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(54) LOW-POWER IMPACT ACCELERATION DETECTION IN A TELEMATICS DEVICE

(57) A method and a device for low-power accelera-
tion detection in a telematics device are provided. The
method includes putting the telematics device into a
sleep mode and performing a micro wakeup. In response
to determining that a first value read from a sensor during
the micro wakeup is greater than a noise threshold, con-
verting the micro wakeup into a regular wakeup. The
method also includes reading a second value from the
sensor during the regular wakeup, and sending the first
and second values during the regular wakeup. A telemat-
ics device for carrying out the method is provided.
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Description

FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure relates generally to ve-
hicle telematics, and more specifically to low-power im-
pact acceleration detection in a telematics device.

BACKGROUND

[0002] A telematics system may gather asset data us-
ing a telematics device. The telematics device may be
integrated into or located onboard the asset. The asset
may be a vehicle ("vehicular asset") or some stationary
equipment. The telematics device may collect the asset
data from the asset through a data connection with the
asset. In the case of a vehicular asset, the telematics
device may gather the asset data through an onboard
diagnostic port (OBD). The gathered asset data may in-
clude engine revolutions-per-minute (RPM), battery volt-
age, fuel level, tire pressure, oil temperature, or any other
asset data available through the diagnostic port. Addi-
tionally, the telematics device may gather sensor data
pertaining to the asset via sensors on the telematics de-
vice. For example, the telematics device may have tem-
perature and pressure sensors, inertial measurement
units (IMU), optical sensors, and the like. Furthermore,
the telematics device may gather location data pertaining
to the asset from a location module on the telematics
device. When the telematics device is coupled to the as-
set, the gathered sensor data and location data pertain
to the asset. The gathered asset data, sensor data and
location data may be received and recorded by a tech-
nical infrastructure of the telematics system, such as a
telematics server, and used in the provision of fleet man-
agement tools, for telematics services, or for further data
analysis.

SUMMARY

[0003] In one aspect of the present disclosure, there
is provided a method in a telematics device. The method
comprises entering by a controller of the telematics de-
vice into a sleep mode, performing a first micro wakeup
of a plurality of micro wakeups during which the telemat-
ics device powers up a limited number of peripherals,
and reading a first value from a sensor during the first
micro wakeup. In response to determining that the first
value is above a noise threshold , the method further
comprises converting the micro wakeup into a regular
wakeup, reading a second value from the sensor during
the regular wakeup, and sending the first value and sec-
ond value over a network interface to a telematics server
during the regular wakeup.
[0004] The sensor may comprise an accelerometer.
[0005] The noise threshold may comprise an acceler-
ation noise threshold.
[0006] The accelerometer may comprise an x-axis ac-

celerometer and a y-axis accelerometer.
[0007] Each of the first value and the second value
may be derived from an x-axis accelerometer accelera-
tion measurement of the x-axis accelerometer and a y-
axis accelerometer acceleration measurement of the y-
axis accelerometer
[0008] Entering into the sleep mode may comprise
powering down a plurality of peripherals of the telematics
device.
[0009] Entering into sleep mode may comprise running
the controller of the telematics device at a slow clock
frequency.
[0010] Powering up the limited number of peripherals
may comprise powering up the sensor.
[0011] Converting the micro wakeup into the regular
wakeup may involve powering up all peripherals of the
telematics device which were powered down during the
sleep mode.
[0012] The method may further comprise setting a flag
in response to determining that the first value is above
the noise threshold.
[0013] The method may further comprise extending a
regular wakeup duration of the regular wakeup in re-
sponse to detecting that the flag is set.
[0014] The method may further comprise extending a
regular wakeup duration of the regular wakeup in re-
sponse to determining that the first value is above the
noise threshold.
[0015] In another aspect of the present disclosure
there is provided a telematics device comprising a con-
troller, a network interface coupled to the controller, and
a memory coupled to the controller. The memory stores
machine-executable programming instructions which
when executed by the controller configure the telematics
device to perform the preceding method aspect.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0016] Exemplary non-limiting embodiments of the
present invention are described with reference to the ac-
companying drawings in which:

Figure 1 is a schematic diagram of a telematics sys-
tem including a plurality of telematics devices cou-
pled to a plurality of assets;

Figure 2A is a block diagram showing a telematics
device coupled to an asset;

Figure 2B is a block diagram showing a telematics
device coupled to an asset and to an input/output
(I/O) expander;

Figure 2C is a block diagram showing an asset hav-
ing a telematics device integrated therein and an I/O
expander coupled thereto;

Figure 3 is a graph showing sleep and wakeup du-
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rations in a telematics device;

Figure 4 is another graph showing fixed sleep and
wakeup durations in a telematics device;

Figure 5 is a diagram showing a first vehicle having
a telematics device equipped with a three-axis ac-
celerometer being impacted by a second vehicle
while parked;

Figure 6 depicts a graph showing sleep and wakeup
durations along with accident acceleration profiles;

Figure 7 is a graph depicting an acceleration profile
for a low-impact accident;

Figure 8 is a graph depicting micro wakeups imple-
mented between two successive wakeup durations,
in accordance with embodiments of the present dis-
closure;

Figure 9 is a graph depicting an accident profile and
a wakeup and sleep regime including a plurality of
micro wakeups for detecting acceleration values of
the accident profile, in accordance with embodi-
ments of the present disclosure;

Figure 10 is similar to Figure 9 but extends a micro
wakeup duration in response to detecting an accel-
eration value, in accordance with embodiments of
the present disclosure;

Figure 11 is similar to Figure 9 but in response to
detecting an acceleration value, converts a micro
wakeup to a wakeup duration extended until the
scheduled time of the next wakeup duration, in ac-
cordance with embodiments of the present disclo-
sure;

Figure 12 is similar to Figure 9 but in response to
detecting an acceleration value, flags the next wake-
up duration for extension, in accordance with em-
bodiments of the present disclosure; and

Figure 13 is a flow chart of a method performed by
a telematics device, in accordance with embodi-
ments of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Telematics System

[0017] A large telematics system may collect data from
a high number of assets, either directly or through
telematic devices. A telematics device may refer to a self-
contained device installed at an asset, or a telematics
device that is integrated into the asset itself. In either
case, it may be said that telematics data is being captured

