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Claims. 

This invention relates to a Supporting device 
for persons standing in tramcars, omnibuses and 
the like. 

Usually, in public vehicles, either rods are pro 
Wided from Which standing passengers can Sup 
port themselves, or leather straps to be grasped 
by Standing passengers are suspended from rods 
or from the vehicle roof. 
The present invention provides more attractive 

Supporting devices With which are combined novel 
advertising means designed to draw the atten 
tion of the passengers and induce those of them 
Who are Standing to use the devices. 
A device in accordance With the invention con 

prises a handle loop to be gripped by persons 
Standing in a vehicle, and means within the con 
fines of the loop. Whereby a pull exerted on the 
loop causes advertising inscriptions or the like 
housed therein to appear or disappear. Thus, 
the invention turns to advantage, in a simple and 
Compact device, the known fact that animated 
Or moving objects attract public attention much 
more than do objects in which no change or move 
ment takes place. 

Preferably the handle loop presents fixed ad 
Vertising inscriptions or the like, which may be 
Self-luminous, and the said means causes other 
inscriptions, plates or the like to appear by a pull 
or pressure exerted on the loop. These inscrip 
tions, plates or the like may then cover the first 
mentioned inscriptions or complete them. 
By Way of example an embodiment of the inven 

tion is shown on the accompanying drawing to 
which reference will now be made and where 
D 

Fig. is a side elevation of the device in its 
normal (unloaded) position; 
Fig. 2 is a similar, fragmentary elevation viewed 

from the opposite side; 
Fig. 3 is a partial view corresponding to Fig. 2 

but showing the movement that occurs when the 
device is used by a person; 

Fig. 4 is a Side elevation of the device to a 
Smaller Scale; 

Fig. 5 represents, diagrammatically, a medial 
Section through the advertising or display means 
and shows the relative positions of its parts When 
the device is used. 

Fig. 6 is a plan of the slidable carrier herein 
after referred to; and 

Fig. 7 is an end view of the member by which 
he device is mounted or suspended for use. 
The device comprises a handle Integral With 

upStanding walls 2, 2 interconnected at the top 
by a cross-bar 3, the whole forming a loop adapted 

(C. 40-28) 
to be suspended in a vehicle as by means of a 
holder 4 slidable along a rail (not shown) al 
though it may be otherwise secured, for instance 
by a leather strap. The loop may be of metal 
polished, brightly lacquered, or otherwise finished 
to attract the eye. 

Between the upstanding walls 2, 2 of the loop 
, 2, 3 advertising or display means are arranged. 
Said means include two small plates 5, 6 (shown 
provided with the inscriptions. John Watt and 
John Doe respectively), these plates being held 
in position by two cover-plates 7 removably Se 
cured to opposite sides of the loop and having 
apertures through which the inscriptions are Visi 
ble. Between the two plates 5, 6 which are trans 
parent or translucent an undulated or embOSSed 
reflector 8 (Fig. 5) is interposed whereby the 
known effect is obtained that the plates Shimmer 
(in gold or silver) and also flicker when the light 
falling upon then varies. 
The connection of the holder 4 with the loop 

A, 2, 3 is effected in a special manner: The holder 
has a rod 4a passing through a hole in the top 
bar 3 and to this rod are pivoted at the point 
9 two links G, ff. 
engage in a slot 2 (Fig. 6) in a horizontally dis 
posed bifurcated carrier 3, these ends paSSing 
through the longitudinal slot and being SO formed 
that they cannot leave the slot. To the links 0, 
are attached springs f4, 5 whose other ends are 
anchored to the cross-bar 3. The bifurcated car 
Irier 3 supports small plates 6, 7 behind each 
of which there is an undulated or embOSSed Shin 
ing metal sheet 6a or Ta. These plates 6, T 
which are transparent or translucent are pro 
vided with inscriptions (one of which for the 
words John Watt reads for example Soup and 
the other for the words John Doe for example 
Cigarettes). 
When the device described is left free the parts 

