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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MiLTON WENGER, of
Upper Leacock P. O.,in the county of Lancas-
‘ter and State of Pennsylvania, have invented
- & certain Combined Fork and Knife or Cutter
for Handling and Cutting the Bands on Sheafs
of Grain, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

The object of my invention is to save the
extra labor of a hand with a kuife for the pur-
pose of cutting the straw bands encircling the
sheaves of grain when laid on the table of a
thrashing - machine—an operation which con-
sumesconsiderabletime—by meansofacutting-
blade between a pair of forks to hold the sev-
eredband and sheaf, so that the taking up-and
depositing it upon the table gives the sheaves
ready for feeding them to the cylinder, with
the bands cut in handling the same.

The drawings show the construction of this
implement and the application of tle same.

Figure 1 shows two ordinary forks, A A,
united, with a slot between them for a knife or
catting-blade, B, which has a prolonged stem,
which is perforated at intervals for a binding
or set serew, G, by which means the knife B
can be adjusted between the forks. The com-

bined forks and intermediate blade is provided
with a handle of any desired length and se-

cured in the ordinary manner for handling the
sheaves of grain, ,

Fig. 2 illustrates the application of the im-
plement by bringing the catting-edges of the
knife across the band, so as tosever the same
while thrusting the fork into the sheaf, and so
that the united forks hold the grain or straw
in position for handling in conveying it to the
table to the hand of the feeder of the machine
while thrashing grain.

Iam not aware that an implement of the
kind for the purpose has yet been used. I do
not, therefore, confine myself to the shape
of the forks as shown, nor the precise con-
struction of the knife or cutting blade, as I
had several forms under consideration, and
mmay see fit to modify their configuration as
experience may dictate.

What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

The combination of two forks, A A’, with a
cutting-blade, B, between them, made adjust-
able by a serew, C,substantially in the manner
and for the purpose specified.
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