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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. FIELD OF THE INVENTION:

[0001] The present invention relates to a fluorescence
polarization method at multiple wavelengths for analyz-
ing two or more different assay-objects in a sample in
one reaction system. The present invention is particu-
larly useful in the fields of art of environmental assay,
food control, and medical diagnosis.

2. DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART:

[0002] The fluorescence polarization method is
known in the art as a method for assaying a substance
in a sample. The method is based on the principle that
when a fluorescent-labeled compound is excited by lin-
early polarized light. the fluorescence emitted from the
compound has a degree of polarization which is in pro-
portion to the molecular weight thereof.
[0003] As a fluorescence polarization method which
has been developed, there is a fluorescence polariza-
tion immunossay based on an antigen-antibody reac-
tion.
[0004] For example, U.S. Patent No. 4,902,630 dis-
closes an assay method in which a body fluid (particu-
larly, a blood) containing CRP, an assay-object, is added
to a mixed solution which contains: a "tracer" obtained
by binding fluorescein, a fluorochrome, to C-reactive
protein (CRP); and an antibody which is capable of spe-
cifically binding to CRP. CRP in the sample is assayed
based on competition between the tracer and CRP for
binding the antibody in the mixed solution.
[0005] Japanese Laid-Open Publication No.
3-188374 discloses a method in which a fluorescent-la-
beled particle comprising an insoluble carrier particle
carrying a fluorochrome (or a phosphorescence dye)
and an antigen (or an antibody) is reacted with a sample
solution containing an antibody (or an antigen). The an-
tibody (or an antigen) in the sample is assayed based
on the aggregation of the particles due to an antigen-
antibody reaction.
[0006] However, the conventional methods are de-
signed to assay only one substance in a sample, and
cannot assay two or more different substances in a sam-
ple in one reaction system. Accordingly, there has been
a demand in the art for development of a method which
is suitable for assaying two or more different substances
in a sample in one reaction system.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] According to one aspect of this invention, there
is provided a fluorescence polarization method at mul-
tiple wavelengths for analyzing two or more different as-
say-objects in a sample. The method includes the steps

of: (a) providing two or more different fluorescent-la-
beled substances, each being a substance which is ca-
pable of specifically binding to respective one of the as-
say-objects and is covalently bound to a fluorochrome,
wherein the fluorochromes of the fluorescent-labeled
substances are different from one another; (b) allowing
the fluorescent-labeled substances to bind to the two or
more different assay-objects, respectively; and (c)
measuring a change in the degree of fluorescence po-
larization which has taken place in each of the fluores-
cent-labeled substances by its binding to one of the as-
say-objects.
[0008] In one embodiment of the invention, each of
the two or more different assay-objects is independently
a biological substance, a microorganism, a virus, a phar-
maceutical, an environmental pollutant or an abused
drug.
[0009] In one embodiment of the invention, the bio-
logical substance is a peptide, a protein, a lipid, a sac-
charide or a nucleic acid.
[0010] In one embodiment of the invention, the protein
is an antibody, a hormone, an inflammation marker, a
coagulation factor, an apolipoprotein, a high density li-
poprotein (HDL), a low density lipoprotein (LDL), a gly-
cosylated albumin, a glycosylated hemoglobin, a hemo-
globin, or an enzyme.
[0011] In one embodiment of the invention, the hor-
mone is chorionic gonadotropin, thyroid-stimulating hor-
mone, progesterone, follicular forming hormone, par-
athyroid-stimulating hormone, adrenocorticotropic hor-
mone, or insulin.
[0012] In one embodiment of the invention, the inflam-
mation marker is C-reactive protein (CRP), α1-antit-
rypsin (α1-AT), α1-antichymotrypsin (α1-X), α1-acid
glycoprotein (α1-AG), haptoglobin (Hp), ceruloplasmin
(Cp), the 9th component of complement (C9), the 4th
component of complement (C4), the 3rd component of
complement (C3), complement factor B (B), fibrinogen
(Fbg), serum amyloid A (SAA), C1 inhibitor (ClI), a
sialoglycoprotein, an acid-soluble protein (ASP) or an
immunosuppressive acidic protein (IAP).
[0013] In one embodiment of the invention, the micro-
organism is staphylococcus, Sarcina, Spirillum, Strep-
tococcus, coccobacillus, bacillus, Spirochaeta, tetra-
coccus, comma bacillus, or Actinomyces.
[0014] In one embodiment of the invention, the spe-
cifically-binding substance is a protein which is a anti-
body, an antigen, a receptor, or an inhibitor.
[0015] In one embodiment of the invention, the anti-
body is a set of polyclonal antibodies, a monoclonal an-
tibody, a chimeric antibody, a Fab antibody or a (Fab)2
antibody.
[0016] In one embodiment of the invention, the fluor-
ochrome has a functional group which is capable of
binding to a primary, secondary or tertiary amino group,
a carboxyl group, a thiol group, a phenyl group, a phenol
group or a hydroxyl group.
[0017] In one embodiment of the invention, a lifetime
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of fluorescence of the fluorochrome is in the range of
about 0.1 nanoseconds to about 500 nanoseconds.
[0018] In one embodiment of the invention, the fluor-
ochrome has a skeletal structure of fluorescein, dansyl,
pyrene, rhodamine, dialkylaminonaphthalene, di-
alkylaminonaphthalenesulfonyl, cyanin, or indolenine.
[0019] In one embodiment of the invention, each of
the fluorochromes is selected so that the fluorochrome
is different from the other fluorochromes in terms of at
least one of excitation wavelength, fluorescence wave-
length, and lifetime of fluorescence.
[0020] According to another aspect of this invention,
there is provided a kit for use in a fluorescence polari-
zation method at multiple wavelengths for analyzing two
or more different assay-objects in a sample. The kit in-
cludes two or more different fluorescent-labeled sub-
stances, each being a substance which is capable of
specifically binding to respective one of the assay-ob-
jects and is covalently bound to a fluorochrome, wherein
the fluorochromes of the fluorescent-labeled substanc-
es are different from one another.
[0021] According to still another aspect of this inven-
tion, there is provided a system for use in a fluorescence
polarization method at multiple wavelengths for analyz-
ing two or more different assay-objects in a sample. The
system includes: (a) two or more different fluorescent-
labeled substances, each being a substance which is
capable of specifically binding to respective one of the
assay-objects and is covalently bound to a fluoro-
chrome, wherein the fluorochromes of the fluorescent-
labeled substances are different from one another: and
(b) means for measuring the degree of fluorescence po-
larization.
[0022] In the assay system according to the method
of the present invention, a change in molecular weight
which has taken place in each fluorescent-labeled sub-
stance by its binding to an assay-object is measured as
a change over time in the molecular orientation. Thus,
it is possible to analyze, in a single process, two or more
different assay-objects having different molecular
weights, by appropriately selecting the types of fluoro-
chromes used as labels in view of the change in molec-
ular weight before and after the binding of fluoro-
chromes.
[0023] Thus, the invention described herein makes
possible the advantages of (1) providing a fluorescence
polarization method at multiple wavelengths for analyz-
ing two or more different assay-objects contained in a
sample in one reaction system by measuring a change
in the degree of fluorescence polarization for each of the
assay-objects; (2) providing a kit for analyzing two or
more different assay-objects contained in a sample by
using a fluorescence polarization method at multiple
wavelengths: and (3) providing a system for analyzing
two or more different assay-objects contained in a sam-
ple by using a fluorescence polarization method at mul-
tiple wavelengths.
[0024] These and other advantages of the present in-

