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MOUNTING BRACKET FOR ELECTRICAL BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
OR COMMUNICATION DEVICE 

FIG . 1 is a perspective of one embodiment of a stud 
CROSS - REFERENCE TO RELATED mounting bracket for an electrical or communication device , 

APPLICATIONS 5 showing an initial configuration of the stud mounting 
bracket ; 

FIG . 2 is a front elevation of the stud mounting bracket of The present application claim is a continuation applica - FIG 1 . 
tion of U . S . application Ser . No . 14 / 811 , 278 , filed Jul . 28 , FIG . 3 is an enlarged partial view of the stud mounting 
2015 , the entirety of which is hereby incorporated by bracket of FIG . 1 ; 
reference . FIG . 4 is a perspective of a stud mounting bracket 

assembly including the stud mounting bracket , a junction 
FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE box , and a box plate , illustrating the stud mounting bracket 

assembly attached to spaced wall studs and the stud mount 
The present disclosure generally relates to a mounting , ing bracket in a first mounting configuration ; 

bracket for mounting an electrical or communication device 15 FIG . 5 is a perspective of a stud mounting bracket 
assembly including the stud mounting bracket , a junction on a wall stud . box , and a box plate , illustrating the stud mounting bracket 
assembly attached to spaced wall studs and the stud mount BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE ing bracket in a second mounting configuration ; 

20 FIG . 6 is an enlarged partial view of the stud mounting Typically , an electrical or communication device is bracket of FIG . 1 , illustrating an extended configuration of 
installed in a building using a mounting bracket . The com - the stud mounting bracket ; 
munication device is fastened to the mounting bracket , and FIG . 7 is a perspective of a stud mounting bracket 
in turn , the mounting bracket is fastened to framing ( e . g . , a assembly including the stud mounting bracket , a junction 
wall stud ) . In some circumstances , junction boxes are used 25 box , and a box plate , illustrating the stud mounting bracket 
to house and protect electrical and communication devices , assembly attached to spaced wall studs and the stud mount 
such as electrical outlets , electrical switches , associated ing bracket in a third mounting configuration ; 

FIG . 8 is a perspective of a stud mounting bracket electrical wiring , communication terminals ( e . g . , terminals assembly including the stud mounting bracket , a junction for fiber optics ) , and associated communication cables ( e . g . , box , and a box plate , illustrating the stud mounting bracket optical fiber cables ) . The junction box is secured to the 30 a assembly attached to spaced wall studs and the stud mount mounting bracket , so that , in turn , the electrical or commu ing bracket in a fourth mounting configuration ; 
nication device is secured to the mounting bracket . FIG . 9 is an enlarged , partial view of a second embodi 

ment of a mounting extension of the stud mounting bracket , 
SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE illustrating the mounting extension in an initial configura 

35 tion ; 
In one aspect , a stud mounting bracket for a junction box FIG . 10 is an enlarged , partial view of the mounting 

generally comprises an elongate main body having a length extension of FIG . 9 , illustrating the mounting extension in 
and opposite longitudinal end margins . A mounting exten an extended configuration ; 
sion extends outward from one of the longitudinal end FIG . 11 is a perspective of a stud mounting bracket 

40 according to another embodiment , illustrating barbs on margins of the main body . The mounting extension has a tu mounting extensions of the stud mounting bracket ; length extending from the longitudinal end margin of the FIG . 12 is a perspective of a stud mounting bracket main body to a free end of the mounting extension . The assembly including the stud mounting bracket of FIG . 11 , a 
mounting extension includes a mounting body connected to junction box , and a box plate , illustrating the stud mounting 
the longitudinal end margin of the main body and an 45 bracket assembly attached to spaced wall studs and the stud 
extension tab connected to the mounting body . The exten - mounting bracket in a mounting configuration ; 
sion tab is pivotable relative to the mounting body about an FIG . 13 is a perspective of a box mounting bracket for 
axis from a compact configuration to an extended configu - mounting a junction box on a stud mounting bracket ; 
ration to increase the length of the mounting extension . FIG . 14 is a rear perspective of the box mounting bracket 

of FIG . 13 ; In another aspect , a box mounting bracket for mounting a 50 FIG . 15 is a rear perspective of a stud mounting bracket junction box on a stud mounting bracket generally com assembly including the stud mounting bracket of FIG . 1 , the prises a base having a front face , a rear face , an upper edge box mounting bracket of FIG . 13 , and a junction box , 
margin and a lower edge margin . The base is constructed for illustrating the box mounting bracket mounting the junction 
attaching a junction box to the front face thereof . A first jaw box on the stud mounting bracket ; 
extends rearward from one of the upper and lower edge 55 FIG . 16 is a section taken along line 16 - 16 of FIG . 15 , 
margins of the base . The first jaw is configured to engage the illustrating the connection of the box mounting bracket to an 
stud mounting bracket for use in attaching the box mounting outer bar of the stud mounting bracket ; and 
bracket to the stud mounting bracket . A second jaw extends FIG . 17 is a section taken along line 17 - 17 of FIG . 15 , 
rearward from one of the upper and lower edge margins of illustrating the connection of the box mounting bracket to an 
the base . The first jaw is configured to engage the stud 60 inner bar of the stud mounting bracket . 
mounting bracket for use in attaching the box mounting Corresponding reference characters indicate correspond 
bracket to the stud mounting bracket . The first and second ing parts throughout the drawings . 
jaws are resiliently deflectable both relative to the base and 
independent of one another when attaching the box mount DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
ing bracket to the stud mounting bracket . 

