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(57) ABSTRACT

Systems, methods, and other embodiments associated with
auto-negotiating over a single pair PHY are described.
According to one embodiment, an apparatus includes a
physical layer (PHY) transceiver configured to communi-
cate over a single twisted pair channel. The apparatus
includes a setup logic configured to control the PHY trans-
ceiver to initiate an auto-negotiation sequence over the
single twisted pair channel with a remote device upon
detecting a transmission from the remote device on the
single twisted pair channel. The auto-negotiation sequence
includes an exchange of parameters with the remote device
using a half-duplex mode to communicate on the single
twisted pair channel.
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SINGLE PAIR PHY WITH
AUTO-NEGOTIATION

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This disclosure is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/350,969, filed Jan. 16, 2012 and now U.S.
Pat. No. 9,130,746 which claims the benefit of U.S. provi-
sional application Ser. No. 61/436,806 filed on Jan. 27, 2011,
which are incorporated herein by reference in their entirety.

BACKGROUND

The background description provided herein is for the
purpose of generally presenting the context of the disclo-
sure. Work of the presently named inventor(s), to the extent
the work is described in this background section, as well as
aspects of the description that may not otherwise qualify as
prior art at the time of filing, are neither expressly nor
impliedly admitted as prior art against the present disclo-
sure.

Home networks and enterprise networks typically use
twisted pair cables to connect devices together. A single
twisted pair cable typically includes four pairs of twisted
copper wires (i.e., 8 total copper wires in one cable). As
technologies advance, protocols used with four twisted pair
cables have increased bandwidth by orders of magnitude
(e.g., 10 Megabytes/second, 100 Megabytes/second, 1000
Megabytes/second). However, transceivers that operate over
standard four twisted pair cables lack the ability to adapt to
certain events associated with the loss of available channels
and so on.

Thus even though existing protocols seek to improve
throughput over existing infrastructure, certain aspects of
the existing protocols impact adaptability of transceivers.
For example, existing auto-negotiation protocols use mul-
tiple twisted pair channels to establish connections.

SUMMARY

In one embodiment, an apparatus includes a physical
layer (PHY) transceiver configured to communicate over a
single twisted pair channel. Setup logic is configured to
control the PHY transceiver to initiate an auto-negotiation
sequence over the single twisted pair channel with a remote
device upon detecting a transmission from the remote device
on the single twisted pair channel. The auto-negotiation
sequence includes an exchange of parameters with the
remote device using a half-duplex mode to communicate on
the single twisted pair channel.

In another embodiment, a method includes initiating an
auto-negotiation sequence from a first device with a second
device over a twisted pair channel. The auto-negotiation
sequence is initiated upon detecting a transmission from the
second device on the twisted pair channel. The auto-nego-
tiation sequence is an exchange of parameters with the
second device using a half-duplex mode to communicate on
the twisted pair channel. The method also includes changing
from the half-duplex mode to a dual-duplex mode to estab-
lish, by the first device, a connection over the twisted pair
channel based, at least in part, on the parameters from the
auto-negotiation sequence.

In one embodiment, an integrated circuit includes a trans-
ceiver configured to communicate over a twisted pair chan-
nel. The integrated circuit includes a controller configured to
control the transceiver to initiate an auto-negotiation
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sequence over the twisted pair channel with a remote device
upon detecting a transmission from the remote device on the
twisted pair channel. The auto-negotiation sequence is an
exchange of parameters with the remote device using a
half-duplex mode to communicate on the twisted pair chan-
nel. The integrated circuit includes a duplex logic configured
to control the transceiver to switch from the half-duplex
mode to a dual-duplex mode to establish a connection over
the twisted pair channel based, at least in part, on the
parameters from the auto-negotiation sequence.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute a part of the specification, illustrate various
systems, methods, and other embodiments of the disclosure.
Tlustrated element boundaries (e.g., boxes, groups of boxes,
or other shapes) in the figures represent one example of the
boundaries. In some examples, one element may be
designed as multiple elements or multiple elements may be
designed as one element. In some examples, an element
shown as an internal component of another element may be
implemented as an external component and vice versa.

FIG. 1 illustrates one embodiment of an apparatus asso-
ciated with auto-negotiation over a single twisted pair chan-
nel.

