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1. 

SYSTEMAND METHOD FOR 
SYNCHRONIZING DATA FOR USE INA 

NAVIGATION SYSTEM 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

This application claims priority pursuant to 35 U.S.C. S 
119(e) to U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/699.458, filed 
Jul. 14, 2005, which application is specifically incorporated 
herein, in its entirety, by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to a system and method for 

synchronizing address data for use in a navigation system. 
More specifically, the invention relates to a system for Syn 
chronizing address data between a vehicle onboard computer 
and a computing device or hosted synchronization server to 
allow for selection of the address data for use in calculating 
routes in a navigation system. Additionally, a method of ulti 
lizing multiple synchronization protocols to ensure the accu 
rate transfer of data to or from a vehicle onboard computer is 
provided. 

2. Description of Related Art 
Portable electronic devices, such as cellular/mobile 

phones, personal digital assistants (PDAs), and hand-held 
computers can be used to store various personal information 
including, but not limited to contact information, calendar 
information, etc. Such information can be downloaded from 
other computer systems, or can be entered by way of a stylus 
and pressure sensitive screen or a keyboard. Desktop and 
laptop computers are frequently used to store similar infor 
mation. Numerous computing devices can be used to store 
Such information. For example, contact and calendar infor 
mation can also be stored in a vehicle—more specifically, 
Such data-can be stored on the vehicle onboard computer 
system. 
The increasing number of electronic devices on which the 

user can store information can lead to the generation of sepa 
rate and discrete sets of information on the vehicle onboard 
computer, portable devices, etc., which can lead to the disor 
ganization of such information. Therefore it is desirable to 
synchronize data across multiple computers and devices (i.e., 
the user's car, devices, and Personal Information Manager 
(PIM) applications like Microsoft Outlook, Microsoft Notes, 
etc. have copies of the same data), thereby avoiding the need 
to fumble through various devices to locate the desired con 
tact or calendar information. Synchronizing Such data on a 
vehicle onboard computer system would also enhance the 
ease-of-use of personal address/calendar data on the vehicle 
navigation systems and telephony systems by eliminating 
troublesome entry work and would allow users to select the 
synchronized data for use in routing in a navigation system or 
dialing in a telephony System. 

However, the synchronization and device data manage 
ment has generally been spread among many different stan 
dards, proprietary formats, and interfaces that vary from 
device-to-device and manufacturer-to-manufacturer. Accord 
ingly, it is desirable to provide a system and method for 
synchronizing personal and calendar data across multiple 
computers and devices, regardless of whether the computers 
and devices have different standards or proprietary formats. 
In particular, with the increased sophistication of vehicle 
onboard computer systems, there is a need for a system and 
method for synchronizing personal data stored on vehicles 
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2 
with the data stored on other devices, such as cellular/mobile 
phones, PDAs, remotely located computers, etc in order to 
allow access to the personal data on a vehicle navigation 
system or hands free telephone. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a system for synchronizing 
personal and calendar data between an onboard vehicle com 
puter system and one or more other devices, such as a portable 
device (e.g., cell phone or personal digital assistant) or a 
remote computer for use in a navigation system or hands free 
telephone. While data synchronization systems have been 
used to locally synchronize data (e.g., names and phone num 
bers) with cellular/mobile phones or personal digital assis 
tants (PDAs) in the vehicle onboard environment, they have 
not heretofore been successfully adapted to synchronize 
larger amounts of data or richer data sets, nor have they been 
adapted to synchronize data with remotely located computer 
systems for use in a navigation system. 

In accordance with one aspect of the embodiments 
described herein, there is provided a system for synchroniz 
ing data for use in a navigation system comprising a comput 
ing device and a vehicle onboard computer system. The com 
puting device comprises an associated communication 
Subsystem adapted for wireless communications, a user inter 
face permitting entry of address data, and a memory adapted 
to store the address data entered. The vehicle onboard com 
puter system comprises an associated communication Sub 
system adapted for wireless communications with the com 
puting device and a memory adapted to locally store address 
data. The vehicle onboard computer system further comprises 
a navigation system having an associated user interface 
adapted to allow for selection of an address from the stored 
address data. The navigation system is adapted to calculated 
a route based upon the selected address and to display the 
calculated route on the associated user interface. The vehicle 
onboard computer system is-further adapted to synchronize 
the locally stored address data with the address data of the 
computing device using an information synchronization pro 
tocol. Changes or additions to the address data in the com 
puting device are synchronized with the locally stored 
address data of the vehicle onboard computer system, thereby 
facilitating selection of addresses for route calculation by the 
navigation system. 

