated or frozen and stored, and be sub-
sequently subjected to a treatment process.
[0030] The smaller the a* value according to the L*a*b*
method, the stronger is the green color. The green color
can be made stronger by harvesting the tobacco leaves
at an earlier date than when the tobacco leaves are to
be used in ordinary cigarettes. A lower limit of -20 or more
for the range in the a* value is suitable herein from the
standpoint of securing the green color of the tobacco ma-
terial. The greenness (a* value) is suitably -2 or less in
cases where the green color of the tobacco material is
to be made stronger.
[0031] The a* value of the tobacco leaves prior to being
treated is measured as follows.
[0032] The color at 20 sites on the surface of tobacco
leaves is measured using a spectrophotometer (KONICA
MINOLTA/CM-3500d, by Konica Minolta Holdings, Inc.).
Color definitions are expressed according to the L*a*b*

color system used by the Commission International de
l’Eclairage (CIE) and JIS.
[0033] The 20 sites on the surface of the tobacco
leaves are uniformly selected at, for example, the center
and periphery of the leaves, as indicated by stars in Fig. 4.
[0034] The color measurement operation involves ir-
radiating standard light (Standard Illuminant D65 for
colorimetry; reference light in CIE and ISO) and meas-
uring the reflected light (reflection colorimetry/specular
component excluded (SCE) method), to obtain numerical
values. A smaller a* value obtained upon measuring the
tobacco leaves under these conditions may be regarded
as indicating a greener color.

<Heating step>

[0035] The manufacturing method of the present in-
vention has a step of heating the above tobacco leaf ma-
terial at a temperature of 75°C or higher and in a humidity-
controlled environment, in such a manner that the a* val-
ue is 1.0 or less and the activity of enzyme eliciting en-
zymatic browning (PPO) is 0.1 U/g or less.
[0036] As a result of such heating, polyphenyl oxidase
(PPO) contained in the tobacco material that is obtained
becomes inactivated, and a state is preserved where the
a* value of the tobacco material is 1 or less, i.e. green
color is retained.
[0037] In one implementation of heating, the heating
temperature can be set for instance to 75°C or higher, or
alternatively to 80°C or higher. In yet another implemen-
tation the temperature can be set to 85°C or higher. The
upper limit of heating temperature includes for instance
99°C or lower, or 90°C or lower in another implementa-
tion. The heating temperature may be kept substantially
constant, within the above ranges, during the heating
step.
[0038] The relative humidity during heating may be set
to lie in the range of 3% RH to 60% RH.
[0039] The relative humidity during heating may be
kept substantially constant, within the above ranges of
relative humidity.
[0040] The feature of relative humidity being kept sub-
stantially constant denotes herein a state where the rel-
ative humidity is maintained continuously within a fluctu-
ation range of about 610%.
[0041] In one implementation, the heating time may be
set to about 1 hour to 3 days.
[0042] The heating time may be set to be longer, to
reduce relative humidity (for instance 20% or lower), in
terms of reliably inactivating PPO activity, or may be set
to be shorter, to increase the relative humidity (for in-
stance, in excess of 30%), in terms of keeping the a*
value low, for a same heating temperature condition.
[0043] Concrete implementations values of heating
temperature, relative humidity and heating time include
for instance the following.
[0044] In a case where the heating temperature is set
to lie in the range of 75°C to less than 80°C and the
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relative humidity in the range of 3% RH to 20% RH, the
heating time can be set to 48 hours or longer. Meanwhile,
the upper limit of the heating time in this case can be set
to 96 hours or shorter.
[0045] In a case where the heating temperature is set
to about 80 to 85°C and the relative humidity to 3% RH
to less than 10% RH, the heating time can be 24 hours
or longer. Meanwhile, the upper limit of the heating time
in this case can be 96 hours or shorter.
[0046] In a case where the heating temperature is set
to about 80 to 85°C and the relative humidity to 10% RH
to less than 40% RH, the heating time can be about 4 to
18 hours.
[0047] In a case where the heating temperature is set
to about 80 to 85°C and the relative humidity to 40% RH
to 60% RH, the heating time can be about 1 to 2 hours.
[0048] Implementations other than the above are not
particularly limited and can be adopted so long as the a*
value of the obtained tobacco material is 1.0 or less and
PPO activity is 0.1 U/g or less.
[0049] A thermo-hygrostat can for instance be used
herein as a device that allows performing heating in such
a manner that the a* value of the obtained tobacco ma-
terial is 1.0 or less and PPO activity is 0.1 U/g or less.
Specific examples include for instance a thermo-hygro-
stat (PR-3KPH) by ESPEC Corp.
[0050] The a* value of the tobacco material obtained
through the manufacturing method of the present inven-
tion can be measured by crushing a tobacco material,
having been dried to a moisture content of 3 to 5 weight%,
down to 1 to 2 mm (mesh) using a grinder, and by meas-
uring the color of the crushed sample using a spectro-
photometer. Color definitions are expressed according
to the L*a*b* color system, similarly to the above-de-
scribed color measurement of the tobacco leaves.
[0051] In the color measurement operation, numerical
values can be obtained by charging a sample powder
into a glass vessel, to a layer thickness of 1 cm, directing
standard light (Standard Illuminant D65 for colorimetry;
reference light in CIE and ISO) at the sample from the
bottom of the vessel, and measuring the reflected light
(reflection colorimetry/specular component excluded
(SCE) method).
[0052] The color of an extract of the tobacco material
obtained according to the manufacturing method of the
present invention, using water as the extraction solvent,
exhibits an absorbance at the 420 nm wavelength (also
notated as "ABS 420 nm") of 1.0 or less.
[0053] The above absorbance is ordinarily 0.2 or more
if the tobacco material is not subjected to the steps of the
manufacturing method of the present invention.
[0054] Extraction with water is accomplished in ac-
cordance with the following procedure.
[0055] Herein 1 part by weight of tobacco material ob-
tained by lowering the moisture content to 5 weight% or
less and by crushing is weighed and added to 25 parts
by weight of water at 22°C. Shaking extraction is then
carried out for about 10 minutes. The resulting extract is