or gathered by the telematics device. Figure 1 shows a
high-level block diagram of a telematics system 101. The
telematics system 101 includes a telematics server 300,
(N) telematics devices shown as telematics device
200_1, telematics device 200_2...through telematics de-
vice 200_N ("telematics device 200"), a network 50, ad-
ministration terminals 400_1 and 400_2, and operator
terminals 450_1, 450_2...through 450_N ("operator ter-
minals 450"). Figure 1 also shows a plurality of (N) assets
named as asset 100_1, asset 100_2...asset 100_N ("as-
set 100") coupled to the telematics device 200_1,
telematics device 200_2...telematics device 200_N, re-
spectively. Additionally, Figure 1 shows a plurality of sat-
ellites 170_1, 170_2 and 170_3 ("satellites 170") in com-
munication with the telematics devices 200 for facilitating
navigation.
[0018] The assets 100 shown are in the form of vehi-
cles. For example, the asset 100_1 is shown as a truck,
which may be part of a fleet that delivers goods or pro-
vides services. The asset 100_2 is shown as a passenger
car that typically runs on an internal combustion engine
(ICE). The asset 100_3 is shown as an electric vehicle
(EV). Other types of vehicles, which are not shown, are
also contemplated in the various embodiments of the
present disclosure, including but not limited to, farming
vehicles, construction vehicles, military vehicles, and the
like.
[0019] The telematics devices 200 are electronic de-
vices which are coupled to assets 100 and configured to
capture asset data from the assets 100. For example, in
Figure 1 the telematics device 200_1 is coupled to the
asset 100_1. Similarly, the telematics device 200_2 is
coupled to the asset 100_2 and the telematics device
200_3 is coupled to the asset 100_3. The components
of a telematics device 200 are explained in further detail
with reference to Figure 2.
[0020] The network 50 may be a single network or a
combination of networks such as a data cellular network,
the Internet, and other network technologies. The net-
work 50 may provide connectivity between the telematics
devices 200 and the telematics server 300, between the
administration terminal 400 and the telematics server
300, between the handheld administration terminal 410
and the telematics server 300, and between the operator
terminals 450 and the telematics server 300.
[0021] The telematics server 300 is an electronic de-
vice executing machine-executable programming in-
structions which enable the telematics server 300 to store
and analyze telematics data. The telematics server 300
may be a single computer system or a cluster of comput-
ers. The telematics server 300 may be running an oper-
ating system such as Linux, Windows, Unix, or any other
equivalent operating system. Alternatively, the telemat-
ics server 300 may be a software component hosted on
a cloud service, such as Amazon Web Service (AWS).
The telematics server 300 is connected to the network
50 and may receive telematics data from the telematics
devices 200. The telematics server 300 may have a plu-
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rality of software modules for performing data analysis
and analytics on the telematics data to obtain useful asset
information about the assets 100. The telematics server
300 may be coupled to a telematics database 310 for
storing telematics data and/or the results of the analytics
which are related to the assets 100. The asset information
stored may include operator information about the oper-
ators 10 corresponding to the assets. The telematics
server 300 may communicate the asset data and/or the
operator information pertaining to an asset 100 to one or
more of: the administration terminal 400, the handheld
administration terminal 410, and the operator terminal
450.
[0022] The satellites 170 may be part of a global nav-
igation satellite system (GNSS) and may provide location
information to the telematics devices 200. The location
information may be processed by a location module on
the telematics device 200 to provide location data indi-
cating the location of the telematics device 200 (and
hence the location of the asset 100 coupled thereto). A
telematics device 200 that can periodically report an as-
set’s location is often termed an "asset tracking device".
[0023] The administration terminal 400 is an electronic
device, which may be used to connect to the telematics
server 300 to retrieve data and analytics related to one
or more assets 100 or to issue commands to one or more
telematics device 200 via the telematics server 300. The
administration terminal 400 may be a desktop computer,
a laptop computer such as the administration terminal
400, a tablet (not shown), or a smartphone such as the
handheld administration terminal 410. The administra-
tion terminal 400 may run a web browser or a custom
application which allows retrieving data and analytics,
pertaining to one or more assets 100, from the telematics
server 300 via a web interface of the telematics server
300. The handheld administration terminal 410 may run
a mobile application for communicating with the telemat-
ics server 300, the mobile application allowing retrieving
data and analytics therefrom. The mobile application of
the handheld administration terminal may also be used
to issue commands to one or more telematics device 200
via the telematics server 300. A fleet manager 20 may
communicate with the telematics server 300 using the
administration terminal 400, the handheld administration
terminal 410, or another form of administration terminals
such as a tablet. In addition to retrieving data and ana-
lytics, the administration terminal 400 allows the fleet
manager 20 to set alerts and geofences for keeping track
of the assets 100, receiving notifications of deliveries,
and so on.
[0024] The operator terminals 450 are electronic de-
vices, such as smartphones or tablets. The operator ter-
minals 450 are used by operators 10 (for example, vehi-
cle drivers) of the assets 100 to both track and configure
the usage of the assets 100. For example, as shown in
Figure 1, the operator 10_1 has the operator terminal
450_1, the operator 10_2 has the operator terminal
450_2, and the operator 10_N has the operator terminal

450_N. Assuming the operators 10 all belong to a fleet
of vehicles, each of the operators 10 may operate any of
the assets 100. For example, Figure 1 shows that the
operator 10_1 is associated with the asset 100_1, the
operator 10_2 is associated with the asset 100_2, and
the operator 10_N is associated with the asset 100_N.
However, any operator 10 may operate any asset 100
within a particular group of assets, such as a fleet. The
operator terminals 450 are in communication with the
telematics server 300 over the network 50. The operator
terminals 450 may run at least one asset configuration
application. The asset configuration application may be
used by an operator 10 to inform the telematics server
300 that the asset 100 is being currently operated by the
operator 10. For example, the operator 10_2 may use an
asset configuration application on the operator terminal
450_2 to indicate that the operator 10_2 is currently using
the asset 100_2. The telematics server 300 updates the
telematics database 310 to indicate that the asset 100_2
is currently associated with the operator 10_2. Addition-
ally, the asset configuration application may be used to
report information related to the operation duration of the
vehicle, the number of stops made by the operator during
their working shift, and so on. Furthermore, the asset
configuration application may allow the operator to con-
figure the telematics device 200 coupled to the asset 100
that the operator 10 is operating.
[0025] In operation, a telematics device 200 is coupled
to an asset 100 to capture asset data. The asset data
may be combined with location data obtained by the
telematics device 200 from a location module in commu-
nication with the satellites 170 and/or sensor data gath-
ered from sensors in the telematics device 200 or another
device coupled to the telematics device 200. The com-
bined asset data, location data, and sensor data may be
termed "telematics data". The telematics device 200
sends the telematics data, to the telematics server 300
over the network 50. The telematics server 300 may proc-
ess, aggregate, and analyze the telematics data to gen-
erate asset information pertaining to the assets 100 or
to a fleet of assets. The telematics server 300 may store
the telematics data and/or the generated asset informa-
tion in the telematics database 310. The administration
terminal 400 may connect to the telematics server 300,
over the network 50, to access the generated asset in-
formation. Alternatively, the telematics server 300 may
push the generated asset information to the administra-
tion terminal 400. Additionally, the operators 10, using
their operator terminals 450, may indicate to the telemat-
ics server 300 which assets 100 they are associated with.
The telematics server 300 updates the telematics data-
base 310 accordingly to associate the operator 10 with
the asset 100. Furthermore, the telematics server 300
may provide additional analytics related to the operators
10 including work time, location, and operating parame-
ters. For example, for vehicle assets, the telematics data
may include turning, speeding, and braking information.
The telematics server 300 can correlate the telematics
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data to the vehicle’s driver by querying the asset data-
base 310. A fleet manager 20 may use the administration
terminal 400 to set alerts for certain activities pertaining
to the assets 100. When criteria for an alert is met, the
telematics server 300 sends a message to the fleet man-
ager’s administration terminal 400, and may optionally
send alerts to the operator terminal 450 to notify an op-
erator 10 of the alert. For example, a vehicle driver op-
erating the vehicle outside of a service area or hours of
service may receive an alert on their operator terminal
450. A fleet manager 20 may also the administration ter-
minal 400 to configure a telematics device 200 by issuing
commands thereto via the telematics server 300.

Telematics Device

[0026] Further details relating to the telematics device
200 and how it interfaces with an asset 100 are shown
with reference to Figure 2A. Figure 2A depicts an asset
100 and a telematics device 200 coupled thereto. Select-
ed relevant components of each of the asset 100 and the
telematics device 200 are shown.
[0027] The asset 100 may have a plurality of electronic
control units (ECUs). An ECU is an electronic module
which interfaces with one or more sensors for gathering
information from the asset 100. For example, an oil tem-
perature ECU may contain a temperature sensor and a
controller for converting the measured temperature into
digital data representative of the oil temperature. Simi-
larly, a battery voltage ECU may contain a voltage sensor
for measuring the voltage at the positive battery terminal
and a controller for converting the measured voltage into
digital data representative of the battery voltage. A vehi-
cle may, for example, have around seventy ECUs. For
simplicity, only a few of the ECUs 110 are depicted in
Figure 2. For example, in the depicted embodiment the
asset 100 has three electronic control units: ECU 110A,
ECU 110B, and ECU 110C ("ECUs 110"). The ECU
110A, the ECU 110B, and the ECU 110C are shown to
be interconnected via an asset communications bus,
such as a Controller Area Network (CAN) bus 150. ECUs
110 interconnected using the CAN bus 150 send and
receive information to one another in CAN data frames
by placing the information on the CAN bus 150. When
an ECU places information on the CAN bus 150, other
ECUs 110 receive the information and may or may not
consume or use that information. Different protocols may
be used to exchange information between the ECUs over
a CAN bus. For example, ECUs 110 in trucks and heavy
vehicles use the Society of Automotive Engineering
(SAE) J1939 protocol to exchange information over a
CAN bus 150. Most passenger vehicles use the SAE
J1979 protocol, which is commonly known as OnBoard
Diagnostic (OBD) protocol to exchange information be-
tween ECUs 110 on their CAN bus 150. In industrial au-
tomation, ECUs use a CANOpen protocol to exchange
information over a CAN bus 150. An asset 100 may allow
access to information exchanged over the CAN bus 150