In accordance with another aspect of the embodiments 
described herein, there is provided a system for synchroniz 
ing address data for use in a navigation system comprising a 
hosted synchronization server, a mobile device, and a vehicle 
onboard computer system. The hosted synchronization server 
comprises an associated communication Subsystem adapted 
for communication over an Internet connection and a memory 
adapted to store address data. The mobile device comprises an 
associated first communication Subsystem adapted for com 
munication over an Internet connection with the hosted Syn 
chronization server and an associated second communication 
Subsystem adapted for wireless communications. The vehicle 
onboard computer system comprises an associated commu 
nication Subsystem adapted for wireless communications 
with the mobile device and a memory adapted to locally store 
address data. The vehicle onboard computer system is further 
adapted to communicate with the hosted synchronization 
server through the wireless connection to the mobile device. 
The vehicle onboard computer system further comprises a 
navigation system having an associated user interface 
adapted to allow for selection of an address from the stored 
address data. The navigation system is adapted to calculate a 
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route based upon the selected address and to display the 
calculated route on the associated user interface. The vehicle 
onboard computer system is further adapted to synchronize 
the locally stored address data with the address data of the 
hosted synchronization server using an information synchro 
nization protocol. Changes or additions to the address data in 
the hosted synchronization server are synchronized with the 
locally stored address data of the vehicle onboard computer 
system, thereby facilitating selection of addresses for route 
calculation by the navigation system. 

In accordance with another aspect of the embodiments 
described herein, there is provided a method for synchroniz 
ing personal data between a vehicle onboard computer and a 
portable device comprising the steps of: (a) inquiring the 
portable device as to which synchronization protocol is 
needed to synchronize personal data stored in memory of a 
vehicle onboard computer with personal data stored in 
memory of the portable device; (b) selecting the needed syn 
chronization protocol from a plurality of available synchro 
nization protocols stored in the memory on the vehicle 
onboard computer; (c) synchronizing the personal data on the 
vehicle onboard computer with the personal data on the por 
table device using the selected synchronization protocol to 
create a common set of personal data; and (d) storing the 
common set of personal data on the memory of the vehicle 
onboard computer and the memory of the portable device. 

In accordance with another aspect of the embodiments 
described herein, there is provided a method for synchroniz 
ing personal data between a vehicle onboard computer and a 
remotely located computer comprising the steps of: (a) 
inquiring the remotely located computer as to which synchro 
nization protocol is needed to synchronize personal data 
stored in memory of a vehicle onboard computer with per 
Sonal data stored in memory of the remotely located com 
puter; (b) selecting the needed synchronization protocol from 
a plurality of available synchronization protocols stored in the 
memory on the vehicle onboard computer; (c) synchronizing 
the personal data on the vehicle onboard computer with the 
personal data on the remotely located computer using the 
selected Synchronization protocol to create a common set of 
personal data; and (d) storing the common set of personal data 
on the memory of the vehicle onboard computer and the 
memory of the remotely located computer. 
A more complete understanding of the system and method 

for synchronizing personal data on an vehicle onboard com 
puter with data on a portable device and/or remote computer 
will be afforded to those skilled in the art, as well as a real 
ization of additional advantages and objects thereof, by a 
consideration of the following detailed description of the 
preferred embodiment. Reference will be made to the 
appended sheets of drawings, which will first be described 
briefly. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1A is a block diagram of an embodiment of a system 
for locally and remotely synchronizing data on a vehicle 
onboard computer. 

FIG. 1B illustrates the differences in the data storage abili 
ties of legacy device phonebooks and other newer device 
address books. 

FIG.1C is a block diagram that illustrates differences in the 
algorithms and standards implemented in the current inven 
tion and in the existing art. 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a system for 
synchronizing data locally between a portable device and a 
vehicle onboard computer. 
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4 
FIG.3 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a system for 

synchronizing data between a PIM and a portable device, and 
between the portable device and a vehicle onboard computer. 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a system for 
synchronizing data between a PIM and a vehicle onboard 
computer. 

FIG.5 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a system for 
synchronizing data between a PIM and a vehicle onboard 
computer, and between a portable device and the vehicle 
onboard computer. 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a system for 
synchronizing data between a PIM and a server, between a 
portable device and the server, and between the portable 
device and the vehicle onboard computer. 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of an embodiment for remotely 
synchronizing data on a vehicle onboard computer. 

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of another embodiment of a 
system for remotely synchronizing data on a vehicle onboard 
computer. 

FIG. 9 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a system 
that comprises a vehicle onboard computer with a built in 
phone for communicating with a host synchronization infra 
Structure. 

FIG. 10A is a block diagram of one embodiment of a 
system that comprises a plurality of synchronization proto 
cols or algorithms for synchronizing personal and calendar 
data between a vehicle onboard computer and a portable 
device and/or a remotely located PIM. 

FIG. 10B is a block diagram of another embodiment of a 
system that comprises a plurality of synchronization proto 
cols or algorithms for synchronizing personal and calendar 
data between a vehicle onboard computer and a portable 
device and/or a remotely located PIM. 

FIG. 11 is a block diagram of one embodiment of a system 
for local data synchronization. 