left to stand at the same temperature for about 20 min-
utes, followed by filtering using a 0.20 mm membrane
filter. The filtered solution is diluted two-fold with water
and the 420 nm wavelength absorbance is measured
using an absorption spectrophotometer. Absorbance is
measured in the present invention over an optical path
of 1 cm.
[0056] In the present invention, the numerical value of
absorbance under the above conditions is also referred
to as "degree of browning". A larger numerical value of
the latter entails a higher degree of brownness of the
extract. In the present invention, the terms brown and
brown-colored are synonymous.
[0057] The degree of browning can be adjusted by var-
ying the heating treatment temperature and time for low-
ering PPO activity in the method for manufacturing a to-
bacco material described above.
[0058] To curtail increases in the degree of browning,
specifically, it is effective to raise the temperature of the
heating treatment and/or to prolong the time of the heat-
ing treatment, in order to reduce PPO activity. The tem-
perature and time of the heating treatment are adjusted
in accordance with the relative humidity, from the view-
point of preserving the greenness of the tobacco material.
[0059] The enzyme activity value of the tobacco ma-
terial can be obtained by adding a solution of enzyme
protein extracted from a sample and a potassium phos-
phate buffer solution (pH 6.0) to the cell of an absorption
spectrophotometer, with mixing of the solutions, and by
adding to the resulting mixture a 10 mM pyrocatechol
solution as a substrate, followed by measurement of the
increase in the 420 nm wavelength absorbance with re-
spect to a reference, at 40°C. For instance a solution
obtained through mixing of a potassium phosphate buffer
solution instead of the enzyme protein solution can be
used as the reference. As the extraction conditions there
is used a method identical to that in the examples de-
scribed below.
[0060] The amount of enzyme that raises the absorb-
ance of the sample (ΔABS) by 0.01 over a period of 1
minute, after subtracting the increment in absorbance
derived from the reference, is defined as 1 U.
[0061] In the method for manufacturing a tobacco ma-
terial of the present invention, the tobacco material is
obtained as a result of a process that involves heating a
specific tobacco leaf material under specific conditions,
as described above. Freeze-drying alone would suffice
herein in terms of just increasing the greenness (a* value)
of the tobacco material after drying. However, the tobac-
co material obtained by freeze-drying alone suffers a
marked drop in quality after drying, and undergoes
browning as it absorbs moisture after drying.
[0062] Extracts of tobacco materials that have only
been freeze-dried exhibit pronounced browning. The re-
quirements that the tobacco material should be green in
color and that an extract thereof should exhibit a low de-
gree of browning, which are the effects of the present
invention, are not satisfied in such a case.