FIG. 2 illustrates one embodiment of a method associated
with an auto-negotiating over a single twisted pair channel.

FIG. 3q illustrates an example timing diagram of com-
munications over the single twisted pair channel between
two devices.

FIG. 35 illustrates an example timing diagram of com-
munications in an auto-negotiation sequence.

FIG. 4 illustrates one embodiment of an integrated circuit
that performs auto-negotiation over a single pair PHY.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Described herein are example methods, apparatus, and
other embodiments associated with improving the establish-
ment of a connection by using auto-negotiation over a single
twisted pair channel. In one embodiment, a physical layer
(PHY) transceiver initiates and performs an auto-negotiation
sequence using only a single twisted pair channel. By
performing the auto-negotiation sequence over the single
twisted pair channel, the PHY transceiver can establish a
high bandwidth connection with a device without using
multiple twisted pair channels. In one example, using only
one single twisted pair channel can improve the efficiency of
the auto-negotiation sequence by freeing other twisted pair
channels for additional uses. In other embodiments, a cable
connecting the PHY transceiver with a remote device has
only a single twisted pair channel. Thus, the PHY trans-
ceiver configured in this way provides for greater adaptabil-
ity to differing network configurations and conditions.

With reference to FIG. 1, one embodiment of an apparatus
100 is shown that is associated with auto-negotiation over a
single twisted pair channel. The apparatus 100 includes a
physical layer (PHY) transceiver 110, setup logic 120, and
duplex logic 130. In one embodiment, the setup logic 120 is
configured to control the PHY transceiver 110 to establish a
connection over the single twisted pair channel. The duplex
logic 130 is configured to change a duplex mode of the PHY
transceiver 110 for communicating on the twisted pair
channel. The PHY transceiver 110 can be connected to a
cable 140 (e.g., via a port) for communicating with a remote
device 150, which also includes a PHY transceiver 155. In
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one embodiment, the setup logic 120 and the duplex logic
130 include integrated circuits configured to perform the
described functions or equivalent functions.

In one embodiment, the duplex logic 130 switches the
duplex mode of the PHY transceiver 110 between a half-
duplex mode, a full-duplex mode, and a dual-duplex mode.
When operating in the half-duplex mode to communicate
between the apparatus 100 and the remote device 150, only
one PHY transceiver on the twisted pair channel can trans-
mit at a time. Operation in the full-duplex mode permits both
PHY transceivers to transmit at the same time; however, two
separate twisted pair channels are used to accommodate the
transmissions. While operating in the dual-duplex mode,
both PHY transceivers can transmit simultaneously on a
single channel. However, before the PHY transceivers can
communicate using the dual-duplex mode, a master/slave
relationship for a clock signal needs to be established. Thus,
in one embodiment, the PHY transceiver 110 communicates
an auto-negotiation sequence with the device 150 using the
half-duplex mode to exchange parameters. Once the param-
eters are exchanged the master/slave relationship is estab-
lished and the PHY transceiver 110 may be switched to the
dual-duplex mode to communicate over the single twisted
pair channel (in cable 140) using higher data rates.

In one example, apparatus 100 performs auto-negotiation
over a single twisted pair channel when multiple channels
are not available or for a more efficient negotiation process.
While an auto-negotiation sequence may be performed using
two twisted pair channels, using a single twisted pair chan-
nel to auto-negotiate parameters between the apparatus 100
and the device 150 may improve efficiency by using fewer
resources (i.e., a single channel vs. multiple channels). In
one embodiment, the cable 140 includes only a single
twisted pair of wires. Thus, the PHY transceiver 110 does
not have the option of using multiple channels since the
cable 140 includes only the single twisted pair channel (e.g.,
one pair of twisted wires). Accordingly, the PHY transceiver
110 can still establish a connection that uses the dual-duplex
mode since the PHY transceiver 110 is configured to per-
form the auto-negotiation sequence using only the single
twisted pair channel.