FIG. 12 is a block diagram of one embodiment of a system 
for remote data synchronization. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

The present invention satisfies the need for a system and 
method for locally synchronizing personal data on a vehicle 
onboard computer with data on a portable device (e.g., cellu 
lar/mobile phone or PDA). Additionally, the present invention 
satisfies the need for a system and method for remotely syn 
chronizing personal data on a vehicle onboard computer with 
data on a hosted Synchronization server for use in a navigation 
system. The data can comprise but is not limited to address 
book contact information and/or calendar information. The 
data can also comprise to-do lists, notes, emails, etc. The type 
of data to be synchronized is dependent on the application. 
Provided that both ends of the system understand the format 
of the data, the system is not limited to any of the aforemen 
tioned data types. For example, a car company could choose 
to synchronize user vehicle preference settings. The synchro 
nized personal data such as addresses and telephone numbers 
can then be used on the vehicle onboard computer to navigate 
to specific addresses using a navigation system or make tele 
phone calls using a hands free telephone system. In the 
detailed description that follows, like element numerals are 
used to describe like elements illustrated in one or more of the 
figures. 

FIG. 1A provides an overview of an exemplary system 10 
for locally synchronizing personal data on a vehicle onboard 
computer system 30, a PDA 20, cellular/mobile phone 22, a 
portable music player 21, and a computer 23. The vehicle 
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onboard computer system 30 typically comprises an informa 
tion/telematics platform that is connected to a vehicle navi 
gation system, wherein the navigation system comprises a 
human machine user interface. Such as a touch screen. The 
vehicle onboard computer system 30 is in communication 
With one or more portable devices 20, 22, which are prefer 
ably enabled with Bluetooth or a similar short range wireless 
communication protocol. 

In accordance with one aspect of the embodiments 
described herein, there is provided a system for synchroniz 
ing personal data on a vehicle onboard system with one or 
more devices, wherein the synchronized data is not limited to 
name and phone number information. Rather, the synchro 
nized data can comprise information relating to contact 
addresses and emails, point of interest (POI) information, etc. 
With the phonebook of legacy devices, it is only possible to 
transfer names and numbers to a Hands Free Telephone unit. 
Newer devices allow for storage and entry of additional infor 
mation Such as contact addresses, email addresses, etc. By 
utilizing Sophisticated data transfer/synchronization proto 
cols, such as Synchronization Markup Language (SyncML), 
it is possible to synchronize large amounts and varying types 
of data between two or more devices (See FIGS. 1B and 1C). 
SyncML refers to the open industry initiative for develop 

ing and promoting a common data synchronization protocol. 
SyncML is alternatively known as Open Mobile Alliance 
Data Synchronization initiative (OMA-DS). Prior to Syn 
cML, Synchronization and device data management was 
spread amongst many standards, proprietary formats, and 
different interfaces that varied from device-to-device and 
manufacture-to-manufacturer. SyncML has been adopted by 
the industry as an open, universal standard protocol for trans 
ferring data and personal information across multiple net 
works, platforms, and devices. SyncML is based on XML, 
and therefore does not have any operating system or program 
ming language constraints. SyncML is extensible (through 
XML) to respond to the need for future change and/or retain 
backwards compatibility. 

In an exemplary embodiment of the invention, a vehicle 
operator has a mobile telephone 22 containing personal con 
tact data Such as addresses and telephone numbers and a home 
computer 23 running Microsoft OutlookTM also containing 
personal contact data. Having spent the time to manually 
enter all of the personal contact data into the home computer 
23 and/or mobile telephone 22, the vehicle operator does not 
want to enter the data a third time into the vehicle onboard 
computer 30 for making telephone calls to specific phone 
numbers or navigating to a specific address. The vehicle 
operator wishes to synchronize the personal data from the 
mobile telephone 22 and the home computer 23 to the vehicle 
onboard computer 30. In the exemplary embodiment, the 
vehicle operator parks the vehicle inagarage in the vicinity of 
the home computer 23 and the mobile telephone 22 and uses 
the touchscreen interface to the vehicle onboard computer 30 
to request a manual synchronization with the personal data of 
both the home computer 23 and the mobile telephone 22. The 
vehicle operator may select what data should be synchro 
nized. Upon the manual request for synchronization, the 
vehicle onboard computer 30 communicates wirelessly via a 
Bluetooth connection (or any short range wireless communi 
cation connection) with both the mobile telephone 22 and the 
local home computer 23 and synchronizes the data according 
to the SyncML information synchronization protocol. It 
should be appreciated that the data may be synchronized 
using any information synchronization protocol, information 
synchronization standard, or information transfer protocol. 
The vehicle onboard computer system then contains in 
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6 
memory the personal data selected to be synchronized and the 
vehicle operator may select a specific address for the naviga 
tion system to route to or a specific telephone number to make 
a call to using the hands free telephone located on the vehicle 
onboard computer 30. 

In one embodiment, shown in FIG. 2, the vehicle onboard 
computer system 30 comprises a navigation system32 that is 
in electronic communication with an information/telematics 
platform 40, which is in turn in electronic communication 
with a Hands Free Telephone (HFT) unit 50. The HFT unit 50 
is also in communication with the navigation system 32. The 
navigation system 32 and/or the information/telematics plat 
form 40 preferably comprises a memory module for storing 
personal data Such as contact and calendar information (e.g., 
vCards, VCalendars, etc.). In a preferred embodiment, data is 
stored in either the navigation system 32 or the information/ 
telematics platform 40 depending on uses best served and the 
best final architecture. It should be appreciated that the HFT 
may be co-located in the same vehicle onboard computer 
system as the navigation system or may be one and the same 
onboard computer system. 
The information/telematics platform 40, navigation sys 