7 8 



EP 3 172 974 B1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

<Oral tobacco product>

[0063] The tobacco material obtained in accordance
with the manufacturing method of the present invention
can be used for instance as an oral tobacco product.
Examples of the oral tobacco product include snus, gum,
chewing tobacco, snuff, compressed tobacco (tablets,
sticks and the like) and edible films.
[0064] In a case for instance where the oral tobacco
product produced in accordance with the present inven-
tion is snus, the latter can be obtained by filling the above-
described tobacco material, in accordance with a known
method, into a packaging material that uses for instance
a starting material such as a nonwoven fabric. For in-
stance, snus can be obtained by filling the tobacco ma-
terial while adjusting the amount of the latter, and by seal-
ing the whole for instance through heat sealing.
[0065] The packaging material that can be used is not
particularly limited, but a cellulosic nonwoven fabric or
the like is preferably used herein.
[0066] In a case where the raw material of the present
invention is to be made into an oral tobacco product, and
more specifically into gum, the latter is obtained by mixing
the above tobacco material used in the present invention
with a known gum base, in accordance with a known
method. Chewing tobacco and snuff, and compressed
tobacco as well, can be obtained in accordance with
known methods, but utilizing herein the tobacco material
that is used in the present invention. Edible films as well
can be obtained using known materials and in accord-
ance with known methods, but utilizing herein the above
tobacco material that is used in the present invention.
[0067] In a case where the tobacco material of the
present invention is used as an oral tobacco product, the
proportion of the tobacco material obtained through the
manufacturing method of the present invention can be
adjusted as appropriate, but is preferably as high as pos-
sible, preferably of 40 weight% or more, more preferably
60 weight% or more, yet more preferably 80weight% or
more, even more preferably 98 weight% or more, and
particularly preferably 100 weight%, with respect to the
total amount of the tobacco material.
[0068] If the oral tobacco product that uses the tobacco
material of the present invention is to contain tobacco
materials other than the above specific tobacco material,
then materials that do not detract from the effect of the
present invention are used as such other tobacco mate-
rials.
[0069] The degree of browning of the extract of the
tobacco material of the present invention is low. This is
accordingly expected to allow suppressing seeping of
brown color to the packaging material in which the article
that uses the tobacco material is packed. Further, the
color of the tobacco material is kept green.

Examples

[0070] The present invention will be explained next

more specifically by way of examples, but the invention
is not limited to the examples below, so long as the in-
vention does not go beyond the gist thereof.

<Reference example 1>

[0071] Lower leaves of leaf tobacco of domestic Burley
were harvested and were placed in a mechanical drying
room, where the leaves were dried in a controlled atmos-
phere. The controlled atmosphere will be explained next.
[0072] Firstly, the harvested leaves were kept for 12
hours at a dry bulb temperature of 36°C and a wet bulb
temperature of 29°C (75% RH). Next, the mesophyll was
dried for 24 hours at a dry bulb temperature of 45°C and
a wet bulb temperature of 32°C (relative humidity 42%).
Lastly, the entirety of the tobacco leaves, including the
tobacco stem, was dried for 36 hours in an atmosphere
at a dry bulb temperature of 68°C and a wet bulb tem-
perature of 40°C (20% RH), to yield a tobacco leaf ma-
terial. The above drying step conforms to the drying meth-
od disclosed in Non-patent document 1.
[0073] The ABS 420 nm of a water extract of this to-
bacco leaf material was 1.82, and the PPO activity in the
tobacco leaf material was 0.43 U/g.

