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METHOD FOR LIQUEFIED NATURAL GAS
(LNG) STATION MANAGEMENT AND
INTERNET OF THINGS SYSTEM THEREOF

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. application Ser.
No. 18/335,119, filed on Jun. 14, 2023, which claims the
priority of the Chinese application No. 202210669238.8
filed on Jun. 14, 2022, and the priority of the Chinese
application No. 202310461801.7 filed on Apr. 26, 2023, the
entire content of each of which is hereby incorporated by
reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to the technical field of
liquefied natural gas management, and in particular, to a
method for liquefied natural gas (LNG) station management
and an Internet of Things system.

BACKGROUND

In August 2021, the Department of Petroleum and Natural
Gas of the National Energy Administration and other depart-
ments released the “China Natural Gas Development Report
(2021)”. The report shows that China’s diversified supply
system of natural gas continues to improve, and the “one
network across the country” has basically been formed. A
total of 46,000 kilometers of long-distance pipelines have
been built, and the total mileage of natural gas pipelines
across China has reached about 110,000 kilometers. How-
ever, there are still a large number of economically under-
developed areas such as remote suburbs, counties, moun-
tainous areas, rural areas, and areas with insufficient
pipelines, where it is impossible to use safe and clean natural
gas with obvious advantages in life and work. According to
statistics, nearly 600 million people in China still cannot use
natural gas.

However, gas markets in outer suburbs, counties, moun-
tainous areas, and rural areas are potential markets for urban
gas. The energy supply in these areas is an integral part of
a country’s entire energy system, and its supply and con-
sumption will inevitably affect China’s energy supply and
demand. At present, the focus of urban construction is
gradually shifting from the urban area to the outer suburbs,
counties, mountainous areas, and rural areas, so it is neces-
sary to establish an efficient, safe, and economical energy
supply system. In January 2021, the Central Document No.
1 officially released the policy document “Gas to the Coun-
tryside”, proposing to “strengthen the construction of public
infrastructure in rural areas, promoting the use of gas in the
countryside, and supporting the construction of safe and
reliable gas storage tank stations and micro-pipe networks of
gas in rural areas.

Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) is now attracting attention
as a clean energy source. The combustion of natural gas
produces only 50% and 20% of the carbon dioxide and
nitrogen oxides produced by combustion of coal, which is 4
of'the pollution of LPG and %00 of the pollution of coal. Due
to the high investment cost of pipeline laying, LNG gasifi-
cation station has better economic efficiency than pipeline
gas. In small and medium-sized towns, LNG gasification
stations can be used as a gas source for residents. In addition,
it can also be used for commercial, business, and household
heating, etc. By building a virtual pipeline network system,
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gas can be sent to the countryside to solve the current
situation that nearly 600 million people in China still cannot
use natural gas.

An LNG gasification station is usually replenished by an
LNG tanker. During a process of replenishing, it is required
to match the location of the gasification station with the
location of the LNG tanker, so as to ensure the accuracy of
distribution. However, a traditional address matching man-
ner mainly focuses on a matching relationship between
words in an address text, which cannot accurately identify a
same point relationship of different addresses under different
expressions, and the speed of address matching is relatively
slow. Therefore, the traditional address matching manner is
no longer suitable for matching massive multi-source het-
erogeneous address data.

In addition, during the distribution process of the LNG
tanker, there is a lack of precise positioning of the LNG
tanker and supervision of transportation data, and the safety
of LNG transportation needs to be improved.

SUMMARY

The purpose of the present disclosure is to overcome
deficiencies of the existing technology by providing a
method for liquefied natural gas (LNG) station management
and an Internet of Things system. A semantic feature is
extracted from an address text by using a deep learning
algorithm and deep learning is applied to address matching,
which greatly reduces the impact of expression and structure
of'address on the address matching. At the same time, during
the process of transportation, map information is matched to
predict a driving direction according to a relative location
and moving direction of the LNG tanker, so as to realize
monitoring of LNG transportation during the whole process.

First, one or more embodiments of the present disclosure
provide a method for liquefied natural gas (LNG) station
management, comprising: acquiring historical gas filling
data of a gas station based on a preset acquiring time;
determining LNG demand data at at least one future moment
and a predicted confidence level of the LNG demand data
based on the historical gas filling data through a prediction
model, wherein the prediction model includes a feature
extracting layer, a predicting layer of LNG demand data and
a confidence level determination layer, wherein an input of
the feature extracting layer includes historical gas filling
data acquired at a current moment or historical gas filling
data acquired at at least one historical moment, and an
output includes a feature embedding vector; an input of the
predicting layer of LNG demand data includes the feature
embedding vector, and an output includes the LNG demand
data at the at least one future moment; and an input of the
confidence level determination layer includes the feature
embedding vector, gas station distribution information, envi-
ronmental feature distribution information, the preset
acquiring time, and a count of preset future moments, and an
output includes the predicted confidence level of the LNG
demand data at the at least one future moment; determining
a reliable moment based on the predicted confidence level;
determining at least one set of candidate delivery plans
based on the LNG demand data and LNG storage data; and
determining a target delivery plan based on at least one piece
of gas filling cost data of the at least one set of candidate
delivery plans and the reliable moment.

Second, one or more embodiments of the present disclo-
sure provide an Internet of Things system for liquefied
natural gas (LNG) station management, which is realized by
the method for liquefied natural gas (LNG) station manage-
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ment, wherein the Internet of Things system includes an
energy management platform configured to perform follow-
ing operations including: acquiring historical gas filling data
of a gas station based on a preset acquiring time; determin-
ing LNG demand data at at least one future moment and a
predicted confidence level of the LNG demand data based
on the historical gas filling data through a prediction model,
wherein the prediction model includes a feature extracting
layer, a predicting layer of LNG demand data and a confi-
dence level determination layer, wherein an input of the
feature extracting layer includes historical gas filling data
acquired at a current moment or historical gas filling data
acquired at at least one historical moment, and an output
includes a feature embedding vector; an input of the pre-
dicting layer of LNG demand data includes the feature
embedding vector, and an output includes the LNG demand
data at the at least one future moment; and an input of the
confidence level determination layer includes the feature
embedding vector, gas station distribution information, envi-
ronmental feature distribution information, the preset
acquiring time, and a count of preset future moments, and an
output includes the predicted confidence level of the LNG
demand data at the at least one future moment; determining
a reliable moment based on the predicted confidence level;
determining at least one set of candidate delivery plans
based on the LNG demand data and LNG storage data; and
determining a target delivery plan based on at least one piece
of gas filling cost data of the at least one set of candidate
delivery plans and the reliable moment.

Beneficial effects of the present disclosure include that the
present disclosure uses a deep learning algorithm to extract
a semantic feature from an address text, applies deep learn-
ing to address matching, greatly reducing the impact of
expression and structure of address on the address matching,
and improving the efficiency of LNG tanking by reducing
location matching time in the process of LNG tanking.

The beneficial effects of the present disclosure further
include that the present disclosure perceives and acquires
vehicle-related information in real-time during the transpor-
tation process for monitoring, and matches the map to
predict a driving direction according to a relative location
and moving direction of the LNG tanker, so as to realize
monitoring of LNG transportation during the whole process
and improve the safety of LNG tanking.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present disclosure is further described in terms of
exemplary embodiments. These exemplary embodiments
are described in detail with reference to the drawings. These
embodiments are non-limiting and the same number indi-
cates the same structure in these embodiments, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary process for
managing LNG tanking safety based on location matching
according to some embodiments of the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a process for performing
information matching according to a task plan by an LNG
distributed energy management platform according to some
embodiments of the present disclosure;

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating an exemplary
structure of an Internet of Things system for managing LNG
tanking safety according to some embodiments of the pres-
ent disclosure;

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary process for
managing a gas station according to some embodiments of
the present disclosure;
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FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary process for
determining LNG demand data at a future moment and a
predicted confidence level of the LNG demand data through
a prediction model according to some embodiments of the
present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In order to have a clearer understanding of the technical
features, purpose, and beneficial effects of the present dis-
closure, the following detailed descriptions are selected for
the technical solutions of the present disclosure. Apparently,
the described embodiments are part of the embodiments of
the present disclosure, but not all of them, and should not be
construed as limiting the applicable scope of the present
disclosure. Based on the embodiments of the present dis-
closure, all other embodiments obtained by people of ordi-
nary skill in the art without creative efforts shall fall within
the scope of protection of the present disclosure.