tem 32, and HFT unit 50 can (if the HFT 50 is external) 
communicate with each other via Controller Area Network 
(CAN) bus or Universal Asynchronous Receiver/Transmitter 
(UART) (e.g., serial link), or another type of link or bus 
system Suitable for Such communications. One or more of the 
group consisting of navigation system 32, information/ 
telematics platform 40, and HFT 50, includes a SyncML 
agent (i.e., a SyncML client/server). In a preferred embodi 
ment, only one of the group consisting of navigation system 
32, information/telematics platform 40, and HFT50, includes 
a SyncML agent/client/server. The SyncML agent could be in 
the information/telematics platform 40, the HFT 50, or the 
navigation system32, depending on the best final architecture 
and use case needs; however, it is preferable to have only one 
such agent in the vehicle onboard computer system 30 of the 
vehicle. 

In an exemplary embodiment, the data synchronization 
system 10 comprises a vehicle onboard system 30 configured 
to synchronize directly with the portable device 20. Here, the 
portable device comprises a PDA; however, it will be under 
stood that the portable device can comprise a cellular/mobile 
phone or similar type of device. The HFT unit 50 comprises a 
short range wireless communication module (i.e., Bluetooth 
or WiFi) for wirelessly transmitting and receiving data from 
the PDA20. The PDA 20 may periodically synchronize with 
the vehicle onboard system 30 via the HFT unit 50 when 
located in the vicinity. The vehicle operator may manually 
request synchronization of the PDA 20 via a user interface 
connection with the vehicle onboard system 30. The PDA 20 
may be synchronized with the vehicle onboard system 30 by 
communicating with each other using the SyncML standard 
protocol. It should be appreciated, that other communications 
standards known in the art may be used instead of SyncML. 
All personal data or a subset selected by the vehicle operator 
may be synchronized with the PDA 20. In one embodiment, 
the PDA 20 is set to automatically synchronize when con 
nected or brought within the vicinity of the vehicle. Device 20 
can also be used as a HFT device in the car. In one embodi 
ment, the vehicle onboard system 30 automatically detects, 
via the Bluetooth connection, the information synchroniza 
tion protocol used on the PDA 20 as will be discussed in 
further detail below (see FIGS. 11 and 12). 

With continued reference to FIG. 2, there are three system 
layers. At the application level, there is provided the applica 
tion in the information/telematics platform 40 or navigation 
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system 32 that interacts with the user. At the middleware 
level, there is provided a synchronization engine and synchro 
nization algorithms, such as SyncML or the like, or combi 
nations thereof, described in further detail below (see FIG. 
10). At the hardware level, there is provided the hardware/ 
software in the information/telematics platform 40 and/or the 
navigation system 32, such as Bluetooth, WiFi, etc. 

In another embodiment, shown in FIG. 3, the synchroniza 
tion system 11 comprises a vehicle onboard system 30, por 
table device 20 and PIM 26 installed on a local computer. The 
vehicle onboard system 30 is as described in detail above in 
the description of FIG. 2. Portable device 20 periodically 
synchronizes with the vehicle onboard system 30 via the HFT 
unit 50, and also periodically synchronizes with a PIM 26 
installed on a local computer. Device 20 can be set to auto 
matically synchronize when connected or brought within the 
vicinity of the vehicle. The PDA 20 may be synchronized 
with the vehicle onboard system 30 and the PIM 26 by com 
municating using the SyncML standard protocol. It should be 
appreciated, that other communications standards known in 
the art may be used instead of SyncML. All personal data or 
a subset selected by the vehicle operator may be synchronized 
with the PDA20. Device 20 can also be used as an HFT device 
in the car. 

In yet another embodiment, shown in FIG. 4, the synchro 
nization system 12 comprises a vehicle onboard system 30 
and a PIM 26 installed on a local computer. The vehicle 
onboard system 30 is as described in detail above in the 
description of FIG. 2. The PIM 26 periodically synchronizes 
with the vehicle onboard system 30. There may not be a 
compatible mobile device that synchronizes with the PIM 26. 
The PIM 26 may be synchronized with the vehicle onboard 
system 30 by communicating with each other using the Syn 
cML standard protocol. It should be appreciated, that other 
communications standards known in the art may be used 
instead of SyncML. All personal data or a subset selected by 
the vehicle operator may be synchronized with the PIM 26. 

In still another embodiment, shown in FIG. 5, the synchro 
nization system 13 comprises a vehicle onboard system 30, 
cellular/mobile telephone 22 and PIM 26 installed on a local 
computer. The vehicle onboard system 30 is as described in 
detail above in the description of FIG. 2. The vehicle onboard 
system 30 periodically synchronizes with the PIM 26 and 
likewise, also periodically synchronizes with the cellular/ 
mobile telephone 22. The cellular/mobile telephone 22 may 
also periodically synchronize with directly with the PIM 26. 
The cellular/mobile telephone 22, vehicle onboard system30, 
and the PIM 26 may be synchronized with each other by 
communicating using the SyncML standard protocol. It 
should be appreciated, that other communications standards 
known in the art may be used instead of SyncML. All personal 
data or a subset selected by the vehicle operator may be 
synchronized with the cellular/mobile telephone 22 and PIM 
26. 

