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(54) SYSTEM AND METHOD TO MANUFACTURE ALIGNER BY MODIFYING TOOTH POSITION

(57) Orthodontic systems and related methods are
disclosed for designing and providing improved or more
effective tooth moving systems for eliciting a desired
tooth movement and/or repositioning teeth into a desired
arrangement. Methods and orthodontic systems include
the generation of an overcorrection in the tooth-receiving
cavities of an appliance worn in the dentition. The over-
correction may provide an improved and more accurately
applied force or moment applied to a tooth. The overcor-
rected force or moment can move a tooth closer to a
desired position than if not overcorrected as sufficient
force can still be applied to the tooth as it gets closer to
the desired position. The overcorrected force or moment
may also better target the root of the tooth where the
biological response to tooth movement occurs. The over-
correction may be calculated in various ways as de-
scribed herein.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE

[0001] This application claims the benefit of U.S. Pro-
visional Application No. 62/119,724, filed February 23,
2015, and U.S. Provisional Application No. 62/119,759,
filed February 23, 2015, the disclosures of each of which
are incorporated herein by reference in their entirety.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Prior methods and apparatus for aligning teeth
can be less than ideal in at least some instances. While
braces can be used to move teeth into alignment, braces
can be cumbersome to wear and can require expertise
to place on the subject. Also, complex movements can
be difficult to achieve and orthodontic placement may
less than ideally address the complex movements of sev-
eral teeth in at least some instances.
[0003] Transparent shell appliances have been used
to successfully move teeth. For example a user can be
provided with a series of transparent shell appliances.
Each shell of the series of shells may correspond to a
stage of the treatment. For example, a fourth shell in a
series of ten shells may correspond to the fourth state of
treatment. Although transparent shell appliances can be
used to successfully reposition teeth, the transparent
shell appliances can provide less than ideal results in at
least some instances. For example, complex movements
of teeth, such as to fill an extraction can be difficult to
treat with transparent shell appliances. Also, in at least
some instances, a wearer of a transparent shell appli-
ance may not complete treatment, for example when
teeth do not move sufficiently with the appliance and the
user stops treatment. Additionally, in at least some in-
stances, the course of treatment may need to be reeval-
uated as the treatment is implemented, which may ne-
cessitate the manufacture of a second series of trans-
parent shell appliances, prolonging treatment time.
[0004] Prior methods and apparatus of aligning teeth
with transparent shell appliances can rely on providing
shells with cavities shaped to the tooth profile at a final
intended position and orientation at a stage of the treat-
ment. Work in relation to embodiments suggests cavities
shaped to position a tooth at a final intended position and
orientation at a stage of the treatment can provide less
than ideal movement. Although attachments can be
placed on teeth to facilitate movement of the teeth with
polymeric shell appliances, the resulting movements can
be less than ideal in at least some instances. For exam-
ple, the force applied to the tooth can decrease as the
tooth moves toward the target position. Also, the move-
ment of a tooth may not be uniform, and the tooth may
move more easily along some dimensions than others.
For example, the movement of a tooth can occur along
six degrees of freedom, and relative movement com-
pared to a target movement can differ among the degrees

of freedom of the tooth. Further, the movement of teeth
can be coupled, such that movement of a first tooth can
affect movement adjacent teeth.
[0005] Prior appliances to move teeth may provide
teeth receiving cavities at locations corresponding to the
locations of the teeth at the end of each stage of treat-
ment. This approach can be less than ideal in at least
some instances.
[0006] Although manufacturing appliances in accord-
ance with target positions of the teeth at the end of each
stage of treatment can be effective, work in relation to
embodiments suggests that the amount of force applied
to each tooth can be less than or greater than would be
ideal, and the corresponding movement of the tooth can
be less than ideal in at least some instances. There can
be a discrepancy between the locations of the teeth re-
ceiving cavities of the polymeric shell appliance applied
and current positions of the teeth. The force and moment
may be created from the deformation of the polymeric
shell appliance put on the teeth. When a tooth is moved
close to its position in the next stage of the treatment
course, the discrepancy between the polymeric shell ap-
pliance used and the tooth also can get smaller. Accord-
ingly, the force applied by the polymeric shell appliance
can be also reduced. When the force is small enough,
there may be no tooth movement achieved until the next
polymeric shell appliance with a new, larger discrepancy
is used. Additionally, the force and moment created by
the polymeric shell appliance can be from the discrep-
ancy of the crown part of the tooth, and may be applied
on tooth crown only, for example. However, the biological
response for tooth movement can be generally centered
on the tooth root and not the crown. Therefore, the force
from the crown discrepancy may be less than ideal for
root movement.
[0007] In light of the above, it would be desirable to
provide improved methods and apparatus for moving
teeth to target positions with polymeric shell appliances.
Ideally such methods and apparatus would more accu-
rately move teeth to target positions with decreased forc-
es.

SUMMARY

[0008] Described herein are embodiments of systems
and methods to generate modified, overcorrected posi-
tions for a set of appliances such as polymeric shell ap-
pliances. An "achievement matrix" may be generated by
data analysis of past treated cases to generate the mod-
ified, overcorrected positions. Alternatively or in combi-
nation, a "force moment matrix" may be generated by
measuring the force and moment from the discrepancy
of a particular polymeric shell appliance from the teeth
of a subject. Alternatively or in combination, a rotational
component may be added to the pure translation move-
ment of a particular polymeric shell appliance to com-
pensate for the tipping effect while moving teeth.
[0009] Other objects and features of the present inven-
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tion will become apparent by a review of the specification,
claims, and appended figures.

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

[0010] All publications, patents, and patent applica-
tions mentioned in this specification are herein incorpo-
rated by reference to the same extent as if each individual
publication, patent, or patent application was specifically
and individually indicated to be incorporated by refer-
ence.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011] The novel features of the invention are set forth
with particularity in the appended claims. A better under-
standing of the features and advantages of the present
invention will be obtained by reference to the following
detailed description that sets forth illustrative embodi-
ments, in which the principles of the invention are utilized,
and the accompanying drawings of which:

FIG. 1 shows a schematic of a tooth in a current
position, a desired target position, an actual resulting
position from the application of a plain polymeric
shell appliance, an overcorrected position, and an
actual resulting position from the application of a pol-
ymeric shell appliance of the present disclosure, ac-
cording to many embodiments;
FIG. 2 shows a flowchart of a method of manufac-
turing a set of polymeric shell appliances with over-
correction, according to many embodiments;
FIG. 3 shows a graph of the discrepancy between a
planned tooth path and an overcorrected tooth path,
according to many embodiments;
FIG. 4 shows a schematic of a tooth in a current
position, a next planned position, and an overcor-
rected position, according to many embodiments;
FIG. 5 shows a flowchart of a method of manufac-
turing a set of polymeric shell appliances with over-
correction, according to many embodiments;
FIG. 6 shows a schematic of rotational tooth move-
ment generated by a polymeric shell appliance, ac-
cording to many embodiments; and
FIG. 7 shows a flowchart of a method of manufac-
turing a set of polymeric shell appliances with over-
correction, according to many embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0012] The present disclosure provides systems and
methods to generate modified, overcorrected positions
for a set of appliances such as polymeric shell applianc-
es.
[0013] In one aspect, a system for moving one or more
teeth with a dental appliance is provided. The system
comprises a database comprising data corresponding to
one or more of: (1) a plurality of discrepancies between