FIG. 1 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary process for
managing LNG tanking safety based on location matching
according to some embodiments of the present disclosure.

In this embodiment, as shown in FIG. 1, a method 100 for
managing LNG tanking safety based on location matching
includes that: step 110: an LNG distributed energy intelli-
gent terminal perceives and acquires terminal operation
information, generates a request for tanking, and sends the
request to an LNG distributed energy management platform;
step 120: the LNG distributed energy management platform
obtains vehicle information of an LNG tanker after receiving
the request, generates a task plan for tanking, and sends the
task plan to the LNG tanker and the LNG distributed energy
intelligent terminal respectively; step 130: the LNG tanker
drives to a location of the LNG distributed energy intelligent
terminal according to the task plan, and the LNG distributed
energy management platform performs real-time tracking
and monitoring on a driving path of the LNG tanker; step
140: the LNG tanker initiates a request for matching location
after arriving at the location of the LNG distributed energy
intelligent terminal, completes a two-way location matching
authentication with the LNG distributed energy intelligent
terminal through the LNG distributed energy management
platform, and performs tanking for the LNG distributed
energy intelligent terminal.

In this embodiment, step 110 specifically includes that:
the LNG distributed energy intelligent terminal perceives
and acquires the location information and LNG storage
information of the LNG distributed energy intelligent ter-
minal with a perceiving and acquiring device, and generates
the request for tanking when LNG storage is lower than a
preset alarm threshold, and sends the request and the loca-
tion information to the LNG distributed energy management
platform.

In this embodiment, step 120 specifically includes that:
the LNG distributed energy management platform obtains
vehicle information of an LNG tanker currently in commu-
nication with the LNG distributed energy management plat-
form after receiving the request and location information of
the LNG distributed energy intelligent terminal, the vehicle
information includes a tank number, vehicle location infor-
mation, and vehicle speed information; calculates and evalu-
ates a time required for each tanker based on location
information and speed information of the each tanker,
obtains a tank number and vehicle location information of an
LNG tanker with a shortest transportation time from the
LNG distributed energy intelligent terminal according to a
shortest time matching principle, generates the task plan for
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tanking, and sends the task plan to the LNG tanker and the
LNG distributed energy intelligent terminal respectively.

In this embodiment, the LNG distributed energy manage-
ment platform performing the real-time tracking and moni-
toring performed on a driving path of the LNG tanker
specifically includes that: the LNG distributed energy man-
agement platform pre-plans a path for tanking for the LNG
tanker according to the vehicle location information of the
LNG tanker and the location of the LNG distributed energy
intelligent terminal; selects an inertial reference system as a
reference, sets a center of coordinates at a center of the LNG
tanker, and constructs driving coordinates of the LNG tanker
according to the vehicle location information and vehicle
speed information of the LNG tanker; determines an attitude
angle and direction information of the LNG tanker based on
the driving coordinates of the LNG tanker, divides a total
gravitational acceleration of the LNG tanker into several
components, and obtains a displacement range of the LNG
tanker by adopting an accumulating linear acceleration
manner, calculates a directional angle value of the LNG
tanker, and introduces measured acceleration components
into the driving coordinates to infer a driving direction of the
LNG tanker; analyzes and obtains a driving path of the LNG
tanker according to the driving direction and the vehicle
location information of the LNG tanker, matches a pre-
planned path for the tanking and the driving path of the LNG
tanker, and issues a path deviation alarm to the LNG tanker
if the two paths do not match.

In this embodiment, the two-way location matching
authentication includes that: for performing the tanking, the
LNG tanker sends request information for tanking and
vehicle location information of the LNG tanker correspond-
ing to the LNG distributed energy intelligent terminal to the
LNG distributed energy management platform; the LNG
distributed energy intelligent terminal sends request infor-
mation for tanking corresponding to the LNG tanker number
and the location information of the LNG distributed energy
intelligent terminal to the LNG distributed energy manage-
ment platform; the LNG distributed energy management
platform performs information matching according to the
task plan and issues an instruction for tanking to the LNG
tanker and the LNG distributed energy intelligent terminal
respectively if the matching succeeds; if the matching fails,
the LNG distributed energy management platform sends an
alarm to a platform manager; after receiving the instruction,
the LNG tanker and the LNG distributed energy intelligent
terminal open valves for the tanking respectively.

In this embodiment, the information matching performed
by the LNG distributed energy management platform
according to the task plan specifically includes that: the
LNG distributed energy management platform constructs an
address matching model and extracts a semantic feature
from the location information of the LNG tanker and the
location information of the LNG distributed energy intelli-
gent terminal respectively; the LNG distributed energy
management platform queries the task plan for tanking
stored in a database according to the request information for
tanking, and obtains the location information of the LNG
distributed energy intelligent terminal and vehicle location
information of the LNG tanker in the task plan for tanking;
and matches the extracted semantic feature with an address
of the task plan for tanking in the database for semantic
matching of address text, and outputs a matching result.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a process for performing
information matching according to a task plan by an LNG
distributed energy management platform according to some
embodiments of the present disclosure.
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In this embodiment, as shown in FIG. 2, a process 200 of
the LNG distributed energy management platform con-
structing an address matching model specifically includes:
address dataset division 210: obtaining address data of
historical tanking task plans of the LNG distributed energy
management platform to form an address database, con-
structing a set of address data with a manual marking, and
dividing the set of address data into a training set, a
verification set, and a testing set. The training set is used to
train parameters of the model, the verification set is used to
adjust and optimize hyperparameters of the model, and the
testing set is used to finally evaluate accuracy of the model.

The process 200 further includes a word vector training
for an address element 220: using a Word2vec model in a
gensim natural language processing library to perform a
word vector training for the training set in the address
database to obtain a vector expression of a glossary in a
current application context and construct an output of the
address matching model. The Word2vec model belongs to an
unsupervised neural network language model (NNLM),
which is essentially a fully connected neural network that
may model with a distribution of a current word and its local
context to obtain a word vector of the current word. A model
used in a training process is a CBOW model, and a training
manner is Negative Sampling. Then a glossary of address
elements of a corpus and a 256-dimensional word vector
corresponding to the corpus are generated.

The process 200 further includes semantic matching of
address text 230: using an ESIM mode as a basic model of
the semantic matching of address text, where the ESIM
model belongs to one of the interaction-based deep text
matching models, which combines some features of convo-
lutional neural networks and recurrent neural networks in
natural language processing in the model construction, and
performs local modeling according to a contextual depen-
dency relation of the address element to complete a task of
address matching.

The process 200 further includes verification and testing
of address matching 240: performing a verification of
address matching on the address matching model according
to the verification set. In order to obtain an ESIM model with
a best performance, the present disclosure adjusts a count of
hidden layer nodes, a learning rate, and a mini-batch size of
the model, and selects a set of better parameters based on a
combination of the best accuracy of the model on the
verification set, the training duration of the model, a con-
vergence speed of a model training loss, and a stability of a
prediction accuracy of the model on the verification set.
Finally, a testing of address matching is performed with the
testing set.

Traditional address matching algorithms mainly focus on
using a literal overlap of matching addresses to directly
perform a similarity calculation and text matching, which is
hardly applicable to a matching task of massive multi-source
heterogeneous address data nowadays. Therefore, the pres-
ent disclosure designs and implements an address matching
algorithm based on deep learning. Different from the tradi-
tional address matching algorithms, the address matching
algorithm based on deep learning focuses on studying a
semantic similarity of address text and completes the match-
ing task based on the semantic similarity.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating an exemplary
structure of an Internet of Things system for managing LNG
tanking safety according to some embodiments of the pres-
ent disclosure.