Other features will be in part apparent and in part pointed Referring to FIGS . 1 - 8 , a first embodiment of a stud - to 
out hereinafter . stud mounting bracket ( i . e . , a stud mounting bracket ) for 
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mounting an electrical or communication device ( or the like ) thereof . It is understood that the stud mounting bracket 10 
between wall studs ( e . g . , metal wall studs ) is generally may include the mounting extension 72 at only one longi 
indicated at reference numeral 10 . In this embodiment , the tudinal end thereof . It is also understood that the stud 
stud mounting bracket 10 is an adjustable bracket in the form mounting bracket 10 may be a fixed length mounting 
of a telescoping bar assembly comprising outer and inner 5 bracket , rather than an adjustable length mounting bracket . 
bars 12 , 14 , respectively , telescopically and slidably con - Referring to FIGS . 1 - 8 , the mounting extension 72 is 
nected to one another to permit adjustment of the length of configurable to one of a plurality of mounting configurations 
the stud mounting bracket . Each telescoping bar 12 , 14 may for mounting different size junction boxes J to the wall studs 
be a unitary , one - piece construction . Each bar 12 , 14 may be WS . When fastened to the stud mounting bracket 10 , the 
formed from a single sheet metal ( e . g . , steel or aluminum ) 10 junction box J , or a box plate BP attached to the junction 
or other suitable material . In FIGS . 1 and 2 , the stud box , is generally aligned with a front mounting surface F1 
mounting bracket 10 is shown in an initial configuration . As of the wall stud WS . As an example , the stud mounting 
set forth below , in general the stud mounting bracket 10 is bracket 10 is suitable for use with the junction boxes J 
configured to be bent from the initial configuration to a having the following known sizes ( length of upper and lower 
plurality of different mounting configurations . The orienta - 15 sidesxlength of left and right sides ) : 4x4 in , 411 / 16x411 / 16 in , 
tion of the stud mounting bracket 10 in the drawings 5x5 in , and multi - gang boxes . 
provides the point of reference for the terms defining relative With reference to FIGS . 2 and 3 , the mounting extension 
locations and positions of structures and components of the 72 includes an elongate , generally rectangular mounting 
bracket , including but not limited to the terms " upper , " body , generally indicated at 74 , extending laterally outward 
“ lower , ” " left , " " right , " " top , " " bottom , " " forward , ” and 20 from one of the end margins of the stud mounting bracket 10 
" rearward , ” as used throughout the present disclosure . ( e . g . , the left end margin 52 of the main body 46 of the inner 

Referring still to FIGS . 1 - 8 , the outer bar 12 includes a bar 14 ) , and an extension tab 78 which , in the illustrated 
main body 16 that is generally rectangular having opposite embodiment , is connected to the mounting body . An interior 
upper and lower edge margins 18 , 20 , opposite left and right section of the mounting extension 72 comprises the exten 
end margins 22 , 24 , a front face 26 , a rear face 28 , and a 25 sion tab 78 . An exterior section of the mounting body 72 
forwardly - opening , generally horizontal channel 30 extend comprises the mounting body 74 . The mounting body 74 and 
ing the length of the main body and located approximately extension tab 78 are generally planar in the initial configu 
midway between the upper and lower edge margins . A ration shown in FIGS . 1 - 3 . As explained in more detail 
plurality of pilot holes 32 ( as shown in FIG . 2 ) are spaced below , the mounting body 74 and / or extension tab 78 are 
along a bottom wall of the channel 30 at regular intervals 30 configured for bending about spaced apart bending axes 
and can be used to attach a junction box to the bar 12 . A pair 76a - 76e extending generally transverse ( e . g . , perpendicular ) 
of integral upper and lower flanges 34 , 36 , respectively , to the mounting body and / or extension tab . Bending areas of 
extends generally horizontally rearward from the respective the mounting body 74 define the bending axes 76a - 76e to 
upper and lower edge margins 18 , 20 . Lips ( or return allow for configuring the mounting extension 72 into a 
flanges ) 38 , 40 extend from the respective flanges 34 , 36 35 selected one of the mounting configurations depending on 
generally toward each other . Likewise , the inner bar 14 the size of the junction box J to be secured to the wall studs 
includes a main body 46 that is generally rectangular having WS using the stud mounting bracket 10 . For example , the 
opposite upper and lower edge margins 48 , 50 , opposite left bending areas may comprise lines of weakness to facilitate 
and right end margins 52 , 54 , a front face 56 , a rear face 58 , bending of the mounting body 74 about the bending axes 
and a forwardly - opening , generally horizontal channel 60 40 76a - 76e . As seen in FIGS . 2 and 3 , the lines of weakness 
extending the length of the main body and located approxi - may be at least partially defined by notches ( or cutouts ) 
mately midway between the upper and lower edge margins . and / or openings ( e . g . , slots ) in the mounting body 74 . The 
A plurality of pilot holes 62 ( FIG . 2 ) are spaced along a bending axes 76a - 76e pass through these notches and / or 
bottom wall of the channel 60 at regular intervals and can be openings . Other suitable ways of facilitating bending of the 
used to attach a junction box to the bar 14 . A pair of integral 45 mounting body 74 and / or the extension tab 78 about the 
upper and lower flanges 64 , 66 extends generally horizon bending axes 76a - 76e do not depart from the scope of the 
tally rearward from the respective upper and lower edge present invention . For example , thinning material at the 
margins 48 , 50 . Lips ( or return flanges ) 68 , 70 extend from bending locations or rigidifying the mounting body at oppo 
the respective flanges 64 , 66 generally toward each other . site sides of the bending locations may facilitate bending 
The outer and inner bars 12 , 14 are similar , with the outer bar 50 about the bending axes 76a - 76e . 
12 having a slightly larger cross section than the inner bar 14 When the mounting extension 72 is in a selected mount 
such that the inner bar fits inside the outer bar 12 with the ing configuration ( see , e . g . , FIGS . 4 , 5 , 7 , and 8 ) , the 
front face 56 , flanges 64 , 66 , and lips 68 , 70 of the inner bar mounting body 74 defines a leg 80 extending forward from 
14 generally in sliding engagement with the respective front the stud mounting bracket 10 ( e . g . , front face 56 of bar 14 ) 
face 26 , flanges 34 , 36 , and lips 38 , 40 of the outer bar 12 . 55 and a stud mounting flange 82 extending laterally from the 
Each of the outer and inner bars 12 , 14 includes a leg and including openings 84 for receiving screws S for 