In various embodiments, the PHY transceiver 110 may be
configured with a port that accepts a cable (e.g., cable 140)
with a connector. The cable 140 and connector may, for
example, include multiple twisted pair channels or a single
twisted pair channel. The single twisted pair channel is also
referred to herein as a twisted pair channel, a communication
channel, or simply a channel. The single twisted pair channel
is, for example, a communication channel between the PHY
transceiver 110 and the PHY transceiver 155 in the device
150. The PHY transceiver 110 is, in one embodiment, a
transceiver that is compatible with the physical layer (i.e.,
the first layer) of the Open Systems Interconnection (OSI)
model for data communications. The PHY transceiver 110
may be embodied, for example, in a network interface card
(NIC) or other communication interface.

In one embodiment, the cable 140 is a networking cable
that carries communications between two endpoint devices
(e.g., apparatus 100 and remote device 150). The single
twisted pair channel is, for example, two physical wires
enclosed in the cable 140. In one embodiment, the cable 140
can include four twisted pair channels. The four twisted pair
channels can be embodied as four pairs of twisted wire. If
the cable 140 includes four twisted pairs, the single twisted
pair channel is implemented using only one of the four pairs
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of twisted wire. In another embodiment, the cable 140
includes one pair of twisted wires and thus one twisted pair
channel.

Further details of communications over the single twisted
pair channel will be discussed in greater detail in conjunc-
tion with FIG. 2. FIG. 2 illustrates one embodiment of a
method 200 associated with an auto-negotiation sequence
between two devices over a single twisted pair channel. FIG.
2 is discussed from the perspective that the method 200 is
implemented and performed by the apparatus 100 of FIG. 1
to establish a connection with the device 150 over the cable
140. In the following discussion, the cable 140 has only a
single twisted pair channel (e.g., a single twisted pair of
wires).

At 210, the PHY transceiver 110 transmits a communi-
cation on one twisted pair channel to the device 150. In one
embodiment, the communication is transmitted by the PHY
transceiver 110 at the request of the setup logic 120. The
communication, in one example, is a beacon that is trans-
mitted upon the occurrence of an event in apparatus 100. In
one embodiment, the event is a power on event, a plug-in
event of the cable 140 into a port of the PHY transceiver 110,
a request for communications by a process associated with
the apparatus 100, and so on. The beacon may be, for
example, a first communication in the auto-negotiation
sequence, a heart-beat signal, and so on.

At 220, the setup logic 120 listens for a transmission on
the twisted pair channel from the remote device 150 using
the PHY transceiver 110. In one embodiment, the setup logic
120 is configured to listen for a predefined time interval for
the transmission. In one embodiment, the predefined time
interval includes a first time interval and a second time
interval. The first time interval is a time period to wait in
order to avoid a reflection of the signal on the twisted pair
channel that may interfere with other transmissions. A signal
reflection is an artifact of the transmission, which is a
portion of the signal that is reflected back to the PHY
transceiver 110 from an endpoint on the cable 140. Thus, in
one example, waiting the first time interval may avoid a false
detection on the channel.

After the first time interval elapses and during the second
time interval the setup logic 120 listens for a transmission
from the device 150. In one embodiment, the second time
interval is a predetermined amount of time during which a
transmission from the device 150 is most probable. The
second time interval is, for example, a time frame sufficient
to account for a fixed time interval used as a wait time in the
auto-negotiation sequence, a propagation delay of the cable
140, and so on. In this way, the apparatus 100 may avoid
collisions between transmissions on the single twisted pair
channel when using the half-duplex mode. The predefined
time interval may account for expected time frames of
communications from the device 150 and apparatus 100 on
the channel.

If the setup logic 120 does not detect a transmission from
the remote device 150 on the cable 140, then the method 200
proceeds back to 210 where the PHY transceiver 110 trans-
mits another communication on the twisted pair channel. In
one embodiment, this results in the PHY transceiver 110
iteratively transmitting on the twisted pair channel until
detecting a transmission from the device 150.

