
Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been
paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Processed by Luminess, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
EP

3 
81

2 
50

1
B

1
*EP003812501B1*

(11) EP 3 812 501 B1
(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the grant of the patent: 
02.10.2024 Bulletin 2024/40

(21) Application number: 20189514.1

(22) Date of filing: 05.08.2020

(51) International Patent Classification (IPC):
D06F 34/14 (2020.01) D06F 33/32 (2020.01)

D06F 103/28 (2020.01) D06F 105/42 (2020.01)

D06F 105/02 (2020.01) D06F 105/52 (2020.01)

D06F 33/37 (2020.01) D06F 33/38 (2020.01)

D06F 34/04 (2020.01) D06F 34/18 (2020.01)

D06F 105/38 (2020.01) D06F 105/58 (2020.01)

(52) Cooperative Patent Classification (CPC): 
D06F 33/37; D06F 34/14; D06F 34/04; D06F 34/26; 
D06F 2103/28; D06F 2105/02; D06F 2105/38; 
D06F 2105/42; D06F 2105/52; D06F 2105/58 

(54) WASHING MACHINE COMPRISING SCENT CONCENTRATION SENSOR AND CONTROL 
METHOD THEREOF

WASCHMASCHINE MIT EINEM SENSOR FÜR DUFTKONZENTRATION UND 
STEUERUNGSVERFAHREN DAFÜR

LAVE-LINGE COMPRENANT UN CAPTEUR DE CONCENTRATION DE PARFUM ET SON 
PROCÉDÉ DE COMMANDE

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR

(30) Priority: 21.10.2019 KR 20190130780

(43) Date of publication of application: 
28.04.2021 Bulletin 2021/17

(73) Proprietor: LG Electronics Inc.
07336 SEOUL (KR)

(72) Inventor: HAN, Sang-hyup
08592 Seoul (KR)

(74) Representative: Ter Meer Steinmeister & Partner
Patentanwälte mbB
Nymphenburger Straße 4
80335 München (DE)

(56) References cited:  
DE-A1- 102007 015 246 DE-A1- 102018 108 775
DE-B3- 102014 224 728 KR-A- 20090 013 520
KR-A- 20100 023 321 US-A1- 2010 139 366
US-A1- 2012 005 842  



EP 3 812 501 B1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

[0001] This present application claims the benefit of
priority to Korean Patent Application No.
10-2019-0130780, entitled "WASHING MACHINE AND
CONTROL METHOD THEREOF," filed on October 21,
2019, in the Korean Intellectual Property Office,.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

[0002] The present invention relates to a washing ma-
chine and a control method thereof and, more particular-
ly, a washing machine capable of reflecting a preference
of a user when an additive is used, and a control method
thereof.

2. Background

[0003] In general, a washing machine is a machine that
washes laundry by using an emulsifying effect of deter-
gent, a frictional force of a water stream made by rotation
of a washing blade, and an impact applied by the washing
blade. Such washing machines mainly use an electric
motor as a main power source, and as the washing, rins-
ing, and spin-drying processes are performed using the
action of detergent and water, contaminants in clothing
are separated from the clothing.
[0004] Recently, as the types of laundry have diversi-
fied, methods for doing laundry have also diversified. In
particular, various additives such as fabric softeners, as
well as detergents, are also used in doing laundry as
required by users.
[0005] Such additives used for doing laundry are gen-
erally produced to have a scent such that users can ex-
perience a feeling of, for example, freshness.
[0006] However, since people have different sensitiv-
ities to smell, some users may not be satisfied with the
intensity of the scent of an additive even when a relatively
large amount of the additive is used. On the contrary,
even when a relatively small amount of additive is added,
other users may feel that the scent of the additive is
strong.
[0007] Accordingly, it is necessary to develop a tech-
nique for a washing machine characterized in that the
amount of an additive added can be appropriately ad-
justed based on the preference of each user.
[0008] With regard to this, Korean Patent Application
Publication No. 10-2018-0079969 (hereinafter referred
to as "related art 1") discloses a washing apparatus and
a control method thereof
[0009] Specifically, related art 1 discloses a washing
apparatus characterized in that a detergent is automati-
cally supplied to a washing tub by using a detergent sup-
ply box which is easily detachable.
[0010] However, in related art 1, the automatic supply
of a detergent is facilitated merely by a motor and a pump

of the washing device, and no feature of adjusting the
supplied amount of detergent based on a preference of
a user is considered.
[0011] In addition, Korean Patent Application Publica-
tion No. 10-2018-0080013 (hereinafter referred to as "re-
lated art 2") also discloses a washing apparatus and a
control method thereof
[0012] Specifically, related art 2 discloses a washing
apparatus characterized in that a user intuitively checks
a remaining amount of a detergent received in a deter-
gent box and an operation related to the supply of the
detergent.
[0013] However, related art 2 does not consider a fea-
ture of adjusting the supplied amount of the detergent
based on the preference of the user. Although the wash-
ing apparatus of related art 2 provides the user with in-
tuitive information, it cannot be deemed that a preference
of the user is considered in related art 2.
[0014] As described above, existing washing ma-
chines have a limitation in that the amount of an additive
added is not appropriately adjusted based on the prefer-
ence of each user.
[0015] DE 10 2014 224728 B3 relates to a laundry care
device for taking care of laundry, the laundry care device
having a laundry drum for receiving laundry, a mist gen-
erating device for generating a water mist, and a tub for
receiving of the water mist, and a deodoris-er having an
ozone generating element for generating ozone. The mist
generation device is designed to generate a quantity of
water mist in a first period of time and to supply it to the
tub. The ozone generating element is designed to gen-
erate an amount of ozone in a second period of time
following the first period of time and to supply it to the tub
in order to bring about an odor reduction in the tub. The
deodorizing device further comprises an additive dis-
pensing element which is designed to dispense an
amount of the additive through the mist generating device
to the tub in a third period of time following the second
period in order to add the additive to the laundry to be
fed into the laundry drum.
[0016] KR 2010 0023321 A presents a clothes proc-
essor is composed of a fragrance emitting unit, a fra-
grance sensor, a controller. The fragrance emitting unit
supplies fragrance to inside a drum. The fragrance sen-
sor senses the degree of emitting fragrance supplied to
the drum. The controller notifies a user of the degree of
emitting fragrance, or controls the degree of emitting fra-
grance depending on the sensed fragrance.
[0017] KR 2009 0013520 A presents a washing ma-
chine and method for controlling washing thereof are pro-
vided to measure whole pollution level of laundry by pro-
viding air and rotating a drum which is operating after an
air wash or during the air wash. A washing machine and
method for controlling washing thereof process an air
wash before a cloth cleaning process. The pollution level
of laundry is measured after the air wash or during the
air wash. According to the measured pollution level, the
time of the cloth cleaning process is adjusted or the cloth
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cleaning process is added. The pollution level of laundry
is measured by using a turbidity sensor mounted on the
draining passage pipe.
[0018] US 2012/005842 A1 presents a method, for op-
timizing a rinsing phase in a washing machine includes
introducing rinsing liquid in a last step of the rinsing phase
into an out-er tub of the washing machine. A sensor de-
tects a presence of fabric softener in the rinsing liquid to
produce a signal which is compared with a reference sig-
nal to determine the presence of fabric softener in the
rinsing liquid. Rinsing is executed with water only in the
absence of fabric softener, or with water and fabric sof-
tener in the presence of fabric softener, with a washing
kinetics reduced by at least 15% when rinsing involves
water and fabric softener and including a switch-on time,
duration of a reversing cycle, and rotational speed of a
drum of the outer tub. Switch-on time and rotational
speed are hereby each reduced by at least 20% whereas
duration of the reversing cycle is increased by at least
20%.
[0019] US 2010/139366 A1 relates to a laundry treat-
ment appliance laundry treatment appliance including a
container to hold laundry items, and an odor sensor with
at least two gas sensors that are different in respect of
their reaction to different chemical characteristics of a
predetermined gas or gas mixture.
[0020] DE 10 2018 108775 A1 relates to a method for
providing an optimization recommendation for a care
process in a care device, the method comprising at least
one step of reading in a care process signal, a step of
comparing and a step of determining a recommendation
signal. In the step of reading in the maintenance process
signal, the maintenance process signal is read. The care
process signal represents at least one care process pa-
rameter of a started or ended care process in a care
device. In the comparison step, the at least one mainte-
nance process parameter is compared with a reference
profile in order to obtain a comparison result. The refer-
ence profile comprises at least one reference parameter
of another maintenance process. In the step of determin-
ing the recommendation signal, the recommendation sig-
nal for providing the optimization recommendation is de-
termined using the comparison result.

