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DENTAL MATERIAL CONTAINER WITH
POROUS FLOW THROUGH APPLICATOR

RELATED APPLICATION

This application is a continuation of patent application
Ser. No. 09/906,369 filed Jul. 16, 2001 now U.S. Pat. No.
6,585,511, which is herein incorporated by reference in its
entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates generally to a dental container,
capsule or nozzle used for applying relatively low viscosity
or fluent dental materials onto a tooth, and more particularly
to a capsule, nozzle or container for dispensing low viscosity
dental material through a porous flow through applicator
connected to the discharge orifice for evenly distributing and
applying the low viscosity or fluent dental material directly
onto a tooth as the material is being dispensed.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Heretofore, high viscosity dental materials have been
applied with the use of a dental capsule utilizing a displace-
able piston or plug to force or express a high viscosity
material out from the capsule through a discharge orifice. A
syringe having a plunger is often used in combination with
such capsule to displace the piston. In many dental
applications, when a relatively low viscosity or very fluent
material is to be applied, brushes have been used to apply the
same. However, using a brush type applicator requires
constant reapplication of the dental material to the brush.
This is inconvenient and time consuming, and at times
results in dripping or the placement of such low viscosity or
fluent dental material in an inappropriate or even dangerous
locations within the mouth. For example, various low vis-
cosity dental materials, such as acid etch materials, are
intended to be applied only to the tooth and may cause injury
to the gum or other soft tissues if applied thereto.

Efforts have been made to overcome the problems
encountered in the placement of low viscosity or fluent
materials. One example of a dental dispenser or syringe for
use in applying dental materials is disclosed in U.S. Pat. No.
5,816,804 entitled “Fiber Ended Open Orifice Delivery Tip”
issuing to Fischer on Oct. 6, 1998. Therein disclosed is a
delivery syringe having a plurality of small fibrous bristles
disposed around an outer periphery of the nozzle adjacent
the discharge orifice.

U.S. Pat. No. 6,059,570 entitled “Dental Container Type
Applicator” granted to Dragan et al on May 9, 2000, which
is herein incorporated by reference, discloses a dental
container, capsule or nozzle that has minute fibers or flock-
ing adhered about the external surface of a discharge nozzle
in the vicinity of the discharge orifice, which permits the
user to spread, burnish, or distribute dental material on a
tooth as the material is being expressed from the capsule,
nozzle or container.

While these prior applicator devices are suitable for
applying certain dental materials, some difficulty has been
encountered in achieving the desired control or consistent
flow requirements often required in effecting proper tooth
restoration and/or in performing other dental procedures
requiring the use of low viscosity materials. Additionally,
the difficulty in the placement of the minute or small fibers
or bristles onto a nozzle has often resulted in irregular
covering of such fibers onto the nozzle or discharge end of
a cartridge to result in the possibility of scratching or
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damaging the surface on which the material is to be applied.
Therefore, there is a need for an improved, more easily
manufactured and more reliable dental applicator for use in
applying materials of relatively low viscosity by which such
materials can be spread, burnished or distributed directly
onto a tooth or other surface as the material is being
dispensed from a capsule or syringe.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention is directed to a dental container, nozzle, or
capsule for containing or dispensing a low viscosity dental
material which includes a discharge end or orifice having a
foam or porous flow through applicator or covering. In one
embodiment the dental container includes a needle-like
cannula through which the material is dispensed. The foam
or porous flow through covering or applicator attached to the
discharge end or orifice may take a variety of different
shapes suitable for performing a prescribed procedure. The
foam or porous covering is uniformly formed or connected
to the discharge end for permitting an even, uniform flow of
the dental material therethrough, as the material is being
dispensed. The foam or porous flow through covering may
be applied to the container or capsule during the molding
process thereof and can be molded to any desired shape. In
another embodiment, the foam or porous covering may be
mechanically retained or adhered by suitable adhesive onto
the discharge end of a capsule or cartridge.

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to
provide an improved applicator for the application of low
viscosity dental materials directly onto a tooth.