vention will become apparent to those skilled in the art
upon reading and understanding the following detailed
description with reference to the accompanying figure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0025]

Figure 1 is a graph showing the results of a simul-
taneous measurement of CRP and CG using a flu-
orescence polarization method at multiple wave-
lengths.

Figure 2 is a graph showing the results of a simul-
taneous measurement of CRP and Amyloid A using
a fluorescence polarization method at multiple
wavelengths.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

[0026] The present invention will be described in
greater detail below.
[0027] According to the fluorescence polarization
method at multiple wavelengths of the present inven-
tion, it is possible to analyze, i.e., quantify or detect, two
or more different assay-objects in a sample in one reac-
tion system based on the above-described principle of
the fluorescence polarization method.
[0028] By covalently binding the substance capable
of specifically binding to the assay-object (hereinafter,
referred to as the "specifically-binding substance"), with
a fluorochrome, a fluorescent-labeled substance useful
in the method of the present invention is provided.
[0029] The specifically-binding substance may be any
substance as long as it has a desired binding property
with respect to the assay-object, and a functional group
which allows for the binding to the fluorochrome. The
specifically-binding substance is preferably a protein,
and more preferably, a protein which is classified as any
of antibodies, antigens, receptors or inhibitors. An anti-
body is particularly preferred for its broad spectrum of
applications. The antibody type includes polyclonal an-
tibodies, a monoclonal antibody, a chimeric antibody, a
Fab antibody and a (Fab)2 antibody. Any type of anti-
body can be applied to the method of the present inven-
tion. An antigen is typically used in the case where the
assay-object is an antibody. A receptor can be used in
the case where the assay-object acts as a ligand for the
receptor. An inhibitor can be used, for example, in the
case where the assay-object is an enzyme.
[0030] For the fluorochrome, those having a function-
al group which can be covalently bound to a functional
group of the specifically-binding substance are utilized.
The functional group of the specifically-binding sub-
stance is typically a primary, secondary or tertiary amino
group, a carboxyl group, a thiol group, a phenyl group,
a phenol group or a hydroxyl group. Especially, in the
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case where a protein such as an antibody is used as the
specifically-binding substance, in terms of the binding
efficiency, a fluorochrome having an activated functional
group, e.g., a halogenated sulphonyl group, a succini-
midized carboxyl group, or an isothiocyanated primary
amino group, is desired.
[0031] The number of fluorochrome molecules bound
to one molecule of the object to be labeled, i.e., the spe-
cifically-binding substance, can be varied arbitrarily. It is
preferred in order to increase the detection sensitivity to
bind two or more fluorochromes. However, when more
fluorochromes than necessary are bound, it may ad-
versely affect a property of the specifically-binding sub-
stance. For example, it may reduce the affinity, solubility,
or the like, of the antibody. Therefore, the above-de-
scribed binding number is preferably about 10 or less
and, more preferably, about one.
[0032] The present invention utilizes different fluoro-
chromes for different assay-objects in order to analyze
two or more different assay-objects in one reaction sys-
tem. The combination of the fluorochromes is preferably
selected so that any pair of fluorochromes are different
from each other in terms of at least one of excitation
wavelength, fluorescence wavelength, and lifetime of
fluorescence. In order to simplify the assay procedure,
the selected fluorochromes are preferably different from
one another in terms of either or both of excitation wave-
length and fluorescence wavelength, particularly, exci-
tation wavelength.
[0033] When selecting the skeletal structure of the
fluorochrome to be used, the excitation wavelength, the
fluorescence wavelength, the Stokes shift and the life-
time of the fluorescence are important. Preferably, either
or both of the excitation wavelength and the fluores-
cence wavelength exist in the visible light wavelength
range, i.e., 300 nm to 700 nm. Preferably, the difference
in wavelength between the excitation wavelength and
the fluorescence wavelength, i.e., the Stokes shift, is at
least 20 nm or more. The lifetime of the fluorescence
(the fluorescence relaxation time) of the fluorochrome
is typically selected from the range of about 0.1 nano-
seconds to about 1,000 nanoseconds. In selecting the
lifetime of the fluorescence, the change in molecular
weight of the fluorescent-labeled substance through the
binding to the assay-object is taken into consideration.
This is because the degree of polarization of fluores-
cence emitted from the fluorescent-labeled substance
bound to the assay-object is in a proportional relation-
ship with the size of the molecule.
[0034] Specifically, when the change in the molecular
weight is about 5,000 to about 50,000, i.e., when the
molecular weight of the assay-object is several thou-
sands to several ten thousands, a fluorochrome having
a lifetime of the fluorescence of about 1 to about 15 na-
noseconds is preferred. Examples of such a fluoro-
chrome include dansyl derivatives and fluorescein.
When the change in the molecular weight is about
50,000 to about 500,000, i.e., when the molecular