target positions of teeth and achieved positions of the
teeth in response to treatment, (2) a plurality of correla-
tions between teeth movements and force systems ap-
plied by dental appliances, or (3) a plurality of clinical
results of achieved teeth movements in response to force
systems applied by dental appliances. The system can
comprise a processing unit coupled to the database,
wherein the processing unit is configured to determine
an initial position of each of the one or more teeth, de-
termine a target position for each of the one or more teeth
in a treatment plan, and determine a movement vector
to move said each of the one or more teeth from the initial
position to the target position with an overcorrected tooth
receiving cavity position determined in response to the
data in the database.
[0014] In many embodiments, the database comprises
one or more of patient treatment histories, orthodontic
therapies, orthodontic information, or diagnostics.
[0015] In many embodiments, the data corresponds to
the plurality of discrepancies, the plurality of discrepan-
cies comprising a discrepancy of one or more of a force
system, an achievement matrix, or clinical knowledge.
[0016] In many embodiments, the processing unit is
configured to modify one or more tooth receiving cavity
geometries of the dental appliance based on the over-
corrected position.
[0017] In many embodiments, the movement vector is
configured to establish a force system applied by the den-
tal appliance to each tooth to move the tooth from the
initial position to the target position with the overcorrected
tooth receiving cavity position. The force system, when
applied by the dental appliance, can move the tooth from
the initial position to a position closer to the target position
than the overcorrected tooth receiving cavity position.
The force system can comprise one or more of a force,
a moment of a force, or a moment of a couple.
[0018] In many embodiments, the movement vector is
further determined in response to one or more of a min-
imum or maximum vertex distance.
[0019] In many embodiments, the processing unit is
further configured to determine an overcorrected tooth
receiving cavity corresponding to the overcorrected tooth
receiving cavity position, the overcorrected tooth receiv-
ing cavity comprising a three dimensional shape profile
to receive a corresponding tooth having a corresponding
three dimensional shape profile, the three dimensional
shape profile of the tooth receiving cavity being one or
more of rotated or translated relative to the corresponding
three dimensional shape profile of the corresponding
tooth in the target positon in order to define the overcor-
rected tooth receiving cavity position.
[0020] In many embodiments, the dental appliance
comprises a polymeric shell appliance.
[0021] In many embodiments, the processing unit is
further configured to generate instructions for fabricating
a dental appliance in accordance with any of the embod-
iments herein, wherein the dental appliance comprises
a tooth receiving cavity having the overcorrected tooth
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receiving cavity position. The dental appliance, when po-
sitioned on the one or more teeth, can be shaped to move
the one or more teeth from the initial position toward the
target position along the movement vector.
[0022] In another aspect, a method for determining one
or more tooth receiving cavity positions of a dental ap-
pliance for moving one or more teeth is provided. The
method can comprise: providing a database comprising
data corresponding to one or more of: (1) a plurality of
discrepancies between target positions of teeth and
achieved positions of teeth in response to treatments, (2)
a plurality of correlations between teeth movements and
force systems applied by dental appliances, or (3) a plu-
rality of clinical results of achieved teeth movements in
response to force systems applied by dental appliances;
determining an initial position of the one or more teeth;
determining a target position of each of the one or more
teeth in a treatment plan; and determining an overcor-
rected position of one or more tooth receiving cavities of
the dental appliance in response to the data in the data-
base.
[0023] In many embodiments, the database comprises
one or more of patient treatment histories, orthodontic
therapies, orthodontic information, or diagnostics.
[0024] In many embodiments, the data corresponds to
the plurality of discrepancies, the plurality of discrepan-
cies comprising a discrepancy of one or more of a force
system, an achievement matrix, or clinical knowledge.
[0025] In many embodiments, the method further com-
prises modifying a geometry of the one or more tooth
receiving cavities of the dental appliance based on the
overcorrected position.
[0026] In many embodiments, the dental appliance is
configured to apply a force system to the tooth to move
the tooth from the initial position to the target position
with the overcorrected tooth receiving cavity position.
The force system, when applied by the dental appliance,
can move the tooth from the initial position to a position
closer to the target position than the overcorrected posi-
tion. The force system can comprise one or more of a
force, a moment of a force, or a moment of a couple.
[0027] In many embodiments, determining the over-
corrected position comprises limiting the overcorrected
position in response to one or more of a minimum or
maximum vertex distance.
[0028] In many embodiments, the method further com-
prises determining an overcorrected tooth receiving cav-
ity corresponding to the overcorrected tooth receiving
cavity position, the overcorrected tooth receiving cavity
comprising a three dimensional shape profile to receive
a corresponding tooth having a corresponding three di-
mensional shape profile, the three dimensional shape
profile of the tooth receiving cavity being one or more of
rotated or translated relative to the corresponding three
dimensional shape profile of the corresponding tooth in
the target positon in order to define the overcorrected
position.
[0029] In many embodiments, the dental appliance

comprises a polymeric shell appliance.
[0030] In many embodiments, the method further com-
prises generating instructions for fabricating a dental ap-
pliance in accordance with any of the embodiments here-
in, wherein the dental appliance comprises a tooth re-
ceiving cavity having the overcorrected tooth receiving
cavity position. The dental appliance, when positioned
on the one or more teeth, can be shaped to move the
one or more teeth from the initial position toward the tar-
get position along the movement vector. The method can
further comprise fabricating the dental appliance.
[0031] In another aspect, a system for moving one or
more teeth with a dental appliance is provided. The sys-
tem can comprise a database comprising data corre-
sponding to a plurality of discrepancies between target
positions of teeth and achieved positions of the teeth in
response to treatment, and a processing unit coupled to
the database. The processing unit can be configured to
determine one or more initial positions of the one or more
teeth, determine a target position for each of the one or
more teeth in a treatment plan, and determine a move-
ment vector to move said each of the one or more teeth
from the initial position to the target position with an over-
corrected tooth receiving cavity position determined in
response to the plurality of discrepancies.
[0032] In many embodiments, the database comprises
one or more of patient treatment histories, orthodontic
therapies, orthodontic information, or diagnostics.
[0033] In many embodiments, the plurality of discrep-
ancies comprises a discrepancy of one or more of a force
system, an achievement matrix, or clinical knowledge.
[0034] In many embodiments, the processing unit is
configured to modify one or more tooth receiving cavity
geometries of the dental appliance based on the over-
corrected position.
[0035] In many embodiments, the movement vector is
configured to establish a force system applied by the den-
tal appliance to the tooth to move the tooth from the initial
position to the target position with the overcorrected tooth
receiving cavity position. The force system, when applied
by the dental appliance, may move the tooth from the
initial position to a position closer to the target position
than the overcorrected tooth receiving cavity position.
The force system can comprise one or more of a force,
a moment of a force, or a moment of a couple.
[0036] In many embodiments, the movement vector is
further determined in response to one or more of a min-
imum or maximum vertex distance.
[0037] In many embodiments, the processing unit is
configured to receive as input initial positions of each of
the one or more teeth and final positions of each of the
one or more teeth, to determine a plurality of stages cor-
responding to a plurality of appliances to move the one
or more teeth from the initial positions to the final posi-
tions, to determine the target position along a movement
path of each of the one or more teeth for each stage and
to determine the overcorrected position of each of the
one or more teeth in response to the target position along
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the movement path for each stage.
[0038] In another aspect, a system for moving one or
more teeth with a dental appliance is provided. The sys-
tem can comprise a database comprising a plurality of
correlations between teeth movements and force sys-
tems applied by dental appliances, and a processing unit
coupled to the database. The processing unit can be con-
figured to determine an initial position of the one or more
teeth, determine a target position for each of the one or
more teeth in a treatment plan, and determine a move-
ment vector to move said each of the one or more teeth
from the initial position to the target position with an over-
corrected tooth receiving cavity position different from
the target position in response to the plurality of correla-
tions.
[0039] In many embodiments, the database comprises
one or more of patient treatment histories, orthodontic
therapies, orthodontic information, or diagnostics.
[0040] In many embodiments, the processing unit is
configured to modify one or more tooth receiving cavity
geometries of the dental appliance based on the over-
corrected position.
[0041] In many embodiments, the movement vector is
configured to establish a force system applied by the den-
tal appliance to the tooth to move the tooth from the initial
position to the overcorrected position. The force system,
when applied by the dental appliance, may move the
tooth from the initial position to a position closer to the
target position than the overcorrected position. The force
system can comprise one or more of a force, a moment
of a force, or a moment of a couple.
[0042] In many embodiments, the movement vector is
further determined in response to one or more of a min-
imum or maximum vertex distance.
[0043] In many embodiments, the processing unit is
configured to receive as input initial positions of each of
the one or more teeth and final positions of each of the
one or more teeth, to determine a plurality of stages cor-
responding to a plurality of appliances to move the one
or more teeth from the initial positions to the final posi-
tions, to determine the target position along a movement
path of each of the one or more teeth for each stage and
to determine the overcorrected position of each of the
one or more teeth in response to the target position along
the movement path for each stage.
[0044] In another aspect, a system for moving one or
more teeth with a dental appliance is provided. The sys-
tem can comprise a database comprising a plurality of
clinical results of achieved teeth movements in response
to force systems applied by dental appliances, and a
processing unit coupled to the database. The processing
unit can be configured to determine an initial position of
the one or more teeth, determine a target position for
each of the one or more teeth in a treatment plan, and
determine a movement vector to move said each of the
one or more teeth from the initial position to the target
position with an overcorrected tooth receiving cavity po-
sition determined in response to the plurality of clinical

