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(57) ABSTRACT

A dual channel detector. The first channel includes a first
sensor and the second channel includes a second sensor,
which are deposited on a substrate. The first and second
sensors measure the same physical quantity, but output
different measurement signals. The sensors are connected to
evaluation units via contact points.
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1
DUAL CHANNEL DETECTOR WITH
DIFFERENT MEASUREMENT SIGNALS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a U.S. National Stage of International
Application No. PCT/EP2020/082558, filed Nov. 18, 2020,
which claims the benefit of German Patent Application No.
102019132356.8, filed Nov. 28, 2019, both of which are
incorporated herein by reference in their entireties .

The invention relates to a dual channel detector compris-
ing first sensors and second sensors on a substrate.

The ever closer spatial and temporal interaction between
human and machine means that conventional technologies in
sensor technology can only be used to a limited extent or
have to be completely redesigned for collaborative opera-
tion. The main focus is on the detection and avoidance of
collisions of any kind or the safe stopping of the machine in
case of a collision. This requires suitable detectors and
sensor systems. In addition, such detectors and sensor sys-
tems must basically be able to detect occurring internal
functional errors. Such errors can occur, for example, due to
faulty detection by the sensor or faulty signal processing by
the electronics.

The respective sensor systems have different monitoring
ranges depending on the technology used. For example,
optical and acoustic systems are used more for the detection
of larger distances and systems based on contact protection
strips are used for detection in the immediate vicinity.

However, classic contact detection systems are only suit-
able to a limited extent for the contact detection of machines
in collaborative operation. According to the hazard analysis
of the respective process, the potentially dangerous parts of
a machine must be equipped with suitable sensor technology
in each case.

From US 2010/0181871 Al a pressure sensitive detector
applicable for this purpose is known, which can detect a
mechanical deformation by means of a piezo active pressure
sensitive layer and goes back to the original position after
detection.

WO 2009/011605 A2 further describes a flat, single-layer
pressure sensor with a ferroelectric functional layer made of
the plastic polyvinylidene fluoride (PVDF).

In the publication “PyzoFlex: Printed Piezoelectric Pres-
sure Sensing Foil”, Christian Rendl et al., 2012, UIST'12—
Proceedings of the 25th Annual ACM Symposium on User
Interface Software and Technology, a sensor is disclosed that
responds to both pressure and heat due to the properties of
the material of its functional layer. An evaluation unit
connected to the sensor evaluates its signal and distinguishes
between pressure and heat.

A printed touch sensor is known from WO 2014/037016
Al. Here, to improve local resolution, two independent
sensor layers are arranged on the same side or on the two
opposite sides of a substrate in such a way that the individual
sensor points contained in the layers are congruent.

From DE 26 19 339 Al, arrangements with two sensor
layers arranged vertically one above the other are known,
whereby the two sensor layers can have different polarities.
The functionality of the sensor system is neither improved
nor worsened by this.

It is also known that a sensor matrix can be used to
achieve spatial resolution of a physical quantity to be
detected.
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One problem of known sensor arrangements is that mal-
functions of the sensor technology or the processing elec-
tronics cannot be detected without further aids.

Therefore, the object of the present invention is to provide
a detector that implicitly enables the detection of measure-
ment and signal processing errors.

This object is solved by a dual channel detector described
in claim 1. Further embodiments of the detector are to be
taken from the further claims.

A dual channel detector is provided comprising a sub-
strate having first and second sensors disposed thereon. A
first channel comprises a first sensor that generates a first
measurement signal. A second channel comprises a second
sensor mounted on the substrate laterally adjacent to the first
sensor and generating a second measurement signal. The
second measurement signal represents the same physical
quantity as the first measurement signal, but is different from
the first measurement signal. Further, both the first and
second channel include evaluation units connected to the
respective sensors via contact points. By detecting the same
physical quantity by the first and second sensors, a faulty
function of the detector can be detected. Namely, when
different values are obtained for the same measurand. If the
measurand is only output by one of the channels, there is a
serious error in the other.

