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{57} ABSTRACT

When an insulated conductor wire is adjacent to and
coextensive with the outside of a stecl pipe transport-
ing a fluid and it carries alternating current as one leg

of a circuit, with the pipe itself carrying the AC for the
return leg, induction and magnetic effects develop
which cause the AC flow to concentrate on a band of
the surface or *‘skin™ of the pipe close to the wire,
thus greatly incrcasing the resistance of the pipe wall
and the heat produced therein. No current is carried
in the inner wall of the pipe nor in that part of the
outer wall removed from the wire; and there is no cur-
rent loss to the ground or other surroundings. The in-
sulated conductor wire may be uncovered throughout
thosc portions of its outer surface not directly con-
fronting the pipe by any clectrically conductive mate-
rial which would shield . the electromagnetic field gen-
crated around the wire in a direction away from the
pipe, or it may be covered by a shaped cover of elec-
trical insulation material. However, electrically con-
ductive shiclding members may be provided betwcen
the wire and the pipc on cach side of the wire to trim
the effective width of the heating band on the pipe.
The conductor wire may comprise a pair of clongated
conductors arranged in spaced parallel relation and
clectrically connected throughout their respective
lengths by electrically conductive material having a
positive temperature cocfficient whereby the current
flow and thus the heat generated is automatically reg-
ulated in accordance with temperaturc. Two parallel
and adjacent transport pipes may be used, each insu-
lated from the other, and with one taking the place of

the conductor wire as the one leg of the circuit. Alter-

natively, three such pipes may be used, each for one
phase of a three phase AC supply, and with electrical
connections between the three pipes at their for ends
to give a “Y” connection. In such an arrangement,
cach pipe acts as a conductor wire in cooperation with
the other two adjacent pipes.

20 Claims, 21 Drawing Figures



U.S. Patent Aug 17,1976  Sheet 1 of 2 3,975,617

13 - — - B=— A 13
“FLUID IN FORCED —> . —e T r
—* FLOW — - -
A

LSRR SLEEESLSELSEESLL
e o ————————————————r———)

EALESLTE B LR

[}
CONDUCTIVE
B<—" CconpucTivE MATERIAL %A
MATERIAL

o % (o

B SOONONONNONNNNNNNY

L
v
Ly
@«
{0
v3)




U.S. Patent Aug. 17,1976  Sheet20f2 3,975,617

FIG. I

7
THREE ] . ij i

PHASE ‘ J/ N —
POWER 5 = —g'
SUPPLY |




3,975,617

1

PIPE HEATING BY AC IN STEEL

This is a continuation in part of application Ser. No.
107,351, filed Jan. 18th, 1971, now U.S. Pat. No.
3,777.117 of Dec. 4, 1973, entitled “Electric Heat
Generating System.” '

This invention relates to the use of an insulated elec-
trical conductor wire carrying alternating current (AC)
in an “‘out™ leg of a circuit; and the AC flows back
through an adjacent and substantiaily parallel, elon-
gated steel shape to supply the return or “back” leg of
the circuit. A skin cffect in the localized surface of the
steel shape or conductor which is in a band immedi-
ately adjacent to the wire, is developed by induction
and magnetic cffects and causes two quite important
phenomena:

a. the substantial reduction and localization of the
path of flow of the AC both as to depth and width
of the cffective conductor path in the cross-section
of the stecl wall, so as to increase greatly the effec-
tive resistance of the steel conductor, and

b. the production of a substantial insulation ability
against any clectrical contact with the balance of
the steel shape in two dimensions — both depth
and width — and particularly on the surface, away
from the band both inside and outside. The proxim-
ity relation of the two conductors — out and back
— and proper clectromagnetic shielding increases
further these cffects, the basis of the present advan-

. tageous system.

Alternating current flows only along a band of the
skin of the eclongated piece of steel acting as a very
specialized conductor under these conditions. (The
word “steel” is used hercinafter to represent any mag-
netic, electrical conductive material, since steel is the
most common such material.) As an example, a pipe
may be considered which has a minimum wall thickness
off at least twice the skin depth, or preferably about %
inch, less for many steels. AC may be conducted out to
the far end of the pipe by an adjacent, external, and
insulated wire which is connected theré to the wall.
Due to what is called the “skin effect”, substantially all
of the AC flows back on that part of the outside surface
or skin of the pipe which is immediately adjacent and
parailel to the conductor wire. This band of the steel
surface subtended from the wire becomes what may be
called a skin effect conductor-resistor. The balance of
the surface of the pipe, both inside and out, is, for
practical purposes, completely insulated electrically
from any object contacting it. This considerable reduc-
tion of what is normally regarded as the effective cross-
section of an electrical conductor (the entire pipe),
greatly increased the effective resistance of what other-
wise would be entirely a conductor. Thus, steel pipes
through which oil or other utilitarian liquid is trans-
ported, may be of such very substantially cross-section
of metal, compared to that of the usual copper wire
conductor, that they could not practically be used as a
conductor-resistor. By this invention, AC flow is lim-
ited to this narrow band of skin; the pipe offers greatly
increased resistance; and this new technique allows
such pipes to be used for resistance heating with AC,
for which they would be quite unsuitable with direct
current.

It has been found that pipes designed in accord with
this invention have considerably more resistance than
those of the copending application Ser. No. 107,351,
now U.S. Pat. No. 3,777,117, of Dec. 4, 1973 which
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may depend upon the skin effect of the entire inside
circumferential surface of a pipe transporting a fluid.
Since AC flows only in this band on a small part of the
outside surface of such a pipe of the present invention,
i.e., that part immediately adjacent to the external wire
which is adjacent and insulated, the inner wall of the
steel pipe is, for practical purposes, perfectly insulated
from the AC and may carry liquids which conduct
clectricity. Most of the outer pipe wall is also non-con-
ductive, and the pipe may be grounded and even
touched without shock, even though it is of consider-
able size. The pipe thus may be used for transport of
liquids which must be kept heated in transit or reheated
after a shutdown, because of the greatly reduced cross-
section, and decrcase of cffective area of this conduc-
tor-resistor. In normal use, the utilitarian fluid, usually
a liquid, is forced through the pipe by a pump or other
positive means.

If such an insulated conductor wire is extended along
the length of an element of a steel pipe and covered
with a concave covering strip or shape which should be
a non-conductor of electricity; e.g., a plastic shape such
as might be formed by extrusion of a thermoplastic
resin, in this case all of the heat from the AC flow is
generated within the pipe wall, in 2 band subtended by
the wirce as the skin effect conductor-resistor; and the
plastic shape protects the wire.

In many cases, the wire may be wrapped as a helical
coil around and along the pipe; and the concave cover,
if used, may again be of an insulating material. The flow
of return AC is in the skin band subtended by the wire:
The return current follows the band and the shape of
the wire, which may be a much longer path than the
shortest distance — the length of the pipe.

In the use of this invention, a utilitarian fluid, as
opposed to some casual fluid in the vicinity, is heated
by the steel shape against which the fluid is forced by
pump, blower, gravity, convection, or other means.
The steel shape is heated by a skin effect conductor-
resistor therein limited in cross-sectional area by the
skin effect and the proximity effect, which offers in-
creased resistance to, and hence heat from, the return
leg of the AC circuit.

While the steel shape often may be a pipe and the
utilitarian fluid may be a liquid being forced there-
through, in other cases, the steel shape may be other
than tubular — e.g., planor; conical, spheroidal, etc.;
and the utilitarian fluid may be heated by being passed
or forced into contact therewith, rather than trans-
ported thereby.

