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(57) ABSTRACT

An articulating clamp assembly for traffic control assemblies
that include luminaires. The clamp assembly includes first
and second clamp members. The first clamp member
includes a male tubular fitting for telescopically engaging a
female fitting on the luminaire. The second clamp member
is attachable to the end of a luminaire arm by a tenon sleeve,
to the side of a pole with saddle plate, or to a simplex fitting
with a simplex mounting bracket. The front ends of the first
and second clamp members have inter-engaging serrated
faces that allow adjustable engagement of the two clamp
members to adjust the position of the luminaire. Each clamp
member defines a continuous end-to-end conductor path,
and the articulating ends are formed to create a continuous
concealed conductor path through the joint. The tenon sleeve
may include a U-bolt to secure it to the luminaire arm.

13 Claims, 31 Drawing Sheets
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SECURITY LIGHT OR OTHER TRAFFIC
CONTROL DEVICE WITH ARTICULATING
BRACKET

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. provisional
application No. 61/847,439 entitled “Security Light or Other
Traffic Control Device with Articulating Bracket,” filed Jul.
17, 2013, and the contents of this application are incorpo-
rated herein by reference. This application is a continuation-
in-part of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/215,008,
entitled “Large Capacity Articulating Clamp Assembly,”
filed Mar. 16, 2014, which claims the benefit of U.S.
provisional application No. 61/800,072 entitled “Large
Capacity Articulating Bracket,” filed Mar. 15, 2013, and the
contents of these applications also are incorporated herein
by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to traffic control
devices and more particularly to brackets for use with such
devices.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated into
and form a part of the specification, illustrate one or more
embodiments of the present invention and, together with this
description, serve to explain the principles of the invention.
The drawings merely illustrate preferred embodiments of the
invention and are not to be construed as limiting the scope
of the invention.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a traffic control assembly
constructed in accordance with the present invention and
including a traffic signal, a bracket supporting the traffic
signal, and a clamp assembly attaching the bracket to a mast
arm.

FIG. 2 is a right side perspective view of the mounting
assembly of FIG. 1 including the bracket assembly and the
clamping assembly.

FIG. 3 is a right side elevational view of the clamping
assembly shown in FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a left side elevational view of the clamping
assembly shown in FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken along line 5-5 in FIG. 3.

FIG. 6 is a plan view of the clamping assembly of FIG. 3.

FIG. 7 is a sectional view taken along line 7-7 in FIG. 6.

FIG. 8 is a left side perspective view of the tube saddle or
first clamp member of the clamping assembly of FIG. 3.

FIG. 9 is a right side perspective view of the tube saddle
or first clamp member of the clamping assembly of FIG. 3.

FIG. 10 is a rear view of the first clamp member of the
clamping assembly of FIG. 3.

FIG. 11 is a plan view of the first clamp member of the
clamping assembly of FIG. 3.

FIG. 12 is a side elevational view of the first clamp
member of the clamping assembly of FIG. 3.

FIG. 13 is a perspective view of the tenon sleeve or
second clamp member of the clamping assembly of FIG. 3.

FIG. 14 is left side elevational view of the tenon sleeve.

FIG. 15 is a sectional view taken along line 15-15 of FIG.
14.

FIG. 16 is a plan view of the tenon sleeve.

FIG. 17 is an end view of the tenon sleeve.
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FIG. 18 is a perspective view of the protective cover of the
clamping assembly of FIG. 3.

FIG. 19 is a front view of the protective cover.

FIG. 20 is a side view of the protective cover.

FIG. 21 is a vertical sectional view of prior art mounting
assembly showing the path of a conductor passing there-
through.

FIG. 21A is horizontal sectional view of the prior art
clamp assembly showing the horizontal S-shaped path of the
conductor as it passes through the adjoined ends members of
the clamp assembly.

FIG. 22 is a sectional view of the tenon mount embodi-
ment of the inventive mounting assembly showing the path
of the larger conductor passing therethrough.

FIG. 22A is horizontal sectional view showing the gen-
erally straight path the conductor follows through the
adjoined ends members of the inventive clamp assembly.