via an interface port 102. For example, if the asset 100
is a passenger car, then the interface port 102 is most
likely an OBD-II port. Data accessible through the inter-
face port 102 is termed the asset data 112. In some em-
bodiments, the interface port 102 includes a power inter-
face for providing electric power to a telematics device
200 connected thereto.
[0028] The telematics device 200 includes a controller
230 coupled to a memory 240, an interface layer 210 and
a network interface 220. The telematics device 200 also
includes one or more sensors 204 and a location module
206 coupled to the interface layer 210. The telematics
device 200 may also contain some optional components,
shown in dashed lines in Figure 2. For example, the
telematics device 200 may contain one or more of: a near-
field communications (NFC) module such as NFC mod-
ule 260, a short-range wireless communications module
270, and a wired communications module such as a serial
communications module 280. In some embodiments (not
shown), the telematics device 200 may have a dedicated
power source or a battery. In other embodiments, the
telematics device 200 may receive power directly from
the asset 100, via the interface port 102. The telematics
device 200 shown is an example. Some of the compo-
nents shown in solid lines may also be optional and may
be implemented in separate modules. For example,
some telematics devices (not shown) may not have a
location module 206 and may rely on an external location
module for obtaining the location data 207. Some
telematics devices may not have any sensors 204 and
may rely on external sensors for obtaining sensor data
205.
[0029] The controller 230 may include one or any com-
bination of a processor, microprocessor, microcontroller
(MCU), central processing unit (CPU), processing core,
state machine, logic gate array, application-specific inte-
grated circuit (ASIC), field-programmable gate array (FP-
GA), or similar, capable of executing, whether by soft-
ware, hardware, firmware, or a combination of such, the
actions performed by the controller 230 as described
herein. The controller 230 may have an internal memory
for storing machine-executable programming instruc-
tions to carry out the methods described herein.
[0030] The memory 240 may include read-only-mem-
ory (ROM), random access memory (RAM), flash mem-
ory, magnetic storage, optical storage, and similar, or
any combination thereof, for storing machine-executable
programming instructions and data to support the func-
tionality described herein. The memory 240 is coupled
to the controller 230 thus enabling the controller 230 to
execute the machine-executable programming instruc-
tions stored in the memory 240 and to access the data
stored therein. The memory 240 may contain machine-
executable programming instructions, which when exe-
cuted by the controller 230, configures the telematics de-
vice 200 for receiving asset data 112 from the asset 100
via the asset interface 202, and for receiving sensor data
205 from the sensors 204 and/or location data 207 from
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the location module 206 via the sensor interface 208.
The memory 240 may also contain machine-executable
programming instructions for combining asset data 112,
sensor data 205 and location data 207 into telematics
data 212. Additionally, the memory 240 may further con-
tain instructions which, when executed by the controller
230, configures the telematics device 200 to transmit the
telematics data 212 via the network interface 220 to a
telematics server 300 over a network 50. In some em-
bodiments, the memory 240 only stores data, and the
machine-executable programming instructions for carry-
ing out the aforementioned tasks are stored in an internal
memory of the controller 230.
[0031] The location module 206 may be a global posi-
tioning system (GPS) transceiver or another type of lo-
cation determination peripheral that may use, for exam-
ple, wireless network information for location determina-
tion. The location module 206 is coupled to the controller
230 and provides location data 207 thereto. The location
data 207 may be in the form of a latitude and longitude,
for example.
[0032] The sensors 204 may be one or more of: a tem-
perature sensor, a pressure sensor, an optical sensor, a
motion sensor such as an accelerometer, a gyroscope,
or any other suitable sensor indicating a condition per-
taining to the asset 100 to which the telematics device
200 is coupled. The sensors provide sensor data 205 to
the controller 230 via the sensor interface 208.
[0033] The interface layer 210 may include a sensor
interface 208 and an asset interface 202. The sensor
interface 208 is configured for receiving the sensor data
205 from the sensors 204. For example, the sensor in-
terface 208 interfaces with the sensors 204 and receives
the sensor data 205 therefrom. The asset interface 202
receives asset data 112 from the asset 100. In the de-
picted embodiment, the asset interface 202 is coupled
to the interface port 102 of the asset 100. The asset data
112, received at the telematics device 200, from the asset
100 may be in the form of data messages, such as CAN
data frames. The asset data 112 may describe one or
more of any of: a property, a state, and an operating
condition of the asset 100. For example, where the asset
100 is a vehicle, the data may describe the speed at
which the vehicle is travelling, a state of the vehicle (off,
idle, or running), or an engine operating condition (e.g.,
engine oil temperature, engine revolutions-per-minutes
(RPM), or a battery voltage). In addition to receiving the
asset data 112, in some embodiments the asset interface
202 may also receive power from the asset 100 via the
interface port 102. The interface layer 210 is coupled to
the controller 230 and provides both the asset data 112
and the sensor data 205 to the controller 230.
[0034] The network interface 220 may include a cellu-
lar modem, such as an LTE-M modem, CAT-M modem,
other cellular modem, Wi-Fi modem, or any other com-
munication device configured for communication via the
network 50 with which to communicate with the telemat-
ics server 300. The network interface 220 may be used

to transmit telematics data 212 obtained from the asset
100 to the telematics server 300 for a telematics service
or other purposes. The network interface 220 may also
be used to receive instructions from the telematics server
300 for configuring the telematics device 200 in a certain
mode and/or requesting a particular type of the asset
data 112 from the asset 100.
[0035] The NFC module 260 may be an NFC reader
which can read information stored on an NFC tag. The
NFC module 260 may be used to confirm the identity of
the operator 10 by having the operator 10 tap an NFC
tag onto the telematics device 200 such that the NFC tag
is read by the NFC module 260. The information read
from the NFC tag may be included in the telematics data
212 sent by the telematics device 200 to the telematics
server 300.
[0036] The short-range wireless communications
module 270 is a component intended for providing short-
range wireless communication capability to the telemat-
ics device 200. The short-range wireless communica-
tions module 270 may be a Bluetooth™, wireless fidelity
(Wi-Fi), Zigbee™, or any other short-range wireless com-
munications module. The short-range wireless commu-
nications module 270 allows other devices to communi-
cate with the telematics device 200 over a short-range
wireless network.
[0037] The serial communications module 280 is an
example of a wired communications module. The serial
communications module 280 is an electronic peripheral
for providing serial wired communications to the telemat-
ics device 200. For example, the serial communications
module 280 may include a universal asynchronous re-
ceiver transmitter (UART) providing serial communica-
tions per the RS-232 protocol. Alternatively, the serial
communications module 280 may be a serial peripheral
interface (SPI) bus, or an inter-integrated circuit (I2C) bus.
As another example, the serial communications module
280 may be a universal serial bus (USB) transceiver.
[0038] In operation, an ECU 110, such as the ECU
110A, the ECU 110B, or the ECU 110C communicates
asset data over the CAN bus 150. The asset data ex-
changed, between the ECUs 110, over the CAN bus 150
are accessible via the interface port 102 and may be re-
trieved as the asset data 112 by the telematics device
200. The controller 230 of the telematics device 200 re-
ceives the asset data 112 via the asset interface 202.
The controller 230 may also receive sensor data 205 from
the sensors 204 over the sensor interface 208. Further-
more, the controller 230 may receive location data 207
from the location module 206. The controller 230 com-
bines the asset data 112 with the sensor data 205 and
the location data 207 to obtain the telematics data 212.
The controller 230 transmits the telematics data 212 to
the telematics server 300 over the network 50 via the
network interface 220. Optionally, an operator 10 may
tap an NFC tag to the NFC module 260 to identify them-
self as the operator 10 of the asset 100. Additionally, an
external peripheral, such as a GPS receiver, may con-
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nect with the telematics device 200 via the short-range
wireless communications module 270 or the serial com-
munications module 280 for providing location informa-
tion thereto. In some embodiments, the telematics device
200 may receive, via the network interface 220, com-
mands from the telematics server 300. The received
commands instruct the telematics device 200 to be con-
figured in a particular way. For example, the received
commands may configure the way in which the telematics
device gathers asset data 112 from the asset 100 as will
be described in further detail below.
[0039] The telematics data 212 which is comprised of
asset data 112 gathered from the asset 100 combined
with the sensor data 205 and the location data 207 may
be used to derive useful data and analytics, by the
telematics server 300. However, there are times when
additional data, which is not provided by the asset 100,
the sensors 204 or the location module 206 may be need-
ed. The telematics device 200 may have a limited number
of sensors 204 such as accelerometers or gyroscopes
providing limited information about the motion of the as-
set 100 on which the telematics device 200 is deployed.
The location module 206 may provide location and direc-
tion information. However, in some cases, more informa-
tion may be needed to derive useful data and analytics
pertaining to the asset 100. One example of information
that is not typically provided by the telematics device 200
is video capture data. Another example of information
that is not typically provided by the telematics device 200
is any proprietary signaling provided by devices which
does not follow any of the standard protocols (OBD-II,
J1939 or CANOpen). Some equipment may not have a
CAN bus and may provide proprietary digital and/or an-
alog signals. Examples of such devices include industrial
equipment, winter maintenance equipment such as salt
spreaders, farming equipment, and the like. Additionally,
the telematics device 200 may not have an NFC module
260 or a short-range wireless communications module
270 thus limiting its connectivity capabilities.