results.
[0045] In many embodiments, the database comprises
one or more of patient treatment histories, orthodontic
therapies, orthodontic information, or diagnostics.
[0046] In many embodiments, the processing unit is
configured to modify a tooth receiving cavity geometry
of the dental appliance based on the overcorrected po-
sition.
[0047] In many embodiments, the movement vector is
configured to establish a force system applied by the den-
tal appliance to the tooth to move the tooth from the initial
position to the overcorrected position. The force system,
when applied by the dental appliance, may move the
tooth from the initial position to a position closer to the
target position than the overcorrected position. The force
system can comprise one or more of a force, a moment
of a force, or a moment of a couple.
[0048] In many embodiments, the movement vector is
further determined in response to one or more of a min-
imum or a maximum vertex distance.
[0049] In many embodiments, the processing unit is
configured to receive as input initial positions of each of
the one or more teeth and final positions of each of the
one or more teeth, to determine a plurality of stages cor-
responding to a plurality of appliances to move the one
or more teeth from the initial positions to the final posi-
tions, to determine the target position along a movement
path of each of the one or more teeth for each stage and
to determine the overcorrected position of each of the
one or more teeth in response to the target position along
the movement path for each stage.
[0050] In another aspect, a method for determining one
or more tooth receiving cavity positions of a dental ap-
pliance for moving one or more teeth is provided. The
method can comprise: providing a database comprising
prior treatment data corresponding to a plurality of dis-
crepancies between target positions of teeth and
achieved positions of teeth in response to treatments;
determining an initial position of the one or more teeth;
determining a target position of each of the one or more
teeth in a treatment plan; and determining an overcor-
rected position of the one or more tooth receiving cavities
in response the prior treatment data.
[0051] In many embodiments, the database comprises
one or more of patient treatment histories, orthodontic
therapies, orthodontic information, or diagnostics.
[0052] In many embodiments, the dental appliance is
configured to apply a force system to the tooth to move
the tooth from the initial position to the overcorrected po-
sition. The force system, when applied by the dental ap-
pliance, can move the tooth from the initial position to a
position closer to the target position than the overcorrect-
ed position. The force system can comprise one or more
of a force, a moment of a force, or a moment of a couple.
[0053] In many embodiments, determining the over-
corrected position comprises limiting the overcorrected
position in response to one or more of a minimum or
maximum vertex distance.
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[0054] In another aspect, a method for moving one or
more teeth with a dental appliance is provided. The meth-
od can comprise: providing a database comprising a plu-
rality of correlations between teeth movements and force
systems applied by dental appliances; and determining
one or more overcorrected positions of one or more tooth
receiving cavities of the dental appliance in response to
the plurality of correlations.
[0055] In many embodiments, the database comprises
one or more of patient treatment histories, orthodontic
therapies, orthodontic information, or diagnostics.
[0056] In many embodiments, the dental appliance is
configured to apply a force system to the tooth to move
the tooth from the initial position to the overcorrected po-
sition. The force system, when applied by the dental ap-
pliance, can move the tooth from the initial position to a
position closer to the target position than the overcorrect-
ed position. The force system can comprise one or more
of a force, a moment of a force, or a moment of a couple.
[0057] In many embodiments, determining the over-
corrected position comprises limiting the overcorrected
position in response to one or more of a minimum or
maximum vertex distance.
[0058] In another aspect, a method for determining po-
sitions of one or more tooth receiving cavities of a dental
appliance for moving one or more teeth is provided. The
method can comprise: providing a database comprising
a plurality of clinical results of achieved teeth movements
in response to force systems applied by dental applianc-
es; and determining an overcorrected position of the one
or more tooth receiving cavities in response to the plu-
rality of clinical results of achieved teeth movements in
response to force systems applied by dental appliances.
[0059] In many embodiments, the database comprises
one or more of patient treatment histories, orthodontic
therapies, orthodontic information, or diagnostics.
[0060] In many embodiments, the dental appliance is
configured to apply a force system to the tooth to move
the tooth from the initial position to the overcorrected po-
sition. The force system, when applied by the dental ap-
pliance, can move the tooth from the initial position to a
position closer to the target position than the overcorrect-
ed position. The force system can comprise one or more
of a force, a moment of a force, and a moment of a couple.
[0061] In many embodiments, determining the over-
corrected position comprises limiting the overcorrected
position in response to one or more of a minimum or
maximum vertex distance.
[0062] In another aspect, a method for moving teeth
of a patient is provided. The method can comprise: pro-
viding a first appliance having a first plurality of overcor-
rected tooth-receiving cavities to move the teeth to first
target positions, the first overcorrected tooth receiving
cavities having positions different from the first target po-
sitions by first amounts; and providing a second appli-
ance having a second plurality of overcorrected tooth-
receiving cavities to move the teeth to second target po-
sitions, the second overcorrected tooth receiving cavities

