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1
APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR
ESTIMATING BIO-INFORMATION

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION(S)

This application is based on and claims priority under 35
US.C. § 119 to Korean Patent Application No. 10-2021-
0031885, filed on Mar. 11, 2021, in the Korean Intellectual
Property Office, and U.S. Provisional Application No.
63/013,760, filed on Apr. 22, 2020, in the U.S. Patent &
Trademark Office, the disclosures of which are incorporated
by reference herein in their entireties.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The following description relates to an apparatus and
method for estimating bio-information, and, more particu-
larly, to technology for obtaining characteristic points for
estimating bio-information from a ballistocardiogram
(BCG) signal.

2. Description of Related Art

As our society is rapidly aging, healthcare technology has
attracted much attention due to social problems such as the
increase in medical expenses. Accordingly, not only medical
devices for use in hospitals or medical examination institu-
tions, but small medical devices that individuals can carry
are also being developed. Furthermore, such small medical
devices are worn by users in the form of wearable devices
capable of directly measuring cardiovascular health status
such as blood pressure, and the like, thereby enabling users
to directly measure and manage cardiovascular health status.
Therefore, in order to provide devices in a compact size with
improved accuracy in estimating bio-information, a lot of
research has been conducted recently on methods of esti-
mating bio-information by analyzing bio-signals.

SUMMARY

Provided is an apparatus and method for detecting char-
acteristic points for estimating bio-information from a bal-
listocardiogram (BCG) signal based on a probability distri-
bution function, and for estimating bio-information based on
the detected characteristic points.

According to an aspect of the disclosure, an apparatus for
estimating bio-information of a user may include a first
sensor configured to measure a first signal from the user; a
second sensor configured to measure a second signal from
the user; and a processor configured to obtain a first char-
acteristic point from the first signal; obtain a second char-
acteristic point from the second signal based on the first
characteristic point and a pre-defined probability distribu-
tion function; and estimate the bio-information of the user
based on the second characteristic point.

The first signal may include at least one of an electrocar-
diography (ECG) signal, a photoplethysmogram (PPG) sig-
nal, an electromyography (EMG) signal, an impedance
plethysmogram (IPG) signal, a pressure wave, and a video
plethysmogram (VPG) signal.

The second signal may include a ballistocardiogram
(BCG) signal.

The processor may obtain one or more candidate charac-
teristic points from the second signal; calculate one or more
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2

time intervals between each of the one or more candidate
characteristic points and the first characteristic point; and
obtain the second characteristic point based on the one or
more time intervals of each of the one or more candidate
characteristic points and the pre-defined probability distri-
bution function.

The processor may obtain, as the second characteristic
point, a candidate characteristic point having a maximum
likelihood among the one or more time intervals of each of
the one or more candidate characteristic points by using the
pre-defined probability distribution function.

By using the pre-defined probability distribution function,
the processor may determine the one or more candidate
characteristic points having a likelihood, which is greater
than or equal to a predetermined threshold value, among the
one or more time intervals of each of the one or more
candidate characteristic points; and obtain a candidate char-
acteristic point, which satisfies a predetermined condition, as
the second characteristic point from among the one or more
candidate characteristic points having the likelihood that is
greater than or equal to the predetermined threshold value.

The predetermined condition may include at least one of
a first condition that an amplitude of the one or more
candidate characteristic points is within a predetermined
range, and a second condition that a negative peak value
exists within a predetermined time interval before and after
the one or more candidate characteristic points.

The processor may determine a detection region of the
second signal based on the first characteristic point of the
first signal; and obtain the second characteristic point in the
detection region.

The pre-defined probability distribution function is pre-
defined based on distribution of time intervals between first
characteristic points of first signals and candidate charac-
teristic points of second signals, which are acquired from a
plurality of users.

In response to a personalization condition of the pre-
defined probability distribution function being satisfied, the
processor may generate a personalized probability distribu-
tion function which is personalized for the user based on a
plurality of first signals and second signals acquired from the
user.

The personalization condition of the pre-defined probabil-
ity distribution function may be a condition that a number of
beats of the second signal, acquired from the user, is greater
than or equal to a predetermined threshold value.

The processor may obtain features related to the bio-
information of the user based on the second characteristic
point; and obtain the bio-information of the user based on
the features related to the bio-information of the user.

The bio-information may include at least one of blood
pressure, vascular age, arterial stiffness, aortic pressure
waveform, stress index, and fatigue level.

According to an aspect of the disclosure, a method of
estimating bio-information of a user may include measuring
a first signal from the user; measuring a second signal from
the user; obtaining a first characteristic point from the first
signal; obtaining a second characteristic point from the
second signal based on the obtained first characteristic point
and a pre-defined probability distribution function; and
estimating the bio-information of the user based on the
second characteristic point.

The obtaining the second characteristic point may include
obtaining one or more candidate characteristic points from
the second signal; calculating one or more time intervals
between each of the one or more candidate characteristic
points and the first characteristic point; and obtaining the
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second characteristic point based on the one or more time
intervals of each of the one or more candidate characteristic
points and the pre-defined probability distribution function.

The obtaining the second characteristic point may include
obtaining, as the second characteristic point, a candidate
characteristic point having a maximum likelihood among the
one or more time intervals of each of the one or more
candidate characteristic points by using the pre-defined
probability distribution function.

The obtaining the second characteristic point may include
determining a detection region of the second signal based on
the first characteristic point of the first signal; and obtaining
the second characteristic point in the detection region.

The method may include determining whether a person-
alization condition of the pre-defined probability distribu-
tion function is satisfied; and generating a personalized
probability distribution function, which is personalized for
the user, based on a plurality of first signals and second
signals acquired from the user.

The method may include obtaining features related to the
bio-information of the user based on the second character-
istic point; and obtaining the bio-information of the user
based on the features related to bio-information of the user.