The difference between the measurement signal of the
first and second channel can be a different polarity of the two
signals. This can be caused, for example, by different
polarization of the first and second sensors. The electrical
polarization of the sensor has the advantage that a direction-
dependent detection is possible based on the polarity of the
measurement signal. Furthermore, the different polarity of
the first and second sensors serves to further control a
malfunction of the detector. If there is no error, the first
channel and the second channel output the same measure-
ment signal with exactly opposite polarity. If the two mea-
surement signals are not present with exactly opposite
polarity, there is an error in the evaluation units or the
downstream electronics. If the measurement signals of the
first and second channel have the same polarity, a serious
error is present in the evaluation units or the downstream
electronics.

Furthermore, the dual-channel detector can be designed in
such a way that all sensors detect the physical quantity
simultaneously. Thus, the measurement signals of the first
and second sensors can be compared immediately and time
delays can be avoided.

In another form, the detector may be designed such that
the first and second sensor output phase-shifted measure-
ment signals. This shift can be caused, for example, by
different polarities of the first and second sensors. The
phase-shifted measurement signals have the advantage that
they allow further control of a malfunction of the detector.
If both measurement signals are not exactly phase-shifted,
there is an error in the evaluation units or the downstream
electronics. If the both measurement signals are not phase-
shifted, there is an extreme error in the evaluation units or
the downstream electronics.

In a further embodiment, the detector can be designed
such that the first and second sensors output measurement
signals are 180° phase-shifted with each other. These clearly
phase-shifted measurement signals have the advantage that
they further facilitate the detection of a malfunction of the
detector in the case of symmetry (both measurement values
with the same magnitude but opposite polarity/opposite
sign). If the two measurement signals are not symmetrical,
there is an error in the evaluation units or the downstream
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electronics. If the two measurement signals are not phase-
shifted, a serious error is present in the evaluation units or
the downstream electronics.

In a further embodiment, the contact points between
sensors and evaluation units are mechanically decoupled.
This means that the sensor can be changed or deformed by
external impacts such as changes in temperature and pres-
sure or the effects of forces without a detrimental effect on
the evaluation units. The mechanical decoupling can be
achieved by an electro-mechanical connection of the sensors
to the evaluation units. For example, the evaluation unit can
be located on an FR4 board, which is electro-mechanically
connected to the respective sensor. In one embodiment, the
evaluation units may be located directly on the substrate,
together with the sensors. Additionally, the evaluation unit
may be spatially separated from the respective sensor. The
measurement signal can be transmitted via an electro-me-
chanical connection or via a wireless connection.

In a further embodiment, the evaluation units, the contact
points and parts of the sensors are encapsulated, which
protects them from damaging external impacts caused by
changes in pressure and temperature or the application of
force. By enclosing the entire detector with an elastic
material, it can be further protected. Furthermore, the enclo-
sure can ensure that the first and second sensors detect the
same physical quantity.

In at least one further embodiment, the first and second
sensors comprise two spaced electrodes disposed on the
same or opposite sides of a functional layer. The electrodes
and the functional layer may be printed on the substrate. This
allows a high degree of freedom in the design of geometry
or shape of the sensor. For example, also several sensors
may be combined to form a sensor matrix.

In at least one further embodiment, the substrate or the
sensors or both are flexible foils that return to their original
position after deformation. Due to the elastic properties of
the material, the substrate can be adapted to the geometry of
any surface and can be adapted to curved surfaces, for
example.

Furthermore, the detector can contain additional channels
with first, second and further sensors in addition to the first
and second channel. The sensors can also be arranged in a
matrix, which enables better spatial resolution.

The invention is described in more detail below with
reference to examples of embodiments and associated fig-
ures.

FIG. 1 shows a schematic representation of a dual channel
detector with two laterally adjacent sensors of different
polarity.

FIG. 2 shows a perspective view of a dual channel
detector with two laterally adjacent sensors of different
polarity, which is deformed under the impact of force.

FIG. 3 shows in schematic cross-section an embodiment
of a multilayer sensor on a substrate.

FIG. 4 shows a schematic cross-section of a detector in
which sensors and evaluation units are mounted on a flexible
substrate.

