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1
BRACES USING LACING SYSTEMS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e)
to U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/360,619, filed on Jul.
1, 2010, and titled “BRACES USING LACING SYS-
TEMS,” the entirety of which is hereby incorporated by
reference herein and made a part of this specification for all
that it discloses.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

Embodiments of the present invention relate to medical
braces (e.g., wrist braces and ankle braces), and more
particularly to medical braces that use lacing systems.

Description of the Related Art

Although various lacing systems are available for use in
connection with various wearable articles including medical
braces, there remains a need for improvement.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

By way of example and not limitation, a medical brace
can include a main body configured to be worn by a user and
a lacing system configured to tighten and loosen the main
body. The lacing system can include a first reel configured
to rotate about a first axis to tighten a first portion of the
lacing system, a second reel configured to rotate about a
second axis different than the first axis to tighten a second
portion of the lacing system, and a housing piece configured
to house both the first reel and the second reel.

The housing piece can be substantially rigid and can be
configured to provide substantially rigid support to the
medical brace. In some embodiments, the medical brace
does not include any rigid support member other than the
housing piece. The second reel can be positioned adjacent to
the first reel. The medical brace can be a wrist brace. The
medical brace can be an ankle brace.

The lacing system can further include a plurality of lace
guides mounted onto a second housing piece. The second
housing piece can be substantially rigid and configured to
provide substantially rigid support to the medical brace. In
some embodiments, the medical brace does not include any
rigid support member other than the housing piece and the
second housing piece.

The medical brace can include a first side and a second
side that are configured to be drawn together by tightening
the lacing system. The first reel and second reel can be
positioned on the first side of the medical brace, and the
plurality of lace guides mounted onto the second housing
piece can be positioned on the second side of the medical
brace.

The medical brace can include an upper layer, wherein the
first reel and the second reel are positioned above the upper
layer, and wherein the housing piece is positioned under the
upper layer. The upper layer can include a first hole and a
second hole, and the first reel can extend through the first
hole and the second reel can extend through the second hole.

A medical brace can include a main body configured to be
worn by a user; and a lacing system configured to tighten
and loosen the main body. The lacing system can include a
lace, a plurality of lace guides configured to provide a lace
path for the lace, and a unitary housing piece supporting the
plurality of lace guides. A first guide of the plurality of lace

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

guides can have a first opening and a second opening and a
lace channel extending between the first opening and the
second opening, a second guide of the plurality of lace
guides can have a first opening, a second opening, and a lace
channel extending between the first opening and the second
opening, and the second opening of the first guide and the
first opening of the second guide can be positioned between
the first opening of the first guide and the second opening of
the second guide. The housing piece can be substantially
rigid and can be configured to provide substantially rigid
support to the medical brace.

In some embodiments, the medical brace does not include
any rigid support member other than the housing piece.

The medical brace can include a first side and a second
side that are configured to be drawn together by tightening
the lacing system. The plurality of lace guides supported by
the unitary housing piece can be positioned on the first side
of the medical brace. In some embodiments, no additional
lace guides are positioned on the first side of the medical
brace.

The plurality of lace guides supported by the unitary
housing piece can be spaced apart from each other with
portions of the unitary housing piece extending between the
lace guides. The plurality of lace guides supported by the
unitary housing piece can be arranged generally linearly
along a side of the medical brace.

The medical brace can include an upper layer, and the
plurality of lace guides can be positioned above the upper
layer, while the unitary housing piece can be positioned
under the upper layer.

The upper layer can include a plurality of holes corre-
sponding to the plurality of lace guides, and the lace guides
can extend through the holes in the upper layer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Various embodiments are depicted in the accompanying
drawings for illustrative purposes, and should in no way be
interpreted as limiting the scope of the inventions.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment of a wrist
brace with an embodiment of a lacing system.

FIG. 2 is another view of the wrist brace of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3A is a top view of a first portion of the lacing system
of the wrist brace shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3B is a top view of a second portion of the lacing
system shown FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is an exploded view of the first portion of the lacing
system.

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a first reel housing.

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a second reel housing.

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the second portion of the
lacing system.

FIG. 8 is another perspective view of the second portion
of the lacing system.

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of an embodiment of an ankle
brace with an embodiment of a lacing system.

FIG. 10 is another perspective view of the ankle brace of
FIG. 9.

FIG. 11 is perspective view of an example hosing and two
reels associated therewith.

FIG. 12 is another perspective view of the hosing and the
two reels.

FIG. 13 is an exploded perspective view of the housing
and the two reels.

FIG. 14 is a side view of the housing and the two reels.

FIG. 15 is a bottom view of the housing and the lower
reel.
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FIG. 16 is a perspective view of the housing.

FIG. 17 is perspective view of a lace guide.

FIG. 18 is a perspective view of another embodiment of
an ankle brace.

FIG. 19 is a perspective view of another lace guide.

FIG. 20 is a perspective view of another embodiment of
an ankle brace.

FIG. 21 is a perspective view of another embodiment of
an ankle brace.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a wrist brace 100. The
illustrated wrist brace is configured to be used on a left wrist
of the wearer, but a similar brace could be made for use on
the right wrist by rearranging and modifying the features of
the wrist brace 100. Although the illustrated embodiment is
a wrist brace, it will be understood that similar features can
be incorporated into various other braces or even into other
articles such as, but not limited to, hats, gloves, boots, shoes,
etc.