mounting extension 72 extending laterally outward from the securing the stud mounting bracket 10 to the front mounting 
corresponding outer end margin 24 , 52 of the corresponding surface F1 of the wall stud WS . A length of the leg 80 
main body 16 , 46 , such that the stud mounting bracket 10 generally corresponds to a depth of the junction box J being 
includes a mounting extension 72 at each longitudinal end . 60 mounted on the stud mounting bracket 10 . As described 
In general , these mounting extensions 72 are used to secure below and illustrated in FIGS . 1 - 8 , the mounting extension 
the stud mounting bracket 10 to wall studs WS using suitable 72 includes openings 84 in the mounting body 74 for 
fasteners S ( e . g . , standard self - tapping sheet metal screws ) , receiving a fastener ( e . g . , screws S ) to attach the stud 
as shown in FIGS . 4 , 5 , 7 , and 8 , for example . Only one mounting bracket 10 to the wall stud WS when the mounting 
mounting extension is described in detail below , with the 65 extension is in a compact configuration . The mounting 
understanding that both telescoping bars include substan - extension 72 includes openings 84 in the extension tab 78 for 
tially similar mounting extensions extending from one end receiving a fastener ( e . g . , screws S ) to attach the stud 



US 9 , 935 , 439 B2 

mounting bracket 10 to the wall stud WS when the mounting ally beyond the mounting body 74 . In the extended configu 
extension is in an extended configuration . When the mount ration , the free end of the mounting body 74 is positioned 
ing extension 72 is in one of the mounting configurations closer to the side edge margin of the main body than the free 
and the stud mounting bracket 10 is secured to the wall stud end of the extension tab 78 . In the illustrated embodiment , 
WS ( e . g . , the stud mounting bracket is secured to the front 5 portions of the mounting extension 72 must first be cut at 
mounting surface F1 of the wall stud WS ) , a front face of the locations 88 , 90 to free an end margin of the extension tab 
junction box J attached to the stud mounting bracket or the 78 and allow the extension tab to rotate or pivot outward 
front face of the box plate BP attached to the junction box from the mounting body as the mounting body is folded on 
J may be coplanar with ( lie within the plane ) or disposed itself about the axis 76d . Specifically , a free end of the 
rearward of the plane defined by the front mounting surface 10 extension tab 78 opposite the pivoting axis 76d is removably 
F1 of the wall stud WS . attached to the mounting body 74 . It is understood that other 

FIG . 4 illustrates a first mounting configuration , suitable configurations are within the scope of the present invention . 
for use with a junction box J having a first depth , for For example , the mounting extension 72 can be free of 
example a 4x4 in junction box J having a depth of 11 / 2 in . In material at locations 88 , 90 ( i . e . , the free end of the extension 
this first mounting configuration , the mounting body 74 is 15 tab 78 is not initially attached to the mounting body 74 ) , 
bent forward about the bending axis 76a at the left end such that the extension tab is free to extend the length of the 
margin 52 of the main body 46 such that the mounting body mounting extension without requiring any cutting . 
extends generally perpendicular to the front face 56 , thereby FIG . 7 illustrates a third mounting configuration of the 
forming the leg 80 . The mounting body 74 and the extension mounting extension 72 suitable for use with a junction box 
tab 78 are also bent together about the bending axis 760 to 20 J having a third depth , for example a multi - gang junction 
form the stud mounting flange 82 extending laterally out - box J having a depth of 21 / 2 in . If necessary , portions of the 
ward and generally perpendicular to the leg 80 . The bending mounting extension 72 are cut at locations 88 , 90 to free the 
axis 76c for use with a junction box having a depth of 11 / 2 extension tab 78 for bending to extend the length of the 
in can be marked with indicia including numbers corre - mounting extension 72 . The mounting body 74 is bent back 
sponding to the junction box depth and / or other indicia 25 on itself about the bending axis 76d such that the extension 
identifying the bending areas to inform a user of the proper tab 78 rotates or pivots outward from the mounting body and 
mounting configuration . The screw S passes through the extends the length of the mounting extension 72 . The 
fastener opening 84 and into the stud WS to secure the mounting body 74 is bent forward about the bending axis 
bracket 10 to the stud . 76a at the left edge margin 52 of the main body 46 such that 