In another embodiment, shown in FIG. 6, the synchroniza 
tion system 14 comprises a vehicle onboard system 30, cel 
lular/mobile telephone 22, PIM 26 installed on a remotely 
located computer, and hosted synchronization server 28. The 
vehicle onboard system 30 is as described in detail above in 
the description of FIG. 2. The hosted synchronization server 
28 communicates with the PIM 26 over the internet 27 and 
with the cellular/mobile telephone 22 over a cellular/mobile 
carrier network 29. The hosted synchronization server 28 
may be used to backup data from both the PIM 26 and the 
cellular/mobile telephone 22. The PIM 26 and the cellular/ 
mobile telephone each periodically synchronizes with the 
hosted synchronization server 28. The cellular/mobile tele 
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8 
phone 22 also periodically synchronizes with the vehicle 
onboard system30. The cellular/mobile telephone 22, vehicle 
onboard system30, hosted synchronization server 28, and the 
PIM 26 may be synchronized by communicating using the 
SyncML standard protocol. It should be appreciated, that 
other communications standards known in the art may be 
used instead of SyncML. All personal data or a subset 
selected by the vehicle operator may be synchronized with the 
cellular/mobile telephone 22. 

In accordance with another aspect of the embodiments 
described herein, there is provided a system for distributed or 
remote synchronization. The user may synchronize the car to 
the hosted synchronization server 28 as just another device, 
much like a PDA, telephone, or desktop/laptop computer 
would synchronize to such a server. The user may synchro 
nize only the vehicle or the user may synchronize one or more 
PIMs and/or portable devices to the server(s). In one embodi 
ment, shown in FIG. 7, the synchronization system 15 com 
prises a vehicle onboard system 30, cellular/mobile telephone 
22, and hosted synchronization server 28. The vehicle 
onboard system 30 is as described in detail above in the 
description of FIG. 2. The hosted synchronization server 28 
communicates directly with the HFT unit 50 of the vehicle 
onboard system 30 via a mobile internet connection utilizing 
cellular/mobile telephone 22. The hosted synchronization 
server 28 may also periodically synchronize with a cellular/ 
mobile telephone 22 via cellular/mobile carrier network car 
rier 29. The telephone 22 synchronizes with the HFT unit 50. 
The HFT unit 50 can be integrated into or external to the 
information/telematics platform 40. The cellular/mobile tele 
phone 22, vehicle onboard system 30, and hosted synchroni 
zation server 28 may be synchronized with each other by 
communicating using the SyncML standard protocol. It 
should be appreciated, that other communications standards 
known in the art may be used instead of SyncML. All personal 
data or a subset selected by the vehicle operator may be 
synchronized with the cellular/mobile telephone 22 and 
hosted synchronization server 28. It should appreciated that 
the term “server may refer to an instance of software on a 
host computer, a multiplicity of server instances in a distrib 
uted computing environment, or may alternatively imply 
hardware. The minimum requirement is one instance of a 
hosted synchronization server accessible to the client/agent 
over the network technology. 

In another embodiment, illustrated in FIG. 8, synchroniza 
tion system 16 comprises a vehicle onboard system 30, mul 
tiple portable devices 20, 22, multiple PIMs 26 installed on 
remotely located computers, and hosted synchronization 
server 28. The vehicle onboard system 30 is as described in 
detail above in the description of FIG. 2. The vehicle onboard 
system 30, multiple portable devices 20, 22, and multiple 
PIMs 26 each synchronize via the internet 27 to the hosted 
synchronization server 28. The portable devices 20, 22, PIMs 
26, vehicle onboard system 30, and hosted synchronization 
server 28 may be synchronized by communicating using the 
SyncML standard protocol. It should be appreciated, that 
other communications standards known in the art may be 
used instead of SyncML. All personal data or a subset 
selected by the vehicle operator may be synchronized with the 
cellular/mobile telephone 22 and hosted synchronization 
Server 28. 

In yet another embodiment, shown in FIG.9, synchroniza 
tion system 17 comprises a vehicle onboard system 30, mul 
tiple portable devices 20, 22, PIM 26, and host of synchroni 
zation infrastructure 38. The vehicle onboard system 30 
comprises a cellular/mobile phone 35, and a Qualcomm 
Binary Runtime Environment for Wireless (BREW) Syn 
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chronization Application 36, through which the user uses the 
communication capabilities of the phone to synchronize the 
vehicle onboard system 30 with portable devices 20, 22 and 
PIMs 26 via a cellular/mobile carrier network 29 that allows 
communication with a host of synchronization infrastructure 
38. BREW is a wireless platform, typically used on Code 
Division Multiple Access (CDMA) devices, that offers a 
method for executing software applications on a mobile 
device. It will be understood that similar runtime environment 
platforms, such as Java, can be used to execute applications 
on the portable devices 20, 22. The portable devices 20, 22 
and PIMs 26 in system 17 preferably communicate with each 
other over the infrastructure 38 via a cellular/mobile network 
29 and/or the internet 27. The BREW application interfaces 
with the navigation system32 and HFT unit 50 via the vehicle 
communications link. The navigation system 32 and HFT 
unit 50 operate similarly as described above in the description 
of FIG. 2. 