FIG. 23 is a right side elevational view of a second
embodiment of the inventive clamping assembly comprising
a band mount as the second clamp instead of a tenon sleeve.

FIG. 24 is a left side elevational view of the band mount
clamping assembly of FIG. 23.

FIG. 25 is a sectional view taken along line 25-25 of FIG.
23.

FIG. 26 is a left side elevational view of the articulating
end member of the band mount style clamping assembly of
FIG. 23.

FIG. 27 is a sectional view of the end member taken along
line 27-27 of FIG. 26.

FIG. 28 is a plan view of the end member of the band
mount style clamping assembly of FIG. 23.

FIG. 29 is an end view of the end member of the band
mount style clamping assembly of FIG. 23.

FIG. 30 is a mast arm end view of the assembled clamping
assembly of FIG. 23.

FIG. 31 is a right side elevational view of a third embodi-
ment of the inventive clamping assembly comprising a cable
mount as the second clamp instead of a tenon sleeve.

FIG. 32 is a left side elevational view of the cable mount
clamping assembly of FIG. 31.

FIG. 33 is a sectional view taken along line 33-33 of FIG.
31.

FIG. 34 is a mast arm end view of the assembled clamping
assembly of FIG. 31.

FIG. 35 is a perspective view of a traffic control assembly
constructed in accordance with another embodiment of the
present invention. The traffic control device in this embodi-
ment is a security light. The mounting assembly includes a
female tubular fitting extending from the security light and
a clamp assembly attaching the light and fitting to a support
arm.

FIG. 36 is a side elevational view of a preferred clamp
assembly for a supporting a security light, such as the one
shown in FIG. 35. The first clamp member is a male tubular
fixture sized for engagement in the female tubular fitting on
the security light. The second clamp member is a tenon
sleeve.

FIG. 37 is a sectional view of the clamp assembly taken
along line 37-37 in FIG. 36.

FIG. 38 is a side elevational view of a clamp assembly in
which the second clamp member is a wall plate.

FIG. 39 is a sectional view of the clamp assembly taken
along line 39-39 in FIG. 38.

FIG. 40 is a left side perspective view of the clamp
assembly in which the second clamp member is a wall plate.

FIG. 41 is a right side perspective view of the clamp
assembly in which the second clamp member is a wall plate.
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FIG. 42 is a side elevational view of a clamp assembly in
which the second clamp member is a simplex fixture.

FIG. 43 is a sectional view of the clamp assembly taken
along line 43-43 in FIG. 40.

FIG. 44 is a left side perspective view of the clamp
assembly in which the second clamp member is a simplex
fixture.

FIG. 45 is a right side perspective view of the clamp
assembly in which the second clamp member is a simplex
fixture.

FIG. 46 is a right front perspective view of the second
clamp member in the clamp assembly of FIG. 42.

FIG. 47 is a left front perspective view of the second
clamp member.

FIG. 48 is a left side elevational view of the second clamp
member.

FIG. 49 is a plan view of the second clamp member.

FIG. 50 is a right side view of the second clamp member.

FIG. 51 is a perspective view of the first clamp member
of the articulating clamp assembly shown in FIG. 35.

FIG. 52 is a left side perspective view of the second clamp
of the articulating clamp assembly shown in FIG. 35.

FIG. 53 is right side perspective view of the second clamp
member shown in FIG. 52.

FIG. 54 is a plan view of the first clamp member.

FIG. 55 is a left side elevational view of the first clamp
member.

FIG. 56 is a right side elevational view of the first clamp
member.

FIG. 57 is a longitudinal sectional view taken along line
57-57 of FIG. 55.

FIG. 58 is a front end elevational view of the first clamp
member of FIG. 53.

FIG. 59 is an enlarged fragmented view of the circular
section identified in FIG. 57.

FIG. 60 is a plan view of the second clamp member.

FIG. 61 is a right side elevational view of the second
clamp member.

FIG. 62 is a longitudinal sectional view taken along line
62-62 of FIG. 61.

FIG. 63 is a front end elevational view of the second
clamp.