weight of the assay-object is about several ten thou-
sands to several hundred thousands, a fluorochrome
having a lifetime of the fluorescence of about 10 nano-
seconds to about 150 nanoseconds is preferred. Exam-
ples of such a fluorochrome include dansyl derivatives
and pyrene derivatives. When the change in the molec-
ular weight is about 500,000 to about 5,000,000, i.e.,
when the molecular weight of the assay-object is about
several hundred thousands to several millions, a fluor-
ochrome having a lifetime of the fluorescence of about
100 nanoseconds to about 1,000 nanoseconds is pre-
ferred. Examples of such a fluorochrome include pyrene
derivatives and metal complexes.
[0035] From the above-described points of view, pre-
ferred examples of fluorochrome include fluorochromes
having a skeletal structure of rhodamine, pyrene, fluo-
rescein, dialkylaminonaphthalene, dialkylaminonaph-
thalenesulfonyl, cyanin, or indolenine. A particularly pre-
ferred fluorochrome may be a fluorochrome having a
skeletal structure of fluorescein, dansyl or pyrene.
[0036] The reaction for forming the covalent bond be-
tween the specifically-binding substance and the fluor-
ochrome can be carried out according to conditions well
known to those skilled in the art. When the specifically-
binding substance has a primary, secondary or tertiary
amino group, a carboxyl group, a thiol group, a phenyl
group, a phenol group or a hydroxyl group, the covalent
bond can be formed by reacting the specifically-binding
substance and the fluorochrome having an activated
functional group normally at room temperature for sev-
eral hours. After the completion of the reaction, the un-
reacted fluorochrome can be easily removed by an or-
dinary method, e.g., gel filtration or dialysis. The specif-
ically-binding substance and the fluorochrome can be
bound directly or can be bound indirectly via a bifunc-
tional linker molecule, or the like.
[0037] By using appropriately selected two or more of
the above-described fluorescent-labeled substances,
two or more different assay-objects in a sample can be
analyzed as follows.
[0038] The sample containing the two or more differ-
ent assay-objects and the fluorescent-labeled sub-
stances are mixed with each other in a solution so as to
measure the degree of fluorescence polarization of the
fluorescent-labeled substance in the mixed solution. If
necessary, the two or more different fluorescent-labeled
substances are mixed in a solution, and the degree of
fluorescence polarization of each of the fluorescent-la-
beled substances in the absence of the assay-object is
also measured. Any polarization measurement appara-
tus can be used for measuring the degree of fluores-
cence polarization. The measurement is performed at a
mild temperature (about 10 degrees centigrade (°C) to
about 40° C) and, preferably, at a constant temperature.
[0039] The measurement of the degree of fluores-
cence polarization can be performed by measuring the
degree after a predetermined time from the mixing of
the assay-objects and the fluorescent-labeled sub-
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stances, or by measuring a change in the degree of flu-
orescence polarization for a unit of time. By taking a
measurement at the time when the binding between
each assay-object and the corresponding fluorescent-
labeled substance has been completely finished, more
reproducible measurement values are obtained. By
measuring the change in the degree of fluorescence po-
larization for a unit of time while the binding reaction be-
tween each assay-object and the corresponding fluo-
rescent-labeled substance is in progress, on the other
hand, a quicker measurement is possible. For the pur-
pose of quantifying the assay-object contained in the
sample, a standard curve is provided through a meas-
urement of the degree of fluorescence polarization us-
ing a solution containing a known concentration of the
assay-object so as to compare it with the measurement
value for the sample.
[0040] The sample intended to be used with the meth-
od of the present invention is a material including two or
more assay-objects desired to be analyzed in any fields
of art including environmental assay, food control, and
medical diagnosis. Exemplary samples for environmen-
tal assay include materials collected from soil, a river,
the air, or the like. Exemplary samples for food control
include an extract from ground meat, and an extract
from a chopping board. Exemplary samples for medical
diagnosis include body fluids including a blood, a lymph,
and a tissue fluid. The sample can be in any form so
long as it can be used with the method of the present
invention.
[0041] The assay-objects of the method of the present
invention include, but are not limited to, a biological sub-
stance, a microorganism, a virus, a pharmaceutical, an
environmental pollutant and an abused drug.
[0042] The biological substance refers to any organic
or inorganic substance existing in the body of a human
or other mammal. Typical examples of the biological
substance include a peptide, a protein, a lipid, a saccha-
ride and a nucleic acid. The microorganism includes a
bacteria, a fungus and a protozoan. The virus includes
a bacterial virus, a plant virus and an animal virus. The
pharmaceutical includes any agent used for treating or
diagnosing a human or other mammals. Examples of
the pharmaceutical include, but are not limited to, dig-
oxin and cyclopoietin. The environmental pollutant in-
cludes any substance causing environmental pollution
which can be detected from soil, a river, the air, or the
like. Examples of the environmental pollutant include,
but are not limited to, environmental hormones such as
dioxin. The abused drug refers to a drug, intake of which
by a human is restricted by law or regulation, and which
has been used in violation of the restriction. Examples
of the abused drug include, but are not limited to, co-
caine, methamphetamine, opium and morphine.
[0043] The present invention also provides a kit suit-
able for use in the above-described method, comprising
two or more fluorescent-labeled substances. The fluo-
rescent-labeled substances may be contained in a

sealed container individually or in combination. The flu-
orescent-labeled substance may be provided in various
forms such as a dry form, a solution form wherein the
substance is dissolved in a buffer solution, or the like.
The kit may also include, as necessary, a standard so-
lution containing a known concentration of an assay-ob-
ject, a diluent, and an instruction manual.
[0044] The present invention further provides a sys-
tem for analyzing two or more different assay-objects,
comprising the above-described fluorescent-labeled
substances and a fluorescence polarization measure-
ment apparatus. The system may include, as necessary,
other substances and apparatuses such as an appara-
tus for pre-treatment of a sample, a computer for auto-
mated analysis of measured data, and the like.
[0045] The following examples of the invention are in-
tended to illustrate, but not to limit, the present invention.