HEATING OF PIPELINES BY SKIN-EFFECT AS IN
PRIOR ART

Long distance pipelines which require heat to give a
lower viscosity to the heavy oils at higher temperatures,
particularly at start-ups, have used heat-tubes, but with
low heat fluxes to date, a maximum of from 10 to 15
watts per foot. Skin effect heating of pipelines, even
with the low performance of the prior art, has large
advantages over other systems which have been used
with steam or other hot fluids. Tracer tubes can be
heated economically ‘throughout their length by the
skin effect, using AC, which has frequencies of the
standard 50 to 60 cycles of conventional AC genera-
tion, and lower and higher, as described in copending
application Ser. No. 107,351 now U.S. Pat. No.
3,777,117 and U.S. Pat. No. 3,617,699. These patents
develop the theory and practice of the effective use of
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the skin effect, in various designs and sizes of pipclines
and other hecat-generating cquipment; also the influ-
ence on their design' and operation of the proximity
effect, the change in the number of cycles of the AC
used, and of other parameters. Particularly, the influ-
ence of these factors on the effective electrical resis-
tance of large steel pipes, has been demonstrated; and
it becomes increasingly important to increase this resis-
tance as pipeline size increase, and the cross-section of
what would be the normal conductor becomes so very
large.

Also devcloped were the controlling engineering
factors in design, such as materials of construction of
heat-tubes, conductor wires, their insulations under
different conditions, the fluids to be transported, and
the use of heat-tubes as heaters generally. On all of this
as a background, the present invention is based.

Simply, in a heat-tube, an internal clectric wire forms
one leg — out — of the AC circuit; and its other termi-
nal is at the far end of the heat-tube on the inside
thercof. The return leg of the circuit is the inside wall of
the heat-tube because of the skin effect, with very little
current flowing on the outside wall if the steel tube is
more than about twice the so-called effective skin
depth of about 0.04 inches; in usual steels, the total
thickness need not be more than about 3 times this —
or about % inch. The other junction to the source of
AC is a point at the near end of the inner surface of the
heat-tube adjacent to the entrance of the insulated
copper wire into the hecat-tube to carry the AC to its far
end.

Improved designs of the heating tube described in the
cited patents made the heat-tube conform closely to
the external surface or to form an integral part or,
indeed, the entire wall of the oil pipe. These designs
allow much greater heat fluxes than formerly thought
possible, with important advantages and economies in
the costs of pipe, of heating, and of insulation. By cor-
rect design, the AC was made to travel several times
the length of the pipe through spiral wound heat-tubes,
rather than through the straight line path through the
metal as normally would be quite the least resistance.

An internal electric wire or tube made of steel in-
stead of the usual copper for the “out” conductor leg
also was used to give an additional resistance due to a
second skin effect, the increased resistance of which
generates still more heat.

Particularly, even very large steel pipes for oil trans-
porting were shown to be possible heat-tubes by them-
selves. Only an internal conductor is necessary, with
greatly reduced costs of installation and maintenance.
By moving the location of the internal conductor away
from the axis of the tube, the effective resistance of the
“skin” of the oil-pipe was again increased greatly, an
important consideration in large oil-pipes. This is due
to what is called the proximity effect.

FUNDAMENTALS OF THE PRESENT INVENTION

Skin Effect Caused by Inducted Magnetic Flux

Skin effect is a phenomenon of an AC circuit which
restricts the AC flow to the surfaces of iron and steel
conductors-resistors which are operating in electro-
magnetic fields. Commercial AC frequencies of 50 to
60 cycles per second are used with another adjacent
conductor carrying AC so as to generate surface mag-
nctic in induction effects with corresponding diffu-
sional functions of the AC. With appropriate circuitry
long known in the art, all three phases of standard AC
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4
current gencration may be used to advantage, as may
frequencies in the range of from 10 to 1000 or more
per second, which range may be produced with con-
ventional alternators.

The electromagnetic flux surrounding a wire carrying
an AC extends until shielded by another metal. Thus,
the transport pipe itself was used as a heat-tube in the
copending application, now U.S. Pat. No. 3,777,117,
with an internal wire on the axis or the bottom of the
pipe.

To insure that there is no current leakage or danger
from the high voltage AC which flows on the inside
skin, the minimum thickness of the steel pipe wall was
found to be at ieast 2 times, and usually preferably 3
times, the skin thickness, or about % inch, with usual
steels under the usual characteristics of the AC flow
used. There will then be no practical voltage or power
loss, even when the outside of the heat-tube is
grounded or submerged in salt water. Conventionally,
unburied pipelines are grounded at reasonable dis-
tances and they should be in the present invention;
also, if installed in corrosive conditions, they may have
the conventional sacrificial cathodic protection system
with no interference with the skin effect heating,.

PROXIMITY EFFECT

The proximity effect is a very important aspect of the
electromagnetic field produced by an AC passing
through an inner wire conductor in penetrating the
return leg of the circuit, the steel wall of the pipe. This
was_analyzed in the copending application 107,351,
now U.S. Pat. No. 3,777,117 of Dec. 4, 1973 for a steel
heat-tube having a diameter which is large compared to
that of the electrical conductor wire. Increase of the
effective resistance up to 25 times or more of that when
the wire was on the pipe axis, was found for the pipe
wall when the insulated wire was simply laid on the
bottom.

The combination of the skin effect and the proximity
effect is equally important in some examples of the
present invention, which has, however, a different ge-
ometry of the arrangement of the conductor wire and
of the return conductor of steel. Usually, this steel
conductor is a transport pipe, the effective resistance of
which must be increased greatly for practical usage. In
the example of a circular conductor wire, the insulation
of which contacts the outside element of a steel pipe,
the effective resistance of the return circuit has been
found to be substantially that of a skin effect conduc-
tor-resistor, for practical purposes considered as cut
out of the steel wall, with the usual depth of the skin
and an effective width of only a narrow band of the
pipe subtended immediately under and adjacent to the
element of the pipe to which the insulation of the wire
is adjacent. ‘

The thickness of the insulation on the wire limits this
effective distance of the wire from the pipe wall in the
present invention, as does also the shape of the cross-
section of the wire. A flat conductor ribbon tightly held
against the outer:pipe wall, with a minimum thickness
of suitable insulation between, would give the least
distance between; and the proximity effect would be
most effective. Similarly, in the copending application,
now U.S. Pat. No. 3,777,117 a flat wire, when placed
against the inner surface of the pipe, gave the greatest
cffective resistance of the skin of the pipe wall. In the
present invention, the convexity of the exterior wall of
the pipe against the wire (of any shape) accentuates
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greatly. the increase of resistance of the skin of the
subtended band. as compared to the concavity of the
inner surface of the pipe wall. This is because in addi-
tion to (a) the skin effect, and. (b) the proximity effect
as has been previously demonstrated, there is also (¢)a
“shielding” cffect which does not pertain when the
wirc is.cntirely encompassed by the: pipe.

Now it has been found desirable in some cases to
have a flat wire when possible as close to the surface of
the metal as not more than about 5 to 12 times the
so-called penetration depth. With usual stecls, this
would amount to about 0.2 to 0.5 inches. The distance
includes the thickness of the electrical insulation. Since
the flatter the wire, if of the same cross-sectional area,
the greater its width will have to be for the same electri-
cal capacity — and thercfore the greater the width will
be of the band of the skin effect conductor-resistor
subtended by the clectromagnetic flux generated by the
wire.