FIG. 64 is a cross sectional view taken along line 64-64
of FIG. 61.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT(S)

Traffic signals and other traffic control devices often are
supported from mast arms; the signal is supported in a
bracket assembly, often comprising a main support tube, and
the bracket is then attached to the mast arm by a clamp
assembly. This mounting arrangement has worked well for
many years. Prior art devices for supporting traffic devices
include those shown and described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,645,
255, entitled Articulating Clamp Assembly for Traffic Con-
trol device, issued Jul. 8, 1997, U.S. Pat. No. 6,357,709,
entitled Bracket Assembly with Split Clamp Member, issued
Mar. 19, 2002, and U.S. Pat. No. 4,659,046, entitled Traffic
Control Device Mast Arm Bracket, issued Apr. 21, 1987.
The contents of these prior patents are incorporated herein
by reference.

As traffic control devices become more varied and com-
plex, they require more and larger conductors. Larger con-
ductors tend to be stiffer. Consequently, it is becoming
increasing difficult to route the necessary conductors
through conventional mounting hardware. The present
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4

invention is directed to an improved articulating clamp
assembly for mounting traffic control devices. The inventive
clamp assembly permits easy routing of larger and/or mul-
tiple conductors while maintaining strength and versatility.

Turning now to the drawings in general and to FIG. 1 in
particular, there is shown therein a traffic control assembly
constructed in accordance with the present invention and
designated generally by the reference number 10. The traffic
control assembly 10 generally comprises a traffic control
device, such as the traffic signal 12. The traffic light 12 is a
typical vertical three-light signal. However, as used herein,
“traffic control device” refers to any signal, sign, monitor,
camera, or other device supported by or over or near a
roadway for controlling or monitoring vehicular or pedes-
trian traffic.

The traffic control assembly 10 further comprises a
mounting assembly 14 for supporting the signal 12 on a mast
arm 16 or other elongate support structure. The mounting
assembly 14 preferably comprises a bracket assembly 18, on
which the signal 12 is mounted, and a clamp assembly 20
that attaches the bracket assembly to the mast arm 16.

FIG. 2 illustrates a preferred mounting assembly 14 apart
from the signal 12 and mast arm shown only in FIG. 1. The
bracket assembly 18 comprises an elongate tubular support
24, an upper arm 26 and a lower arm 28. The clamp
assembly 20 shown in FIG. 2 is a tenon mount style, which
will be described with reference to FIGS. 3-20.

The assembled clamp assembly 20 is shown in FIGS. 3-7.
The clamp assembly 20 comprises a first clamp member 30
and a second clamp member 32. The first clamp member 30
is a saddle style clamp for attaching to the tube 24 of the
bracket assembly 18, and the second clamp member 32
includes a tenon sleeve for attachment to the end of a mast
arm (not shown) or other tubular extension.

The first clamp member 30, shown separately in FIGS.
8-12, comprises a first end 34 and a second end 36. The
second end 36 comprises curved or saddle style plate
configured to receive the tube 24 of the bracket assembly 18.
U-bolts, designated generally at 38 are included to secure the
plate 36 to the tube 24. As best seen in FIGS. 8-12, the first
end 34 defines an opening 42, and the second end 36 defines
an opening 44. These openings 42 and 44 are connected by
an internal channel that forms a substantially straight first
conductor path segment 46 extending through the first clamp
member 30, the first conductor path segment indicated by
the arrow in FIGS. 11 and 12. The first clamp member 30 has
a longitudinal axis “X,” shown by the dashed line in FIGS.
11 and 12.

With continuing reference to FIGS. 8-12, the first end 34
of the first clamp member 30 comprises a first joint face 50.
The joint face 50 defines a surface for engaging with mating
surface on the second clamp member 32 yet to be described.
In the preferred embodiment, the first joint face 50 com-
prises a serrated ring 52 for a purpose that will become
apparent. The first end 34 of the first clamp member 30 may
also include upper and lower walls 54 and 56 that border the
upper and lower edges of the joint face 50 and that partially
define the opening 42. The upper and lower walls 54 and 56
may further define a side opening or window 60 spaced a
distance from and parallel to the joint face 50.

