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ABSTRACT

A specifically contoured smooth, hard plastic, dark colored
hair coloring formula identification clip device, a system of
its use, and a method of steps to track and achieve a desired
outcome. The hair coloring identification clip preferably
includes a stain and water resistant, peel and stick, replace-
able, wet erase writing surface label portion.
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HAIR COLORING FORMULA
IDENTIFICATION CLIP DEVICE, SYSTEM,
AND METHOD

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention is directed to a hair coloring
formula identification clip device, a hair coloring identifica-
tion system, and method of utilizing the identification hair
coloring chemical formulas.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Before deciding which tools to use, the hair care
professional will assess the hair type, current condition and
previous chemical processing and desired outcome.

[0003] The hair care professional utilizes multiple tools to
perform their duties. Currently, a hair colorist will mix up
multiple types, levels, volumes and brands of formulas of hair
coloring or other chemicals to apply to a person’s hair during
a hair coloring application or treatment. The different formu-
las are applied at different stages or steps of the process, to
different areas of the hair, to achieve a desired outcome.

[0004] Mostusedisthe multipurpose standard mixing bowl
to hold and access a product. The hair colorist uses the bowls
for mixing and containing different formulas of hair coloring
for application to the person’s hair. These bowls typically are
not marked to identify the particular formula or its placement
in each bowl. Thus, it is very common that the wrong formula,
and its placement, is applied during the coloring process
causing poor outcomes. For this reason, the colorist will note
on one side of the multiple clips the various formulas for the
different colors and note the placement of each formulation
on the opposite side of the corresponding clip. This is done in
most cases because chemicals process differently at the root
of the hair than the ends of the hair.

[0005] Thus, it is desirable to provide an identification
device, system, and method of positively marking bowls con-
taining the different hair color formulas and placement of
each for the purpose of the hair colorist identifying the proper
formula and placement so there is no mix up of the formulas
while mixing and the placement thereof when correctly
applying the different hair coloring formulation on the
required area of the hair. For example, as many as four or five
bowls are used in one color application process, and proper
identification of the difterent hair formulas and placement are
important at each stage.

[0006] Finally, the formula and placement can be recorded
in client records for future reference and reuse on the same
client. Then the stain and water resistant, peel and stick,
replaceable, wet erase writing surface label is wiped clean
and ready for reuse.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] A first object of the present invention is to provide a
hair coloring identification clip device specifically designed
to be attachable to a standard mixing bowl, so the formula and
placement are visible while mixing and applying the chemi-
cals which make up the system, and method of its use.

[0008] A second object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a hair coloring identification clip device that is smooth
hard plastic, dark colored and specifically contoured to fit any
standard mixing bowl.
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[0009] A third object of the present invention is to provide
a hair coloring identification clip device including a markable
and erasable writing surface portions to be used with a wet
erase pen.

[0010] A fourth object of the present invention is to provide
a hair coloring identification clip device including an lami-
nated, peel and stick writing label portion.

[0011] A fifth object of the present invention is to provide a
hair coloring identification clip device that will be able to
withstand continuous use. Making the device convenient,
reusable and eco friendly.

[0012] A sixth object of the present invention is to provide
a hair coloring identification system of uses to professionally
perform a hair care process including at least one hair color-
ing identification clip device.

[0013] A seventh object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a hair coloring identification system that will allow the
professional to record and maintain each formulation and its
placement, along with identifying the individual client (by
name) anytime during or after its use, for future reference and
reuse particularly at times when multiple clients are being
serviced simultaneously—which is often.

[0014] A eighth object of the present invention is to provide
a hair coloring identification method, including the steps of
marking containers of different hair coloring formula and
placement to allow identification of the hair coloring formu-
las before, during and after use, the levels of color and devel-
oper contained therein the location of its placement on the
hair as well.

