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To all whom it may concern-

Be it known that I, OTT0 BECKMANN, a sub-
ject of the Grand Duke of Baden, residing at,
Maunheim, D 6, in the Grand Duchy of Ba-
den, in the German Empire, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in a
Combined Pencil Holder or Protectorand Let-
ter-Balance, (for which I have applied for pat-
ents in Belgium, dated December 18, 1899, and
in Denmark, dated December 14, 1899,) of
which the following is a specification.

The iuability to quickly weigh letters for
the purpose of stamping the same is an in-
convenience thatis often experienced. Trav-
elers who have often to quickly write their
letters in pencil and inclose a number of slips
containiug orders and other matter are espe-
cially inconvenienced in this respect. This
inveution is designed for the purpose of over-
coming thisinconvenience by affording means
hy which everybody is enabled to most easily
ascertain the weight of letters before de-
spatehing them. '

In carrying out this invention [ combine a
pencil holder or protector with a letter-bal-
ance in such a manner that the exterior ap-
pearance of the former is not materially al-
tered.

On the accompanying drawings this inven-
tion is illustrated, Figure 1 heing an eleva-
tion; Fig. 2, a vertieal section when the let-
ter-balance is not in use; Fig. 3, a vertical
section showing the letter-balance when in
use; Fig. 4, the combined pencil holder or
protector and letter-balance with a letter sus-
pended from the same.

As will be seen from the drawings, the in-
vention comprises the pencil holder or pro-
tector a, which can be suspended fromn the
watch or other chain by the ring b. It is

usual tosplit such peneil holders or protectors

in order to obtain a good grip of the peneil.
In the upper part of the holder or protector
there is a rod ¢, which is normally kept in the
i~side of the holder or protector by a spring
d bearing on the plate e, provided at the end
of the rod c. Ou the rod ¢ a scale fis pro-
vided, the separate divisions of which repre-
sent different weights. When after remov-
ing the pencil the holder or protector is sus-
pended by holding the ring b, the top of the
said holder or protector corresponds exactly
to the zero-mark on the scale f.

In order to weigh letters or the like, they
are pushed into the slot ¢, by which they wiil
be held, whereupon the holder or protector
will sink and give the weight of the objeet in
question on the scale f,

What I elaim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States, is—

A pocket-balance for lettersand other mail-
matter, comprising solely: a single tube hav-
ing diametrically-opposite longitudinal slots
in its side walls at one end for holding the
article to be weighed, a graduated rod in the
interior of said tube passing through the end
thereof opposite to that having the slots, a
ring on the outside end of the graduated roi
passing through a hole in the outside eni of

the said vod, holding all the parts together,

and a loose spring likewise within the tube
coiled around the gradnated rod and bearing
ab one eud on a headpiece vr plate on the end
of said rod within the tube and at the other
end on that end of the tube through which
the rod puasses, substantially as deseribed.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two witnesses.
OTTO BECKMANN,
Witnesses:
A. NorTING,

T. L. RAND.
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