At 220, if the setup logic 120 detects a transmission while
listening then the method 200 proceeds to 230. In one
embodiment, the detected transmission from the device 150
is similar to the communication from the PHY transceiver
110 transmitted at 210. Thus, the device 150 may also
operate according to method 200.
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At 230, the setup logic 120 initiates an auto-negotiation
sequence from the PHY transceiver 110 with the remote
device 150 over the twisted pair channel. In one embodi-
ment, once the setup logic 120 detects the transmission from
the device 150, the setup logic 120 waits a fixed time interval
and then begins the auto-negotiation sequence. In one
embodiment, the fixed time interval (e.g., time interval 365
from FIG. 3a) is a predetermined wait time for transmitting
on the single twisted pair channel to avoid transmission
collisions. Transmission collisions may occur because the
PHY transceiver 110 is using a half-duplex mode. Thus,
when both devices on the channel transmit simultaneously a
collision occurs and as a result neither device will be able to
receive a communication. By using the fixed time interval
between transmissions, communications from the auto-ne-
gotiation sequence can be traded back and forth while using
half-duplex mode and avoiding collisions.

In one embodiment, the auto-negotiation sequence
includes a set of communications, for example, transmis-
sions to the remote device 150 and communications received
from the remote device 150. The auto-negotiation sequence
includes parameters that identify properties of the apparatus
100 and the remote device 150. The properties may include,
for example, compatible protocols, capabilities of the appa-
ratus 100 and/or capabilities the remote device 150 such as
communication speeds and modes, and so on. The set of
communications may also provide for determining which
device provides a master clock signal to coordinate com-
munications in a dual-duplex mode.

At 240, during the auto-negotiation sequence, the setup
logic 120 may determine a length of the cable 140. In one
embodiment, the length of the cable 140 is, for example,
used as a factor when negotiating the connection. To deter-
mine the length of the cable, the setup logic 120 determines
the propagation delay (T,) of a signal/message travelling
through the cable 140. The length of the cable 140 is, for
example, proportional to the propagation delay (T,). The
setup logic 120 may determine the propagation delay (T,)
from the following equation:

Tr=To—Tg
PETT

T, is transmission time of a first communication from the
apparatus 100.

Ty is the time of reception of a subsequent communication
from the device 150.

T}, is the fixed time interval between transmissions on the
twisted pair channel. In one example, T, is known by the
setup logic 120 before communications begin.

Accordingly, once at least one set of communications is
exchanged during the auto-negotiation sequence (e.g., see
signals 325 and 330 shown in FIG. 34), the setup logic 120
may determine the length of the cable 140 by tracking T, and
Tx. In one embodiment, the cable length can then be used as
a parameter that is exchanged in the auto-negotiation
sequence or, for example, it may affect other parameters of
the connection that are negotiated.

With continued reference to FIG. 2, after completing the
auto-negotiation sequence, the method 200 proceeds to 250.
At 250, the duplex logic 130 changes the communication
mode of the PHY transceiver 110 from the half-duplex mode
to a dual-duplex mode. Changing to the dual-duplex mode
establishes a connection over the single twisted pair channel
with the device 150. The connection is based on the param-
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eters exchanged during the auto-negotiation sequence. For
example, a clock signal and a speed of the connection may
be determined during the auto-negotiation sequence.

At 260, the PHY transceiver 110 transmits and receives
communications on the single twisted pair channel simul-
taneously in the dual-duplex mode. The apparatus 100 and
the device 150 are then able to communicate using the single
channel in the dual-duplex mode. In one embodiment, if the
cable 140 includes multiple channels (e.g., multiple twisted
pair wires), the parameters exchanged during the auto-
negotiation sequence over the single channel may be used to
provide communications over additional available channels.

FIG. 3q illustrates an example timing diagram of com-
munications over a single twisted pair channel between a
device A (e.g., apparatus 100) and a device B (e.g., device
150). The communications illustrated in FIG. 3a are one
example of how an auto-negotiation sequence may be ini-
tiated. FIG. 354 illustrates one example of communications
that may occur during an auto-negotiation sequence. FIGS.
3a and 35 will be discussed using references to method 200
from FIG. 2.

As illustrated in FIG. 3a, communications 310 and 315
are examples of beacon transmissions such as those from
210 of method 200. For example, once device A provides
communication 310 on the twisted pair channel, device A
waits a first time interval 350. In one embodiment, device A
waits the first time interval 350 before listening on the
channel to avoid detecting a reflection that may interfere
with detecting a true signal from device B. After the first
time interval 350 elapses, device A listens on the twisted pair
channel during a second time interval 355 in order to detect
a communication from device B (e.g., 220 of method 200).
If device A detects no transmission on the twisted pair
channel during the second time interval 355 then device A
transmits a communication 315 (e.g., 210 of method 200). In
one example, the communication 315 is identical to the
communication 310.