In general, h()wcvcr the cffective width of this band
which returns the current carried in a flat insulated
conductor wire closely held against the wall will be the
sum of the width of the flat wire plus about two to three
times the skin pénetration or depth on cach side, ie.,
the total may be the wire width plus about 4 to 6 times
the skin penetration. This depends on the effective
distance the conductor wire is from the steel.

If flat steel wire is used as the conductor, the desir-
ability of taking advantagc of the skin effect in this as
well as in the pipe wall has been considered in the
copending application now U.S. Pat. No. 3,777, 117.If
a thickness of the flat sheet band is greater than about
twice that of the skin depth, all of the rest of the thick-
ness of the steel wall of the band becomes an insulator,
more cffective as the thickness increases. This aspect of
the usc of steel as an insulator must be balanced against
the use of a more or less standard insulation, which
would have to be used — applied coated, drawn on,
etc. on the inner or plpe side in any case.

-Movement of the wire in relation to the pipe changes
greatly the proximity effect, the pipe’s resistance, and
the heat generated. .

SHIELDING

An electromagnetic flux, as that generated by the AC
flow in the conductor wire, is shielded or arrested by an
electrical conductor. This shielding is what reduces the
penetration of the flux into the sheet wall of the pipe
and causes the skin effect. Shielding is also closely
related to the proximity effect, partlcularly in the con-
vex outer pipe wall with a wire carrying AC adjacent to
one of its elements.

In some cases, it may be desnred to narrow the width
of the band in the pipe wall of this skin effect conduc-
tor-resistor which returns the AC. As indicated above,
for a conductor very near the wall, this may extend
about twice the value of the skin penetration depth, or
about 2 X 0.04 or 0.08 inches, on each side beyond the
width of the wire, depending on the distance of the wire
from the wall. This much -of the wall of the pipe on
cither side of the pipe wall will carry AC, rapidly de-
creasing to a very low voltage and amperage as the
distance increases from cither side of the flat conductor
wire.

If the msul«mon which must be formed around this
flat wire extends more than two or three times the value
of the penetration depth on cither side of the wire itself,
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6
it insulates very cffectively the balance of the pipe wall
from any possible contact or short.

As an additional precaution, the insulation may be
formed cven ‘wider, so that it extends more than 3 or
more times the penetration depth on each side of the
wire, with cither continuous or discontinuous conduc-
tor ribbons formed-in, along the sides. These will shield
the steel pipe wall and give an effective width of the
band of skin which returns the AC current, which width
need be no wider than that of the conductor ribbon
itself, thus amply insulated by the insulation of the
ribbon from cxternal contact.

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION

Some of the objects and accomplishments of this
invention, in the design and use of systems for skin
effect heating, are:

1. Decrease in the effective width, thus increase in
resistance of the skin effect conductor-resistor adjacent
the conductor wire.

2. Use of a conductor wire entirely non-enclosed by
the steel pipe or other shape, when the heat tube is at
least partly made up of the wall of a transport pipe
carrying a fluid.

3. Simplification and cheapening of materials and
construction, including thermal insulation for pipelines
and other heated surfaces.

4. Use of the conductor wire unenclosed by a heat-
tube and out of contact with the fluid being transported
in a pipe. '

5. Use of a simple, insulated conductor wire as the
only element of a heat-tube to be added to an existing
transport pipe, adjacent to the pipe wall — sometimes
outside the thermal insulation.

6.'Use of a simple insulated wire adjacent to a steel
surface of any shape'to heat it by the skin effect resis-
tance developéd to AC flowing as the back leg of the
circuit in this band of a skin effect conductor-resistor.

7. Use of a special conductor wire cable itself as a
thermostat to control the heat input to and temperature
of a steel surface and hence of any adjacent fluid.

8. Elimination of stresses set up thermally in a steel
structure, e.g., a steel transport line, which are caused
by the welding thereto of a heat-tube.

9. Use of another adjacent pipe as the conductor wire
for mutual skin effect heating; also use of three such
adjacent pipes for mutual heating when used as three
legs of a 3-phase AC circuit.

FIGURES

In this invention and in the figures, only AC is used.
All figures, including electrical wiring, are diagramatic,
without scale and in the wiring diagrams, insulation of
the wires is usually not shown. Thermal insulation is not
shown usually in the Figures as it is not a part of this
invention by itself. Circulation of fluid is indicated
merely by arrows which show direction of flow; and
means for causing such a flow, e.g., a pump, is not
shown. .

FIGS. 1 and 2 are cross-sections of a conventional
insulated conductor wire running adjacent to the wall
of a transport pipe, and concave shapes of insulating
material covering the electric wire.

FIG. 3 is the cross-section of a conventional insulated
clectric wire against the outside of a transport pipe.

FIG. 4 is the cross-section of an insulated electric
wire of rectangular cross-section against the outside: of
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a transport pipe, with means for increasing the distance
of the wire from the pipe. ‘

FIG. SA is the cross-section of the insulated wire of
FIG. 4, but with shielding strips of metal imbedded in
the insulation. : g

FIG. 5B is an enlargment of the cross-section of the
special wire of FIG. 5A, showing the.insulated wires
outside of a layer of thermal insulation. o
" FIG. 6A is a cross-section parallel to the axis of a
special conductor wire cable clectrically connected to
a special steel shape, also in cross-section.

FIG. 6B is a cross-section at right angles to the axis of
FIG. 6A. . ‘

FIG. 7 is a cross-section of two transport pipes, cach
of which acts also as the conductor wire for the other.

FIG. 8 is a cross-section of three transport pipes,
cach of which acts also as the conductor wire for the
other two in a 3-phase circuit. .

FIG. 9A is a plan view of a steel sheet heated by a
simple insulated wire as one leg of an AC circuit; and a
subtended band of a skin effect- conductor-resistor of
the stecl is the return leg. .

FIG. 9B is the cross-section of FIG. 9A, showing a
fluid in forced flow against the surface of the steel
sheet. :

FIG. 10 is a diagram of an AC circuit wherein an
insulated wire is wrapped spirally around a transport
pipe. :

FIG. 11 is a diagram of an'AC circuit wherein an
insulated wire on a pipe wall is protected by a plastic
cover of a concave cross-section.

FIG. 12 is a diagram of an AC circuit wherein an
insulated wire on a pipe wall is protected by a plastic
cover of an angular cross-section. .

FIG. 13 is a diagram of an AC circuit wherein an
insulated wire runs along an element of a pipe wall..

FIG. 14 is a longitudinal elevation and the circuit of
FIG. 4.

FIG. 15 is a longitudinal elevation and the circuit of
FIG. 5A. :

FIG. 16 is a longitudinal elevation and the circuit of
FIG. 5B. :

FIG. 17 is a longitudinal elevation of the two pipes
and the circuit of FIG. 7. )

FIG. 18 is a longitudinal elevation of the three pipes
and the circuit of FIG. 8.

HEAT-TUBES INCOMPLETELY ENCLOSED IN
- STEEL

All of the heat-tubes of the prior art using skin effect
electric heating have been surrounded by and thus
completely encompassed or enclosed in a steel or pipe
(except for the ends which are not a part of the heating
effect). Particularly this is the case with the preferred
type wherein some part of the wall of the heat-tube is
also a part of the wall of the transport pipe. Hercin, the
term ‘completely enclosed’ or encompassed refers to
the longitudinal run of the pipe, as would be shown in
a typical cross-section at right angles to the axis; and
the entire perimeter of steel is of unbroken metal, and
with any juncture otherwise exposing a crack filled with
welding, also ferromagnetic.