The brace 100 can have a main body 102 that can be
generally cylindrical to receive the wearer’s arm therein.
The main body 102 can have a main opening 104 that allows
the user’s arm to enter the main body 102, and a fingers hole
106, and a thumb hole 108 (hidden from view in FIG. 1).
The main body 102 can have edges 110a-b separated by a
space that can increase or decrease depending on the size of
the wearer’s arm and to allow the wearer to put the brace on
and to remove the brace. A tongue 112 can be positioned
between and under the edges 110a-b, and can be secured to
the inside of the main body 102, for example, using an
elastic material. In some embodiments, the brace 100 can
include a rigid support member (hidden from view) config-
ured to maintain the wearer’s wrist in the design orientation
with relatively little freedom of movement.

The brace 100 can include a lacing system 114 configured
to draw the edges 110a-b towards each other to tighten the
brace 100 around the wrist of the wearer. The lacing system
114 can include various components, some of which are
shown in the illustrated embodiment, but it will be under-
stood that aspects of the example illustrated lacing system
114 can be altered, omitted, or added to in other embodi-
ments. The lacing system 114 can include a first portion 116
on a first side 110a of the brace 100 and a second portion 118
on a second side 1105 of the brace 100 (see the phantom
lines in FIG. 2). The first portion 116 can include a lace stop
120, a first reel 122, and a second reel 124. The second
portion 118 can include three lace guides 126, 128, 130.
Other combinations of reels, guides, and stops can be used.

Afirst lace 132 can start at the lace stop 120, pass through
the first lace guide 126, and enter the first reel 122. The reel
122 can be configured to draw the first lace 132 into the reel
122 when a knob of the reel 122 is rotated about a first axis
A in the tightening direction. For example, the end of the
lace 132 can be tied or otherwise attached to a spool inside
the reel 122 such that as the knob and spool rotate in the
tightening directions, the lace 132 will be wound around a
lace channel such that additional lace 132 is drawn into the
reel 122. In some embodiments, the knob of the reel 122 can
be rotated in a loosening direction to incrementally release
the first lace 132 from the first reel 122. In some embodi-
ments, the reel 122 can be released (e.g., by lifting the knob
of the reel 122 to a raised, disengaged position) to allow the
lace 132 to be pulled from the reel 122 for loosening. In
some embodiments, both releasing actions are possible.
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Thus, the reel 122 can be operable to tighten and loosen a
front portion (wrist area) of the brace 100 that is associated
with the first lace 132.

A second lace 134 can fixedly start at the first reel 122, run
through the second lace guide 128, through the third lace
guide 130, and to the second reel 124. In the illustrated
embodiment, even though the second lace 134 begins at the
first reel 122, rotation of the knob of the first reel 122 does
not tighten or loosen the second lace 134. Rather, the second
lace 134 is merely tied, or otherwise secured, to the first reel
122. When the knob of the second reel 124 is rotated about
a second axis B in the tightening direction, the second lace
134 is drawn into the second reel 124. The second lace 134
can be loosened by rotating the knob in the loosing direction
in some embodiments, or by transitioning the reel 124 to a
disengaged position that releases the second lace 134 for
loosening, or both. Thus, the second reel 124 can be operable
to tighten and loosen a back portion (forearem area) of the
brace 100 that is associated with the second lace 134. In the
illustrated embodiment, the axis A is substantially parallel to
the axis B, which in some cases can allow the user to rotate
both reels 122, 124 with generally the same hand motion
without significant reorientation of the brace 100. Other,
configurations are possible in which the axis A about which
the first reel 122 rotates is not substantially parallel to the
axis B about which the second reel 124 rotates. For example,
the reels 122, 124 can be located on opposite sides of the
brace 100.

In some embodiments, the lace stop 120, first reel 122,
and the second reel 124 can all be interconnected or formed
as parts of a single first housing piece 136. Similarly, the
three lace guides 126, 128, 130 can all be interconnected or
formed as parts of a single second housing piece. FIG. 2 is
a top view of the wrist brace 100 in which the first housing
piece 136 and the second housing piece 138 are shown
outlined in dotted lines even though at least a portion of the
housing pieces 136, 138 would be hidden from view during
normal observation (see FIG. 1). FIG. 3A is a top view of the
first portion 116 of the lacing system 114, shown separated
from the brace 100. FIG. 3B is a top view of the second
portion 118 of the lacing system 114, also shown separated
from the brace 100. The first and second housing pieces 136,
138 can include stitch flanges 140, 142 or areas configured
to receive stitching to secure the first and second housing
pieces 136, 138 to the brace 100. Alternatively, these flanges
could be used for adhesive application, RF welding, or insert
molding into the main body 102. Turning back to FIG. 2, a
stitch line 144 can pass through the upper layer 146 of the
brace 100, through the stitch flange 142, and through an
underlying layer 148. In some embodiments, the upper layer
146 covers only a part of the brace, leaving part of the
underlying layer 148 exposed and visible. In some embodi-
ments, the underlying material 148 can include neoprene, or
any other suitable materials. The underlying material 148
can be a multilayer material. Additional stitch lines 150a-c
can be used to secure the first housing piece 136 to the brace
100. In some embodiments, a single stitch line can be used
for securing the first housing piece to the brace 100 between
the upper layer 146 and the underlying layer 148. The upper
layer 146 can include holes therein that correspond to the
lace stop 120, first reel 122, second reel 124, and the lace
guides 126, 128, 130 such that these components of the
lacing system can be positioned on the exterior of the brace
100 while the interconnecting housing pieces 136, 138 can
be positioned under the upper layer 146, hidden from view.