Input/Output Expander

[0040] To capture and provide information or services
not provided by the asset 100 or the telematics device,
to produce an output, or to perform an action not sup-
ported by the telematics device, the telematics device
200 may be modified to allow an input/output expander
device ("I/O expander") to connect thereto, as shown in
Figure 2B. Figure 2B shows a telematics device 200’ cou-
pled to an asset 100. An I/O expander 500 is coupled to
the telematics device 200’.
[0041] The asset 100 is similar to the asset 100 of Fig-
ure 2A and therefore the internal components thereof are
not shown in Figure 2B for simplicity.
[0042] The telematics device 200’ has a somewhat
similar configuration as the telematics device 200 of Fig-
ure 2A, but some of the optional components have been
removed. Furthermore, the telematics device 200’ adds

an I/O expander interface 250 for interfacing with the I/O
expander 500. The I/O expander interface 250 is coupled
to the controller 230 and may be configured for exchang-
ing I/O expander data 512 with the I/O expander 500.
[0043] The I/O expander 500 of Figure 2B is an exam-
ple I/O expander which is designed to provide additional
connectivity options to a telematics device 200, which
has more limited features than the one shown in Figure
2. For example, the telematics device 200’ shown in Fig-
ure 2B does not have an NFC module, a short-range
wireless communications module, or a serial communi-
cations module. Instead, the telematics device 200’ has
an I/O expander interface 250.
[0044] The I/O expander 500 may be an input device
configured to capture additional data such as video
frames, audio frames, or proprietary signals and provide
that data to the telematics device 200’. Alternatively, or
additionally, the I/O expander 500 may be configured as
an output device and may include a display for displaying
information and/or an audio output device for broadcast-
ing messages pertaining to the asset 100.
[0045] An I/O expander 500, which connects with the
telematics device 200’, varies in complexity depending
on the purpose thereof. Figure 2B shows an I/O expander
500 containing several components which may or may
not all be present in other I/O expanders. For example,
the I/O expander 500 includes a controller 530, an NFC
module 260, an output device 540, a short-range com-
munications module 570, an image sensor (not shown),
a serial communications module 580, an uplink interface
550 and a downlink interface 520.
[0046] The controller 530 may be similar to the con-
troller 230. In some embodiments, the controller 530 is
a microcontroller with versatile I/O capabilities. For ex-
ample, the controller 530 may be a microcontroller which
has a plurality of I/O ports such as general-purpose inputs
and outputs (GPIOs), serial ports, analog inputs, and the
like. In some embodiments, the controller 530 may have
built-in persistent memory such as flash memory on
which machine-executable programming instructions for
carrying out the functionality of the I/O expander 500 may
be stored. In other embodiments, the controller 530 may
be coupled to a persistent memory module (not shown)
that contains the machine-executable programming in-
structions for carrying out the functionality of the I/O ex-
pander 500. The controller 530 may also have built-in
volatile memory, such as random-access memory (RAM)
for storing data. Alternatively, the I/O expander 500 may
be connected to an external volatile memory for storing
data.
[0047] The output device 540 receives data from the
controller 530 and performs an output function. For ex-
ample, the output device 540 may include a display for
displaying information received from the controller 530.
As another example, the output device 540 may include
a speech synthesizer and a speaker for displaying audi-
ble information received from the controller 530. As yet
another example, the output device 540 may be an output
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interface to a hardware device. For example, the output
device 540 may be a motor controller that interfaces to
an electric motor.
[0048] The NFC module 560, short-range communica-
tions module 570, and the serial communications module
580 are similar to the NFC module 260, short-range wire-
less communications module 270, and the serial com-
munications module 280 described above with reference
to Figure 2A.
[0049] The uplink interface 550 is an electronic periph-
eral interface coupled to the controller 530 and is used
to provide data exchange and/or power capabilities to
the I/O expander 500. The uplink interface 550 allows
the I/O expander 500 to transmit and receive I/O expand-
er data. The uplink interface 550 is configured to use the
same protocol and signaling as the I/O expander inter-
face 250 of the telematics device 200’. Accordingly, the
I/O expander 500 may exchange the I/O expander data
with the telematics device 200’. In some embodiments,
the uplink interface 550 may also include power pins con-
nected to corresponding power pins in the I/O expander
interface 250, thus allowing the I/O expander 500 to be
powered via the telematics device 200’. In other embod-
iments (not shown), the I/O expander 500 may have its
own power source instead of or in addition to the power
provided by the telematics device 200’ via the uplink in-
terface 550.
[0050] The downlink interface 520 is an electronic pe-
ripheral interface coupled to the uplink interface 550. The
downlink interface 520 is configured to interface with the
uplink interface 550 of another I/O expander 500 (as will
be described below). Allowing the uplink interface 550 to
connect to the downlink interface 520 of another I/O ex-
pander 500 allows the daisy chaining of I/O expanders
500.

Integrated Telematics Device

[0051] In the above-mentioned figures, a telematics
device is shown as a separate entity connected with a
corresponding asset. The telematics device, however,
may have its components integrated into the asset 100
at the time of manufacture of the asset 100. This may be
the case when the asset 100 is a connected car having
an asset network interface. For example, with reference
to Figure 2C, there is shown an asset 100’ with the com-
ponents of a telematics device integrated therein, in ac-
cordance with embodiments of the present disclosure.
The asset 100’ is similar to the asset 100 but, being a
connected asset such as a connected car, it has an asset
network interface 120. In the depicted embodiment, the
controller 230 is directly connected to the asset commu-
nications bus, which is a CAN bus 150 and may directly
obtain the asset data 112 therefrom. The sensors 204
and the location module 206 are also integrated into the
asset 100 and provide the sensor data 205 and the lo-
cation data 207 to the controller 230 as described above.
The asset network interface 120 belongs to the asset

100’ and may be used by the asset 100 to communicate
with an original equipment manufacturer (OEM) server,
to a roadside assistance server, or for other purposes.
The controller 230 may utilize the asset network interface
122 for the transmission of telematics data 212 provided
by the controller 230. In order to support further not pro-
vided by the integrated peripherals such as the sensors
204 and the location module 206, the asset has an I/O
expander interface 250 coupled to the controller 230 so
that an I/O expander 500 may be connected to the asset
100’ therethrough. The asset 100’ may have an interface
port 102 for connecting other devices other than a
telematics device 200, such as a diagnostic tool includ-
ing, but not limited to, an OBD-II reader device.