Now it has been found that the steel wall exhibiting
the skin effect need not encompass. the wire in those
cases where some part of the transport pipe wall gener-
ates some part, or all, of the skin effect heating pro-
duced by the heat-tube, as the term has been defined in
U.S. Pat. No. 3,617,699 and the copending application
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107,351 now-U.S. Pat. No. 3,777,117, of Dec. 4, 1973,
Various advantages accrue, a principal one being that
the pipe is not heated, unevenly, by welding on- the
heat-tube, thus endangering its strength dué to thermal
stresses. . . : '

Particularly, it has been found convenient, desirable,
and more economical in construction if that part of the
return AC circuit which returns through the transport
pipe wall is confined as the main or entire return circuit
within a narrow band. of skin effect. conductor-resistor.

In prior usc of a heat-tube isolated from the transport
pipe, but adjacent thereto and in practice welded
thereto, as described in U.S. Pats: Nos. 3,293,407 and
3,591,770, the skin effect resistance was confined to
the inner wall of the external and isolated heat-tube..
Thus, even though there is contact, or usually welding
to the wall of the transport pipe, no current could flow
and no heat could be generated within the wall of the
transport pipe. This is because, by definition, the heat-
tube was of steel sufficiently. thick to- prevent current
flow and heat generation on its outside surface; which
is in contact with the transport pipe; thus, none could
be generated in the welding bead nor in the pipe itself.
The present invention is concerned with the use of the
insulated conductor wire adjacent to- or in. direct.
contact with the steel to be heated, most often the wall
of a transport pipe, so that heat is generated directly
within the steel wall itself which is otherwise at too low
a temperature. G

Now the effective ‘perimeter’ of the heat-tube has
shrunk correspndingly, from the former circumscribing
tube or pipe. This perimeter.is now the effective width
of the “band” of skin effect conductor-resistor which
carries the return AC current. Hence, its cross-sec-
tional area decreases with increase of the ‘opening’

because the depth of penetration (i.e., that of the skin)

is constant; and the resistance of the return leg of the
AC circuit increases correspondingly. When; the ‘open-
ing’ is 180° — for a flat piece of steel — or more than
180° outside a pipe, the band of this skin conductor is
simply that part of the adjacent steel surface which is
subtended and falls effectively within'the electromag-
netic flux created by the flow of AC in the adjacent
wire. :

This is a very important consideration in the design of
long distance pipelines, particularly in those where the
pipe size is large. It was shown in the copending appli-
cation 107,351 now U.S. Pat. No. 3,777,117, of Dec. 4,
1973 that, by the proper use of the combination of the
skin and proximity effects, and by the choice of the
number of cycles of the AC, the effective resistance of
the steel pipe acting as the return leg of the AC circuit
could be varied by over a thousand fold. By narrowing
the width of the band of the skin effect conductor-resis-
tor by the methods of this invention, another very large
factor may be used to multiply this ratio of the increase
of the resistance as shown in this invention:

Similarly, this invention may be tsed to heat fluids
caused to flow outside of pipes and in contact with their
walls, and indeed to heat other materials, including
solids, which may be in contact with a steel shape so
heated. - - . ‘ ‘

Copending application 107,351 now U.S. Pat. No.
3,777,117, of Dec. 4, 1973 describes the heating' of
fluids flowing in contact with the walls of a combined
heat-tube and transport pipe, cither internally or exter-
nally. This heat-tube pipe may also be used in accord
with this invention, wherein the wire is not enclosed by
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the pipe, as described herein. Of cqual advantage, an-
other piece of steel shaped like a tube or in another
form and without enclosure of the wire, may be used
with the wire carrying the ‘out’ leg of the AC current
attached thereto; and the steel shape carrying the re-
turn leg in the skin effect conductor-resistor in the
steel, subtended by the wire. This skin heater for a steel
plate or other shape may have the wire attached
thereto in almost any pattern; and on cither side of a
formed sheet of suitable thickness, and utilizing all
three cycles of such AC.

HEATING WITH THE WIRE COVERED

FIG. 1 shows the cross-section of a heat-tube formed
by the pipe wall, 1, a skin effect conductor-resistor.
The wire, 3, with its insulation 4, is laid along an cle-
ment of the pipe and is covered by a concave strip or
shape, 2, of plastic or other non-conductive material.
This may, or may not, have flanges, 6, to conform gen-
ordlly with the pipe wall. A thin crack, 7, between the
pipe and the two flanges of the cover strip, is present
throughout the length of both.

The clectrical connections are shown in FIG. 11 and
are analogous to those for a heat-tube: the wire is con-
nected at the near end to one terminal of the AC, on
the far end to the external surface of the pipe. The near
end of the pipe is connected to the other terminal, 5, of
the AC. The skin effect develops in the band of steel
under the wire.

The cover, 2, may be made of any non-magnetic and
non-conducting material, such as a plastic. It is made
wide enough to cover that band of the wall of the pipe
subtended by the wire as a skin effect conductor-resis-
tor. The current inténsity, along the sides of this band,
decays rapidly as the distance from the axis of the band
increases. The effective total width depends principally
on the size of the wire, and thus its effective distance
from the steel, also particularly therefore the thickness
of its insulation. For round wire, the effective width of
the skin effect conductor-resistor band is usually not
more than about 25 to 50 times the value of the pene-
tration or skin depth.

Heat generated within the pipe wall passes directly to
the rest of the wall and thence to the fluid. ;

Thus, the system of FIG. 1 may be used either with or
without a plastic cover over the conductor wires, prop-
erly connected, running along one or more elements of
the pipeline. If more than one, they should usually be
spaced apart at least 100 times the value of the penetra-
tion depth. The wire may also be wrapped around the
transport pipe in a helix of whatever pltch may be de-
sired — with, however, a desired minimum spacing of
coils of not less than about 100 times the value of the

_penetration depth. This use of a helical heat-tube is
described mote fully in U.S. Pat. No. 3,617,699; and
the present invention adds to that in the use of a simple
insulated wire as the only part required to be added to
the pipe itself to give the skin effect conductor-resistor
hitherto found only in a heat-tube encompassmg the
wire throughout its length.

Similarly, any desired pattern within the aforemen-
tioned spacing may be laid out on a steel shape other
than that of a pipe, either flat or curvilinear, for various
other heating purposes, such as hedtmg fluids passed in
contact therewith, etc.

FIG. 2 illustrates another of the many clongated con-
cave cover shapes of plastic, which may be used. Here
it is an angle, used as described above for FIG. 1. A
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10
standard ‘angle shape is conveniently used — as may
also other strips of plastic which are available in con-
cave shapes.

Again, the angle of plastic may be used in a helix
around a pipe, or on a flat plate or other steel sheet, as
described under FIG. 1. FIG. 10 shows the wiring dia-
gram of the helical curve on the pipe surface of the
wire, either with or without the cover.

HEATING WITH WIRE UNCOVERED

FIG. 3 shows in cross-section the simplest embodi-
ment of the invention, and is a conventional insulated
wire held in place against the pipe’s outer surface,
either along an element, a helix, or other desired pat-
tern. Again, the electrical circuitry as shown in FIG. 13
is the same; and again, the return path, that of the skin
effect conductor-resistor, is subtended by the perme-
ation of the electro-magnetic flux into the outer surface
of the steel pipe — dependent on both the proximity
effect and the skin effect, with an effective width of
about 25-50 times the value of the permeation depth,
depending upon the size of the wire and the thickness
of its insulation. The wire diagrammed in this and other
figures may be used either along an element of a pipe,
or as 4 helix in FIG. 10 or other pattern of proper spac-
ing on the pipe wall.