FIG. 5 shows a schematic cross-section of a detector in
which sensors and evaluation units are spatially separated
but electro-mechanically connected.

FIG. 6 shows a schematic representation of a multi-
channel detector with four laterally adjacent sensors of
different polarity.

Similar or apparently identical elements in the figures are
marked with the same reference sign. The figures and the
proportions in the figures are not to scale.
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FIG. 1 shows a schematic representation of an embodi-
ment of a detector comprising a first channel 1 and a second
channel 2. The first channel comprises a first sensor 3, which
has a positive polarity. The second channel comprises a
second sensor 4, which has a negative polarity. Both sensors
3 and 4 are applied laterally adjacent to each other on a
substrate 5 and are connected at their ends via contact points
to evaluation units 6 and 7. The first sensor 3 is connected
to first evaluation units 6. The second sensor 4 is connected
to second evaluation units 7.

FIG. 2 shows a possible specified embodiment of the dual
channel detector schematically shown in FIG. 1 for the
detection of pressure or contact. The substrate 5, which is
made of a plastic such as polyethylene terephthalate (PET)
or polyimide (PI), is mechanically flexible. Printed on this
are a first sensor 3 with positive polarity and a second sensor
4 with negative polarity. The sensors are also made of
mechanically flexible material such as the polymer PVDF
and have piezoelectric properties. The electronic evaluation
units 6 are located on FR4 boards 8, which are directly
applied to the flexible substrate and are connected to the
sensors via contact points. If the detector is deformed by a
mechanical force (broad arrow), a voltage signal is gener-
ated in the piezoelectric sensors. Since both sensors have the
same design and are impacted by the same deformation, a
measurement signal of the same amount is output from both
sensors. Based on the polarity of the measurement signals,
a direction-dependent detection of the deformation is pos-
sible. However, due to the different polarity of the two
sensors, the measurement signals are 180° phase-shifted.
This allows simplified error detection without additional
components in the downstream electronics or signal pro-
cessing. Due to its elastic properties, the detector can deform
back to its initial state after deformation has occurred.

FIG. 3 shows a possible multilayer structure of a single
sensor. A first layer is a substrate 5, e.g. PET, polyethylene
naphthalate (PEN) or PI, on which sensors consisting of the
three layers described below are located. A second layer 9
and a third layer 11 comprise electrodes consisting of an
electrically conductive material such as chromium, nickel,
silver or carbon (graphite), which are applied using conven-
tional surface technologies such as vapor deposition, screen
printing or ink jet. An intermediate fourth layer 10 is a
ferroelectric functional layer, which can be made of a
polymer, a ceramic or a polymer-ceramic matrix. Depending
on the material system, the application of the functional
layer is adapted (e.g. screen printing, ink jet, spin coating).
The polymer can be e.g. PVDF and its copolymers. A
possible ceramic is e.g. lead zirconate titanate (PZT).

The evaluation units can be mechanically decoupled from
the sensors.

FIG. 4 shows a schematic cross-section through an
example of the detector. Here, a sensor 3 and an associated
evaluation unit 6 are applied directly to a flexible substrate
5.

In another embodiment, the evaluation unit may be
located on an FR4 board applied to the substrate (not shown
in the schematic figure).

FIG. 5 shows a schematic cross-section through a further
embodiment of the detector. Here, a sensor 3 is applied
directly to the substrate 5. The evaluation unit 6 is spatially
separated. The measurement signal is transmitted via an
electrical-mechanical connection, but can also be transmit-
ted via a wireless connection (e.g. WLAN, Bluetooth). The
evaluation unit can include the following electronic com-
ponents:

Signal amplifier
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Comparator

Analog to Digital Converter

Microprocessor(with software installed)

Flash memory

Resistors

Capacitors

Coils

Loudspeaker

Diodes(e.g. rectifiers, light diodes)

Transistors

Antennas

Data connection(e.g. USB interface)

Capacitive measuring bridge

FIG. 6 shows a schematic representation of another pos-
sible embodiment of a detector comprising multiple chan-
nels. Here, the detector comprises two first sensors 3, which
have a positive polarity. Furthermore, the detector comprises
two second sensors 4, which have a negative polarity. All
sensors are applied laterally adjacent to each other on a
substrate 5. The first sensors are connected at their end via
first contact points to a first evaluation unit 6. The second
sensors are connected at their end via second contact points
to a second evaluation unit 7. Due to the scalability of the
system, each channel can contain any number of sensors.
Furthermore, the detector can comprise further channels in
addition to the first and second channels, which can com-
prise any number of sensors.