As shown in FIG. 3, some embodiments of the present
disclosure also provide an Internet of Things system 300 for
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managing NG tanking safety based on location matching,
which is realized by the method 100 for managing LNG
tanking safety based on location matching. The Internet of
Things system includes an LNG distributed energy user
platform 310, an LNG distributed energy service platform
320, an LNG distributed energy management platform 330,
an LNG distributed energy logistics transportation sensor
network platform 340, an LNG distributed energy intelligent
terminal sensor network platform 350, an LNG distributed
energy logistics transportation object platform 360 and an
LNG distributed energy intelligent terminal object platform
370; the LNG distributed energy logistics transportation
object platform 360 and the LNG distributed energy intel-
ligent terminal object platform 370 are configured to per-
ceive and acquire vehicle information of an LNG tanker and
terminal operation information of an LNG distributed
energy intelligent terminal, generate a request for tanking
based on the terminal operation information, and send the
request to the LNG distributed energy management platform
330 through the LNG distributed energy logistics transpor-
tation sensor network platform 340 and the LNG distributed
energy intelligent terminal sensor network platform 350; the
LNG distributed energy logistics transportation object plat-
form 360 and the LNG distributed energy intelligent termi-
nal object platform 370 include the LNG tanker and LNG
distributed energy intelligent terminal respectively; the LNG
distributed energy intelligent terminal perceives and
acquires the location information and LNG storage infor-
mation of the LNG distributed energy intelligent terminal
with a perceiving and acquiring device, generates the request
for tanking when LNG storage is lower than a preset alarm
threshold, and sends the request and the location information
to the LNG distributed energy management platform 330;
the LNG distributed energy logistics transportation sensor
network platform 340 and the LNG distributed energy
intelligent terminal sensor network platform 350 are con-
figured to realize a communication connection for percep-
tion and control between the LNG distributed energy man-
agement platform 330 and the LNG distributed energy
logistics object platform 360, and between the LNG distrib-
uted energy management platform 330 and the LNG dis-
tributed energy intelligent terminal object platform 370; the
LNG distributed energy management platform 330 is con-
figured to generate a task plan for tanking based on the
acquired vehicle information of the LNG tanker and the
terminal operation information of the LNG distributed
energy intelligent terminal, and send the task plan to the
LNG tanker and the LNG distributed energy intelligent
terminal respectively, and perform real-time tracking and
monitoring on a driving path of the LNG tanker; the LNG
distributed energy management platform 330 is configured
to obtain vehicle information of an LNG tanker currently in
communication with the LNG distributed energy manage-
ment platform after receiving the request and location infor-
mation of the LNG distributed energy intelligent terminal,
the vehicle information includes a tank number, vehicle
location information, and vehicle speed information; obtain
a tank number and vehicle location information of an LNG
tanker with a shortest transportation time from the LNG
distributed energy intelligent terminal according to a short-
est time matching principle, generate the task plan for
tanking, and send the task plan to the LNG tanker and the
LNG distributed energy intelligent terminal respectively; the
real-time tracking and monitoring on a driving path of the
LNG tanker performed by the LNG distributed energy
management platform 330 specifically includes that: the
LNG distributed energy management platform 330 pre-
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plans a path for the tanking of the LNG tanker according to
the vehicle location information of the LNG tanker and a
location of the LNG distributed energy intelligent terminal;
selects an inertial reference system as a reference, sets a
center of coordinates at a center of the LNG tanker, and
constructs driving coordinates of the LNG tanker according
to the vehicle location information and vehicle speed infor-
mation of the LNG tanker; determines an attitude angle and
direction information of the LNG tanker based on the
driving coordinates of the LNG tanker, divides a total
gravitational acceleration of the LNG tanker into several
components, and adopts an accumulating linear acceleration
manner to obtain a displacement range of the LNG tanker,
calculates a directional angle value of the LNG tanker, and
introduces measured acceleration components into the driv-
ing coordinates to infer a driving direction of the LNG
tanker; analyzes and obtains the driving path of the LNG
tanker according to the driving direction and vehicle loca-
tion information of the LNG tanker, and matches a pre-
planned path for the tanking and the driving path of the LNG
tanker, issues a path deviation alarm to the LNG tanker if the
two paths do not match; the LNG distributed energy service
platform 320 is configured to obtain the vehicle information
of'the LNG tanker and the terminal operation information of
the LNG distributed energy intelligent terminal in a process
of LNG tanking required by a user from the LNG distributed
energy management platform 330; the LNG distributed
energy user platform 310 is configured to obtain the vehicle
information of the LNG tanker and the terminal operation
information of the LNG distributed energy intelligent ter-
minal from the LNG distributed energy service platform 320
for various users.

Specifically, the LNG tanker initiates a request for match-
ing location after arriving at the LNG distributed energy
intelligent terminal, completes a two-way location matching
authentication with the LNG distributed energy intelligent
terminal through the LNG distributed energy management
platform 330, and performs tanking for the LNG distributed
energy intelligent terminal; the process of the two-way
location matching authentication includes that: for perform-
ing the tanking, the LNG tanker sends request information
for tanking and vehicle location information of the LNG
tanker corresponding to the LNG distributed energy intelli-
gent terminal to the LNG distributed energy management
platform 330; the LNG distributed energy intelligent termi-
nal sends request information for tanking corresponding to
the LNG tanker number and the location information of the
LNG distributed energy intelligent terminal to the LNG
distributed energy management platform 330; the LNG
distributed energy management platform 330 performs
information matching according to the task plan and issues
an instruction for tanking to the LNG tanker and the LNG
distributed energy intelligent terminal respectively if the
matching succeeds; if the matching fails, the LNG distrib-
uted energy management platform 330 sends an alarm to a
platform manager; after receiving the instruction, the LNG
tanker and the LNG distributed energy intelligent terminal
open valves for the tanking respectively.

A process of the information matching performed by the
LNG distributed energy management platform 330 accord-
ing to the tanking task plan specifically includes that: the
LNG distributed energy management platform 330 con-
structs an address matching model and extracts a semantic
feature from the location information of the LNG tanker and
the location information of the LNG distributed energy
intelligent terminal respectively; the LNG distributed energy
management platform queries the task plan for tanking



US 12,106,263 B2

9

stored in a database according to the request information for
tanking, and obtains the location information of the LNG
distributed energy intelligent terminal and vehicle location
information of the LNG tanker in the task plan for tanking;
matches the extracted semantic feature with an address of
the task plan for tanking in the database for an address text
semantic matching, and outputs a matching result.

A process of constructing an address matching model by
the LNG distributed energy management platform 330 spe-
cifically includes: address dataset division: obtaining
address data of historical tanking task plans of the LNG
distributed energy management platform 330 to form an
address database, constructing a set of address data with a
manual marking, and dividing the set of address data into a
training set, a verification set, and a testing set; a word vector
training for an address element: using a Word2vec model in
a gensim natural language processing library to perform a
word vector training for the training set in the address
database, so as to obtain a word vector of a glossary in a
current application context; semantic matching of address
text: using an ESIM mode as a basic model of the semantic
matching of address text, and performing local modeling
according to a contextual dependency relation of the address
element to obtain the address matching model; and verifi-
cation and testing of address matching: performing a veri-
fication of address matching on the address matching model
according to the verification set, adjusting a count of hidden
layer nodes, a learning rate, and a mini-batch size of the
model according to a verification result, and finally perform-
ing a testing of address matching with the testing set.

A process of a word vector training for an address element
specifically includes that: the Word2vec model belongs to an
unsupervised neural network language model and adopts the
Word2vec model in the natural language processing library
to perform the word vector training for the training set in the
address database; first performs modeling according to a
distribution of a current word and a local context of the word
to obtain a word vector of the current word; a model used in
a training process is a CB OW model, and a training manner
is Negative Sampling; then a glossary of address elements of
a corpus and a 256-dimensional word vector corresponding
to the corpus are generated.

In some embodiments, the Internet of Things system 300
for managing tanking safety may also be called an Internet
of Things system for managing gas stations, and the LNG
distributed energy management platform 330 may also be
called an energy management platform. The Internet of
Things system for managing gas stations also includes an
object platform, a sensor network platform, a service plat-
form, and a user platform. The LNG distributed energy user
platform 310 may also be called a user platform, the LNG
distributed energy service platform 320 may also be called
a service platform, the LNG distributed energy logistics
transportation sensor network platform 340 and the LNG
distributed energy intelligent terminal sensor network plat-
form 350 may also be called a sensor network platform, and
the LNG distributed energy logistics transportation object
platform 360 and the LNG distributed energy intelligent
terminal object platform 370 may also be called an object
platform.