This wire, by itself, may similarly be used to generate
heat in a steel shape other than a pipe wall, as described
under FIGS. 9A and 9B.

A valudble variation of the conventlonal wire of FIG.

'3 is the flattened, insulated wire or ribbon of FIG. 4

which has a width greater than its thickness. To secure
the maximum. benefit of the proximity effect, i.e., the
minimum width of the skin effect conductor-resistor
band and thus its maximum resistance, the conductor’s
effective center should be as close to the pipe wall as
possible. This may be approached by using a flat wire
or metal ribbon. However, as it becomes wider; it sub-
tends a wider band of the steel skin for reverse flow,
with a corresponding lessened resistance in the steel
conductor for return. The optimum ratio of these di-
mensions depend on the electrical characteristics re-
quired of the circuit. The electrical insulation is-applied
in a conventional manner, and if made somewhat wider
than otherwise necessary; i.e., 2 to 6 times the value of
the penetration depth on each side of the wire ribbon,
it covers the entire band of the return skin conductivity

‘and thus insulates it against possible mechanical

contact and shock or short.

This wire design and usage lends itself best to the
application of thermal insulation to the transport pipe
over the wire, because of the minimal protuberance of
the heatmg wire.

FIG. 14 is an elevation view of FIG. 4 and also shows
the conventional wiring diagram. The special fittings,
14, 15, and 16 are described below.

Conventionally, copper or aluminum conductor
wires or ribbons would' be used, but steel may also be
used, particularly here as a ribbon, where heat gener-
ated by usual line loss or that due to skin effect in the
steel conductor often may be transferred. readily
through thé thin electrical insulation to the pipe wall. If
the steel ribbon or band is thicker than the effective
penetration depth or skin thickness, then only the skin
thickness is the effective thickness for carrying AC.
Any greater thickness of the steel ribbon becomes that
miuch electrical insulation. As noted in the copending
application now U.S. Pat. No. 3,777,117, this insulating



3,975,617

11

value of steel increases extremely rapidly with thick-
ness (as an cxponential function) as contrasted with the
first power function for ordinary insulating materials.

FIG. 5A is a modification of FIG. 4 and includes as an
additional feature a shielding border, 8, on each side of
the flat wire to ‘trim’ the width of the effective band of
the skin conductor bencath. Thus, this band cannot
cxtend beyond a predetermined width to expose some
part of the pipe surface which has an appreciable cur-
rent flowing therein. These shielding strips are sur-
rounded by the molded insulation and may be either
single pieces, thin ribbons of copper or aluminum, or
made up of a mass of lengths of metal fibers or wires.
Either serves to shield the steel pipe and definitely to
fix the width of the band of the skin effect conductor-
resistor beneath. A view in elevation of FIG. 5A and its
conventional wiring diagram is shown in FIG. 15,

5

FIG. 5B is an enlargement -of a cross-section of .this '

special flat wire and shielding strips made up-in a
molded or extruded assembly of suitable insulation
material. This may be applied, as is indicated in FIG.
SA and the previous figures, directly against the pipe
wall. However, this form of the wire may be used — as
also may those of the others of this invention, particu-
larly as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, — outside of the con-
ventional thermal insulation as shown in FIG. 5B and
with the conventional circuit in FIG. 16. The thermal
insulation, 12, is of any usual thickness from | to 6
inches, and the conductor wire is simply held on its
outside, with the return AC flow and the useful heat
generated in the skin effect conductor:resistor sub-
tended below and within the pipe wall.

THE CONDUCTOR WIRE AS A THERMOSTAT

The conductor wire which supplies one leg of an AC .

circuit with a band of skin effect resistor-conductor as
the return leg, may be:made advantageously of one of
the specialized types of insulator-resistor cables which
increases in resistance and lowers the current flow as
the temperature increases. This is usually formed as a
pair of wires in a cable with a special material between
the two wires. This special material may be some syn-
thetic plastic with a special filler; and the composite has
a high electrical specific resistivity compared to that of
the wires and increases its electrical resistance — thus
decreases its heat generating ablllty — as its tempera-
ture increases. Such a material is said to have a Postive
Temperature - Coefficient. (PTC). The special cable
thus acts as its own thermostat or control of the input of

AC to devices of the prior art. An outer insulation

covers both of the parallel wires and the connecting
insulator-resistor, PTC, material. The two wires have
always before been connected at one end of the cable
to a source of either AC or DC. As the temperature of
the cable, and the special insulator-resistor material
between the two wires increases, its conducting capac-
ity decreases. This flow of current between the two
resistor-conductor wires and through these wires them-
selves, decreases. With fower heat input, the cable
cools until a point of temperature is reached where the
conductivity of the insulator-resistor material, which is
uniformly distributed along the length of the two wires,
is increased, more current flows, more heat is pro-
duced, and the cycle is repeated.

This prlor art of heating cable has always had its two
parallel wires on either side of the special plastic with
PTC making up the insulator-resistor connected to the
power source at the same end.
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Now it has been found that if this heating cable is
used in a somewhat different circuit as the conductor
wire of a skin effect heating system, the thermostatic
control of the heat produced is obtained not only in the
cable itself, as in the prior art, but simultaneously there
is controlled the current flow and heat produced in the
return leg of the circuit, i.c., that part of the resistor-
conductor due to the skin cffect in the stecel shape
adjacent.

This novel. connection, as shown in longitudinal
cross-section in FIG. 6A and in transverse cross-section
of FIG. 6B, is for heating a steel shape, 1, by means of
the skin effect conductor-resistor band therein induced
by AC flowing in the parallel conductor wires, 3’ and
3"', with the general electrical insulation, 4. (For clarity
in drawing, the wires are shown in elevation). The
special insulator-resistor material, having a PTC 11, is
in this case shown as a synthetic resin, which has a
special filler added. It is part of an integrally molded
cable between the two conductor wires, and inside the
general insulation. Any similar system. may be used
which electrically connects the two wires umformly
throughout their length to increase the resistance be-
tween the wires and thus reduce the current flow as the
cable is heated. The composition of this material, 11,
and its method of electrical connection between the
two wires, 3’ and 3", is not a part of this invention, nor
is the fact that per se the electrical resistance and hence
heat generated in this special insulator-resistor mate-
rial, 11, is utilized to heat the steel shape 1, as is the
“line lose” of any other conductor wire which would be
used.. Furthermore, as in other embodiments of this
invention, the conductor wires, here 3’ and 3" , may be
made of a metal which is an excellent conductor»of
electricity such as copper or aluminum, or of one as
steel which is an intermediary conductor, or of one
which is a poor conductor, such as one of the metals
normally used for electrical resistance heating wire. In
any case, these wires themselves will have a greater or
less electrical resistance and heat generated as what is
usually called the “line lose”. This heat is added to a
greater or lesser extent to the steel shape, 1, to add to

that generated within the steel by the band of skin

effect conductor-resistor. ) ,
Basically, when cold, the two parallel wires 3’ and 3"’

with the special insulator-resistor material, 11, act as a

smgle element, conventional conductor wire in carry-

.ing AC from the (+) terminal of the AC source to the .

connection, 6, with a far end of the steel shape, 1, back

. through the band of skin effect resistance-conductor in

1, and thence through the connecting wire, 13, to the
=) terminal of the AC. ‘

;. As the system — and particularly the specral msula—
tor-resistor material, 11, — hea.ts up, it becomes more
and more resistant to the flow of AC, and less current
flows. Less heat is generated as what may be regarded

here as line loss, as it is in the conventional use of this

special type cable used for heating pipes directly. (In
conventional use, both ends of two wires are connected
directly from one end of the cable to the AC terminals,
and one is not connected to the pipe as in this novel
circuit.)