SUMMARY

[0021] The present invention is directed to addressing
said shortcomings of existing washing machines.
[0022] Specifically, it is an object of the present inven-
tion to provide a washing ma-chine and a control method
of a washing machine, wherein scent concentration of
an additive used for laundry may be sensed, and it may
be effectively determined whether the sensed scent con-
centration of the additive is appropriate considering the
preference of each user.
[0023] In addition, it is an object of the present invention
is directed to provide a wash-ing machine and a control
method of a washing machine, wherein before laundry

cycles are started, an additive may be added to a washing
tub on the basis of preference of each user.
[0024] Also, it is an object of the present invention to
provide a washing machine and a control method of a
washing machine, wherein even while a laundry cycle is
being performed, the amount of an additive added to the
washing tub may be based on the preference of each
user, to thereby meet the requirement of each user.
[0025] The objects are solved by the features of the
independent claims. Aspects of the present disclosure
are not limited to what have been described above, and
other aspects not mentioned above will be apparent from
the following description to those skilled in the art to which
the present disclosure pertains.
[0026] According to one aspect, a washing machine
comprises: a washing tub in which laundry is received;
an additive supplying part coupled to the washing tub to
supply an additive to the washing tub; a concentration
sensor configured to sense a scent concentration of an
additive measured in the washing tub; and a controller
configured to switch the washing tub to an additional laun-
dry cycle mode according to the scent concentration
sensed by the concentration sensor. The controller may
be configured to perform a method according to any one
of the herein described embodiments. The washing ma-
chine may be configured to perform at least one of a wash
cycle, a rinse cycle, a spin-dry cycle, or an air-dry cycle.
[0027] The washing tub may comprise an air outlet
formed so as to communicate with external air. The con-
centration sensor may be installed in the air outlet so as
to sense the scent concentration
[0028] The washing machine further comprises an in-
formation input interface to which setting information re-
garding the scent concentration of an additive is inputted.
[0029] The washing machine may further comprise a
notification output interface configured to output notifica-
tion information according to the scent concentration
sensed by the concentration sensor. Feedback informa-
tion in response to the notification information may be
inputted to the information input interface.
[0030] The washing machine may further comprise: a
notification transmitter configured to remotely transmit
notification information according to the scent concen-
tration sensed by the concentration sensor. The washing
machine may further comprise: a notification receiver
configured to remotely receive feedback information in
response to the notification information
[0031] The washing machine may further comprise an
information storage in which information on an additional
laundry cycle is stored based on the feedback informa-
tion.
[0032] The washing machine further comprising an in-
formation sharing part configured to synchronize the set-
ting information reflecting the information on an additional
laundry cycle with a neighboring device capable of com-
municating with the washing machine.
[0033] In the additional laundry cycle mode, the con-
troller may be configured to control performing a spin-dry
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cycle when the sensed scent concentration is within a
preset reference range of concentration. In the additional
laundry cycle mode, the controller may be configured to
control performing an additional adding of the additive
when the sensed scent concentration is below the preset
reference range of concentration. In the additional laun-
dry cycle mode, the controller may be configured to con-
trol performing an additional rinse cycle when the sensed
scent concentration is above the preset reference range
of concentration.
[0034] According to another aspect, a control method
for a washing machine, the control method comprises:
completing a rinse cycle of laundry; sensing a scent con-
centration of an additive measured in the washing tub;
and switching the washing tub to an additional laundry
cycle mode according to the sensed scent concentration.
The washing machine may be a washing machine ac-
cording to any one of the herein described embodiments.
In particular, the washing machine comprises a washing
tub to which an additive is supplied by an additive sup-
plying part. The washing machine may be capable of
performing at least one of a wash cycle, a rinse cycle, a
spin-dry cycle, or an air-dry cycle.
[0035] Switching the washing tub to the additional laun-
dry cycle mode may comprise performing a spin-dry cycle
in response to the sensed scent concentration falling
within a reference range of concentration.
[0036] Switching the washing tub to the additional laun-
dry cycle mode may comprise additionally adding an ad-
ditive in response to the sensed scent concentration be-
ing below a reference range of concentration.
[0037] Switching the washing tub to the additional laun-
dry cycle mode may comprise additionally performing a
rinse cycle in response to the sensed scent concentration
exceeding a reference range of concentration.
[0038] The control method further comprises inputting
setting information regarding the scent concentration.
[0039] The control method may further comprise:
transmitting, to a user, notification information according
to the sensed scent concentration; and inputting feed-
back information in response to the notification informa-
tion.
[0040] The control method may further comprise stor-
ing information on an additional laundry cycle based on
the feedback information.
[0041] The control method may further comprise syn-
chronizing the setting information including the informa-
tion on an additional laundry cycle with a neighboring
device (2000) capable of communicating with the wash-
ing machine.
[0042] A washing machine and a control method there-
of according to one aspect of the present disclosure dis-
closes that a scent concentration of an additive is sensed
in the washing tub, and the washing machine may be
controlled according to the sensed scent concentration.
Specifically, in response to a determination that the scent
concentration of an additive sensed in the washing tub
does not meet the requirement of the user, the washing