assume the position shown in Figs. 1 and 2, that 
is to say, the words John Watt are visible from 
One Side thereof and the Words John Doe from the 
other, while the carrier 3 for the plates 6, 7 

raised and these words are invisible. 
When a person supports himself by gripping 

the part the following happens: The loop , 2 
3 is pulled a little way down the rod 4a and causes 
an inward folding of the links 0, f f (Fig. 3) 
which are displaced in the slot 2 of the carrier 
3 While the Springs 4, 5 are tensioned further 

as shown. The carrier 3. With the advertising 
plates S, T is therefore displaced downwardly, 
So that (as shown by Fig. 5) the plate 5 With 
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2 2,063,273 
the words John Watt is covered by the plate 6 
With the Word Soup and the plate 6 with the 
Words John Doe by the plate 7 with the word 
Cigarettes. The observant public thus associates 
"John Watt' with soup and “John Doe' with 
cigarettes. When the loop is released the previ 
OuS Condition is again established under the ac 
tion of the springs 0, ff. 
The whole upper part of the device is covered. 

laterally by the aforesaid plates T of metal or the 
like, So that the interior. is not visible. These 
plates may be marked by Separate advertising 
inscriptions, as is indicated for example in Fig. 4, 
by A-Z, and X-Y. 
The mechanism may be constructed in various 

other ways; for example with rocking levers, 
With pinions and the like. 
plates 5, 6 may be omitted, so that the movable 
advertising plates f6, 7 are moved to otherwise 
empty places when the handle is loaded. Obvi 
ously, the arrangement may also be reversed, in 
such a manner that inscriptions appear when the 
handle is released. 

I claim:- - - 
1. A supporting and display device, for persons 

standing in vehicles, comprising suspension 
means, a handle loop mounted by the suspension 
means for limited up and down movements rela 
tive thereto, and means within the confines of the 
handle, loop whereby said movements cause dis 
play matter to appear and disappear. 

2. A supporting and display device, for persons 
standing in vehicles, comprising suspension 
means, a handle loop mounted by the suspen 
sion means for limited up and down movements 
relative thereto, a member mounted in the handle 
loop, and means within the confines of the han 
dle-loop co-acting with the member whereby said 
movements of the handle. loop expose and con 
ceal the member. - - - - - 

3. A supporting and display device, for persons 
standing- in vehicles, comprising suspension 
naeans, a handle loop mounted by the suspension 

tive thereto, a member housed within the handle 
lipop, and means connecting the member to the 
Suspension means whereby said movements of 
the handle loop expose and conceal the member. 

4...A. supporting and display device, for persons . 
Standing in vehicles, comprising Suspension 
means, a handle-loop mounted by the suspension 
means for limited up and down movements rela 
tive thereto, means laterally closing a portion of 
the handle loop. and presenting at least one dis 
play aperture, a member slidable within the han 
idle loop, and means whereby said movements of 
the handle-loop cause the member to move into 
and out of register with said aperture. 

5: A device according to claim 4, said lateral 
closing means presenting constantly visible dis 
play matter. 

6. A supporting and display device, for persons 
standing in vehicles, comprising suspension 
means, a handle loop mounted by the suspension 
means for limited up and down movements rela 
tive.thereto, means laterally closing a portion of 
the handle loop and presenting at least one dis 
play aperture, a member housed within the han 
dle...loop, and means, connecting the member to 
the Suspension means whereby said movements 
of the handle loop bring the member into and out 
of-register with said aperture. 

7. A device, according to claim 6, said lateral 

In. Some cases the. 

closing means presenting constantly visible dis 
play matter. 

8. A Supporting and display device, for perSons 
Standing in vehicles, comprising suspension 
means, a handle loop mounted by the suspension 
means for limited up and down movements rela-, 
tive thereto, means laterally closing a portion of 
the handle loop and presenting at least one dis 
play aperture, a member housed within the handie 
loop, means connecting the member with the 
Suspension means whereby said movements of 
the handle loop bring the member into and out 
of register with said aperture, and a second mem 
ber fixed within the handle loop in register with 
said aperture to be covered and uncovered by the 
first recited member. 