According to an aspect of the disclosure, an apparatus for
estimating bio-information of a user may include a commu-
nication interface configured to receive a first signal, mea-
sured from the user, from an external device; a second sensor
configured to measure a second signal from the user; and a
processor configured to obtain a first characteristic point
from the first signal; obtain a second characteristic point
from the second signal based on the first characteristic point
and a pre-defined probability distribution function; and
estimate the bio-information of the user based on the second
characteristic point.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other aspects, features, and advantages of
certain embodiments of the present disclosure will be more
apparent from the following description taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIGS. 1 to 3 are block diagrams illustrating an apparatus
for estimating bio-information according to embodiments of
the present disclosure;

FIGS. 4 and 5 are block diagrams illustrating embodi-
ments of a processor of FIGS. 1 to 3;

FIGS. 6A to 6D are diagrams explaining examples of
obtaining characteristic points from a BCG signal;

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a method of estimating
bio-information according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a method of estimating
bio-information according to another embodiment of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating a wearable device accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating a smart device according
to an embodiment of the present disclosure; and

FIGS. 11A to 11C are diagrams illustrating an earphone
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

Throughout the drawings and the detailed description,
unless otherwise described, the same drawing reference
numerals will be understood to refer to the same elements,
features, and structures. The relative size and depiction of
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these elements, features, and structures may be exaggerated
for clarity, illustration, and convenience.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Details of example embodiments are included in the
following detailed description and drawings. Advantages
and features of the present disclosure, and a method of
achieving the same will be more clearly understood from the
following embodiments described in detail with reference to
the accompanying drawings. Throughout the drawings and
the detailed description, unless otherwise described, the
same drawing reference numerals will be understood to refer
to the same elements, features, and structures.

It will be understood that, although the terms “first,”
“second,” etc. may be used herein to describe various
elements, these elements should not be limited by these
terms. These terms are only used to distinguish one element
from another. Any references to the singular form of a term
may include the plural form of the term unless expressly
stated otherwise. In addition, unless explicitly described to
the contrary, an expression such as “comprising” or “includ-
ing” will be understood to imply the inclusion of stated
elements but not the exclusion of any other elements. Also,
terms such as “part,” “module,” etc., should be understood
as a unit that performs at least one function or operation and
that may be embodied as hardware, software, or a combi-
nation thereof.

Hereinafter, embodiments of an apparatus and method for
estimating bio-information will be described in detail with
reference to the accompanying drawings.

FIGS. 1 to 3 are block diagrams illustrating an apparatus
for estimating bio-information according to embodiments of
the present disclosure.

Various embodiments of the apparatus for estimating
bio-information may be embedded as a software module or
a hardware chip in an electronic device. In this case,
examples of the electronic device may include a portable
device such as a cellular phone, a smartphone, a tablet
personal computer (PC), a laptop computer, a personal
digital assistant (PDA), a portable multimedia player (PMP),
anavigation device, an MP3 player, a digital camera, and the
like, or various wearable devices such as a smart watch, a
smart band, an earbud, an earphone, and the like, but the
electrode device is not limited thereto.

Referring to FIG. 1, the apparatus 100 for estimating
bio-information according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure includes a first sensor 110, a second sensor 120,
and a processor 130.

In the embodiment, the first sensor 110 and the second
sensor 120 may be mounted in one electrode device.

The first sensor 110 may acquire a first signal from a user.
For example, the first sensor 110 may be a photoplethys-
mogram (PPG) sensor for measuring a PPG signal. In this
case, the PPG sensor may include one or more light sources
for emitting light onto a user’s object and one or more
detectors for detecting light reflected or scattered from the
object. In this case, the light source may include a light
emitting diode (LED), a laser diode (LD), a phosphor, and
the like. The light sources may be one light source or an
array of two or more light sources, and each light source may
emit light of different wavelengths. Further, the detector may
include a photodiode, an image sensor, and the like, and may
be one detector or an array of two or more detectors.

However, the first sensor 110 is not limited to the PPG
sensor, and may include a sensor for measuring an electro-
cardiography (ECG) signal, an electromyography (EMG)
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signal, an impedance plethysmogram (IPG) signal, a pres-
sure wave, a video plethysmogram (VPGQG) signal, and the
like.

The second sensor 120 may acquire a second signal from
the user. In this case, the second signal may be a ballisto-
cardiogram (BCG) signal, but is not limited thereto. For
example, the second sensor 120 may include various types
of sensors for measuring the BCG signal, such as a dis-
placement sensor, a velocity sensor, an acceleration sensor,
a load cell sensor, a polyvinylidene fluoride (PVDF) film
sensor, an electro mechanical film (EMFi) sensor, a force
sensor, and the like.

The processor 130 may be electrically connected to the
first sensor 110 and the second sensor 120. The processor
130 may interact with the user and may process the user’s
various requests. In addition, based on receiving a request
for estimating bio-information from the user, the processor
130 may control the first sensor 110 and the second sensor
120.

By using the first signal and the second signal, the
processor 130 may obtain characteristic points for estimat-
ing bio-information. In this case, the bio-information may
include blood pressure, vascular age, arterial stiffness, aortic
pressure waveform, stress index, fatigue level, and the like,
but is not limited thereto.

For example, the processor 130 may obtain a first char-
acteristic point from the first signal, and may obtain a second
characteristic point from the second signal by using the
obtained first characteristic point and a probability distribu-
tion function. In this case, the probability distribution func-
tion may be generated using frequency, with which values of
time intervals between the first characteristic point of the
first signal and the characteristic points of the second signal
appear. The probability distribution function may be a
universal probability distribution function which is pre-
generated based on first signals and second signals acquired
from a plurality of users, or may be a personalized prob-
ability distribution function which is generated based on a
plurality of first signals and second signals acquired from a
specific user.

Based on obtaining the second characteristic point from
the second signal, the processor 130 may obtain features
related to bio-information based on the second characteristic
point, and may estimate bio-information by using the
obtained features.