having positions different from the second target posi-
tions by second amounts; wherein the second amounts
are less than the first amounts.
[0063] In many embodiments, the first amounts com-
prise a first plurality of first amounts and the second
amounts comprise a second plurality of second amounts,
each of the second plurality of second amounts less than
a corresponding first amount of the first plurality of first
amounts.
[0064] In many embodiments, the second overcorrec-
tions are provided after the first overcorrections. Alterna-
tively, the second overcorrections can be provided before
the first overcorrections.
[0065] In many embodiments, the method further com-
prises providing a third appliance having a third plurality
of overcorrected tooth-receiving cavities to move the
teeth to third target positions, the third overcorrected
tooth receiving cavities having positions different from
the third target positions by third amounts, wherein the
third amounts are less than the first and second amounts.
The third appliance can be provided before or after the
second appliance.
[0066] In another aspect, a system for moving teeth of
a patient is provided. The system can comprise: a first
appliance having a first plurality of overcorrected tooth-
receiving cavities to move the teeth to first target posi-
tions, the first overcorrected tooth receiving cavities hav-
ing positions different from the first target positions by
first amounts; and a second appliance having a second
plurality of overcorrected tooth-receiving cavities to move
the teeth to second target positions, the second overcor-
rected tooth receiving cavities having positions different
from the second target positions by second amounts;
wherein the second amounts are less than the first
amounts.
[0067] In many embodiments, the first amounts com-
prise a first plurality of first amounts and the second
amounts comprise a second plurality of second amounts,
each of the second plurality of second amounts less than
a corresponding first amount of the first plurality.
[0068] In many embodiments, the system further com-
prises a third appliance having a third plurality of over-
corrected tooth-receiving cavities to move the teeth to
third target positions, the third overcorrected tooth re-
ceiving cavities having positions different from the third
target positions by third amounts, wherein the third
amounts are less than the first and second amounts.
[0069] In another aspect, for a system or a method
according to any of the embodiments herein, the one or
more teeth comprise a plurality of teeth, and the appli-
ance comprises a plurality of overcorrected teeth receiv-
ing cavities.
[0070] In another aspect, for a system or a method
according to any of the embodiments herein, each over-
corrected tooth receiving cavity comprises a three dimen-
sional shape profile to receive a corresponding tooth hav-
ing a corresponding three dimensional shape profile, the
three dimensional shape profile of the tooth receiving

9 10 



EP 4 241 726 A2

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

cavity one or more of rotated or translated relative to the
corresponding three dimensional shape profile of the cor-
responding tooth in the target positon in order to define
the overcorrected tooth receiving cavity position.
[0071] In another aspect, for a system or a method
according to any of the embodiments herein, the over-
corrected tooth receiving cavity comprises an over cor-
rection of a three dimensional shape profile along one or
more of six degrees of freedom of the tooth receiving
cavity of said each of the one or more teeth.
[0072] In another aspect, for a system or a method
according to any of the embodiments herein, the appli-
ance comprises a polymeric shell appliance and the pol-
ymeric shell appliance has been directly manufactured
with one or more of 3D printing, stereo lithography, or
fused deposition modeling.
[0073] In another aspect, a method for moving one or
more teeth is provided comprising providing a system
according to any of the embodiments herein.
[0074] In another aspect, a system or a method ac-
cording to any of the embodiments herein further com-
prises instructions for manufacturing the dental appli-
ance.
[0075] The methods, systems, and apparatus dis-
closed herein can be combined in many ways, and may
comprise one or more components of known polymer
shell appliances. Known shell appliances to reposition
teeth may include features to facilitate the predictability
of teeth movement. For example, such features may in-
clude "Active Attachment," "Activator," "Pressure Point,"
"Bite ramp," and "Power ridge" available in products of
Align Technology, Inc. of Santa Clara, CA. Such features
may depend on adding features to the plain shell appli-
ance and/or the teeth. For example, by active attachment
with an activator or attachment, more torque can be cre-
ated to rotate the canine or premolar. The power ridge
may be used to create torque to move root in buccal-
lingual direction. The polymer shell appliance inner sur-
face may then be modified partially near the features at-
tached or added to a tooth. However, the majority of the
surface of the polymeric shell appliance may still be in
the original position (i.e., the intended position of the teeth
for the particular stage of treatment) and unchanged. The
instant application refers to such a polymeric shell appli-
ance as a "plain polymeric shell appliance."
[0076] As used herein, the terms "target position" and
"planned position" are used interchangeably.
[0077] As used herein, the terms "patient" and "sub-
ject" are used interchangeably.
[0078] Although reference is made to an appliance
comprising a polymeric shell appliance, the embodi-
ments disclosed herein are well suited for use with many
appliances that receive teeth, for example appliances
without one or more of polymers or shells. The appliance
can be fabricated with one or more of many materials
such as metal, glass, reinforced fibers, carbon fiber, com-
posites, reinforced composites, aluminum, biological ma-
terials, and combinations thereof for example. The ap-

pliance can be shaped in many ways, such as with ther-
moforming or direct fabrication as described herein, for
example. Alternatively or in combination, the appliance
can be fabricated with machining such as an appliance
fabricated from a block of material with computer numeric
control machining.
[0079] Examples of appliances such as polymeric shell
appliances suitable for incorporation in accordance with
embodiments of the present disclosure suitable are de-
scribed in U.S. App. Ser. No. 12/623,340, filed on No-
vember 20, 2009, published as US 2010/0138025 on
June 3, 2010, entitled "Orthodontic systems and methods
including parametric attachments", and U.S. App. Ser.
No. 13/865,091, filed on April 17, 2013, published as US
2013/0230818, entitled "Method and system for optimiz-
ing dental aligner geometry", the entire disclosures of
which are incorporated herein by reference.
[0080] In many instances and for many movements, a
plain polymeric shell appliance may work well. Features
can be added when there are difficult movements such
as significant rotation, extrusion, or root movement. Even
so, the plain polymeric shell appliance itself can still cre-
ate the majority of force and moment to move the tooth.
[0081] A manufacturing process for a plain polymeric
shell appliance may be as follows. First, initial and final
teeth positions may be acquired and a movement path
may be generated of all the teeth. Then, additional fea-
tures such as attachments, dimples, and ridges may be
added to the teeth. A 3D printer may then be used to print
the physical mold of the teeth, jaw, and other features.
A thin plastic sheet may be thermal formed on the mold.
The gingival line may be cut and the polymeric shell ap-
pliance may be removed from the mold. Finally, the plain
polymeric shell appliance may be cleaned and packaged.
[0082] In many embodiments, a processor comprises
a user input and display for a user to position and orient
a plurality of teeth at target positions and orientations for
each stage of a treatment. Alternatively, the user may
input position and orient the plurality of teeth at target
final positions and orientations for the final stage of a
treatment, and the processor may determine positons
and orientations of the teeth at each of a plurality of in-
termediate stages of treatment. The processor may re-
ceive as input the plurality of initial positions and initial
orientations of the teeth. The processor may comprise
instructions to position teeth receiving cavities of the ap-
pliance at positions away from the target positions and
orientations for each stage of a plurality of stages of the
treatment in order to provide activation energy to the ap-
pliance. The processor may comprise instructions to out-
put the positions of the teeth receiving cavities away from
the target positons and orientations for each stage of the
plurality of stages. The processor may comprise instruc-
tions to manufacture a plurality of appliances with indirect
manufacturing comprising thermoforming or direct man-
ufacturing comprising one or more of 3D printing, stere-
olithography, or fused deposition modeling, for example.
In many embodiments, the processor generates instruc-
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tions for fabricating one or more appliances and transmit
the instructions to a fabrication machine, e.g., configured
to fabricate the appliances using indirect manufacturing
or direct manufacturing, or combinations thereof.
[0083] The plain polymeric shell appliance can be
made from the tooth position from the initial and final
positions. In software, for example, the tooth position can
be designed with the following principles in mind. The
teeth may not collide with each other in all stages, or else
the course of treatment can include removal of parts of
one or more teeth. Additionally, in some embodiments,
teeth are not moved too fast because of biological limi-
tations.
[0084] Accordingly, the tooth movement path generat-
ed for each stage of treatment can be related to the limit
that the tooth can be moved for the particular stage of
treatment. The polymeric shell appliance itself, however,
can be used to move the tooth but not to limit tooth move-
ment, for example. The force from a polymeric shell ap-
pliance can be created because the appliance can be
based on the teeth positioning of the next stage of treat-
ment and put on the full dentition of the patient in the
current stage of treatment.
[0085] In this present disclosure, improved methods of
creating polymeric shell appliances are provided. Instead
of creating a polymeric shell appliance with teeth receiv-
ing cavities corresponding to the position of a tooth in the
next stage of treatment, the appliance can be created
based on a modified, overcorrected tooth position, for
example. In this modified tooth position, force and mo-
ment may be created to move the tooth root in the desired
direction, rather than limiting the tooth to next position.
A schematic of a modified tooth position for targeting the
tooth root is shown in FIG. 1.
[0086] FIG. 1 shows a schematic of a tooth in various
positions-a current position 102 (e.g., current position
102a), a desired target position 104 comprising the
planned location of the tooth at the end of the treatment
stage (e.g., next planned position 104a), an actual re-
sulting position 106 from the application of a plain poly-
meric shell appliance (e.g., an achieved position with no
overcorrection 106a, which may exhibit lag in the trans-
lation and/or tipping relative to the next planned position
104a), an overcorrected position 112 (e.g., overcorrected
position 112a, which may exhibit more translation to cre-
ate more force and/or rotation to compensate for tipping
and to move the root relative to the next planned position
104a), and an actual resulting position 114 from the ap-
plication of a polymeric shell appliance of the present
disclosure configured to overcorrect as described herein
(e.g., achieved position with overcorrection 114a, which
may be close to or substantially match the next planned
position 104a). Because the force and moment generat-
ed can decrease as the appliance and tooth discrepancy
decreases, there can be a discrepancy between the de-
sired target position 104 and the actual position 106 that
is achieved. There may be a lag in the translation of the
tooth as indicated by the arrow 108. There may be tipping