In the present invention, as the insulator- re51stor
material, 11, heats, its electrical cond‘uvctlvnty decreases
as does the electrical flow, not only in this, the out-leg
of the electrical circuit, but particularly in the skin

‘effect conductor-resistor band .in the immediately adja-

cent steel shape which forms the returri leg of the AC
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circuit and gives the substantial heat generating ability
within. the steel shape itself. The thermostatic effect of
the cable itself (as hitherto used in the prior art) thus
may be multiplied many times by controlling the skin
effect current flow, and the heat cffect thereby devel-
oped within the pipe or other steel shape itself.

FIGS. 6A and 6B illustrate the steel to be heated in
_section, 1, and the adjacent double wire cable assem-
bly. It is obvious that the cable assembly may be either
inside or outside a pipe wall, also that this steel section
may be of other shape than a pipe wall, as hereinafter
. discussed for other wire conductors of this invention.
Also, the cable assembly may be covered with an insu-
lator shape, as in FIGS. 1 or 2. Such plastic covers of
the type in these Figures, may be used for insulation or
protection of the band of skin cffect conductor-resistor
bencath. Also the cable assembly may usually be
placed with the flat side of the molded insulation
against the steel shape in order to increase the proxim-
ity effect as above indicated.

HEATING WITH ANOTHER PIPE AS THE WIRE

FIG. 7 diagrams the cross-section of two transport
pipes, 31 and 31’, cach of which acts also as the con-
ductor wire adjacent to the other. An clevation and the
circuit is shown in FIG. 17. There is thus a dual func-
tion for each, a mutual relation of wire and skin effect
conductor-resistor. The number 31 is used as the com-
bination of 3 for the conductor and 1 for the steel pipe,
since both functions are realized here by a transport
pipe. An electrical insulation means, 4, is a dia-
grammed as a flat ribbon of suitable material tangent to
the two pipes; but such a ribbon may also be applied to
the surface of one or both pipes, or it may be molded to

‘the contour of the space between the two pipes which

are nearly tangent. It serves to insulate from each other

the skin effect conductor-resistor bands in the steel
~ wall of each pipe, one, 31, acting as the * ‘out” leg of the

circuit, and the other, 31, acting as the “return” leg.

Terminals .to the AC source are shown at § con-
nected to the near end of 31, and at 5’ connected to the
near end of 31'. A jumper wire electrically connects
the far ends of the two pipes to each other at junction
6 for. 31, and 6’ for 32’. The circuit thus established
carries AC from the terminal 5 source to the near end,
then through and out the skin band in 31 to the far end,
‘through the jumper wire from 6 to 6’, then back

-'through the skin band in 31’ to its near end, thence to
the terminal 5'.

Both pipes are heated by the heat generated in the
respective bands of skin effect ‘¢onductor-resistors .in
that part of their respective wall sections closest to the
other throughout their co-extensive lengths; and each
of these bands acts as the usual wire conductor in de-
veloping the electromagnetic flux causing the skin ef-
fect and proximity effect phenomena in the other.

Because of the expanse of the two convex walls of the
pipes adjacent to each other, this band in each pipe
may be wider than desired; and the corresponding re-
sistance less than desired. Shielding may be used to
reduce the widths of these skin effect conductor bands
as by two thin ribbons of conductor metal, 8, imbedded
in: the insulation, 4: as shown-in FIGS. SA and 5B.

While 31 and 31’ are indicated as cross sections of
transport pipes, and this may be the most useful appli-
cation of this cmbodiment of the invention, other steel
shapes or elongated strips may-also be used with the
same results and the fluid being heated may be forced

2(

25

3(

14

“on the outside. of the two shapes, rather than being

transported inside the pipes as illustrated in FIG. 7. If

_means is provided for moving the shapes (c.g., pipes or

others) farther apart, the skin effect and - proximity
cffect scrve to increase the cffective resistance of the
circuit, and less heat is generated, as shown with an
ordinary conductor wire in FIG. 4. While in most cases
it may be desirable to use shapes of uniform cross-sec-
tion, there may be others where non-similar, elongated
shapes in substantially parallel refation are more func-
tional. The effective utility pertains only in that part
where they are coextensive.

FIG. 8 is an expansion of the system of FIG. 7 applied
to a supply of 3-phase AC, with three coextensive steel
pipes, each of which has a band of skin cffect conduc-
tor-resistor adjacent each of the other two pipes. Each

band acts as the conductor wire for developing the
corresponding and adjacent band of skin cffect con-
ductor-resistor in the adjacent pipe. Again, therc is
provided insulation, 4, here shown as a single molded
shape, between cach line of contact of the respective
pairs of pipes; and again shielding may be provided in

“the insulators or otherwise although not shown in FIG.

8.

The AC circuit for FIG. 8 is shown in FIG. 18; and it
is analogous to that of FIG. 17, expanded to include
3-phase AC, cach phase 120° out of phase with the
other two. The three terminals respectively 5, §' and
5’ of the AC source are indicated as small circles at the
ends of the three wires, 13, 13’, and 13"/, connected at

.the near ends of pipes, 31, 31’, and 31", respectively.

The far ends of each of the three pipe-wire combina-

" tions are connected by jumper wires between 6 and 6’,
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6’ and 6'’, also 6’’ and 6, although only any two of
these three jumper wires would suffice. Thus, the famil-
iar “Y” connection is established at the far ends of 31/,
31", and 31’'"' with balanced loading of each of three
uniform plpes

Here again, the three elongated shapes of FIG. 8, like
those of FIG. 7, may be other than tubular. They may
be the same in cross-section or of different cross-sec-
tion and the fluid being heated may be forced against
any part or all of their external surfaces, and they may
be adjustable as to distance apart by pairs, so as to
increase the resistance to AC flow through the circuit
of a pair and thus the heat gencrated in the adjacent
skin effect conductor-resistors.

HEATING OF STEEL SHAPES OTHER THAN
PIPES

FIGS. 9A and 9B diagram a steel sheet, here assumed
flat, although any other surface: cylindrical, conical,
cven spherical, or other warped surface, may be used.
The surface may be a part of a heater; and means then
may be provided to pass a fluid to be heated against its
surface. The sheet steel, 1, corresponding to the trans-
port pipe wall of the other figures, has attached thereto
an insulated wire. 3. The wire also may have a plastic
cover, as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, again with narrow
cracks between the cover and the steel substantially
parallel to the wire and on its either side. The surface of
the steel plate may be: covered uniformly or otherwise
with straight runs, return bends, or other patterns of the
wire. However, no section of the wire is closer to an-
other than about 50-100 times the value of the pene-
tration depth. The one end of the wire is connected to
the steel plate at the point, 9; dnd at a far corner, it
lcaves its. attachment to the plate to be connected to
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one terminal (—) of the AC source. The other terminal
(+) of the AC is connected to the steel plate at a point,
10, very near the point where the insulated wire leaves
contact therewith.