In accordance with another aspect of the embodiments 
described herein, there is provided a method of synchronizing 
personal data between a vehicle onboard computer and one or 
more portable devices, and/or local PIMs. The synchroniza 
tion method generally comprises inquiring a portable device 
and/or a local computer on which a PIM is running as to best 
determine which synchronization protocol or algorithm is 
needed to synchronize the data between the vehicle onboard 
computer, the portable device, and the local computer. The 
method further comprises selecting the needed algorithm 
from a plurality of available synchronization algorithms 
stored on the vehicle onboard computer, portable device, or 
local computer. It should be appreciated that the data may be 
synchronized using any information synchronization proto 
col, information synchronization standard, or information 
transfer protocol. 

In one approach, illustrated in FIGS. 10A and 10B, the 
plurality of available synchronization algorithms are stored 
on the vehicle onboard computer 30 of the vehicle and the 
plurality of algorithms comprises SyncML Remote 72. In 
another approach, the plurality of algorithms comprises Blue 
tooth Synchronization ("Sync’’) Profile (SyncML-based) 
Local 74. In yet another approach, the plurality of algorithms 
comprises Bluetooth Synchronization Profile (IrMC-based) 
76. In still another approach, the plurality of algorithms com 
prises access to information on the device by AT commands 
and responses 82. The plurality of algorithms may also com 
prise Bluetooth Phonebook Access Profile (PBAP)78, Blue 
tooth Synchronization Profile (IrMC-based) Local Synchro 
nization 80 or the like. The plurality of algorithms can 
comprise other Synchronization protocols 84, including but 
not limited to Microsoft ActiveSync. 
The synchronization engine 60 and the plurality of syn 

chronization algorithms/protocols are preferably stored on 
the HFT unit 50 and/or the navigation system32 of the vehicle 
onboard system 30. In one embodiment, show in FIG. 10A, 
the synchronization engine 60 and the synchronization pro 
tocols are stored on the vehicle onboard system30. In another 
embodiment, shown in FIG. 10B, the synchronization engine 
60 and the synchronization protocols are stored on one or 
more portable devices 20, 22. 
Once the needed algorithm is selected, the contact or cal 

endar entry is pushed/received between the vehicle onboard 
system 30 and the device 20, 22 or PIM 26. “Object Push' 
techniques can also be used to receive and send ("push’) 
individual cards (VCards) and calendar (VCalendar or iCal) 
entries, or a series thereof, to and from the navigation system 
32 over Bluetooth, using such high-layer protocols as Object 
Push Profile (OPP). 
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10 
The method of identifying the required synchronization 

algorithm and selecting the identified algorithm from a plu 
rality of Such algorithms can be implemented in any number 
of ways. In one approach to local synchronization and contact 
push, shown in FIG. 11, the system checks to see whether 
Bluetooth Synchronization (SyncML-based) Profile 72, 74 
can be used to synchronize data between the two or more 
systems, wherein at least one of the systems comprises an 
onboard vehicle system 30. Next, the system checks to see if 
a legacy profile. Such as Bluetooth Synchronization profile 
(IrMC-based) 76, 80, can be used to synchronize the data. If 
not, the system-checks to see if Bluetooth Phonebook Access 
Profile (PBAP) 78 can be used to synchronize or at least 
transfer or import the data. If not, the system then checks to 
see if Bluetooth ATPhonebook' 82 can be used to synchro 
nize the data. Again, the synchronization engine and the Syn 
chronization algorithms are preferably located in the HFT 
unit 50 and/or the navigation system 32 of the vehicle 
onboard system 30. 

With reference to FIG. 12, in one approach to local syn 
chronization, a SyncML engine (agent) 90 is used to push or 
receive data from one or more remotely located synchroniza 
tion servers 92,94. In one approach, the SyncML engine 90 is 
located in the vehicle electronic control unit (ECU) (e.g., 
navigation system 32 and/or HFT unit 50). In another 
approach, the SyncML engine 90 is located in a portable 
device (e.g., cellular/mobile phone or PDA). 
The wireless synchronization of personal data that occurs 