or rotation from the root as indicated by the arrow 110.
According to embodiments of the present disclosure, a
polymeric shell appliance may be configured with the
tooth receiving cavities of the appliance at locations cor-
responding to an overcorrected position 112. More trans-
lation may be provided versus the uncorrected appliance
to create more force. Rotation may be added to compen-
sate for the tipping effect and move the root. The force
and moment generated can decrease as the discrepancy
between appliance and tooth decreases. A discrepancy
can remain, however, between the overcorrected posi-
tion 112 of the tooth receiving cavity and the actual po-
sition 114 that is achieved, as the tooth moves toward
the target position. The resulting position 114 from the
overcorrection can more closely match the desired target
position 104 in the course of treatment.
[0087] The appliances such as polymeric shell appli-
ances can be configured in one or more of many ways
with the over corrected tooth receiving cavities to move
one or more teeth as described herein. The tooth com-
prises a tooth profile, such as a three dimensional shape
profile, and the tooth receiving cavity of the polymeric
shell appliance may comprise a corresponding internal
three dimensional shape profile to receive the tooth. The
position of the shape profile of the tooth receiving cavity
of the polymeric shell appliance can be overcorrected in
relation to the next planned position of the tooth. Alter-
natively or in combination, the orientation of the three
dimensional shape profile of the tooth receiving cavity
can be overcorrected in relation to the next planned ori-
entation of the tooth.
[0088] The overcorrection with the three dimensional
shape profile of the tooth receiving cavity can be provided
along one or more of six degrees of freedom. The over
correction can be provided along two or more degrees
of freedom, for example along one translational and one
rotational degree of freedom. The over correction can be
provided along three or more degrees of freedom, for
example along two translational and one rotational de-
gree of freedom. The amount of overcorrection along
each degree of freedom can be determined in response
to clinical data, for example. Additional degrees of free-
dom of the tooth receiving cavities can be overcorrected
to move the tooth to the planned position and orientation.
[0089] The appliance can be configured to move a plu-
rality of teeth with a plurality of overcorrected tooth re-
ceiving cavities at each of a plurality of stages of the
treatment as described herein. Each of the plurality of
overcorrected tooth receiving cavities can be configured
to move the corresponding tooth of the plurality of teeth
to the planned target position.
[0090] Referring to FIG. 2, an exemplary method 200
of creating a polymeric shell appliance may be as follows.
In a step 202, the initial position of the teeth of a subject
may be acquired and input to a processor. In a step 204,
the final, desired position of the teeth of the subject at
the end of a course of treatment may be determined and
input to a processor. In a step 206, the movement path
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for each tooth may be designed. The movement path
may be designed such that, at each stage of treatment,
the teeth may not collide with each other and may move
at a limited speed (e.g., 0.25 mm/treatment stage, which
may for example be 2 weeks). In a step 208, the tooth
movement from the current stage to next stage or next
several stages may be acquired. In a step 210, the tooth
position of next stage may be modified so sufficient force
is created (i.e., the discrepancy from the current to next
stage is sufficiently large) to move the tooth closely to
the desired target position. The modification of step 210
can be performed with an overcorrection in one or more
of many ways. For example, the tooth position may be
overcorrected as described herein. In a step 212, more
root movement may be added to compensate for the
tooth root lagging during the movement, for example with
overcorrection of one or more of the position or orienta-
tion of the tooth receiving cavity. In a step 214, rotation
may be added to compensate and overcome the tipping
effect while tooth is in bodily translation (e.g., for space
closure treatment), for example with overcorrection of
one or more of the position or orientation of the tooth
receiving cavity. In a step 216, other changes may be
applied to improve the force or moment applied, for ex-
ample with overcorrection of one or more of the position
or orientation of the tooth receiving cavity. In a step 218,
a mold of all teeth in the modified aligner (i.e., overcor-
rected polymeric shell appliance) tooth position and jaw
may be created. Other features such as like attachment
and power ridges may be added. The mold may be cre-
ated using 3D printing technology, for example. In a step
220, a thin plastic sheet may be thermal formed to the
mold to create the aligner or appliance. In a step 222,
the gingival line may be cut from the molded sheet and
the aligner or appliance may be removed from the mold.
In a step 224, the aligner or appliance may be cleaned
and packaged. Alternatively or in combination, the appli-
ance can be fabricated directly, for example with one or
more of 3D printing, stereo lithography, or fused deposi-
tion modeling of the appliance, for example.
[0091] Although the above steps show the method 200
of generating a set of polymeric shell appliances over-
corrected to move teeth in an improved manner in ac-
cordance with many embodiments, a person of ordinary
skill in the art will recognize many variations based on
the teaching described herein. The steps may be com-
pleted in a different order. Steps may be added or delet-
ed. Some of the steps may comprise sub-steps. Many of
the steps may be repeated as often as beneficial to the
treatment.
[0092] One or more of the steps of the method 200
may be performed with circuitry as described herein, for
example one or more of a processor or logic circuitry of
a computer or a computerized system. The circuitry may
be programmed to provide one or more of the steps of
the method 200, and the program may comprise program
instructions stored on a computer readable memory or
programmed steps of the logic circuitry, for example.

[0093] Aspects of the present disclosure provide sev-
eral ways to modify the tooth position for the aligner or
polymeric shell appliances, which are discussed herein
and as follows. The methods of modifying the tooth po-
sition may be applied alone, in various combinations, or
in various combinations of their component steps or
parts.