<Example 1>

[0074] In contrast to the reference example, in Exam-
ple 1 according to the manufacturing method of the
present invention a tobacco leaf material was obtained
by firstly keeping a dry bulb temperature of 36°C and a
wet bulb temperature of 29°C (75% RH) for 12 hours in
accordance with the method disclosed in Non-patent
document 1, drying next the mesophyll for 24 hours at a
dry bulb temperature of 45°C and a wet bulb temperature
of 32°C (relative humidity 42%), and drying then the leaf
veins for 36 hours in an atmosphere at a dry bulb tem-
perature of 68°C and a wet bulb temperature of 40°C
(20% RH). The a* value herein was -5.966 and the mois-
ture content was 6.36% weight%. After drying, the tobac-
co leaf material was heated for 60 minutes in a humidity-
conditioned atmosphere at a dry bulb temperature of
85°C and a wet bulb temperature of 69°C (50% RH), to
yield a tobacco material. The obtained tobacco material
had an a* value of -2.5 and PPO activity of 0.016 U/g.
The ABS 420 nm of a water extract was 0.67.
[0075] Both the tobacco leaf material and tobacco ma-
terial obtained in Reference example 1 and in Example
1 exhibited green color, and the colorimetric value (a*
value) measured using a spectrophotometer was 1.0 or
less in both cases.
[0076] However, the ABS 420 nm of the water extract
of the tobacco leaf material obtained in Reference exam-
ple 1 was 1.82, indicative of browning.
[0077] It was thus found that in terms of merely obtain-
ing a green tobacco leaf material, a conventional tech-
nology such as the one described in Non-patent docu-
ment 1 can be resorted to, but the color of the extracted
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product upon soaking with water exhibited intense
browning.

(Measurement of enzyme activity)

[0078] Measurement of the PPO activity of the tobacco
leaf material and the tobacco material was performed as
follows. A sample of 1 g of for instance crushed tobacco
leaf material was weighed in a 100 mL vial. To the latter
there was added 50 mL of a 20 mM potassium phosphate
buffer (pH 6.0); the resulting sample was homogenized
for 2 minutes in an ice-cooled environment, and the sam-
ple was further ultrasonified for 30 minutes in an ice-
cooled environment.
[0079] Thereafter, the resulting extracted product was
filtered using a 0.2 mm membrane filter (membrane ma-
terial: cellulose acetate). The resulting filtrate was a crude
enzyme solution used for enzyme activity measurement.
The PPO activity measurement was conducted using the
enzyme solution, reaction buffer and substrate solution
described above. The procedure for activity measure-
ment is as follows.
[0080] Herein 900 mL of a 100 mM potassium phos-
phate buffer (pH 6.0) was mixed with 100 mL of crude
enzyme solution, and the temperature of the mixture was
adjusted to 40°C. Then 1000 mL of a 10 mM pyrocatechol
solution were mixed with the above mixture, and the rate
of increase of absorbance at 420 nm was measured using
a spectrophotometer. As a control there was used 1000
mL of a 100 mM potassium phosphate buffer (pH 6.0)
having no enzyme solution mixed thereinto. The amount
of enzyme that causes the absorbance (ΔABS) of the
crude enzyme solution to increase by 0.01 over 1 minute
was defined as 1 U.

(Measurement of a* value)

[0081] The color in the outer appearance of the tobac-
co leaf material and the tobacco material was measured
in accordance with the following procedure.
[0082] A tobacco leaf material or tobacco material hav-
ing been dried down to a moisture content of 3 to 5% was
crushed down to 1 to 2 mm (mesh) using a grinder (Min-
iBlender, by Melitta Japan, Ltd. (Tokyo, Japan)), and the
color of the crushed sample was measured using a spec-
trophotometer (KONICA MINOLTA/CM-3500d, by Koni-
ca Minolta Holdings, Inc.). The color definitions were ex-
pressed according to the L*a*b* color system used by
the Commission International de l’Eclairage (CIE) and
JIS.
[0083] The color measurement operation involved ob-
taining numerical values by charging a sample powder
into a glass vessel, to a layer thickness of 1 cm, directing
standard light (Standard Illuminant D65 for colorimetry;
reference light in CIE and ISO) at the sample from the
bottom of the vessel, and measuring the reflected light
(reflection colorimetry/specular component excluded
(SCE) method).