After device A transmits the communication 315, device
A once again waits the first interval shown as 350a. After
time interval 350a elapses, device A listens on the single
twisted pair channel for a transmission from device B. In
FIG. 3a, device A detects a transmission 320 from device B
at 360.

As depicted in FIG. 3a device B is, for example, trans-
mitting communication 320 on the twisted pair channel in
response to communication 315 from device A. Device B
may also be transmitting communication 320 based on a
different event such as a power on event, and so on. In either
case, when device A detects communication 320, as in 220
of method 200, the auto-negotiation sequence with device B
is initiated by transmitting communication 325. Accord-
ingly, after detecting communication 320 device A does not
continue listening for the second time interval 355. Instead,
device A receives the communication 320 and determines
when the communication 320 is complete. After identifying
that the communication 320 is complete, device A waits a
fixed time interval 365 before transmitting the first commu-
nication 325 of the auto-negotiation sequence (e.g., 230 of
method 200).

FIG. 3b illustrates one example of an auto-negotiation
sequence as initiated in FIG. 3a between device A and
device B. The auto-negotiation sequence begins with the
communication 325 from device A. Device A transmits
communication 325 on the single twisted pair channel after
the fixed time interval 365 clapses. In this way, device A and
device B can take turns transmitting communications in the
auto-negotiation sequence using a half-duplex mode over
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the single twisted pair channel. Since transmissions occur-
ring at the same time on the single twisted pair channel in
half-duplex mode will result in a collision, using the fixed
time interval 365 to separate communications between
device A and device B provides for two-way communica-
tions on the single twisted pair channel without collisions
occurring.

In one embodiment, using the fixed time interval 365 to
space communications also provides for determining a
propagation delay associated with the cable as at 240 of
method 200. In one embodiment, according to known char-
acteristics of the cable (e.g. cable 140) in which the single
twisted pair channel is embodied, an estimate for the length
of the cable may be determined from the propagation delay.
The length of the cable may then be used in the auto-
negotiation sequence to negotiate parameters of a connec-
tion between device A and device B. For example, the cable
length may affect a negotiated speed of the connection, error
correction algorithm used with the connection, and so on.

Once the auto-negotiation sequence completes with com-
munications 330, 335, 340, and 345, device A and device B
may, for example, switch to a dual-duplex mode (e.g., 250
of method 200) and transmit communications on the single
twisted pair channel simultaneously (e.g., 260 of method
200). In one embodiment, the dual-duplex mode is a com-
munication mode that is compatible with 1000baseT com-
munications. Additionally, the communications in the dual-
duplex mode and the half-duplex mode between the device
A and the device B may use, for example, differential
Manchester encoding, Pulse-amplitude Modulation (PAM)
coding, and so on.

FIG. 4 illustrates an additional embodiment of the appa-
ratus 100 from FIG. 1 that is configured with separate
integrated circuits and/or chips. In this embodiment, the
PHY transceiver 110 from FIG. 1 is embodied as a separate
integrated circuit 410. Additionally, the setup logic 120 is
embodied on an individual integrated circuit 420. Duplex
logic 130 is also embodied on an individual integrated
circuit 400. The circuits are connected via connection paths
to communicate signals. While integrated circuits 400, 410,
and 420 are illustrated as separate integrated circuits, they
may be integrated into a common circuit board. Addition-
ally, integrated circuits 400, 410, and 420 may be combined
into fewer integrated circuits or divided into more integrated
circuits than illustrated. Additionally, in another embodi-
ment, the logics 120 and 130 illustrated in integrated circuits
400 and 420 may be combined into a separate application
specific integrated circuit. In other embodiments, the func-
tionality associated with the logics 120 and 130 may be
embodied as firmware executable by a processor. Addition-
ally, in one embodiment, integrated circuit 410 may include
a port for connecting a cable (e.g., cable 140) that includes
a connector for a single channel twisted pair channel. In
another embodiment, integrated circuit 410 may include a
port for connecting a cable with a connector that includes
four twisted pair channels.