1. MODIFY TOOTH POSITION BASED ON ACHIEVE-
MENT STATISTICS

[0094] The appropriate overcorrection may be deter-
mined using achievement statistics. Achievement statis-
tics describe the relationship between the achieved and
planned tooth movement for post treatment (or in the
middle treatment) cases. A tooth can be considered as
a rigid body and its movement can be described by 6
degrees of freedom (DOFs), or 3 translation and 3 rota-
tions. Optionally, the achievement statistics provide data
corresponding to discrepancies between achieved and
planned target positions of teeth in response to treat-
ment.
[0095] After the treatment, the teeth are moved to a
new position close to the planned final position, but not
exactly the same. The movement from the initial tooth
position to this new position may be called the achieved
movement. The achieved movement can be measured
by taking a new impression, and comparing it to the initial
impression. Alternatively or in combination, other types
of data besides impressions can be used, such as scans
or images of the teeth.
[0096] The relationship between the planned move-
ment and the achieved movement can be described by
a statistical relationship called a Planned-Achievement
Relation.
[0097] The achievement statistics can show coupling
among planned movements and achieved movements,
and cross-coupling among terms can be used to design
the polymeric shell appliance.
[0098] The Planned-Achievement Relation can be es-
timated by data analysis of a large number of treated
cases. In some embodiments, linear regression may be
used.
[0099] The Planned-Achievement Relation estimated
from the after treatment cases can represent full move-
ment, i.e., from an initial position of the teeth to the final
position of the teeth. The Planned-Achievement Relation
for a single stage (which may be referred to as a stage
Planned-Achievement Relation) can be computed from
the full Planned-Achievement Relation when the stage
number is known. The overcorrection can be computed
from the Planned-Achievement Relation. From the
Planned-Achievement Relation, it can be known that the
desired final positions of the teeth may not be fully
achieved using a plain aligner or polymeric shell appli-
ance. An overcorrection may be used to amplify and cor-
rect the movement.
[0100] However, the overcorrection movement can be
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adjusted more to deal with complicated tooth movement.
A consideration may be to blend the overcorrection with
planned movement. In some embodiments, when treat-
ment is started, the overcorrection should not be too great
because a greater than necessary overcorrection may
apply too great a force to the root and cause the patient
pain and/or discomfort. After several weeks, teeth may
start moving and the bone near the root may get soft
because of the biological response. Then, further over-
correction can be added. In some embodiments, when
the treatment is reaching the final stage, the overcorrec-
tion can be reduced to let the tooth move closer to final
position, rather than having a larger overcorrection posi-
tion.
[0101] The data from clinical studies can be fit, for ex-
ample with a linear regression of the coefficients of the
achievement matrix and R2 values determined.
[0102] The change of overcorrection is shown in the
overcorrection graph 400 of FIG. 3. The graph 400 shows
the planned tooth path 402 of one or more teeth of the
subject, and the overcorrected tooth receiving cavity path
404 for a plurality of stages of treatment, e.g. 0 (initial
prior to treatment), 1, 2, etc. to N, where N is the final
stage. The graph 400 includes a line for the planned tooth
path 402, which can be compared to the overcorrected
tooth path 404. There may be greater overcorrection at
early stage 406 versus at the later stage 408. Each stage
has a planned tooth position of the subject and a corre-
sponding overcorrected tooth position of the tooth receiv-
ing cavity of the appliance as shown with the dashed line
of stages 1 and 2, for example. Each of the plurality of
teeth receiving cavities of an appliance for a stage can
be overcorrected with reference to the tooth position as
described herein. The tooth receiving cavities of the final
stage may or may not be overcorrected, and the appli-
ance may be left on the teeth for a longer amount of time
to ensure that the teeth have moved to the final target
positions.
[0103] The processing unit as described herein can be
configured with instructions to receive as input initial po-
sitions of each of the one or more teeth and final positons
of each of the one or more teeth. The processing unit
can be configured with instructions to determine a plu-
rality of stages corresponding to a plurality of appliances
to move the one or more teeth from the initial positions
to the final positions. The processing unit can be config-
ured to determine the target position along a planned
movement path of each of the one or more teeth for each
stage and to determine the overcorrected position of
each of the one or more tooth receiving cavities in re-
sponse to the target position along the movement path
for each stage, for example.
[0104] The overcorrection may be gradually reduced
to none as the treatment course nears completion. Such
reduction in the overcorrection may be provided to allow
the soft tissue of the patient to begin to set, for example.
[0105] Improved methods and systems to move teeth
by applying such gradually decreasing overcorrections

are provided by the present disclosure. The positions of
the tooth receiving cavities of the appliance can be lo-
cated to provide overcorrection force vectors to the teeth.
For example, if the target location of the tooth for the
present stage is located 0.2 mm from the position of the
immediately prior stage, the tooth receiving cavity can
be located 0.3 mm from the position of the prior stage in
order to provide overcorrection with the desired force
vector, for example. A first overcorrected force vector
may be applied on teeth to move the teeth to a first target
position with a first overcorrected tooth receiving cavity
of a first appliance. The first overcorrected force vector
may have a first overcorrection directed to move the teeth
to a first overcorrected position different from the first
target position. A second overcorrected force vector may
then be applied on the teeth to move the teeth to a second
target position with a second overcorrected tooth receiv-
ing cavity of a second appliance. The second overcor-
rected force vector may have a second overcorrection
directed to move the teeth to a second overcorrected
position different from the second target position. The
second overcorrection may be less than the first over-
correction and may be applied after the first overcorrec-
tion. A third overcorrected force vector may be applied
on the teeth to move the teeth to a third target position
with a third over corrected tooth receiving cavity of a third
appliance. The third overcorrected force vector may have
a third overcorrection directed to move the teeth to a third
overcorrected position different from the third target po-
sition. The third overcorrection may be less than the first
and second overcorrections. First, second, and/or third
shell appliances having first, second, and/or third plural-
ities of tooth-receiving cavities, for example, may be pro-
vided and configured to apply the first, second, and/or
third overcorrected force vectors on the tooth, for exam-
ple. A person of ordinary skill in the art will recognize
variations in one or more of the order, timing or amount
of overcorrection.
[0106] Another adjustment may include the minimum
and maximum crown movement. In some embodiments,
to move the tooth, enough force but not too large of a
force should be applied to the tooth. For an aligner or
polymeric shell appliance, the force created can be re-
lated to the discrepancy between the aligner or appliance
to the tooth. The overcorrection movement can be mod-
ified as follows and as described herein.
[0107] The maximum movement distance for all crown
surface points, from the current position to the overcor-
rection position, can be measured. This maximum vertex
distance can be bigger than one number, for example,
0.2 mm. This distance can be less than another number,
for example 0.50 mm. If the distance is too big or small,
the overcorrection movement can be increased or re-
duced by multiplying the movement vector.
[0108] FIG. 4 shows a schematic of tooth positions and
is an example of a tooth in a current position 502, a
planned target position 504, and an overcorrected target
position 506. It can be seen that the overcorrected target
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position 506 can involve more movement than the
planned target position 504, particularly for root part 508.
The greater movement may be because the root can be
normally hard to move so the aligner or polymeric shell
appliance can be manufactured to move root 508 more.
[0109] FIG. 5 shows a flow chart of a method 600 of
creating a polymeric shell appliance using an "achieve-
ment matrix" as described herein and above. In a step
602, after treatment cases for various patients may be
collected. In a step 604, impressions of the dentition of
the various patients may be made before and after the
treatment to estimate the tooth movement achieved. In
a step 606, the impressions may be matched to estimate
the achieved tooth movement. Alternatively or in combi-
nation, other types of data besides impressions can be
used, such as scans or images of the dentition before
and after treatment. In a step 608, an achievement matrix
may be built using the estimated achieved tooth move-
ments of the various embodiments. The achievement
matrix may be built using data analysis such as linear
regression. In a step 610, the achievement matrix may
be inverted to generate the overcorrection matrix. The
achievement matrix can be used to correct tooth move-
ment in response to one or more discrepancies. In a step
612, the overcorrection movement for each treatment
stage may be generated by acquiring the plan movement
vector for each treatment stage and multiplying by the
overcorrection matrix. In a step 614, the overcorrection
movement may be adjusted so the maximum vertex
movement of the crown is not too small or too large (e.g.,
greater than 0.2 mm and less than 0.5 mm). In a step
616, the overcorrection movement may be applied to the
current treatment stage to obtain the modified tooth po-
sition. In a step 618, an aligner or polymeric shell appli-
ance may be created from the modified tooth positions
of all teeth.
[0110] Although the above steps show the method 600
of generating a set of polymeric shell appliances over-
corrected to move teeth in an improved manner in ac-
cordance with many embodiments, a person of ordinary
skill in the art will recognize many variations based on
the teaching described herein. The steps may be com-
pleted in a different order. Steps may be added or delet-
ed. Some of the steps may comprise sub-steps. Many of
the steps may be repeated as often as beneficial to the
treatment.
[0111] One or more of the steps of the method 600
may be performed with circuitry as described herein, for
example one or more of a processor or logic circuitry of
a computer or a computerized system. The circuitry may
be programmed to provide one or more of the steps of
the method 600, and the program may comprise program
instructions stored on a computer readable memory or
programmed steps of the logic circuitry, for example.