In some embodiments, the object platform may be con-
figured to obtain historical gas filling data, and transmit the
gas filling data to the energy management platform through
the sensor network platform; the sensor network platform
may be configured to realize a communication connection
for perception and control between the management plat-
form and the object platform; the service platform may be
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configured to obtain a target delivery plan required by a user
from the energy management platform; the user platform
may be configured to obtain the target delivery plan from the
service platform for the user. For more details, please refer
to the related descriptions in FIG. 4 and FIG. 5.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary process for
managing a gas station according to some embodiments of
the present disclosure. As shown in FIG. 4, a process 400
includes steps 410 to 440. In some embodiments, the process
400 may be performed by an energy management platform.

Step 410, acquiring historical gas filling data of a gas
station.

The gas station may also be an LNG distributed energy
intelligent terminal. For more information about the LNG
distributed energy intelligent terminal, please refer to FIG. 3
and its related descriptions.

The historical gas filling data refers to a plurality of gas
filling data corresponding to historical time. The historical
gas filling data may be represented by a data sequence. For
example, the historical gas filling data may be a sequence
composed of historical LNG supply data corresponding to a
plurality of historical moments within a period of time
before a current moment.

In some embodiments, the energy management platform
may obtain the historical gas filling data corresponding to a
plurality of historical times of an object platform (such as a
gas station) through the sensor network platform.

In some embodiments, the energy management platform
may acquire the historical gas filling data based on a preset
acquiring time.

The preset acquiring time refers to a preset time length for
acquiring the historical gas filling data. In some embodi-
ments, the preset acquiring time may include an acquiring
period for acquiring the historical gas filling data. The
acquiring period refers to an acquiring time interval.

In some embodiments, the historical gas filling data may
also include terminal operation information. The terminal
operation information refers to information related to a
terminal operation. In some embodiments, the terminal
operation information may include at least one of location
information or storage data of the gas station.

In some embodiments, the location information refers to
a location where the gas station is located. For example, the
location information may be a current location of the gas
station. For more information about the location informa-
tion, please refer to FIG. 2 and its related descriptions.

In some embodiments, the energy management platform
may acquire the historical gas filling data in various ways.
For example, the energy management platform may peri-
odically acquire the historical gas filling data based on the
preset acquiring time through a perceiving and acquiring
device, or the like.

step 420, determining LNG demand data at at least one
future moment based on the historical gas filling data.

The LNG demand data refers to a predicted value of LNG
usage at the at least one future moment. For example, the
LNG demand data may be a value of LNG usage corre-
sponding to at least one time point within a period of time
after the current moment. In some embodiments, the LNG
demand data may be represented by an LNG demand data
curve. A horizontal coordinate of the LNG demand data
curve may be the at least one future moment, and vertical
coordinates may be LNG demand data corresponding to
each future moment.

In some embodiments, the energy management platform
may determine the LNG demand data at the at least one
future moment in various ways based on the historical gas



US 12,106,263 B2

11

filling data. For example, the energy management platform
may determine the LNG demand data at the at least one
future moment by querying a first preset table. The first
preset table includes corresponding data of the historical gas
filling data and the LNG demand data of at the at least one
future moment. The energy management platform may
determine the LNG demand data at the at least one future
moment through the first preset table and historical gas
filling data.

In some embodiments, the energy management platform
may predict the LNG demand data at the at least one future
moment and a predicted confidence level of the LNG
demand data at the at least one future moment based on
historical gas filling data acquired at the current time and/or
at least one historical moment.

The predicted confidence level of the LNG demand data
at the at least one future moment refers to a degree of
credibility of at least one predicted future moment and/or a
degree of credibility of the LNG demand data at the at least
one future moment.

In some embodiments, the energy management platform
may predict the LNG demand data at the at least one future
moment in various ways based on the historical gas filling
data acquired at the current moment and/or the at least one
historical moment. For example, the energy management
platform may determine the LNG demand data at the at least
one future moment based on a preset conversion relationship
according to the historical gas filling data between the
current moment and the at least one historical moment. The
preset conversion relationship refers to a preset relationship
between the historical gas filling data and LNG demand data
at a future moment.

In some embodiments, the energy management platform
may determine the LNG demand data at the at least one
future moment through a prediction model based on the
historical gas filling data acquired at the current moment
and/or the at least one historical moment.

In some embodiments, the prediction model may be a
model that determines the LNG demand data at the at least
one future moment. In some embodiments, the prediction
model may be a machine learning model. For example, the
prediction model may be any model for prediction such as
a neural network model (NN), a recurrent neural network
(RNN), or any combination thereof.

In some embodiments, the prediction model may be
obtained by training based on a plurality of first training
samples with labels.

In some embodiments, each group of training samples of
the first training sample may include historical gas filling
data at a first sample historical moment and historical gas
filling data acquired at at least a second sample historical
moment. The at least one second sample historical moment
is located before a first sample historical moment. The labels
may include actual gas filling data at a third sample histori-
cal moment corresponding to each group of training
samples. The third sample historical moment is located after
the first sample historical moment and is a future moment
relative to the first sample historical moment. In some
embodiments, the first training samples may be obtained
based on historical data. Labels of the first training sample
may be obtained by automatic or manual labeling.

In some embodiments of the present disclosure, deter-
mining the LNG demand data at the at least one future
moment based on the prediction model can determine the
LNG demand data at the at least one future moment more
accurately in combination with an actual situation, and
reduce the human cost and waste of resources required for
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human assessment and determination. In some embodi-
ments, the prediction model may have a multi-layer struc-
ture, for details, please refer to the relevant description in
FIG. 5.

In some embodiments, the prediction model may also
include a confidence level determination layer. In some
embodiments, the energy management platform may deter-
mine the predicted confidence level of the LNG demand data
at the at least one future moment through the confidence
level determination layer. For more details, please refer to
the related description of FIG. 5.

In some embodiments, the energy management platform
may also determine a reference time point based on the LNG
demand data at the at least one future moment.

The reference time point refers to a time point when the
LNG demand data reaches a preset alarm threshold. The
preset alarm threshold may include a minimum threshold for
safe use of LNG under normal conditions. In some embodi-
ments, the preset alarm threshold may be a system default
value, an experience value, or the like.

In some embodiments, the energy management platform
may determine the reference time point in various ways. For
example, the energy management platform may determine
the reference time point through the preset alarm threshold.
For example, the energy management platform may deter-
mine a future moment when the LNG demand data reaches
and/or exceeds the preset alarm threshold for the first time
as the reference time point.

In some embodiments, the energy management platform
may also re-determine the preset acquiring time based on a
time difference between the reference time point and the
current moment.

In some embodiments, the energy management platform
may preset a corresponding relationship between the time
difference between the reference time point and the current
moment and the preset acquiring time in advance. The
energy management platform may re-determine the preset
acquiring time based on the corresponding relationship, the
time difference between the reference time point and the
current moment. The preset acquiring time may be propor-
tional to the time difference between the reference time point
and the current moment.

In some embodiments, the energy management platform
may re-determine the preset acquiring time based on a first
threshold. The first threshold refers to a maximum value of
atime difference between a reference time point at which the
preset acquiring time needs to be re-determined and the
current moment. For example, the energy management
platform may compare the time difference between the
reference time point and the current moment with the first
threshold, and when the time difference between the refer-
ence time point and the current moment is less than or equal
to the first threshold, the energy management platform may
re-determine the preset acquiring time.

For example, if an original preset acquiring time is an
acquiring period T1 (e.g., T1 is 12 hours), that is, the gas
station acquires terminal operation information every T1,
the current time is t0, and five future moments correspond-
ing to the current time are respectively t1=t0+T1, t2=t0+
2T1, $3=t0+3T1, t4=t0+4T1, t5=t0+5T1. If 13 is a deter-
mined reference time point, that is, LNG demand data
corresponding to the t3 reaches and/or exceeds the preset
alarm threshold for the first time, then a time difference
between t3 and t0 is 3T1. If 3T1 is less than and/or equal to
the first threshold, the gas station may re-determine the
preset acquiring time as an acquiring period T2, wherein
T2<T1.
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In some embodiments, the first threshold may be a system
default value, an experience value, an artificial preset value,
etc., or any combination thereof, and may be set according
to actual need. The first threshold may also be determined in
other ways, which is not limited herein.