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a
dental applicator having improved material flow character-
istics.

It is an advantage of the present invention that the porous
applicator end may be made in a variety of different shapes
depending upon the dental procedure to be performed.

It is a further advantage of the present invention that the
dental container or cartridge with flow through applicator
can be produced with consistency and uniformity.

A feature of the present invention is that a foam or porous
flow through cover is connected to the discharge end of the
dental container or capsule to control the dispensing and
application of a fluent or low viscosity dental material.

It is a further feature of the present invention that the
discharge end of a dental capsule or cartridge may be of
various shapes suitable for a particular procedure.

These and other objects, advantages, and features will
become readily apparent in view of the following more
detailed description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 2 is a partial view of the applicator or discharge end
of the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view in cross section of an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of another embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 5 is a partial view of the applicator or discharge end
of the present invention illustrated in FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 is a side elevational view in cross section of
another embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of another embodiment of the
present invention.
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FIG. 8 is a partial view of the discharge or applicator end
of another embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a cross sectional view of the applicator end or
discharge end of the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 8.

FIG. 9Ais a cross sectional view of a discharge portion of
another embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 10 is a perspective view of yet another embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 11 is a perspective view in partial section of yet
another embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 12 is a perspective view with a partial section of yet
another embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 13 is a perspective view of yet another embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 14 is a partially sectioned view of another embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 15 is a perspective view of a syringe assembly
illustrating an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

FIGS. 1-3 illustrate one embodiment of the present inven-
tion. FIGS. 1 to 3 illustrate a dental capsule 30 which is
formed from any suitable plastic material having a generally
cylindrical body portion 30A. The cylindrical body portion
30A defines a reservoir for containing a predetermined
amount of relatively non-viscous, a low viscosity, or fluid
dental material M. The dental material may comprise a
sealant, cement, bonding agent, flowable composite or other
dental material having a generally low viscosity or fluent
consistency. The dental capsule or cartridge 30 has a rear
open end 32 and an opposite discharge end 31. A flange 30C
is placed adjacent the rear open end 32. A piston 33 is freely
displaceable within the body portion 30A and seals opening
32. The tapering discharge nozzle end 30B provides a
relatively smooth transition zone from the larger diameter
body portion 30A to the smaller diameter discharge orifice
31. Attached to the discharge nozzle 30B and surrounding
the orifice 31 is a covering 34 of a porous material such as
a sponge, open cellular foam, or the like, by which the
material being dispensed can flow therethrough and by
which the material may be spread, burnished or brushed
directly onto a tooth as it is being dispensed. The open
cellular covering 34 may be formed by molding the same
during the molding of the capsule or cartridge 30, or may be
attached thereto by a suitable adhesive or by mechanical
means. When molded, the open cellular covering 34 bonds
to the discharge nozzle without the need for glue or adhe-
sive. The covering 34 may be made of any cellular or
foam-like material that is porous, e.g. a natural or synthetic
sponge, plastic foam or other open cellular or porous mate-
rial. The porosity of the covering 34 may be matched to the
viscosity of the material M. That is, if the material M being
dispensed is somewhat less fluent, the foam or covering 34
may be provided with larger pores or openings so as to
permit such less fluent material to flow therethrough in a
controlled manner. If the material M being dispensed is less
viscous, the covering 34 may be formed with smaller
openings or pores to control the flow therethrough.
Therefore, the flow characteristics of the material M may be
controlled accurately and in a consistent manner depending
upon the viscosity of the material being dispensed there-
through.

