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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-8,23

Claim 8 relates to an optical imaging system comprising a
quasi-telecentric lens assembly having an object plane and
an optical axis according to claims 1 and 7, the latter
appearing to be either known or obvious over the disclosure
of pblication US 2002/149756 Al (D1) which seriously puts
into question the novelty of the subject-matter of claims 1
and 23 of the present application: This document discloses
an optical imaging system comprising a quasi-telecentric
lens assembly (see figure 1 (14)) and a stage (see figure 4
(45)) for relatively translating the object (reticle 6) with
respect to said quasi-telecentric lens assembly (14) along
the optical axis to compensate for distortion otherwise
apparent in the image plane of said quasi-telecentric lens
assembly (see paragraph 42, first sentence, paragraph 58,
sentence bridging columns 4 and 5). Independent method
claim 23 appears to correspond to apparatus claim 1.

The underlying problem to be solved is how to correct for
distortion errors caused by environmental influences like
changes in temperature or pressure. ‘
The special feature is a stage for translating the object
with respect to the quasi-telecentric imaging system along
its optical axis, said transiation having, in opposite
directions, minimal non orthogonal effects with respect to
other aberrations in the image plane.

2. claims: 1,9-15,23,29

Claim 9, or 10, relates to an optical imaging system
comprising a quasi-telecentric lens assembly having an
object plane and an optical axis according to claim 1, the
latter appearing to be known over the disclosure of D1 (see
below). Claims 11-15 are dependent upon claim 10. Claim 29
is dependent upon claim 23, the latter appearing to be known
over the disclosure of D1, and appears to relate to the same
problem.

The underlying problem to be solved is how to monitor errors
caused by environmental influences.

The special feature is the environmental monitor.

3. claims: 1,16-20,23-28
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

Claim 16 relates to an optical imaging system comprising a
quasi-telecentric lens assembly having an object plane and
an optical axis according to claim 1, the latter appearing
to be known over the disclosure of D1 (see below). Claims
17-20 are dependent upon claim 16. Claims 24-28 are
dependent upon claim 23, the latter appearing to be known
over the disclosure of D1, and appear to relate to the same
problem.

The underlying problem to be solved is how to vary the
magnification in the image plane.

The special feature is a second stage translating a
component of the quasi-telecentric lens assembly.

4. claims: 1,21-23,30-37

Independent claim 31 relates to an optical projection system
comprising a quasi-telecentric illumination system and a
quasi-telecentric projection lens. Claims 32-37 are
dependent upon claim 31. Claims 21 and 22, both depending
on claim 1, appear to relate to the same system and problem.
Claim 30 depends on claim 23 and appears to also relate to
the same system and problem.

The underlying problem to be solved is how to optimise the
imaging of the quasi-telecentric projection lens.

The special feature is the pupil matching of the
quasi-telecentric illumination system with the
quasi-telecentric projection lens.
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