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(57) Abstract

folds.

(54) Title: LIGATING STRUCTURE HAVING GREATER STRETCHABILITY, GREATER SHELF LIFE, AND GREATER LIGATING
CHARACTERISTICS AND METHOD OF MANUFACTURE

A ligating band (10) is formed so as to have a pre-stress compression
along its inner periphery and a pre-stress tension along its outer periphery
(12) at a free state, wherein all the material of the band is at a substantially
equal tension when the band is subject to full circumferential expansion.
In a free state, the inner periphery can buckle, at least partially filling an
inner perimeter defined by the inner periphery with a plurality of material
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Independent Claim 17 attempts to define some features by the result to be
achieved by these features (i.e. formed so that...) making this claim
completely unclear so that no meaningful search can be performed.
Independent Claim 34 concerning a method for making an elastic band gives
only an idea which product features should be present after the method
has been performed rather than defining at least one method step which
leads to the product defined. Therefore, Claim 34 is completely unclear
with regard to the method steps.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. Claims: 1-12,34-40

An elastic medical ligating band having an inner diameter
and an outer diameter formed so that in a fully
circumferentially expanded state all the material of the

band is in substantially uniform tension and method for
making.

2. Claims: 13-16

An elastic medical ligating band formed so that the inner
diameter region is substantially filled with material folds
or inwardly protruding material.
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