Power Saving

[0052] A telematics device 200 may be used in a ve-
hicle asset 100 for monitoring the operating condition of
the vehicle and for tracking the vehicle’s location. A
telematics device 200 may be powered up when the ve-
hicle is turned on, in which case the telematics device
200 can monitor the vehicle’s operating conditions and
location while it is in motion. In this disclosure, a vehicle
is considered to be turned on when the ignition is on, and
the engine is running. For an internal combustion engine,
when the engine is running the alternator is also running
and generating electric power. Vehicles, however, may
undergo certain events or changes while they are parked
and while the ignition is off. For example, if the headlights
of the vehicle were left on, the battery will start draining.
Accordingly, the battery voltage will start dropping. If the
telematics device 200 is powered off, the battery draining
event is undetected and eventually the battery may be
totally drained rendering the vehicle inoperable. Another
example of an event that could take place while the ve-
hicle is parked, and turned off is if the vehicle is hit by
another vehicle while being parked.
[0053] In order to capture events such as the ones de-
scribed above, the telematics device 200 needs to be
powered-up. However, powering-up the telematics de-
vice 200 continuously while the engine is off may drain
the vehicle’s battery since the alternator will not be run-
ning to charge the battery. Accordingly, the telematics
device 200 may implement a sleep-wake mechanism in
which the telematics device 200 remains in a sleep mode
most of the time and periodically wakes up to check cer-
tain engine operating conditions.
[0054] In sleep mode, the controller 230 may run with
a slow clock speed and some modules of the telematics
device 200 may be turned off such as the location module
206 and the network interface 220. Running the controller
230 with a slow clock speed (for example 32KHz instead
of 1MHz or 10MHz) reduces the electric power consumed
by the controller 230. Turning off the network interface
220 including, for example, a cellular modem reduces
the electric power consumption of the telematics device
200. Similarly, turning off the location module 206, such
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as a GPS receiver also reduces the overall consumption
of the telematics device 200 while it is in sleep mode.
The telematics device 200, cannot monitor many of the
vehicle’s operating conditions or location while in sleep
mode. The controller 230, running at a slow clock speed,
cannot execute machine-executable programming in-
structions which can carry out the full functionality includ-
ing monitoring all asset data 112. Similarly, since the lo-
cation module 206 is turned off, the telematics device
200 cannot monitor any location change of the asset 100.
Furthermore, since the network interface 220 (or at least
the model component thereof) is turned off, the telemat-
ics device 200 cannot report any telematics data 212 to
the telematics server 300. The telematics device 200 thus
needs to wakeup periodically to check the status of the
engine, the sensors, and the location module to deter-
mine if the vehicle’s conditions have changed.
[0055] The telematics device 200 may implement a
mechanism for waking up periodically. For example, the
controller 230 may have a periodic timer that may be
configured to run and expire periodically. The controller
230 may have an interrupt mechanism that generates an
interrupt event when the periodic timer expires. The con-
troller 230 may also be configured to wake up when an
interrupt event, such as the periodic timer interrupt event
takes place. In wakeup mode, the controller 230 runs at
a full clock speed and executes machine-executable pro-
gramming instructions which carry out the full function-
ality of the telematics device 200. In the transition from
a sleep mode to a wakeup mode, the controller 230 may
configure a clock generator coupled thereto to switch
from running at a slow clock frequency (such as 32KHz)
to a faster frequency (such as 1MHz or 10MHz). Addi-
tionally, the controller 230, in response to the interrupt
event, may generate output signals to power up the net-
work interface 220, the location module 206, and any
other components which were powered down while in
sleep mode. While in wakeup mode the controller 230
may check the status of the engine by checking the read
asset data 112, may check the sensor data 205 reported
by some sensors 204, may the location data 207 reported
by the location module 206, and may check the I/O ex-
pander interface 250 for activity.
[0056] Some changes or events, determined by the
controller 230, in the asset data 112, the sensor data
205, the location data 207, or the I/O expander interface
status may configure the controller 230 to keep the
telematics device 200 in wakeup mode and not go back
to sleep mode.
[0057] For example, during a wakeup duration, the
controller 230 may check the asset data 112 for battery
voltage fluctuations. For example, when the ignition is
off, a typical 12V vehicle battery may have a battery volt-
age of 12.2V to 12.6V. When an engine is started, it first
goes through a cranking stage. Cranking an engine in-
volves rotating the engine’s crankshaft causing the pis-
tons to move in a reciprocating manner within their cor-
responding cylinders. Cranking an engine is typically

done by a starter motor mechanically coupled to the en-
gine. The starter motor relies mainly on the vehicle bat-
tery to run during cranking. The starter motor draws elec-
tric power from the vehicle battery at the early stages of
cranking thus causing the battery voltage to drop, for ex-
ample to as low as 10V. Near the end of cranking and
subsequently during normal operation the battery voltage
rises as the vehicle’s alternator starts generating electric
power. During normal operation, a vehicle’s battery volt-
age for a 12V battery may be in the range of 13.2V to
13.6V. Accordingly, the changes in battery voltage, which
may be detected during a wakeup period, configures the
controller 230 to keep the telematics device 200 in wake-
up mode. The telematics device 200 may remain in wake-
up mode until the controller 230 detects, for example,
that the ignition has been turned off and/or the battery
voltage has dropped back to the ignition off voltage (such
as 12.2V to 12.6V for a 12V battery).
[0058] In some cases, events detected during a wake-
up duration may configure the controller 230 to extend
the wakeup duration to check for other conditions that
may justify keeping the telematics device in wakeup
mode. For example, during a wakeup duration, the con-
troller 230 may check the sensor data 205 and determine
that the accelerometers have reported some motion. Mo-
tion reported by the accelerometers may be an indication
that a driver has entered the vehicle. The controller 230
may extend the wakeup period until other events or con-
ditions are detected that justify keeping the telematics
device in wakeup mode such as the battery voltage
change. The controller 230 may also power up the loca-
tion module 206 to determine if the motion reported by
the accelerometers are an indication of the vehicle being
in motion. If that is the case, then the vehicle’s location
data 207 is logged. In some embodiments, if the location
data 207 indicates that the vehicle is moving, the telemat-
ics device 200 may remain in wakeup mode for an ex-
tended duration as long as the vehicle is moving. In some
examples, the controller 230 compares the vehicle’s lo-
cation obtained from the location data 207 with a previ-
ously stored location. If the comparison indicates that the
vehicle’s location has changed, then the telematics de-
vice remains in wakeup mode for an extended duration
until the vehicle’s location stops changing.
[0059] As another example for events detected during
wakeup, if the controller 230 detects some activity on the
I/O expander interface 250 then the controller 230 may
extend the wakeup duration to process the I/O expander
data and determine whether the telematics device 200
needs to wake up. For example, the I/O expander may
include a near-field communications (NFC) reader and
the activity may be a tap by a driver’s NFC tag. The
telematics device 200 needs to remain awake until the
tap has been processed. In some embodiments, check-
ing for activity on the I/O expander interface 250 may be
done at a slower rate than other events. For example,
while checking the accelerometer may be done every
100ms (i.e. 10Hz), checking the I/O expander interface
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250 activity may be done every 1 second (i.e., 1Hz).
[0060] Figure 3 is a graph showing a power manage-
ment scheme 800A including different sleep and wakeup
scenarios, as discussed above, implemented by a
telematics device 200. The horizontal axis of the graph
represents time, while the vertical axis represents power
consumption. Since power is the product of voltage and
current, the vertical axis may also represent the current
drawn by the telematics device since the supply voltage
may be largely constant. The graph depicts two main
power consumption levels. When the telematics device
200 is in sleep mode, the telematics device 200 con-
sumes electric power at the sleep power consumption
level 802. When the telematics device 200 is in wakeup
mode, the telematics device 200 consumes electric pow-
er at the regular wakeup power consumption level 804.
Figure 3 depicts three regular wakeup events (hereinafter
"regular wakeups") 813A, 813B, and 813C. The regular
wakeup 813A has a wakeup duration 812A, the regular
wakeup 813B has a wakeup duration 812B, and the reg-
ular wakeup 813C has a wakeup duration 812C. Each
regular wakeup may be triggered by a periodic event such
as a periodic timer expiration interrupt.
[0061] At the wakeup time 810A, the telematics device
200 transitions from sleep mode to wakeup mode. Spe-
cifically, at the wakeup time 810A, the telematics device
200 enters the regular wakeup 813A. The wakeup time
810A may be determined by the expiration of a periodic
timer as discussed above. While in wakeup mode, such
as while in the regular wakeup 813A, the controller 230
checks the asset data 112, the sensor data 205, and the
location data 207. In the case of the regular wakeup
813A, the controller 230 detects no events that require
the telematics device 200 to remain in wakeup mode for
any extended period of time. Accordingly, at the sleep
time 814A the controller 230 puts the telematics device
200 back into sleep mode. The wakeup duration 812A
of the regular wakeup 813A begins at the wakeup time
810A and ends at the sleep time 814A. In some embod-
iments, the wakeup duration 812A depends on how long
the controller 230 takes to check the asset data 112, the
sensor data 205, and the location data 207. The wakeup
period 815 is the time between the start of first wakeup
and the start of the next wakeup event. For example, the
wakeup period 815 starts at the wakeup time 810A and
ends at the wakeup time 810B. If the wakeup period 815
is constant, then a longer wakeup duration leads to a
shorter sleep duration. For example, since the wakeup
duration 812B of the regular wakeup 813B is longer than
the wakeup duration 812A, in order to have a fixed wake-
up period 815, the sleep duration 816B is shorter than
the sleep duration 816A. In some embodiments, the
wakeup duration is independent of the sleep duration.
For example, the controller 230 may start a one-shot tim-
er during the wakeup and put the telematics device 200
into sleep upon expiry of the one-shot timer.
[0062] At a wakeup time specified by 810B, the
telematics device 200 enters wakeup mode again when