FIGS. 4-6 illustrate another embodiment of the present
invention. In this embodiment, a cartridge or capsule 40
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comprises an elongated cylinder body portion 40A defining
a reservoir for containing a supply of low viscosity dental
material M. An end wall 40B is formed at one end, which is
illustrated as being hemispherical. However, it will be
understood that the end wall 40B may take other shapes well
known and/or as disclosed in a number of prior capsule
patents. Adjacent the end wall 40B and extending at an angle
relative to the central axis of the body portion 40A is a
discharge nozzle 40C. The discharge nozzle or cannula 40C
communicates with the body portion 40A. The nozzle 40C
terminates in a ball tip or sphere 44 which includes a
discharge orifice 41. A displaceable piston 43 is placed at the
open end 42 for sealing the open end 42 and for extruding
the dental material when displaced. A flange 40D generally
circumscribes the open end 42. A porous cover or applicator
45 is secured about the small sphere 44 at the end of the
discharge nozzle 40C. The small sphere 44 provides support
for the porous cover 45 and facilitates the spreading or
brushing of the dental material onto a tooth surface.

FIG. 7 illustrates another embodiment of the present
invention. In this embodiment, the dental tip, cartridge or
capsule 50 is utilized as a delivery nozzle which may be
directly attached to the end of a syringe (not shown) con-
taining a quantity of low viscosity material to be dispensed
through the dental tip 50. The dental tip 50 comprises a body
portion 51 and a connected needle-like cannula 52 having a
bore 56. The cannula 52 is connected to one end of the body
51 through which the dental material is discharged. A Luhr
locking flange 53 is formed on the other end of the body 51.
The Luhr locking flange 53 is constructed to releaseably
mate and lock the tip 50 onto the end of a syringe, not
shown, or other container defining a reservoir for the dental
material. The needle cannula 52 is generally formed of
metal, but can also be made of any suitable material, such as
plastic. The cannula 52, when formed of metal, is preferably
formed of a ductile metal which can be bent so that the
discharge end or orifice may be disposed at any desired
angle relative to the longitudinal axis of the body 51. A foam
or porous flow through cover 54 is attached to the cannula
52. The flow through cover or applicator may be made of
any type of porous material that has the desired porosity as
hereinbefore described. In the illustrated embodiment, the
porous covering 54 is illustrated as being spherical in shape.

FIG. 8 illustrates another embodiment of the present
invention similar to that illustrated in FIG. 7. However, FIG.
8 illustrates only the applicator or discharge end of the
embodiment. Attached to cannula 52 is a porous cover in the
shape of a cylindrical shaped applicator circumscribing the
discharge orifice 52A. The cylindrical applicator of foam or
flow through cellular material 54A is provided with a
recessed portion 58 by which it is fitted to the orifice end
52A of the cannula 52. The foam cylindrical applicator S4A
may have a curved surface 54B formed at distal end.

FIG. 9 illustrates the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 8 in
cross section. The foam cylindrical applicator 54A is
attached to the cannula 52 as hereinbefore described. The
recessed end portion 58 may be coated with a suitable
adhesive so that the cylindrical applicator 54A is securely
attached thereto. The foam cylindrical applicator 54A is
snugly fitted to the end of the bore 56 of the cannula 52.
Accordingly, dental material may freely flow from the
orifice 52A and through the porous or foam cylindrical
applicator 54A.

FIG. 9A illustrates an embodiment of the present inven-
tion having a mechanical holding feature for attaching the
foam or porous covering or applicator 154 to the cannula
152.
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A cannula 152, which may be made of plastic or metal, is
attached to a body portion of the capsule or cartridge as
hereinbefore described. In the illustrated embodiment, the
cannula 152 has an outwardly flare or mechanical retainer
152A formed at the discharge end. The foam applicator or
cover 154 has a complementary shaped internal cavity
152B. The internal cavity 152B need only have a comple-
mentary shape to that of the flared retainer 152A so as to
mechanically retain the foam applicator 154 onto the flare or
mechanical retainer 152A of the cannula 152. For additional
securement, a glue or suitable adhesive may also be used.
The resiliency of the foam applicator 154 helps to hold the
foam cover 154 on the cannula 152 which, in FIG. 9A, the
cover 154 is illustrated as having a spherical shape.
However, it will be understood that the shape may vary
depending upon the use thereof. Additionally, the mechani-
cal retainer 152A may have other desired shapes as long as
the shape functions to mechanically hold the foam or porous
flow through applicator 154 onto the cannula 152. The
embodiment of FIG. 9A has the further advantage that
different shaped foam applicators 154 may be selected for
placement onto the discharge end of cannula 152, depending
upon the application or preference of the user.