EXAMPLES

(Example 1)

[0046] Hereinbelow, the results of measurements in
one reaction system for two different assay-objects:
chorionic gonadotropin (CG; molecular weight of about
37,000) and C-reactive protein (CRP; molecular weight
of about 120,000) according to the present invention will
be described. F-4000 manufactured by Hitachi Ltd. was
used as an apparatus for measuring the degree of fluo-
rescence polarization.

1. Preparation of Dansyl-Labeled Anti-CG Polyclonal
Antibodies

[0047] A set of dansyl-labeled anti-CG polyclonal an-
tibodies was prepared as described below, using an-
ti-CG polyclonal antibodies (obtained from Bio Reac-
tive) and dansyl chloride (obtained from Wako Pure
Chemical Industries, Ltd.).
[0048] A solution (about 1000 µl) containing about 2.0
mg/ml of the anti-CG polyclonal antibodies in a phos-
phate-buffered saline (PBS) (pH: about 7.4) was mixed
with a solution (about 20 µl) containing about 1.00 mg/
ml of dansyl chloride (10-fold amount of antibodies) dis-
solved in acetone. The mixed solution was reacted at
about 4° C for about 24 hours while stirring. The reacted
solution was subjected to Sephadex G-25 gel filtration
column (Pharmacia) (size: about 10360 mm, flow rate:
about 2 ml/min). Unreacted dansyl-chloride was re-
moved, and fractions containing the dansyl-labeled an-
ti-CG polyclonal antibodies were collected.
[0049] The collected fractions were used to evaluate
the labeling amount and the fluorescence property of the
prepared dansyl-labeled anti-CG polyclonal antibodies.
The labeling amount was measured using an ultraviolet/
visible spectrometer (manufactured by Shimadzu Corp.,
UV-1600PC), confirming labeling of about 0.2 dansyl
per one molecule of the anti-CG polyclonal antibodies.
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The fluorescence property was measured using a fluo-
rescence spectrometer (manufactured by Shimadzu
Corp., RF-5300PC), confirming that the fluorescence
property of dansyl bound to the anti-CG polyclonal an-
tibodies was such that the excitation wavelength was
about 335 nm, the resulting fluorescence wavelength
was about 520 nm, and the lifetime of the fluorescence
was about 12 nanoseconds.

2. Preparation of Pyrene-Labeled Anti-CRP Polyclonal
Antibodies

[0050] A set of pyrene-labeled anti-CRP polyclonal
antibodies was prepared as described below, using an
anti-CRP polyclonal antibodies (obtained from Bio Re-
active) and succinimidylpyrenebutyrate (SPB) (ob-
tained from Molecular Probes, Inc.).
[0051] A solution (about 1000 µl) containing about 2.0
mg/ml of the anti-CRP polyclonal antibodies in a phos-
phate-buffered saline (PBS) (pH: about 7.4) was mixed
with a solution (about 20 µl) containing about 1.29 mg/
ml of SPB (5-fold amount of antibodies) dissolved in
dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO). The mixed solution was re-
acted at room temperature for about 4 hours while stir-
ring. The reacted solution was subjected to Sephadex
G-25 gel filtration column (Pharmacia) (size: about
10360 mm, flow rate: about 2 ml/min). Unreacted SPB
was removed, and fractions containing the pyrene-la-
beled anti-CRP polyclonal antibodies were collected.
[0052] The collected fractions were used to evaluate
the labeling amount and the fluorescence property of the
prepared pyrene-labeled anti-CRP polyclonal antibod-
ies. The labeling amount was measured using an ultra-
violet/visible spectrometer (manufactured by Shimadzu
Corp., UV-1600PC), confirming labeling of about 1.1
pyrenes per one molecule of the anti-CRP polyclonal
antibodies. The fluorescence property was measured
using a fluorescence spectrometer (manufactured by
Shimadzu Corp., RF-5300PC), finding that the fluores-
cence property of pyrene bound to the anti-CRP poly-
clonal antibodies was such that the excitation wave-
length was about 330 nm, the resulting fluorescence
wavelengths were about 373 nm and about 397 nm, and
the lifetime of the fluorescence was about 60 nanosec-
onds. Since the fluorescence intensity was greater at
about 397 nm, as the measurement conditions to be
used with the fluorescence polarization method, it was
determined to utilize the excitation wavelength of about
330 nm and the fluorescence wavelength of about 397
nm.

3. Simultaneous Measurement of CRP and CG

[0053] The amounts of CRP and CG in samples were
determined by measuring the fluorescence polarity us-
ing the dansyl-labeled anti-CG polyclonal antibodies
prepared in Example 1.1 and the pyrene-labeled an-
ti-CRP polyclonal antibodies prepared in Example 1.2.

[0054] A solution (about 350 µl) containing the
pyrene-labeled anti-CRP polyclonal antibodies at about
400 µg/ml was mixed with another solution (about 350
µl) containing the dansyl-labeled anti-CG polyclonal an-
tibodies at about 400 µg/ml. The mixed solution was
placed into a cuvette (about 535 mm) so as to measure
the degree of fluorescence polarization. The measure-
ment conditions for the pyrene-labeled anti-CRP poly-
clonal antibodies were as follows: a measurement tem-
perature of about 35° C, an excitation wavelength of
about 330 nm, a fluorescence wavelength of about 397
nm and a G factor of about 0.942. The measurement
conditions for the dansyl-labeled anti-CG polyclonal an-
tibodies were as follows: a measurement temperature
of about 35°C, an excitation wavelength of about 330
nm, a fluorescence wavelength of about 520 nm and a
G factor of about 1.320.
[0055] Solutions respectively containing 0, 0.1, 0.2,
0.3, 0.4, 0.5, 1, 4, 7, 10, 20, 30, and 50 mg/dl of CRP
(obtained from O.E.M. Concepts, Inc.), and other solu-
tions respectively containing 0, 50, 100, 200, 300, 500,
600, 800, and 1000 IU/l of CG (obtained from National
Institute of Health Sciences, Japan) were prepared. The
above-described mixed solution of the labeled antibod-
ies (about 700 µl) was mixed with each concentration of
the CRP solution (about 60 µl) and each concentration
of the CG solution (about 60 µl). The mixture was stirred
at about 35° C and for about 0.5 minute. Then, the de-
gree of fluorescence polarization for CRP and that for
CG were measured under the above-described meas-
urement conditions and for about 0.5 minutes, thereby
observing changes thereof. The results are shown in
Figure 1. The horizontal axis indicates the concentration
of each assay-object as added before mixed with the
mixed solution of the labeled antibodies.
[0056] It was confirmed that CRP and CG can be re-
spectively measured in a mixed solution containing CRP
and CG. The change in the degree of fluorescence po-
larization for CRP was shown to be linear up to a con-
centration of about 30 mg/dl, whereas that for CG was
shown to be linear up to a concentration of about 1000
IU/L.