tub may be switched to an additional laundry cycle mode.
[0043] Also, the washing machine and the control
method thereof according to one aspect of the present
disclosure discloses that each user may set a desired
scent concentration of an additive before laundry cycles
are started. Specifically, before laundry cycles are start-
ed, the user may input, to the washing machine, setting
information regarding the desired scent concentration of
an additive.
[0044] Also, the washing machine and the control
method thereof according to one aspect of the present
disclosure discloses that the user may check whether a
laundry cycle is being performed on the basis of the de-
sired scent concentration of the user, and may adjust the
scent concentration of the additive. Specifically, while a
laundry cycle is being performed, the user may be notified
of a result of sensing the scent concentration of the ad-
ditive, and then may select whether to operate an addi-
tional laundry cycle based on the sensing result.
[0045] In addition, the washing machine and the con-
trol method thereof according to one aspect of the present
disclosure discloses that the scent concentration of an
additive may be sensed in an air outlet which is formed
in the washing tub so as to communicate with external air
[0046] Moreover, the washing machine and the control
method thereof according to one aspect of the present
disclosure discloses that the sensing result of the scent
concentration of an additive may be outputted, and in
response to the sensing result, the user may input feed-
back information.
[0047] Furthermore, the washing machine and the
control method thereof according to one aspect of the
present disclosure discloses that the sensing result of
the scent concentration of an additive may be remotely
transmitted, and the feedback information in response to
the sensing result may be remotely received.
[0048] In addition, the washing machine and the con-
trol method thereof according to one aspect of the present
disclosure discloses that an additional laundry cycle may
be performed according to a selection of the user, and
information on the additional laundry cycle may be
stored.
[0049] Also, the washing machine and the control
method thereof according to one aspect of the present
disclosure discloses that setting information reflecting
the information on the additional laundry cycle may be
transmitted to a device that performs a subsequent proc-
ess for the laundry.
[0050] Furthermore, the washing machine and the
control method thereof according to one aspect of the
present disclosure discloses that in response to the
sensed scent concentration of the additive meeting a re-
quirement of the user, a spin-dry cycle may be performed.
[0051] Moreover, the washing machine and the control
method thereof according to one aspect of the present
disclosure discloses that in response to a determination
that the sensed scent concentration of the additive is rel-
atively low considering the requirement of the user, the
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additive may be additionally added.
[0052] In addition, the washing machine and the con-
trol method thereof according to one aspect of the present
disclosure discloses that in response to a determination
that the sensed scent concentration of the additive is rel-
atively high considering the requirement of the user, a
rinse cycle may be additionally performed.
[0053] Aspects that can be achieved by the present
disclosure are not limited to what has been described
above, and other aspects can be clearly understood from
the following description by those skilled in the art to
which the present disclosure pertains.
[0054] Effects of the washing machine and the control
method thereof according to the present disclosure are
as follows.
[0055] According to at least one of the embodiments
of the present disclosure, in response to a determination
that a result of sensing the scent concentration of an ad-
ditive does not meet the requirement of the user, the
washing tub may be switched to an additional laundry
cycle mode. Accordingly, it may be effectively checked
whether the amount of an additive used is appropriate
considering the preference of each user.
[0056] According to at least one of the embodiments
of the present disclosure, the user may input setting in-
formation regarding a desired scent concentration of an
additive to the washing machine before laundry cycles
are started. Accordingly, the amount of the additive used
may be appropriately adjusted according to the prefer-
ence of each user.
[0057] According to at least one of the embodiments
of the present disclosure, a sensing result of the scent
concentration of an additive may be notified to the user
while a laundry cycle is being performed, and in response
to the notification, the user may select whether to perform
an additional laundry cycle. Accordingly, the amount of
the additive used may be adjusted so as to meet the
preference of each user even while a laundry cycle is
being performed.
[0058] According to at least one of the embodiments
of the present disclosure, since a concentration sensor
configured to sense the scent concentration of an addi-
tive is installed in an air outlet which is formed in the
washing tub so as to communicate with external air, per-
formance of sensing the scent concentration of an addi-
tive may be improved.
[0059] According to at least one of the embodiments
of the present disclosure, the sensing result of the scent
concentration of an additive may be outputted, and in
response to the sensing result, the user may input feed-
back information. Accordingly, the user may quickly and
easily check the state of the washing machine and select
whether to perform an additional laundry cycle.
[0060] According to at least one of the embodiments
of the present disclosure, the sensing result of the scent
concentration of an additive may be remotely transmitted,
and the feedback information in response to the sensing
result may be remotely received. Accordingly, even when

the user is in a location distant from the washing machine,
the user may check the state of the washing machine
and select whether to perform an additional laundry cy-
cle.
[0061] According to at least one of the embodiments
of the present disclosure, an additional laundry cycle may
be performed according to the selection of the user, and
the information on the additional laundry cycle may be
stored, such that when the washing machine is operated
at a later time, the preference of the user is reflected
without the user having to input setting information to the
washing machine.
[0062] According to at least one of the embodiments
of the present disclosure, the setting information includ-
ing the information on the additional laundry cycle may
be transmitted to a device that performs a subsequent
process for the laundry. Accordingly, not only the wash-
ing machine but also the devices performing subsequent
processes for the laundry may appropriately reflect the
preference of the user.
[0063] According to at least one of the embodiments
of the present disclosure, the spin-dry cycle may be per-
formed when the sensed scent concentration meets the
preference of the user. Accordingly, an unnecessary per-
formance of an additional laundry cycle may be prevent-
ed.
[0064] According to at least one of the embodiments
of the present disclosure, in response to a determination
that the sensed scent concentration of an additive is rel-
atively low considering the requirement of the user, the
additive may be additionally added so as to increase the
scent concentration of the additive, to thereby meet the
preference of the user.
[0065] According to at least one of the embodiments
of the present disclosure, in response to a determination
that the sensed scent concentration of an additive is rel-
atively high considering the requirement of the user, a
rinse cycle may be additionally performed so as to de-
crease the scent concentration of the additive, to thereby
meet the preference of the user.
[0066] Further scope of the applicability of the present
disclosure will be apparent from the detailed description
below. However, since various changes and modifica-
tions within the scope of the present disclosure can be
clearly understood by those skilled in the art, it should be
understood that specific embodiments, such as the de-
tailed description and preferable exemplary embodi-
ments of the present disclosure, are just given as exam-
ples.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0067] The foregoing and other aspects, features, and
advantages of the invention, as well as the following de-
tailed description of the embodiments, will be better un-
derstood when read in conjunction with the accompany-
ing drawings. For the purpose of illustrating the present
disclosure, there is shown in the drawings an exemplary
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embodiment, it being understood, however, that the
present disclosure is not intended to be limited to the
details shown. The use of the same reference numerals
or symbols in different drawings indicates similar or iden-
tical items.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an example of a wash-
ing machine according to one embodiment of the
present disclosure.
FIG. 2 is a view schematically illustrating main com-
ponents of the washing machine according to one
embodiment of the present disclosure.
FIG. 3 is a view schematically illustrating an example
of an information input interface and a notification
output interface in the washing machine according
to one embodiment of the present disclosure.
FIG. 4 is a diagram schematically illustrating an ex-
ample of a notification transmitter and a notification
receiver in the washing machine according to one
embodiment of the present disclosure.
FIG. 5 is a view illustrating an example of an infor-
mation sharing part in the washing machine accord-
ing to one embodiment of the present disclosure.
FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating a control method of
a washing machine according to one embodiment
of the present disclosure.
FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a control method of
a washing machine according to another embodi-
ment of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0068] Advantages and features of the present disclo-
sure and methods for achieving them will become appar-
ent from the descriptions of aspects herein below with
reference to the accompanying drawings. However, the
present disclosure is not limited to the aspects disclosed
herein but may be implemented in various different forms.
The aspects are provided to make the description of the
present disclosure thorough and to fully convey the scope
of the present disclosure to those skilled in the art. It is
to be noted that the scope of the present disclosure is
defined only by the claims.
[0069] The shapes, sizes, ratios, angles, the number
of elements given in the drawings are merely exemplary,
and thus, the present disclosure is not limited to the il-
lustrated details. Like reference numerals designate like
elements throughout the specification.
[0070] In relation to describing the present disclosure,
when the detailed description of the relevant known tech-
nology is determined to unnecessarily obscure the gist
of the present disclosure, the detailed description may
be omitted.
[0071] The terminology used herein is for the purpose
of describing particular example embodiments only and
is not intended to be limiting. As used herein, the singular
forms "a," "an," and "the" may be intended to include the
plural forms as well, unless the context clearly indicates