All of the other embodiments of this invention, as
those illustrated in all of the other Figures, may also be
applied to one or more steel shapes other than pipe
walls in conjunction with that diagrammed in FIGS. 9A
and 9B and utilitarian fluid may be flowed against some
surface of such stecl shape or shapes as diagrammed by

arrows in FIGS. 9A and 9B.
ATTACHMENT OF WIRES AND COVERS

Numerous means arc available for holding to the pipe
wall or plate the insulated conductor wires shown in the
several Figures, also the covers of FIGS. 1 and 2. All
have been used in the prior art in some similar services;
and none are a part of this invention. These methods of
attachment may depend on wiring, bolting, taping,
clamping, cecmenting, ctc. None should interfere more
than a minimal amount with the thermal insulation
which is invariably applied to a transport pipe, cither in
a pre-fabrication or in a field operation. In the prefabri-

cation of thermally insulated and coated lengths of

pipe, stub wires are left for clectrical connection in the
field following welding of the pipe joints.

ELECTRICAL INSULATION

The materials for electrical insulation of the conduc-
tor wire are discussed in U.S. Pat. No. 3,617,699, and
in the copending application 107,351 now U.S. Pat.
No. 3,777,117, of Dec. 4, 1973. Insulation of the con-
ductor wires of this invention does not present nearly
the problems mentioned in the copending application,
because of relative lower temperature, and freedom
from contact with the fluids being transported in the
present installations where the wire is located outside
the transport pipe. Similarly, the temperatures which
the clectrical insulation of the conductor wires must
resist are very much less than those encountered in the
insulation of conventional electric tracing wires used
for heating. These are outside the pipe, and all of the
heat generation must pass through the insulation at a
temperature sufficiently high so as to transfer the heat
into the pipe wall. In the present mventlon much or
substantially all of the heat produced is generated
within the pipe wall itself; and thus only the heat from
the relatively small line loss of the copper, aluminum,
or steel conductor wire must be transferred through its
insulation to the pipe wall. Correspondingly, there is a
much lower temperature in the insulation and less diffi-
culty in its design and operation.

In some cases, where particularly hlgh temperdturcs
are involved, and especially if the pipe is pre-insulated
and pre-coated in a factory operataion, a special elec-
trical insulation system may be used. This may be ap-
plied directly to the pipe wall as a mineral insulation of
the types specified in the copending application, or as
glass fibers specially impregnated with a high tempera-
ture-resistant, insulating resin, or others. The wire,
preferably in ribbon form, may then be attached to the
pipe on the outside of this clectrical insulation and then
covered with further electrical and thermal insulation,
as specified.

THERMAL INSULATION

The type and spccification of the thermal insulation
used on a transport pipe heated by this system is, in
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general, outside of this invention. However, it has been
found that pipclines already thermally insulated by
many of the standard materials, when they are not an
cffective shield for an clectromagnetic flux, may be
heated by the mecthod of this invention, in effect:
through the insulation.

Thus, if an clectrical conductor is laid on the outside
of the existing insulation, and the circuit is wired as
ordinarily, a band of skin cffect conductor-resistor
cffectively heats the subtended part of the steel pipe
wall, thus the entire wall and then the contents of the
pipe. This is not ncarly as efficient as when the wire is
next to the pipe wall, since practically all of the line loss
of the conductor wire is lost to the surroundings rather
than being kept inside to heat the pipe itself.

However, this system may be applied in. an existing,
insulated pipeline in some cases of emergency, or when
only a small amount of heating time is necessary per
year. In these cases, any incfficiency in the use of
power may be relatively unimportant. The wire may be
applied cither parallel to the axis or in a helical wind-
ing. The insulating covers of FIGS. 1 and 2 might be
used; but the flat wires of FIGS. 4 and 5 do not show up
so rclatively advantageous at this distance from the
pipe wall. The simple insulated wire of FIG. 3 would
almost always be used, although FIG. 5B shows the
application with a flat conductor wire.

In this particular usage, particularly if the pipe is
above, but close to the ground, a somcwhat greater
cfficiency may be gained if the wire is laid on the top of
the insulation. Thus, the entire pipe circumference acts
as a shield against the magnetic field from the conduc-
tor wire penetrating the earth to cause any possible
current losses thefeto. The same is true, but to a much
lesser degree, with other wires laid directly on the pipe
wall.

VARIABLE fiESlSTANCE AND HEAT INPUT

As above mentioned, the position of the conductor
wire relative to the pipe changes the proximity effect
and resistafice of the skin effect conductor-resistor
band. Moving the wire or the pipc relative to the other,
or of another pipe which is part of the AC circuit,
controls the resistance, the heat generated; and the
temperature. In some cases this movement of pipe or
wire may be done during operation by supplying suit-
able means to provide this relative movement of the
parts.

FIG. 4 diagrams such a means and FIG. 14 lndlcdtes
its circuit. A lever arm, 14, is attached rigidly to the
insulation, 4. The other end of the lever arm is pivoted
in a bearing block, 16, firmly attached by welding or
otherwise to the pipe wall, 1. The lever arm moves on
a pin, 15, in the bearing block to allow a rotary move-
ment. A number of such arms spaced along the insu-
lated wire, 4, moves it away from the pipe through an
arc as shown. The electromagnetic field changes with
increased distance as well as changing angle with the
pipe wall of the rectangular wire, 4; and the skin cffect
conductor-resistor may have its resistance increased
many times by swinging the lever arm and thus the
wire, 3, away from the pipe wall to reduce, accordingly,
the heat genecrated in the pipe. If the wire is of steel,
with a skin effect conductor-resistor band therein car-
rying the current, the variance and hence control range
may be cxpanded cven more. If the transport pipe is
moved relative to the wire, or relative to another trans-
port pipe wherein the skin effect conductor-resistor
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band if formed along the adjacent surface of the coex-
tensive lengths, the ‘effect is the same; and the impor-
tant point is in securing such increase of resistance and
hence control of heat input by the separation of the two
co-extensive legs of the AC circuit.

I claim:

1. A heat generating system comprising:

a. an clongated shape made of metal having magnetic
properties and clectrical conductivity and having a
first, near, end and a second, remote, end;

b. means whereby a utilitarian fluid is caused to flow
in direct contact with a surface of said clongated
shape;

¢. an clongated eclectrical conductor means, posi-
tioned in closely adjacent but clectrically insulated
relationship with respect to an exterior surface of
said shape throughout their respective lengths, said
conductor means having a first, ncar, end adjacent
said first end of said clongated shape and a second,
remote, end adjacent said remote end of said elon-

" gated shape; said insulated conductor means being
uncovered throughout those portions of its outer
surface not directly confronting said shape by any
clectrically conductive material which would shield
the clectromagnetic field gencrated around said
conductor means in a direction away from said
shape;

d. a source of AC having a first supply terminal and
a second supply terminal;

e. an electrical connection directly between said first
AC terminal and said first, near, end of said clon-
gated shape;

f. an electrical connection between said second AC
terminal and said first, near, end of said electrical

" conductor means;

g. an electrical connection between said second,
remote, end of said elongated shape and said sec-
ond remote, end of said eclectrical conductor
means;

h. an AC circuit established:

i. from said second terminal of said AC source
through the substantial length of said electrical
conductor means,

. then back through said substantial part of the
length of said elongated Shape adjacent to said
clectrical condudtor means so as to produce a

* skin effect current concentrated in a longitudinal
" band of that part of the skin of said clongated
shape which is adjdcent to said electrical conduc-
tor means, said elongated shape having at least
twice the thickness of said skin, said skin effect
current thus producing heat in said elongated

“shape; and

iii. finally back to said first AC terminal, to com-
plete said AC circuit, whereby

i. at least some part of said heat produced in said
elongated shape is transferred directly to saidutili-
tarian fluid without passing through any other. ma-
terial.

2. In the system of claim 1, wherein said clongated
shape wherein there is skin effect conduction of*AC is
a pipe through which said utilitarian fluid is caused to
flow in contact with its inner surface.