Joining the lace stop 120, the first reel 122, and the second
reel 124 onto a single interconnected housing piece 136
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provides the benefit that the brace 100 can be produced more
quickly, more reliably, and at less cost. It can be less time
consuming and cheaper to mold one housing piece than
three separate pieces. During assembly, it can be simpler to
properly position a single housing piece to be secured (e.g.,
by stitching) to the brace 100 than to properly position three
separate pieces. Thus, the occurrence of erroneously posi-
tioned pieces can be reduced. Because the positions of the
components of the lacing system 114 affect the fit of the
brace 100 on the wearer’s arm, if the components are
misplaced, the brace 100 may not fit properly and the
wearer’s arm may be not protected and/or treated properly
by the brace. Also, in some instances, a single stitch line
(e.g., 144) can be used instead of multiple stitch lines when
multiple components are joined into a single housing piece,
further streamlining the assembly process. Additionally, the
interconnection of the components may also serve as a
therapeutic stiffener for fixation and may be tailored in
thickness to achieve a desired stiffness distribution and
contour for the desired therapeutic affect.

Turning now to FIG. 4, which is an exploded perspective
view of the first portion 116 of the lacing system 114. The
lace stop 120 can be formed as an integral piece with the first
housing piece 136. The lace stop 120 can be a generally
wedge-shaped structure 152 with a hole 154 formed there-
through. The end of the first lace 132 can be fed through the
hole 154 and a knot can be tied or a fitting may be crimped
at the end of the first lace 132, thereby preventing the lace
132 from being pulled back through the hole 154.

The first housing piece 136 can include a first reel housing
156 and a second reel housing 158 as integral pieces thereof,
or as separate pieces attached thereto. The reel housings 156,
158 can be configured to receive corresponding spool mem-
bers 160, 162 therein. Knobs 164, 166 can engage the spool
member 160, 162, and can be secured to the corresponding
reel housings 156, 158 by center screws 168, 170. In the
illustrated embodiment, the reels 122, 124 can be configured
to incrementally tighten when the knobs 164, 166 are rotated
in a tightening direction and to incrementally loosen when
the knobs 164, 166 are rotated in a loosening direction.
Additional details regarding the reels 122, 124 are disclosed
in U.S. application Ser. No. 12/623,362 (the “’362 applica-
tion™), filed Nov. 20, 2009, and titled REEL BASED LAC-
ING SYSTEM, which is hereby incorporated herein by
reference in its entirety and made a part of this specification
for all that it discloses. Specifically, at least the embodiments
shown in FIGS. 3-25 of the *362 application relate to a reel
based lacing system configured to incrementally tighten and
incrementally loosen.

Although the illustrated embodiment is shown as having
reels that incrementally tighten and incrementally loosen, it
will be understood that any other suitable type of reel or
mechanism for tightening the lace of a lacing system can be
used. Other reel designs that may be used in connection with
the reels 122, 124 are disclosed in U.S. Provisional patent
application Ser. No. 13/098,276 (the “’276 application”),
filed Apr. 29, 2011, and titled REEL BASED LACING
SYSTEM, which is hereby incorporated herein by reference
in its entirety and made a part of this specification for all that
it discloses, as well as in U.S. patent application Ser. No.
11/842,013 (the “’013 application™), filed Aug. 20, 2007,
titled REEL BASED CLOSURE SYSTEM, published as
Publication No. 2008/0066346 on Mar. 20, 2008, which is
hereby incorporated herein by reference in its entirety and
made a part of this specification for all that it discloses.

FIG. 5 is a close-up perspective view of the reel housing
156. The end of the first lace 132 can enter into the reel
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housing 156 through the hole 172. The hole 172 can be an
elongate slot type hole such that the lace 132 can enter the
hole 172 from a range of directions without being forced to
turn a sharp corner by the walls of the hole 172. The first lace
132 can be attached to the spool member 160 such that when
the spool member 160 and knob 164 rotate, the lace 132 is
either pulled into the reel housing 156 or driven out of the
reel housing 156 via the hole 172.

The end of the second lace 134 can be secured to the reel
housing 156 via the hole 174. The lace 134 can be inserted
through the hole 174 and a knot can be tied or a fitting may
be crimped to the end of the lace 134 such that the lace
cannot be pulled back through the hole 174. The second lace
134 merely uses the first reel 122 as a lace stop, and is not
drawn into the reel housing 156 when the reel 122 is
tightened.

