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To ?t/l (thon, it nu(u? concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE R. MCGINNIS, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Ar 
genta, in the county of Macon and State of 

5 Illinois, have invented new and useful Im 
provements in Scoop-Boards or End-Gates for 
Wagon-Bodies, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to certain new and 

Io useful improvements in end-gates for wagon 
bodies, and embodies in its construction 
means whereby when the scoop-board is low 
ered for use it will be supported by engage 
ment with a projecting end of the wagon-box 

I5 and by pins attached to the side-boards of the 
Wagon-box, the pins passing through seg 
mental and eccentrically-disposed slots in the 
side wings of the scoop-board, the organiza 
tion of the parts being such that when the 

2O scoop-board is placed in a vertical position it 
will bear upon a sill-piece or batten attached 
to the under side of the bottom boards of the 
wagon-box, the scoop-board being retained in 
such position by a latch, which engages with 

25 the pin, and by a stop which abuts against 
the batten. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a perspective view showing my invention ap 
plied to a wagon-box, the scoop-board being 

3O maintained in a vertical position to close the 
end thereof. Fig. 2 is a side elevation, the 
scoop-board being shown lowered. Fig. 3 is 
a perspective view of a casting, which pro 
vides a brace for the side wings, and a latch 

35 carrying frame. Fig. 4 is a detail view of the 
latch, and Fig. 5 a view of one of the pins 
which are attached to the wagon-box. 
The wagon-box A is provided near its rear 

end and beneath its bottom boards with a sill 
piece or batten a, which projects beyond the 
sides A. The bottom boards extend slightly 
beyond the rear ends of the side pieces A", and 
to said side pieces are secured pins b, which 
project from a base-piece formed integral 

45 with the pins, and through the perforations 
in the base-piece are passed bolts for holding 
the fixture in place. 
The Scoop-board or end-gate B has on its 

outer side transverse cleats, and through the 
5o side wings B are segmental or sector-shaped 

slots C, the curve thereof being struck from 
a center which is considerably beyond the 
lower corner of the scoop-board. The slots 
C are of a width which will permit the pas 
sage therethrough of the pins b, and the main 55 
slot C is connected or communicates with a 
slot c, which leads to one edge of the scoop 
board. 
The side wings of the scoop-board Badja 

cent to the slots or pin-passages C c are rein- 6o 
forced or braced by castings D, each made in 
a single piece, which are shaped on one side 
to correspond with the contour of the pin 
passages. The ?urved portion d of the cast 
ing D has adjacent to the end of the slot C 65 
an outwardly - projecting portion d' for the 
reception of a latch E, the same being held 
in place by a pine, which is passed through 
the casting and latch, a springfengaging the 
latch and the side wings B". The latch is 7o 
shaped to provide a lug, which engages the pin 
band holds the same againstone end of the slot 
when the board is raised, this latch having a 
handpiece for lifting the same out of the path 
of the pin, said handpiece also limiting the 75 
movement of the latch by abutting against an 
outwardly-projecting portion d of the cast 
ing or brace D. The casting is provided near 
the end of the slot c with an outwardly-curved 
portion d", beneath which the pin b may pass 8o 
when it is desired to remove the end-gate from 
the wagon-box. Both ends of the casting D 
are bent at right angles, said bent-over por 
tions being secured to the scoop-board and to 
the lower cleat thereof, as shown. The cast- 85 
ing serves to brace the side wings B", the 
straight part forming a tie-piece, and below 
said tie-piece the side wings have extended 
portions l', which are adapted to bear or rest 
upon the batten a when the scoop-board is 9o 
raised. 
When the scoop-board is in a vertical po 

sition, as illustrated by Fig. 1 of the draw 
ings, the lug or projecting portion of the latch 
holds the pin against the end of the curved 95 
slot C, and the projecting portions b' of tho 
side wings bear upon the laterally-projecting 
end of the sill or batten a. To lower the 
scoop-board, it is only necessary to release 
the latches from the pins, and as the board Ioo 
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is swung downward the slot, and curved por 
tion of the brace moving over the pins will 
raise the end of the scoop-board, so that the 
bottom boards thereof will rest upon the up 
per sides of the bottom boards of the wagon 
box, thus positioning the scoop-board above 
the bottom boards of the wagon-box, so that 
it will not be cut or injured by the shovels or 
scoops. To remove the scoop-board from the 
Wagon-box, it is first lowered, as is shown in 
Fig. 2, and then the end adjacent to the wagon 
is raised so that the pins will enter the straight 
portion of the slot c until they reach the end 
thereof, after which the pins may pass be 
neath the curved portions d' of the tie-piece, 
which will entirely free the scoop-board from 
the wagon-box. The upper cleat of the scoop 
board may be connected to the bottom boards 
and to the side wings by bolts (1, which bolts 
will assist in holding the parts together and 
prevent the side wings being split. In use 
the pins l) b will bear upon the metallic brace, 
thereby insuring ease of movement in chang 
ing the position of the scoop-board, and said 
brace strengthens the side wings. 

I claim 
1. In combination with a wagon-box hav 

ing a sill-piece the ends of which project be 
yond the sides of the box, and outwardly-pro 
jecting pins, of a scoop-board having a curved 
slot which is intersected by a straight slot or 
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pin-passage, a brace having a tie-piece which 
is bent outwardly adjacent to the end of the 
straight portion of the slot and a sector-shaped 
portion corresponding with the curve of the 
slot, said sector-shaped portion having an off 
set, a latch pivoted between the offset portion 
of the brace and the side wings of the scoop 
board, said latch being adapted to engage with 
the pin which projects from the side-board 
and passes through the slot, the side wings 
having a projecting portion beyond the tie 
piece of the brace, substantially as shown and 
for the purpose set forth. 

2. In combination with a wagon-box hav 
ing outward-projecting pins attached thereto, 
of a scoop-board one of the side pieces having 
a segmental slot which at its lower end is in 
tersected by a straight slot, a brace or cast 
ing which is shaped to correspond with the 
slots and to extend across the lower part of 
the scoop-board, the brace having an out 
Wardly-projecting part adjacent to the end of 
the straight slot, substantially as shown and 
for the purpose set forth. 

In testimony whereof I have here unto set 
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit 
eSSeS. 

GEORGE R. MICGINNIS. 
Witnesses: 

J. II. To WERs, 
F. F. MCMULLEN. 
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