otherwise. The terms "comprises," "comprising," "includ-
ing," and "having," are inclusive and therefore specify the
presence of stated features, integers, steps, operations,
elements, and/or components, but do not preclude the
presence or addition of one or more other features, inte-
gers, steps, operations, elements, components, and/or
groups thereof. The method steps, processes, and op-
erations described herein are not to be construed as nec-
essarily requiring their performance in the particular order
discussed or illustrated, unless specifically identified as
an order of performance. It is also to be understood that
additional or alternative steps may be employed.
[0072] When an element or layer is referred to as being
"on," "engaged to," "connected to," or "coupled to" an-
other element or layer, it may be directly on, engaged,
connected or coupled to the other element or layer, or
intervening elements or layers may be present. In con-
trast, when an element is referred to as being "directly
on," "directly engaged to," "directly connected to," or "di-
rectly coupled to" another element or layer, there may
be no intervening elements or layers present. Other
words used to describe the relationship between ele-
ments should be interpreted in a like fashion (e.g., "be-
tween" versus "directly between," "adjacent" versus "di-
rectly adjacent," etc.). As used herein, the term "and/or"
includes any and all combinations of one or more of the
associated listed items.
[0073] Spatially relative terms, such as "inner," "outer,"
"beneath," "below," "lower," "above," "upper," and the
like, may be used herein for ease of description to de-
scribe one element or feature’s relationship to another
element (s) or feature (s) as illustrated in the figures. Spa-
tially relative terms may be intended to encompass dif-
ferent orientations of the device in use or operation in
addition to the orientation depicted in the figures. For
example, if the device in the figures is turned over, ele-
ments described as "below" or "beneath" other elements
or features would then be oriented "above" the other el-
ements or features. Thus, the example term "below" can
encompass both an orientation of above and below. The
device may be otherwise oriented (rotated 90 degrees
or at other orientations) and the spatially relative descrip-
tors used herein interpreted accordingly.
[0074] The term "or" as used herein is to be interpreted
as an inclusive or meaning any one or any combination.
Therefore, "A, B or C" means any of the following: "A; B;
C; A and B; A and C; B and C; A, B and C". An exception
to this definition will occur only when a combination of
elements, functions, steps or acts are in some way in-
herently mutually exclusive.
[0075] As used herein, the expressions "at least one,"
"one or more," and "and/or" are open-ended expressions
that are both conjunctive and disjunctive in operation.
For example, each of the expressions "at least one of A,
B, and C," "at least one of A, B, or C," "one or more of A,
B, and C," "one or more of A, B, or C" and "A, B, and/or
C" includes the following meanings: A alone; B alone; C
alone; both A and B together; both A and C together;
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both B and C together; and all three of A, B, and C to-
gether. Further, these expressions are open-ended, un-
less expressly designated to the contrary by their com-
bination with the term "consisting of:" For example, the
expression "at least one of A, B, and C" may also include
an nth member, where n is greater than 3, whereas the
expression "at least one selected from the group consist-
ing of A, B, and C" does not.
[0076] Hereinafter, preferable exemplary embodi-
ments of the present disclosure will be described in detail
referring to the attached drawings. In the following de-
scription, known functions or features will be omitted in
order to clarify the gist of the present disclosure.
[0077] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an example of a
washing machine according to one embodiment of the
present disclosure. FIG. 2 is a view schematically illus-
trating main components of the washing machine accord-
ing to one embodiment of the present disclosure.
[0078] A washing machine 1000 includes a washing
tub 10 and performs at least one of a wash cycle, a rinse
cycle, a spin-dry cycle, or an air-dry cycle.
[0079] The washing tub 10 may be a part performing
at least one of the wash cycle, the rinse cycle, the spin-
dry cycle, or the air-dry cycle when laundry is received
in a receiving space in the washing tub 10, and may in-
clude a laundry entrance formed in one surface thereof
through which laundry is inserted.
[0080] The laundry entrance may be configured to be
opened and closed by a door 20, and may be sealed by
the door 20 while the at least one of the wash cycle, the
rinse cycle, the spin-dry cycle, or the air-dry cycle is being
performed.
[0081] An additive supplying part 30 is coupled to the
washing tub 10 and supplies an additive to the washing
tub 10. The additive supplying part 30 may supply addi-
tives such as a detergent, a fabric softener, and a bleach-
ing agent to the washing tub 10 such that various proc-
esses for laundry are performed.
[0082] In particular, an additive such as a fabric sof-
tener generally has a scent such that a user experiences
a feeling of, for example, freshness.
[0083] However, since people have different sensitiv-
ities to smell, some users may not be satisfied with the
intensity of the scent of an additive even when a relatively
large amount of the additive is used
[0084] On the contrary, even when a relatively small
amount of additive is added, other users may feel that
the scent of the additive is strong.
[0085] In order to overcome such a limitation, the
washing machine 1000 according to one embodiment of
the present disclosure may include the additive supplying
part 30, a concentration sensor 100, and a controller 200,
as illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2.
[0086] The concentration sensor 100 is configured to
sense concentration of an additive. The concentration
sensor 100 may indirectly check the amount of an addi-
tive added to the washing tub 10 by sensing the scent
concentration of the added additive in the washing tub 10.

[0087] For this, the concentration sensor 100 may in-
clude a gas sensor, etc. capable of measuring the con-
centration of various chemical components contained in
the additive.
[0088] Meanwhile, it may be preferable that the con-
centration sensor 100 senses the scent concentration of
an additive after a rinse cycle, among the main laundry
cycles of the washing machine 1000, is completed. In
general, an additive such as a fabric softener may be
added before a rinse cycle is started, and a chemical
action caused by the fabric softener may occur during a
laundry cycle that is performed before the rinse cycle.
[0089] Thereafter, a liquid component of the additive
may be diluted with washing water and discharged during
the rinse cycle, and some chemical component of the
additive may remain in the laundry so that the laundry
gives out a scent.
[0090] Accordingly, a scent concentration of an addi-
tive measured before the rinse cycle is finished may differ
from a scent concentration measured after the rinse cycle
is finished, because the additive is not yet completely
diluted before the rinse cycle is finished.
[0091] Since what users care about is the scent con-
centration of an additive after all the processes for the
laundry are completed, the scent concentration of an ad-
ditive has to be measured after the rinse cycle is com-
pleted, which is when the scent concentration no longer
changes.
[0092] Therefore, it is required that the concentration
sensor 100 is configured to sense the scent concentra-
tion of an additive after the rinse cycle, among the main
laundry cycles of the washing machine 1000, is complet-
ed.
[0093] The controller 200 is configured to switch the
washing tub 10 to an additional laundry cycle mode ac-
cording to the scent concentration of an additive sensed
by the concentration sensor 100. When it is determined
that the amount of the additive, which is indirectly
checked by the concentration sensor 100, does not meet
the requirement of the user, the controller 200 may switch
the washing tub 10 to the additional laundry cycle mode.
[0094] Here, when the washing tub 10 is in the addi-
tional laundry cycle mode, an additional laundry cycle,
apart from the laundry cycles preset by the user, may be
performed.
[0095] For example, when it is determined, after a pre-
set rinse cycle is completed, that too much additive was
added considering the preference of the user, a rinse
cycle may be additionally performed.
[0096] On the contrary, when it is determined, after the
preset rinse cycle is completed, that relatively little addi-
tive was added considering the preference of the user,
the additive may be additionally added. Here, when the
additive is additionally added, a rinse cycle may also be
additionally performed, in order to dilute and discharge
the additionally added additive.
[0097] That is, when the washing tub 10 is in the ad-
ditional laundry cycle mode, the additive may be addi-
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tionally added or the rinse cycle, etc. may be additionally
performed.
[0098] As described above, the controller 200 may
switch the washing tub 10 to the additional laundry cycle
mode when it is determined that the scent concentration
of the additive measured in the washing tub 10 does not
meet the requirement of the user. Accordingly, the wash-
ing machine 1000 according to this embodiment may ef-
fectively check whether the amount of an additive used
is appropriate considering the preference of each user.
[0099] In the washing machine 1000 according to this
embodiment, the washing tub 10 may include an air outlet
11 formed to communicate with external air, and the con-
centration sensor 100 may be installed in the air outlet
11 so as to sense the scent concentration.
[0100] Specifically, as illustrated in FIG. 2, the air outlet
11 may be formed in the washing tub 10 such that the
inside of the washing tub 10 communicates with external
air. The air outlet 11 may be a kind of safety vent pipe,
which when necessary may communicate with external
air such that the inside of the washing tub 10 is not com-
pletely sealed.
[0101] In particular, the washing tub 10 may include
an inner tub which rotates with the laundry therein, and
an outer tub which covers the inner tub and is installed
to be fixed with respect to the washing machine 1000.
Accordingly, the air outlet 11 may be formed in the fixedly-
installed outer tub of the washing tub 10, such that the
washing tub 10 stably communicates with external air
[0102] Accordingly, considering that air flow in the
washing tub 10 is highest at the air outlet 11 and there
is no other air flow in the washing tub 10, it can be said
that the air outlet 11 is the most appropriate position for
the installation of the concentration sensor 100.
[0103] As such, in the washing machine 1000 accord-
ing to this embodiment, considering that the scent con-
centration of an additive is sensed in the air outlet 11,
which is formed in the washing tub 10 so as to commu-
nicate with external air, the performance of sensing the
scent concentration of an additive may be improved by
installing the concentration sensor 100 at a position in
the washing tub 10 where air flow is relatively high and
the concentration sensor 100 can be stably installed.
[0104] FIG. 3 is a view schematically illustrating an ex-
ample of an information input interface and a notification
output interface in the washing machine according to one
embodiment of the present disclosure.
[0105] The washing machine 1000 according to this
embodiment may further include an information input in-
terface 300 to which setting information regarding a de-
sired scent concentration of the user is inputted. That is,
the information input interface 300 may be installed in
the washing machine 1000 as illustrated in FIG. 3, and
the user may input setting information regarding a de-
sired scent concentration through the information input
interface 300.
[0106] Here, the setting information refers to informa-
tion for setting a scent concentration of an additive ac-