Referring to FIG. 2, an apparatus 200 for estimating
bio-information according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure includes a communication interface 210 in addi-
tion to the second sensor 120 and the processor 130.

In the embodiment, without the first sensor for measuring
the first signal, the apparatus 200 for estimating bio-infor-
mation may measure the first signal by using an external
device for measuring the first signal through the communi-
cation interface 210.

For example, based on receiving a request for estimating
bio-information from a user, the processor 130 may control
an external device through the communication interface 210
simultaneously with controlling the second sensor 120. In
this case, the external device may be a smartphone having
the first sensor, a wearable device, and the like. The pro-
cessor 130 may control the external device to measure the
first signal from a first object of the user, and at the same
time may control the second sensor 120 to measure the
second signal from a second object. For example, the first
object may be the user’s finger and the second object may be
the user’s wrist. That is, in the case where the apparatus 200
for estimating bio-information is mounted in a smart watch
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6

worn on the wrist and the external device is a smartphone,
and when the user touches the first sensor of the smartphone
with the finger while wearing the smart watch on the wrist,
the first signal and the second signal may be measured at the
same time. However, the measurement is not limited thereto.

The communication interface 210 may communicate with
the external device by using wired and wireless communi-
cation techniques under the control of the processor 130, and
may receive and transmit a control signal of the processor
130 and/or the first signal measured by the external device.
In this case, examples of the wired and wireless communi-
cation techniques include Bluetooth communication, Blu-
etooth Low Energy (BLE) communication, Near Field Com-
munication (NFC), wireless local area network (WLAN)
communication, Zigbee communication, Infrared Data
Association (IrDA) communication, wireless fidelity (Wi-
Fi) Direct (WFD) communication, Ultra-Wideband (UWB)
communication, Ant+ communication, Wi-Fi communica-
tion, Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) communica-
tion, 3G communication, 4G communication, 5G commu-
nication, and the like. However, the communication
techniques are not limited thereto.

Based on the first signal and the second signal being
acquired, the processor 130 may obtain the first character-
istic point from the first signal and may obtain the second
characteristic point for estimating bio-information from the
second signal by using the probability distribution function,
as described above. Further, the processor 130 may estimate
bio-information based on the obtained second characteristic
point.

Referring to FIG. 3, an apparatus 300 for estimating
bio-information according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure includes the first sensor 110, the second sensor
120, the processor 130, the communication interface 210, an
output interface 310, and a storage 320. In this case, the first
sensor 110 may be omitted as described in FIG. 2.

As described above, the communication interface 210
may receive the first signal from an external device under the
control of the processor 130. In addition, the communication
interface 210 may receive, from the external device, a
variety of information for estimating bio-information such
as, for example, reference information such as a pre-defined
universal probability distribution function, a bio-informa-
tion estimation model, and the like. Further, based the
processor 130 obtaining a bio-information estimation result,
the communication interface 210 may transmit the bio-
information estimation result to the external device.

The output interface 310 may output processing results of
the processor 130. For example, the output interface 310
may provide a user with information such as characteristic
points obtained from each of the first signal and the second
signal, the bio-information estimation result, health condi-
tion information based on the bio-information estimation
result, warning information, and the like, by using various
output modules. For example, the output interface 310 may
provide the information by various visual/non-visual meth-
ods using a display module, a speaker, a haptic module, and
the like.

The storage 320 may store programs or commands for
processing various operations performed by the apparatus
300 for estimating bio-information. Further, the storage 320
may store a variety of reference information for estimating
bio-information and various data generated by the first
sensor 110, the second sensor 120 and the processor 130. In
this case, the reference information may include various
types of information used for estimating bio-information,
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such as the pre-defined probability distribution function, the
bio-information estimation model, a user’s age, sex, health
condition, and the like.

In this case, the storage 320 may include least one storage
medium of a flash memory type memory, a hard disk type
memory, a multimedia card micro type memory, a card type
memory (e.g., a secure digital (SD) memory, an extreme
digital (XD) memory, etc.), a Random Access Memory
(RAM), a Static Random Access Memory (SRAM), a Read
Only Memory (ROM), an Electrically Erasable Program-
mable Read Only Memory (EEPROM), a Programmable
Read Only Memory (PROM), a magnetic memory, a mag-
netic disk, and an optical disk, and the like. Further, the
storage 320 may include an external storage medium such as
web storage, and the like.

FIGS. 4 and 5 are block diagrams illustrating embodi-
ments of a processor 130 of FIGS. 1 to 3. FIGS. 6A to 6D
are diagrams explaining examples of obtaining characteris-
tic points from a BCG signal.

Referring to FIG. 4, the processor 130 according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure includes a preproces-
sor 410, a first characteristic point obtainer 420, a second
characteristic point obtainer 430, and an estimator 440.

The preprocessor 410 may preprocess a first signal and a
second signal. For example, based on receiving the first
signal and the second signal, the preprocessor 410 may
remove noise, such as motion noise, by using various noise
removal methods such as filtering, smoothing, and the like.
For example, if the first signal is an ECG signal, the
preprocessor 410 may perform band-pass filtering with a
cutoff frequency of 1 Hz to 40 Hz; if the first signal is a PPG
signal, the preprocessor 410 may perform band-pass filtering
with a cutoff frequency of 1 Hz to 10 Hz; and if the second
signal is a BCG signal, the preprocessor 410 may perform
band-pass filtering with a cutoff frequency of 0.8 Hz to 20
Hz.

The first characteristic point obtainer 420 may obtain a
first characteristic point, which is used as a reference for
obtaining a second characteristic point of the second signal,
from the first signal. For example, FIG. 6A illustrates a PPG
signal as the first signal, and various characteristic points
which can be detected from the PPG signal. As illustrated in
FIG. 6 A, various characteristic points which can be detected
from the PPG signal may include, for example, a local
maximum point gof a first-order differential signal, a local
maximum point (2) of the PPG signal in an interval after the
local maximum point of the first-order differential signal, a
local maximum point of a second-order differential
signal, a local minimum point @ of the PPG signal in an
interval between the local maximum point @ of the PPG
signal and the local maximum point (3) of the second-order
differential signal, an onset point @ of'the PPG signal using
the local maximum point (2) of the PPG signal and the local
minimum point @ of'the PPG signal, and the like, but is not
limited thereto.