(Example 2)

[0057] Hereinbelow, the results of measurements in
one reaction system for two different assay-objects:
Amyloid A ( molecular weight of about 85,000) and C-
reactive protein . (CRP; molecular weight of about
120,000) according to the present invention will be de-
scribed. F-4000 manufactured by Hitachi Ltd. was used
as an apparatus for measuring the degree of fluores-
cence polarization.

1. Preparation of Dansyl-Labeled Anti-Amyloid A
Polyclonal Antibodies

[0058] A set of dansyl-labeled anti-Amyloid A polyclo-
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nal antibodies was prepared as described below, using
anti-Amyloid A polyclonal antibodies (obtained from Bio
Reactive) and dansyl chloride (obtained from Wako
Pure Chemical Industries, Ltd.).
[0059] A solution (about 1000 µl) containing about 2.0
mg/ml of the anti-Amyloid A polyclonal antibodies in a
phosphate-buffered saline (PBS) (pH: about 7.4) was
mixed with a solution (about 20 µl) containing about 1.00
mg/ml of dansyl chloride (10-fold amount of antibodies)
dissolved in acetone. The mixed solution was reacted
at about 4° C for about 24 hours while stirring. The re-
acted solution was subjected to Sephadex G-25 gel fil-
tration column (Pharmacia) (size: about 10360 mm,
flow rate: about 2 ml/min). Unreacted dansyl chloride
was removed, and fractions containing the dansyl-la-
beled anti-Amyloid A polyclonal antibodies were collect-
ed.
[0060] The collected fractions were used to evaluate
the labeling amount and the fluorescence property of the
prepared dansyl-labeled anti-Amyloid A polyclonal an-
tibodies. The labeling amount was measured using an
ultraviolet/visible spectrometer (manufactured by Shi-
madzu Corp., UV-1600PC), confirming labeling of about
0.26 dansyl per one molecule of the anti-Amyloid A pol-
yclonal antibodies. The fluorescence property was
measured using a fluorescence spectrometer (manu-
factured by Shimadzu Corp., RF-5300PC), confirming
that the fluorescence property of dansyl bound to the a
set of anti-Amyloid A polyclonal antibodies was such
that the excitation wavelength was about 335 nm, the
resulting fluorescence wavelength was about 520 nm,
and the lifetime of the fluorescence was about 12 nano-
seconds.

2. Simultaneous Measurement of CRP and Amyloid A

[0061] The amounts of CRP and Amyloid A in sam-
ples were determined by measuring the fluorescence
polarity using the set of dansyl-labeled anti-Amyloid A
polyclonal antibodies prepared in Example 2.1 and the
set of pyrene-labeled anti-CRP polyclonal antibodies
prepared in Example 1.2.
[0062] A solution (about 350 µl) containing the
pyrene-labeled anti-CRP polyclonal antibodies at about
400 µg/ml was mixed with another solution (about 350
µl) containing the dansyl-labeled anti-Amyloid A poly-
clonal antibodies at about 400 µg/ml. The mixed solution
was placed into a cuvette (about 535 mm) so as to
measure the degree of fluorescence polarization. The
measurement conditions for the pyrene-labeled an-
ti-CRP polyclonal antibodies were as follows: a meas-
urement temperature of about 35°C, an excitation wave-
length of about 330 nm, a fluorescence wavelength of
about 397 nm and a G factor of about 0.942. The meas-
urement conditions for the dansyl-labeled anti-Amyloid
A polyclonal antibodies were as follows: a measurement
temperature of about 35°C, an excitation wavelength of
about 330 nm, a fluorescence wavelength of about 520

nm and a G factor of about 1.320.
[0063] Solutions respectively containing 0, 0.1, 0.2,
0.3, 0.4, 0.5, 1, 4, 7, 10, 20, 30, and 50 mg/dl of CRP
(obtained from O.E.M. Conoepts, Inc.), and other solu-
tions respectively containing 0, 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 12, 15,
and 20 mg/dl of Amyloid A (obtained from COSMO BIO
CO., Ltd.) were prepared. The above-described mixed
solution of the labeled antibodies (about 700 µl) was
mixed with each concentration of the CRP solution
(about 60 µl) and each concentration of the Amyloid A
solution (about 60 µl). The mixture was stirred at about
35° C and for about 0.5 minute. Then, the degree of flu-
orescence polarization for CRP and that for Amyloid A
were measured under the above-described measure-
ment conditions and for about 0.5 minutes, thereby ob-
serving changes thereof. The results are shown in Fig-
ure 2. The horizontal axis indicates the concentration of
each assay-objects as added before mixed with the so-
lution of the labeled antibodies.
[0064] It was confirmed that CRP and Amyloid A can
be respectively measured in a mixed solution containing
CRP and Amyloid A. The change in the degree of fluo-
rescence polarization for CRP showed to be linear up
to a concentration of about 30 mg/dl, whereas that for
Amyloid A showed to be linear up to a concentration of
about 15 mg/dl.
[0065] The method of the present invention provides
a fluorescence polarization method at multiple wave-
lengths which allows for an easy, quick and high-accu-
racy analysis of two or more different assay-objects con-
tained in a sample in one reaction system.
[0066] Various other modifications will be apparent to
and can be readily made by those skilled in the art with-
out departing from the scope of this invention. Accord-
ingly, it is not intended that the scope of the claims ap-
pended hereto be limited to the description as set forth
herein, but rather that the claims be broadly construed.