In some embodiments of the present disclosure, the
energy management platform may re-determine the preset
acquiring time based on the time difference between the
reference time point and the current moment, and may adjust
the preset acquiring time in combination with an actual LNG
demand situation to improve the accuracy and acquiring
efficiency of LNG demand data, so as to ensure the safe use
of LNG and improve the service experience of users.

In some embodiments, the energy management platform
may also determine whether the at least one future moment
is a reliable moment based on the predicted confidence level
of the LNG demand data at the at least one future moment.

In some embodiments, the energy management platform
may determine at least one future moment with a predicted
confidence level higher than a confidence level threshold as
the reliable moment.

In some embodiments, the confidence level threshold may
be a system default value, an experience value, an artificial
preset value, etc., or any combination thereof, and may be
set according to actual need. The confidence level threshold
may also be determined in other ways, which is not limited
herein.

In some embodiments of the present disclosure, the
energy management platform may determine at least one
future moment with a predicted confidence level higher than
the confidence level threshold as the reliable moment, which
is conducive to improving the accuracy of a target delivery
plan subsequently determined.

In some embodiments of the present disclosure, the
energy management platform acquiring the historical gas
filling data based on the preset acquiring time; predicting the
LNG demand data at the at least one future moment based
on the historical gas filling data acquired at the current
moment and/or the at least one historical moment can realize
the prediction of the LNG demand data, and replenish the
storage in time when the storage is insufficient, ensuring the
safety of use and supply of LNG and improving the user’s
service experience.

Step 430, determining at least one set of candidate deliv-
ery plans based on the LNG demand data and LNG storage
data.

The LNG storage data refers to data related to LNG
storage. For example, the LNG storage data may include a
type of storage and storage data. The storage data refers to
a storage volume of LNG at the gas station. In some
embodiments, the energy management platform may obtain
the storage data of the gas station regularly or in real time
through the sensor network platform.

The candidate delivery plan refers to an alternative plan
for LNG delivery. For example, the candidate delivery plan
may include at least one delivery volume of LNG delivered
to the gas station at at least one future moment. The
candidate delivery plan may also refer to a request for
tanking. For more information on the request for tanking,
please refer to FIG. 1, FIG. 2, and their related descriptions.

In some embodiments, the energy management platform
may determine the at least one set of candidate delivery
plans based on the LNG demand data and the LNG storage
data in various ways. For example, the energy management
platform may determine the at least one set of candidate
delivery plans through random generation based on the LNG
demand data and the LNG storage data. As another example,
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the LNG demand data and LNG storage data may be
represented by a data vector. The energy management plat-
form may calculate a vector distance between the data vector
and a historical data vector corresponding to historical LNG
demand data and historical LNG storage data, and determine
at least one set of historical delivery plans whose vector
distance is less than a preset threshold as the at least one set
of candidate delivery plans. The preset threshold refers to a
minimum vector distance between a preset data vector and
the historical data vector.

Step 440: determining a target delivery plan based on at
least one gas filling cost data of the at least one set of
candidate delivery plans.

The gas filling cost data refers to cost data related to the
supply of LNG at the gas station and/or the storage of LNG
at the gas station, etc. Different candidate delivery plans
correspond to different gas filling cost data.

In some embodiments, the at least one gas filling cost data
may at least include an LNG delivery cost and an LNG
storage cost. The at least one gas filling cost data may be
represented by a comprehensive gas filling cost at a plurality
of consecutive time points, and the at least one gas filling
cost data is determined based on a preset algorithm.

The LNG delivery cost refers to a delivery cost of LNG
from a production site to the gas station, which may be
related to a delivery distance or the like. The LNG storage
cost refers to a cost of storing LNG, which may relate to the
storage data, a storage time, or the like. For example, the
LNG delivery cost may be P yuan/km/kg, and the LNG
storage cost may be Q yuan/day/kg.

In some embodiments, the LNG delivery cost may also
include a transferring cost of LNG. The transferring cost of
LNG refers to a cost of transferring LNG into the gas station,
which may be related to a volume of transferring LNG
transferred and a count of transferring. For example, the
transferring cost of LNG may be represented as a fixed cost
of each transferring of LNGxa count of transferring+a cost
of transferring 1 kg of LNGxa volume of transferring LNG.

In some embodiments, the at least one gas filling cost data
may be obtained by querying historical gas filling cost data.

In some embodiments, the at least one gas filling cost data
may be represented by the comprehensive gas filling cost at
the plurality of consecutive time points. For example, the
energy management platform may count a gas filling cost at
the plurality of consecutive time points, and determine the
counted gas filling cost at the plurality of consecutive time
points as the at least one gas filling cost data. The consecu-
tive time points refer to a plurality of time points within a
period of time after the current moment.

In some embodiments, the at least one gas filling cost data
may be determined based on the preset algorithm. The preset
algorithm may include a K nearest neighbor algorithm, a
Bayesian algorithm, or the like.

In some embodiments, the preset algorithm may be
related to the predicted confidence level of the LNG demand
data at the at least one future moment. For example, the
preset algorithm may be represented by the following equa-
tion (1):

Cost=[Ro—(Zj= "Di)xa]xo+(T1+12)x (€8]

Where Cost denotes a gas filling cost data at t,, R, denotes
storage data at the current moment, X,_,”D, denotes an
accumulated value of LNG demand data corresponding to
future moments t;~t, (k is an integer between 1 to n), o
denotes a confidence level coefficient, and o denotes a gas
filling cost per unit, T1 denotes a cost of one LNG trans-
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portation, T2 denotes a cost of one transfer of LNG, and
denotes a count of transfers. The t, may be a future moment
after the current moment.

In some embodiments, the confidence level coefficient a
is positively correlated with a predicted confidence level.

In some embodiments of the present disclosure, the preset
algorithm is related to the predicted confidence level of the
LNG demand data at the at least one future moment, which
can further improve the accuracy of determining the gas
filling cost data.

In some embodiments of the present disclosure, the at
least one gas filling cost data comprehensively considers the
LNG delivery cost and LNG storage cost, which can
improve the accuracy of the gas filling cost data to a certain
extent, thereby reducing an error in determining the LNG
demand data at the at least one future moment.

In some embodiments, the energy management platform
may determine gas filling cost data corresponding to differ-
ent future moments respectively based on the at least one
future moment included in the candidate delivery plan, and
determine a sum of gas filling costs data at all future
moments included in the candidate delivery plan as gas
filling cost data of the candidate delivery plan.

The target delivery plan refers to an optimal delivery plan
among the at least one set of candidate delivery plans. For
example, the target delivery plan may be a delivery plan with
a lowest gas filling cost data among the at least one set of
candidate delivery plans.

In some embodiments, the energy management platform
may select a delivery plan from the at least one set of
candidate delivery plans as the target delivery plan. For
example, the energy management platform may rank the at
least one set of candidate delivery plans based on the at least
one gas filling cost data, and determine the highest-ranked
candidate delivery plan (with the smallest gas filling cost
data) as the target delivery plan.

In some embodiments of the present disclosure, deter-
mining LNG demand data at a future moment can predict
LNG demand data in the future, further determine the
delivery plan and replenish storage when LNG storage is
insufficient, henceforth ensuring the normal use of LNG,
reducing the cost of gas filling, and improving user’s service
experience.

In some embodiments, the energy management platform
may determine the at least one gas filling cost data of the at
least one set of candidate delivery plans based on the preset
algorithm; determine at least one optimal delivery plan
based on the at least one gas filling cost data; and determine
the target delivery plan based on the at least one optimal
delivery plan and the reliable moment.