Referring still to FIGS. 3-7 and turning now also to FIGS.
13-17, the second clamp 32 will be described. The second
clamp 32 has a first end 64 and a second end 66. An opening
68 in the first end 64 and an opening 70 in the second end
66 connect an internal channel forming a substantially
straight second conductor path segment 72 extending
through the second clamp member, as seen best in FIG. 15.
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The second clamp member 32 has a longitudinal axis “X,”
shown by the dashed line in FIGS. 15 and 16.

With continuing reference to FIGS. 13-17, the first end 64
of the second clamp member 32 comprises a second joint
face 76. The joint face 76 defines a surface for engaging with
the surface 50 on the first clamp member 30. In the preferred
embodiment, the second joint face 76 comprises a second
serrated ring 78 configured to engage the first serrated ring
52 on the first joint face 50 of the first clamp member 30.

Now it will be apparent that the serrated rings 52 and 78
when engaged with each other form an articulating joint,
designated generally at 80 (FIG. 5) that permits the angle of
one clamp member to be adjusted relative to the other clamp
member. Most preferably, this joint 80, permits one clamp
member to be rotated relative to the other clamp member.
Thus, once the desired angle is achieved by positioning the
joint 80, a bolt 82 is used to secure the joint faces 50 and 76
in the selected position, as best seen in FIG. 5.

As shown in FIG. 15, the bolt hole 83 located centrally in
the joint face 76 includes a hexagonal recess 84 sized to
non-rotatingly receive the hexagonal head of the bolt 80.
This facilitates assembly of the clamp as the nut 85 (FIG. 5)
can be threaded on to the bolt 80 using only one tool.

It will also be noted, as shown in FIGS. 5 and 7, that the
joint 80 connects the first end 34 of the first clamp member
30 to the first end 64 of the second clamp member in a
manner that connects the first conductor path segment 46
(FIGS. 11 & 12) with the second conductor path segment 72
(FIGS. 15 & 16) to form a complete conductor path 86
extending end-to-end through the clamp assembly 20. It will
also be appreciated that this conductor path 86 is substan-
tially straight along its entire length when viewed vertically
(FIG. 5) and horizontally (FIG. 7) when the longitudinal
axes X, and X, of the first and second clamp members 30
and 32 are parallel, and shown herein.

Now it will also be appreciated the first and second clamp
members 30 and 32 are formed so that the joint 80 formed
by the abutting joint faces 50 and 75 is offset, that is,
positioned to one side of the conductor path 86. Still further,
it will be noted that the bolt 82 is only long enough to secure
the abutting joint faces 50 and 75 and that the bolt does not
extend transversely across the conductor path 86. This
allows the conductor to be fed directly through the
assembled clamp assembly 20 without navigating around a
through bolt at the joint.

Returning to FIGS. 13-17, the second end 66 of the
second clamp 32 forms a tenon sleeve that is fittable on the
end of a mast arm (not shown). In a known manner, the
sleeve includes a slot 90 and a bolt 92 (FIGS. 3-7) for
securing the tenon sleeve in position on the mast arm.
During installation the conductor will easily pass around the
bolt 92 because the relatively large diameter of the tenon
sleeve and mast arm.

As shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, when the first and second
clamp member 30 and 32 are bolted together at the joint 80,
the window 60 provides side access to the conductor path 86
and the bolt 82. A protective cover 96, shown in detail in
FIGS. 18-20, may be included to cover this opening.

The advantages of the inventive clamp assembly 20 as
compared to the prior art clamp assembly 20q are illustrated
in FIGS. 21, 21A, 22, and 22A. As previously described and
as is shown in FIGS. 22 and 22A, in the inventive clamp
assembly, a larger conductor, such as a five-eighths inch
conductor “C” follows a relatively straight path through the
clamp assembly 20 to the tube 24. The smaller conductor C,,
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must follow an S-shaped conductor path 86a (FIG. 21A) as
it passes through the conductor path 86, of the prior art
clamp assembly 20a.