cording to the preference of the user, wherein the user
may select a number or step for the desired scent con-
centration.
[0107] That is, the user may set the scent concentra-
tion of an additive to fall within a reference range of con-
centration. Alternatively, the user may set the scent con-
centration of an additive to be any one of high concen-
tration, medium concentration, or low concentration.
[0108] Although FIG. 3 illustrates an example in which
the information input interface 300 is formed as a touch
screen, the present disclosure is not limited thereto. The
information input interface 300 may be formed as an input
interface operating through a voice input or a remote con-
troller, and may be configured in various ways as needed.
[0109] As such, the washing machine 1000 according
to this embodiment may be configured such that the user
inputs the setting information regarding a desired scent
concentration of an additive to the washing machine 1000
before laundry cycles are started. Accordingly, the wash-
ing machine 1000 may adjust the amount of the additive
used according to the preference of each user.
[0110] The washing machine 1000 according to this
embodiment may further include notification output inter-
faces 401 and 403 configured to output notification infor-
mation regarding the scent concentration sensed by the
concentration sensor 100. In addition, feedback informa-
tion of the user in response to the notification information
may be inputted through the information input interface
300.
[0111] That is, as illustrated in FIG. 3, the notification
output interfaces 401 and 403 may be installed in the
washing machine 1000, and the notification information
may be displayed to the user through the notification out-
put interfaces 401 and 403. Then, in response to the dis-
played notification information, the user may input feed-
back information through the information input interface
300.
[0112] Here, the notification information refers to a no-
tification that notifies the user of information on the
sensed scent concentration, and may be outputted in the
form of a visual signal, an auditory signal, or a combina-
tion thereof.
[0113] For example, as illustrated in FIG. 3, the notifi-
cation output interfaces 401 and 403 may include a
screen installed in the washing machine 1000, to thereby
output visual notification information when necessary. Al-
ternatively, the notification output interfaces 401 and 403
may include a speaker installed in the washing machine
1000 so as to output auditory notification information
when necessary.
[0114] The feedback information refers to information
on whether the user wants the additional laundry cycle
mode to be performed after checking the notification in-
formation. For example, after checking the notification
information, the user may manipulate the washing ma-
chine 1000 such that an additive is additionally added or
a rinse cycle is additionally performed.
[0115] Even when the notification information indicates
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that the sensed scent concentration does not meet the
preference of the user, the user may manipulate the
washing machine 1000 such that no additional laundry
cycle is performed in order to reduce the operation time
of the washing machine 1000.
[0116] As such, the washing machine 1000 may output
the sensing result of the scent concentration of an addi-
tive and receive an input of the feedback information of
the user in response to the outputted sensing result. Ac-
cordingly, the user may quickly and easily check the state
of the washing machine 1000 and select whether to op-
erate an additional laundry cycle.
[0117] The washing machine 1000 according to this
embodiment may further include an information storage
600 in which information on the additional laundry cycle
is stored based on the feedback information. That is, as
illustrated in FIG. 2, the information storage 600 may be
installed in the washing machine 1000 to store therein
the information on the additional laundry cycle through
the above-described process.
[0118] Here, the information on the additional laundry
cycle refers to information on the additional laundry cycle
that is selected by the user in response to the notification
information, and may be information that, like the setting
information initially inputted by the user, reflects the pref-
erence of the user.
[0119] Accordingly, when the user uses the washing
machine 1000 at a later time, it is highly likely that the
user will input the same setting information and select
the same additional laundry cycle as before.
[0120] Thus, if the user does not make any change
when operating the washing machine 1000 at a later time,
it may be preferable that the washing machine 1000 op-
erates according to the previous information stored in the
information storage 600.
[0121] As such, the washing machine 1000 may per-
form an additional laundry cycle selected by the user,
and the information on the additional laundry cycle may
be stored in the information storage 600. Accordingly,
when the washing machine 1000 is operated at a later
time, the preference of the user may be reflected without
the user having to input setting information.
[0122] FIG. 4 is a diagram schematically illustrating an
example of a notification transmitter and a notification
receiver in the washing machine according to one em-
bodiment of the present disclosure.
[0123] The washing machine 1000 according to this
embodiment may include a notification transmitter 501
configured to remotely transmit notification information
on the scent concentration sensed by the concentration
sensor 100 and a notification receiver 503 configured to
remotely receive feedback information of the user in re-
sponse to the notification information.
[0124] For example, as illustrated in FIG. 4, the notifi-
cation transmitter 501 and the notification receiver 503
may be installed in the washing machine 1000. The no-
tification information may be transmitted through the no-
tification transmitter 501 to a terminal 800 carried by the

user. The transmitted notification information may then
be outputted on the terminal 800 in the form of a visual
signal, an auditory signal, or a combination thereof.
[0125] The user may check the notification information
through the terminal 800, and may input feedback infor-
mation through the terminal 800. The inputted feedback
information may be remotely received by the notification
receiver 503, and the washing machine 1000 may be
controlled according to the feedback information.
[0126] As such, the washing machine 1000 may re-
motely transmit a sensing result of the scent concentra-
tion of an additive and remotely receive feedback infor-
mation in response thereto. Accordingly, even when the
user is in a location distant from the washing machine
1000, the user may check the state of the washing ma-
chine 1000 and select whether to perform an additional
laundry cycle.
[0127] That is, even when the user is in a location dis-
tant from the washing machine 1000, the washing ma-
chine 1000 may perform an additional laundry cycle ac-
cording to a selection of the user, and information on the
additional laundry cycle may be stored.
[0128] FIG. 5 is a view illustrating an example of an
information sharing part in the washing machine accord-
ing to one embodiment of the present disclosure.
[0129] The washing machine 1000 according to this
embodiment may further include an information sharing
part 700 configured to synchronize setting information
reflecting information on the additional laundry cycle with
a neighboring device 2000 capable of communicating
with the washing machine 1000. That is, the information
sharing part 700 may be installed in the washing machine
1000 as illustrated in FIG. 5, and the setting information
may be transmitted through the information sharing part
700 to the neighboring device 2000.
[0130] Here, the neighboring device 2000 refers to a
laundry treatment device, such as a washing machine,
a drying machine, a Styler or the like, and in particular to
a device capable of performing a process for the laundry
subsequent to the cycles of the washing machine 1000.
For example, the neighboring device 2000 may be a dry-
ing machine or a Styler. The neighboring device 2000
may be configured to communicate with the washing ma-
chine 1000, may receive the setting information trans-
mitted from the information sharing part 700, and may
be controlled according to the received setting informa-
tion.
[0131] For example, when the setting information indi-
cates that the user prefers a relatively strong scent of an
additive, it may not be preferable to dry the laundry in the
drying machine at a relatively high temperature, because
much of the scent of the additive may be evaporated in
such a high-temperature drying process.
[0132] Accordingly, the drying machine that has re-
ceived the setting information indicating that the user pre-
fers a relatively strong scent of the additive from the
washing machine 1000 may be controlled such that as
little scent of the additive as possible is evaporated.
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[0133] As described above, since the washing ma-
chine 1000 according to this embodiment transmits the
setting information reflecting the information on the ad-
ditional laundry cycle to a neighboring device that per-
forms a subsequent process for the laundry, not only the
washing machine 1000 but also the neighboring device
may appropriately reflect the preference of the user.
[0134] FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating a control method
of a washing machine according to one embodiment of
the present disclosure.
[0135] Hereinbelow, the control method of a washing
machine according to this embodiment will be described
with reference to FIG. 6. Here, the control method of a
washing machine according to this embodiment include
main features of the washing machine 1000 described
in detail above. Therefore, the description below will be
made referring to FIGS. 1 to 5 together.
[0136] First, a rinse cycle of the laundry may be com-
pleted (S200). That is, after the wash cycle and the rinse
cycle of the laundry are completed, S300 described be-
low may be performed.
[0137] Since what users care about is the scent con-
centration of an additive after all the processes of the
laundry have been completed, the scent concentration
of the additive has to be measured after the rinse cycle
is completed, which is when the scent concentration no
longer changes.
[0138] Thereafter, the scent concentration of the addi-
tive may be sensed in the washing tub 10 (S300). That
is, the scent concentration of the additive added to the
washing tub 10 may be sensed, so as to indirectly check
the amount of the additive used.
[0139] Here, it may be checked whether the sensed
scent concentration falls within a predetermined refer-
ence range of concentration (S301). When it is deter-
mined in S301 that the sensed scent concentration does
not fall within the reference range of concentration, it may
then be determined whether the sensed scent concen-
tration is below the reference range of concentration
(S303).
[0140] When it is determined in S301 and S303 that
the sensed scent concentration is neither in the reference
range of concentration nor below the reference range of
concentration, it may be determined that the sensed
scent concentration exceeds the reference range of con-
centration.
[0141] Thereafter, according to the sensed scent con-
centration, the washing tub 10 may be switched to an
additional laundry cycle mode (S601 and S603). That is,
when it is determined that the amount of the additive,
which is indirectly checked through the sensed scent con-
centration, does not meet the preference of the user, the
washing tub 10 may be switched to the additional laundry
cycle mode.
[0142] Here, when it is determined in S301 that the
sensed scent concentration falls within the reference
range of concentration, a spin-dry cycle may be per-
formed (S700). That is, when it is determined in S301

