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CACHE COHERENCY IN AN INTEGRATED
CIRCUIT OPERATING IN A LOW POWER STATE"

A method and apparatus for operating an integraied in a reduced-power
consumption state are described. The apparatus comprises power-reduction logic
* which, to place the integrated circuit in the reduced-power consumption state,
gates a clock signal to both first and second sets of functional units within the
integrated circuit. The first set of functional units is distinguished in that it is
required to perform cache coherency operations within integrated circuit. The
apparatus includes an input which is coupled to receive a signal indicating a
Memory access, 1o a memory resource accessible by the integrated circuit, by a
further device external to the integrated circuit. In response to the assertion of this
signdl, the power-reduction logic propagates the clock signal to the first set of .
functional units, to enable this set of functional units to perform a cache coherency
operation which may be necessitated by the memory access by the external device.
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