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vehicle A removable seat cover for a seat of a vehicle,
the removable seat cover comprising: a first (1A) and
a second (IB) portion; a first coupling arrangement
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tially fitted with respect to the seat.
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Title: A seat cover, maintenance kit, and vehicle

Description of Invention

Embodiments of the present invention relate to covers for seats. More
particularly, embodiments of the present invention relate to removable covers
for vehicle seats. Embodiments of the present invention also relate to
maintenance kits including such covers and vehicles having seats to which

such covers are fitted.

A mechanic working on a vehicle is often dressed in clothes or overalls which
are soiled with, for example, oil. As part of their work on a vehicle the
mechanic is often required to sit in the driver's seat in order to start the engine
of the vehicle, move, and/or test drive the vehicle. However, the soiled

clothing of the mechanic can mark the upholstery of the driver’s seat.

As a result, typically, temporary seat covers are provided which are secured to
one or more seats of the vehicle over the seat upholstery. The temporary seat
covers protect the upholstery of the seats.

Conventional temporary seat covers, however, can hinder access to seat belts
associated with the seats to which they are fitted. Furthermore, temporary
seat covers can hinder the deployment of seat mounted airbags.

Embodiments of the present invention seek to ameliorate one or more

problems associated with the prior art.

Accordingly, an aspect of the present invention provides a removable seat
cover for a seat of a vehicle, the removable seat cover comprising: a first and
a second portion; a first coupling arrangement configured to couple the first
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and second portions of the seat cover; and at least one attachment
arrangement configured to fit the seat cover with respect to a seat of a vehicle,
wherein the first coupling arrangement is configured such that the decoupling
of the attachment arrangement permits the first and second portions of the
seat cover to be moved with respect to each other whilst the seat cover is
substantially fitted with respect to the seat.

The seat cover may configured to cover at least a part of a seat back, a seat
squab and a seat headrest of the seat; the first and second portions of the seat
cover may be defined by a slit which extends across at least part of a width of
a main panel of the seat cover; and the first coupling arrangement may be a
re-coupleable coupling arrangement.

The seat cover may further comprise: a third and fourth portion; and a second
coupling arrangement configured to couple the third and fourth portions of the
seat cover, wherein the second coupling arrangement is configured such that
the decoupling of the attachment arrangement permits the third and fourth
portions of the cover to be moved with respect to each other whilst the seat
cover is substantially fitted with respect to the seat.

The third and fourth portions of the seat cover may be defined by a slit which
extends across at least part of a width of a main panel of the seat cover; and
the second coupling arrangement may be a re-coupleable coupling

arrangement.

The at least one attachment arrangement may include a pocket configured to
receive at least a portion of a back of the seat.

The at least one attachment arrangement may include a pocket configured to

receive at least a portion of a squab of the seat.
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The seat cover may include a main panel.

The first portion of the seat cover may be a portion of the main panel.

The second portion of the seat cover may be a portion of the at least one

attachment arrangement.

The second portion of the seat cover may be a portion of the main panel.

The first and second portions of the seat cover may be defined by a slit in the

main panel.

The slit may extend across part of a width of the main panel.

At least part of the coupling arrangement may be provided on the at least one

attachment arrangement.

The at least one attachment arrangement may include an arrangement to
attach a first part of the seat cover to the back of a seat and the first portion of
the seat cover is a portion of the first part of the seat cover.

A main panel of the seat cover may be configured to cover at least a part of a
seat back, a seat squab, and a seat headrest of the seat.

Another aspect of the present invention provides a vehicle maintenance kit

including such a seat cover.

Another aspect of the present invention provides a vehicle including a vehicle

maintenance kit.
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Another aspect of the present invention provides a vehicle including a seat to
which such a seat cover.

Aspects of embodiments of the present invention are described herein, by way

of example only, with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIGURE 1 shows a rear view of an embodiment;

FIGURE 2 shows a side view of an embodiment;

FIGURE 3 shows an end view of an embodiment;

FIGURE 4 shows a front view of an embodiment;

FIGURE 5 shows a view of a seat cover according to an embodiment fitted to

a seat;

Figure 6 shows a view of a seat cover according to an embodiment fitted to a
seat; and

Figure 7 shows a view of a seat cover according to an embodiment fitted to a
seat.