2. MODIFY TOOTH POSITION BASED ON CLINICAL 
AND/OR MECHANICAL KNOWLEDGE.

[0112] Another method of generating the overcorrec-
tions may be to use clinical and/or mechanical knowledge
based on a history of multiple cases of treatment to move
teeth with aligners or polymeric shell appliances. The
clinical and/or mechanical knowledge can provide infor-
mation regarding correlations between teeth movements
and force systems applied by dental appliances, as well
as clinical results of achieved teeth movements in re-
sponse to force systems applied by dental appliances.
[0113] For example, when using aligners or polymeric
shell appliances to treat a premolar extraction case, there
may be an undesirable tipping effect of the canine when
the space is closed. When the canine is translated dis-
tally, force can be mostly applied to the crown, which can
tip the canine toward the molar. After the treatment is
finished, the canine root may be straight and not aligned
well with the other teeth. To better straighten and align
the canine root, an attachment may be provided to the
canine to add more torque and compensate for the tip-
ping. Alternatively or in combination, the tooth position
may be modified with some rotation or torque.
[0114] Referring to FIG. 6, to create such a modified
position, one may first determine whether premolar ex-
traction or space closure treatment is appropriate. For
canines 1002, the root apex may be rotated distally
(around the X axis of the crown basis) as indicated by
the arrow 1004 and lingually (around the Y axis of the
crown basis) as indicated by the arrow 1006. The tipping
from the distal translation as indicated by arrow 1008 and
lingual movement as indicated by arrow 1010 can there-
by be compensated. For the activation of a second
premolar 1012, the root apex can be rotated mesially
(around the X axis of the crown basis) as indicated by
the arrow 1014 and the second premolar can be trans-
lated distally as indicated by the arrow 1016 in the mean-
time.
[0115] Referring to FIG. 7, a method 1100 of generat-
ing an overcorrected polymeric shell appliance can be
as follows. First, the initial and final positions of teeth in
the course of treatment may be determined in a step
1102. Then, the tooth movement path may be defined
based on clinical limitations, for example, to avoid the
tooth collision and velocity (0.25mm / 2 weeks). From the
first tooth movement path, a second tooth movement
path may be created in a step 1106 and used to generate
an aligner or polymeric shell appliance in a step 1108.
The limitation(s) of the tooth arrangement in the second
path can be bigger than that of the first path. For example,
tooth collision may be allowed, and the velocity can be
bigger than 0.25mm for 2 weeks.
[0116] The knowledge to generate the second tooth
movement path or arrangement can be drawn from var-
ious sources. In a step 1110, for example, data analysis
may be performed for past treatment cases. In a step
1112, for example, the mechanical properties (i.e., the
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force / torque created) of various aligners or polymeric
shell appliances may be measured in a laboratory. In a
step 1114, for example, the overcorrection may account
for attachments to the teeth such as a power ridge and
the like. If an attachment is used, the overcorrection can
be small because attachment may already help engage-
ment and create force. In a step 1116, for example, pre-
vious clinical knowledge may be applied. In a step 1118,
the overcorrection or modification from the first to second
tooth paths may be larger for the initial and middle stages
of the treatment, while getting smaller when the treatment
is close to completed so that the final tooth arrangement
is close to the final position.
[0117] In a step 1120, an overcorrected appliance is
generated in response to one or more discrepancies as
described above.
[0118] Although the above steps show the method
1100 of generating a set of polymeric shell appliances
overcorrected to move teeth in an improved manner in
accordance with many embodiments, a person of ordi-
nary skill in the art will recognize many variations based
on the teaching described herein. The steps may be com-
pleted in a different order. Steps may be added or delet-
ed. Some of the steps may comprise sub-steps. Many of
the steps may be repeated as often as beneficial to the
treatment.
[0119] One or more of the steps of the method 1100
may be performed with circuitry as described herein, for
example one or more of a processor or logic circuitry of
a computer or a computerized system. The circuitry may
be programmed to provide one or more of the steps of
the method 1100, and the program may comprise pro-
gram instructions stored on a computer readable memory
or programmed steps of the logic circuitry, for example.
[0120] While preferred embodiments of the present in-
vention have been shown and described herein, it will be
obvious to those skilled in the art that such embodiments
are provided by way of example only. Numerous varia-
tions, changes, and substitutions will now occur to those
skilled in the art without departing from the invention. It
should be understood that various alternatives to the em-
bodiments of the invention described herein may be em-
ployed in practicing the invention. It is intended that the
following claims define the scope of the invention and
that methods and structures within the scope of these
claims and their equivalents be covered thereby.
[0121] The invention may be defined by the following
clauses, which form part of the disclosure:

1. A system for moving one or more teeth with a
dental appliance, the system comprising:

a database comprising data corresponding to
one or more of: (1) a plurality of discrepancies
between target positions of teeth and achieved
positions of the teeth in response to treatment,
(2) a plurality of correlations between teeth
movements and force systems applied by dental

appliances, or (3) a plurality of clinical results of
achieved teeth movements in response to force
systems applied by dental appliances; and
a processing unit coupled to the database,
wherein the processing unit is configured to de-
termine an initial position of each of the one or
more teeth, determine a target position for each
of the one or more teeth in a treatment plan, and
determine a movement vector to move said each
of the one or more teeth from the initial position
to the target position with an overcorrected tooth
receiving cavity position determined in response
to the data in the database.