The optimal delivery plan refers to a candidate delivery
plan that satisfies a first preset condition among the at least
one set of candidate delivery plans. The first preset condition
refers to a condition that the gas filling cost data needs to
satisfy. The first preset condition may be that the gas filling
cost data is less than a preset value or within a preset range.
The energy management platform may determine a candi-
date delivery plan whose gas filling cost data is less than the
preset value or within the preset range as the optimal
delivery plan among the at least one set of candidate delivery
plans. The optimal delivery plan may include a volume of
LNG delivered to the gas station at the at least one future
moment and at different future moments.

The reliable moment refers to a corresponding future time
when the predicted confidence level of the LNG demand
data satisfies a second preset condition. The second preset
condition refers to that the predicted confidence level is
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greater than the confidence level threshold. For example, the
reliable moment may be at least one future moment when the
predicted confidence level of the LNG demand data satisfies
the second preset condition.

In some embodiments, the energy management platform
may rank the at least one set of candidate delivery plans
based on the at least one gas filling cost data, and determine
top few candidate delivery plans with a relatively higher
ranking (with relatively smaller gas filling cost data) as the
optimal delivery plans.

In some embodiments, the energy management platform
may determine whether at least one future moment included
in each plan of the at least one optimal delivery plan is a
reliable moment. The energy management platform may
determine an optimal delivery plan that contains a largest
count of reliable moments as the target delivery plan. For
more information about determining whether the at least one
future moment is the reliable moment and the reliable
moment, please refer to the related description of step 420.

The energy management platform may determine whether
the at least one future moment is the reliable moment, and
determine the target delivery plan based on a determination
result. For more details about that the energy management
platform may determine whether at least one future moment
is the reliable moment, please refer to the related description
of step 420.

The determination result refers to a result including
whether at least one future moment in the optimal delivery
plan is the reliable time and a count of reliable moments.

In some embodiments, the energy management platform
may determine the target delivery plan based on the deter-
mination result.

For example, the energy management platform may deter-
mine the target delivery plan by considering gas filling cost
data corresponding to the optimal delivery plan and a count
of reliable moments included in the optimal delivery plan.
The count of reliable moments refers to a count of the at least
one future moment included in the optimal delivery plan that
is the reliable moment. The energy management platform
may determine whether the at least one future moment
included in the optimal delivery plan is the reliable moment,
and then further determine the count of reliable moments.
For more details about determining whether the at least one
future moment is the reliable moment, please refer to the
relevant description of step 420.

For example, the energy management platform may deter-
mine an evaluation value of the gas filling cost data and an
evaluation value of the count of reliable moments based on
a second preset table, calculate a comprehensive evaluation
value by weighting and determine an optimal delivery plan
with a minimum comprehensive evaluation value as the
target delivery plan. Determining the gas filling cost data
corresponding to the optimal delivery plan is similar to
determining the at least one gas filling cost data of the at
least one set of candidate delivery plans, for more details,
please refer to the relevant description in step 440.

The second preset table may include evaluation value
corresponding to the gas filling cost data and evaluation
value corresponding to the count of reliable moments
respectively. The energy management platform may preset
the second preset table in advance. Weights may be preset
according to actual need.

In some embodiments of the present disclosure, deter-
mining the at least one optimal delivery plan based on at
least one gas filling cost data, and determining the target
delivery plan based on the at least one optimal delivery plan
and reliable moment can make the target delivery plan more
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suitable for actual need and cost requirement of a user. In
some embodiments of the present disclosure, the count of
reliable moments is taken into account when determining the
target delivery plan, which can improve the reliability and
flexibility of the target delivery plan and avoid affecting the
supply-demand balance of the gas station due to an error of
the LNG demand data, causing a large fluctuation of the gas
filling cost.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary process for
determining LNG demand data at a future moment and a
predicted confidence level of the LNG demand data through
a prediction model according to some embodiments of the
present disclosure.

In some embodiments, a prediction model 500 may
include a feature extracting layer 510 and a predicting layer
of LNG demand data 520.

In some embodiments, the energy management platform
may determine a feature embedding vector 513 through the
feature extracting layer 510 based on historical gas filling
data 511 acquired at a current moment and/or historical gas
filling data 512 acquired at at least one historical moment.
The energy management platform may determine LNG
demand data 521 at at least one future moment through the
predicting layer 520 of LNG demand data based on the
feature embedding vector 513.

In some embodiments, the feature extracting layer 510
may include a machine learning model. For example, the
feature extracting layer 510 may be a model such as CNN or
RNN.

The feature embedding vector 513 refers to a vector
generated after a format conversion of the historical gas
filling data 511 acquired at the current moment and/or the
historical gas filling data 512 acquired at the at least one
historical moment. For example, the historical gas filling
data 511 acquired at the current moment and/or the historical
gas filling data 512 acquired at the at least one historical
moment are converted into a data format that can be pro-
cessed by an Internet of Things system for managing gas
stations, and then the corresponding feature embedding
vector 513 is generated based on the converted data format.

In some embodiments, the predicting layer of LNG
demand data 520 may include a machine learning model.
For example, the predicting layer of LNG demand data 520
may be a model such as CNN or RNN.

In some embodiments, the feature extracting layer 510
and the predicting layer of LNG demand data 520 may be
obtained through a joint training. In some embodiments,
each set of training samples of second training samples for
the joint training may include historical gas filling data at a
fourth sample historical moment and historical gas filling
data acquired at at least one fifth sample historical moment.
The at least one fifth sample historical moment is located
before the fourth sample historical moment. Labels may
include actual historical gas filling data at a sixth sample
historical moment corresponding to each set of training
samples. The sixth sample historical moment is located after
the fourth sample historical moment and is a future moment
relative to the fourth sample historical moment. In some
embodiments, the second training sample may be obtained
based on historical data. Labels of the second training
samples may be obtained by automatic or manual labeling.

The historical gas filling data at the fourth sample his-
torical moment and the historical gas filling data acquired at
the fifth sample historical moment are input to the feature
extracting layer 510 to obtain the feature embedding vector
513 output by the feature extracting layer 510; the feature
embedding vector 513 output by the feature extracting layer
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510 is determined as a training sample, and the training
sample to the predicting layer of LNG demand data 520 is
inputted to obtain LNG demand data at the sixth sample
historical moment output by the predicting layer of LNG
demand data 520.

Based on the labels and an output of the predicting layer
of LNG demand data 520, a loss function is constructed. At
the same time, parameters of the feature extracting layer 510
and the predicting layer of LNG demand data 520 are
updated, then a trained feature extracting layer 510 and a
trained predicting layer of LNG demand data 520 are
obtained through parameter updating.

In some embodiments of the present disclosure, LNG
demand data 521 at the at least one future moment is
obtained by processing the historical gas filling data
acquired at the current time and/or at the at least one
historical time through the feature extracting layer 510 and
the predicting layer of LNG demand data 520, which is
beneficial to solve the problem of difficulty in obtaining
labels when training the feature extracting layer 510 alone.
In addition, the feature extracting layer 510 and the predict-
ing layer of LNG demand data 520 of the joint training can
not only reduce a count of required samples but also improve
the efficiency of the training.

In some embodiments, the prediction model 500 may also
include a confidence level determination layer 530.

In some embodiments, the energy management platform
may determine predicted confidence level of the LNG
demand data at the at least one future moment 535 through
the confidence level determination layer 530 based on the
feature embedding vector 513, gas station distribution infor-
mation 531, environmental feature distribution information
532, a preset acquiring time 533, and a count of preset future
moments 534.

In some embodiments, the confidence level determination
layer 530 may include a machine learning model. For
example, the confidence level determination layer 530 may
be a model such as CNN or RNN.

The gas station distribution information 531 refers to
information related to distribution of a gas station. For
example, the gas station distribution information 531 may
include a location of the gas station and a density or count
of gas stations within a certain area where the gas station
locates.

The environmental feature distribution information 532
refers to information related to distribution of environmental
features of gas stations at different locations at different
moments. For example, environmental feature distribution
information includes environmental features (e.g., tempera-
ture, humidity) of a gas station at a location n at a moment
tn, wherein n may be an integer greater than or equal to 1,
indicating environmental features of the gas station at dif-
ferent locations and at different moments.

The count of preset future moments 534 refers to a count
of preset future moments that need to be predicted. For
example, the count of preset future moments is five, and
outputs of the confidence level determination layer 530 may
include predicted confidence levels of LNG demand data at
the five future moments.