The following includes definitions of selected terms
employed herein. The definitions include various examples
and/or forms of components that fall within the scope of a
term and that may be used for implementation. The
examples are not intended to be limiting. Both singular and
plural forms of terms may be within the definitions.

References to “one embodiment”, “an embodiment”, “one
example”, “an example”, and so on, indicate that the
embodiment(s) or example(s) so described may include a
particular feature, structure, characteristic, property, ele-
ment, or limitation, but that not every embodiment or
example necessarily includes that particular feature, struc-
ture, characteristic, property, element or limitation. Further-
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more, repeated use of the phrase “in one embodiment” does
not necessarily refer to the same embodiment, though it may.

“Logic”, as used herein, includes but is not limited to
hardware, a memory with stored firmware, a non-transitory
computer-readable medium with stored instructions that are
executable to perform the described functions, and/or com-
binations of each to perform the function(s) or action(s)
described, and/or to cause the function or action to be
performed by another logic, method, and/or system. Logic
may include a microprocessor programmed to performed
one or more of the disclosed functions, a discrete logic (e.g.,
ASIC), an analog circuit, a digital circuit, a programmed
logic device, a memory device containing instructions, and
so on. Logic may include one or more gates, combinations
of gates, or other circuit components. Where multiple logics
are described, it may be possible to incorporate the multiple
logics into one physical logic. Similarly, where a single logic
is described, it may be possible to distribute that single logic
between multiple physical logics. One or more of the
components and functions described herein may be imple-
mented using one or more of the logic elements.

While for purposes of simplicity of explanation, illus-
trated methodologies are shown and described as a series of
blocks. The methodologies are not limited by the order of the
blocks as some blocks can occur in different orders and/or
concurrently with other blocks from that shown and
described. Moreover, less than all the illustrated blocks may
be used to implement an example methodology. Blocks may
be combined or separated into multiple components. Fur-
thermore, additional and/or alternative methodologies can
employ additional, not illustrated blocks.

To the extent that the term “includes” or “including” is
employed in the detailed description or the claims, it is
intended to be inclusive in a manner similar to the term
“comprising” as that term is interpreted when employed as
a transitional word in a claim.

While example systems, methods, and so on have been
illustrated by describing examples, and while the examples
have been described in considerable detail, it is not the
intention of the applicants to restrict or in any way limit the
scope of the appended claims to such detail. It is, of course,
not possible to describe every conceivable combination of
components or methodologies for purposes of describing the
systems, methods, and so on described herein. Therefore, the
disclosure is not limited to the specific details, the repre-
sentative apparatus, and illustrative examples shown and
described. Thus, this application is intended to embrace
alterations, modifications, and variations that fall within the
scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus, comprising:

a physical layer (PHY) transceiver configured to commu-
nicate over a single twisted pair channel; and

a setup logic configured to control the PHY transceiver to
initiate an auto-negotiation sequence over the single
twisted pair channel with a remote device upon detect-
ing a transmission from the remote device on the single
twisted pair channel, wherein the auto-negotiation
sequence 1) utilizes a half-duplex mode for both send-
ing and receiving on the single twisted pair channel,
and ii) includes an exchange, with the remote device, of
parameters that identify properties of the apparatus and
the remote device.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

a duplex logic configured to control the PHY transceiver
to switch from the half-duplex mode to a dual-duplex
mode to establish a connection with the remote device
over the single twisted pair channel based, at least in
part, on the parameters from the auto-negotiation
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sequence, wherein the PHY transceiver is configured to
simultaneously transmit and receive communications
on the single twisted pair channel when switched to the
dual-duplex mode.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the single twisted
pair channel is established in a cable including one twisted
pair of wires, wherein the setup logic is configured to
determine a length of the cable based, at least in part, on a
time to receive a message from the remote device in the
auto-negotiation sequence, and wherein one or more of the
parameters are based, at least in part, on the length of the
cable.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the setup logic is
configured to control the PHY transceiver to iteratively
transmit a communication on the single twisted pair channel
at a predefined time interval until detecting the transmission
from the remote device, wherein the predefined time interval
includes a wait interval for listening for the transmission
from the remote device.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the setup logic is
configured to control auto-negotiation sequence between the
PHY transceiver and the remote device to be communicated
over the single twisted pair channel with the PHY trans-
ceiver operating in the half-duplex mode, wherein signals
transmitted in the half-duplex mode are encoded with dif-
ferential Manchester encoding.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the setup logic is
configured to control the PHY transceiver to transmit and
receive a set of communications spaced at fixed time inter-
vals with the remote device over the single twisted pair
channel during the auto-negotiation sequence.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the single twisted
pair channel is one of a plurality of channels in a cable.

