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1. 

SEAT BELT VASE CARRIER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates generally to the field of 

containers for holding objects within a vehicle. More spe 
cifically, a carrier for vases is disclosed securable on a 
vehicle seat by a seat belt. 

Description of the Prior Art 
In my U.S. Pat. No. 8,479,917, I disclosed a carrier or 

packaging container for holding flower stems inserted within 
a vase while being transported to the recipient. The carrier 
is inexpensive and easily assembled for holding a vase in 
place while allowing the flower stems to be placed at least 
partially inside the vase thereby protecting the vase and 
flowers as they are transported. The prior typical method of 
delivering flowers is to wrap the flowers within tissue paper 
or hold the vase separately with bubble wrap or a foam type 
construction. 
A further need for delivering vases with flowers is for an 

improved means for holding the carrier in a secure manner 
during vehicle movements. In the event the carrier is not 
securely held, then it is possible the carrier may tip over 
thereby damaging or even ruining the flowers and/or vase. 
Disclosed herein is an inexpensive and easily assembled 
carrier designed to Snugly rest against the inclined vehicle 
seat back while secured thereto by means of a seat belt 
extending across the front of the carrier. Another approach 
is to hold the vase with flowers within a box having a top 
wall with a hole through which the vase extends, such as, 
disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 6,561,353. The top wall of the box 
includes perforations forming tabs that will move to grip the 
vase accommodating vases of outside diameters. The box 
has a rear panel extendable into the bight between the seat 
bottom and inclined seat back to hold the carrier to the seat. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

One embodiment of the present invention is a shipping 
carrier for removably holding a vase securely to a vehicle 
seat having an inclined seat back and a seat belt extendable 
over and against the carrier. A one-piece main body has a 
first end and an opposite second end. The main body is 
folded forming a top wall and an exterior bottom wall with 
a front wall and rear wall being spaced apart and extending 
between the top wall and the bottom wall. The main body 
further has an angular extending locking wall located inte 
riorly in the carrier extending diagonally from the top end of 
the rear wall and the top wall to a location adjacent the 
bottom wall and the front wall. The top wall has a first hole 
through which the vase is extendable. The locking wall has 
a second hole through which the vase is extendable. The 
front wall and rear wall are arranged at acute angles with the 
plane of the bottom wall with the first hole and the second 
hole locking the vase within the container. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of the carrier incorpo 
rating the present invention having a vase and flowers 
mounted therein and secured by means of a seat belt. 

FIG. 2 is a plan view of a strip of corrugated paperboard 
folded in place to form the carrier of FIG. 1. 

FIGS. 3-5 are perspective views showing the various 
steps of bending and forming the carrier. 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

2 
FIG.3 is a side perspective view showing the interior wall 

41 folded relative to the interior bottom wall 62, and the rear 
wall 24, in turn, folded relative to the exterior bottom wall 
64. 

FIG. 4 is the same view as FIG.3 and showing the bottom 
wall 64 folded forming the front wall 32 with the front wall 
32 being folded forming the top wall 65. 

FIG. 5 is an opposite side view showing the tab on the top 
wall inserted through a slot located at the junction of the 
angular wall and rear wall hereby forming the assembled 
carrier prior to being attached to the inclined seat back. 

FIG. 6 is a front perspective view illustrating the seatbelt 
notches formed in the front wall. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

For the purposes of promoting an understanding of the 
principles of the invention, reference will now be made to 
the embodiment illustrated in the drawings and specific 
language will be used to describe the same. It will never 
theless be understood that no limitation of the scope of the 
invention is thereby intended, such alterations and further 
modifications in the illustrated device, and such further 
applications of the principles of the invention as illustrated 
therein being contemplated as would normally occur to one 
skilled in the art to which the invention relates. 

Referring now more particularly to FIG. 1, there is shown 
a carrier 20 for holding a vase 30 and bouquet of flowers 31 
atop a vehicle seat 22. A standard seatbelt 21 extends across 
the front wall 32 of carrier 20. The rear wall 24 of carrier 20 
is held against the inclined seat back 23 of the vehicle seat 
by belt 21. Carrier 20 may be produced from various thin 
walled materials. Excellent results have been obtained by 
producing the main body of the carrier from corrugated 
paperboard enabling the main body to be folded at various 
locations forming the front, top, rear, bottom and interior 
walls. 