Referring still to FIG. 22, another feature of the bracket
assembly 18 of the present invention will be explained. An
enlarged and deeper protective cover 98 is provided on the
lower arm 28 of the bracket assembly 18. As illustrated in
FIG. 22, this deeper profile allows the larger conductor C to
make wider turns as it negotiates the path through the
bracket 18.

The above described embodiment of FIGS. 2-22A illus-
trates a clamp assembly with a tenon style mount for the
mast arm. However, the present invention may, of course, be
provided with different style mounts. Another common style
of mast arm mount is a saddle plate with band connectors so
that the clamp assembly is fittable on the side of the mast
arm. FIGS. 23-30 illustrate the inventive clamp assembly
with a band style saddle mount designated generally by the
reference number 200.

The clamp assembly 200 comprises a first clamp member
202 and a second clamp member 204. The first clamp
member 202 is similar to the first clamp member 30 in the
previously described embodiment and will not be described
in detail. The second clamp member 204 has a first end 208
and a second end 210. The second end 210 comprises a
saddle plate 212 with band connectors 214 for securing the
plate to the side of the mast arm (not shown). In this
preferred embodiment, the first end 208 of the second clamp
member 204 is a connector head 220, shown in more detail
in FIGS. 26-29. The rear end 222 of the connector head 220
has a neck 224 rotatably receivable in a collar 226 formed
on the front of the plate 212. See FIG. 25. The connector
head 220 is secured in the desired rotational position by one
or more bolts 228, depending on whether the saddle plate
212 is one part or two parts.

The front end 230 of the connector head 220 is similar to
the first end of the second clamp 32 previously described.
The front end 230 defines a joint face 234 with a serrated
ring 236 and forms an access window 238 similar to the first
end 34 of the first clamp member 30 in the previous
embodiment. In other respects the clamp assembly 200
functions similarly to the tenon-style clamp assembly pre-
viously described. The assembly clamp assembly 200
defines similarly straight conductor path 240 extending the
length of the assembly from the opening 242 (FIG. 30) in the
saddle plate 212 to the opening 244 in the saddle plate 246
in the first clamp 202.

Another common style of mast arm connector is a cable-
mount. A clamp assembly 300, shown in FIGS. 31-34,
illustrates this type of mount incorporated in the clamp
assembly of the present invention. The clamp assembly 300
comprises a first clamp member 302, like the clamp mem-
bers 30 and 202 of the previously described embodiments.
The clamp assembly 300 further comprises a second clamp
member 304, which has a saddle plate 306 similar to the
plate 212 of the previous band-style assembly 200. How-
ever, instead of the bands 214, the second clamp member
304 employs cables 308 in a known manner to attach the
plate 306 to the mast arm (not shown). The second clamp
member 304 includes a connector head 310 similar to the
connector head 220 of the band-style assembly described
above. As in the previous embodiments, the clamp assembly
300 provides a substantially straight conductor path 312 that
extends end-to-end through the assembly, as indicated by the
arrow 312 in FIG. 33, from the opening 316 in the saddle
plate 306 in the second clamp 304 to the opening 318 in the
saddle plate 320 in the first clamp 302.



US 9,599,275 Bl

7

Now it will be appreciated that the clamp assembly,
bracket assembly, mounting assembly and traffic control
assembly of the present invention provides significant
advantages in installation of traffic devices. The straight path
through the clamp assembly facilitates the placement of the
conductors during installation of the device. Additionally,
the deeper arm cover on the bracket arm reduces the
sharpness of the turns required when threading the conduc-
tor through the bracket.

As indicated, the articulating clamp assembly of the
present invention is useful with many types of traffic control
devices. FIG. 35 illustrates a traffic control assembly 400 in
which the traffic control device is a conventional security
light 402. The light 402 is supported on a luminaire arm 404
by an articulating clamp assembly, which is described in
more detail hereafter. The security light 402 includes female
tubular fitting 408 that telescopically receives a member of
the clamp assembly, as described below. The security light
402 is exemplary of luminaires generally. As used herein,
“luminaire” denotes a lighting fixture, including but not
limited to flood lights and security lights, used for illumi-
nating vehicular roadways, pedestrian paths and walkways,
parking lots, and other areas. The present invention is
applicable to all such devices.