With reference to figures 1-7, an embodiment of the present invention includes
a seat cover 1 for covering the seat 2 of a vehicle 3.

The seat cover 1 includes a main panel 4 configured to cover a substantial
part of the seat 2 to protect at least part of the upholstery of the seat 2 from
being soiled or otherwise damaged.
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The main panel 4 is securable to the seat 2 by a first 5 and a second 6
attachment arrangement. The first attachment arrangement 5 is configured to
secure a first part of the main panel 4 of the cover 1 with respect to the back 7
of the seat 2. The second attachment arrangement 6 is configured to secure a
second part of the main panel 4 of the cover with respect to a squab 8 of the
seat 2. The first and second parts of the main panel 4 may be integrally

formed.

In embodiments, only one attachment arrangement is provided to secure the
main panel 4 with respect to the seat 2. In other embodiments, more than two

attachment arrangements are provided.

The first attachment arrangement 5 is, in embodiments, formed by the
provision of a first pocket 9. The first pocket 9 is configured to receive at least
part of the back 7 of the seat 2. In embodiments, the back 7 of the seat 2
includes a headrest 10 of the seat 2 and the headrest 10 may be entirely or

partially received by the first pocket 9.

The first pocket 9 extends along a length of the main panel 4 and across
substantially an entire width of the main panel 4. The first pocket 4 is located
adjacent a rear surface of the main panel 4. The first pocket 9 may be formed
by a first pocket panel 11 which is secured to the main panel 4 around at least
part of the periphery of the first part of the main panel 4. The first pocket 9 has
an opening which generally faces towards the second part of the main panel 4
of the seat cover 2.

The second attachment arrangement 6 is, in embodiments, formed by the
provision of a second pocket 12. The second pocket 12 is configured to
receive at least part of the squab 8 of the seat 2.
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The second pocket 12 extends along a length of the main panel 4 and across
substantially an entire width of the main panel 4. The second pocket 12 is
located adjacent a rear surface of the main panel 4. The second pocket 12
may be formed by a second pocket panel 13 which is secured to the main
panel 4 around at least part of the periphery of the second part of the main
panel 4. The second pocket 12 has an opening which generally faces towards
the first part of the main panel 4 of the seat cover 2.

Thus, in embodiments, the main panel 4 has a rear and a front surface. The
first and second pockets 9,12 are provided adjacent the rear surface of the
main panel 4. The front surface of the main panel 4 is configured to be a
contact surface — in other words, the surface which a user contacts when

seated on a seat 2 to which the cover 1 has been fitted.

In embodiments, at least part of the first 9 and/or second 12 pockets are
formed by the main panel 4 of the cover 1.

In embodiments, the first pocket 9 and main panel 4 may be formed by
providing an elongate sheet of material and folding the material towards one
end thereof across a width of the sheet (i.e. along a line which is generally
perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the sheet). The material of the sheet
of material towards one side of the fold generally forms the main panel 4 and
the material of the sheet of material towards the other side of the fold generally
forms the first pocket panel 11. The overlapping edges of the folded sheet of
material are then attached to each other to form the first pocket 9. Sections of
the sheet of material adjacent the fold may be removed to provide a curved
end of the cover 1.

Piping may be provided at the edges of main panel 4 and the first pocket panel
11 to reinforce the panels and reduce the risk of the material used to form the
panels 4,11 tearing or otherwise being damaged.
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The second pocket 12 may, in embodiments, be formed in a similar manner —
by folding the sheet of material along a line across a width of the sheet
towards the opposing end of the sheet to which the first pocket 9 is formed
(thereby defining the second pocket panel 13). The overlapping edges of the
folded sheet are then attached to each other to form the second pocket 12.
Sections of the sheet of material adjacent the fold may be removed to provide
a curved end of the cover 1. Piping may be provided at the edges of the main
panel 4 and the second pocket panel 13 to reinforce the panels and reduce the
risk of the material used to form the panels 4,11 tearing or otherwise being
damaged.