FIG. 10 illustrates another embodiment of the present
invention. In FIG. 10, a dental cartridge, capsule or tip 60
includes a body portion 61 provided with a rear opening 62
at one end and a needle-like cannula 63 connected to the
other end thereof. At the end of the needle like cannula 63
is a foam or porous flow through cover in the form of a cone
defining an apex 65. The conically shaped cover 65 may be
adhered to the cannula 63 by any of the means hereinbefore
described. The tip 60 has a flange 66 and a nipple portion 67
adjacent thereto. The dental tip 60 is formed so as to be
detachably connected to a syringe or container containing
the dental material. It will be understood that the foam end
65 may assume other desired shapes. The conical shape
terminating in a pointed apex provides for precise placing of
the dental material flowing through the applicator end 65.

FIG. 11 illustrates yet another embodiment of the present
invention. The dental capsule 70 is illustrated as having an
elongated cylindrical body portion 71 which has an open end
72 and an elongated needle like cannula 73 at the other end.
An outwardly extending flange 72A circumscribes the open
end 72. A displaceable piston 74 seals the open end 72. A
reservoir 71A contains low viscosity dental material.
Attached to the discharge end of cannula 73 is a foam or
porous flow through applicator 75. The foam or flow through
applicator 75 is formed with a plurality of fingers or points
76.

FIG. 12 illustrates yet another embodiment of the present
invention. The dental capsule, cartridge or tip 80 comprises
an elongated, cylindrical or tubular body 80A defining a
reservoir 81 for containing a predetermined amount of low
viscosity dental material. One end of the body 80A has an
opening 82. A radially extending flange 83 circumscribes
opening 82. The other end of the body 80A is provided with
a conical end wall 84. Extending at an angle relative to the
end wall 84 is a discharge nozzle 85 having a discharge
orifice. The displaceable piston 86 is provided with a conical
shape end which complements the interior configuration of
the end wall 84 and seals opening 82. A shaped foam or
porous flow through applicator 87 is attached to the orifice
end of the discharge nozzle 85. The shaped foam applicator
87 has a plurality of appendages 89 formed thereon. These
appendages 89 assist in spreading or coating the dental
material onto a tooth or other dental surface as the dental
material is dispensed therethrough.
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FIG. 13 illustrates yet another embodiment of the present
invention. In this embodiment, tip, cartridge or capsule 90
has a Luhr type locking flange 91 on one end and a discharge
nozzle 93 connected to the other end. Attached to the
discharge nozzle 93 is a foam or porous flow through
applicator 94 having a concave portion 95 to conform to the
shape of a tooth whereby the dental material dispensed
therethrough may be spread or brushed onto a tooth in broad
strokes.

FIG. 14 illustrates yet another embodiment of the present
invention directed to a sealed dental container or ampule that
is squeezable. The dental container or ampule 100 has a
body portion 10A, which is closed at one end. 100B. The
other end terminates in an elongated discharge nozzle 100C
having a distal end which is also initially sealed. The body
100A of the ampule 100 is preferably formed of a flexible
plastic material whereby the body portion 100A functions in
the nature of a squeeze bottle. Disposed within the body
portion 100A is a predetermined amount of low viscosity
dental material. The dental material may be a fluent gel or
liquid. The discharge nozzle 100C is flexible and may be
bent into a desired position as illustrated in phantom in FIG.
14. Covering the discharge end of the discharge nozzle 100C
is a foam or porous flow through cover or applicator 101 in
the form of a ball. The closed or sealed end 100D of the
discharge nozzle 100C may be pieced by a suitable piecing
tool to form a discharge orifice through which the dental
material may be dispensed as it flows through the porous
cover 101.