As described above, the first characteristic point obtainer
420 may determine, as the first characteristic point used as
reference for obtaining the second characteristic point, any
one predetermined characteristic point, e.g., the onset point
@ of the PPG signal among various characteristic points
which may be detected from the first signal. In this case, the
first characteristic point is not limited to the onset point of
the PPG signal, and may be defined differently according to
various criteria such as a type of the first signal, a type of the
second signal, a user’s age, sex, health condition, and the
like. For example, if the first signal is the PPG signal, the
first characteristic point obtainer 420 may determine the
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local maximum point of the PPG signal as the first charac-
teristic point in addition to the onset point of the PPG signal,
and if the first signal is the ECG signal, the first character-
istic point obtainer 420 may determine the R-wave as the
first characteristic point.

The second characteristic point obtainer 430 may obtain
a one-period signal by segmenting the second signal by
performing beat gating on the second signal based on the
first characteristic point obtained by the first characteristic
point obtainer 420. Further, the second characteristic point
obtainer 430 may determine a detection region from the
one-period signal of the obtained second signal based on the
first characteristic point, and may obtain the second char-
acteristic point in the determined detection region.

Hereinafter, an example of obtaining the second charac-
teristic point from the second signal will be described with
reference to FIGS. 6B and 6C. In this case, FIG. 6B
illustrates a case in which the first signal is the PPG signal
and the second signal is the BCG signal, and FIG. 6C
illustrates a case where the first signal is the ECG signal and
the second signal is the BCG signal.

Referring to FIG. 6B, the first characteristic point obtainer
420 may obtain onset points P1, P2 and P3 as the first
characteristic points from the PPG signal. The second char-
acteristic point obtainer 430 may segment the signal into
one-period signals (e.g., beat numbers 135, 136 and 137) by
gating the BCG signal based on points corresponding to
50% of a heart period (HP) of the first characteristic points
P1, P2 and P3. The second characteristic point obtainer 430
may select, as a representative signal, a one-period signal
(e.g., beat number 136) from among the segmented one-
period signals, and may obtain a BCG characteristic point in
the selected representative signal (e.g., beat number 136) as
the second characteristic point for use in estimating bio-
information.

For example, the second characteristic point obtainer 430
may set an interval, corresponding to the 50% heart period
(HP) preceding the first characteristic point P2, as a detec-
tion region SR in the representative signal, and may obtain
J-wave points J1 and J2 of the BCG signal as candidate
characteristic points in the detection region. In this case,
depending on a type of the first signal, the second charac-
teristic point obtainer 430 may determine different intervals
of the BCG signal as the detection region.

Based on detecting the candidate characteristic points J1
and J2 in the BGC signal, the second characteristic point
obtainer 430 may determine at least one of the candidate
characteristic points J1 and J2 as the second characteristic
point by using the first characteristic point P2 and a pre-
defined probability distribution function (PDF). In this case,
the probability distribution function is a universal probabil-
ity distribution function (PDF), i.e., a PDF which is pre-
defined by obtaining time intervals between the first char-
acteristic point of the first signal and the candidate
characteristic points of the second signal, which are obtained
for a plurality of users, and by using frequency of the
obtained time intervals.

For example, the second characteristic point obtainer 430
may calculate time intervals between the first characteristic
point P2 and the candidate characteristic points J1 and J2 of
the BCG signal, and may determine a candidate character-
istic point, having a maximum likelihood in the probability
distribution function (PDF), as the second characteristic
point among the calculated time intervals of the candidate
characteristic points. For example, as illustrated in FIG. 6B,
a time interval between the first characteristic point P2 and
the candidate characteristic point J1 of the BCG signal is 195
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ms, and a time interval between the first characteristic point
P2 and the candidate characteristic point J2 of the BCG
signal is 119 ms. FIG. 6D illustrates a normalized probabil-
ity distribution function (PDF), in which a probability for a
time interval (195 ms) of the candidate characteristic point
J1 is 0.08 and a probability for a time interval (119 ms) of
the candidate characteristic point J2 is 0.00, such that the
candidate characteristic point J1 may be determined as the
second characteristic point.

In another example, the second characteristic point
obtainer 430 may determine candidate characteristic points,
having a likelihood in the probability distribution function
(PDF) which is greater than or equal to a predetermined
threshold value, among time intervals calculated for all the
candidate characteristic points J1 and J2 of the BCG signal,
and may determine a candidate characteristic point, which
satisfies a predetermined condition, as the second charac-
teristic point among the determined candidate characteristic
points. For example, if the second signal is the BCG signal,
the second characteristic point obtainer 430 may determine
a candidate characteristic point, which has a highest likeli-
hood and satisfies a first condition that an amplitude is
within a predetermined range (e.g., 2 mg to 20 mg) and a
second condition that a negative peak value exists within
100 ms before/after the candidate characteristic point, as the
second characteristic point among candidate characteristic
points having a likelihood greater than or equal to a prede-
termined threshold value for each time interval of the PDF.

Referring to FIG. 6C, the first characteristic point obtainer
420 may obtain R-waves R1, R2 and R3 of the ECG signal
as the first characteristic points. By performing gating on the
signal based on the R-waves, the second characteristic point
obtainer 430 may segment the ECG signal into one-period
signals (e.g., beat numbers 135, 136, and 137). As described
above, the second characteristic point obtainer 430 may
obtain the candidate characteristic points J1 and J2 of the
BCG signal by using any one one-period signal (beat
number 136). In this case, by considering that the first signal
is the ECG signal, the second characteristic point obtainer
430 may set an interval of a one-period signal following the
first characteristic point R2 as a detection region, and may
obtain the candidate characteristic points J1 and J2 in the set
detection region. The second characteristic point obtainer
430 may determine the second characteristic point by the
aforementioned various methods using the PDF and the time
intervals PTT2 and PTT1 between the obtained candidate
characteristic points J1 and J2 and the first characteristic
point R2.

