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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EDWARD JAMES GOR-
MAN, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Adrian, inthe county of Lenawee and State

5 of Michigan, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Covers for Receptacles, of
which the following is a specification. -

This invention relates to a cover for recep-
tacles of various kinds—such as baskets, bar-

10 rels, pails, and the like; and the object of the
invention is to provide a simple article of this
character which can be readily and inexpen-
sively made and easily applied.

The improved coverisprovided with a fixed

15 arm and a movable arm adapted to fit upon
said fixed arm, the outerends of the arms ex-
tending beyond the outer edge of said cover,
and means for holding the movable arm
against endwise movement relatively to the
fixed one. The outer ends of the arms are
adapted to extend through keepers upon the
receptacle, which keepers may be the handles
of said receptacle. The fixed arm of the cover
is passed through a keeper of the receptacle,
and the movable arm is passed through the
other keeper as the cover is put into place,
and when the movable arm is fitted against
its companion it is held against endwise move-
mentrelatively to thelatter, wherebythe cover
will besecurely held in position. Inthe pres-
ehtcasethe fixed arm is provided with a staple
or its equivalent adapted to extend through
and snugly fit in a slot in the movable arm,
and when the latter is in its effective position
a wire or the like is passed through the staple
and its ends sealed, whereby the cover can-
not be removed without breaking the seal.
The breaking of the seal by unauthorized
persons will indicate that the contents of the
1eceptacle which the cover tops have been
tampered with.

The invention is shown in one simple em-
bodiment thereof in the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of this speeiﬁeation. and
in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im-
proved device. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal cen-
tral section of the same applied to a basket.

Like characters refer to like parts in both
5o figures.

The improved cover may be used in con-
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nection with different kinds of receptacles for
containing various articles of merchandise—
such as fruit, oysters, butter, &ec.—and in the
drawings I have shown the same as topping
a basket 2.

The improved cover is denotedin a general
way by the numeral 3 and is'shown as being
of circular slatted construction, the spaces
between the slats providing for the entrance 6o
of air into the receptacle. I do mnot of course
limit myself to making the cover of any par-
ticular material or shape, although the circu-
lar slatted form is a desirable one.

Upon the upper side of the cover I fasten 65
by some suitable means, as nails, the arm 4,
which extends diametrically of the cover, and
the outer end of said arm, it will be seen, pro-

55

‘jects beyond the outer edge of the cover, so

thatsaid projecting end can be passed through 7o
one of the handles 5 of the basket 2. In the
case of a-barrel the arm of course might ex-
tend through a slot in the barrel near its up-
per edge. Fitted flatwise upon the fixed arm

4 is a movable arm 6, the outer end of which, 75
like the other arm, extends beyond the outer
edge of the cover a distance equaling that of
the fixed arm. It will be understood that the
projecting end of the fixed arm is adapted to

be inserted through one handle or keeper of 8o
the receptacle, while the corresponding end

of the movable arm is adapted to project
through the other handle or keeper. Inorder

to prevent the movable arm 6 from becoming
separated from the cover, it is connected 85
thereto by a staple 11, which straddles the rim.

of the cover and the 1etrs of which extend up-
ward and through pelfora’mons in said arm 6
and are bent down on the upper side of the
latter. The said movable arm, therefore, is go
united to the cover by a connec‘mon whmh is

in the nature of a hinged one:

In applying the cover the cover is held at
an angle to the basket, and the outer-end of
the fixed arm is passed through one of the g5
handles 5 of the basket 2, while the outer end
of the movable arm is passed through the
other handle, and the cover is then placed
upon or in the receptacle. - The cover being
in place, the movable arm 6 is fitted against ioe
the companion arm 4, where it is held against
endwise movement relatively to said fixed
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arm, by reason of which the cover is securely
held in place. .

Any suitable means may be provided for
holding the movable arm against longitudinal
movement with respect to the fixed one. For
this purpose I illustrate a staple 7 upon the
iipper side of the fixed arm at a suitable point
in its length, which is adapted to project
through and closely fit an elongated slot 8 in
the movable arm. As the staple closely fits
the slot, the movable arm, when the parts
dre in their working positions with respect to
each other, can have no movement relatively
to its mate, so that the coveris securely main-
tained in place. When the arms are fitted
together in the manner set forth, with the
staple extending through the slot 8, the staple
is adapted to receive a wire 9, the ends of
which can be brought together and seuled, as
at10. Theshipper of thereceptaclewillapply
acover thereto and seal thesamein place, and
if the seal be destroyed when the receptacle
reaches the consignee this will indicate at
once to the latter that the contents of the re-
ceptacle have been tampered with. Inother
words, such contents cannot be removed with-
out breaking the package or its cover or de-
stroying the seal. In ecase the receptacle
reaches the consignee in proper condition the
eontents of the receptacle can be readily
reached by first breaking the seal 10 and re-
moving the wire 9 and then raising the mov-
able arm 6 from the fixed arm 4, whereby the
eover can be lifted from place.

The outer ends of the arms 4 and 6 termi-
nate in the handles 4" and (', respectively,
which project through the basket-handles 5
and which facilitate the handling of such
basket.

The fixed arm 4, it will be remembered, is
fastened to the cover 3 by means of nails or
their equivalents, and the movable arm G,
which fits flatwise against said fixed arm, is
arranged to cover the said nails or equivalent
deviceswhen in its normal position, by virtue
of which when said coveris in place upon or
in a receptacle said nails cannot be reached,
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so0 that the unauthorized removal of the arnis
by taking out the nails cannot be accom-
plished.

The invention may be variously modified
within the scope of the following claims.

Having described my invention, what I
claim is—

1. A cover for a receptacle having an arm
fixed to the upper side thereof, a second arm
loosely connected with the cover and arranged
to fit flatwise upon and being movable rela-
tively to the fixed arm, each arm extending
beyond the outer edge of the cover, and the
movable arm covering the fastening devices
which unite the fixed arm to the cover, and
means for holding the movable arm against
endwise movementrelatively tothe fixed arm.

2. A circular slatted cover for a receptacle

having a fixed arm upon its upper side, a mov--

able arm arranged to fit flatwise upon said
fixed arm, each arm extending beyond the
outeredge of the cover, astaple upon thefixed
arm, the movable arm having a slot to receive
said staple, the latter serving to prevent end-
wise movement of the movable arm with re-
spect to the fixed arm, and a second staple
for loosely connecting the movable arm to the
rim of said cover.

3. Acircular cover for a receptacle having
a fixed arm upon its upper side, a movable
arm arranged to fit flatwise upon the fixed
arm and to cover the fastenings which unite
the fixed arm to the cover,said armsextending
diametrically of the cover and projecting be-
yond the outer edge thereof, a staple connect-
ed with the cover and embracing the movable
arm, and a second staple upon the fixed arm,
the movable arm having a slot toreceive said
staple.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-
nesses.

EDWARD JAMES GORMAN.

Witnesses:
G. O. WRIGHT,
WALLACE WESTERMAN,
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