[0084] The degrees of greenness (a* value) of tobacco
leaves (frozen product) after harvesting but prior to dry-
ing, of the Burley variety, flue-cured variety and Nicotiana
rustica, which are ordinary tobacco leaves, were as fol-
lows: Burley variety: -2.160.3, flue-cured variety:
-2.560.6, Nicotiana rustica: -4.660.5.

(Measurement of ABS 420 nm)

[0085] The degree of browning of extracts of the to-
bacco leaf material and of the tobacco material was
measured in accordance with the method below. For in-
stance a material (tobacco leaves) dried to a moisture
content of 5% or less is weighed out in an amount of 0.4
g, then 10 mL of water is added, and shaking extraction
is carried out for 10 minutes at 22°C. After shaking, the
extract was left to stand at 22°C for 20 minutes, and was
then filtered with a 0.20 mm pore diameter membrane
filter (Whatman PVDF membrane, by GE Healthcare UK
Ltd. (Buckinghamshire, UK)). The filtered solution was
diluted two-fold with water and the 420 nm wavelength
absorbance was measured using an absorption spectro-
photometer.

<Example 2>

[0086] A tobacco leaf material obtained by performing
a drying treatment in accordance with the same method
as in Reference example 1 was used herein, the relative
humidity was adjusted to a specific value, in an environ-
ment at a heating temperature of 78°C or 85°C, and then
there were measured the changes in physical properties
(a* value, ABS 420 nm, PPO activity) of the tobacco leaf
material (tobacco material) as heating time went by.
[0087] Specifically, the relative humidity was adjusted
to 5% RH, 20% RH, 30% RH, 40% RH or 50% RH, and
the various physical properties were measured upon
elapsing of 1 hour, 2 hours, 4 hours, 8 hours (,24 hours)
of heating time.
[0088] The results are illustrated in Fig. 1 (a* value),
Fig. 2 (ABS 420 nm) and Fig. 3 (PPO activity). The vertical
axis (a*) in Fig. 1 illustrates spectrophotometer data ex-
pressed according to the L*a*b* method; a smaller a*
value entails a greener color. In Fig. 2, a higher absorb-
ance (larger Y-axis value) entails a browner color. In Fig.
3, a higher value of PPO activity (larger Y-axis value)
entails a lower stability of the green color of the tobacco
material.
[0089] The results of Figs. 1 to 3 revealed that heating
temperature, relative humidity and heating time are im-
portant in order to lower PPO activity without incurring a
large drop in greenness of the tobacco leaf material, and
that it is necessary to go through a predetermined heating
time under conditions of temperature of 75°C or higher
and controlled relative humidity.
[0090] It was found that the higher relative humidity is,
the faster the PPO activity drops. It was also found that
PPO activity drops sufficiently if the heating time is made
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longer, even under a condition of low relative humidity.

<Reference example 2>

Yellowing of harvested tobacco leaves

[0091] Flue-cured (FCV) tobacco leaves that had been
stored until the greater part of the leaf surface had turned
yellow were measured using a colorimeter. As a result,
the greenness (a* value) of the portion that turned yellow,
which accounted for the greater part of the leaf surface,
was 2.060.7. The a* value of the tobacco leaves when
microwave-dried and made into a yellow tobacco mate-
rial was 5.360.1, and the absorbance (ABS 420 nm) was
1.57.
[0092] Specifically, the tobacco leaves are referred to
as "leaves having turned yellow" when the greater part
of the tobacco leaf surface (60% or more of the surface
area) has a greenness (a* value) larger than 1.0.
[0093] The enzyme activity value of tobacco leaves not
having undergone the heating treatment of the present
invention were 4.64 U/g (freeze-dried leaves of a Burley
variety (Michinoku)) and 6.42 U/g (freeze-dried leaves of
a Burley variety (Burley 21)).
[0094] The manufacturing method of the present in-
vention allows thus obtaining a tobacco material in which
a finish green color can be fixed stably, through further
heating, under specific conditions, of a tobacco leaf ma-
terial having had the a* value and moisture content there-
of adjusted to a predetermined value or lower. The un-
derlying mechanism herein is inactivation of the enzyme
eliciting enzymatic browning (polyphenyl oxidase: PPO)
contained in tobacco leaves.

