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CLOTHES DRYING AND SUNNING DEVICE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No; 669,368, dated March 5;1901.

 Application filed December 6, 1000, Serial No, 38,043, (Nomodel) /7

To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, ROE ToM MELTON, a eiti-
zen of the United States, residing at Brantley,
in the county of Marion.and State of Georgia,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Clothes Drying and Sunning
Devices; and I do declareé the following to be

a full, clear, and exact description of the in-

vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same.

This invention relates to a clothes drying
and sunning device which may be employed
for drying wet clothes or for sunning and air-
ing bed and other clothing or fabries of all
kinds, one object in view being to provide a
device of this'character which may be easily
transported from place to place, adjusted to
expose the clothes to the full effects of thesun,
and reversed to receive and expose clothes
upon either side thereof at will.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a drying or sunning device which may
be left unattended without liability of the ar-
ticles carried thereby being abstracted by an
unauthorized person.

With these and other minor objects in view
the invention consists of certain novel fea-
tures of construction, combination, and ar-
rangement of parts, which will be hereinafter
more fully described, and particularly pointed
out in the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a drying or sunning rack
embodying myinvention. Fig.2isasideele-
vation of the same. Fig. 3 is vertical longi-
tudinal section. Fig. 4 is a cross-section.

Like reference characters designate corre-
sponding parts throughout the several views.

The numeral 1 in the drawings represents
a base frame or support which may be mount-
ed on runners or wheels 2 to adapt the drier
to be conveniently transported from place to
place. On this frame or support is mounted
alower rack 3, on which clothes may be placed
for drying or sunning, if desired. Arising
from opposite sides of this lower rack are sup-
porting-standards 4, and arising from one end
of the rack is a locking-standard 5. A rotary

holder or rack-support 6 for the clothes or
‘fabrie to be dried or sunned is mounted, by
means of stub-shafts or trannions 6°, jour-

. . :
naledin bearingsin thesupporting-standards,
to turn so that either side theLeQL.m'e@ be
brought uppermost and comprises a box or
receptacle open at oppositesidesand provided
with one or more central partitions 7, con-
structed of wire meshing or open-work ma-
terial and forming upper and lower chambers
or compartments for the reception of the ar-
ticle to be sunned or dried. These chambers
or compartments are adapted to be closed by
doors 8 and 9, hinged or pivoted to opposite
sides of the box-like support thereof and
adapted to be held closed at their free sides
by padlocks or other sunitable fastenings 10,
whereby the said articles to besunned or dried
may be confined within the rack, so that the
device may be left unattended without lia-
bility of the articles carried thereby being ab-
stracted by an unauthorized person. The
doors consist each of a rectangular frame hav-
ing stretched across the open space between
its side and end bars a wall of wire meshing
or other suitable open-work material to per-
mit of the free passage of air through the rack
and the free entry of sunlight. The rotary

rack is provided at each end with one or more

hooks 11, which engage eyes or keepers of the
locking-post 5, so that said rack may be held
supported, as shown in Fig. 1, with eitherside
uppermost. The rotary rack is so mounted
that it is almost completely balanced, adapt-
ing it to be readily turned upon its pivots with
ease and facility.

In using the rack the clothes or fabric to
be dried or exposed to the sun are placed in
one of the chambers or compartments of the
rack and the door of said compartment then
closed to confine the articles. The rack is
then locked in proper position to expose the
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clothes to air and sunlight by engaging one .

of the hooks at one end thereof with the eye
or keeper on the locking-post. After the ex-
posed portions of the articles have been ven-
tilated or dried to the required extent the
rack may be reversed on its pivot to bring
the other open side thereof uppermost and
the clothes in the chamber or compartment
on that side exposed to the effect of air and
sunlight, if desired. The rack may then be
turned to alternately expose the clothes in
both compartments or to expose the opposite
sides of the clothes in either one of the com-
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partments, whereby rapid drying of the same
may be effected.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction and mode of operation of

the invention will be readily understood, and !

it will be seen that it provides a simple and
offective device for the purpose stated.. By
its use articles of clothing may be quickly
and thoroughly dried or ventilated, and the

construction of the device permitsof its ready
transportation from place to place and a°

quick and easy adjustment or reversal of the
rack to expose the articlesin such manner as
to receive the full effects of the sun and air.

Changes in the form,proportion, and minor

details of construction may be made within -

the scope of the invention without departing
from the spirit or sacrificing any of the ad-
vantages thereof.

Having thus described my invention, what .

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. Adryingandsunning device ot the char-
acter set forth, comprising a wheeled frame,
standards arising therefrom, a rack mounted
to rotate upon said standards and compris-
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ing a box having a central open-work parti-
tion and open at opposite sides and provided
with open-work doors for confining the mate-
rial therein, and means for holding the rack
in position with either side uppermost, sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. Adrying and sunning device of the char-
acter set forth, comprising a wheeled sup-
porting-frame,bearing-standards arising from
opposite sides of said frame, a locking-stand-
ard arising from one end of said frame, a
rack comprising a box having stub-shafts or
trunnions journaled in said bearing-stand-
ards and open at opposite sides and provided
with open-work doors for confining the'mate-
rial therein and an open-work partition be-
tween said doors, and connecting means on
the ends of the box and locking-standard for
holding the box in position with either side
uppermost, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of twosubscribing wit-
nesses.

ROE TOM MELTON.

Witnesses:

GEO. P. MUNRO,
E. B. REESE.
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