Claims

1. A fluorescence polarization method at multiple
wavelengths for analyzing two or more different as-
say-objects in a sample, the method comprising the
steps of:

(a) providing two or more different fluorescent-
labeled substances, each being a substance
which is capable of specifically binding to re-
spective one of the assay-objects and is cova-
lently bound to a fluorochrome, wherein the
fluorochromes of the fluorescent-labeled sub-
stances are different from one another;
(b) allowing the fluorescent-labeled substances
to bind to the two or more different assay-ob-
jects, respectively; and
(c) measuring a change in the degree of fluo-
rescence polarization which has taken place in
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each of the fluorescent-labeled substances by
its binding to one of the assay-objects.

2. A fluorescence polarization method at multiple
wavelengths according to claim 1, wherein each of
the two or more different assay-objects is independ-
ently a biological substance, a microorganism, a vi-
rus, a pharmaceutical, an environmental pollutant
or an abused drug.

3. A fluorescence polarization method at multiple
wavelengths according to claim 2, wherein the bio-
logical substance is a peptide, a protein, a lipid, a
saccharide or a nucleic acid.

4. A fluorescence polarization method at multiple
wavelengths according to claim 3, wherein the pro-
tein is an antibody, a hormone, an inflammation
marker, a coagulation factor, an apolipoprotein, a
high density lipoprotein (HDL), a low density lipo-
protein (LDL), a glycosylated albumin, a glycosylat-
ed hemoglobin, a hemoglobin, or an enzyme.

5. A fluorescence polarization method at multiple
wavelengths according to claim 4, wherein the hor-
mone is chorionic gonadotropin, thyroid-stimulating
hormone, progesterone, follicular forming hor-
mone, parathyroid-stimulating hormone, adreno-
corticotropic hormone, or insulin.

6. A fluorescence polarization method at multiple
wavelengths according to claim 4, wherein the in-
flammation marker is C-reactive protein (CRP),
α1-antitrypsin (α1-AT), α1-antichymotrypsin
(α1-X), α1-acid glycoprotein (α1-AG), haptoglobin
(Hp), ceruloplasmin (Cp), the 9th component of
complement (C9), the 4th component of comple-
ment (C4), the 3rd component of complement (C3),
complement factor B (B), fibrinogen (Fbg), serum
amyloid A (SAA), C1 inhibitor (C1I), a sialoglyco-
protein, an acid-soluble protein (ASP) or an immu-
nosuppressive acidic protein (IAP).

7. A fluorescence polarization method at multiple
wavelengths according to claim 2, wherein the mi-
croorganism is staphylococcus, Sarcina, Spirillum,
Streptococcus, coccobacillus, bacillus, Spirochae-
ta, tetracoccus, comma bacillus, or Actinomyces.

8. A fluorescence polarization method at multiple
wavelengths according to claim 1, wherein the spe-
cifically-binding substance is a protein which is a
antibody, an antigen, a receptor, or an inhibitor.

9. A fluorescence polarization method at multiple
wavelengths according to claim 8, wherein the an-
tibody is a set of polyclonal antibodies, a mono-
clonal antibody, a chimeric antibody, a Fab antibody

or a (Fab)2 antibody.

10. A fluorescence polarization method at multiple
wavelengths according to claim 1, wherein the fluor-
ochrome has a functional group which is capable of
binding to a primary, secondary or tertiary amino
group, a carboxyl group, a thiol group, a phenyl
group, a phenol group or a hydroxyl group.

11. A fluorescence polarization method at multiple
wavelengths according to claim 1, wherein a life-
time of fluorescence of the fluorochrome is in the
range of about 0.1 nanoseconds to about 500 na-
noseconds.

12. A fluorescence polarization method at multiple
wavelengths according to claim 1, wherein the fluor-
ochrome has a skeletal structure of fluorescein,
dansyl, pyrene, rhodamine, dialkylaminonaphtha-
lene, dialkylaminonaphthalenesulfonyl, cyanin, or
indolenine.

13. A fluorescence polarization method at multiple
wavelengths according to claim 1, wherein each of
the fluorochromes is selected so that the fluoro-
chrome is different from the other fluorochromes in
terms of at least one of excitation wavelength, fluo-
rescence wavelength, and lifetime of fluorescence.

14. A kit for use in a fluorescence polarization method
at multiple wavelengths for analyzing two or more
different assay-objects in a sample, the kit compris-
ing two or more different fluorescent-labeled sub-
stances, each being a substance which is capable
of specifically binding to respective one of the as-
say-objects and is covalently bound to a fluoro-
chrome, wherein the fluorochromes of the fluores-
cent-labeled substances are different from one an-
other.

15. A system for use in a fluorescence polarization
method at multiple wavelengths for analyzing two
or more different assay-objects in a sample, the
system comprising:

(a) two or more different fluorescent-labeled
substances, each being a substance which is
capable of specifically binding to respective
one of the assay-objects and is covalently
bound to a fluorochrome, wherein the fluoro-
chromes of the fluorescent-labeled substances
are different from one another; and
(b) means for measuring the degree of fluores-
cence polarization.

13 14



EP 0 969 279 B1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Patentansprüche

1. Fluoreszenzpolarisationsverfahren bei mehreren
Wellenlängen zum Analysieren auf zwei oder mehr
verschiedene Testobjekte in einer Probe, das Ver-
fahren umfassend die Schritte:

a) Bereitstellen von zwei oder mehr unter-
schiedlich fluoreszenzmarkierten Substanzen,
von denen jede jeweils spezifisch an je eine der
Testobjekte binden kann und kovalent an ein
Fluorochrom gebunden ist, worin die Fluoro-
chrome der fluoreszenzmarkierten Substanzen
sich voneinander unterscheiden;
b) Binden lassen der fluoreszenzmarkierten
Substanzen an die zwei oder mehr unter-
schiedlichen Testobjekte; und
c) Messen einer Änderung im Ausmaß der
Fluoreszenzpolarisation, das für jede der fluo-
reszenzmarkierten Substanzen durch ihre Bin-
dung an eines der Testobjekte stattgefunden
hat.