FIG. 6 is a close-up perspective view of the reel housing
158. The end of the second lace 134 can enter into the reel
housing 158 through the hole 176. The hole 176 can be an
elongate slot type hole such that the lace 134 can enter the
hole 176 from a range of directions without being forced to
turn a sharp corner by the walls of the hole 176. The second
lace 134 can be attached to the spool member 162 such that
when the spool member 162 and knob 166 rotate, the lace
134 is either pulled into the reel housing 158 or driven out
of the reel housing 158 via the hole 176. As can be seen, for
example, in FIGS. 1 and 2, in some embodiments, the lace
134 can enter the side of the reel 124 that is furthest toward
the back of the brace 100 so that the when the reel 124 is
tightened, the back end of the brace 100 can be made to fit
sufficiently firm on the wearer’s arm.

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the second portion 118 of
the lacing system 114. FIG. 8 is another perspective view of
the second portion 118 of the lacing system 114. In some
embodiments, the lace guides 126, 128, 130 can be inte-
grally formed as part of the second housing piece 138. The
lace guides 126, 128, 130 can be separately formed and
attached to the second housing piece 138 by a fastener or an
adhesive or any suitable manner of attachment. The lace
guides 126, 128, 130 can be closed back lace guides,
although open back lace guides may also be used. The lace
guides 126, 128, 130 can be specially positioned on the
second housing piece 138 at locations that correspond to the
lace path associated with the reels 122, 124 and the lace stop
120. Also, as can be seen by comparing FIGS. 7 and 8 to
FIGS. 1 and 2, which show the lacing pattern, the sides of
the lace guides 126, 128, 130 can be configured according to
the anticipated lace path through the lace guides 126, 128,
130. The lace guide 126 has a first curved exit path 178 on
a first side to receive the lace coming from the lace stop 120,
and a second curved exit path 180 on the other side to
receive lace coming from the reel 122. The lace guide 128
can have a curved exit path 182 on a first side to receive lace
from the reel 122, and a hole 184 that points generally
toward the lace guide 130 to direct the lace toward the lace
guide 130. The lace guide 130 can have a hole 186 than can
align collinearly with the hole 184 to receive the lace from
the guide 128, and a curved exit path 188 on the opposite
side of the hole 186. The curved exit paths 178, 180, 182,
and 188 and the holes 184, 186 can provide a lace path that
includes no corners of less than about a 3 mm radius, or no
corners of less than about a 7 mm radius, or no corners of
less than about a 10 mm radius, although curvatures outside
of these ranges are also possible.

Many variations are possible. For example, in some
embodiments a single lace guide can be used in place of the
two lace guides 128 and 130. To preserve the lace path
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shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, for example, the single lace guide
that replaces the guides 128 and 130 would need to be about
three times the length of the lace guides shown in the
illustrated embodiment. It should be understood that the
components of the lacing system 114 are merely examples,
and components can be rearranged or omitted and additional
components can be added. In another arrangement, loops of
webbing could be preassembled to the interconnection
flange 138 to provide a soft and low profile guiding element
for the lace. This preassembly could be via rivets, stitching,
insert molding or other fastening means.

In some embodiments, the first housing piece 136 and/or
the second housing piece 138 can provide support or struc-
ture to the brace 100. In some embodiments, a substantially
rigid or semi-rigid material can be used for the housing piece
136 and/or 138. A hardness in the range of about 40 Shore
D to about 85 Shore D would provide this range of stiffness
although other hardnesses may be used. The first housing
piece 136 and/or the second housing piece 138 can be used
in conjunction with a conventional support member (e.g.,
positioned under the wrist on a wrist brace) or in place of the
conventional support member to restrict movement of the
wearer’s arm. Thus, in some embodiments the conventional
support member commonly used in wrist braces can be
omitted from the brace 100 and the first housing piece 136
and/or the second housing piece 138 can provide the rigid
support to the brace 100. In some embodiments, the first
housing piece 136 and/or the second housing piece 138 can
be positioned on the underside of the wrist, generally
opposite of their positions in the illustrated embodiment.

In some embodiments, a somewhat flexible and resilient
material can be used to form the housing piece 136 and/or
138 to thereby provide structure to the brace 100 without
rigidly restricting movement thereof. In some embodiments
the first housing piece 136 and/or the second housing piece
138 can be flexible enough to allow the user to bend the
portion(s) of the brace 100 that houses the first housing piece
136 and/or the second housing piece 138, but the resilient
nature of the material can cause the brace 100 to return to
substantially its original position once bending force is
released. This stiffness may be controlled via both thickness
and hardness. Thicknesses from about 0.7 mm to about 4.0
mm and hardnesses in the range of about 20 Shore D to
about 85 Shore D may be employed

In some embodiments, the housing piece 136 can be made
from a single material and can be formed as a single unitary
piece. The housing piece 138 can likewise be made from a
single material and can be formed as a single unitary piece.
In some embodiments, different portions of the housing
pieces 136, 138 can be made from different material having
different levels of hardness, or other differences in proper-
ties. Using the housing piece 138 as an example, the stitch
flange 142 can be made from a first material, and the lace
guides 126, 128, 130 can be made from a different material,
for example, by overmolding the guides 126, 128, 130 onto
the stitch flange 142. In some embodiments, the stitch flange
142 can be made from a harder, more rigid material than the
lace guides 126, 128, 130. In some cases the stitch flange
142 can be rigid so as to provide support to the brace 100,
and in some cases it can be advantageous to form the lace
guides 126, 128, 130 from a material that is softer than the
outer material of the lace so that friction between the guides
and the lace will tend to wear the guides 126, 128, 130 rather
than the outer surface of the lace. In some embodiments, the
stitch flange 142 can be made from a material that is softer
than the lace guides 126, 128, 130, such as when the stitch
flange 142 is configured to be somewhat flexible to allow
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movement of the brace 100, and/or when the lace guides
126, 128, 130 are formed from a relatively hard material to
prevent wearing of the lace guides during use. The housing
piece 136 can similarly be made from multiple materials
having different properties, such as hardness. For example,
the lace stop 120, the first reel housing 156, and/or the
second reel housing 158 can be made of a material that is
either harder or softer than the material used to form the
stitch flange 140.