In embodiments, the first pocket panel 11 is attached to the main panel 4 by a
depth panel 11A. The depth panel 11A is an elongate panel which is tapered
towards its remote ends. A longitudinal edge of the depth panel 11A is
attached to and around an edge of the main panel 4 of the cover 1 at an end
thereof. The opposing longitudinal edge of the depth panel 11A is attached to
and around the corresponding edge of the first pocket panel 11. Thus, the
depth panel 11A provides additional depth to the first pocket 9 such that the
first pocket 9 can more readily accommodate the depth of the back 7 of the
seat 2. In embodiments, the depth of the first pocket 9 is greatest towards the
end of the main panel 4 (as a result of the tapered form of the depth panel 13).
In embodiments, the depth panel 11A has a substantially constant width and is
not tapered — leading to a first pocket 9 which has a substantially uniform
depth.

The free edge of the first pocket panel 11 may be provided with resilient
biasing member which biases the opening of the first pocket 9 towards a
closed position. The biasing member may include an elastic strip which is

attached along the free edge of the first pocket panel 11.
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The cover 1 includes a first portion 1A and a second 1B portion which are
coupled with respect to each other by a removable coupling arrangement 14.
The first portion 1A may be part of the main panel 4 and the second portion 1B
may be part of the first pocket 9 (if provided). The first portion 1A may be a
part of the main panel 4 and the second portion 1B may be another part of the
main panel 4. The first portion 1A may be part of the main panel 4 and the
second portion 1B may be part of the second pocket 12.

The coupling arrangement 14 may be configured to couple the first and
second portions 1A,1B of the cover 1 together such that they are substantially
in contact with each other.

The coupling arrangement 14 is configured to decouple the first and second
portions 1A,1B of the cover 1 on the application of a sufficient force. In
embodiments, the coupling arrangement 14 is configured to decouple the first
portion 1A from the second portion 1B on the application of a force from a

deploying airbag (which may be a seat mounted airbag).

A user may also decouple the coupling arrangement 14 manually in some
embodiments to allow, for example, access for a seat belt.

The coupling arrangement 14 may comprise a hook and loop arrangement —
with a hook part being provided on the first or second portion 1A,1B of the
cover 1 and a loop part being provided on the other of the first and second
portion 1A,1B such that the hook part is engageable with the loop part to

couple the first and second parts 1A,1B of the cover 1 to each other.

In embodiments, the coupling arrangement 14 may comprise a popper
arrangement — with one part of the popper arrangement provided on the first
portion 1A of the cover 1 and another part of the popper arrangement being
provided on the second part 1B of the cover 1 such that the two parts of the
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popper arrangement are engageable with each other to couple the first and
second portions 1A,1B of the cover to each other.

In embodiments, the coupling arrangement 14 may comprise a tab and slot
arrangement — with a tab being provided on the first or second portion 1A,1B
of the cover 1 and a slot being provided on the other of the first and second
portions 1A,1B of the cover 1. In such embodiments, the slot is configured to
receive the tab and the tab includes one or more protrusions which, once
forced through the slot, resist the removal of the tab from the slot until a

sufficient force is applied. The tab and slot may be formed from plastic.

The first and second portions 1A,1B of the cover 1 may be formed, according
to embodiments, by a slit which extends across at least part of the width of the
main panel 4 of the cover 1 — with the first portion 1A being located on one
side of the slit and the second portion 1B being located on the opposing side
of the slit.

In embodiments, the coupling arrangement 14 comprises one part of a popper
arrangement which is attached towards or to a corner of the main panel 4
adjacent a slit across at least part of the width of the main panel 4 of the cover
1. This part of the popper arrangement is mounted such that it extends away
from the front surface of the main panel 4. The main panel 4 may be
reinforced by additional layers of material at the mounting location for this part
of the popper. The other part of the popper arrangement is attached to a tab
15 which is attached towards or to an adjacent corner of the main panel 4
which opposes the other part of the popper arrangement across the slit. In
embodiments, the other part of the popper arrangement is mounted such that
it extends away from the rear surface of the main panel 4. In embodiments,
this part of the popper is attached to a tab 15 which is attached to the first
pocket panel 11; the tab 15 may extend beyond the opening of the first pocket
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9. In embodiments, this part of the popper is attached to a tab which is
attached to the depth panel 11A (if provided).