FIG . 5 illustrates a second mounting configuration of the 30 the mounting body and at least a portion of the extension tab 
mounting extension 72 suitable for use with a junction box extends generally perpendicular to the front face 56 , thereby 
J having a second depth , for example a 411 / 16x411 / 16 in forming the leg 80 . The extension tab 78 is bent about the 
junction box J having a depth of 21 / 8 in . The mounting body bending axis 76c to form the stud mounting flange 82 
74 is bent forward about the bending axis 76a at the left end extending laterally outward from and generally perpendicu 
margin 52 of the main body 46 such that the mounting body 35 lar to the leg 80 . The bending axes 76 and 76c for use with 
extends generally perpendicular to the front face 56 , thereby a junction box having a depth of 21 / 2 in can be marked with 
forming the leg 80 . The mounting body 74 is then bent about indicia including numbers corresponding to the junction box 
the bending axis 76e to form the stud mounting flange 82 depth and / or other indicia identifying the bending areas to 
extending laterally outward and generally perpendicular to inform a user of the proper mounting configuration . One or 
the leg 80 . The bending axis 76e for use with a junction box 40 more screws S ( e . g . , two screws ) passes through one or more 
having a depth of 21 / 8 in be marked with indicia including fastener openings 84 of the extension tab 78 and into the stud 
numbers corresponding to the junction box depth and / or WS to secure the bracket 10 to the stud . 
other indicia identifying the bending areas to inform a user FIG . 8 illustrates another mounting configuration of the 
of the proper mounting configuration . The screw S passes mounting extension 72 suitable for use with a junction box 
through the fastener opening 84 and into the stud WS to 45 J having a fourth depth , for example a 5x5 in junction box 
secure the bracket 10 to the stud . J having a depth of 213 / 16 in . If necessary , the mounting 
By using the extension tab 78 , for example , the mounting extension 72 is cut at locations 88 , 90 to free the extension 

extension 72 is also configured to accommodate larger tab 78 for bending to extend the length of the mounting 
junction box depths without adding additional material to extension 72 . The mounting body 74 is bent back on itself 
the end of the mounting extension . Referring to FIGS . 3 and 50 about the bending axis 76d such that the extension tab 78 
6 , in an initial or compact configuration , the mounting rotates or pivots outward from the mounting body and 
extension 72 has an initial length L1 , measured from the side extends the length of the mounting extension 72 . The 
edge margin of the stud mounting bracket 10 ( e . g . , from the mounting body 74 is bent forward about the bending axis 
left end margin 52 of the main body 46 of bar 14 ) to a free 76a at the left end margin 52 of the main body 46 such that 
end 86 of the mounting extension . In the compact configu - 55 the mounting body extends generally perpendicular to the 
ration , a free end of the extension tab 78 is positioned closer front face 56 , thereby forming the leg 80 . The extension tab 
to the side edge margin of the main body than a free end of 78 is bent about the bending axis 765 to form the stud 
the mounting body 74 . The mounting extension 72 , for mounting flange 82 extending laterally outward from and 
example the mounting body 74 , can be bent back on itself generally perpendicular to the leg 80 . The bending axes 76d 
about the bending axis 76d such that the extension tab 78 60 and 76b for use with a junction box having a depth of 213 / 16 
extends longitudinally outward from the mounting body , in can be marked with indicia including numbers corre 
thereby increasing the length of the mounting extension to sponding to the junction box depth and / or other indicia 
an extended length L2 , which is greater than the initial identifying the bending areas to inform a user of the proper 
length L1 . The extension tab 78 is pivoted relative to the mounting configuration . One or more screws S ( e . g . , two 
mounting body 74 about the bending or pivoting axis 76d to 65 screws ) passes through one or more fastener openings 84 of 
extend the length of the mounting extension 72 . In the the extension tab 78 and into the stud WS to secure the 
extended configuration , the extension tab 78 extends later - bracket 10 to the stud . 
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As can be seen from the above disclosure and FIGS . 1 - 8 , the junction box is attached to the box mounting bracket 
the mounting extension 72 of the stud mounting bracket 10 500 . A tang 522 extends rearward from the base 502 and 
can be configured in a plurality of mounting configurations extends into the channel 30 , 60 of the stud mounting bracket 
for use with the typical junction boxes J having depths of 11 / 2 10 when the box mounting bracket 500 is attached to the 
in , 21 / 8 in , 21 / 2 in , and 213 / 16 in , thereby eliminating the need 5 stud mounting bracket . The base 502 also includes openings 
for a number of stud mounting brackets of different depths . 524 for optionally receiving fasteners to attach the box 
Moreover , as disclosed above , the mounting extension is mounting bracket 500 to the stud mounting bracket 10 . 
configurable to an extended length greater than an initial The box mounting bracket 500 includes first and second 
length for accommodating larger depth junction boxes with independently movable upper jaws 530 , 532 and first and 
out requiring additional material be added to the end of the 10 second independently movable lower jaws 534 , 536 . The 
mounting extension . The mounting extension 72 as jaws 530 , 532 , 534 , 536 are configured to clip on to the 
described above can be used with different stud mounting telescoping bars 12 , 14 of the stud mounting bracket 10 . In 
brackets other than the described telescoping bracket within the illustrated embodiment , each jaw 530 , 532 , 534 , 536 can 
the scope of the present invention . For example , a fixed be resiliently deflected to clip onto the stud mounting 
length stud mounting bracket can include a mounting exten - 15 bracket 10 , independent of any resilient deflection of the 
sion 72 on one or both ends thereof . Other configurations are other jaws . Because each jaw is independently movable , the 
within the scope of the present invention . box mounting bracket 500 can be positioned entirely on the 