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of an embodiment of an ankle
brace 900. FIG. 10 is another perspective view of the ankle
brace 900. The ankle brace 900 can be symmetrical for use
on either the right or left foot, or it can be specifically
designed for use on either the left or right foot. It will be
understood that many of the feature and principles discussed
in connection with the ankle brace 900 can also be applied
to other braces, for example the wrist brace discussed above,
or even to other articles such as, but not limited to, hats,
gloves, boots, shoes, etc.

The brace 900 can have a main body 902 that can be
generally cylindrical and shaped to receive a foot of a
wearer. The main body 902 can have a main opening 904
that allows the user’s foot to enter the main body 902, and
a toes hole 906, and a heel hole 908. The main body 902 can
have edges 9104a-b separated by a space that can increase or
decrease depending on the size of the wearer’s foot and to
allow the wearer to put the brace 900 on and to remove the
brace 900. A tongue 912 can be positioned between and
under the edges 910a-b, and can have a series of tongue
guides 913 through which the laces 932, 934 pass to secure
the tongue 912 to the main body 902 of the brace 900. The
tongue guides 913 can be positioned along a single inte-
grated tongue strip 915 which can be positioned, for
example, down the center of the tongue 912. In some
embodiments, the brace 900 can include a rigid support
member configured to maintain the wearer’s foot in the
design orientation with relatively little freedom of move-
ment in the wearer’s ankle.

The brace 900 can include a lacing system 914 configured
to draw the edges 910a-b towards each other to tighten the
brace 900 around the foot of the wearer. The lacing system
914 can include various components, some of which are
shown in the illustrated embodiment, but it will be under-
stood that aspects of the example illustrated lacing system
914 can be altered, omitted, or added to in other embodi-
ments. The lacing system 914 can include an upper portion
916 configured to use a first lace 932 to tighten an upper
portion of the brace 900 around the portion of the user’s foot
above the heel. The lacing system 914 can include a lower
portion 918 configured to use a second lace 934 to tighten a
lower portion of the brace 900 around the portion of the
user’s foot below the heel.

As can be seen in FIG. 10, the lacing system 914 can
include a first reel 922 configured to gather the first lace 932
therein to tighten the upper portion 916 of the lacing system.
The lacing system 914 can also include a second reel 924
configured to gather the second lace 934 therein to tighten
the lower portion 918 of the lacing system 914. FIG. 10
shows in dotted lines one possible embodiment of lace paths
that lead the laces 932, 934 to the reels 922, 924. In some
embodiments, the two reels 922, 924 can both be mounted
onto a single housing piece 936. FIG. 11 is a perspective
view of the housing piece 936 and the two reels 922, 924
mounted thereto. FIG. 12 is another perspective view of the
housing piece 936 and reels 922, 924 showing the back side
of the housing piece 936. The housing piece 936 can be
substantially rigid or semi-rigid and can provide structure or
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support to the back of the brace 900. In some embodiments,
the rigid housing piece 936 can be used in place of a
conventional support member to aid in keeping the wearer’s
foot in a relatively stable position with little freedom of
motion in the user’s ankle. This housing piece 936 could also
be provisioned with a flange around its periphery to increase
the level of support as desired. Positioning multiple reels on
a single housing allows greater control of the reels relative
to each other and can reduce error and cost during manu-
facturing.

FIG. 13 is an exploded perspective view of the housing
piece 936 and reels 922, 924. The housing piece 936 can
include an upper reel housing 956 configured to receive a
first spool member 960 therein. A first knob 964 can engage
the first spool member 960 and rotatably secure to the first
reel housing 956. The first knob 964 can include a knob core
963, a knob spring 965, a knob bushing 967, and a knob
cover 969. The housing piece 936 can also include a lower
reel housing 958 configured to receive a second spool
member 962 therein. A second knob 966 can engage the
second spool member 962 and rotatably secure to the second
reel housing 958. The second knob 966 can include a knob
core 971, a knob spring 973, a knob bushing 975, and a knob
cover 977. Additional details regarding the components and
functionality of the reels 922, 924 of the illustrated embodi-
ment are disclosed in the 013 application (at least at FIGS.
38A-46). It will be understood that various other types of
reel or lace tightening mechanisms can be used in place of
one or both the reel designs 922, 924 shown in the illustrated
embodiment.