that the sensed scent concentration meets the prefer-
ence of the user, the control method of a washing ma-
chine may proceed to the originally planned spin-dry cy-
cle, without performing an additional laundry cycle.
[0143] As described above, the control method of a
washing machine according to this embodiment may per-
form the spin-dry cycle when the sensed scent concen-
tration meets the preference of the user. Accordingly,
unnecessary performance of an additional laundry cycle
may be prevented.
[0144] Meanwhile, when it is determined in S303 that
the sensed scent concentration is below the reference
range of concentration, the additive may be additionally
added (S601). That is, when it is determined, after the
preset rinse cycle is completed, that relatively little addi-
tive was added considering the preference of the user,
the additive may be additionally added.
[0145] As described above, in the control method of a
washing machine according to this embodiment, when it
is determined that the scent of the additive is relatively
weak considering the requirement of the user, the addi-
tive may be additionally added to increase the scent con-
centration of the additive, to thereby meet the preference
of the user.
[0146] Here, a rinse cycle, together with the addition
of the additive, may also be additionally performed in
order to dilute and drain the additionally added additive
(S603).
[0147] Meanwhile, when it is determined in S301 and
S303 that the sensed scent concentration exceeds the
reference range of concentration, an additional rinse cy-
cle may be performed (S603). That is, when it is deter-
mined, after a preset rinse cycle is completed, that too
much additive was added considering the preference of
the user, a rinse cycle may be additionally performed.
[0148] As such, in the control method of a washing
machine according to this embodiment, when it is deter-
mined that the scent of the additive is relatively strong
considering the requirement of the user, a rinse cycle
may be additionally performed to decrease the scent con-
centration of the additive, to thereby meet the preference
of the user.
[0149] FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a control method
of a washing machine according to another embodiment
of the present disclosure.
[0150] Hereinbelow, the control method of a washing
machine according to this embodiment of the present
disclosure will be described with reference to FIG. 7.
Here, the control method of a washing machine accord-
ing to this embodiment also include the main features of
the washing machine 1000 described in detail above.
Therefore, the description below will be made referring
to FIGS. 1 to 5 together.
[0151] First, setting information regarding the scent
concentration may be inputted (S100). That is, the user
may input, to the washing machine 1000, the setting in-
formation regarding a desired scent concentration of an
additive before laundry cycles of the washing machine
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1000 are started. Accordingly, the amount of the additive
used may be adjusted according to the preference of
each user.
[0152] Next, a rinse cycle of the laundry may be com-
pleted (S200). Thereafter, the scent concentration of the
additive may be sensed in the washing tub 10 (S300).
Here, it may be checked whether the sensed scent con-
centration falls within a predetermined reference range
of concentration (S301).
[0153] Here, when it is determined in S301 that the
sensed scent concentration falls within the reference
range of concentration, a spin-dry cycle may be per-
formed (S700).
[0154] On the contrary, when it is determined in S301
that the sensed scent concentration does not fall within
the reference range of concentration, such determination
may be notified to the user (S400). Here, in S400, a sens-
ing result of the scent concentration of the additive may
be outputted to the user. Alternatively, in S400, the sens-
ing result of the scent concentration of the additive may
be remotely transmitted to the user.
[0155] Then, after checking the sensing result of the
scent concentration of the additive in S400, the user may
input feedback information in response to the sensing
result (S500). Here, S500 may be performed as the user
approaches the washing machine 1000 and directly in-
puts the feedback information to the washing machine
1000. Alternatively, S500 may be performed as the wash-
ing machine 1000 remotely receives the feedback infor-
mation from the user.
[0156] As such, in the control method of a washing
machine according to this embodiment, the sensing re-
sult of the scent concentration of the additive may be
notified to the user in the process of doing the laundry,
and in response to the notification, the user may select
whether to perform an additional laundry cycle. Accord-
ingly, the amount of the additive used may be appropri-
ately adjusted so as to meet the preference of each user
even in the process of doing the laundry.
[0157] Meanwhile, the user may not input a signal for
an additional laundry cycle in S500. That is, even when
the notification information indicates that the sensed
scent concentration does not meet the preference of the
user, the user may manipulate the washing machine
1000 such that no additional laundry cycle is performed,
and the originally planned spin-dry cycle is performed, in
order to reduce the operation time of the washing ma-
chine 1000.
[0158] On the contrary, when the user inputs a signal
for an additional laundry cycle in S500, the washing ma-
chine 1000 may perform the inputted additional laundry
cycle (S600). That is, in S600, the additive may be addi-
tionally added, or an additional rinse cycle may be per-
formed.
[0159] When an additional laundry cycle is performed
in S600, information on the additional laundry cycle may
be stored based on the feedback information (S610).
That is, when an additional laundry cycle is performed

according to a selection of the user, the information on
the additional laundry cycle may be stored, such that
when the user uses the washing machine 1000 at a later
time, the preference of the user is reflected without the
user having to input setting information.
[0160] Also, when S700 is completed after above-de-
scribed processes, the setting information including the
information on the additional laundry cycle may be syn-
chronized with the neighboring device 2000 capable of
communicating with the washing machine 1000 (S800).
[0161] That is, the setting information including the in-
formation on the additional laundry cycle may be trans-
mitted to a device that performs a subsequent process
of the laundry, such that not only the washing machine
1000 but also the device that performs a subsequent
process of the laundry reflects the preference of the user.

Claims

1. A washing machine (1000) comprising:

a washing tub (10) for accommodating laundry;
an additive supplying part (30) connected to the
washing tub (10) for supplying an additive to the
washing tub (10);
a concentration sensor (100) configured to
sense a scent concentration of an additive in air
of the washing tub (10); and
a controller (200) configured to switch the wash-
ing machine (1000) to an additional laundry cy-
cle mode according to the scent concentration
sensed by the concentration sensor (100);
characterized in that the washing machine
(1000) comprises:
an information input interface (300) configured
to receive an input from a user for inputting set-
ting information regarding the scent concentra-
tion of an additive.