Although discussed with reference to the embodiments including a coupling
arrangement 14 having a popper, it will be appreciated that the popper may, in
other embodiments, be substituted for other forms of coupling arrangement 14.

In embodiments, the cover 1 includes a third and fourth portion 1C,1D which
are coupled to each other by a further (or second) removable coupling
arrangement 14 — in a manner which corresponds with the first and second
portions 1A,1B described herein. The description in relation to the first and
second portions 1A,1B, therefore, applies equally to the third and fourth

portions 1C,1D.

In embodiments, the cover 1 includes a pair of slits. Each slit defines two
respective portions 1A,1B,1C,1D of the cover 1. In embodiments each slit
extends across part of a width of the cover 1. In embodiments, the slits are
aligned with each other. In embodiments, the slits define a width of a part of
the cover 1. In embodiments, the slits are generally aligned with the opening
of the first pocket 9. In embodiments, the slits extend from the outer edges of
the main panel 4 of the cover 1 towards a central longitudinal axis of the cover
1.

The cover 1 may be manufactured from a woven material. The cover 1 may
be manufactured from a nylon- or polyester-based material. The main panel 4
of the cover 1 may be manufactured from a different material to the first and
second attachment arrangements 5,6. The cover 1 and, in particular, the main
panel 4 of the cover 1 may be manufactured from a material which has a
coating intended to inhibit the soiling of the material and/or to improve the

wear properties of the material.
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The first and second attachment arrangement 5,6 have been described as
pockets 9,12. It will, however, be appreciated that other attachment
arrangements 5,6 may be provided. The attachment arrangements 5,6 may
each include a member which is configured to fit around at least part of a seat
1 to secure the cover 2 to the seat 1 (or part thereof). The member may
comprise a strap. The strap may comprise two parts which are configured to
be coupled together around at least part of the seat 1.

The seat cover 1 is a removable cover 1 for a seat 2. Such a cover 1 is a
temporary cover 1 and is distinguished from the upholstery of the seat 1 which
is considered to be permanent. The seat cover 1 is suitable for use as a cover
1 for use by a mechanic. In embodiments, the seat cover 1 is configured to be
fitted to a plurality of different types of seat 2. In embodiments, the cover 1 is
configured to be reattachable to a seat 1 such that the cover 1 can be fitted to
a seat 1, removed from the seat 1, and re-fitted to the seat 1. The seat cover
1 is an “overcover” configured to be fitted over the normal upholstery of the

seat 2.

In embodiments, the or each coupling arrangement 14 is re-coupleable such
that the coupling arrangement 14 can be coupled, decoupled, and then re-

coupled.

The or each coupling arrangement 14 may be decoupleable manually. The or
each coupling arrangement 14 may be configured such that it remains coupled
when subjected to the forces normally applied when fitting the cover 1 to a

seat 2.

The main panel 4 of the cover 1 may be configured such that a logo may be
printed or transferred onto the main panel 4 of the cover 1.
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The main panel 4 of the cover 1 is, as will be appreciated, intended to cover a
substantial portion of the seat 2 to which is it to be fitted so that the upholstery
of the seat 2 is protected by the main panel 4. The main panel 4 may,
therefore, include a plurality of sub-panels which are connected to each other

for form the main panel 4.

The edges of the or each slit described herein may include piping to reinforce
the material adjacent the or each slit.

It will be appreciated that the coupling arrangement 14 (or, if applicable, the
coupling arrangements 14), when decoupled, allows the first and second
portions 1A,1B (and, if applicable, the third and fourth portions 1C,1D) of the
seat cover 1 to move with respect to each other whilst the seat cover 2 is still
fitted to the seat 2. This, therefore, for example, may allow an airbag to inflate
more freely or allow greater access to a seat belt.

It will be appreciated that embodiments of the present invention may include
vehicle maintenance kits including the seat cover 1. Further embodiments,
may include a vehicle including such a maintenance kit and/or including a seat

1 to which the seat cover 2 is fitted.