it is in the regular wakeup 813B. The wakeup time 810B
may be determined by the expiration of a periodic timer
having a period equal to the wakeup period 815. While
in wakeup mode, the controller 230 checks the asset data
112, the sensor data 205, and the location data 207. In
this case, the controller 230 detects some events in the
sensor data 205. For example, the controller 230 may
receive some accelerometer data indicating some move-
ment in the vehicle. Since such movement may be indic-
ative of a driver entering the vehicle, the controller 230
may keep the telematics device 200 in the regular wake-
up 813B for a longer wakeup duration 812B while it
checks the asset data 112 for further events such as the
ignition turning on or the battery voltage indicating a
cranking event. If no such events are detected, then at
a sleep time 814B, the controller 230 puts the telematics
device back into sleep mode for a sleep duration 816B.
[0063] At a wakeup time specified by 810C, the
telematics device 200 enters wakeup mode by entering
the regular wakeup 813C. The wakeup time 810C may
be determined by the expiration of the periodic timer.
While in wakeup mode, the controller 230 checks the
asset data 112, the sensor data 205, and the location
data 207. In this case, the controller 230 detects events
that indicate that the telematics device 200 needs to re-
main in wakeup mode for an extended duration. For ex-
ample, the asset data 112 may indicate that the ignition
is on or the location data 207 may indicate that the vehicle
is in motion. Accordingly, the controller 230 keeps the
telematics device 200 in wakeup mode by extending the
regular wakeup 813C for the wakeup duration 812C. The
controller 230 may, at time 814C, determine that the
telematics device 200 needs to be put back into sleep
mode. For example, the ignition may be turned off, the
battery voltage may indicate that the ignition is off, and
the vehicle may be stationary.
[0064] Most of the time, when a vehicle is off and sta-
tionary, the regular wakeup 813A followed by sleep mode
for the sleep duration 816A are repeated. For example,
if a vehicle is parked overnight, no events are likely to
configure the controller 230 to prolong the wakeup dura-
tion. Figure 4 shows a graph of a power management
scheme 800B similar to the power management scheme
800A but having a fixed regular wakeup duration due to
the lack of any events that warrant the extension of the
wakeup duration. The period between a wakeup time
810A and a subsequent wakeup time such as 810B is
the wakeup period of the periodic wakeup timer, which
is designated as the wakeup period 815. As shown in
Figure 4, the wakeup period 815A, the wakeup period
815B, and the wakeup period 815C are equal and may
be referred to as the wakeup period 815. Each wakeup
period 815 is comprised of a regular wakeup duration
and a sleep duration 816. The wakeup durations 812A,
812B, and 812C are substantially equal, and may be re-
ferred to as the regular wakeup duration 812. According-
ly, the sleep durations 816A, 816B, and 816C are sub-
stantially equal and may be referred to as the sleep du-
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ration 816.
[0065] The average power consumption of the telemat-
ics device 200 when the vehicle is parked is dependent
on the ratio between the regular wakeup duration 812
and the sleep duration 816 of a wakeup period 815. If
the regular wakeup duration 812 is largely fixed as it is
the duration that takes the controller 230 to check and
assess the asset data 112, sensor data 205, and location
data 207, then lowering the average power consumption
for the telematics device 200 is accomplished by increas-
ing the sleep duration 816, which entails increasing the
wakeup period 815. Increasing the wakeup period 815
may be done by increasing the period of the wakeup tim-
er. However, increasing the wakeup period 815 (and ac-
cordingly increasing the sleep duration 816) may lead to
missing some events. For example, if the wakeup period
815 is 3-5 seconds, accelerometer events caused by ve-
hicle motion triggered by the driver entering the vehicle
may be missed altogether if they take place during the
sleep duration 816. A middle-ground wakeup timer period
may be selected as 100ms. In other words, the telematics
device 200 wakes up 10 times per second (or has a wake-
up frequency of 10Hz) to check and assess the asset
data 112, sensor data 205, and location data 207.
[0066] The detection of a low-impact accident and the
estimation of the damage caused thereby has gained
importance as more car sharing services have become
more prevalent. An example of a low-impact accident is
when a first vehicle is struck by a second vehicle while
the first vehicle is parked. A low-impact accident may be
detected using accelerometers. For example, with refer-
ence to Figure 5, there is shown a first vehicle asset
100_1 being struck by a second vehicle asset 100_2
while the vehicle asset 100_1 is parked (stationary). The
vehicle asset 100_1 has a telematics device 200_1 con-
nected therewith. The components of the telematics de-
vice 200_1 are similar to the telematics device 200 of
Figure 2A and are not shown in Figure 5 for simplicity.
The telematics device 200_1 includes, as one of the sen-
sors 204, a three-axis accelerometer 224. The three-axis
accelerometer 224 is comprised of an x-axis accelerom-
eter 224A, a y-axis accelerometer 224B, and a z-axis
accelerometer 224C. An accelerometer measures accel-
eration. Assuming that the three-axis accelerometer 224
is installed such that the x-axis accelerometer 224A and
the y-axis accelerometer 224B are in the horizontal plane
of the vehicle (i.e., the X-Y plane), then and a low-impact
accident may be determined by detecting an acceleration
that is above an impact acceleration threshold in the X-
Y plane. It should be mentioned that the controller 230
may execute programming instructions which exclude
accelerometer values which are deemed below a noise
level. For example, an accelerometer value may need to
be above a noise threshold to be processed or stored by
the controller 230. In some embodiments, if any or both
of the x-axis accelerometer 224A and the y-axis accel-
erometer 224B detects an acceleration of 1g (wherein g
= 9.81 m/sec2) or more, then the controller 230 of the

telematics device 200 may execute machine-executable
programming instructions which determine the presence
of a low-impact accident. In other embodiments, a result-
ant acceleration raccel is computed as the root mean
square of the x-axis accelerometer acceleration meas-
urement xacceland the y-axis accelerometer acceleration
measurement yaccel or: 