FIGS. 36 and 37 illustrate an articulating clamp assembly
500 which may be used in traffic control assembly 400 of
FIG. 35 and which incorporates the wide diameter, straight,
concealed conductor path and articulating joint of the pre-
vious embodiment shown in FIGS. 3-22A, described above.
The clamp assembly 500 generally comprises a first clamp
member 502 and second clamp member 504.

The first clamp member 502 has a first end 508 and first
conductor path 510 (FIG. 37) similar to the first end 34 and
conductor path 46 in the clamp member 30 of the clamp
assembly 20 in FIGS. 3-7, and will not be described in detail.
The second end 512 comprises a male tubular fitting tele-
scopically receivable in the female fitting 408 of the security
light 402. The first end 514 of the second clamp member 502
is similar to the first end 64 of the second clamp member 32
of'the clamp assembly 20, and will not be described in detail.
The second clamp member also defines a conductor path 516
similar to the conductor path 72 in the previously described
second clamp member 32. Additionally, the second end 518
of the second clamp member 504 comprises a tenon sleeve
similar to the tenon sleeve of the second clamp member 32
previously described. As in the previous embodiment, the
second end 518 includes slots 520 for receiving the through
bolt (not shown) previously described for securing the tenon
sleeve to the end of the luminaire arm 404.

Shown in FIG. 38-41 is another clamp assembly 600 for
supporting the security light 402 on a flat surface, such as a
wall or square post, or a curved surface, such as the side of
a pole or mast arm, neither of which is depicted in the
drawings. The clamp assembly 600 generally comprises a
first clamp member 602 and second clamp member 604. The
first clamp member 602 has a first end 608 and first
conductor path 610 (FIG. 39), as described in previous
embodiments. The second end 612 comprises a male tubular
fitting. The second clamp member 604 also defines a con-
ductor path 616 (FIG. 39) similar to the conductor path
previously described. The first end 614 of the second clamp
member 602 is similar to the first end of the second clamp
members previously described.

Additionally, the second end 618 of the second clamp
member 604 comprises a mounting plate 620, preferably
with a curved or saddle shaped portion 622 (FIGS. 40 and
41) for conforming to curved surfaces, as necessary. The

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

mounting plate 620 preferably includes one or more bolt
holes 624 (FIGS. 40 and 41) for attaching the plate to a flat
surface (not shown). The mounting plate 620 preferably also
comprises transverse grooves 628 (FIG. 38) for receiving
connecting bands or cables (not shown) for mounting the
plate to poles or mast arms. Still further, a wiring notch 630
(FIGS. 40 and 41) may be provided on one of the edges of
the plate 620.

Shown in FIGS. 42-50 is another clamp assembly 700 for
attaching the security light 402 to a simplex style mount (not
shown). The clamp assembly 700 generally comprises a first
clamp member 702 and second clamp member 704. The first
clamp member 702 has a first end 708 and first conductor
path 710 (FIG. 43), as described in previous embodiments.
The second end 712 comprises a male tubular fitting. The
second clamp member 704 also defines a conductor path 716
(FIG. 43) similar to the conductor path previously described.
The first end 714 of the second clamp member 702 is similar
to the first end of the second clamp members previously
described.

The second end 718 of the second clamp member 704
comprises a simplex bracket plate 720 for mounting on a
simplex bracket support (not shown). The simplex plate 720
preferably includes one or more bolt holes 724 (FIGS. 44
and 45) for attaching the plate to a simplex bracket support.
The simplex plate 720 includes hooks 728 for engaging the
simplex bracket support.