FIGS . 9 - 12 illustrate alternate embodiments for the outer telescoping bar 12 , be positioned entirely on the inner 
mounting extension 72 . Corresponding reference numbers telescoping bar 14 , or straddle the outer and the inner bars 
are used to refer to corresponding elements . Where elements 20 ( see FIG . 15 ) . 
are substantially similar to the embodiments described Each upper jaw 530 , 532 comprises an arm 538 extending 
above , they will not be described in detail again below . rearward from the base 502 at the upper edge margin 504 , a 

In the embodiment of FIGS . 9 and 10 , the mounting leg 540 extending downward from the arm , and a hook 542 
extension 172 includes two extension tabs 178 positioned on extending forward from the leg . Each lower jaw 534 , 536 
the outside of the mounting body 174 . In this embodiment , 25 comprises an outer arm 544 extending rearward from the 
an interior section of the mounting extension 172 comprises base 502 at the lower edge margin 506 and an inner arm 546 
the mounting body 174 . An exterior section of the mounting extending forward from the outer arm . Optionally , the outer 
extension 172 comprises the extension tab 178 . The exten - arms 544 of the lower jaws 534 , 536 are connected by a 
sion tabs 178 are attached to the mounting body 174 at a connecting member 548 , as illustrated . Alternatively , the 
bending or pivoting axis 176d . The extension tabs 178 can 30 lower jaws 534 , 536 can be completely separate with no 
also be removably attached to the mounting body 174 at a connecting member extending therebetween . Although the 
free end opposite the pivoting axis 176d . The mounting outer arms 544 of the lower jaws 534 , 536 are connected by 
extension 172 can be cut at locations 188 , 190 to free the the connecting member 548 in the illustrated embodiment , 
extension tabs 178 . The mounting body 174 can then be bent the inner arms 546 are independently movable , thereby 
back on itself about bending axis 176d to rotate the exten - 35 making the lower jaws independently movable relative to 
sion tabs 178 such that the extension tabs extend longitu - each other . A pair of tangs 550 extends generally upward and 
dinally outward from the mounting body , thereby extending forward from the connecting member 548 between the outer 
the length of the mounting extension 172 . Screws are arms 544 for inhibiting inadvertent removal of the box 
inserted through one or more of the openings 184 to fasten mounting bracket 500 from the stud mounting bracket 10 , as 
the mounting extension to the wall stud . The method of 40 will be described below . 
configuring a stud mounting bracket including the mounting When the box mounting bracket 500 is positioned on the 
extensions 172 for use with boxes of various sizes is similar outer bar 12 ( FIG . 16 ) of the stud mounting bracket 10 , the 
to the method set forth above with respect to the first upper jaw 532 clips around the upper flange 34 of the bar . 
embodiment . The hook 542 of the upper jaw 532 extends below the upper 

In the embodiment of FIGS . 11 and 12 , the mounting 45 lip 38 of the telescoping bar 12 . The lower jaw 536 engages 
extension 272 includes barbs 292 for contacting the wall the lower flange 36 of the bar 12 and clamps the bar between 
stud WS to hold the stud mounting bracket 210 in place on the upper jaw 530 and the lower jaw . The inner arm 546 of 
the wall stud until mounting screws S can be inserted the lower jaw 536 flexes downward to accommodate the 
through the opening 284 to fasten the stud mounting bracket telescoping bar 12 and to clamp the bar between the upper 
to the wall stud . 50 and lower jaws . The upper jaw 532 and / or the lower jaw 536 