As described above, by detecting the characteristic points
of the BCG signal by using a pre-defined probability distri-
bution function (PDF), the characteristic points may be
detected with a small amount of calculations, and erroneous
detection of characteristic points due to noise and the like
may be reduced, thereby improving accuracy in estimating
bio-information.

The estimator 440 may estimate bio-information by using
the second characteristic point obtained by the second
characteristic point obtainer 430. For example, the estimator
440 may obtain features, related to bio-information, by using
the second characteristic point, and may estimate bio-infor-
mation by using the obtained features related to bio-infor-
mation.

For example, the estimator 440 may obtain, as features
related to bio-information, time and/or amplitude values of
the obtained second characteristic point or a combination
thereof, and may estimate bio-information by using a bio-
information estimation model which defines a correlation
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between the time and/or amplitude values of the second
characteristic point and a bio-information value. In this case,
the bio-information estimation model may be pre-defined
using various methods such as linear/nonlinear regression
analysis, neural networks, deep learning, and the like.

In another example, if the second characteristic point is a
BCG J-peak measured on the wrist, the estimator 440 may
obtain a J-K time interval, a K amplitude, a K-L. amplitude,
and the like as features related to, for example, arterial
stiffness, pulse transit time, aortic PP, or Distal PP. In this
case, the K-wave of the BCG signal is generally a footward
wave occurring after the J-wave, and the L-wave is head-
ward deflection occurring after the K-wave. In this case,
blood pressure-related features may be defined differently
depending on measurement portions of the BCG signal. The
estimator 440 may estimate blood pressure by applying a
blood pressure estimation model to the obtained blood
pressure-related features.

Referring to FIG. 5, a processor 500 according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure includes the prepro-
cessor 410, the first characteristic point obtainer 420, the
second characteristic point obtainer 430, the estimator 440,
and a probability distribution function generator 510. The
preprocessor 410, the first characteristic point obtainer 420,
the second characteristic point obtainer 430, and the esti-
mator 440 are described above with reference to FIG. 4, and
thus descriptions thereof will be omitted below.

The probability distribution function generator 510 may
determine a personalization condition of the probability
distribution function, and based on determining that the
personalization condition is satisfied, the probability distri-
bution function generator 510 may generate a probability
distribution function personalized for a specific user. For
example, the personalization condition may be pre-defined,
such as a case where the number of beats segmented by beat
gating of the second signal is accumulated to be greater than
or equal to a predetermined threshold value (e.g., 30), or a
case where the number of times of estimating bio-informa-
tion is greater than or equal to a predetermined threshold
value.

For example, at predetermined times, such as based on
receiving a user’s request for estimating bio-information,
based on the first sensor and the second sensor acquiring the
first signal and the second signal respectively, or based on
the estimator 440 completing estimation of bio-information,
the probability distribution function generator 510 may
determine whether the personalization condition is satisfied.
Based on determining that the personalization condition is
satisfied, the probability distribution function generator 510
may generate a personalized probability distribution func-
tion by using a plurality of first signals and second signals
which are acquired for a specific user. For example, the
probability distribution function generator 510 may obtain
first characteristic points from each of the plurality of first
signals, may obtain candidate characteristic points from
each of the plurality of second signals, may calculate time
intervals between the first characteristic points and the
candidate characteristic points at corresponding times, may
generate a personalized probability distribution function by
using frequency of the calculated time intervals, and may
update a pre-stored probability distribution function (PDF).

If the probability distribution function generator 510
determines that the personalization condition is not satisfied,
the second characteristic point may be obtained by using a
universal probability distribution function which is pre-
defined for a plurality of users, as described above.
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Based on generating the probability distribution function
personalized for a specific user, the probability distribution
function generator 510 may calibrate the probability distri-
bution function at predetermined intervals or in response to
a user’s request.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a method of estimating
bio-information according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure. The method of FIG. 7 may be performed by the
apparatuses 100, 200 and 300 for estimating bio-information
according to the embodiments of FIGS. 1 to 3, which is
described in detail above, and thus will be briefly described
below.

In response to a request for estimating bio-information,
the apparatuses 100, 200 and 300 for estimating bio-infor-
mation may measure a first signal in operation 710 and may
measure a second signal in operation 720. The first signal
may include an ECG signal, a PPG signal and the like, and
the second signal may include a BCG signal. The first signal
and the second signal may be measured concurrently, sub-
stantially concurrently, at different times, etc.

Then, the apparatuses 100, 200 and 300 for estimating
bio-information may obtain a first characteristic point from
the first signal in operation 730. For example, in the case of
the PPG signal, the first characteristic point may be a PPG
onset point; and in the case of the ECG signal, the first
characteristic point may be an R-wave, but the first charac-
teristic point is not limited thereto.

Subsequently, the apparatuses 100, 200 and 300 for
estimating bio-information may obtain a second character-
istic point from the second signal based on the first charac-
teristic point and a probability distribution function (PDF) in
operation 740. For example, the apparatuses 100, 200 and
300 for estimating bio-information may obtain a represen-
tative one-period signal by performing beat gating on the
second signal based on the first characteristic point, and may
obtain the second characteristic point from the obtained
representative signal. For example, if the second signal is the
BCG signal, the apparatuses 100, 200 and 300 for estimating
bio-information may obtain J-peaks as candidate character-
istic points in a time interval of the representative signal
preceding the first characteristic point, may calculate time
intervals between the first characteristic point and each of
the candidate characteristic points, and may obtain, as the
second characteristic point, a candidate characteristic point
having a maximum likelihood in the PDF or a candidate
characteristic point satisfying a predetermined condition,
which is described above in detail, and thus a description
thereof will be omitted below.