Turning now to FIGS. 51-64 another articulating clamp
assembly will be described. This clamp assembly, desig-
nated generally at 800 (FIG. 35) comprises a first clamp
member 802 and a second clamp member 804. Referring to
FIGS. 51-59, the first clamp member 802 has a first end 808
that defines a joint face 810 preferably with a serrated ring
812. The second end 814 comprises the male tubular fitting
as previously described. The first clamp member 802 defines
a first conductor path 816 (FIG. 57) that extends through its
entire length. As seen in FIGS. 56 and 57, the first end 808
includes a bolt hole 820 with a hexagonal recess 822 for
receiving the head of a hex head bolt (not shown), similar to
that described above in reference to second clamp member
32 of the clamp assembly 20. One or more projecting tabs
or teeth 826 extend from the inner circumference of the
opening 828 in joint face 810, as seen in FIGS. 57-59.

With reference to FIGS. 60-64, the second clamp member
804 includes a first end 830 and a second end 832. The first
end 830 defines a joint face 834 with a serrated ring 836 for
mating engagement with the serrated ring 812 on the joint
face 810 of the first clamp member 802. The second end 838
of the second clamp member 804 comprises a tenon sleeve
for mounting on the end of the luminaire arm 404 (FIG. 35)
as previous described. The body of the second clamp mem-
ber 804 defines an end-to-end second conductor path 840, as
shown in FIG. 62. Now it will be apparent that the teeth 826
on the joint face 810 if the first clamp member 802 facilitate
the alignment of the serrated rings 812 and 836 of the two
opposing joint faces 810 and 834.

With continuing reference to FIGS. 52, 53, and 60-64
another advantageous feature of this embodiment will be
explained. In the previously described embodiment of FIGS.
3-22A and FIGS. 36-37, the tenon sleeve on the second end
66 of the second clamp 32 of the assembly 20 and the tenon
sleeve on the end 518 of the second clamp member 504 of
the assembly 500 both are secured to the end of the support
arm (mast arm or luminaire arm) by a transverse through-
bolt and slots in the tenon sleeve and support arm. In this
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embodiment, an alternative means is used to secure the
second end 838 of the second clamp member 804 to the
luminaire arm 404.

As best seen in FIGS. 52, 53, and 61 and 64, an elongate
slot 842 is provided in the second end 838. The slot 842
extends circumferentially around a portion of the sidewall of
the tenon sleeve, and preferably extends around about half
the circumference of the sleeve. At the each end of the slot
842 is a tangentially oriented boss 844 and 846 formed on
the outside of the sleeve 838. The clamp assembly 800 may
include a U-bolt 850, shown in phantom in FIG. 64. The
U-bolt 850 is sized so that the curved base 852 of the bolt
is received in the slot 842 with the threaded ends of the arms
854 and 856 of the bolt extend through the bosses 844 and
846. In this way, when the nuts 860 and 862 are tightened on
the ends of the arms 854 and 856, the curved base 852 of the
U-bolt 850 grips the side of the luminaire arm 404 and
secures the sleeve in position. Because the U-bolt 850 does
not extend through the luminaire arm 404, the rotational
position of the light 402 may be adjusted easily by simply
loosening the nuts 850 and 852.

The embodiments shown and described above are exem-
plary. Many details are often found in the art and, therefore,
many such details are neither shown nor described herein. It
is not claimed that all of the details, parts, elements, or steps
described and shown were invented herein. Even though
numerous characteristics and advantages of the present
inventions have been described in the drawings and accom-
panying text, the description is illustrative only. Changes
may be made in the details, especially in matters of shape,
size, and arrangement of the parts within the principles of
the inventions to the full extent indicated by the broad
meaning of the terms of the attached claims. The description
and drawings of the specific embodiments herein do not
point out what an infringement of this patent would be, but
rather provide an example of how to use and make the
invention. Likewise, the abstract is neither intended to define
the invention, which is measured by the claims, nor is it
intended to be limiting as to the scope of the invention in any
way. Rather, the limits of the invention and the bounds of the
patent protection are measured by and defined in the fol-
lowing claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An articulating clamp assembly for supporting a traffic
control device on a support structure, the clamp assembly
comprising:

a first clamp member having a first end and a second end,
an opening in the first end, an opening in the second
end, and an internal channel connecting the openings in
the first and second ends forming a first conductor path
segment therethrough, wherein the first conductor path
is substantially straight, the first clamp member having
a longitudinal axis, wherein the second end is connect-
able to the luminaire;