FIGS . 13 - 17 illustrate an embodiment of a box mounting ( including the outer arm 544 and / or the inner arm 546 ) can 
bracket 500 for use in attaching a junction box J to the stud resiliently deflect to accommodate the outer bar 12 . If force 
mounting bracket 10 . In this embodiment , the box mounting is applied to the top of the box mounting bracket 500 ( e . g . , 
bracket 500 is a unitary , one - piece construction . The box if the top of a junction box J attached to the box mounting 
mounting bracket 500 may be formed from a single sheet of 55 bracket is contacted during installation of dry wall ) , the 
metal ( e . g . , steel or aluminum ) or other suitable material . In tangs 550 will contact the lip 40 of the telescoping bar 12 
one embodiment , the box mounting bracket 500 is formed and prevent the box mounting bracket from coming off the 
from spring steel . The box mounting bracket 500 includes a bar . If force is applied to the bottom of the box mounting 
base 502 that is generally rectangular having opposite upper bracket 500 ( e . g . , if the bottom of a junction box J attached 
and lower edge margins 504 , 506 , opposite left and right 60 to the box mounting bracket is contacted during installation 
edge margins 508 , 510 , a front face 512 , and a rear face 514 . of dry wall ) , the hook 542 will contact the lip 38 of the bar 
An attachment tab 516 extends upward from the upper edge 12 and prevent the box mounting bracket from coming off 
margin 504 and includes openings 518 for receiving a the bar . Thus , once the box mounting bracket 500 is posi 
fastener F to attach a junction box J to the box mounting tioned on the stud mounting bracket 10 , inadvertent removal 
bracket 500 . A tang 520 extends downward and forward 65 due to forces acting on the box mounting bracket is pre 
from the lower edge margin 506 . The tang 520 is inserted vented . In order to remove the box mounting bracket 500 , a 
into an opening in the back wall of the junction box J when tool ( e . g . , a screwdriver ) can be inserted between the con 
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necting member 548 and the telescoping bar 12 to pry the another embodiment , the stud mounting bracket 10 , junction 
box mounting bracket off the bar . box J , and box plate BP can be sold together , either 

When the box mounting bracket 500 is positioned on the assembled or disassembled . In yet another embodiment , a 
inner telescoping bar 14 ( FIG . 17 ) , the upper jaw 530 clips stud mounting bracket assembly includes the stud mounting 
around the upper flange 64 of the bar . The hook 542 of the 5 bracket 10 and the box mounting bracket 500 . The stud 
upper jaw 530 extends below the upper lip 68 of the mounting bracket and box mounting bracket can be sold 
telescoping bar 14 . The lower jaw 534 engages the lower assembled or disassembled . In any of the above embodi 
flange 66 of the bar 14 and clamps the bar between the upper ments , the assembly can further include additional junction 
jaw 532 and the lower jaw . The inner arm 546 of the lower boxes J and box plates BP . Other configurations and assem 
jaw 534 flexes downward to accommodate the telescoping 10 blies are within the scope of the present invention . 
bar 14 and to clamp the bar between the upper and lower The stud mounting brackets as described above are ver 
jaws . The upper jaw 530 and / or the lower jaw 534 ( including satile and permit a user to use the bracket with various size 
the outer arm 544 and / or the inner arm 546 ) can resiliently junction boxes . The stud mounting brackets as described 
deflect to accommodate the outer bar 12 . If force is applied eliminate the need for different depths of stud mounting 
to the top of the box mounting bracket 500 ( e . g . , if the top 15 bracket based on junction box size , while not requiring any 
of a junction box J attached to the box mounting bracket is additional material that would add to the cost of the stud 
contacted during installation of dry wall ) , the tangs 550 will mounting bracket . The box mounting bracket as described 
contact the lip 70 of the telescoping bar 14 and prevent the above is versatile and permits a user to attach the box 
box mounting bracket from coming off the bar . If force is mounting bracket at any location along the stud mounting 
applied to the bottom of the box mounting bracket 500 ( e . g . , 20 bracket . The box mounting bracket also prevents inadvertent 
if the bottom of a junction box J attached to the box removal of the box mounting bracket due to forces applied 
mounting bracket is contacted during installation of dry during construction or installation . 
wall ) , the hook 542 will contact the lip 68 of the bar 14 and Having described embodiments of the invention in detail , 
prevent the box mounting bracket from coming off the bar . it will be apparent that modifications and variations are 
Thus , once the box mounting bracket 500 is positioned on 25 possible without departing from the scope of the invention 
the stud mounting bracket 10 , inadvertent removal due to defined in the appended claims . 
forces acting on the box mounting bracket is prevented . In When introducing elements of the illustrated embodi 
order to remove the box mounting bracket 500 , a tool ( e . g . , ments thereof , the articles “ a ” , “ an ” , “ the ” and “ said ” are 
a screwdriver ) can be inserted between the connecting intended to mean that there are one or more of the elements . 
member 548 and the telescoping bar 14 to pry the box 30 The terms " comprising " , " including ” and “ having ” are 
mounting bracket off the bar . intended to be inclusive and mean that there may be addi 