In another possible embodiment of a detector, its entire
structure is encased with an elastic material such as a
ferroelectric polymer. The elastic material serves to protect
the sensor, for example by damping the expected deforma-
tion forces. Due to its mechanical flexibility, the sensor can
be adapted to different geometries such as curved surfaces.

LIST OF REFERENCE SIGNS

1 first channel
2 second channel
3 first sensor
4 second sensor
5 substrate
6 first evaluation unit
7 second evaluation unit
8 FR4 board
9 first electrode
10 functional layer
11 second electrode
The invention claimed is:
1. Detector, comprising
a substrate;
a first channel comprising
a first sensor applied to the substrate, and
a first evaluation unit connected to the first sensor via
a first contact point; and a second channel compris-
ing
a second sensor applied laterally adjacent to the first
sensor on the substrate, and
a second evaluation unit connected to the second sensor
via a second contact point,
wherein the first sensor and the second sensor have
identical designs and are each configured to measure an
identical physical quantity, and
wherein, in response to a stimulus affecting the first sensor
and the second sensor, the first sensor is configured to
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6

produce a first measurement signal, and the second
sensor is configured to produce a second measurement
signal that is equal in magnitude but of opposite
polarity to the first measurement signal.

2. Detector of claim 1, wherein the first sensor and the
second sensor are configured to detect the physical quantity
at an identical time without a time delay between the first
sensor and the second sensor.

3. Detector of claim 1, wherein the first and second
sensors output phase-shifted measurement signals.

4. Detector of claim 3, wherein the first and second
sensors output measurement signals that are 180° phase-
shifted with respect to each other.

5. Detector according to claim 1, wherein the sensors and
the evaluation units are mechanically decoupled.

6. Detector according to claim 1, wherein the evaluation
units, the contact points and parts of the sensors are encap-
sulated.

7. Detector of claim 1, which is enclosed by an elastic
material.

8. Detector of claim 1, wherein each sensor comprises two
spaced electrodes disposed on the same or opposite sides of
a functional layer, such that the first sensor and the second
sensor have separate functional layers.

9. Detector according to claim 8, wherein the electrodes
and the functional layer of each sensor are printed on the
substrate.

10. Detector of claim 1, wherein the substrate or the
substrate and the sensors are flexible foils that return to the
original position after deformation.

11. Detector of claim 1, wherein the detector includes, in
addition to the first and second channels, further channels
having first, second, or further sensors, wherein the further
sensors generate a further measurement signal of the same
physical quantity as the first and second measurement sig-
nals but which is different, and wherein a further evaluation
unit is connected to the further sensor via a further contact
point.

12. Detector of claim 11, wherein the sensors are arranged
in a matrix.

13. Detector of claim 1, wherein a direction-dependent
detection takes place during operation of the detector based
on the polarity of the measurement signal.

14. Detector of claim 11, which is configured to detect
pressure or contact, for which purpose during operation a
deformation of the flexible substrate is measured, wherein
the first sensor and the second sensor are made of a mechani-
cally flexible materials and have piezoelectric properties.

15. Detector of claim 1, wherein the first sensor and the
second sensor are configured to generate the first and second
measurement signals in response to an identical physical
deformation of the substrate.

16. Detector of claim 15, wherein the first sensor includes
a first functional layer that is disposed between a first pair of
electrodes, and the second sensor includes a second func-
tional layer that is disposed between a second pair of
electrodes and is separate from the first functional layer, and
wherein the identical physical deformation of the substrate
causes an identical deformation of the first functional layer
and the second functional layer such that the first and second
measurement signals are of equal magnitude.
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