2. Fluoreszenzpolarisationsverfahren bei mehreren
Wellenlängen gemäß Anspruch 1, worin jedes der
zwei oder mehr unterschiedlichen Testobjekte un-
abhängig eine biologische Substanz, ein Mikroor-
ganismus, ein Virus, ein Pharmazeutikum, ein Um-
weltschadstoff oder eine missbrauchte Droge ist.

3. Fluoreszenzpolarisationsverfahren bei mehreren
Wellenlängen gemäß Anspruch 2, worin die biolo-
gische Substanz ein Peptid, ein Protein, ein Lipid,
ein Saccharid oder eine Nukleinsäure ist.

4. Fluoreszenzpolarisationsverfahren bei mehreren
Wellenlängen gemäß Anspruch 3, worin das Prote-
in ein Antikörper, ein Hormon, ein Entzündungs-
marker, ein Koagulationsfaktor, ein Apolipoprotein,
ein Lipoprotein hoher Dichte (HDL), ein Lipoprotein
geringer Dichte (LDL), ein glykosyliertes Albumin,
ein glykosyliertes Hämoglobin, ein Hämoglobin
oder ein Enzym ist.

5. Fluoreszenzpolarisationsverfahren bei multiplen
Wellenlängen gemäß Anspruch 4, worin das Hor-
mon Choriongonadotropin, ein Thyroid-sitmulieren-
des Hormon, Progesteron, Follikel-stimulierendes
Hormon, Parathyroid-stimulierendes Hormon, ad-
renocorticotrophes Hormon oder Insulin ist.

6. Fluoreszenzpolarisationsverfahren bei mehreren
Wellenlängen gemäß Anspruch 4, worin der Ent-
zündungsmarker das C-reaktive Protein (CRP),
α1-Antitrypsin (α1-AT), α1-Antichymotrypsin
(α1-X), das saure α1-Glycoprotein (α1-AG), Hapto-
globin (Hp), Coeruloplasmin (Cp), die neunte Kom-
ponente des Komplementsystems (C9), die vierte

Komponente des Komplementsystems (C4), die
dritte Komponente des Komplementsystems (C3),
der Komplementfaktor B (B), Fibrinogen (Fbg), Se-
rumamyloid A (SAA), der C1-Inhibitor (C1I), ein Sia-
loglykoprotein, ein säurelösliches Protein (ASP)
oder ein saures immunsupressives Protein (IAP)
ist.

7. Fluoreszenzpolarisationsverfahren bei mehreren
Wellenlängen gemäß Anspruch 2, worin es sich bei
dem Mikroorganismus handelt um Staphylococcus,
Sarcina, Spirillum, Streptococcus, Coccobacillus,
Bacillus, Spirochaeta, Tetracoccus, Commabacil-
lus oder Actinomyces.

8. Fluoreszenzpolarisationsverfahren bei mehreren
Wellenlängen gemäß Anspruch 1, worin die spezi-
fische Bindungssubstanz ein Protein ist, bei dem es
sich um ein Antikörper, ein Antigen, ein Rezeptor
oder einen Inhibitor handelt.

9. Fluoreszenzpolarisationsverfahren bei mehreren
Wellenlängen gemäß Anspruch 8, worin es sich bei
dem Antikörper handelt um einen Satz polyklonaler
Antikörper, einen monoklonalen Antikörper, einen
chimeren Antikörper, einen Fab-Antikörper oder ei-
nen (Fab)2-Antikörper.

10. Fluoreszenzpolarisationsverfahren bei mehreren
Wellenlängen gemäß Anspruch 1, worin das Fluo-
rochrom eine funktionelle Gruppe aufweist, die an
eine primäre, sekundäre oder tertiäre Aminogrup-
pe, eine Carboxylgruppe, eine Thiolgruppe, eine
Phenylgruppe, eine Phenolgruppe oder ein Hydro-
xylgruppe binden kann.

11. Fluoreszenzpolarisationsverfahren bei mehreren
Wellenlängen gemäß Anspruch 1, worin eine Le-
benszeit der Fluoreszenz des Fluorochroms im Be-
reich von etwa 0,1 ns bis etwa 500 ns liegt.

12. Fluoreszenzpolarisationsverfahren bei mehreren
Wellenlängen gemäß Anspruch 1, worin das Fluo-
rochrom die Skelettstruktur aufweist von Fluoresz-
ein, Dansyl, Pyren, Rhodamin, Dialkylaminonaph-
thalin, Dialkylaminonaphthalinsulfonyl, Cyanin oder
Indolenin.

13. Fluoreszenzpolarisationsverfahren bei mehreren
Wellenlängen gemäß Anspruch 1, worin jedes der
Fluorochrom so ausgewählt ist, dass das Fluoro-
chrom sich von den anderen Fluorochromen hin-
sichtlich mindestens eines unter der Anregungs-
wellenlänge, der Fluoreszenzwellenlänge und der
Lebensdauer der Fluoreszenz unterscheidet.

14. Kit zur Verwendung in einem Fluoreszenzpolarisa-
tionsverfahren bei mehreren Wellenlängen zum
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Analysieren auf zwei oder mehr unterschiedliche
Testobjekte in einer Probe, das Kit umfassend zwei
oder mehr verschieden fluoreszenzmarkierte Sub-
stanzen, von denen jede Substanz spezifisch an je
eines der Testobjekte binden kann und kovalent an
ein Fluorochrom gebunden ist, worin sich die Fluo-
rochrome der fluoresenzmarkierten Substanzen
voneinander unterscheiden.

15. System zur Verwendung in einem Fluoreszenzpo-
larisationsverfahren bei mehreren Wellenlängen
zum Analysieren auf zwei oder mehr unterschiedli-
che Testobjekte in einer Probe, das System umfas-
send:

(a) zwei oder mehr verschieden fluoreszenz-
markierte Substanzen, von denen jede Sub-
stanz spezifisch an je eines der Testobjekte bin-
den kann und kovalent an ein Fluorochrom ge-
bunden ist, worin sich die Fluorochrome der
fluoreszenzmarkierten Substanzen voneinan-
der unterscheiden; und
(b) Mittel zum Messen des Maßes der Fluores-
zenzpolarisation.