Because the upper jaws 530 , 532 are independently mov - tional elements other than the listed elements . 
able relative to each other and the lower jaws 534 , 536 are As various changes could be made in the above construc 
independently movable relative to each other , the box tions , products , and methods without departing from the 
mounting bracket 500 can be positioned at any location 35 scope of the invention , it is intended that all matter contained 
along the stud mounting bracket 10 . If the box mounting in the above description and shown in the accompanying 
bracket 500 is positioned partially on the outer bar 12 and drawings shall be interpreted as illustrative and not in a 
partially on the inner bar 14 , the jaws positioned on the outer limiting sense . 
bar engage the bracket as described above with reference to 
jaws 532 , 536 ( FIG . 16 ) , and the jaws positioned on the inner 40 What is claimed is : 
bar engage the bracket as described above with reference to 1 . A box mounting bracket for mounting a junction box on 
jaws 530 , 534 ( FIG . 17 ) . Other configurations including a stud mounting bracket , the box mounting bracket com 
independently movable upper and lower jaws are within the prising : 
scope of the present invention . For example , the upper and a base having a front face , a rear face , an upper edge 
lower jaws can have the same construction ( e . g . , both the 45 margin and a lower edge margin , the base constructed 
upper and lower jaws can be configured as the upper jaws for attaching a junction box to the front face thereof ; 
described above , or both the upper and lower jaws can be a first upper jaw extending rearward from the upper edge 
configured as the lower jaws described above ) . Alterna margin of the base , the first upper jaw configured to 
tively , only one side of the box mounting bracket ( the upper engage the stud mounting bracket for use in attaching 
side or the lower side ) may include independently movable 50 the box mounting bracket to the stud mounting bracket ; 
jaws . and 

The stud mounting bracket 10 can be sold and shipped to a second upper jaw extending rearward from the upper 
customers separately or as part of an assembly , such as a edge margin of the base , the second upper jaw config 
pre - assembled electrical unit , or as part of a kit . Likewise , ured to engage the stud mounting bracket for use in 
the box mounting bracket 500 can be sold and shipped to 55 attaching the box mounting bracket to the stud mount 
customers separately or as part of an assembly , such as a ing bracket , 
pre - assembled electrical unit , or as part of a kit . In one a first lower jaw extending rearward from the lower edge 
embodiment , a stud mounting bracket assembly includes the margin of the base , the first lower jaw being resiliently 
stud mounting bracket 10 as described above , the box deflectable both relative to the base and independent of 
mounting bracket 500 as described above , and a junction 60 each of the first and second upper jaws when attaching 
box J for attachment to the stud mounting bracket . The the box mounting bracket to the stud mounting bracket , 
junction box J can be attached to the stud mounting bracket wherein the first and second upper jaws are resiliently 
as - sold with the stud mounting bracket either in the initial deflectable both relative to the base and independent of 
configuration ( FIGS . 1 and 2 ) or in a mounting configuration one another when attaching the box mounting bracket 
for use with the junction box . Alternatively , the stud mount - 65 to the stud mounting bracket , 
ing bracket 10 , box mounting bracket 500 , and junction box wherein the first lower jaw comprises an outer jaw arm 
J can be sold together as a kit for assembly by the user . In and an inner jaw arm , the outer and inner jaw arms 
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being resiliently deflectable both relative to the base and second lower jaws and configured to prevent inadvertent 
and independent of one another . removal of the box mounting bracket from the stud mount 

2 . The box mounting bracket as recited in claim 1 , ing bracket . 
wherein each of the first and second upper jaws comprises 11 . The box mounting bracket as recited in claim 10 , 
a hook configured to prevent inadvertent removal of the box 5 wherein each of the first and second lower jaws comprises 
mounting bracket from the stud mounting bracket . an outer jaw arm and an inner jaw arm , each of the outer and 

3 . The box mounting bracket as recited in claim 1 , further inner jaw arms being resiliently deflectable both relative to comprising a tang extending from the first lower jaw and the base and independent of one another . configured to prevent inadvertent removal of the box mount 12 . The box mounting bracket as recited in claim 11 , ing bracket from the stud mounting bracket . further comprising a connecting member interconnecting the 4 . The box mounting bracket as recited in claim 1 , further outer arms of the first and second lower jaws . comprising a second lower jaw extending rearward from the 13 . A box mounting bracket for mounting a junction box lower edge margin of the base , the second lower jaw being 
resiliently deflectable both relative to the base and indepen on a stud mounting bracket , the box mounting bracket 
dent of each of the first upper jaw , the second upper jaw , and 15 comprising : 
the first lower jaw when attaching the box mounting bracket a base having a front face , a rear face , an upper edge 
to the stud mounting bracket . margin and a lower edge margin , the base constructed 

5 . The box mounting bracket as recited in claim 4 , further for attaching a junction box to the front face thereof ; 
comprising a tang extending from each of the first and a first upper jaw extending rearward from the upper edge 
second lower jaws and configured to prevent inadvertent 20 margin of the base , the first upper jaw configured to 
removal of the box mounting bracket from the stud mount engage the stud mounting bracket for use in attaching 
ing bracket . the box mounting bracket to the stud mounting bracket ; 

6 . The box mounting bracket as recited in claim 4 , a second upper jaw extending rearward from the upper 
wherein second lower jaw comprises an outer jaw arm and edge margin of the base , the second upper jaw config 
an inner jaw arm , the outer and inner jaw arms of the second 25 ured to engage the stud mounting bracket for use in 
lower jaw being resiliently deflectable both relative to the attaching the box mounting bracket to the stud mount 
base and independent of one another . ing bracket ; 