2. The washing machine (1000) of claim 1, wherein the
washing tub (10) comprises an air outlet (11) in com-
munication with an exterior of the washing machine,
and the concentration sensor (100) is installed in or
adjacent to the air outlet (11).

3. The washing machine (1000) of claim 1 or 2, wherein
in the additional laundry cycle mode, the controller
is configured to control at least one of:

performing a spin-dry cycle when the sensed
scent concentration is within a preset reference
range of concentration,
performing an additional adding of the additive
when the sensed scent concentration is below
the preset reference range of concentration, and
performing an additional rinse cycle when the
sensed scent concentration is above the preset
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reference range of concentration.

4. The washing machine (1000) of claim 1, 2 or 3, fur-
ther comprising at least one of:

a notification output interface (401, 403) config-
ured to output information;
a notification transmitter (501) configured to re-
motely transmit information; and
a notification receiver (503) configured to re-
motely receive information.

5. The washing machine (1000) of claim 4, wherein no-
tification information is outputted or transmitted ac-
cording to the sensed scent concentration.

6. The washing machine (1000) according to any one
of the preceding claims, further comprising an infor-
mation storage (600) in which information on an ad-
ditional laundry cycle is stored based on feedback
information received by the washing machine direct-
ly or remotely from a user.

7. The washing machine (1000) according to any one
of the preceding claims, further comprising an infor-
mation sharing part (700) configured to synchronize
setting information of the additional laundry cycle
with a neighboring laundry treatment device (2000)
configured to communicate with the washing ma-
chine (1000).

8. A control method for a washing machine (1000) com-
prising a washing tub (10) to which an additive is
supplied by an additive supplying part (30), the con-
trol method comprising:

completing (S200) a rinse cycle of laundry ac-
commodated in the washing tub (10) of the
washing machine (1000);
sensing (S300), by a concentration sensor (100)
of the washing machine (1000), a scent concen-
tration of the additive in air of the washing tub
(10); and
switching the washing machine (1000) to an ad-
ditional laundry cycle mode according to the
sensed scent concentration;

characterized in that:
the control method comprising:
receiving, from a user, an input of setting information
regarding the scent concentration of an additive.

9. The control method of claim 8, wherein switching the
washing tub (10) to the additional laundry cycle mode
comprises performing a spin-dry cycle in response
to the sensed scent concentration falling within a ref-
erence range of concentration.

10. The control method of claim 8 or 9, wherein switching
the washing tub (10) to the additional laundry cycle
mode comprises additionally adding an additive in
response to the sensed scent concentration being
below a reference range of concentration.

11. The control method of claim 8, 9 or 10, wherein
switching the washing tub (10) to the additional laun-
dry cycle mode comprises additionally performing a
rinse cycle in response to the sensed scent concen-
tration exceeding a reference range of concentra-
tion.

12. The control method according to one of claims 8 to
11, further comprising:

transmitting, to a user, notification information
according to the sensed scent concentration;
and
receiving, by the washing machine directly or
remotely from a user, an input of feedback in-
formation in response to the notification infor-
mation.

13. The control method of claim 12, further comprising
storing information on an additional laundry cycle
based on the feedback information.

14. The control method according to one of claims 8 to
13, further comprising synchronizing setting informa-
tion of the additional laundry cycle with a neighboring
laundry treatment device (2000) capable of commu-
nicating with the washing machine (1000).

Patentansprüche

1. Waschmaschine (1000), die Folgendes umfasst:

einen Waschbottich (10) zum Aufnehmen von
Wäsche;
ein Teil (30) zum Zuführen eines Additivs, das
mit dem Waschbottich (10) verbunden ist, um
dem Waschbottich (10)ein Additiv zuzuführen;
einen Konzentrationssensor (100), der konfigu-
riert ist, eine Duftkonzentration eines Additivs in
der Luft des Waschbottichs (10) zu messen; und
eine Steuereinheit (200), die konfiguriert ist, die
Waschmaschine (1000) entsprechend der Duft-
konzentration, die durch den Konzentrations-
sensor (1000) gemessen wurde, in eine Be-
triebsart mit einem zusätzlichen Waschzyklus
umzuschalten;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Wasch-
maschine (1000) Folgendes umfasst:
eine Schnittstelle (300) zur Eingabe von Infor-
mationen, die konfiguriert ist, von einem Benut-
zer eine Eingabe zu empfangen, um Informati-
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onen zum Einstellen der Duftkonzentration ei-
nes Additivs einzugeben.

2. Waschmaschine (1000) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der
Waschbottich (10) einen Luftauslass (11) in Kom-
munikation mit der äußeren Umgebung der Wasch-
maschine umfasst und wobei der Konzentrations-
sensor (100) im Luftauslass (11) oder in dessen Nä-
he installiert ist.

3. Waschmaschine (1000) nach Anspruch 1 oder 2,
wobei die Steuereinheit in der Betriebsart mit einem
zusätzlichen Waschzyklus konfiguriert ist, wenigs-
tens einen der folgenden Schritte zu steuern:

Ausführen eines Schleuderzyklus, wenn die ge-
messene Duftkonzentration innerhalb eines zu-
vor eingestellten Referenz-Konzentrationsbe-
reichs liegt,
Ausführen eines zusätzlichen Hinzufügens des
Additivs, wenn die gemessene Duftkonzentrati-
on unter dem zuvor eingestellten Referenz-Kon-
zentrationsbereich liegt, und
Ausführen eines zusätzlichen Spülzyklus, wenn
die gemessene Duftkonzentration über dem zu-
vor eingestellten Referenz-Konzentrationsbe-
reich liegt.

4. Waschmaschine (1000) nach Anspruch 1, 2 oder 3,
die ferner Folgendes umfasst:

eine Schnittstelle (401, 403) zum Ausgeben ei-
ner Benachrichtigung, die für eine Ausgabe von
Informationen konfiguriert ist; und/oder
eine Benachrichtigungssender (501), der für ei-
ne Fernübertragung von Informationen konfigu-
riert ist; und/oder
einen Benachrichtigungsempfänger (503), der
für einen Empfang von Informationen mittels
Fernübertragung konfiguriert ist.

5. Waschmaschine (1000) nach Anspruch 4, wobei die
Benachrichtigungsinformationen entsprechend der
gemessenen Duftkonzentration ausgegeben oder
übertragen werden.

6. Waschmaschine (1000) nach einem der vorherge-
henden Ansprüche, die ferner einen Informations-
speicher (600) umfasst, in dem Informationen be-
züglich eines zusätzlichen Waschzyklus auf der Ba-
sis von Rückmeldungsinformationen, die durch die
Waschmaschine direkt oder mittels Fernübertra-
gung von einem Benutzer erhalten werden, gespei-
chert werden.

7. Waschmaschine (1000) nach einem der vorherge-
henden Ansprüche, die ferner ein Element (700) zum
Teilen von Informationen umfasst, das konfiguriert

ist, Informationen zum Einstellen bezüglich des zu-
sätzlichen Waschzyklus mit einer benachbarten Wä-
schebehandlungsvorrichtung (2000), die konfigu-
riert ist, mit der Waschmaschine (1000) zu kommu-
nizieren, zu synchronisieren.

8. Steuerverfahren für eine Waschmaschine (1000),
die einen Waschbottich (10) umfasst, dem durch ein
Teil (30) zum Zuführen eines Additivs ein Additiv zu-
geführt wird, wobei das Steuerverfahren die folgen-
den Schritte umfasst:

Beenden (S200) eines Spülzyklus von Wäsche,
die im Waschbottich (10) der Waschmaschine
(1000) aufgenommen ist;
Messen (S300) einer Duftkonzentration des Ad-
ditivs in der Luft des Waschbottichs (10) durch
einen Konzentrationssensor (100) der Wasch-
maschine (1000); und
Umschalten der Waschmaschine (1000) in eine
Betriebsart mit einem zusätzlichen Waschzyk-
lus entsprechend der gemessenen Duftkonzen-
tration;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass:
das Steuerverfahren den folgenden Schritt um-
fasst:
Empfangen einer Eingabe von Informationen
zum Einstellen bezüglich der Duftkonzentration
eines Additivs von einem Benutzer.