In some embodiments, an output of the feature extracting
layer 510 may be an input of the confidence level determi-
nation layer 530, and the feature extracting layer 510 and the
confidence level determination layer may be obtained
through a joint training. For a process of the joint training of
the feature extracting layer 510 and the confidence level
determination layer 530, please refer to a process of the joint
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training of the feature extracting layer 510 and the predicting
layer of LNG demand data 520.

In some embodiments, each set of training samples of
third training samples for the joint training may include
historical gas filling data at a seventh sample historical
moment, historical gas filling data acquired at at least one
eighth sample historical moment, and sample gas station
distribution information, sample environmental feature dis-
tribution information, a sample preset acquiring time, and a
count of sample preset future moments. Labels may include
a sample actual confidence level of LNG demand data. The
at least one eighth sample historical moment is located
before the seventh sample historical moment. The sample
actual confidence of the LNG demand data may correspond
to a ninth sample historical moment of each set of training
samples. In some embodiments, the third training samples
may be obtained based on historical data. The ninth sample
historical moment is located after the seventh sample his-
torical moment and is a future moment relative to the
seventh sample historical moment. Labels of the third train-
ing sample may be obtained by automatic or manual label-
ing. For example, when LNG demand data at the ninth
sample historical moment corresponding to the seventh
sample historical moment is more similar to actual LNG
demand data, a corresponding sample actual confidence
level is closer to 1, otherwise, a corresponding sample actual
confidence level is closer to 0.

In some embodiments of the present disclosure, by deter-
mining the predicted confidence level of the LNG demand
data at the at least one future moment through the feature
extracting layer 510 and the confidence level determination
layer 530, it is beneficial to lay a foundation for subse-
quently determining a target delivery plan and improving the
accuracy of the delivery plan. In some embodiments, the
feature extracting layer 510 and the confidence level deter-
mination layer 530 can solve the problem that it is difficult
to obtain labels when the feature extracting layer 510 is
trained alone. In addition, jointly training the feature extract-
ing layer 510 and the confidence level determination layer
530 can not only reduce a count of required samples but also
improve the efficiency of the training.

The basic principles, main features, and advantages of the
present disclosure have been shown and described above.
Those skilled in the art should understand that the present
disclosure is not limited by the above-mentioned embodi-
ments. What is described in the above-mentioned embodi-
ments and the description only illustrates the principle of the
present disclosure. Without departing from the spirit and
scope of the present disclosure, the present disclosure may
also have possible variations and improvements, which fall
within the scope of the claims of the present disclosure as
well. The scope of the claims of the present disclosure is
defined by the appended claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for liquefied natural gas (LNG) station
management, executed through an energy management plat-
form of an Internet of Things system for LNG station
management, the Internet of Things system comprising an
object platform, a sensor network platform, the energy
management platform, a service platform, and a user plat-
form, wherein the sensor network platform is configured to
realize communication connection between the energy man-
agement platform and the object platform; the object plat-
form includes an LNG tanker and an LNG distributed energy
intelligent terminal, wherein the object platform is config-
ured to perceive and acquire vehicle information of the LNG
tanker and terminal operation information of the LNG
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distributed energy intelligent terminal, and the LNG distrib-
uted energy intelligent terminal is configured to perceive and
acquire location information and LNG storage information
of the LNG distributed energy intelligent terminal with a
perceiving and acquiring device; the energy management
platform is configured to perform real-time tracking and
monitoring on a driving path of the LNG tanker; the service
platform is configured to obtain the vehicle information of
the LNG tanker and the location information of the LNG
distributed energy intelligent terminal through the energy
management platform; and the user platform is configured to
obtain the vehicle information of the LNG tanker and the
terminal operation information of the LNG distributed
energy intelligent terminal from the service platform for
various users; the method comprising: acquiring, by the
object platform, historical gas filling data of a gas station
based on a preset acquiring time, and transmitting the
historical gas filling data to the energy management platform
through the sensor network platform; determining, by the
energy management platform, LNG demand data at at least
one future moment and a predicted confidence level of the
LNG demand data based on the historical gas filling data
through a prediction model, wherein the prediction model
includes a feature extracting layer, a predicting layer of LNG
demand data, and a confidence level determination layer,
wherein an input of the feature extracting layer includes
historical gas filling data acquired at a current moment or
historical gas filling data acquired at at least one historical
moment, and an output includes a feature embedding vector;
an input of the predicting layer of LNG demand data
includes the feature embedding vector, and an output
includes the LNG demand data at the at least one future
moment; and an input of the confidence level determination
layer includes the feature embedding vector, gas station
distribution information, environmental feature distribution
information, the preset acquiring time, and a count of preset
future moments, and an output includes the predicted con-
fidence level of the LNG demand data at the at least one
future moment; wherein the feature extracting layer and the
predicting layer of LNG demand data are obtained through
a first joint training based on first training samples and first
labels; wherein each set of the first training samples for the
first joint training includes historical gas filling data at a first
sample historical moment and historical gas filling data
acquired at at least one second sample historical moment,
wherein the at least one second sample historical moment is
located before the first sample historical moment; the first
labels include actual historical gas filling data at a third
sample historical moment corresponding to each set of the
first training samples, wherein the third sample historical
moment is located after the first sample historical moment
and is a future moment relative to the first sample historical
moment; the first training samples are obtained based on
historical data, and the first labels are obtained by automatic
or manual labeling; and the feature extracting layer and the
confidence level determination layer are obtained through a
second joint training based on second training samples and
second labels, wherein each set of training samples of the
second training samples for the second joint training
includes the historical gas filling data at the first sample
historical moment, the historical gas filling data acquired at
at least one second sample historical moment, sample gas
station distribution information, sample environmental fea-
ture distribution information, a sample preset acquiring time,
and a count of sample preset future moments; and the second
labels include a sample actual confidence level of the LNG
demand data, and the second labels are obtained by auto-
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matic or manual labeling; determining, by the energy man-
agement platform, a reliable moment based on the predicted
confidence level; determining, by the energy management
platform, at least one set of candidate delivery plans based
on the LNG demand data and LNG storage data; determin-
ing, by the energy management platform, a target delivery
plan based on at least one piece of gas filling cost data of the
at least one set of candidate delivery plans and the reliable
moment; wherein the at least one piece of gas filling cost
data includes at least an LNG delivery cost and an LNG
storage cost; the at least one piece of gas filling cost data is
represented by a comprehensive gas filling cost at a plurality
of consecutive time points; and the at least one piece of gas
filling cost data is determined based on a preset algorithm,
the preset algorithm including a confidence level coefficient
that is related to the predicted confidence level; obtaining, by
the service platform, the target delivery plan required by the
users from the energy management platform; and obtaining,
by the user platform, the target delivery plan fed back to the
users from the service platform.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the deter-
mining a target delivery plan based on at least one piece of
gas filling cost data of the at least one set of candidate
delivery plans and the reliable moment includes:

determining the at least one piece of gas filling cost data

of the at least one set of candidate delivery plans based
on the preset algorithm;

determining at least one optimal delivery plan based on

the at least one piece of gas filling cost data; and
determining the target delivery plan based on the at least
one optimal delivery plan and the reliable moment.
3. The method according to claim 2, wherein the deter-
mining the target delivery plan based on the at least one
optimal delivery plan and the reliable moment includes:
determining whether at least one future moment included
in the at least one optimal delivery plan is a reliable
moment, determining a count of reliable moments; and

determining the target delivery plan based on gas filling
cost data and the count of reliable moments of the at
least one optimal delivery plan.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the reliable
moment is at least one future moment when the predicted
confidence level is greater than a confidence threshold.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein the preset
acquiring time includes an acquiring period for acquiring the
historical gas filling data, and the method further comprises:

determining the preset acquiring time based on a time

difference between a reference time point and the
current moment; the reference time point being a time
point when the LNG demand data reaches a preset
alarm threshold.