3. In the system of claim 2, wherein said clongated
electrical conductor means comprises a metal strip
electrically insulated throughout its length and having a
width greater than its thickness.
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4., In the system of claim 3, whercin said cleetrical
conductor means follows a helical pattern along the
wall of said pipe. ‘

" 5. In the system of claim 2, whercin said clongated

conductor means has a l.lycr of thcrmal insulating ma-

terial between it and said pipe.

6. In the system of claim 2, wherein said clongated
clectrical conductor means follows a three-dimensional
curved path in being formed along the wall of said pipe.

7. In the system of claim 1, wherein an elongatcd
shape made of an electrical insulating material is
placed to cover said clectrical conductor means and
said band of said clongated shape acting as a skin effcct
conductor-resistor, thereby clectrically insulating said
skin effect conductor-resistor.

8. In the system of claim 1, wherein said elongated
shape has a planar surface in that part of its cxterior
surface which is most closely adjacent to said clongated
insulated clectrical conductor means throughout their
respective lengths.

9. In the system of claim 8, wherein said clongated
conductor means has a layer of thermal insulating ma-
terial between it and said clongated shape.

10. In the system of claim 1, wherein said elongated
electrical conductor means comprises a metal strip
clectrically insulated throughout its length and having a
width greater than its thickness.

11. In the system of claim 1, wherein said elongated
conductor means has a layer of thermal insulating ma-
terial between its and said elongated shape.

12. In the system of claim 1, wherein said elongated
electrical conductor means comprises:

a. two clectrically conductive wires, a first and a
second, adjacent to each other and-substantially
parallel;

b. means for clectrically connecting said first wire to
said second wire uniformly throughout their re-
spective lengths, said means being made of a mate-
rial with a positive temperature coefficient of resis-
tance and having a relatively high electrical spe-
cific resistivity compared to that of the wires, and a
higher electrical resistance at a higher tempera-

ture; V

c. an electrical connection between said second AC
terminal and the end of said first wire which is near
the electrical connection ‘at said first end of said
elongated shape and said first AC terminal;

d. an clectrical connection between said second end
of said elongated shape and said second wire re-
mote from the electrical connection of said first
wire with said second AC terminal;

e. an AC circuit established through said conductor
means; '

i. from sdid second terminal of said AC source
through the substantial length of said first wire;

ii. through said means for electrically connecting
said first wire to said second wire uniformly
throughout their respective lengths;

. to and through the substantlal length of said
second wire; and i

iv. to an electrical connection with said second end
of said elongated shape; whereby

f. said positive temperature coefficient of resistance
and high specific resistivity of said means for elec-
trically connecting said first wire to said second
wire reduces the flow of AC as the temperature
increases in said electrically connecting means of
said first wire to said second wire and thus reduces
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the heat produced in. and the resulting tempera-
ture of, said elongated shape.

13. In the system of claim 12, wherein said clongated
shape for skin cffect conduction of AC is a pipe
through which said utilitarian fluid is caused to flow in
contact with its inner surface.

14. In the system of claim 12, wherein said elongated
shape has a planar surface in that part of its exterior
surface which is most closely adjacent to said clongated
insulated clectrical conductor means throughout their
respective lengths.

15. In the system of claim I, wherein said clongated
clectrical conductor means is made of a metal having
magnetic properties and clectrical conductivity.

16. In the system of claim 15, wherein both said
clongated shape and said conductor means are the
same in cross-section.

17. In the system of claim 1, wherein means is pro-
vided for adjustably spacing said clectrical conductor
means away from said elongated shape along at least
some part of their coextensive lengths, so as to increase
the resistance in said skin effect conductor-resistor
band and thus lower the amount of AC current flow
and heat generation therein.

18. In the system of claim 1, wherein an clongated
band of a skin cffect conductor-resistor is formed as a
part of the skin of said elongated shape which is adja-
cent to said clectrical conductor means; and said elon-
gated band of a skin effect conductor-resistor is re-
duced in width by an elongated ribbon of an electrical
conducting material running parallel to and on at least
one side of said clectrical conducting means, said rib-
bon being between said elongated shape and said elec-
trical conductor means, and being electrically insulated
from both said elongated shape and said electrical con-
ductor means, whereby said ribbon shields sdid elon-
gated shape from the electromagnetic field engendered
by said AC current flow; and thus narrows said band of
skin effect conductor-resistor whereby the electrical
resistance of said band is increased.

19. A heat generating system comprising:

a. three elongated shapes, a first, a second, and a
third, each of which is a pipe made of a metal hav-
ing magnetic properties and electrical conductivity
and having a first, near, end and a second, remote,
end; said three pipes being positioned in closely
adjacent but electrically insulated relationship with
respect to the respective exterior surfaces of the
other two; and with the respective near ends of said
three pipes adjacent to each other, and with the
respective far ends of said three pipes adjacent to
each other; -

b. means by which a utilitarian fluid is caused to flow
through each of said pipes;

c. a source of three phase AC provided with a first
supply terminal, a second supply terminal, and a
third supply terminal;

d. means provided for an electrical connection di-
rectly between said near end of said first pipe with
said first terminal, said near end of said second pipe
with said second terminal, and said near end of said
third pipe, with said third terminal,
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¢. means provided for clectrically connecting to-
gether the remote ends of all three of said pipes in

a 'Y’ connection; whereby

f. a three phase AC circuit is established, of which:

i. a first single phase AC flows from said first termi-
nal through the substantial length of the wall of
said first pipe which is in a longitudinal band
which 1s adjacent to the wall of said second pipe.
and also in that part of th wall of said first pipe
which is in an longitudinal band which is adjacent
to the wall of said third pipc;

ii. a second single phase AC flows from said second
terminal through the substantial length of the
wall of said second pipc which is in a longitudinal
band which is adjacent to the wall of said first
pipe, and also in that part of the wall of said
second pipe which is in a longitudinal band which
is adjacent to the wall of said third pipe;

iii. a third single phase AC flows from said third
terminal through the substantial length of the
wall of said third pipe which is in a longitudinal
band which is adjacent to the wall of said first
pipe, and also in that part of the wall of said third
pipe which is in a longitudinal band which is
adjacent to the wall of said second pipe;

iv. and then cach of these three circuits for the
respective single phases passes through said “Y”
connection at the far ends of all three of the
respective pipes;

v. finally each of these respective three flows of
single phase AC returns back to the other two of
said three terminals through the substantial
lengths of the walls of the other two respective

pipes which are in longitudinal bands adjacent to .,
the respective pipe carrying said AC single phase

out from its respective terminals;

g. each particular one of said three phases of AC
produces by its flow out from its respective termi-
nal a skin effect current concentrated in the re-
spective longitudinal bands of those parts of the
skin of the walls of the particular pipe which are
adjacent to the walls of the other two pipes; and the
same particular one of the three phases produces
by its flow from the “Y" connection back to the
other two terminals a skin effect current concen-
trated in the longitudinal bands of those parts of
the wall of each of the other two pipes which are
adjacent to the walls of the particular pipe;

h. each of said three pipes has a wall at least twice the
thickness of said skin through which said AC flows
to produce heat in each of said pipes; whereby

i. at least some part of said heat produced in each of
said pipes is transferred directly to said utilitarian
fluid without passing through any other material.

20. In the system of claim 19 wherein the cross-sec-

tion of each of said three clongated steel pipes are
substantially identical; the same utilitarian liquid flows
in each of said pipes; and, at any cross section of said
three pipes, their centers are approximately equidis-

tant.
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