Mounting two reels 922, 924 substantially vertically onto
a single housing piece 936 can allow the two reels 922, 924
to be located closer to each other than were each reel 922,
924 mounted onto a separate housing piece. In some
embodiments, the brace 900 can be configured to be worn
with a shoe over the top thereof. If the reels 922, 924 were
placed too low, or too far apart so that they took up too much
space on the back of the brace 900, the lower reel 924 could
interfere with the shoe being worn over the top of the brace
900. Also, because the housing piece 936 forms an inte-
grated, generally elongate, vertically oriented, rigid support
on the back portion of the brace 900, the housing piece 936
provides better support to the brace 900 than would two
housing pieces that each house one of the reels 922, 924.

The housing piece 936 can have a top stitch flange 940
and a bottom stitch flange 942 which can receive stitching
944, as shown in FIG. 10 to secure the housing piece 936
between an upper layer 946 and an underlying layer 948 of
the brace 900. Alternatively, this stitch flange may be present
around any portion of the periphery. Thus, a portion of the
rigid housing piece 936 can be disposed under the upper
layer 946 so as to be hidden from view. The reel housings
956, 958 can extend through holes formed in the upper layer
946 such that the reels 922, 924 can be mounted onto the
external surface of the brace 100 where they can be visible
and exposed.

FIG. 14 is a side view of the housing piece 936 and the
reels 922, 924. In some embodiments, the knobs 964, 966
can be toggled between an engaged position and a disen-
gaged position. By pulling one of the knobs 964, 966 away
from the housing piece 936 (in the direction of the arrow A),
the knob 964, 966 can be disengaged such that the spool
member 960, 962 is permitted to spin freely. Thus, when
disengaged, the lace can be withdrawn from the reels 922,
924 such that the reels 922, 924 can be loosened. By pushing
one of the knobs 964, 966 toward the housing piece 936, the
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knob 964, 966 can be toggled to the engaged position where
the knob can only turn in the tightening direction to draw
lace into the reels 922, 924.

FIG. 15 is a bottom view of the housing piece 936 and the
reel 924. The back surface 911 of the housing piece 936 can
be curved to conform to the curvature of brace 900 or
approximate the curvature of the wearer’s foot that is
positioned nearest the back surface 911 of the housing piece
936. A first end of the lace 934 can enter the housing piece
936 via a hole 972, and a second end of the lace 934 can
enter the housing piece 936 via the hole 974. The ends of the
lace 934 can attach to the second spool member 962 such
that when the reel 924 is rotated about a second axis D in the
tightening direction the lace 934 is drawn into the reel 924
to tighten the lower portion 918 of the lace system 914. FIG.
16 is another perspective view of the housing member 936
that shows additional holes 976, 978 which can allow the
ends of the lace 932 to enter the housing piece 936. The ends
of the lace 932 can connect to the first spool member 960
such that when the reel 922 is rotated about a first axis C in
the tightening direction, the lace 932 is drawn through the
holes 176, 178 and into the reel 922 to tighten the upper
portion 916 of the lacing system 914. In the illustrated
embodiment, the axis C is substantially parallel to the axis
D, which in some cases can allow the user to rotate both
reels 922, 924 with generally the same hand motion without
significant reorientation of the brace 900. Other, configura-
tions are possible in which the axis C about which the first
reel 922 rotates is not substantially parallel to the axis D
about which the second reel 924 rotates. For example, the
reels 922, 924 can be located on opposite sides of the brace
900.

In some embodiments the housing piece 936 can be made
from a single material and can be a single unitary piece. In
some embodiments, the housing piece 936 can be made from
multiple materials that can have different properties, such as
different levels of hardness. For example, in some embodi-
ments, the main body 939 of the housing piece 396 can be
made from a first material. The stitch flanges 940, 942 can
be made from a second material, for example by overmold-
ing, and can have a lower hardness than the first material
such that the main body 939 can provide rigid support to the
brace 900 while the stitch flanges 940, 942 can be soft
enough to be punctured during the stitching process. In some
cases, the main body 939 can be softer than the stitch flanges
940, 942 such that the body can be somewhat flexible to
allow some degree of movement in the brace 900 while the
stitch flanges 940, 942 can be harder to prevent them from
being ripped from the stitching by the force of the tightened
lacing system 914. The reel housings 957, 958 can also be
made from a different material than the main body 939 or
than the stitch flanges 940, 942.

Returning now to FIG. 9, the brace 100 can include
several lace guides configured to provide lace paths for the
laces 932, 934. Some of the lace guides can be closed back
lace guides 926 which can prevent the lace from disengaging
from the lace guides 926. In some embodiments, one or
more of the lace guides can be a backless lace guide 928
(e.g., one of the lace guides of the upper portion 916 of the
lace system). The lace 932 can be pulled out of the back of
the backless lace guide 928 such that the lace 932 com-
pletely disengages from the backless lace guide 928. Once
disengaged, the extra length of lace 932 that was previously
engaged with the backless lace guide 928 can provide
significant slack to the upper portion 916 of the lace system
914, thereby allowing the brace 900 to open wider to
accommodate the insertion of the wearer’s foot therein.
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Once the user’s foot is inserted, the lace 932 can be pulled
back onto the backless lace guide 928 to take up the slack
previously introduced. This allows the tightener (e.g., one or
both of the reels 922, 924) to be smaller in that the lace
length necessary to provide slack for inserting and removing
the wearer’s foot need not be stored inside the tightener.