7 . The box mounting bracket as recited in claim 6 , further a first lower jaw extending rearward from the lower edge comprising a connecting member interconnecting the outer margin of the base , the first lower jaw being resiliently arms of the first and second lower jaws . deflectable both relative to the base and independent of 8 . Abox mounting bracket for mounting a junction box on each of the first and second upper jaws when attaching a stud mounting bracket , the box mounting bracket com the box mounting bracket to the stud mounting bracket ; prising : 
and a base having a front face , a rear face , an upper edge 

margin and a lower edge margin , the base constructed 35 a tang extending from the first lower jaw and configured 
for attaching a junction box to the front face thereof ; to prevent inadvertent removal of the box mounting 

bracket from the stud mounting bracket , a first upper jaw extending rearward from the upper edge 
margin of the base , the first upper jaw configured to wherein the first and second upper jaws are resiliently 
engage the stud mounting bracket for use in attaching deflectable both relative to the base and independent of 
the box mounting bracket to the stud mounting bracket ; 40 one another when attaching the box mounting bracket 
and to the stud mounting bracket . 

a second upper jaw extending rearward from the upper 14 . A box mounting bracket for mounting a junction box 
edge margin of the base , the second upper jaw config - on a stud mounting bracket , the box mounting bracket 
ured to engage the stud mounting bracket for use in comprising : 
attaching the box mounting bracket to the stud mount - 45 a base having a front face , a rear face , an upper edge 
ing bracket , margin and a lower edge margin , the base constructed 

a first lower jaw extending rearward from the lower edge for attaching a junction box to the front face thereof ; 
margin of the base , the lower jaw being resiliently a first upper jaw extending rearward from the upper edge 
deflectable both relative to the base and independent of margin of the base , the first upper jaw configured to 
each of the first and second upper jaws when attaching 50 engage the stud mounting bracket for use in attaching 
the box mounting bracket to the stud mounting bracket , the box mounting bracket to the stud mounting bracket ; 

a second lower jaw extending rearward from the lower 
edge margin of the base , the second lower jaw being a second upper jaw extending rearward from the upper 
resiliently deflectable both relative to the base and edge margin of the base , the second upper jaw config 
independent of each of the first upper jaw , the second 55 ured to engage the stud mounting bracket for use in 
upper jaw , and the first lower jaw when attaching the attaching the box mounting bracket to the stud mount 
box mounting bracket to the stud mounting bracket ing bracket , 

wherein the first and second upper jaws are resiliently wherein the first and second upper jaws are resiliently 
deflectable both relative to the base and independent of deflectable both relative to the base and independent of 
one another when attaching the box mounting bracket 60 one another when attaching the box mounting bracket 
to the stud mounting bracket . to the stud mounting bracket , 

9 . The box mounting bracket as recited in claim 8 , wherein each of the first and second upper jaws comprises 
wherein each of the first and second upper jaws comprises a hook configured to prevent inadvertent removal of the 
a hook configured to prevent inadvertent removal of the box box mounting bracket from the stud mounting bracket . 
mounting bracket from the stud mounting bracket . 65 15 . A box mounting bracket for mounting a junction box 

10 . The box mounting bracket as recited in claim 9 , on a stud mounting bracket , the box mounting bracket 
further comprising a tang extending from each of the first comprising : 

and 
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a base having a front face , a rear face , an upper edge 16 . The box mounting bracket as recited in claim 15 , 
margin and a lower edge margin , the base constructed further comprising a connecting member interconnecting the 
for attaching a junction box to the front face thereof ; outer arms of the first and second lower jaws . 

a first lower jaw extending rearward from the lower edge 17 . The box mounting bracket as recited in claim 15 , 
margin of the base , the first lower jaw configured to 5 further comprising a tang extending from the first lower jaw 
engage the stud mounting bracket for use in attaching and configured to prevent inadvertent removal of the box 
the box mounting bracket to the stud mounting bracket ; mounting bracket from the stud mounting bracket . 

18 . The box mounting bracket as recited in claim 17 , 
a second lower jaw extending rearward from the lower further comprising a tang extending from the second lower 

edge margin of the base , the second lower jaw config - 10 10 jaw and configured to prevent inadvertent removal of the 
ured to engage the stud mounting bracket for use in box mounting bracket from the stud mounting bracket . 
attaching the box mounting bracket to the stud mount 19 . The box mounting bracket as recited in claim 15 , 
ing bracket , further comprising a first upper jaw extending rearward from 

wherein the first and second lower jaws are resiliently the upper edge margin of the base , the first upper jaw 
deflectable both relative to the base and independent of 15 con of 15 configured to engage the stud mounting bracket for use in 
one another when attaching the box mounting bracket attaching the box mounting bracket to the stud mounting 

bracket . to the stud mounting bracket , 
wherein each of the first and second lower jaws comprises 20 . The box mounting bracket as recited in claim 19 , 

an outer jaw arm and an inner jaw arm , each of the wherein the first upper jaw comprises a hook configured to 
outer and inner jaw arms being resiliently deflectable 20 P table 20 prevent inadvertent removal of the box mounting bracket 
both relative to the base and independent of one from the stud mounting bracket . 
another . * * * * * 