Next, the apparatuses 100, 200 and 300 for estimating
bio-information may estimate bio-information based on the
second characteristic point in operation 750. For example,
the apparatuses 100, 200 and 300 for estimating bio-infor-
mation may obtain features related to bio-information based
on the second characteristic point, and may estimate bio-
information by using a pre-defined bio-information estima-
tion model based on the features related to bio-information.
Further, the apparatuses 100, 200 and 300 for estimating
bio-information may output an estimated bio-information
value, warning information based on the estimated bio-
information value, and the like.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a method of estimating
bio-information according to another embodiment of the
present disclosure. The method of FIG. 8 may be performed
by the apparatuses 100, 200 and 300 for estimating bio-
information according to the embodiments of FIGS. 1 to 3,
which is described in detail above, and thus will be briefly
described below.
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In response to a request for estimating bio-information,
the apparatuses 100, 200 and 300 for estimating bio-infor-
mation may measure a first signal in operation 810 and may
measure a second signal in operation 820.

Then, the apparatuses 100, 200 and 300 for estimating
bio-information may obtain a first characteristic point from
the first signal in operation 830.

Subsequently, the apparatuses 100, 200 and 300 for
estimating bio-information may determine whether a per-
sonalization condition of a probability distribution function
(PDF) is satisfied in operation 840. In this case, the person-
alization condition may be defined such that the PDF is
personalized it a number of beats of the second signal, which
is acquired for a specific user, is greater than or equal to a
predetermined threshold value, or if a cumulative number of
times of estimating bio-information is greater than or equal
to a predetermined threshold value. However, the personal-
ization condition is not limited thereto. In this case, the
determining of the personalization condition in operation
840 is not necessarily performed after the obtaining of the
first characteristic point in 830, and in response to receipt of
a request for estimating bio-information, the determining of
the personalization condition in 840 may be performed
before the measuring of the first signal in 810 or after
estimating of bio-information in 880.

Then, based on determining in operation 840 that the
personalization condition is satisfied, the apparatuses 100,
200 and 300 for estimating bio-information may generate a
probability distribution function, which is personalized for a
specific user, by using a plurality of first signals and second
signals acquired from the specific user in 850. A detailed
description thereof will be omitted.

Based on determining in 840 that the personalization
condition is not satisfied, the apparatuses 100, 200 and 300
for estimating bio-information may obtain a universal prob-
ability distribution function in operation 860, which is
pre-defined for a plurality of users, from a storage or an
external device in which the probability distribution function
is pre-stored.

Then, the apparatuses 100, 200 and 300 for estimating
bio-information may obtain a second characteristic point
from the second signals based on the first characteristic point
and the probability distribution function in operation 870. A
detailed description thereof will be omitted.

Subsequently, the apparatuses 100, 200 and 300 for
estimating bio-information may estimate bio-information
based on the second characteristic point in operation 880.
For example, the apparatuses 100, 200 and 300 for estimat-
ing bio-information may obtain features related to bio-
information based on the second characteristic point, and
may estimate bio-information based on the features related
to bio-information by using a pre-defined bio-information
estimation model. Further, the apparatuses 100, 200 and 300
for estimating bio-information may output an estimated
bio-information value, warning information based on the
estimated bio-information value, and the like.

FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating a wearable device accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present disclosure. The afore-
mentioned embodiments of the apparatuses 100, 200 and
300 for estimating bio-information may be mounted in a
smart watch worn on a wrist as illustrated in FIG. 9.

Referring to FIG. 9, the wearable device 900 includes a
main body 910 and a strap 930.

The main body 910 may be formed to have various
shapes, and may include modules which are mounted inside
or outside of the main body 910 to perform the aforemen-
tioned function of estimating bio-information and various
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other functions. A battery may be embedded in the main
body 910 or the strap 930 to supply power to various
modules of the wearable device 900.

The strap 930 may be connected to the main body 910.
The strap 930 may be flexible so as to be bent around a
user’s wrist. The strap 930 may be bent in a manner that
allows the strap 930 to be detached from the user’s wrist or
may be formed as a band that is not detachable. Air may be
injected into the strap 930 or an airbag may be included in
the strap 930, so that the strap 930 may have elasticity
according to a change in pressure applied to the wrist, and
the strap 930 may transmit the change in pressure of the
wrist to the main body 910.

The main body 910 may include a sensor 920. The sensor
920 may be mounted on a rear surface of the main body 910,
which comes into contact with the upper portion of a user’s
wrist, and may include a PPG sensor which measures a PPG
signal from an object and includes a light source for emitting
light onto the skin of the wrist and a detector for detecting
light scattered or reflected from the object. The sensor 920
may further include an acceleration sensor or a force sensor
which measures a BCG signal from the object.

A processor may be mounted in the main body 910, and
may be electrically connected to various modules, mounted
in the wearable device 900, to control operations thereof.
The processor may obtain a reference characteristic point by
using a PPG signal measured by the sensor 920, and may
obtain a BCG characteristic point from a BCG signal by
using the reference characteristic point and a universal
probability distribution function or a personalized probabil-
ity distribution function. Further, the processor may estimate
bio-information, e.g., blood pressure, by using the obtained
BCG characteristic point.

Further, the main body 910 may include a storage which
stores processing results of the processor and a variety of
information. In this case, the variety of information may
include reference information related to estimating bio-
information, as well as information associated with func-
tions of the wearable device 900.

In addition, the main body 910 may also include a
manipulator 940 which receives a user’s control command
and transmits the received control command to the proces-
sor. The manipulator 940 may include a power button to
input a command to turn on/off the wearable device 900.

A display may be mounted on a front surface of the main
body 910, and may include a touch panel for receiving a
touch input. The display may receive a touch input from a
user, may transmit the received touch input to the processor,
and may display a processing result of the processor. For
example, the display may display an estimated bio-informa-
tion value and warning/alarm information.