2. The system of clause 1, wherein the database
comprises one or more of patient treatment histories,
orthodontic therapies, orthodontic information, or di-
agnostics.
3. The system of clause 1, wherein the data corre-
sponds to the plurality of discrepancies, the plurality
of discrepancies comprising a discrepancy of one or
more of a force system, an achievement matrix, or
clinical knowledge.
4. The system of clause 1, wherein the processing
unit is configured to modify one or more tooth receiv-
ing cavity geometries of the dental appliance based
on the overcorrected position.
5. The system of clause 1, wherein the movement
vector is configured to establish a force system ap-
plied by the dental appliance to each tooth to move
the tooth from the initial position to the target position
with the overcorrected tooth receiving cavity posi-
tion.
6. The system of clause 5, wherein the force system
when applied by the dental appliance moves the
tooth from the initial position to a position closer to
the target position than the overcorrected tooth re-
ceiving cavity position.
7. The system of clause 5, wherein the force system
comprises one or more of a force, a moment of a
force, or a moment of a couple.
8. The system of clause 1, wherein the movement
vector is further determined in response to one or
more of a minimum or maximum vertex distance.
9. The system of clause 1, wherein the processing
unit is further configured to determine an overcor-
rected tooth receiving cavity corresponding to the
overcorrected tooth receiving cavity position, the
overcorrected tooth receiving cavity comprising a
three dimensional shape profile to receive a corre-
sponding tooth having a corresponding three dimen-
sional shape profile, the three dimensional shape
profile of the tooth receiving cavity being one or more
of rotated or translated relative to the corresponding
three dimensional shape profile of the corresponding
tooth in the target positon in order to define the over-
corrected tooth receiving cavity position.
10. The system of clause 1, wherein the dental ap-
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pliance comprises a polymeric shell appliance.
11. The system of clause 1, wherein the processing
unit is further configured to generate instructions for
fabricating a dental appliance, the dental appliance
including a tooth receiving cavity and which, when
in position on the one or more teeth, is adapted to
move said one or more teeth from said initial position
toward said target position along said movement
vector.
12. A method for determining one or more tooth re-
ceiving cavity positions of a dental appliance for mov-
ing one or more teeth, the method comprising:

providing a database comprising data corre-
sponding to one or more of: (1) a plurality of dis-
crepancies between target positions of teeth
and achieved positions of teeth in response to
treatments, (2) a plurality of correlations be-
tween teeth movements and force systems ap-
plied by dental appliances, or (3) a plurality of
clinical results of achieved teeth movements in
response to force systems applied by dental ap-
pliances;
determining an initial position of the one or more
teeth;
determining a target position of each of the one
or more teeth in a treatment plan; and
determining an overcorrected position of one or
more tooth receiving cavities of the dental ap-
pliance in response to the data in the database.

13. The method of clause 12, wherein the database
comprises one or more of patient treatment histories,
orthodontic therapies, orthodontic information, or di-
agnostics.
14. The method of clause 12, wherein the data cor-
responds to the plurality of discrepancies, the plu-
rality of discrepancies comprising a discrepancy of
one or more of a force system, an achievement ma-
trix, or clinical knowledge.
15. The method of clause 12, further comprising
modifying a geometry of the one or more tooth re-
ceiving cavities of the dental appliance based on the
overcorrected position.
16. The method of clause 12, wherein the dental ap-
pliance is configured to apply a force system to the
tooth to move the tooth from the initial position to the
target position with the overcorrected tooth receiving
cavity position.
17. The method of clause 15, wherein the force sys-
tem when applied by the dental appliance moves the
tooth from the initial position to a position closer to
the target position than the overcorrected position.
18. The method of clause 15, wherein the force sys-
tem comprises one or more of a force, a moment of
a force, or a moment of a couple.
19. The method of clause 12, wherein determining
the overcorrected position comprises limiting the

overcorrected position in response to one or more
of a minimum or maximum vertex distance.
20. The method of clause 12, further comprising de-
termining an overcorrected tooth receiving cavity
corresponding to the overcorrected tooth receiving
cavity position, the overcorrected tooth receiving
cavity comprising a three dimensional shape profile
to receive a corresponding tooth having a corre-
sponding three dimensional shape profile, the three
dimensional shape profile of the tooth receiving cav-
ity being one or more of rotated or translated relative
to the corresponding three dimensional shape profile
of the corresponding tooth in the target positon in
order to define the overcorrected position.
21. The method of clause 12, wherein the dental ap-
pliance comprises a polymeric shell appliance.
22. The method of clause 12, further comprising gen-
erating instructions for fabricating a dental appliance
where the dental appliance comprises a tooth receiv-
ing cavity and adapted such that the dental appli-
ance, when positioned on the one or more teeth, can
move the one or more teeth from said initial position
to said target position along a movement vector.
23. The method of clause 22, further comprising fab-
ricating the dental applicance.

Claims

1. A system for determining one or more tooth receiving
cavity positions of a dental appliance for moving one
or more teeth, the system comprising:

a processor; and
a memory comprising instructions that, when ex-
ecuted by the processor, cause the system to
perform operations comprising:

receiving an initial position of each tooth of
the one or more teeth,
determining a target position for each tooth
of the one or more teeth in a treatment plan,
determining a tooth receiving cavity position
to move each tooth of the one or more teeth
from the initial position toward the target po-
sition, wherein the tooth receiving cavity po-
sition is determined based on data compris-
ing one or more of: (1) a plurality of discrep-
ancies between target positions of teeth and
achieved positions of the teeth in response
to treatment, (2) a plurality of correlations
between teeth movements and force sys-
tems applied by dental appliances, or (3) a
plurality of clinical results of achieved teeth
movements in response to force systems
applied by dental appliances, and
generating instructions for fabricating the
dental appliance having a tooth receiving
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cavity in the determined tooth receiving cav-
ity position for each tooth of the one or more
teeth.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the data is stored in
a database accessible by the processor.

3. The system of claims 1 or 2, wherein the determined
tooth receiving cavity position is an overcorrected
tooth receiving cavity position.

4. The system of any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein the
determined tooth receiving cavity position is one or
more of translated or rotated relative to the target
position.

5. The system of any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein the
operations further comprise modifying a tooth receiv-
ing cavity geometry of the dental appliance based
on the determined tooth receiving cavity position.

6. The system of any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein the
movement vector for each tooth of the one or more
teeth is associated with a force system applied by
the dental appliance to move each tooth from the
initial position to the target position with the deter-
mined tooth receiving cavity position.

7. The system of claim 6, wherein the force system
when applied by the dental appliance moves the cor-
responding tooth from the initial position to a position
closer to the target position than to the determined
tooth receiving cavity position.

8. The system of claims 5 or 6, wherein the force system
comprises one or more of a force, a moment of a
force, or a moment of a couple.

9. A computer-implemented method for determining
one or more tooth receiving cavity positions of a den-
tal appliance for moving one or more teeth, the com-
puter-implemented method comprising:

receiving an initial position of each tooth of the
one or more teeth,
determining a target position for each tooth of
the one or more teeth in a treatment plan,
determining a tooth receiving cavity position to
move each tooth of the one more teeth from the
initial position toward the target position, where-
in the tooth receiving cavity position is deter-
mined based on data comprising one or more
of: (1) a plurality of discrepancies between target
positions of teeth and achieved positions of the
teeth in response to treatment, (2) a plurality of
correlations between teeth movements and
force systems applied by dental appliances, or
(3) a plurality of clinical results of achieved teeth

movements in response to force systems ap-
plied by dental appliances; and
generating instructions for fabricating the dental
appliance having a tooth receiving cavity in the
determined tooth receiving cavity position for
each tooth of the one or more teeth.

10. The computer-implemented method of claim 9, fur-
ther comprising providing a database comprising the
data.

11. The computer-implemented method of claims 9 or
10, wherein the determined tooth receiving cavity
position is an overcorrected tooth receiving cavity
position.

12. The computer-implemented method of any one of
claims 9 to 11, wherein the determined tooth receiv-
ing cavity position is one or more of translated or
rotated relative to the target position.

13. The computer-implemented method of any one of
claims 9 to 12, further comprising modifying a tooth
receiving cavity geometry of the dental appliance
based on the determined tooth receiving cavity po-
sition.

14. The computer-implemented method of any one of
claims 9 to 13, wherein the dental appliance is con-
figured to apply a force system to each tooth of the
one or more teeth to move the tooth from the initial
position to the target position with the determined
tooth receiving cavity position.

15. The computer-implemented method of any one of
claims 9 to 14, further comprising fabricating the den-
tal appliance.
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