[Industrial Applicability]

[0095] In the tobacco material obtained through the
manufacturing method of the present invention, the green
color of the tobacco leaves is retained and the activity of
the enzyme eliciting enzymatic browning is inactivated.
Accordingly, an extract obtained through extraction of
the tobacco material with water exhibits a light color, and
it becomes possible to prevent coloring caused by seep-
ing of an oral tobacco product in the oral cavity of the
user when the latter consumes an oral tobacco product
that uses the above tobacco material.

Claims

1. A method for manufacturing a tobacco material,
comprising: heating a tobacco leaf material having
an a* value of 1.0 or less expressed according to the
L*a*b* method and having a moisture content of 8
weight% or less, at a temperature of 75°C or higher
and in a humidity-controlled environment, such that
said a* value is 1.0 or less and activity of an enzyme
eliciting enzymatic browning is 0.1 U/g or less,

wherein said humidity-controlled environment is an
environment at 3% RH to 60% RH.

2. The manufacturing method of claim 1, wherein said
humidity-controlled environment is an environment
in which relative humidity is kept substantially con-
stant between 3% RH and 60% RH.

3. The manufacturing method of any one of claims 1 or
2, wherein the temperature in said step of heating is
99°C or lower.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zur Herstellung eines Tabakmaterials,
umfassend: Erhitzen eines Tabakblattmaterials, das
einen a*-Wert von 1,0 oder weniger aufweist, aus-
gedrückt gemäß der L*a*b*-Methode, und einen
Feuchtigkeitsgehalt von 8 Gew.-% oder weniger bei
einer Temperatur von 75 °C oder mehr und in einer
feuchtigkeitskontrollierten Umgebung aufweist, so
dass der a*-Wert 1,0 oder weniger beträgt und die
Aktivität eines Enzyms, das eine enzymatische
Bräunung hervorruft, 0,1 U/g oder weniger beträgt,
wobei die feuchtigkeitskontrollierte Umgebung eine
Umgebung bei 3 % RF bis 60 % RF ist.

2. Herstellungsverfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die
feuchtigkeitskontrollierte Umgebung eine Umge-
bung ist, in der die relative Feuchtigkeit im Wesent-
lichen konstant zwischen 3 % RF und 60 % RF ge-
halten wird.

3. Herstellungsverfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 1
oder 2, wobei die Temperatur im Schritt des Erhit-
zens 99 °C oder weniger beträgt.

Revendications

1. Procédé destiné à fabriquer une matière de tabac,
comprenant : le chauffage d’une matière de feuille
de tabac présentant une valeur a* de 1,0 ou moins
exprimée selon la méthode L*a*b* et présentant une
teneur en humidité de 8 % en poids ou moins, à une
température de 75°C ou plus et dans un environne-
ment à humidité contrôlée, de telle sorte que ladite
valeur a* est 1,0 ou moins et l’activité d’une enzyme
provoquant un brunissement enzymatique est 0,1
U/g ou moins, dans lequel ledit environnement à hu-
midité contrôlée est un environnement de 3 % HR à
60 % HR.

2. Procédé de fabrication selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel ledit environnement à humidité contrôlée est
un environnement dans lequel l’humidité relative est
maintenue sensiblement constante entre 3 % HR et
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60 % HR.

3. Procédé de fabrication selon l’une quelconque des
revendications 1 ou 2, dans lequel la température
dans ladite étape de chauffage est 99°C ou moins.
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