Moreover, a communication interface, provided for com-
munication with an external device such as a user’s mobile
terminal, may be mounted in the main body 910. The
communication interface may transmit a bio-information
estimation result to an external device, e.g., a user’s smart-
phone, to display the result to the user. However, the
communication interface is not limited thereto, and may
transmit and receive a variety of necessary information.

In addition, if the sensor 920 includes only the sensor for
measuring the BCG signal, the communication interface
may communicate with an external device, e.g., a smart-
phone, and may control a PPG sensor mounted in the
smartphone to receive a PPG signal from the smartphone. In
this case, the processor may generate guide information for
guiding a contact position or a contact state of a user’s finger
being in contact with a display of the smartphone, and may
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transmit the guide information to the smartphone through
the communication interface to output the guide information
to the display of the smartphone.

FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating a smart device according
to an embodiment of the present disclosure. In this case, the
smart device may be a smartphone, a tablet PC, and the like,
and may include the aforementioned apparatuses 100, 200
and 300 for estimating bio-information.

Referring to FIG. 10, the smart device 1000 includes a
main body 1010 and a sensor 1030 mounted on one surface
of the main body 1010. The sensor 1030 may include a PPG
sensor including at least one or more light sources 1031 and
a detector 1032. As illustrated in FIG. 10, the sensor 1030
may be mounted on a rear surface of the main body 1010,
but is not limited thereto, and may be configured in com-
bination with a fingerprint sensor or a touch panel mounted
on a front surface of the main body 1010. In addition, the
main body 1010 may further include an acceleration sensor
or a force sensor which measures a BCG signal.

Further, a display may be mounted on a front surface of
the main body 1010. The display may visually display a
bio-information estimation result and the like. The display
may include a touch panel, and may receive a variety of
information input through the touch panel and transmit the
received information to the processor.

Moreover, an image sensor 1020 may be mounted in the
main body 1010. When a user’s finger approaches the sensor
1030 to measure a PPG signal, the image sensor 1020 may
capture an image of the finger and may transmit the captured
image to the processor. In this case, based on the image of
the finger, the processor may identify a relative position of
the finger with respect to an actual position of the sensor
1030, and may provide the relative position of the finger to
the user through the display, so as to guide measurement of
pulse wave signals with improved accuracy.

As described above, the processor may estimate bio-
information based on the PPG signal and the BCG signal
measured by the sensor 1030. For example, the processor
may obtain a reference characteristic point from the PPG
signal, and may estimate bio-information by obtaining a
BCG characteristic point from the BCG signal based on the
obtained reference characteristic point and the probability
distribution function.

FIGS. 11A to 11C are diagrams illustrating an earphone
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.
Various embodiments of the aforementioned apparatuses
100, 200 and 300 for estimating bio-information may be
mounted in a device, such as an earphone illustrated in
FIGS. 11A to 11C. Here, the earphone includes a wired or
wireless earphone, and may be an earbud-type earphone, a
necklace-type earphone, an earning-type earphone, and the
like, with no limitation on the type of earphones.

Referring to FIGS. 11A and 11B, when a user inserts an
earphone 1100 into an ear 01 and touches the earphone 1100
with a finger 02, a PPG signal and a BCG signal may be
measured, and bio-information may be estimated by using
the measured PPG signal and BCG signal. For example,
referring to FIG. 111B, a BCG sensor 1110 for measuring the
BCG signal may be mounted in the earphone 1100. Further,
a PPG sensor 1120 may be disposed on an outer side of the
earphone 1100 to measure the PPG signal from the finger
being in contact with the earphone 1100 while the earphone
1100 is inserted into the ear. In this case, the BCG sensor
1110 and the PPG sensor 1120 may be disposed on both the
right and left sides of the earphone 1100 or on any one side
thereof.
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Referring to FIG. 11 C, the PPG signal and the BCG signal
may be measured at the same time while the user inserts the
earphone 1100 into the ear. For example, the BCG sensor
1110 for measuring the BCG signal may be mounted inside
the earphone 1100, and the PPG sensor 1120 may be
disposed on an inner side of the earphone 1100 to measure
the PPG signal inside the ear being in contact with the
earphone 1100 while the earphone 1100 is inserted into the
ear. In this case, the BCG sensor 1110 and the PPG sensor
1120 may be disposed on both the right and left sides of the
earphone 1100 or on any one side thereof.

Further, a processor for performing the function of esti-
mating bio-information may be mounted in the earphone
1100 or in an earphone controller. In this case, when the
earphone 1100 is inserted into the ear, the processor controls
the BCG sensor and the PPG sensor, and estimates bio-
information by using the BCG signal and the PPG signal as
described above. The processor may transmit a bio-infor-
mation estimation result to an external device, e.g., a smart-
phone or a wearable device, which is connected by wire or
wirelessly to the processor.

In addition, instead of being mounted in the earphone 110,
the processor for performing the function of estimating
bio-information may be mounted in an external device, e.g.,
a smartphone or a wearable device, which is connected by
wire or wirelessly to the earphone 1100. The processor of the
external device may receive the BCG signal and the PPG
signal from the BCG sensor 1110 and the PPG sensor 1120
of the earphone 1100, and may estimate bio-information by
using the received signals.

The processor of the external device or the earphone 1100
may visually output the bio-information estimation result for
the user through a display of the external device. Alterna-
tively, when the earphone 1100 is worn on the ear, the
processor may output the bio-information estimation result
by voice through the earphone 1100 based on completing
estimation of bio-information.

The example embodiments of the present disclosure can
be implemented by computer-readable code stored on a
non-transitory computer-readable medium and executed by
a processor. The computer-readable medium may be any
type of recording device in which data is stored in a
computer-readable manner.

Examples of the computer-readable medium include a
ROM, a RAM, a CD-ROM, a magnetic tape, a floppy disc,
an optical data storage, and a carrier wave (e.g., data
transmission through the Internet). The computer-readable
medium can be distributed over a plurality of computer
systems connected to a network so that a computer-readable
code is written thereto and executed therefrom in a decen-
tralized manner. Functional programs, code, and code seg-
ments for implementing the example embodiments of the
present disclosure can be deduced by programmers of ordi-
nary skill in the art.