Revendications

1. Procédé de polarisation de fluorescence à de mul-
tiples longueurs d'onde destiné à analyser deux ou
plus différents essais-objets dans un échantillon, le
procédé comprenant les étapes consistant à :

(a) fournir deux ou plus différentes substances
étiquetées fluorescentes, chacune étant une
substance qui est capable de se lier spécifique-
ment à un essai-objet respectif des essais-ob-
jets et est liée de manière covalente à un fluo-
rochrome, dans lequel les fluorochromes des
substances étiquetées fluorescentes sont dif-
férents les uns des autres ;

(b) laisser les substances étiquetées fluores-
centes se lier aux deux ou plus différents es-
sais-objets, respectivement ; et

(c) mesurer un changement du degré de pola-
risation de fluorescence qui a eu lieu dans cha-
cune des substances étiquetées fluorescentes
par sa liaison à l'un des essais-objets.

2. Procédé de polarisation de fluorescence à de mul-
tiples longueurs d'onde selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel chacun des deux ou plus différents es-
sais-objets est indépendamment une substance
biologique, un micro-organisme, un virus, un pro-
duit pharmaceutique, un polluant environnemental
ou une drogue consommée.

3. Procédé de polarisation de fluorescence à de mul-
tiples longueurs d'onde selon la revendication 2,
dans lequel la substance biologique est un peptide,
une protéine, un lipide, un saccharide ou un acide
nucléique.

4. Procédé de polarisation de fluorescence à de mul-
tiples longueurs d'onde selon la revendication 3,
dans lequel la protéine est un anticorps, une hor-
mone, un marqueur d'inflammation, un facteur de
coagulation, une apolipoprotéine, une lipoprotéine
de haute densité (HDL), une lipoprotéine de basse
densité (LDL), une albumine glycosylée, une hémo-
globine glycosylée, une hémoglobine ou une enzy-
me.

5. Procédé de polarisation de fluorescence à de mul-
tiples longueurs d'onde selon la revendication 4,
dans lequel l'hormone est la gonadotropine chorio-
nique, une hormone stimulant la thyroïde, la pro-
gestérone, une hormone formante folliculaire, une
hormone stimulant la parathyroïde, l'hormone adré-
nocorticotrope, ou l'insuline.

6. Procédé de polarisation de fluorescence à de mul-
tiples longueurs d'onde selon la revendication 4,
dans lequel le marqueur d'inflammation est la pro-
téine C réactive (CRP) α1-antitrypsine (α1-AT),
α1-antichymotrypsine (α1-X), α1-acide glycopro-
téine (α1-AG), haptoglobine (Hp), ceruloplasmine
(Cp), le 9ème composant du complément (C9), le
4ème composant du complément (C4), le 3ème com-
posant du complément (C3), le facteur de complé-
ment B (B), fibrinogène (Fbg), sérum amyloïde A
(SAA), inhibiteur C1 (C1I), une sialoglycoprotéine,
une protéine soluble dans l'acide (ASP) ou une pro-
téine acide immunosuppressive (IAP).

7. Procédé de polarisation de fluorescence à de mul-
tiples longueurs d'onde selon la revendication 2,
dans lequel le microorganisme est staphylococcus,
Sarcina, Spirillum, Streptococcus, coccobacillus,
bacillus, Spirochaéta, tétracoccus, comma bacillus
ou Actinomyces.

8. Procédé de polarisation de fluorescence à de mul-
tiples longueurs d'onde selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel la substance spécifiquement liante est
une protéine qui est un anticorps, un antigène, un
récepteur ou un inhibiteur.

9. Procédé de polarisation de fluorescence à de mul-
tiples longueurs d'onde selon la revendication 8,
dans lequel l'anticorps est un ensemble d'anticorps
polyclonaux, un anticorps monoclonal, un anticorps
chimérique, un anticorps Fab ou un anticorps (Fab)
2.
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10. Procédé de polarisation de fluorescence à de mul-
tiples longueurs d'onde selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel le fluorochrome a un groupe fonctionnel
qui est capable de se lier à un groupe amino primai-
re, secondaire ou tertiaire, un groupe carboxyle, un
groupe thiol, un groupe phényle, un groupe phénol
ou un groupe hydroxyle.

11. Procédé de polarisation de fluorescence à de mul-
tiples longueurs d'onde selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel une durée de vie de fluorescence du
fluorochrome se situe dans la gamme allant d'envi-
ron 0,1 nanoseconde à environ 500 nanosecondes.

12. Procédé de polarisation de fluorescence à de mul-
tiples longueurs d'onde selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel le fluorochrome a une structure sque-
lettique de fluorescéine, dansyle, pyrène, rhodami-
ne, dialkylaminonaphtalène, dialkylaminonaphtalè-
nesulfonyle, cyanine ou indolénine.

13. Procédé de polarisation de fluorescence à de mul-
tiples longueurs d'onde selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel chacun des fluorochromes est choisi de
telle sorte que le fluorochrome est différent des
autres fluorochromes en termes d'au moins l'un par-
mi la longueur d'onde d'excitation, la longueur d'on-
de de fluorescence et la durée de vie de fluorescen-
ce.

14. Lot pour utilisation dans un procédé de polarisation
de fluorescence à de multiples longueurs d'onde
destiné à analyser deux ou plus différents essais-
objets dans un échantillon, le lot comprenant deux
ou plus différentes substances étiquetées fluores-
centes, chacune étant une substance qui est capa-
ble de se lier spécifiquement à un essai-objet res-
pectif des essais-objets et est liée de manière co-
valente à un fluorochrome, dans lequel les fluoro-
chromes des substances étiquetées fluorescentes
sont différents les uns des autres.

15. Système pour utilisation dans un procédé de pola-
risation de fluorescence à de multiples longueurs
d'onde destiné à analyser deux ou plus différents
essais-objets dans un échantillon, le système
comprenant :

(a) deux ou plus différentes substances étique-
tées fluorescentes, chacune étant une subs-
tance qui est capable de se lier spécifiquement
à un essai-objet respectif des essais-objets et
est liée de manière covalente à un fluorochro-
me, dans lequel les fluorochromes des subs-
tances étiquetées fluorescentes sont différents
les uns des autres ; et

(b) un moyen destiné à mesurer le degré de po-

larisation de fluorescence.
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