FIG. 15 illustrates another embodiment of the present
invention. In this embodiment a syringe assembly 200
comprises a syringe body 210 with an attached replaceable
cartridge or tip 212. The tip 212 comprises a locking flange
214, a body portion 216, a small discharging tube or cannula
218 provided with a discharge orifice. Surrounding the
discharge orifice is a foam or porous flow through applicator
220. The locking flange 214 is adapted to attach the tip 212
to the open or discharge end of the syringe 210. This permits
the dispensing of bulk low viscosity material placed within
the syringe 210 with the use of multiple individual tips 212.
Therefore, the bulk material may be dispensed in small
quantities at different times through the replaceable tips 212.
At each different time or use of the syringe 210, a new
applicator tip 212 may be used. It will be understood that the
tip 212 may be secured to the syringe by various means, such
as press fit, screw threads, bayonet fittings, Luhr locking
flange, and/or other equivalent attaching systems.

It should be appreciated that the present invention pro-
vides a dental material container, capsule, nozzle or ampule
with a flow through applicator having improved flow control
characteristics enabling low viscosity material to be dis-
pensed. Additionally, the foam or porous flow through
applicator of the different embodiments takes a variety of
shapes. Each of the shapes may be molded as desired during
the manufacturing process of the tip, cartridge, capsule or
container. Alternatively, the foam or porous flow through
cover or applicator may be adhered to the tip, cartridge,
capsule or container by suitable adhesives and/or mechani-
cally attached. The present invention having a foam appli-
cator end can be easily manufactured and provides for a
more consistent and controllable flow characteristic than
prior known brush or flock type applicators. Additionally,
the foam or porous flow through applicator ends of the
various embodiments of the present invention provides for a
more consistent applicating surface and which imparts a
cushioning effect to prevent scratching or damaging the
surface on which the material is being applied. Therefore,
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the present invention in its various embodiments provides a
considerable improvement over applicators previously
known and used.

While the present invention has been described with
respect to various dental type embodiments, other
modifications, variations and uses thereof may be made
without departing from the spirit and scope of this invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A bulk syringe for dispensing a low viscosity dental
material comprising:

a syringe body containing a bulk supply of a predeter-

mined amount of low viscosity dental material and
having a discharge end;

anozzle having a cannula with a discharge orifice detach-
ably attached to the discharge end of said syringe body;
and

a foam flow through material attached to the discharge
orifice and only a portion of the cannula and completely
covering said discharge orifice, whereby the low vis-
cosity dental material in said syringe is capable of
being dispensed through said foam flow through mate-
rial to control the flow of said low viscosity dental
material during the dispensing thereof.

2. A bulk syringe as defined in claim 1 wherein:

said foam flow through material is bonded to said nozzle.

3. A bulk syringe as defined in claim 1 wherein:

said nozzle is detachably connected to said syringe body.

4. A bulk syringe for dispensing a low viscosity dental

material comprising:

a syringe body containing a bulk supply of a predeter-
mined amount of low viscosity dental material and
having a discharge end;
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a tip having a body portion and a discharge cannula
having a discharge orifice, said tip detachably attaching
to the discharge end of said syringe body; and

a foam flow through material attached to and externally
surrounding the discharge orifice and an exterior por-
tion of the discharge cannula and completely covering
said discharge orifice, whereby the low viscosity dental
material in said syringe body is capable of being
dispensed through said foam flow through material to
control the flow and application of the low viscosity
dental material during the dispensing thereof.

5. A method of dispensing a low viscosity dental material

with a bulk syringe comprising the steps of:

placing the low viscosity dental material in a syringe body
having a discharge end;

attaching a tip having a body portion and a discharge
cannula with a foam flow through material attached to
and externally surrounding the discharge orifice and an
exterior portion of the discharge cannula and com-
pletely covering said discharge orifice;

forcing the low viscosity dental material in the syringe
body from the discharge end into the tip and through
the foam flow through material;

applying the low viscosity dental material to a dental
surface; and

burnishing the dental surface with the foam flow through
material,

whereby the dental material is controllably applied to the
dental surface.