FIG. 2 shows a flat strip of corrugated paperboard which 
is used to form the carrier of FIG.1. Strip 35 forms the main 
body of the carrier and has a pair of holes 36 and 37 located 
towards the opposite ends of the strip. Hole 36 is circular 
whereas hole 37 is generally oval shaped. End 39 which is 
referred to the top end of the strip has a tab 40 formed 
thereon which extends outwardly from the end with the first 
hole 36 located near to the end 39 of the strip. A slot 38 
extends partially across the width of the strip and is located 
near oval shaped hole 37 located near the end 47 which will 
be referred to as the bottom end of the strip. A pair of flaps 
42 and 43 are formed respectively in the longitudinal 
extending edges 44 and 45 of the strip and are operable to 
receive and hold the seatbelt to the front wall of the carrier. 

FIGS. 3-5 illustrate the steps of folding and assembling 
the flat strip into the final configured carrier. 

Strip 35 is folded along five crease lines, namely 60, 46, 
61, 53 and 54. Crease line 60 defines the integrally con 
nected interior bottom wall 62 with the downwardly extend 
ing interior angular wall 41. Crease lines 46 and 61 define 
the rear wall 24 whereas crease line 61 and 53 define the 
exterior bottom wall 64. Crease lines 53 and 54 define the 
front wall 32 whereas the top wall 65 is defined by and 
extends between crease line 54 and top end 39. 

In FIG. 3, strip 35 is folded along crease line 60 locating 
the interior bottom wall 62 immediately atop and adjacent 
the interior surface of strip 35 while simultaneously forming 
the upwardly extending angular wall 41 containing the oval 
shape opening 37. The top end of angular wall 41 is folded 
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along crease line 46 which extends widthwise across the 
strip and through slot 38 with the rear wall 24 then being 
formed by folding the main strip downwardly along crease 
line 46 with the rear wall extending past the interior bottom 
wall 62. Rear wall 24 is then folded along crease line 61 
forming the exterior bottom wall 64 located outwardly of the 
interior bottom wall 62. Angular wall 41 (FIG. 5) extends 
upwardly at an acute angle relative to the planes of bottom 
walls 62 and 64 to top wall 65. 

In FIG. 4, the exterior bottom wall 64 is folded along 
crease line 53 forming the upwardly extending front wall 32 
having a top end folded along crease line 54 forming the top 
wall 65 extending across the container. Top wall 65 has a tab 
40 formed at the end 39 of the strip which is then extended 
into the slot 38 securing the walls together. Front wall 32 
includes vertically extending edges 44 and 45 (FIG. 6) with 
recesses 55 and 56 respectively formed therein by means of 
a pair of pivotable flaps 42 and 43. Each flap has a proximal 
end pivotally connected to front wall 32 by means of a 
crease or fold line with each flap moving inward towards the 
rear wall to allow recesses 55 and 56 (FIG. 6) to receive the 
seat belt 21 (FIG. 1) extending across and against the front 
wall. The flaps are cantileverly mounted to the front wall; 
however, the present invention includes complete removal 
of the flaps with the recesses still receiving the seat belt to 
limit relative motion between the seat belt and carrier. The 
front wall includes a pair of opposed fingers restricting the 
entrance into the recess limiting accidental movement of the 
belt from the recess. For example, front wall 32 includes 
extensions or fingers 58 and 59 (FIG. 6) that extend into 
recess 55 thereby restricting the entrance and likewise 
restricting movement of the belt from the recess. Similarly, 
recess 56 is provided with a pair of fingers restricting the 
entrance into the recess. The recesses provide notches for the 
seat belt to securely hold the carrier in place. 