[0015] Although this device can be used in many different
arenas, the present invention is directed to a hair coloring
identification clip, system, and method. The hard plastic, dark
colored, water & stain resistant hair coloring identification
clip according to the present invention includes a wet erase
markable or writable portion. This configuration allows a hair
colorist to mark or write on the label of hair coloring identi-
fication clip. For example, the hair colorist can write the
particular formula and its placement of the hair coloring
chemical mixture on one or both sides of the hair coloring
identification clip device, and then clip the hair coloring for-
mula identification clip device to the salon standard mixing
container containing that particular formula. The marking or
writing by the hair colorist on the hair color identification clip
device can be permanent (e.g. reuse of same clip device with
same hair coloring formula at a future date), or more prefer-
ably erasable to allow reuse (e.g. reuse of same clip device
with a different hair coloring formula at a future date after
information is recorded on client card). The erasable embodi-
ment allows for more versatility and type of reuse (e.g. less
clip devices are required due to erasability feature thereby
being eco friendly).

[0016] In a preferred embodiment, the hair coloring iden-
tification clip was designed specifically to include a first clip
portion, and a second clip portion with a contoured opening to
grip onto the standard mixing bowl, a specifically positioned
spring connecting the clip portions together and for biasing
gripping ends of the clipped portions together to provide a
clip device. For example, a metal coiled spring includes bent
end portions for attaching the two (2) clip portions together to
make an assembled clip device.

[0017] The surface of'the clip portions (e.g. one side or both
sides) are made with a space large enough for a label to be
markable, writable and erasable before, during, and/or after
use. For example, the surface can be painted, coated, textured
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or labeled to allow a hair colorist to mark and/or write
thereon. The mark or writing, for example, can indicate the
hair coloring formulas and the placement of each formula-
tion. The written on clip device is then attached to a container
(e.g. mixing bowl) containing that particular hair coloring
formula to mark the contents of that container and the place-
ment of the formula. The professional would use a wet erase
marker to write the hair coloring formula and its placement.
Alternatively, a label, sticker or other separately marked indi-
cator can be attached to one or both sides of the clip device to
indicate the hair coloring formula or the hair coloring formula
itself and the placement of the formula on the opposite side.
[0018] In one preferred embodiment, a wooden clip is
painted with a textured coating that accepts writing thereon.
Depending on the particular coating, the writing can be eras-
able to allow reuse of the clip device. In another embodiment,
only a portion of the clip device is textured to allow writing
only on the textured portion.

[0019] Inanother preferred embodiment, one or more sepa-
rate surfaces or laminates having a markable or writable sur-
face can be applied to one or both clip portions of the clip
device, for example, by using adhesive, sticky back, heat
welding, plastic insert injection molding, mechanical fasten-
ing, or other suitable technique to attach the surface or lami-
nate to the clip portion(s).

[0020] The clip device can have a uniform width, or can be
made so as to have a wider writing surface area to provide
more room for writing on the label portion. The label portion
can be made integral with the clip device, or can be a separate
part or component attached thereto.

[0021] The hair coloring identification system includes
multiple hair coloring identification clips for multiple con-
tainers (e.g. mixing bowls). The hair coloring identification
clips are made so as to be removably attach to an upper edge
of the mixing bowls. Preferably, the hair coloring identifica-
tion clips attached to the bowls in a manner so as to not come
into contact with the hair coloring formula itself.

[0022] According to the present invention, the hair coloring
identification method includes writing the hair coloring for-
mula on one side and placement on the other of a hair coloring
identification clip device, attaching the same to the container
or mixing bowl and then combining the colors and developer
and placing a particular hair coloring formula into a container
(e.g. mixing bowl). In this manner, the particular hair coloring
formula contained in the container or bowl and the placement
thereof, are marked so as to be later identified with the correct
hair coloring formula and placement when being applied to a
person’s hair. When using multiple different hair coloring
formulation for different areas of the hair on the same person
during application, in this manner the proper hair coloring
formula and their placement are identified prior to application
to the each person. Also identifying the individual client, by
name, is necessary when attending multiple clients simulta-
neously, which is often.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0023] FIG. 11is a perspective view of a hair color identifi-
cation clip device according to the present invention.