[0067] Since the force of impact is directly proportional
to the acceleration, the force of impact may be computed
from the acceleration data. This is simply because F =
ma, where (F) is the force of impact, (m) is the mass of
the vehicle, which is constant, and (a) is the acceleration
value provided by the accelerometers. In some embod-
iments, a fault is generated at the telematics device 200
if an accident is detected.
[0068] A wake up and sleep regime (or scheme) in
which the telematics device 200 has a wakeup period of
100ms, may be adequate for detecting some events re-
lating to the vehicle’s operation but may be inadequate
for detecting other events such as a low-impact accident.
Most low-impact accidents have durations of 100ms or
less. A graph depicting a low-impact acceleration profile
850 is shown in Figure 7. As shown in Figure 7, a low-
impact acceleration profile 850 has an onset acceleration
852, which is the acceleration value above an accelera-
tion noise threshold 840, such as 1g. The low-impact
acceleration profile 850 increases until it reaches a max-
imum acceleration 854. The low-impact acceleration pro-
file 850 then decreases until it reaches a trailing impact
acceleration 856, which is the last acceleration value
above the acceleration noise threshold 840.
[0069] Figure 6 shows two low-impact accidents each
having a duration smaller than the wakeup period over-
laid on the power management scheme 800A of Figure
3. With reference to Figure 6, the low-impact accident
850A takes place near during the sleep duration 816A.
Most of the forces resulting from the low-impact accident
850A go undetected until the telematics device 200
wakes up at the wakeup time 810B. During the regular
wakeup 813B, the controller 230 receives acceleration
data from the x-axis accelerometer 224A and y-axis ac-
celerometer 224B. The controller 230 computes the re-
sultant acceleration value and upon detecting that the
resultant acceleration is greater than the impact accel-
eration threshold (such as 1g), the controller 230 keeps
the telematics device 200 in wakeup mode (i.e., extends
the regular wakeup 813B) and reads more acceleration
data from the x-axis accelerometer 224A and the y-axis
accelerometer 224B. When the acceleration data from
the x-axis accelerometers 224A and the y-axis acceler-
ometer 224B drop below a particular threshold, and in
the absence of any other conditions that require the
telematics device 200 to stay in wakeup mode, the con-
troller 230 configures the telematics device to go back to
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sleep mode at the time 814A as before.
[0070] The low-impact accident 850B takes place near
the end of the sleep duration 816B. The controller 230
receives acceleration data which are above the accident
acceleration threshold, which may belg for example. The
controller 230 keeps the telematics device 200 in wakeup
mode until the acceleration data drops below the accel-
eration threshold of 1g. In this case, during the regular
wakeup 813C, the controller 230 determines that other
conditions for keeping the telematics device 200 in wake-
up mode are present. For example, as a result of the low-
impact accident, the vehicle may start moving downhill
in which case the telematics device 200 needs to stay in
wakeup mode to capture the motion, speed, and location
change of the vehicle.
[0071] With reference to Figure 6, it can be seen that
capturing the full profile of a low-impact accident with a
wakeup and sleep regime (i.e., a power management
scheme) having a wakeup period 815 of 100ms, for ex-
ample, is inadequate. In many cases the onset acceler-
ation 852 and the maximum acceleration 854 of the low-
impact acceleration profile 850 are not captured by the
telematics device 200 as they take place while the
telematics device 200 is in sleep mode for being in a
sleep duration. Decreasing the sleep duration to 10ms
instead of 100ms may capture more of an accident’s ac-
celeration profile but will drain the battery as the average
power consumption of the telematics device 200 increas-
es due to more frequent regular wakeups.
[0072] The present disclosure proposes a method and
system for impact detection in a stationary vehicle. The
method aims to capture almost all of an impact’s accel-
eration profile, while keeping the power consumption of
the telematics device 200 at an acceptable level. A power
consumption of an acceptable level is a power consump-
tion which does not drain the vehicle’s battery.
[0073] The method provided herein utilizes micro
wakeups in which the telematics device 200 performs
micro wakeups to capture and buffer some sensor data
for processing during regular wakeups. The telematics
device 200 powers up a limited number of peripherals
during the micro wakeups. Accordingly, the power con-
sumption of the telematics device 200 during the micro
wakeups is significantly less than the power consumption
of the telematics device 200 during regular wakeups. For
example, with reference to Figure 8, there is shown a
power management scheme 800C implementing a
wakeup and sleep regime utilizing micro wakeups in the
sleep duration between two consecutive regular wake-
ups. The regular wakeup 813A and the regular wakeup
813B are similar to the regular wakeup 813A and the
regular wakeup 813B of Figure 6, for example. The wake-
up period 815 shown may be 100ms as described above.
Figure 8 shows a plurality of what is referred to as micro
wakeups 833 each having a micro wakeup duration 832.
The micro wakeups 833 involve powering up a limited
number of peripherals in the telematics device 200 such
that certain data can be gathered and cached (buffered).

Accordingly, the micro wakeups 833 consume signifi-
cantly less power than regular wakeups. In case of low-
impact accident detection, the micro wakeups 833 in-
volve the controller 230 getting out of slow clocking mode
and polling the three-axis accelerometer 224 for accel-
eration data. Once the acceleration data is obtained, the
acceleration data is stored in an acceleration data buffer
in the memory 240 of the telematics device 200. Specif-
ically, in Figure 8, 9 micro wakeup durations are shown
between the regular wakeups 813A and 813B. In other
words, every 10th micro wakeup is a regular wakeup. The
power consumption of the telematics device 200 during
the micro wakeups is shown as the micro wakeup power
consumption level 806, which is higher than the sleep
power consumption level 802 but still significantly lower
than the regular wakeup power consumption level 804.
Accordingly, the micro wakeups do not drain the vehicle
battery at the same rate as regular wakeups would.
[0074] During regular wakeups 813, the controller 230
examines the acceleration data buffer and sends the ac-
celeration data as part of the telematics data 212 over
the network interface 220 during the regular wakeup 813.
In some embodiments, if the acceleration data exceeds
a particular threshold, the telematics device generates
an accident fault as will be described below.
[0075] An example of a low-impact acceleration profile
850 overlaid onto a wakeup and sleep regime that in-
cludes both regular wakeups 813 and micro wakeups
833is shown in Figure 9. In Figure 9 a telematics device
200 wakes up for a regular wakeup 813A then goes back
to sleep. The telematics device 200 then wakes up a
plurality of micro wakeups 833. In the depicted embodi-
ment, the telematics device 200 wakes up for 9 micro
wakeups 833A to 8331. A low-impact accident having a
low-impact acceleration profile 850 is shown in temporal
relation to the regular wakeups 813A and 813B, and in
relation to the micro wakeups 833A to 8321.
[0076] In the depicted example, the onset of the low-
impact accident takes place between the micro wakeup
833A and the micro wakeup 833B. As such the onset
and first small portion of the low-impact acceleration pro-
file 850 is not captured by the telematics device 200.
[0077] When the telematics device 200 performs the
micro wakeup 833B, the controller 230 polls the x-axis
accelerometer 224A and the y-axis accelerometer 224B.
As discussed above, the controller 230 may compute a
resultant acceleration value by taking the square root of
the sum of the squares of the x-axis and y-axis acceler-
ation values returned by the x-axis accelerometer 224A
and the y-axis accelerometer 224B, respectively. The re-
sultant acceleration computed in the micro wakeup 833B
is the impact acceleration value 851B. The impact accel-
eration value 851B along with a timestamp thereof are
stored in a buffer in the memory 240. The telematics de-
vice 200 goes back to sleep and after a sleep duration
wakes up for a micro wakeup 833C in which the telemat-
ics device 200 reads the acceleration values from the x-
axis accelerometer and the y-axis accelerometer and
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computes (by the controller 230) the resultant accelera-
tion value as the impact acceleration value 851C. The
controller 230 stores the impact acceleration value 851C
and the acceleration timestamp in the buffer. It should
be noted that the acceleration timestamp is the same as
the timestamp for both the x-axis acceleration and the y-
axis acceleration. The acceleration timestamp is the time
that the accelerometers were polled by the controller 230.
[0078] The process of polling the accelerometers and
computing the resultant acceleration is repeated for all
micro wakeup durations 832. The impact acceleration
values 851D, 851E, 851F, 851G, and 8511 are read and
stored in a buffer during the micro wakeups 833D, 833E,
833F, 833G, 833H, and 8331, respectively. In the depict-
ed embodiment of Figure 9, the telematics device 200
goes to sleep after the micro wakeup 8331 and then per-
forms a regular wakeup 813B. In the depicted embodi-
ment, the trailing impact acceleration 856 is captured dur-
ing the regular wakeup 813B. In other embodiments, the
low-impact acceleration profile 850 may be shorter and
the trailing impact acceleration 856 may be captured dur-
ing a micro wakeup 833.
[0079] During the regular wakeup 813B, the controller
230 examines the buffer in which the resultant acceler-
ation data has been saved during the micro wakeups
833A, 833B, 833C, 833D, 833E, 833F, 833G, 833H, and
8331. If the buffer contains buffered impact acceleration
data, then the controller 230 sends the buffered impact
acceleration data as part of the telematics data 212 to
the telematics server 300 using the network interface
220.
[0080] In some embodiments, the controller 230 may
configure the telematics device 200 to fully wake up, and
power-up the location module 206. If the location data
207 indicates that the vehicle is in motion, the telematics
device 200 remains in wakeup mode and continues to
capture asset data 112, location data 207, and sensor
data 205. The telematics server 300 may, upon receiving
the resultant accelerometer data, plot an accident accel-
eration profile based on the acceleration values received
from the telematics device 200. The telematics server
300 may then send a notification of an impact to the ad-
ministration terminal 400.
[0081] In the embodiment of Figure 9, the accelerom-
eters are configured with a sampling rate similar to that
of the micro wakeups. For example, if the micro wakeups
833 take place every 10ms i.e., have a frequency of
100Hz, then the accelerometers are configured to pro-
vide acceleration data with a sampling rate of 100Hz. In
some embodiments, it may be beneficial to increase the
sampling rate of the accelerometers when an accelera-
tion value indicating an impact is detected. Increasing
the sampling rate of the accelerometers may be accom-
panied by increasing the frequency of the micro wakeups
833 or by extending the micro wakeup 833 as long as
the three-axis accelerometer 224 is providing accelera-
tion readings indicative of an impact, i.e., acceleration
readings having values above the acceleration noise