between the vehicle onboard computer system and any num 
ber of other devices produces a common set or subset of 
personal data from the personal data stored on each individual 
device that that is subsequently stored on each device syn 
chronized. The vehicle operator may choose to synchronize 
all personal data or just a subset of the data. The vehicle 
onboard computer system then allows the vehicle operator to 
utilize the synchronized personal data in the hands free tele 
phone system and the navigation system. For example, the 
vehicle operator may place a telephone call via the hands free 
telephone by selecting a phone number stored in the synchro 
nized personal data using the user interface. Likewise, the 
vehicle operator may navigate to a location via the navigation 
system by selecting an address stored in the synchronized 
personal data using the user interface. Furthermore, a calen 
dar reminder or entry may contain an address, location, or 
telephone number of a meeting/appointment, whereby the 
navigation system may route to that location or address or the 
system may dial a telephone number or IP address in the case 
of telephone conference calls or web meetings. The route 
and/or dialing may occur automatically or manually as initi 
ated or confirmed by the user. Additionally, a location need 
not be referenced only in written address form as the location 
may be provided in a geo-referenced format such as global 
Latitude and Longitude, in addition to or in the place of the 
written form of the address. The latter may be particularly 
useful when the database of the navigation system does not 
contain the specific named place or road link name given by 
the written address. Geo-referenced format may be used for a 
more precise routing instead of using interpolation and 
address numbers as is the case today. Access to the synchro 
nized personal data from the vehicle onboard computer sys 
tem allows the operator to utilize information already pro 
grammed into mobile phones or computer address books 
without requiring reentry of the data directly into the vehicle 
onboard computer system. Additionally, updates to the per 
Sonal data such as a telephone number can be entered on one 
device and synchronized to all other devices including the 
vehicle onboard computer saving time in duplication of the 
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same information. It should be appreciated that telephone 
data should not be limited to that which we think of it today, 
which is a string of digits comprising a phone number. With 
advancements in telephony, other information may come to 
represent “telephone data such as IP address, email address 
(e.g., this has become commonplace in Voice over internet 
type communication Software and hardware), octets, unique 
names, or any other number of identifiers yet to become 
commonplace in telephony. It should also be appreciated that 
most device phonebooks can accommodate email or short 
message addresses in Internet/electronic format such that this 
information may also comprise “telephone data'. 

Having thus described a preferred embodiment of system 
for synchronizing personal data on a vehicle onboard com 
puter system for use in a navigation system, it should be 
apparent to those skilled in the art that certain advantages of 
the within system have been achieved. It should also be appre 
ciated that various modifications, adaptations, and alternative 
embodiments thereofmay be made within the scope and spirit 
of the present invention. The invention is solely defined by the 
following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A system for synchronizing address data for use in a 

navigation system comprising: 
a computing device comprising an associated communica 

tion Subsystem adapted for wireless communications, a 
user interface permitting entry of address data, and a 
memory adapted to store the address data; and 

a vehicle onboard computer system comprising an associ 
ated communication Subsystem adapted for wireless 
communications with the computing device and a 
memory adapted to locally store address data, the 
vehicle onboard computer system further comprising a 
navigation system having an associated user interface 
adapted to allow for selection of an address from the 
stored address data, the navigation system being adapted 
to calculate a route based upon the selected address and 
to display the calculated route on the associated user 
interface, the vehicle onboard computer system being 
further adapted to synchronize the locally stored address 
data with the address data of the computing device using 
an information synchronization protocol; 

wherein, changes or additions to the address data in the 
computing device are synchronized with the locally 
stored address data of the vehicle onboard computer 
system, thereby facilitating selection of addresses for 
route calculation by the navigation system. 

2. The system for synchronizing address data for use in a 
navigation system according to claim 1, wherein the informa 
tion synchronization protocol comprises Synchronization 
Markup Language. 

3. The system for synchronizing address data for use in a 
navigation system according to claim 1, wherein the memory 
associated with the vehicle onboard computer system is fur 
ther adapted to store a list of information synchronization 
protocols and the vehicle onboard computer system is further 
adapted to determine the information synchronization proto 
col to use during synchronization with the computing device 
from the list of information synchronization protocols. 

4. The system for synchronizing address data for use in a 
navigation system according to claim 1, wherein the comput 
ing device comprises a local computer. 

5. The system for synchronizing address data for use in a 
navigation system according to claim 4, wherein the memory 
associated with the computing device further comprises a 
personal information manager application that organizes the 
address data for viewing and modifications by an operator and 
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12 
facilitates the synchronization of the address data with the 
address data of the vehicle onboard computer system. 

6. The system for synchronizing address data for use in a 
navigation system according to claim 1, wherein the comput 
ing device comprises a portable device. 

7. The system for synchronizing address data for use in a 
navigation system according to claim 1, wherein the user 
interface associated with the navigation system is further 
adapted to allow for selection of the locally stored address 
data to synchronize with the address data of the computing 
device. 

8. The system for synchronizing address data for use in a 
navigation system according to claim 7, wherein selection of 
locally stored address data to synchronize with the address 
data of the computing device comprises a Subset of the locally 
stored address data. 

9. The system for synchronizing address data for use in a 
navigation system according to claim 1, wherein the user 
interface associated with the computing device further per 
mits entry of telephone data; the memory associated with the 
computing device being further adapted to store telephone 
data; the memory associated with the vehicle onboard com 
puter system being further adapted to locally store telephone 
data; the vehicle onboard computer system further compris 
ing a hands free telephone having an associated user interface 
adapted to allow for selection of a telephone number from the 
stored telephone data; the hands free telephone being adapted 
to generate a telephone call based upon the selected telephone 
number, and the vehicle onboard computer system being 
further adapted to synchronize the locally stored telephone 
data with the telephone data of the computing device using an 
information synchronization protocol; 

wherein, changes or additions to the telephone data in the 
computing device are synchronized with the locally 
stored telephone data of the vehicle onboard computer 
system, thereby facilitating selection of telephone num 
bers for call generation by the hands free telephone. 