In order to mount the vase 30 (FIG. 5) to carrier 20, tab 
40 is removed from slot 38 with the top wall 65 then being 
pivoted away from the rear wall and the bottom of the vase 
being inserted through the oval shaped hole 37 of angular 
wall 41. Top wall 65 is then pivoted toward the rear wall 
while extending the top portion of the vase through the 
circular hole 36 with tab 40 then being inserted into slot 38. 
Circular hole 36 is provided with a plurality of slots or 
perforations 57 (FIG. 2) which extend radially outward from 
the center of the hole. The slots extend through the main 
body 35 of the carrier thereby forming a plurality of fingers 
or tabs 58 which will move to accommodate the diameter of 
the vase extending therethrough. The fingers help lock the 
vase in place and adapt to multiple sized vases. Likewise, 
oval hole 37 is provided with a plurality of slots or perfo 
rations 63 (FIG. 2) which extend radially outward from the 
center of hole 37. Slots 57 and 63 extend through the main 
body 35 of the carrier thereby respectively forming a plu 
rality of fingers or tabs 58 and 69 which will move to 
accommodate the diameter of the vase extending there 
through. In many cases, the vase will not have a uniform 
outside diameter from its base to its top entrance. For 
example, vase 30 shown in FIG. 5 has an outside diameter 
at is top portion that decreases and then increases along its 
length to a maximum outside diameter at is bottom portion. 
The fingers 58 and 69 therefore accommodate the different 
outside diameters while still gripping the vase at two sepa 
rate locations along the length of the vase. 
The main body of the carrier is designed to rest against the 

inclined seat back of the vehicle seat. Typically, seat back 23 
forms an included angle of 100 degrees to 110 degrees with 
respect to seat bottom 22. Thus, rear wall 24 and front wall 
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4 
32 are shown (FIG. 5) arranged at the acute angles 49 and 
50 relative to the plane of the bottom walls 62 and 64 with 
the walls resting atop the seat bottom. The radially extending 
perforated slots 57 and 63 will adjust and allow fingers 58 
and 69 to move maintaining the grip on the vase. The vase 
is installed atop bottom wall 62 and extends perpendicularly 
upward relative to bottom wall 62. 
The shipping container or carrier 20 is particularly advan 

tageous in that it is produced from a single or one piece main 
body having a variety of folds forming the components of 
the carrier. More specifically, the angular interior wall 41 is 
folded or pivotally formed along crease line 60 forming wall 
62 which in the assembled state has an end located adjacent 
the rear wall 24 (FIG. 5) with the top end of wall 41 being 
pivotally formed along crease line 46 which is located 
adjacent the rear wall 24 of the carrier. In turn, the rear wall 
24 is pivotally formed along crease line 61 adjacent the 
exterior bottom wall 64 which has a further pivotal forma 
tion along crease line 53 located adjacent the front wall 32. 
Last, the front wall 32 is pivotally formed along crease line 
54 located adjacent the top wall 65 thereby providing the 
container to a slanted position when the container with vase 
are positioned atop the vehicle seat and against the inclined 
seat back. Angle 49 is formed between the outside surface of 
rear wall 24 and the plane 70 of bottom walls 62 and 64 
whereas angle 50 is formed between the inside and rear 
wardly facing surface of front wall 32 and bottom walls 62 
and 64. With the vase mounted in the carrier, angles 49 and 
50 are acute and approximately each 70 degrees thereby 
locating the rear wall 24 of the carrier against the seat back 
23 which is typically arranged at approximately 110 degrees 
relative to the seat bottom 23. 
Main body 35 (FIG. 2) has a first end 39 having tab 40 

formed thereon and opposite second end 47. End 39 when 
the carrier is assembled is located at the top of the carrier 
whereas end 47 is located in the interior of the carrier since 
bottom wall 62 rests atop exterior bottom wall 64 with end 
47 being positioned adjacent the rear wall 24. Locking wall 
41 extends diagonally from the bottom of the front wall 32 
to the top of the rear wall 24. 

While the invention has been illustrated and described in 
detail in the drawings and foregoing description, the same is 
to be considered as illustrative and not restrictive in char 
acter, it being understood that only the preferred embodi 
ment has been shown and described and that all changes and 
modifications that come within the spirit of the invention are 
desired to be protected. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A shipping carrier for removably holding a vase 

securely to a vehicle seat having an inclined seat back and 
a seatbelt extendable over and against the carrier compris 
1ng: 

a one-piece main body having a first end and an opposite 
second end, said main body being folded forming a top 
wall and an exterior bottom wall with a front wall and 
rear wall being spaced apart and extending between 
said top wall and said bottom wall, said rear wall has 
a top end, said main body further having an angular 
extending locking wall extending interiorly in the ship 
ping container diagonally from said top end of said rear 
wall and said top wall to a location adjacent said bottom 
wall and said front wall, said top wall has a first hole 
through which the vase is extendable, said locking wall 
has a second hole through which the vase is extendable 
with said top wall and said locking wall arranged to 
grip the vase at two separate locations, said front wall 
forms an included acute angle with respect to said 
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bottom wall and said rear wall forms an included 
obtuse angle relative to said bottom wall. 