It will be understood that the term “vehicle” 3 as used herein has been used as
a general reference to a means of transportation. Typically, the vehicle 3 is of
a type which may be subjected to periodic maintenance and which has a seat
2 which may be at risk from soiling during such maintenance. The vehicle 3
may be a land vehicle — such as a car, van, lorry, truck, bus, train. The vehicle
3 may, in embodiments, be an aeroplane, a ship, a boat, a hovercraft, a
helicopter.

Embodiments of the invention are particularly useful in relation to seats which
include expensive or delicate upholstery — such as leather seat covers.
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When used in this specification and claims, the terms "comprises" and
"comprising" and variations thereof mean that the specified features, steps or
integers are included. The terms are not to be interpreted to exclude the

presence of other features, steps or components.

The features disclosed in the foregoing description, or the following claims, or
the accompanying drawings, expressed in their specific forms or in terms of a
means for performing the disclosed function, or a method or process for
attaining the disclosed result, as appropriate, may, separately, or in any
combination of such features, be utilised for realising the invention in diverse

forms thereof.
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CLAIMS

1. A removable seat cover for a seat of a vehicle, the removable seat
cover comprising:

a first and a second portion;

a first coupling arrangement configured to couple the first and second
portions of the seat cover; and

at least one attachment arrangement configured to fit the seat cover
with respect to a seat of a vehicle, wherein the first coupling arrangement is
configured such that the decoupling of the attachment arrangement permits
the first and second portions of the seat cover to be moved with respect to
each other whilst the seat cover is substantially fitted with respect to the seat.

2. A seat cover according to claim 1, wherein:

the seat cover is configured to cover at least a part of a seat back, a
seat squab and a seat headrest of the seat;

the first and second portions of the seat cover are defined by a slit
which extends across at least part of a width of a main panel of the seat cover;
and

the first coupling arrangement is a re-coupleable coupling arrangement.

3. A seat cover according to claim 1 or 2, further comprising:

a third and fourth portion; and

a second coupling arrangement configured to couple the third and
fourth portions of the seat cover,

wherein the second coupling arrangement is configured such that the
decoupling of the attachment arrangement permits the third and fourth portions
of the cover to be moved with respect to each other whilst the seat cover is
substantially fitted with respect to the seat.

4. A seat cover according to claim 3, wherein:
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the third and fourth portions of the seat cover are defined by a slit which
extends across at least part of a width of a main panel of the seat cover; and
the second coupling arrangement is a re-coupleable coupling

arrangement.

5. A seat cover according to any preceding claim, wherein the at least one
attachment arrangement includes a pocket configured to receive at least a
portion of a back of the seat.

6. A seat cover according to any preceding claim, wherein the at least one
attachment arrangement includes a pocket configured to receive at least a
portion of a squab of the seat.

7. A seat cover according to any preceding claim, wherein the seat cover

includes a main panel.

8. A seat cover according to claim 7, wherein the first portion of the seat

cover is a portion of the main panel.

9. A seat cover according to claim 7 or 8, wherein the second portion of
the seat cover is a portion of the at least one attachment arrangement.

10. A seat cover according to claim 7 or 8, wherein the second portion of
the seat cover is a portion of the main panel.

11. A seat cover according to claim 10, wherein the first and second
portions of the seat cover are defined by a slit in the main panel.

12. A seat cover according to claim 11, wherein the slit extends across part

of a width of the main panel.
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13. A seat cover according to any preceding claim, wherein at least part of
the coupling arrangement is provided on the at least one attachment

arrangement.

14. A seat cover according to any preceding claim, wherein the at least one
attachment arrangement includes an arrangement to attach a first part of the
seat cover to the back of a seat and the first portion of the seat cover is a
portion of the first part of the seat cover.

15. A seat cover according to any preceding claim, wherein a main panel of
the seat cover is configured to cover at least a part of a seat back, a seat

squab, and a seat headrest of the seat.

16. A vehicle maintenance kit including a seat cover according to any
preceding claim.

17. A vehicle including a vehicle maintenance kit according to claim 16.

18. A vehicle including a seat to which a seat cover according to any of
claims 1 to 15 is fitted.

19.  Aremovable seat cover substantially as herein described with reference
to the accompanying drawings.

20. A vehicle maintenance kit substantially as herein described with

reference to the accompanying drawings.

21. A vehicle substantially as herein described with reference to the

accompanying drawings.
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