10. A system for synchronizing address data for use in a 
navigation system comprising: 

a hosted synchronization server comprising an associated 
communication Subsystem adapted for communication 
over an internet connection and a memory adapted to 
store address data; 

a mobile device comprising an associated first communi 
cation Subsystem adapted for communication over an 
internet connection with the hosted synchronization 
server and an associated second communication Sub 
system adapted for wireless communications; and 

a vehicle onboard computer system comprising an associ 
ated communication Subsystem adapted for wireless 
communications with the mobile device and a memory 
adapted to locally store address data, the vehicle 
onboard computer system being further adapted to com 
municate with the hosted synchronization server 
through the wireless connection to the mobile device; 
the vehicle onboard computer system further compris 
ing a navigation system having an associated user inter 
face adapted to allow for selection of an address from the 
stored address data, the navigation system being adapted 
to calculate a route based upon the selected address and 
to display the calculated route on the associated user 
interface, the vehicle onboard computer system being 
further adapted to synchronize the locally stored address 
data with the address data of the hosted synchronization 
server using an information synchronization protocol; 

wherein, changes or additions to the address data in the 
hosted synchronization server are synchronized with the 
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locally stored address data of the vehicle onboard com 
puter system, thereby facilitating selection of addresses 
for route calculation by the navigation system. 

11. The system for synchronizing address data for use in a 
navigation system according to claim 10, wherein the infor 
mation synchronization protocol comprises Synchronization 
Markup Language. 

12. The system for synchronizing address data for use in a 
navigation system according to claim 10, wherein the user 
interface associated with the navigation system is further 
adapted to allow for selection of the locally stored address 
data to synchronize with the address data of the hosted syn 
chronization server. 

13. The system for synchronizing address data for use in a 
navigation system according to claim 12, wherein selection of 
locally stored address data to synchronize with the address 
data of the hosted synchronization server comprises a Subset 
of the locally stored address data. 

14. The system for synchronizing address data for use in a 
navigation system according to claim 10 further comprising a 
computing device comprising an associated communication 
Subsystem adapted for communication over an internet con 
nection with the hosted synchronization server, a user inter 
face permitting entry of address data, and a memory adapted 
to locally store the address data; the computing device being 
further adapted to synchronize the locally stored address data 
with the address data of the hosted synchronization server 
using an information synchronization protocol. 

15. The system for synchronizing address data for use in a 
navigation system according to claim 10, wherein the 
memory associated with the hosted synchronization server is 
further adapted to store telephone data; the memory associ 
ated with the vehicle onboard computer system is further 
adapted to locally store telephone data; the vehicle onboard 
computer system further comprising a hands free telephone 
having an associated user interface adapted to allow for selec 
tion of a telephone number from the stored telephone data; the 
hands free telephone being adapted to generate a telephone 
call based upon the selected telephone number; and the 
vehicle onboard computer system being further adapted to 
synchronize the locally stored telephone data with the tele 
phone data of the hosted synchronization server using an 
information synchronization protocol; 

wherein, changes or additions to the telephone data in the 
hosted synchronization server are synchronized with the 
locally stored telephone data of the vehicle onboard 
computer system, thereby facilitating selection of tele 
phone numbers for call generation by the hands free 
telephone. 
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16. A method for synchronizing personal data between a 

vehicle onboard computer and a portable device comprising 
the steps: 

inquiring the portable device as to which synchronization 
protocol is needed to synchronize first personal data 
stored in a first memory of a vehicle on board computer 
with second personal data stored in a second memory of 
the portable device; 

selecting the needed synchronization protocol from a plu 
rality of available synchronization protocols stored in 
the first memory on the vehicle onboard computer; 

synchronizing the first personal data with the second per 
Sonal data using the selected synchronization protocol to 
create a common Subset of personal data; and 

storing the common Subset of personal data on the first 
memory of the vehicle onboard computer and the second 
memory of the portable device. 

17. The method for synchronizing personal data according 
to claim 16, further comprising entering the first personal data 
into the first memory via a user interface prior to the inquiring 
step. 

18. The method for synchronizing personal data according 
to claim 16, further comprising entering the second personal 
data into the second memory via a user interface prior to the 
inquiring step. 

19. A method for synchronizing personal data between a 
vehicle onboard computer and a local computer comprising 
the steps: 

inquiring a portable device as to which synchronization 
protocol is needed to synchronize first personal data 
stored in a first memory of a vehicle onboard computer 
with second personal data stored in a second memory of 
the local computer; 

selecting the needed synchronization protocol from a plu 
rality of available synchronization protocols stored in 
the first memory on the vehicle onboard computer; 

synchronizing the first personal data with the second per 
Sonal data using the selected synchronization protocol to 
create a common set of personal data; and 

storing the common set of personal data on the first 
memory of the vehicle onboard computer and the second 
memory of the local computer. 

20. The method for synchronizing personal data according 
to claim 19, further comprising entering the first personal data 
into the first memory via a user interface prior to the inquiring 
step. 

21. The method for synchronizing personal data according 
to claim 19, further comprising entering the second personal 
data into the second memory via a user interface prior to the 
inquiring step. 