9. Steuerverfahren nach Anspruch 8, wobei das Um-
schalten des Waschbottichs (10) in die Betriebsart
mit einem zusätzlichen Waschzyklus das Ausführen
eines Schleuderzyklus in Reaktionen darauf um-
fasst, dass die gemessene Duftkonzentration in ei-
nen Referenz-Konzentrationsbereich fällt.

10. Steuerverfahren nach Anspruch 8 oder 9, wobei das
Umschalten des Waschbottichs (10) in die Betriebs-
art mit einem zusätzlichen Waschzyklus das zusätz-
liche Hinzufügen eines Additivs in Reaktion darauf
umfasst, dass die gemessene Duftkonzentration un-
ter einem Referenz-Konzentrationsbereich liegt.

11. Steuerverfahren nach Anspruch 8, 9 oder 10, wobei
das Umschalten des Waschbottichs (10) in die Be-
triebsart mit einem zusätzlichen Waschzyklus das
zusätzliche Ausführen eines Spülzyklus in Reaktion
darauf umfasst, dass die gemessene Duftkonzent-
ration einen Referenz-Konzentrationsbereich über-
schreitet.

12. Steuerverfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 8 bis
11, das ferner die folgenden Schritte umfasst:

Übermitteln von Benachrichtigungsinformatio-
nen entsprechend der gemessenen Duftkon-
zentration an einen Benutzer; und
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Erhalten einer Eingabe von Rückmeldungsin-
formationen in Reaktion auf die Benachrichti-
gungsinformationen durch die Waschmaschine
direkt oder mittels Fernübertragung von einem
Benutzer.

13. Steuerverfahren nach Anspruch 12, das ferner das
Speichern von Informationen bezüglich eines zu-
sätzlichen Waschzyklus auf der Basis der Rückmel-
dungsinformationen umfasst.

14. Steuerverfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 8 bis
13, das ferner das Synchronisieren von Informatio-
nen zum Einstellen des zusätzlichen Waschzyklus
mit einer benachbarten Wäschebehandlungsvor-
richtung (2000), die mit der Waschmaschine (1000)
kommunizieren kann, umfasst.

Revendications

1. Machine à laver (1000) comportant :

une cuve de lavage (10) destinée à recevoir du
linge ;
une partie d’alimentation en additif (30) reliée à
la cuve de lavage (10) pour fournir un additif à
la cuve de lavage (10) ;
un capteur de concentration (100) configuré
pour détecter une concentration de parfum d’un
additif dans l’air de la cuve de lavage (10) ; et
une commande (200) configurée pour basculer
la machine à laver (1000) vers un mode de cycle
de linge supplémentaire en fonction de la con-
centration de parfum détectée par le capteur de
concentration (100) ;
caractérisée en ce que la machine à laver
(1000) comporte :
une interface d’entrée d’informations (300) con-
figurée pour recevoir une entrée d’un utilisateur
afin d’entrer des informations de paramétrage
concernant la concentration de parfum d’un ad-
ditif.

2. Machine à laver (1000) selon la revendication 1,
dans laquelle la cuve de lavage (10) comporte une
sortie d’air (11) en communication avec un extérieur
de la machine à laver, et le capteur de concentration
(100) est installé dans ou au voisinage de la sortie
d’air (11).

3. Machine à laver (1000) selon la revendication 1 ou
2, dans laquelle, dans le mode de cycle de linge sup-
plémentaire, la commande est configurée pour com-
mander au moins une action parmi :

exécuter un cycle d’essorage lorsque la concen-
tration de parfum détectée est dans une plage

de concentration de référence prédéfinie,
effectuer un ajout supplémentaire de l’additif
lorsque la concentration de parfum détectée est
inférieure à la plage de concentration de réfé-
rence prédéfinie, et
exécuter un cycle de rinçage supplémentaire
lorsque la concentration de parfum détectée est
supérieure à la plage de concentration de réfé-
rence prédéfinie.

4. Machine à laver (1000) selon la revendication 1, 2
ou 3, comportant en outre au moins l’un des élé-
ments suivants :

une interface de sortie de notification (401, 403)
configurée pour générer des informations ;
un émetteur de notification (501) configuré pour
transmettre des informations à distance ; et
un récepteur de notification (503) configuré pour
recevoir des informations à distance.

5. Machine à laver (1000) selon la revendication 4,
dans laquelle des informations de notification sont
générées ou transmises en fonction de la concen-
tration de parfum détectée.

6. Machine à laver (1000) selon l’une quelconque des
revendications précédentes, comportant en outre un
dispositif de stockage d’informations (600) dans le-
quel des informations sur un cycle de linge supplé-
mentaire sont stockées sur la base d’informations
de rétroaction reçues par la machine à laver direc-
tement d’un utilisateur ou à distance.

7. Machine à laver (1000) selon l’une quelconque des
revendications précédentes, comportant en outre
une partie de partage d’informations (700) configu-
rée pour synchroniser des informations de paramé-
trage du cycle de linge supplémentaire avec un dis-
positif de traitement de linge voisin (2000) configuré
pour communiquer avec la machine à laver (1000).

8. Procédé de commande pour une machine à laver
(1000) comportant une cuve de lavage (10) à laquel-
le un additif est fourni par une partie d’alimentation
en additif (30), le procédé de commande comportant
les étapes consistant à :

achever (S200) un cycle de rinçage du linge reçu
dans la cuve de lavage (10) de la machine à
laver (1000) ;
détecter (S300), par un capteur de concentra-
tion (100) de la machine à laver (1000), une con-
centration de parfum de l’additif dans l’air de la
cuve de lavage (10) ; et
basculer la machine à laver (1000) vers un mode
de cycle de linge supplémentaire en fonction de
la concentration de parfum détectée ;
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caractérisé en ce que :
le procédé de commande comporte l’étape consis-
tant à :
recevoir, d’un utilisateur, une entrée d’informations
de paramétrage concernant la concentration de par-
fum d’un additif.

9. Procédé de commande selon la revendication 8,
dans lequel le basculement de la cuve de lavage
(10) vers le mode de cycle de linge supplémentaire
comporte d’exécuter un cycle d’essorage en répon-
se au fait que la concentration de parfum détectée
se situe dans une plage de concentration de réfé-
rence.

10. Procédé de commande selon la revendication 8 ou
9, dans lequel le basculement de la cuve de lavage
(10) vers le mode de cycle de linge supplémentaire
comporte d’ajouter en plus un additif en réponse au
fait que la concentration de parfum détectée est en
dessous d’une plage de concentration de référence.

11. Procédé de commande selon la revendication 8, 9
ou 10, dans lequel le basculement de la cuve de
lavage (10) vers le mode de cycle de linge supplé-
mentaire comporte d’exécuter en plus un cycle de
rinçage en réponse au fait que la concentration de
parfum détectée dépasse une plage de concentra-
tion de référence.

12. Procédé de commande selon l’une des revendica-
tions 8 à 11, comportant en outre les étapes consis-
tant à :

transmettre, à un utilisateur, des informations
de notification en fonction de la concentration
de parfum détectée ; et
recevoir, par la machine à laver, directement
d’un utilisateur ou à distance, une entrée d’in-
formations de rétroaction en réponse aux infor-
mations de notification.

13. Procédé de commande selon la revendication 12,
comportant en outre le stockage d’informations con-
cernant un cycle de linge supplémentaire sur la base
des informations de rétroaction.

14. Procédé de commande selon l’une des revendica-
tions 8 à 13, comportant en outre de synchroniser
des informations de paramétrage du cycle de linge
supplémentaire avec un dispositif de traitement de
linge voisin (2000) capable de communiquer avec la
machine à laver (1000).
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