a second clamp member having a first end and a second
end, an opening in the first end, an opening in the
second end, and an internal channel connecting the
openings in the first and second ends forming a second
conductor path segment therethrough, wherein the sec-
ond conductor path in the second clamp member is
substantially straight, the second clamp member having
a longitudinal axis, wherein the second end is connect-
able to the support structure;

wherein the first end of the first clamp member and first
end of the second clamp member are connectable to
each other to form an articulating joint that connects the
first and second conductor path segments to form a
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concealed conductor path extending through the con-
nected first and second clamp members, wherein the
articulating joint permits adjustment of the angle
formed by the longitudinal axis of the first clamp
member relative to the longitudinal axis of the second
clamp member, and wherein the concealed conductor
path extending through the connected first and second
clamp members is straight when the longitudinal axes
of the first and second clamp members are parallel; and

wherein the articulating joint comprises a first planar joint
face on the first end of the first clamp member and a
second planar joint face on the first end of the second
clamp member, wherein the first planar joint face
defines a first engagement surface and a first plane,
wherein the second planar joint face defines a second
plane and a second engagement surface that matingly
and adjustably engages the first engagement surface on
the first planar joint face whereby one of the first and
second planar joint faces can be rotated relative to the
other of the first and second planar joint faces to adjust
the angle formed by the longitudinal axis of the first
clamp member relative to the longitudinal axis of the
second clamp member, and wherein when the first and
second engagement surfaces are matingly engaged the
planes defined by the first and second planar joint faces
are parallel to each other and to the longitudinal axes of
both the first and second clamp members.

2. The clamp assembly of claim 1 wherein the first
engagement surface comprises a first serrated ring on the
first end of the first clamp member and the second engage-
ment surface comprises a second serrated ring-on the first
end of the second clamp member.

3. The clamp assembly of claim 2 wherein the clamp
assembly further comprises a bolt for securing the joint in a
selected position.

4. The clamp assembly of claim 3 wherein in the
assembled clamp assembly the joint is positioned on one
side of the concealed conductor path and the bolt does not
extend across the conductor path.

5. The clamp assembly of claim 1 wherein the clamp
assembly further comprises a bolt for securing the joint in a
selected position, path and wherein the bolt does not extend
across the conductor path.

6. The clamp assembly of claim 1 wherein the traffic
control device is a luminaire, wherein the support structure
is a luminaire arm and wherein the second end of the second
clamp member comprises a tenon sleeve telescopically
receivable on the end of the luminaire arm.

7. The clamp assembly of claim 6 wherein the tenon
sleeve of the second end of the second clamp member
comprises a U-bolt having a curved base portion and arms.

8. The clamp assembly of claim 7 wherein the tenon
sleeve includes an elongate slot extending circumferentially
partially around the tenon sleeve, the slot sized to receive the
curved base portion of the U-bolt, and wherein the tenon
sleeve further includes a pair of bosses positioned at the ends
of the slot and configured to receive the arms of the U-bolt.

9. The clamp assembly of claim 1 wherein the support
structure is a pole and wherein the second end of the second
clamp member comprises a saddle plate fittable to a side of
the pole.

10. The clamp assembly of claim 1 wherein the support
structure is a simplex bracket support and wherein the
second end of the second clamp member comprises a
simplex bracket plate fittable to the simplex bracket support.

11. The clamp assembly of claim 10 wherein the simplex
bracket plate and support are connectable using two bolts.
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12. The clamp assembly of claim 1 further comprising a
hex-head bolt for securing the joint in a selected position,
wherein one of the first end of the first clamp member and
the first end of the second clamp member comprises a
hex-shaped bolt head receiving space sized to non-rotatingly 5
receive the head of the hex-head bolt, and wherein the bolt
head receiving space is sized so that the bolt head is flush
with the bolt head receiving space when the first and second
clamp members are bolted together.

13. A traffic control assembly comprising a luminaire and 10
the articulating clamp assembly of claim 1.
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