In some embodiments, one or more of the lace guides can
direct the lace 932, 934 to the corresponding reels 922, 924.
In some embodiments, the top two reel-leading lace guides
930a-b can lead the ends of the lace 932 to the upper reel 922
via tubing inserted into the lace guides 930a-4 at the first end
and inserted into the housing piece 936 at the second end,
and the lower two reel-leading lace guides 930c-d can lead
the ends of the lace 934, also via tubing, to the lower reel
924. FIG. 17 shows a perspective view of one of the
reel-leading lace guides 930a-d. The reel-leading lace guide
930 can have a lace channel portion 931 that can be disposed
below the upper layer 946 of the brace 900 such that the lace
channel portion 931 is hidden from view during normal use.
In some embodiments, the lace channel 931 can be longer
than as shown in the illustrated embodiment and can lead to
one of the reels 922, 924. In some embodiments, the lace
channel 931 can lead to a supplemental channel, for example
a polymer tube (not shown), that leads to the reels 922, 924.
An end piece 933 can be positioned at least partially on the
outside of the upper layer 946 such that the end piece 933 is
exposed and visible. The end piece can have a non-uniform
flange 935 around the opening to the lace channel that
extends further at the bottom than at the top. The flange 935
can be generally bell-shaped. The end piece can provide a
curved sliding surface for the lace 932, 934 to side against
as it passes in or out of the lace channel. One or more stitch
flanges 937 can be used to secure the lace guide 930 to the
brace 900 with stitching, although other attachment methods
can be used.

FIG. 18 is a perspective view of an ankle brace 1800 that
can be similar to, or the same as, the ankle brace 900
discussed herein. In some embodiments, the brace 1800 can
have included low profile lace guides 1850 that can be
similar in some regards to the lace guides 930 discussed
above. The lower profile lace guides can facilitate the use of
the brace 1800 with a shoe worn over the top thereof. In
some embodiments, each of the lace guides of the lower
portion 1818 of the lace system 1814 can be low profile lace
guides 1850.

FIG. 19 is a perspective view of a lower profile lace guide
1850 that includes a lace channel 1802 that can be disposed
below an upper layer 1846 of the brace 1800 when
assembled (as shown in FIG. 18). The lace guide 1850 can
have a generally U-shaped lace channel 1852 with the lace
passing from a first opening 1804 to a second opening 1806.
The lace guide 1850 can include an end piece 1810 at each
opening. The end piece 1810 can be similar to, or the same
as the end piece 933 discussed above. A stitch flange 1852
can be used to stitch the lace guide 1850 to the brace 1800.

FIG. 20 is a perspective view of another embodiment of
an ankle brace 2000 having low profile lace guides 2050. In
some embodiments, one or more of the low profile lace
guides 2050 can include a pair of angled loops 2052a, 20525
of, for instance, a woven polymer webbing, similar to the
lace guides described in U.S. patent application Ser. No.
13/011,707 (the “*707 application”), filed Jan. 21, 2011, and
titled “GUIDES FOR LACING SYSTEMS,” the entirety of
which is hereby incorporated by reference herein and made
a part of this specification for all that it discloses. The lace
2034 can pass through two consecutive loops on one side
before being directed to the opposite side, as described in
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greater detail in the 707 application. Other low profile lace
guides can be used, such as, for example, those disclosed in
connection with FIGS. 1-2B of the 707 application. The
illustrated embodiment of FIG. 20 shows certain lace guides
located on the lower portion of the brace 2000 having low
profile lace guides 2050 (e.g., the angled loop pairs 2052a,
20525), which can allow a shoe to be worn over the top of
the brace 2000. As will be clear from the disclosure, low
profile laces such as angled loop pairs similar to 2052a and
2052b can be used for the other lace guides on the brace
2000. For example, in some embodiments, all the lace
guides on the brace 2000 can be low profile lace guides.

FIG. 21 is a perspective view of another embodiment of
an ankle brace 2100 in which multiple lace guides are
incorporated into a single housing piece. The single housing
piece 2102 is shown in dotted lines in FIG. 21 because it is
hidden from view below the upper layer 2104 of the brace
2100. In the illustrated embodiment, all six of the lace guides
2106a-f on the left side of the brace 2100 are incorporated
into the single housing piece 2102, although in some
embodiments a different number of lace guides 2106 can be
incorporated into a single housing, and in some cases
multiple housings can be used each incorporating multiple
lace guides. For example, lace guides 2106a-¢ can be
incorporated into one housing and the lace guides 2106d-f
can be incorporated into a different housing. Many varia-
tions are possible. Joining multiple lace guides by a single
housing piece can provide benefits similar to those discussed
above in connection with the wrist brace 100. For example,
the cost to manufacture the lace guides can be reduced if less
pieces are required. Also, assembly of the brace 2100 can be
simplified and the occurrence of erroneously positioned
pieces can be reduced. Additionally, the housing piece can
provide additional support and structure to the brace 2100
along with appropriate points of flexure.