9. A device according to claim 8, said lateral 
closing means presenting constantly visible dis 
play matter. 

10. A Supporting and display device, for per 
Sons standing in vehicles, comprising a Suspen 
Sion including a rod, a handle loop slidably 
mounted on the rod, means laterally closing a 
portion of the handle loop and presenting at 
least one display aperture, a plate-like member 
slidably mounted in the handle loop, resilient 
means constraining the handle loop upwardly 
and the member Out of register with the display 
aperture, and means connecting the member With 
the rod of the Suspension. Whereby a pull On the 
handle loop causes the member to move into reg 
ister. With Said aperture. 

11. A supporting and display device, for per 
Sons Standing in Vehicles, comprising a Suspen 
Sion including a rod, a handle loop Slidably, 
mounted on the rod, means laterally closing a 
portion. Of the handle loop and presenting at least 
one display aperture, a plate-like member slid 
ably mounted in the handle loop, resilient means 
constraining the handle loop upwardly and the 
member out of register with the display aperture, 
means connecting the member with the rod of 
the suspension whereby a pull on the handle loop 
causes the member to move into register with 
said aperture, and a Second plate-like member 
fixed in the handle: loop in register with said 
aperture to be covered and uncovered by the 
slidable plate-like member. 

12. A device according to, claim 11, the slidable 
plate-like member being bifurcated to present 
two spaced walls adapted to cover and uncover 
both sides of the plate-like member fixed in 
register, with the display aperture. 

13. A Supporting and display device, for per 
Sons standing in Vehicles, comprising a suspen 
ision including a rod, a handle loop slidably 
mounted on the rod, means laterally closing the 
upper portion of the handle loop and present 
ing at least one display aperture, a plate-like 
member slidably mounted in the handle loop, a 
pair of links pivoted to the rod Of the suspension 
below the top wall of the handle loop and slid 
ably engaging the member, and spring means 
interposed between the links and the top Wall 
of the handle loop, whereby a pull exerted on 
the handle loop Operates the links to move the 
member into register with said aperture, said 
resilient means returning the member to its 
original position on release of the handle loop. 

14. A supporting and display device, for per 
Sons Standing in vehicles, comprising a suspen 
Sion including a rod, a handle loop slidably 
mounted on the rod, means laterally closing the 
upper portion of the handle loop and presenting 
at least one display, aperture, a plate-like mem 
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2,063,278 
ber slidably mounted in the handle loop, a pair 
of links pivoted to the rod of the suspension be 
low the top Wall of the handle loop and slidably 
engaging the member, Spring means interposed 
between the links and the top wall of the handle 
loop, Whereby a pull exerted on the handle loop 
moves the member into register with said aper 
ture, Said resilient means returning the men 
ber to its original position on release of the han 
dle loop, and a second plate-like member fixed 
in the handle loop in register with said aperture 
to be covered and uncovered by the slidable 
plate-like member. 

15. A device according to claim 14, the slidable 
plate-like member being bifurcated to present two 
Spaced Walls adapted to cover and uncover both 
sides of the plate-like member fixed in register 
With the display aperture. 

3 
16. A Supporting and advertising device, for 

persons standing in vehicles, comprising a sus 
pended handle loop, display matter housed within 
the handle loop, and means Within the confines 
of the handle loop whereby a grip exerted there 
on causes the display matter to appear or dis 
appear. 

17. A supporting and advertising device, for 
persons standing in vehicles, comprising suspen 
Sion means, a handle loop mounted by the Sus 
pension means for limited up and down move 
ments, and means within the confines of the 
handle loop whereby a pull exerted on the han 
dile causes display matter housed therein to ap 
pear or disappear. 
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