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein

the object platform is further configured to generate a

request for tanking based on the terminal operation
information and transmit the request for tanking to the
energy management platform through the sensor net-
work platform;

the LNG distributed energy intelligent terminal is further

configured to generate the request for tanking when
LNG storage is lower than a preset alarm threshold, and
send the request for tanking and the location informa-
tion to the energy management platform;

the energy management platform is further configured to

generate a task plan for tanking based on the acquired
vehicle information of the LNG tanker and the terminal
operation information of the LNG distributed energy
intelligent terminal, send the task plan for tanking to the
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LNG tanker and the LNG distributed energy intelligent
terminal respectively, and perform real-time tracking
and monitoring on a driving path of the LNG tanker;

the energy management platform is further configured to
obtain the vehicle information of the LNG tanker
currently in communication with the energy manage-
ment platform after receiving the request for tanking
and location information of the LNG distributed energy
intelligent terminal, wherein the vehicle information
includes a tanker number, vehicle location information,
and vehicle speed information; obtain a tanker number
and vehicle location information of an LNG tanker with
a shortest transportation time from the LNG distributed
energy intelligent terminal according to a shortest time
matching principle, generate the task plan for tanking
and send the task plan for tanking to the LNG tanker
and the LNG distributed energy intelligent terminal
respectively; and
the service platform is further configured to obtain the
vehicle information of the LNG tanker and the terminal
operation information of the LNG distributed energy
intelligent terminal in a process of LNG tanking
required by the users from the energy management
platform.
7. The method according to claim 1, wherein the first joint
training of the feature extracting layer and the predicting
layer of LNG demand data by the energy management
platform includes:
inputting the historical gas filling data at the first sample
historical moment and the historical gas filling data
acquired at the at least one second sample historical
moment to an initial feature extracting layer to output
a feature embedding vector as a training sample;

inputting the training sample to an initial predicting layer
of LNG demand data to output LNG demand data at the
third sample historical moment;
constructing a loss function based on the first labels and
an output of the predicting layer of LNG demand data;

updating parameters of the initial feature extracting layer
and the initial predicting layer of LNG demand data;
and

obtaining the feature extracting layer and the predicting

layer of LNG demand data.
8. The method according to claim 1, wherein the second
joint training of the feature extracting layer and the confi-
dence level determination layer by the energy management
platform includes:
inputting the historical filling data at the first sample
historical moment and the historical filling data
acquired at the at least one second sample historical
moment to an initial feature extraction layer to output
a feature embedding vector;

taking the sample gas station distribution information, the
sample environmental feature distribution information,
the sample preset acquiring time, the count of sample
preset future moments, and the feature embedding
vector as training samples;

inputting the training samples into an initial confidence

determination layer to output an estimated confidence
level of the LNG demand data at the third sample
historical time;

constructing a loss function based on the second labels

and the output of the initial confidence determination
layer;

updating parameters of the initial feature extraction layer

and the initial confidence determination layer; and
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obtaining the feature extraction layer and the confidence

determination layer.

9. An Internet of Things (IoT) system for liquefied natural
gas (LNG) station management, comprising an object plat-
form, a sensor network platform, an energy management
platform, a service platform, and a user platform, wherein
the sensor network platform is configured to realize com-
munication connection between the energy management
platform and the object platform; the object platform
includes an LNG tanker and an LNG distributed energy
intelligent terminal, wherein the object platform is config-
ured to perceive and acquire vehicle information of the LNG
tanker and terminal operation information of the LNG
distributed energy intelligent terminal; the object platform is
configured to acquire historical gas filling data of a gas
station based on a preset acquiring time, and transmit the
historical gas filling data to the energy management platform
through the sensor network platform; the LNG distributed
energy intelligent terminal perceives and acquires location
information and LNG storage information of the LNG
distributed energy intelligent terminal with a perceiving and
acquiring device; the energy management platform is con-
figured to perform real-time tracking and monitoring on a
driving path of the LNG tanker; the service platform is
configured to obtain the vehicle information of the LNG
tanker and the location information of the LNG distributed
energy intelligent terminal through the energy management
platform; and the user platform is configured to obtain the
vehicle information of the LNG tanker and the terminal
operation information of the LNG distributed energy intel-
ligent terminal from the energy service platform for various
users; the energy management platform is further configured
to perform following operations including: determining
LNG demand data at at least one future moment and a
predicted confidence level of the LNG demand data based
on the historical gas filling data through a prediction model,
wherein the prediction model includes a feature extracting
layer, a predicting layer of LNG demand data and a confi-
dence level determination layer, wherein an input of the
feature extracting layer includes historical gas filling data
acquired at a current moment or historical gas filling data
acquired at at least one historical moment, and an output
includes a feature embedding vector; an input of the pre-
dicting layer of LNG demand data includes the feature
embedding vector, and an output includes the LNG demand
data at the at least one future moment; and an input of the
confidence level determination layer includes the feature
embedding vector, gas station distribution information, envi-
ronmental feature distribution information, the preset
acquiring time, and a count of preset future moments, and an
output includes the predicted confidence level of the LNG
demand data at the at least one future moment; wherein the
feature extracting layer and the predicting layer of LNG
demand data are obtained through a first joint training based
on second training samples and first labels; wherein each set
of the second training samples for the first joint training
includes historical gas filling data at a fourth sample his-
torical moment and historical gas filling data acquired at at
least one fifth sample historical moment, wherein the at least
one fifth sample historical moment is located before the
fourth sample historical moment; the first labels include
actual historical gas filling data at a sixth sample historical
moment corresponding to each set of training samples,
wherein the sixth sample historical moment is located after
the fourth sample historical moment and is a future moment
relative to the fourth sample historical moment; the second
training sample is obtained based on historical data; and the
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first labels of the second training samples is obtained by
automatic or manual labeling; and the feature extracting
layer and the confidence level determination layer are
obtained through a second joint training based on third
training samples and second labels, wherein each set of
training samples of the third training samples for the second
joint training includes historical gas filling data at a seventh
sample historical moment, historical gas filling data
acquired at at least one eighth sample historical moment, and
sample gas station distribution information, sample environ-
mental feature distribution information, a sample preset
acquiring time, and a count of sample preset future
moments; and the second labels include a sample actual
confidence level of LNG demand data; and determining a
reliable moment based on the predicted confidence level;
determining at least one set of candidate delivery plans
based on the LNG demand data and LNG storage data; and
determining a target delivery plan based on at least one piece
of gas filling cost data of the at least one set of candidate
delivery plans and the reliable moment; wherein the at least
one piece of gas filling cost data includes at least an LNG
delivery cost and an LNG storage cost; the at least one piece
of gas filling cost data is represented by a comprehensive gas
filling cost at a plurality of consecutive time points; and the
at least one piece of gas filling cost data is determined based
on a preset algorithm, the preset algorithm including a
confidence level coefficient that is related to the predicted
confidence level; the service platform is further configured
to obtain the target delivery plan required by the users from
the energy management platform; and the user platform is
further configured to obtain the target delivery plan fed back
to the users from the service platform.

10. The Internet of Things system according to claim 9,
wherein the energy management platform is further config-
ured to perform following operations including:

determining the at least one piece of gas filling cost data

of the at least one set of candidate delivery plans based
on the preset algorithm;

determining at least one optimal delivery plan based on

the at least one piece of gas filling cost data; and
determining the target delivery plan based on the at least
one optimal delivery plan and the reliable moment.
11. The Internet of Things system according to claim 10,
wherein the energy management platform is further config-
ured to perform following operations including:
determining whether at least one future moment included
in the at least one optimal delivery plan is a reliable
moment, determining a count of reliable moments; and

determining the target delivery plan based on gas filling
cost data and the count of reliable moments of the at
least one optimal delivery plan.

12. The Internet of Things system according to claim 9,
wherein the reliable moment is at least one future moment
when the predicted confidence level is greater than a con-
fidence threshold.

13. The Internet of Things system according to claim 9,
wherein the preset acquiring time includes an acquiring
period for acquiring the historical gas filling data, and the
energy management platform is further configured to per-
form following operations including:

determining the preset acquiring time based on a time

difference between a reference time point and the
current moment; the reference time point being a time
point when the LNG demand data reaches a preset
alarm threshold.

14. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
storing computer instructions, wherein when reading the
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computer instructions in the storage medium, a computer
implements the method according to claim 1.
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