While discussed in terms of certain embodiments, it
should be appreciated that the disclosure is not so limited.
The embodiments are explained herein by way of example,
and there are numerous modifications, variations and other
embodiments that may be employed that would still be
within the scope of the present invention. Components can
be added, removed, and/or rearranged both within certain
embodiments and between embodiments. Additionally, pro-
cessing steps may be added, removed, or reordered. A wide
variety of designs and approaches are possible. Where
numerical values and/or ranges are disclosed, other numeri-
cal values can also be used. For example, some embodi-
ments can use numerical values that are outside the dis-
closed ranges.

For purposes of this disclosure, certain aspects, advan-
tages, and novel features of embodiments of the invention
are described herein. It is to be understood that not neces-
sarily all such advantages may be achieved in accordance
with any particular embodiment of the invention. Thus, for
example, those skilled in the art will recognize that the
invention may be embodied or carried out in a manner that
achieves one advantage or group of advantages as taught
herein without necessarily achieving other advantages as
may be taught or suggested herein.

What is claimed is:
1. A medical brace comprising:
a main body configured to be worn by a user; and
a lacing system configured to tighten and loosen the main
body, the lacing system comprising:
a first reel configured to rotate about a first axis to
tighten a first portion of the lacing system;
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a second reel configured to rotate about a second axis
different than the first axis to tighten a second portion
of the lacing system; and

a first unitary housing piece coupled to the body and
configured to house and connect both the first reel
and the second reel, wherein the medical brace is
configured to restrict movement of a portion of the
user anatomy.

2. The medical brace of claim 1, wherein the lacing
system further comprises a plurality of lace guides mounted
onto a second housing piece.

3. The medical brace of claim 2, wherein the second
housing piece is substantially rigid and configured to pro-
vide substantially rigid support to the medical brace.

4. The medical brace of claim 2, wherein the first housing
piece is substantially rigid and is configured to provide
substantially rigid support to the medical brace, and wherein
the medical brace does not include any rigid support mem-
ber other than the first housing piece and the second housing
piece.

5. The medical brace of claim 2, wherein the medical
brace comprises a first side and a second side that are
configured to be drawn together by tightening the lacing
system, wherein the first reel and second reel are positioned
on the first side of the medical brace, and wherein the
plurality of lace guides are positioned on the second side of
the medical brace.

6. The medical brace of claim 1, wherein the first housing
piece is substantially rigid and is configured to provide
substantially rigid support to the medical brace.

7. The medical brace of claim 6, wherein the medical
brace does not include any rigid support member other than
the housing piece.

8. The medical brace of claim 1, wherein the second reel
is positioned adjacent to the first reel.

9. The medical brace of claim 1, wherein the medical
brace is a wrist brace.

10. The medical brace of claim 1, wherein the medical
brace is an ankle brace.

11. The medical brace of claim 1, wherein the first axis
and the second axis are substantially parallel.

12. The medical brace of claim 1, wherein the first reel
includes a first reel housing, the second reel includes a
second reel housing, and wherein the first and second reel
housing are coupled to or integral with the first housing
piece.

13. The medical brace of claim 1, wherein at least a
portion of the first housing piece comprises a material that
is softer or harder than the reel.

14. A medical brace comprising:

a main body configured to be worn by a user; and

a lacing system configured to tighten and loosen the main

body, the lacing system comprising:

a lace;

a plurality of lace guides configured to provide a lace
path for the lace, wherein a first guide of the plurality
of lace guides comprises a first opening and a second
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opening and a lace channel extending between the
first opening and the second opening, wherein a
second guide of the plurality of lace guides com-
prises a first opening, a second opening, and a lace
channel extending between the first opening and the
second opening, and wherein the second opening of
the first guide and the first opening of the second
guide are positioned between the first opening of the
first guide and the second opening of the second
guide;

a first reel configured to rotate about a first axis to
tighten a first portion of the lacing system;

a second reel configured to rotate about a second axis
different than the first axis to tighten a second portion
of the lacing system;

a first unitary housing piece coupled to the body, and
configured to house and connect both the first reel
and the second reel; and

a second unitary housing piece supporting the plurality
of lace guides, wherein the medical brace is config-
ured to restrict movement of a portion of the user
anatomy.

15. The medical brace of claim 14, wherein the second
housing piece is substantially rigid and is configured to
provide substantially rigid support to the medical brace.

16. The medical brace of claim 15, wherein the first
housing piece is substantially rigid and is configured to
provide substantially rigid support to the medical brace, and
wherein the medical brace does not include any rigid support
member other than the first housing piece and the second
housing piece.

17. The medical brace of claim 14, wherein the medical
brace comprises a first side and a second side that are
configured to be drawn together by tightening the lacing
system, wherein the plurality of lace guides are positioned
on the first side of the medical brace, and wherein no
additional lace guides are positioned on the first side of the
medical brace.

18. The medical brace of claim 14, wherein the plurality
of'lace guides are spaced apart from each other with portions
of the second, unitary housing piece extending between the
lace guides.

19. The medical brace of claim 14, wherein the plurality
of'lace guides are arranged generally linearly along a side of
the medical brace.

20. The medical brace of claim 14, wherein the first reel
includes a first reel housing, the second reel includes a
second reel housing, and wherein the first and second reel
housing are coupled to or integral with the first housing
piece.

21. The medical brace of claim 14, wherein at least a
portion of the first housing piece comprises a material that
is softer or harder than the reel.
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