8. A method, comprising:

initiating an auto-negotiation sequence from a first device

with a second device over a single twisted pair channel
upon detecting a transmission from the second device
on the single twisted pair channel, wherein the auto-
negotiation sequence 1) utilizes a half-duplex mode for
both sending and receiving on the single twisted pair
channel, and ii) is an exchange, with the remote device,
of parameters that identify properties of the apparatus
and the remote device; and

changing from the half-duplex mode to a dual-duplex

mode to establish, by the first device, a connection over
the single twisted pair channel based, at least in part, on
the parameters from the auto-negotiation sequence.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising:

transmitting and receiving communications on the single

twisted pair channel simultaneously by the first device
when using the dual-duplex mode.

10. The method of claim 8, further comprising:

determining a length of a cable used to establish the single

twisted pair channel, wherein the length is determined
based, at least in part, on a reception time of a message
from the second device during the auto-negotiation
sequence, wherein one or more of the parameters are
based, at least in part, on the length.

11. The method of claim 8, further comprising:

iteratively transmitting a communication from the first

device on the single twisted pair channel at a predefined
time interval until detecting the transmission from the
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second device, wherein the predefined time interval
includes a first time interval to wait in order to avoid a
reflection on the single twisted pair channel and a
second time interval for listening for the transmission
from the second device.

12. The method of claim 8, wherein the auto-negotiation
sequence between the first device and the second device is
communicated using the single twisted pair channel.

13. The method of claim 8, wherein the auto-negotiation
sequence includes transmitting and receiving a set of com-
munications spaced at fixed time intervals with the second
device over the single twisted pair channel.

14. The method of claim 8, wherein the single twisted pair
channel is one of a plurality of channels in a cable.

15. An integrated circuit, comprising:

a transceiver configured to communicate over a single

twisted pair channel;

a controller configured to control the transceiver to initiate

an auto-negotiation sequence over the single twisted
pair channel with a remote device upon detecting a
transmission from the remote device on the single
twisted pair channel, wherein the auto-negotiation
sequence 1) utilizes a half-duplex mode for both send-
ing and receiving on the single twisted pair channel,
and ii) is an exchange, with the remote device, of
parameters that identify properties of the apparatus and
the remote device; and

a duplex logic configured to control the transceiver to

switch from the half-duplex mode to a dual-duplex
mode to establish a connection over the single twisted
pair channel based, at least in part, on the parameters
from the auto-negotiation sequence.

16. The integrated circuit of claim 15, wherein the trans-
ceiver is configured to transmit and receive communications
on the single twisted pair channel simultaneously when
switched to the dual-duplex mode.

17. The integrated circuit of claim 15, wherein the single
twisted pair channel is established in a cable including one
twisted pair of wires, and wherein the setup logic is con-
figured to determine a length of the cable based, at least in
part, on a reception time of a message from the remote
device in the auto-negotiation sequence, wherein one or
more of the parameters are based, at least in part, on the
length.

18. The integrated circuit of claim 15, wherein the setup
logic is configured to control the transceiver to iteratively
transmit a communication on the single twisted pair channel
at a predefined time interval until detecting the transmission
from the remote device, wherein the predefined time interval
includes a wait interval for listening for the transmission
from the remote device.

19. The integrated circuit of claim 15, wherein the setup
logic is configured to control the auto-negotiation sequence
between the transceiver and the remote device to be com-
municated over the single twisted pair channel with the
transceiver operating in the half-duplex mode.

20. The integrated circuit of claim 15, wherein the setup
logic is configured to control the transceiver to transmit and
receive a set of communications spaced at fixed time inter-
vals with the remote device over the single twisted pair
channel during the auto-negotiation sequence.
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