threshold 840.
[0082] In some embodiments, when an acceleration
value which is greater than the acceleration noise thresh-
old is detected during a micro wakeup, then the micro
wakeup is extended until the next regular wakeup. In the
embodiment of Figure 10, the telematics device 200 is
configured to perform micro wakeups 833 as in Figure
9. In the embodiment of Figure 10, the telematics device
200 extends a micro wakeup 833 and increases the ac-
celerometer sampling rate in response to detecting an
acceleration value indicating an impact. For example, in
the shown embodiment, an acceleration value (above
the noise value) is not detected in the micro wakeup
833A. During the micro wakeup 833B, the controller 230
reads acceleration values from the accelerometers and
computes a resultant acceleration, which is computed to
be greater than the acceleration noise threshold 840 thus
indicating an impact. In this embodiment, the controller
230 executes machine-executable programming instruc-
tions which extend the micro wakeup 833B until the reg-
ular wakeup 813B. Additionally, the machine-executable
programming instructions executed by the controller 230
configure the accelerometers with a higher sampling rate.
For example, the accelerometer may be configured to
provide acceleration values at a rate of 200Hz thus im-
proving the resolution of capturing a low-impact acceler-
ation profile 850. The number of resultant acceleration
values detected at the higher sampling rate 851X are
larger in number than the impact acceleration values
851B, 851C, 851D, 851E, 851F, 851G, 851H, and 8511
of Figure 9 thus giving a high-resolution form of the low-
impact acceleration profile 850.
[0083] In some embodiments, instead of extending the
micro wakeup in response to detecting acceleration val-
ues higher than the acceleration noise threshold 840, the
micro wakeup is converted to a regular wakeup. Addi-
tionally, the accelerometer sampling rate may be tied to
the wakeup mode. The telematics device 200, in this
case, is configured to use a higher accelerometer sam-
pling rate in the regular wakeups 813. For example, as
shown in Figure 11, in response to detecting an acceler-
ation value above the acceleration noise threshold 840
during the micro wakeup 833B, the telematics device 200
switches from a micro wakeup 833B to a regular wakeup
813B. Additionally, the regular wakeup 813B is extended
as long as the detected acceleration values are above
the acceleration noise threshold 840. During the regular
wakeup 813B, the accelerometer sampling rate is in-
creased. At the end of the regular wakeup 813B and as
the acceleration values drop below the acceleration noise
threshold 840, the telematics device 200 evaluates the
detected low-impact acceleration profile 850. In some
cases, the telematics device 200 may remain in wakeup
mode, and perform a complete wakeup by powering up
additional peripherals.
[0084] In some embodiments, detecting an impact ac-
celeration during micro wakeups sets a flag. The micro
wakeups continue as in Figure 9, but the flag indicates
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to the telematics device that the next regular wakeup may
be extended pending analysis of captured acceleration
data. For example, during the next regular wakeup, if an
impact is detected during the micro wakeups, the
telematics device 200 may extend the next regular wake-
up duration and go to a full powered-up mode in which
additional peripherals are powered up such as the loca-
tion module 206 and the network interface 220. This is
shown in Figure 12 wherein detecting an impact during
the micro wakeups starting with the micro wakeup 833B
all up to the micro wakeup 8331 sets a flag which is
checked during the regular wakeup 813B. The flag caus-
es the telematics device 200 to extend the regular wake-
up 813B to further analyze the acceleration data and pos-
sibly power-up additional peripherals such as the location
module 206 and the network interface 220. The telemat-
ics device 200 may send the low-impact acceleration pro-
file 850, along with location data 207 to the telematics
server 300 over the network interface 220.
[0085] Figure 13 depicts a method 1100 implemented
by a telematics device 200, in accordance with embodi-
ments of the present disclosure.
[0086] At step 1110, the controller of the telematics
device configures it to enter into a sleep mode.
[0087] At step 1120, the telematics device performs at
least one micro wakeup having a micro wakeup duration.
[0088] At step 1130, the telematics device determines
at least one value from at least one sensor during the
micro wakeup duration.
[0089] At step 1140, the telematics device stores the
value.
[0090] At step 1150, the telematics device returns to
sleep mode.
[0091] At step 1160, the telematics device wakes up
from sleep mode.
[0092] At step 1170, the telematics device sends the
at least one value from the at least one sensor to a
telematics server.
[0093] It should be recognized that features and as-
pects of the various examples provided above can be
combined into further examples that also fall within the
scope of the present disclosure. The scope of the claims
should not be limited by the above examples but should
be given the broadest interpretation consistent with the
description as a whole.

Claims

1. A method, in a telematics device, the method com-
prising:

entering, by a controller of the telematics device,
into a sleep mode;
performing a micro wakeup of a plurality of micro
wakeups during which the telematics device
powers up a limited number of peripherals;
reading a first value from a sensor during the

micro wakeup;
in response to determining that the first value is
above a noise threshold:

converting the micro wakeup into a regular
wakeup;
reading a second value from the sensor dur-
ing the regular wakeup; and
sending the first value and the second value
over a network interface to a telematics
server during the regular wakeup.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the sensor compris-
es an accelerometer.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the noise threshold
comprises an acceleration noise threshold.

4. The method of claim 2 or claim 3, wherein the accel-
erometer comprises an x-axis accelerometer and a
y-axis accelerometer.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein each of the first value
and the second value is derived from an x-axis ac-
celerometer acceleration measurement of the x-axis
accelerometer and a y-axis accelerometer acceler-
ation measurement of the y-axis accelerometer.

6. The method of any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein
entering into the sleep mode comprises powering
down a plurality of peripherals of the telematics de-
vice.

7. The method of any one of claims 1 to 6, wherein
entering into the sleep mode comprises running the
controller of the telematics device at a slow clock
frequency.

8. The method of any one of claims 1 to 7, wherein
powering up the limited number of peripherals com-
prises powering up the sensor.

9. The method of any one of claims 1 to 8, wherein
converting the micro wakeup to the regular wakeup
involves powering up all peripherals of the telematics
device which were powered down during the sleep
mode.

10. The method of any one of claims 1 to 9, further com-
prising setting a flag in response to determining that
the first value is above the noise threshold.

11. The method of any one of claims 1 to 10, further
comprising extending a regular wakeup duration of
the regular wakeup in response to detecting that the
flag is set.

12. The method of any one of claims 1 to 9, further com-
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prising extending the regular wakeup duration if the
second value is above the noise threshold.

13. A telematics device, comprising:

a controller;
a network interface coupled to the controller; and
a memory coupled to the controller, the memory
storing machine-executable programming in-
structions which, when executed by the control-
ler, configure the telematics device to carry out
the method of any one of claims 1 to 12.
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