The present disclosure has been described herein with
regard to example embodiments. However, it will be obvi-
ous to those skilled in the art that various changes and
modifications can be made without changing technical ideas
of the present disclosure. Thus, it is clear that the above-
described embodiments are illustrative in all aspects and are
not intended to limit the present disclosure.

What is claimed is:
1. An apparatus for estimating bio-information of a user,
the apparatus comprising:
a first sensor configured to measure a first signal from the
user;
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a second sensor configured to measure a second signal

from the user; and

a processor configured to:

obtain a first characteristic point from the first signal;

obtain a second characteristic point from the second
signal based on the first characteristic point and a
pre-defined probability distribution function; and

estimate the bio-information of the user based on the
second characteristic point,

wherein the processor is further configured to:

obtain one or more candidate characteristic points from
the second signal;

calculate one or more time intervals between each of
the one or more candidate characteristic points and
the first characteristic point; and

obtain the second characteristic point based on the one
or more time intervals of each of the one or more
candidate characteristic points and the pre-defined
probability distribution function, and

wherein the first signal comprises at least one of an

electrocardiography (ECG) signal, a photoplethysmo-
gram (PPG) signal, an electromyography (EMG) sig-
nal, an impedance plethysmogram (IPG) signal, a pres-
sure wave, and a video plethysmogram (VPG) signal.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein

the second signal comprises a ballistocardiogram (BCG)

signal.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the processor is
further configured to:

obtain, as the second characteristic point, a candidate

characteristic point having a maximum likelihood
among the one or more time intervals of each of the one
or more candidate characteristic points by using the
pre-defined probability distribution function.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein by using the pre-
defined probability distribution function, the processor is
further configured to:

determine the one or more candidate characteristic points

having a likelihood, which is greater than or equal to a
predetermined threshold value, among the one or more
time intervals of each of the one or more candidate
characteristic points; and

obtain a candidate characteristic point, which satisfies a

predetermined condition, as the second characteristic
point from among the one or more candidate charac-
teristic points having the likelihood that is greater than
or equal to the predetermined threshold value.

5. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the predetermined
condition comprises at least one of a first condition that an
amplitude of the one or more candidate characteristic points
is within a predetermined range, and a second condition that
a negative peak value exists within a predetermined time
interval before and after the one or more candidate charac-
teristic points.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the processor is
further configured to:

determine a detection region of the second signal based on

the first characteristic point of the first signal; and
obtain the second characteristic point in the detection
region.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the pre-defined
probability distribution function is pre-defined based on
distribution of time intervals between first characteristic
points of first signals and candidate characteristic points of
second signals, which are acquired from a plurality of users.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein in response to a
personalization condition of the pre-defined probability dis-
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tribution function being satisfied, the processor is further
configured to generate a personalized probability distribu-
tion function which is personalized for the user based on a
plurality of first signals and second signals acquired from the
user.

9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the personalization
condition of the pre-defined probability distribution function
comprises a condition that a number of beats of the second
signal, acquired from the user, is greater than or equal to a
predetermined threshold value.

10. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the processor is
further configured to:

obtain features related to the bio-information of the user

based on the second characteristic point; and

obtain the bio-information of the user based on the

features related to the bio-information of the user.
11. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the bio-informa-
tion comprises at least one of blood pressure, vascular age,
arterial stiffness, aortic pressure waveform, stress index, and
fatigue level.
12. A method of estimating bio-information of a user, the
method comprising:
measuring a first signal from the user;
measuring a second signal from the user;
obtaining a first characteristic point from the first signal;
obtaining a second characteristic point from the second
signal based on the obtained first characteristic point
and a pre-defined probability distribution function; and

estimating the bio-information of the user based on the
second characteristic point,

wherein the obtaining the second characteristic point

comprises:

obtaining one or more candidate characteristic points
from the second signal;

calculating one or more time intervals between each of
the one or more candidate characteristic points and
the first characteristic point; and

obtaining the second characteristic point based on the
one or more time intervals of each of the one or more
candidate characteristic points and the pre-defined
probability distribution function, and

wherein the first signal comprises at least one of an

electrocardiography (ECG) signal, a photoplethysmo-
gram (PPG) signal, an electromyography (EMG) sig-

10

30

35

40

18

nal, an impedance plethysmogram (IPG) signal, a pres-
sure wave, and a video plethysmogram (VPG) signal.
13. The method of claim 12, wherein the obtaining the
second characteristic point comprises obtaining, as the sec-
ond characteristic point, a candidate characteristic point
having a maximum likelihood among the one or more time
intervals of each of the one or more candidate characteristic
points by using the pre-defined probability distribution func-

tion.

14. The method of claim 12, wherein the obtaining the
second characteristic point comprises:

by using the pre-defined probability distribution function,
determining the one or more candidate characteristic
points having a likelihood, which is greater than or
equal to a predetermined threshold value, among the
one or more time intervals of each of the one or more
candidate characteristic points; and

obtaining a candidate characteristic point, which satisfies
a predetermined condition, as the second characteristic
point from among the one or more candidate charac-
teristic points.

15. The method of claim 12, wherein the obtaining the

second characteristic point comprises:

determining a detection region of the second signal based
on the first characteristic point of the first signal; and

obtaining the second characteristic point in the detection
region.

16. The method of claim 12, further comprising:

determining whether a personalization condition of the
pre-defined probability distribution function is satis-
fied; and

generating a personalized probability distribution func-
tion, which is personalized for the user, based on a
plurality of first signals and second signals acquired
from the user.

17. The method of claim 12, further comprising:

obtaining features related to the bio-information of the
user based on the second characteristic point; and

obtaining the bio-information of the user based on the
features related to bio-information of the user.
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