[0024] FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of a hair color
identification clip device shown in FIG. 1.

[0025] FIG. 3 is a front elevational view of another embodi-
ment of a hair color identification clip device.

[0026] FIG. 4 is a side elevational view of the hair color
formula identification clip shown in FIG. 4.
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[0027] FIG. 5 is a front elevational view of a further
embodiment of the hair identification clip device according to
the present invention.

[0028] FIG. 6 is a front elevational view of another further
embodiment of the hair color identification clip device
according to the present invention emphasizing the label por-
tion.

[0029] FIG. 7 is a perspective view of an embodiment of a
hair color identification clip system according to the present
invention clipped onto a mixing bowl.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

[0030] A preferred embodiment of the hair coloring iden-
tification clip device according to the present invention is
shown in FIGS. 1 and 2.

[0031] Theidentification clip includes a first clip portion 12
and a second clip portion 14 with a coiled metal spring 16
connecting the clip portions 12, 14 together. The spring 16
includes a bent gripping portion 16a, 165 for fastening the
clip portions 12, 14 together. For example, the spring 16 can
be a coiled metal spring designed to apply opposite torque to
the clip portions 12, 14 so as to bias the gripping end 12a, 14a
of'the clip portion 12, 14 together.

[0032] The clip portions 12, 14 can be made of wood, and
then coated (e.g. paint) with a surface that can be marked or
preferably written thereon. Further, the coated surface can be
selected to not only be markable or writable, but also erasable
to allow reuse of the clip device 10 (e.g. with other hair
coloring formulas). Alternatively, the clip portions 12, 14 can
be made of plastic (e.g. plastic injection molded) and pro-
vided with a surface finish that allows writing and/or erasing
(e.g. textured finish). A textured finish can be provided by
sand blasting, shot penning, bead penning, machining, or
other suitable technique applied to desired surfaces of the
mold used for plastic injection molding of the clip portions
12, 14.

[0033] Another embodiment of the hair coloring identifi-
cation clip device 20 according to the present invention is
shown in FIG. 3.

[0034] The hair coloring identification clip device 20
includes a regular surface portion 20a and a extured surface
portion 205 selected to allow marking or writing, and prefer-
ably erasing.

[0035] Another further embodiment of the hair coloring
identification clip device 30 is shown in FIGS. 4 and 5.
[0036] The hair coloring identification clip device 30 is
provided a separate marking or writing surface 38 (e.g. tex-
ture surface) applied to one or both clip portions 32, 34. The
textured surface 38, for example, can be as laminate, textured
laminate, film, textured film, textured plate, plastic laminate,
polymer laminate, paper laminate, cardboard laminate, plas-
tic laminate, label, sticker, or other suitable surface applied by
adhering, heat welding, insert plastic injection molding, or
other suitable technique. The surface 32 is markable or writ-
able, and preferably is also erasable.

[0037] An even further embodiment of the hair coloring
identification clip device 40 is shown in FIG. 6.

[0038] The hair coloring identification clip 40 includes a
writing surface label portion 48 configured to be wider versus
the width of the clip portions 42, 44. The wider writing
surface label portion 48 can be integral with one or both ofthe
clip portions 42, 44, or can be a separate writing surface label
portion 48 applied to one or more of the clip portions 42, 44.
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The increased width of the writing surface label portion 48
allows for more room for a user to write a particular hair color
formula thereon. A hair colorist can mark or write on the
surface of the writing surface label portion 48, or one or more
labels (e.g. sticky back blank labels that can be written on) can
be attached to the writing surface label portion.

[0039] A hair coloring identification system 100 according
to the present invention is shown in FIG. 7.

[0040] The hair coloring identification system 100 includes
multiple containers or bowls 102 each provided with a hair
coloring brush applicator and hair coloring identification clip
device 10 for identifying the particular hair coloring formula
contained in each of the containers or bowls 102. It is noted
that the system 100 can include two containers 102 or four or
more containers depending on the particular hair coloring
application.