2. The shipping carrier of claim 1 wherein said front wall 
has a pair of opposite longitudinally extending edges with a 
pair of aligned recesses to receive a seatbelt extending over 
and against said front wall and through said recesses to hold 
said main body to a vehicle seat against said inclined seat 
back. 

3. The shipping carrier of claim 2 wherein said recesses 
are formed by cantilevered flaps that are pivotable away 
from said edges locking said seat belt within said recesses. 

4. The shipping carrier of claim 3 wherein said first end 
of said main body is located atop the carrier whereas said 
opposite second end of said main body is located within the 
carrier atop said bottom wall. 

5. The shipping carrier of claim 4 wherein said first end 
has a tab extendable through the top end of said rear wall 
holding said main body in position with said rear wall 
resting against the seat back of the vehicle seat upon which 
said carrier is held by the seat belt. 

6. The shipping carrier of claim 5 wherein said top wall 
has radially extending slots extending outwardly from said 
first hole forming inwardly facing edge portions to adjust 
ably grip the vase therebetween. 

7. The shipping carrier of claim 6 wherein said first hole 
is circular whereas said second hole is oval shaped. 

8. The shipping carrier of claim 7 wherein said opposite 
second end of said main body is positioned adjacent said rear 
wall and said bottom wall. 

9. The shipping carrier of claim 2 wherein said front wall 
has pairs of opposed fingers restricting entrance into said 
recesses limiting movement of a seatbelt located therein and 
wherein said main body extends from said locking wall to 
said opposite second end forming an interior bottom wall 
atop said exterior bottom wall with said opposite second end 
contactable with said rear wall. 

10. The shipping carrier of claim 1 wherein said included 
acute angle is 70 degrees and said included obtuse angle is 
110 degrees. 

11. The combination of a vase and a shipping container 
mountable atop a vehicle seat having a vehicle inclined seat 
back and a seat belt for securing the container thereto 
comprising: 

a Vase: 
a shipping container for holding said vase, said container 

having a main body with a top wall with a first hole 
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through which said vase is extendable and further 
having an interior wall integrally connected to said top 
wall with a second hole through which said vase is 
extendable when extended through said first hole, said 
main body having an exterior bottom wall, a rear wall 
and a front wall which are integrally connected to said 
top wall and said interior wall forming a one-piece 
construction, said rear wall restable against a vehicle 
inclined seat back when a seatbelt is extendable across 
and against said front wall positioning said first hole 
and second hole relative to each other to grip said vase 
at two locations along the length thereof and 

wherein said main body has a bottom end located within said 
container and a top end forming a tab engaged with said rear 
wall. 

12. The combination of claim 11 wherein said first hole is 
circular whereas said second hole is elongated with said 
interior wall extending at an acute angle from said bottom 
wall to said top wall. 

13. The combination of claim 12 wherein said first hole is 
formed by a plurality of flaps surrounding said first hole to 
adjustably grip said vase extending threrethough. 

14. The combination of claim 13 wherein said vase 
extending through said first hole and second hole with said 
rear wall arranged at an included obtuse angle relative to 
said bottom wall when positioned against said vehicle 
inclined seat back holding said first hole and second hole 
relative to each other thereby holding said vase within said 
container. 

15. The combination of claim 14 wherein said front wall 
has notches to receive a seatbelt extending across said front 
wall and through said notches holding said container atop 
said vehicle seat, said front wall has extensions limiting 
movement of said seat belt from said notches. 

16. The combination of claim 15 wherein said main body 
is bent at the location of said interior wall adjacent said front 
wall, at said interior wall adjacent said rear wall, at said rear 
wall adjacent said bottom wall, at said bottom wall adjacent 
said front wall, and at said front wall adjacent said top wall 
allowing said container to have a fixed position when said 
vase is mounted therein when said container with vase 
therein are positioned atop the vehicle seat and against an 
inclined seat back. 