I claim:

1. A hair coloring formula identification clip, comprising:

asmooth, hard plastic, dark colored, specifically contoured
gripping notched end first clip portion;

asmooth, hard plastic, dark colored, specifically contoured
gripping notched end second clip portion connected to
said first clip portion;

a spring connected to both of said first clip portion and said
second clip portion, said spring configured for releas-
ably biasing gripping end portions of said first clip por-
tion and said second clip portion together—said spring
is specifically developed in such a manner to allow space
for a customized label on both said first clip portion and
said second clip portion; and

a stain and water resistant, peel and stick, replaceable wet
erase writing surface label portion provided on at least
one both of said first clip portion and said second clip
portion, said writing surface portion including a writable
and erasable surface specifically configured to allow a
user to write with a wet erase pen and then erase the
writing to allow reuse thereof,

whereby a user writes a hair coloring formula on said
writing surface portion of the first clip portion, and
writes the formula placement on said writing surface
portion of the second clip portion, and then clips said
hair coloring formula clip onto any universal or standard
container to identify the particular hair coloring formula
contained or to be contained therein, as well as it’s
placement.

2. A device according to claim 1, wherein both of said first
clip portion and said second clip portion are provided with a
stain and water resistant, peel and stick, replaceable wet eras-
able surface portion.

3. A device according to claim 2, wherein both said first
clip portion and said second clip portion are provided with
stain and water resistant, peel and stick, replaceable wet eras-
able surface portions.

4. A device according to claim 1, wherein both of said first
clip portion and said second clip portion are provided with a
widened area to provide space for a wet erase label portion
having a stain and water resistant, peel and stick, replaceable
wet erasable surface.

5. A device according to claim 1, wherein said wet erase
label portion is integral with both of said first clip portion and
said second clip portion.

Aug. 15,2013

6. A device according to claim 1, Wherein said wet erase
label portion is a separate part and adhered to both of said first
clip portion and said second clip portion.

7. A device according to claim 6, wherein said wet erase
label portion is a stain and water resistant, peel and stick,
replaceable wet erasable surface adhered to both of said first
clip portion and said second clip portion.

8. A device according to claim 1, wherein said writable and
erasable custom sized surface portion is a polymer film hav-
ing an erasable surface on one side and adhered to both of said
first clip portion and said second clip portion on the opposite
side of said polymer film.

9. A device according to claim 1, wherein said wet erase
label portion is plastic injection molded with said first clip
portion and said second clip portion.

10. A device according to claim 1, wherein both of said first
clip portion and said second clip portion are dark colored,
smooth, hard plastic injection molded, and said wet erase
label portion is textured to provide an erasable surface portion
on both of said first clip portion and said second clip portion.

11. A hair coloring formula identification system, compris-
ing:

a plurality of hair coloring formula identification clip
devices, said clip devices each including a writable and
erasable surface portion;

a plurality of all universal or standard containers for con-
taining different hair coloring formulas,

whereby a user fills said plurality of universal or standard
containers with different hair coloring formulas, identi-
fies the particular hair coloring formulas in each said
containers by writing the particular hair coloring formu-
las on said first clip portion, and identifying the particu-
lar hair coloring placement on said second clip portion
and attaching said identification clips to said containers
containing the corresponding hair coloring formulas and
their placement.

12. A device according to claim 1, wherein said containers

are any universal or standard salon mixing bowls.

13. A method of identifying hair coloring formulas, includ-
ing the steps of:

Determine color formula combination;

Write individual formulation on said first clip portion wet
erasable label and the placement of the formula on said
second clip portion (each application may require mul-
tiple formulas—one clip per formula);

apply hair coloring formula identification clip devices to an
empty said containers to identify the particular hair col-
oring formula contained in each said containers; and

mix formula ingredients noted on individual clips now
attached to the plurality of containers.

14. A method according to claim 14, wherein said hair
coloring identification clip devices have writable and erasable
surface portions.

15. A method according to claim 15, wherein said hair
coloring identification clips have erasable wet erase label
portions, and erasing said wet erase label portions after use to
allow reuse thereof.



